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ORCA 2023 National
Meeting: See you 

in St. John's!
The Oceans Research in Canada Alliance (ORCA)
2023 National Meeting will be held June 1 to 2,
2023 at the Sheraton Hotel in St. John’s, NL, in
partnership, and on location, with the Canadian
Meteorological and Oceanographic Society
(CMOS) Congress being held that same week.
Under the theme ‘Together, Let's Build a Strong
Canadian Contribution to the Ocean Decade’, ORCA
2023 will showcase the diversity of the Canadian
ocean community. 

Ocean Week Canada Invites Canadians to 
A Public Celebration of the Ocean 

Ocean Week Canada is an annual national celebration of ocean events, learning, and
engagement coordinated by the Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition (COLC) during the
week of World Ocean Day (June 8th). Through these events, Ocean Week Canada aims to 

On June 1st, COLC and partners will launch Ocean Week Canada in St. John’s, NL, in tandem
with the ORCA 2023 National Meeting. Stay tuned for updates on this exciting event! You are
also invited to register your ocean-related events or outreach activities taking place in June
as part of Ocean Week Canada on their events portal. Learn more about how to get
involved in Ocean Week Canada. Also, fresh off the press is COLC's National Strategy
Impact Report 2022 and accompanying Key Initiatives Report 2022. 

raise public awareness, celebrate
people’s connection to coastal
areas, the ocean, and watersheds
in Canada, and to inspire action to
ensure a healthy ocean for future
generations. Ocean Week Canada
2023 is taking place from June 2-11
with over 100 events happening in
cities and communities from coast
to coast to coast.

Visit the ORCA 2023 website to learn more. 

©Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition - Mary Paquet

https://science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97482.html
https://cmos.ca/site/congress/poster_flyer?nav=sidebar
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foceanweekcan.ca%2Fabout%2Fabout-ocean-week-canada%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDFO.ORCA-AROC.MPO%40DFO-MPO.GC.CA%7C6653cf1d8ce34b45ed6c08db4d93131b%7C1594fdaea1d94405915d011467234338%7C0%7C0%7C638189067053981905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nNlQL0zsRBFjb7ubKcUQvvtXR3kSewy9xDThV1iStQ8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcolcoalition.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDFO.ORCA-AROC.MPO%40DFO-MPO.GC.CA%7C6653cf1d8ce34b45ed6c08db4d93131b%7C1594fdaea1d94405915d011467234338%7C0%7C0%7C638189067053981905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EgVPu0D91pzzUJCxIeMnC5wZsj3hvdxn4busjK%2BXCUE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foceanweekcan.ca%2Fowc-events%2Fregister-your-event%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDFO.ORCA-AROC.MPO%40DFO-MPO.GC.CA%7C6653cf1d8ce34b45ed6c08db4d93131b%7C1594fdaea1d94405915d011467234338%7C0%7C0%7C638189067053981905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jw6huqbTFG8zYLGo9pW3hGLZP%2Fo%2FgcVf3QNC%2BHZrOwE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foceanweekcan.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDFO.ORCA-AROC.MPO%40DFO-MPO.GC.CA%7C6653cf1d8ce34b45ed6c08db4d93131b%7C1594fdaea1d94405915d011467234338%7C0%7C0%7C638189067053981905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZSp0QhDT3Vq4Wt7I59EmZKrhksgQFHsjn3wxW3cxsHU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.colcoalition.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F05%2FNational-Strategy-Impact-Report_compressed.pdf%3F_ga%3D2.70662416.1092767707.1683222546-1406251639.1681475950%26_gl%3D1*ddblp4*_ga*MTQwNjI1MTYzOS4xNjgxNDc1OTUw*_ga_LBHSKJ0FYE*MTY4MzMwNzQ0My4xMy4xLjE2ODMzMDkwMTcuMC4wLjA.&data=05%7C01%7CDFO.ORCA-AROC.MPO%40DFO-MPO.GC.CA%7C6653cf1d8ce34b45ed6c08db4d93131b%7C1594fdaea1d94405915d011467234338%7C0%7C0%7C638189067053981905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xwVnXl4Au%2BN2MHCDgGJQOiojTMghhvnJrqriRELzC34%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.colcoalition.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F05%2FKey-Initiatives-Report_Final_compressed.pdf%3F_ga%3D2.213253140.1092767707.1683222546-1406251639.1681475950%26_gl%3D1*zeqbej*_ga*MTQwNjI1MTYzOS4xNjgxNDc1OTUw*_ga_LBHSKJ0FYE*MTY4MzMwNzQ0My4xMy4xLjE2ODMzMDkwMjMuMC4wLjA.&data=05%7C01%7CDFO.ORCA-AROC.MPO%40DFO-MPO.GC.CA%7C6653cf1d8ce34b45ed6c08db4d93131b%7C1594fdaea1d94405915d011467234338%7C0%7C0%7C638189067053981905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DbUlY%2BgBNQ3AbKcHWmhA6b65z7VVfXgoaYYpj%2BGJxMc%3D&reserved=0
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/oceans-research-canada-alliance/orca-2023-national-meeting


