
©  His Majesty the King in Right of Canada, as represented by the Minister of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, 2024 Fs23-549/4-9-2023E-PDF  |  978-0-660-68403-1

Excess nitrate from agricultural runoff 
can threaten coastal ecosystems. 

INSHORE
Phytoplankton growth depends on nitrate. With lower nitrate, there are fewer 
phytoplankton leading to less energy for marine food webs.

OFFSHORE

Nitrate: Key nutrient offshore, potential threat inshore
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