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ANNUAL REPORT -

OF

PIERRE FORTIN, Esq,

STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE IN COMMAND OF THE EXPEDITION
FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE FISHERIES IN THE GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE,
ON BOARD ‘‘ LA CANADIENNE,"” DURING THE SEASON OF 1865.

LAPRAIRIE, 31st December, 1866.
The Honorable ALEXANDER CAMPBELL,

Commissioner of Crown Lands, Ottawa’
Sig,—1I have the honor to transmit to you, for the information of His Excellency, the
Governor General, the following Report of my cruise on board the Government Schooner,
“ La Canadienne,” in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, for the protection of the fisheries, during

the season of 1865.
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your humble and obedient Servant,
P. ForTin.

Honorable ALEXANDER CAMPBELL,

Commissioner of Crown liands, Ottawa.

Sir,—I was very desirous to have sailed for the Gulf at as early a period as last year
(the 30th April), and even earlier had it been possible; unfortunately the caulking and
painting of the hull of the schooner, together with the other repairs which had, of necessity,
to be made to the deck and therigging, did not allow of our getting “ La Canadienne” afloat
previous to the 29th April.

Several more days were spent in taking on board the sails, the running rigging, and the
provisions,required for 2 six months’ cruise. At last, on the Tth, the crew was complete,
everything was ready on board for departure, and we only awaited a favorable wind.

The wind had been in the east for two days, but at four o’clock in the afternoon of the
7th it began to blow from the west, and we hastened to set sail at 4.30 P. M.

On the evening of the next day we touched at Malbaie, where I landed to take, before
the Clerk of the Court, the oaths required by law, as a Justice of the Peace for the Saguenay
District. On the 10th I stopped at Rimouski for the same purpose; and at the same time
1 issued some salmon fishing licenses.

In the course of the night a little schooner called the Dolphin, Captain McIntosh, an-
chored, like ourselves, under the shelter of the upper end of the Island of St. Bernabé (the
wind blowing from the east), was thrown by a high gale from the south on the reef of that
Island. She was in a very critical position, and would, very probably, have suffered a great
disaster had she not been relieved by us. At the first ery of alarm from the shipwrecked
sailors, Captain Bernier flew to their assistance with a portion of the crew of “ La Cana-
dienne,” and after two hours of severe labor succeeded in getting her afloat, and conveyed
her into a place of safety.



On the morning of the 11th we left Rimouski with a fine breeze from the south, but
in the afternoon and night we had bad weather and a contrary wind. We succeeded, how-
ever, in reaching Point des Monts at 6 the following morning. . .

1 issued salmon-fishing licenses at that place, and in the afternoon, the ’wmd baving
veered round to the north-west, I took advantage of it to proceed, about 7 o’clock in the
evening, to Trinity Bay, where I met A. Comean, Esquire, the fishery overseer of that part
of the coast. .

I left with that officer the fishing licenses for his division, to be distributed by him to
the fishermen, and at 10.25 P.M., my business being concluded at that place, we again set sail.

On the 13th, we had only a very light breeze, with fog.

On the morning of the 14th, favored by a fresh breeze from the north-west, we reached
Seven Islands Bay, passing through fields of floating ice, which completely blocked up the
entrance. This amounts to saying that spring had as yet made but little progress on the
north shore of the River St.-Lawrence. In fact the snow still covered the mountains, and
even the level land in many places. In the woods it lay from two to three feet deep. In the
midst of this snow which gave token of the severity of the climate of this part of the country,
here and there masses of rock and beach sand were beginning to appear, and even some clus-
ters of moss and withered herbage, but of vegetation there were as yet no signs. Yet the ice
had moved out of the rivers on the north at the usual éime, but the water was everywhere
high, and it was expected that the river, and even the sea fisheries would begin later than usual.

‘Whilst I am speaking of the climate of the coast, a few words respecting the hunting of
fur-yielding animals, which is carried on in these parts, may not be out of place.

Fox hunting had not been very productive.

Tbe hunters of the martin, who had penetrated far into the interior, had been very success-
ful. The Indians of Bersimis especially had brought in a quantity of those very valuable furs.

Otters on the contrary had been rather scarce,

Hares would have appeared to have made 2 rendezvous in that part of the country, for
they had never been before seen in such large numbers; and in 2 year in which provisions
were very scaree, and could not even be had in some places, they proved to be a providential
assistance to many families.

Nor had game been deficient; the ptarmigan, the most valuable of all, which is found
on this coast during the winter, appeared everywhere in sufficient quantity to allow persever-
ing hunters to reap a rich reward for their labors.