Government of Canada Invests 
$245-Million in Ocean Science

On April 28th, the GoC announced a large investment of $1.4 billion to support research
initiatives in strategic areas through the Canada First Research Excellence Fund (CFREF),
including $245M in support of ocean science.

Dalhousie University’s research program Our ocean has absorbed 90% of global warming
heat, but its capacity as the world's largest carbon sink is not limitless.  Through
Transforming Climate Action: Addressing the Missing Ocean, world-leading experts from
Dalhousie University and partner universities, working with Indigenous communities,
governments, industry, and other national and international partners, have developed a
program of research and innovation aimed at reducing uncertainties in the climate budget,
co-designing and evaluating novel approaches to mitigate climate change, and bolstering
justice and equity within adaptation at the ocean-climate-people nexus.

The 5th Call for Decade Actions is Now Open

The Qanittaq Clean Arctic Shipping Initiative is a unique partnership, co-led and co-
developed by Memorial University and the Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) Canada, to address
and respond to concerns about Arctic shipping and related environmental impacts affecting
Northern communities. It will develop robust and innovative ship design and operation
technologies, as well as surrounding policy and governance to position Canada and Inuit as
world leaders in Arctic shipping.

© Fisheries and Oceans Canada

The IOC-UNESCO launched the 5th Call for Ocean Decade Actions on April 15th. You have until
August 31st 2023 to submit your transformative new Programmes and Projects for Ocean Decade

endorsement. The Call is looking for new programs on marine pollution and marine ecosystem
biodiversity, and projects on many other themes. Create an account on the Ocean Decade
Network (formally the ‘Global Stakeholder Forum’) to complete your application form and

connect with others contributing to the Ocean Decade in Canada and across the globe. Contact
DFO’s Ocean Decade Office at DFO.OceanDecade-DecennieOcean.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca for

any questions or to receive support with the application process.

https://www.canada.ca/en/research-chairs/news/2023/04/government-of-canada-invests-1-4-billion-in-strategic-research-at-postsecondary-institutions.html
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transformclimateaction.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMirella.DeOliveiraLeis%40dfo-mpo.gc.ca%7Cb4d45299ac3b4cb4399508db4d795c23%7C1594fdaea1d94405915d011467234338%7C0%7C0%7C638188955845211262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=84NU5ie2S6ZVaH3vV4wWUozJdut6yRBeUjBUUmglwXg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qanittaq.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMirella.DeOliveiraLeis%40dfo-mpo.gc.ca%7Cb4d45299ac3b4cb4399508db4d795c23%7C1594fdaea1d94405915d011467234338%7C0%7C0%7C638188955845211262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0qLsNA8YoQFgKiq2QD8jtijyF8cN4ETGAmEZNMyZmmo%3D&reserved=0
https://oceandecade.org/news/ocean-decade-launches-new-cfda5-focusing-on-marine-pollution-and-marine-ecosystems/
https://forum.oceandecade.org/
mailto:DFO.OceanDecade-DecennieOcean.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca


