
Coral & Sponge
Conservation
Strategy
for Eastern Canada 201





Coral & Sponge
Conservation
Strategy
for Eastern Canada 201



Executive 
Summary



C

Executive Summary

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada 3



Acronyms

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada4



Table of Contents

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada 5



Introduction



C

Introduction

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada 7



Purpose of 
the Strategy



T

Purpose of the Strategy

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada 9



Why Protect Corals 
and Sponges?



C

Why Protect Corals and Sponges?

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada 11



Geographic
Scope 



T

Geographic Scope

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada 13



Geographic Scope

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada14

Figure 1: Geographic Scope of the Coral and Sponge Conservation 
Strategy for Eastern Canada
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Table 1: International Commitments
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Table 2: Legislation
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Figure 2: Eastern Canada’s Bioregions and Large Ocean Management Areas
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Table 3: NAFO closures
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Figure 3: NAFO coral and sponge closures*
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Table 4: DFO closed areas related to coral and sponge conservation
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Figure 4: Fisheries and Oceans Canada closed areas (Newfoundland
and Labrador, Maritimes, Gulf and Quebec)
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Figure 5: Fisheries and Oceans Canada closed areas (Central and Arctic)
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Figure 6: Industry-driven closure for coral and sponges
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Table 5: Proposed protected areas and potential management measures 
contributing to coral and sponge conservation
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Figure 7: Proposed MPAs in Atlantic Canada (exact boundaries to be determined)
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Figure 8: Proposed National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) in 
Lancaster Sound
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To conserve the health, composition, and function of coral and sponge species,
communities, and their habitat in support of healthy ecosystems.

To manage human activities with impacts on coral and sponge communities
efficiently and effectively in support of healthy ecosystems and sustained
economic benefits, within a risk assessment framework.

To support decision making through the provision of scientifically based peer-
reviewed advice on the location of corals and sponges, human caused impacts
on these species, the health and integrity of corals and sponges, and their con-
tributions to the conservation of healthy ecosystems.

Table 6: Objectives of the Coral and Sponge Conservation Strategy for 
Eastern Canada
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T1.  Define and Identify Important Coral and Sponge Areas

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

T2.  Identify Threats and Stressors to Corals and Sponges

To inform 
decision making

To inform
decision making

T3.  Assess Risks to Coral and Sponge Areas and Determine whether Management Measures are
Needed

To inform 
decision making 

Table 7 Targets (T) and Actions (A) in support of conservation and 
management objectives
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To inform
decision making

T4.  Protect Important Coral and Sponge Areas through Implementation of New or Existing Man-
agement Measures 

To inform 
decision making

To inform
decision making

To inform
decision making

To develop Policy 

To inform
decision making

To inform
decision making

T5.  Monitor and Evaluate the Effectiveness of the Management Measures 

To inform 
decision making 

To increase knowledge

To inform 
decision making
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To increase knowledge

T6.  Foster Public Involvement and Participation in Conservation and Management of Corals and
Sponges 

To raise 
awareness

To raise  
awareness

To raise  
awareness

To raise 
awareness

T1.  Enhance Ongoing Benthic Habitat Research Activities in relation to Corals and Sponges

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

Table 8 Targets (T) and Actions (A) in support of research objectives
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To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

T2.  Monitor and Evaluate the Health of Corals and Sponges

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

To increase knowledge

T3.  Provide Opportunities for Information Sharing and Research Collaboration

To inform
decision making 

To inform
decision making 

To inform
decision making
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To inform
decision making 

T4. Evaluate the potential Impacts of Conservation Measures on Human Activities 

To inform
decision making
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B1. Impacts to corals and
sponges

Fishing gear 

Oil and gas exploration and devel-
opment

Sub-sea cables 

Mining

Climate change

Appendix B: Challenges for Coral and Sponge Conservation

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada 57



Other
B2. Lack of information
and available research

Appendix B: Challenges for Coral and Sponge Conservation

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada58



Appendix B Citations

Appendix B: Challenges for Coral and Sponge Conservation

Coral & Sponge Conservation Strategy for Eastern Canada 59



Appendix C: 
Management
Measures



T

C1. Industry Initiatives

C2. Regulatory Measures

Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Fishery (General) Regulations

Appendix C: Management Measures
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Figure 9: Range of closure mechanisms (this list is not all inclusive)



Fisheries Management Measures

Fisheries Protection Program

Marine Protected Areas

Other Government Departments
and Agencies

Industry Canada

Parks Canada 

Appendix C: Management Measures
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Nunavut Planning Commission 

Management of offshore hydrocarbon op-
eration activities 

Appendix C: Management Measures
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Figure 10: Ecological risk analysis process for cold water coral and
sponge dominated communities (DFO 2013)
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Newfoundland and Labrador Region

Maritimes Region

Quebec Region 

Gulf Region

Central and Arctic Region

Contact
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