1landed at Seven Islands the Collector of that Port, Mr. Antoine Talbot, with his fam-
ily, and also the fishery overseer of the Moisie Division. I had previously given to the lat-
ter the necessary instructions to guide him in the execution of his duty. He was to proceed
to the Moisie River as soon as possible,

Business beiog concluded, I gave orders to set sail for Percé ; it was 11.15 A.M. We
had 2 favorable wind during the day, but at night it foll calm. The next day, finding the
wind contrary at Cape Gaspé, we put into Gaspé Basin at 2.35 P.M.

I at once sent for the fishery overseer of the Division, Mr. Thomas Bogle, and that of-
ficer having come on board, I began the distribution of fishing licenses for Gaspé Bay, and
the two rivers which discharge their waters into it.

At night-fall T had concluded this business, which was by no means inconsiderable, there
being 54 licenses to write out in duplicate. ' :

There were as yet only two large vessels (one of which was from abroad) and some
schooners in the Port of Gasp6. Besides business bad hardly commenced. The rivers and
harbor of the basin had only been open for about a fortnight, and the water was excesgively
high in consequence of the melting of the snow, of which there were still masses of from three
to four feet decp, and even more in the surroundiog forests. The temperature, ag may be
supposed, was influcnced by this state of things; it was still very cold, especially at night.

On the 16th, about one o’clock in the morning, we left Gaspé Basin favored by a land
breeze, At 10 A.M., T landed at Douglastown to issue salmon fishing licenses for the River
8t. John, the Barachoiz and Malbaie, and returned on board shortly before noon.

515 1}})%&115 one in the afternoor we touched at Point St. Peter, and anchored at Percé at
.. I paid » hasty visit to the establishments at that Place, and at 8.30 P.M., ail
pail for the Magdelen Islands, where we arrived next lgllav a:t half past five in ,tl‘:;e &‘%er:o:z?



‘We anchored at the place called Le Moulin.

Harbor.

There were already at anchor there 11 schoon-
ers from Cheticamp, Island of Cape Breton, which had come to the Islands with the intention
of engaging in the cod fishery.

On the morning of the 18th, we proceeded to anchor in Pleasant Bay, opposite Amherst

I at once went ashore and had the pleasure of meeting the Collector of Customs of

the Port of Amherst, and the principal shippers and inhabitants of the Island. They were
good enough to furnish me with the following information.

The winter had been tolerably mild in those parts. The socw had loog since disap-
peared. Navigation, in Pleasant Bay, had been open for the schooners fitted out for seal-
hunting since the 21st March, and the first schooners from Nova Scotia, fitted out for the
herring fishery, had arrived at Amherst Harbor on the 27th April.

The herring had made its appearance, on the latter date, in Pleasant Bay,
seldom been seen there in greater abundance.

and it had

Accordingly all the schooners which came

to take part in the herring fishery, had been able to complete their.lading without any
very great exertions. .
The following is a list of the vessels:—

ScrooNERs from Nova Scotia, arrived at Amherst Island this spring to engage in
the Herring Fishery.

k3 w4

o -3 =k

Name of Schooner. Name of Captain. From what Port. g .g K] £ E

3] ]
ER-]

2 =4
“ Apna Lavinia”.. «.r.|Wm. McDorald.. 81 4 1,400
“ Amegaut” R. Nicholson 89 10 1,000
“ Catherine” .| D. Jackson 21 4 400
¢ Nec plus Ul P. Malcom. 48 6 700
“ Crniser” J. Walker, 40 3 800
“ Alma”.. E. Lahnes. 65 10 900
« Celerity” . H. Grezner 67 8 700
“J. A. McKeanes J. Riteey.. 49 10 700
“ Vinanee” ceieeses G. Romkey 57 8 850
“ Dusky Lake” .. Wm. Parks. . Liverpool (N. £. 44 8 500
¢« Arriel Corkum®., .1J. Hunter Halifax..... .. 46 8 700
« Visit” |Wm. Fall, 45 7 600