Ocean Decade 
Community of Champions Feature

The Ocean Decade Community of Champions was created with one champion for each of the
seven Decade Outcomes. The Champions aim to mobilize the Canadian ocean community
and foster the creation of innovative and transformative science‑based actions. The Tula
Foundation, Champion for A Predicted Ocean, explain their role and vision for their thematic
network:

"What if Canadians had all the information and tools needed to understand and respond to
changing ocean conditions? It’s a dream worth aspiring to. That’s why the Tula Foundation is proud
to be the champion for the Predicted Ocean. We’ve brought together a diverse working group from
across sectors and across the country to help us identify key priorities and the steps that will help
us achieve these goals. This group aims to build A thriving and connected Canadian scientific and
stakeholder community for the development and application of ocean prediction data, information,
and knowledge. Together we will encourage development of ocean prediction capacity and promote
the use of ocean data and information for sustainable planning and decision making. With a scope
spanning ocean observations, ocean models, data management, and ocean-users in industry and
coastal communities, there is a real need to achieve this connected community where end-user
needs are met. We look forward to interacting with the broader community to ensure that our work
capitalizes on existing programs and moves the needle towards the ocean we need."

Tula Foundation, Champion for A Predicted Ocean

The Tula Foundation, Ocean Decade Champion for A Predicted Ocean, is an independent charitable foundation that was established in
British Columbia in 2001. Since its inception, Tula has built strong expertise in ocean science, data management, and communications
across a range of divisions, including the Hakai Institute, Hakai Media, and the Quadra Centre for Coastal Dialogue. 
©Grant Callegari & Tula Foundation.

– Tula Foundation

https://www.oceandecade.org/vision-mission/
https://tula.org/


Parks Canada Celebrates 
Ocean Sciences this Summer!

ECOP Canada Launches New Report 

To mark the Ocean Decade, Parks
Canada has designed and displayed
colourful banners and posters across
the country. The artwork not only
informs the public about the Ocean
Decade and the importance of ocean
sciences and their relevance to
Canadians, it also adds a festive
touch to the sites and events
organized by Parks Canada. The two-
metre high Ocean Decade banners
will hang on either side of a mast or
pole, like sails, in public areas, and
are accompanied by a posters that
provide digital access to further
content. All together, they
harmoniously represent the richness
of Canada's marine life and our deep
attachment to this natural heritage.  

Early Career Ocean Professionals (ECOP) Canada, a
national node of the international program endorsed
by the Ocean Decade to elevate and strengthen the
diverse perspectives of new generations of ocean
professionals, has grown a network of over 200
members and provides opportunities for professional
development and to improve knowledge transfer and
sustainability in the ocean sector. Learn more about
ECOP Canada’s accomplishments in their new report
and connect with them at canada@ecopdecade.org.

Early Career Ocean Professionals (ECOPs) networking
and discussing the role of ECOPs in the UN Ocean
Decade at a workshop led by ECOP Canada at the 5th
International Marine Protected Area Congress
(IMPAC5). ©Mary Paquet and the Canadian Ocean
Literacy Coalition.

©Parks Canada

Visit the Parks Canada Ocean
Connection webpage for more
information. 

https://www.ecopdecade.org/canada/
https://www.ecopdecade.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/ECOP-Canada-report_-April-1-2022-to-March-31-2023.pdf?lang=ko
mailto:canada@ecopdecade.org
https://parks.canada.ca/nature/science/conservation/connexion-ocean-connection


CIDCO Brings Participants from Across
Europe and North America to 

Symposium in Quebec 

Join the ORCA Community! Call for New Members

The biannual CIDCO 2023 Symposium was held in early April under the theme ‘An
Accessible Ocean’. More than 120 participants from Europe and North America attended 33
presentations and two panel discussions in the span of 2.5 days.