..|J. R. Hilton. 110 10 1,800 -

B. Merrill 46 8 700
i 55 6 800
35 5 500
38 7 600
“ Swar”.. Do . 46 10. 700
“ Nimble” .. Lunembour, 59 8 800
“P, 8. L. Halifax . 67 8 1,000
“ Bloomer”... .|J. Walker.... Point Hawksbury [3 5 950
“ Tropie Bird” .|E. Maxner Halifax.. ...... . 4 8 700
“ Birocco” weeees - .)8. Andersen. Do 56 .7 800
“ Princess Louisa’ .|J. Muir..,. Do ] 43 [3 500
“ British Tar”... .JA. Evans... | 41 8 500
“ Hummirg Bird"” Wm. Lean.wneiviseess DO aeceenan J 49 7 500
“ Speck”... ... . ae Wm. Murray J 36 5 500
“ Bridget & Ann” .|Wm., McKay q 28 4 400
“ Swan” J. Hunt.... [ 74 6 | Trader.
“ Plover” 5 Yarmouth (N. 8. 44 4 600
¢ Mary” i Do 43 4 700
“ Calder”.... St. Andrews .... 39 4 500
“ D. Campbell”.. Do 61 7 700
‘ Princess Augusta”. West Isles 37 & 500
“ SPray”’.e....ces « Yarmouth... | 22 4 400
# Leading Star” C. Counterway ..|Halifax .| 38 8 500
“ Brilliant Star” .|8. Smith...... Do .Lo39 7 600
# Jane Otis”........ . R. Keating... Do .. 50 4 40
¢ Louise Montgomery”...|L. Mantgomery Charlottetown . 8 4 500
# J. P, Tilton” uc.enveesy oo |J: Rudolpho i coiisrenncs Halifax.. .. « oot 65 8 1,000
Tot8liseess avere suvqers| 1908 261 | 26,640
ey i gk Vel Gt r 2RI aculies et



Tt will be observed that these vessels were in small number, in comparison with pre-
ceding years, and that they were all, with one exception, from Nova Scotia. Formerly a
certain number came from the United States and from Prince Edward’s Island. .

The inhabitants of the islands had taken among them about 3,000 barrels of herring,
barely enough for their winter supply ; their being unprovided with great seines alone pre-
vented their taking more, for at the time of our leaving Amherst, on the 21st May, large
shoals of herring were still to be observed in Pleasant Bay.

Cod had been taken near Deadman Island since the 9th May, and its speedy appear-
ance in Pleasant Bay and in the other places frequented by it in the vicinity of the
islands, was looked for.

,  The Amherst Harbor aud House Harbor schooners, except one which had been wreeked
on the coast of St. George’s Bay, had returned from their perilous occupation of seal-huating
in the midst of the floating ice in the Gulf, at the usual period, that is, about the begin-
niog of May. They‘only brought back in all 4,396 seals. This was a greater yield than
the average of late years, though it was still not very great.

Some schooners had done better than others ; they might count upon a good profit
from the sale of the oil, which commanded a high price this spring. The others would
hardly repay the cost of the voyage. The hunters, however, did not complain that the
seals had become more scarce; the.ill success of their undertaking was to be attributed
rather to the bad weather and the storms which they had encountered.

On the 19th, I visited the Port of Amherst and I subjoin a list of the vessels which
were there.

VISIT TO THE PORT OF AMHERST, 19TH MaY, 1865.

%e | ma
Name of Schooner, Name of Captain. From what Port. g 2 ..E EE
13 H'a D .o
5@ =11
z
«...|George Leonard............|St. Andrews, N. S. 61 7 700
(7. Nickson, wueeeaien +..| Yarmouth....... 43 4 700
J. Cruicksh k Halifax.... 67 8 1,000
Aung. Martinet.......coveeeee Amherst 36 4 | Ballast,
« J. Tilton”, .|J. Rudolph.. .| Halifax.... 65 8 1,000
¢ Engédi” .|@. Cormier... .|Amherst... 30 10 | Ballast.
“ Cutter"”.. .|J. Vigneault. . o .. 27 9 do
“ Loup-Marin” ..|A. Devaux,..... Do 37 9 do
“ Flora™...coaeeisns L. Boudreau Do 34 10 do
<. 0. Bourque........ Do 37 4 do
..{Is. Lacombe..... Do 36 5 do
Totalueicionree wrnes | 473 78 3,400

. A comparison between this list and that which precedes it, and the statements of pre-
ceding years will show that the number of schooners which resorted to Pleasant Bay to
carry on the herring fishery, was as great as in the three years last past, but much less
than in 1860 and 1861, at whioch time from two to threehundred were counted in this same
hatbor of Amherst. The reason of this was that since the breaking out of the American
war, the herring, for want of a ready market, did not fetch so high a price as formerly ;
and a large number of the schooners which used to engage in that fishery, there being no
furthar ptx;)ﬁtz (t)?hbil madie by 1:, Jeﬁe madiI use of for other trade and for other fisheries..

n the 20th Ma visited House Harbor. ing i i
ahich T o2 there.y, or. The following is 3 list of the vesgels
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VISIT To HOUSE HARBOR, 20TH MAY, 1865.

° .
. o [ [
Name of Schooxner. Name of Captain. From what Port. g 2 s =
= 8" K]
ER
=z
“ Zélie” ... .. «.|H. Richard House Harbor.....cvuve.n. 36 10 | Ballast.
« Zélie”.. V. D. Cormier D 33 10 o
“ Anny” ... «.|Wm. Terria 41 10 do
¢ Archangel”. .{N. Jonfe .. 40 10 do
“ Mary” .... .IN. Arseneau. 40 10 do
« Jenny Lin ..1P. Turbide... 39 10 do
¢ Onézime”,... .|M. Richard.. 42 10 do
*‘ Dolphin”. 0. Richard.. 52 10 do
“ Greenock”.. T. Terriau... 39 10 do
“ Bmélite” ... ..|A. Bourque.. 27 10 do
¢ Two Brothers”.. .|R. Delaney.. 10 do
* Kate”........ PR 1J. Smith 5 Salt.
115

All these schooners, with the exception of the Kate from Halifax, had been engaged
in seal-bunting ; they were, at the time, being fitted out for the cod fishery.

At my visits to the several harbors, I had caused to be posted up, at all places frequent-
ed by the fishermen, the regulations respecting the Magdalen Islands.

On the 21st the herring fishery being considered quite over, and there being nothing
more to be done until the mackerel fishery began, I gave orders to sail for the Bay of
Chaleurs.

At 4.45, p.m., we left House Harbor and at 8.45, p.m., we cast anchor at the Basin.
At 10.45, p.m., we were again under sail ; the wind being favourable we hastened to avail
ourselves of it.

‘We had a very rapid run and next day, at half past four in the afternoon, we anchored
in the Harbor of Paspebiac. I found there the following vessels. Some had arrived from
Europe with merchandize and fishing apparatus ; the others were employed in the fisheries :

PASPEBIAC HARBOR, 22ND MaY, 1865.

G
3
o 5 ®
Name of Vessel, Name of Captain. g 2.5 Remarks.
3] E a
z .
|
Barque ¢ Columbus”.. «.|P. Marrett.. l 203 I 12 |From Europe.
Schooner ¢ Tickler” . 96 8 Do
Barque “ C. R. C,”. 210 12 Do
Brig « C. T- Sutton’ 197 12 Do
Schooner ‘“ Ant".. 58 7 | Coasting.
Do  “Bee ... . 53 | v Do
Do ¢ Nova Scotian”......{L. Bourdage 63 5 Do
“ Lady Elgin”......... .. PN C. Bernier 90 ' 6 Do
970 [ o |

1 paid but a short visit to Paspebiac, everything being in order there.

From the 23rd, on which day I proceeded to Carleton, I was engaged in issuing sal-
mon fishiog licenses for the rivers and coast of the Bay of Chaleurs. In the performance
of that duty I went, after leaving Carleton, to Nouvelle on the 24th May, to Dalhousie on
the 26th, to Maguacha on the 26th, to New Richmond, a second time, on the 27th, and
then to Carleton, a second time on the 29th,

We were often delayed in our trips by fogs which wero very frequent in the gulf
dpring the spring sensop and ye had also saveral times to gontend with contrary winds,
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At Maguacha I gave orders to Mr. A. McEwen to examine the nets in the River Risti-
gouche, and especially to prevent Mr. Busteed from setting one of his nets on the sand
bank in the middle of the river, opposite to his property, and to cause him to set it near
the shore. He was also to see that Mr. Duncan did not set his net further out than is
allowed by law, that is, that he should only occupy one-third of the stream, that is to say,
two-thirds of the part of the stream which belongs to Canada, it being admitted that the
two Provinces of which the river forms the boundary, are entitled to equal parts of that
stream at that place.

Being informed, some days later, that Mr. Finlay Cook had taken the place of Mr.
McEwen, as Fishery Overseer for the River Ristigouche division, I gave to the former the
same instructions that T had already given to the latter.

I venture to call attention to the fact that on the Canadian side of the River Risti-
gouche, the main chanuel is never obstructed by nets, and if the same system was followed
on the New Brunswick side, the salmon would have full liberty to ascend the stream and
spread throughout all its branches, there to propagate its species without any obstacle.
The happy results which would be the consequence of suck a state of things, if carried out
in good faith, may be easily imagined.

On our side we have only eleven salmon fishing stations within an extent of 15 miles
on the River Ristigouche, and most of them take up only one-tenth, and I might say only
one-twentieth, of the stream.