Guillaume Morissette, representing the Interdisciplinary Centre for the Development of
Ocean Mapping (CIDCO) as the champion for an accessible ocean in the Canadian
community of champions for the Ocean Decade, presented the results of his work on
automated marine inventory using artificial intelligence. Two panel discussions on
collaborative bathymetry were held as part of the Accessible Ocean Day. The collection of
data using merchant ships to contribute to continuous bathymetry of waterways was
discussed, as well as the participation of coastal communities to complete the mapping of
coastal areas for safer use in traditional hunting, fishing and recreational activities.  

Most of the sessions at the symposium will soon be available on the CIDCO website
(cidco.ca) and on their YouTube channel. Follow CIDCO on social media.

Membership is free and provides you access to the ORCA Community Platform which
facilitates coordination and collaboration between ORCA members. Send an email to the
ORCA Secretariat ORCA.AROC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca to join the more than 600 members from

over 160 organizations that are already part of ORCA. Together we can advance our
collective understanding of the ocean!

mailto:ORCA.AROC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
https://cidco.ca/en/colloque-cidco-2023
https://www.cidco.ca/en
https://cidco.ca/en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC40j77b4vDuazjBoQ-0GokQ
https://twitter.com/CIDCOcean
mailto:ORCA.AROC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca


May 23-26, 2023 Ocean Frontier Institute (OFI)’s Researchers Conference St. John's, NL

May 24-25, 2023
3rd Edition of World Aquaculture and Fisheries Conference
‘Panoramic View of Innovations That Impact Life Below Water.’

Virtual and Tokyo,
Japan

May 27, 2023 2023 Cross Canada Ocean Symposium Dartmouth, NS

May 28, 2023 CMOS Public Panel Discussion ‘Weathering the Storm’ St. John's, NL

May 28 - June 1, 2023
Canadian Meteorological and Oceanographic Society (CMOS) 57th
Congress ‘Connecting on the Rock: From the Marine Environment to the
Blue Economy’

Virtual and St.
John’s, NL

June 1, 2023 Ocean Week Canada 2023 Launch St. John's, NL

June 1-2, 2023
ORCA 2023 National Meeting 'Together, Let's Build a Strong Canadian
Contribution to the Ocean Decade' * St. John’s, NL

June 2-11, 2023 Ocean Week Canada 2023 Virtual and across
Canada

June 11-14, 2023
Coastal Zone Canada 2023 Conference ‘Connecting Canadians with the
Coast’ * Victoria, BC

June 12-14, 2023 H2O Home to Overseas Conference 2023 Halifax, NS

June 14, 2023
Ocean Allies Speaker Series: Gender Equity Presentation by
CCUNESCO Virtual

June 26-30, 2023 MARE People & The Sea Conference 2023 (MARE 2023) Amsterdam,
Netherlands

Upcoming Events

*Endorsed Ocean Decade Action

Email: DFO.OceanDecade-DecennieOcean.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
Website: United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development (2021-2030)

Email: ORCA.AROC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
Website: Oceans Research in Canada Alliance

Twitter: @CanOceanSci

C O N T A C T  U S !

https://www.ofi.ca/event/researchers-conference-2023
https://www.worldaquacultureconference.com/
https://www.worldaquacultureconference.com/
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https://cmos-scmo.ca/
https://cmos-scmo.ca/
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https://oceanweekcan.ca/about/about-ocean-week-canada/
https://oceanweekcan.ca/about/about-ocean-week-canada/
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https://www.h2oconference.ca/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ocean-allies-speaker-series-june-2023-tickets-513332871437?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://marecentre.nl/
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/index-eng.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/un-decade-decennie-nu/index-eng.html
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/oceans-research-canada-alliance
mailto:DFO.OceanDecade-DecennieOcean.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/un-decade-decennie-nu/index-eng.html
mailto:ORCA.AROC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/oceans-research-canada-alliance
https://twitter.com/CanOceanSci