By the map which I farnished to the Department last year, it may be seen that the
nets are set in a very different way on the New Brunswick side, and that they are there
very close together, especially in the vicinity of the termination of the tidal waters. But
besides this, the laws, of which the object is the protection of the salmon, are constantly
violated in the neighboring Province; at least, so I am informed by persons who are well
acquainted with the facts, and who reside on the banks of the River Ristigouche.

I shall return to this subject in another part of my report.

Suffice it to say for the present, that at this visit to the rivers falling into the Bay of
Chaleurs, I found, as yet, no salmon pets set. The water, swollen by the melting of the
snow, was still too high to allow of the placing of the pickets to which the nets are at-
tached ; salmou, however, were already to be seca at the mouths of the rivers.

The herring fishery had been very productive this year in the Bay of Chaleurs, espe-
cially on the coast of Maria, where more than 12,000 barrels had been taken.

On the 31st, after leaving Carleton about four o’clock in the worning, I touched at
Port Daniel, at ten o’clock, to issue salmon-fishing licenses for that locality.

Towards evening we reached Little Pabos,and having met Mr. J. Rémon, Fishery Over-
seer, I placed in his hands the fishing licenses for his district. About nine o’clock we
again set sail, and shortly after midnight anchored at Percé.

We were soon after overtaken in that barbor by a violent storm from the N.N.W,,
which compelled us to remain there two days.

The cod fishery had begun on the coast of Gaspé at a later period than last year. It
had not been good up to that time. The caplin had not as yet appeared on the coast ; the
bait which the fishermen were using was the herring.

Ou the 3rd we left Percé at a very early hour, and after stopping for some hours at
Malbaie 2nd Point St. Peter, we entered Gaspé Basin at half-past threc in the afternoon.
I visited that port, and after huving ascertained that everything was going on well there,
I gave orders to sail with the first favorable wind. :

The salmon fishery had commenced a week previously in the North-west, South-west,
and 8t. John Rivers. The beginning had been very promising ; some very large salmon
had been already taken. )

The_ s:chooners fitted out for the whale and cod fishery were ready to sail, and were
oq]y awaiting a favorable opportunity to proceed to the places where they hoped to meet
with the best chances of success. Some were going north, and the others were to proceed
as far even as Newfoundland.

On the the 4th we took advantage of o fresh breeze from the north-west to get under
way for the Magdalen Islands. Woe left Gaspé Basin about three o’clock in the after-
noon, and at half-past eight on the following morning we were at anchor at Le Moulin

(Amberst Island).” At that plage wo found five schogners from the Island of Cape Breton,
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fitted out for the cod fishery. The bad weather had compelled them to run in there for shelter.
They reported to us that the cod fishery was by no means good.

On the 6th, about noon, we proceeded to anchor in Amherst harbor.

) The mackerel fishery had been carried on in Pleasant Bay since the 31st of May with
various success. The greatest quantity of mackerel had been taken during the first nights
which followed its appearance.

I only found in the Port of Amherst, out of eleven schooners which were there on the
6th of June—as may be seen by the following table—five schooners fitted out for the mack-
erel fishery, which were owned out of the Province. The number of nets, also, set
in Pleasant Bay this year, was very much less than usual in past years. I do not think
that there were more than seven or eight hundred instead of two or three thousand, which I
formerly found there at a similar date, some years ago.

PORT OF AMHERST, 6TH JUNE, 1865.

a Cargo.
s
Name of Schooner. Name of Captain. From what Port. 5 —_— ———
o |8E Mack-
8 52 Nets. erel.
13 z
. Barrels.
“ Marie Dina”.... ..|Quebec. 43 5.
“ A. Paiochaud”. Magdale 45 5
¢ Nec plus Ultra”.. Gut of Canso 48 9
« Fleet Wing”. A Auwberst.. 36 5
 Busy Bee”. A. Emery.. wut of Ca 16 4
“ Mary Ann’ . Redmon Halifex 42 6
+ Clara”... Do 33 8
¢ Blossom”.. S e Do 28 7
.| R. Redmond.. Do 60 8
.|Hy. Boudreaun.. ...|Amherst 23 10 Ballast.
A DevauXo. i | DO eereeeeereeaes e sreees 37 10 Ballast,
! Totadueconieeneennens 411 77 455

What was it that prevented a greater number of Nova Scotian schooners from being
fitted out this year for the Mackerel fishery in Pleasant Bay? It was, doubtless, the little
hope that existed of a profitable market for their fish, and the ill success of their fishery
during the last two or three years.

During this visit to the Magdalen Islands, which wasprolonged until the morning ofthe 12th
June, I was engaged specially in causing the regulations respecting the mackerel fishery to
be observed ; these, as is well known, oblige the fishermen to leave all that part of Pleasant
Bay which is opposite to Amherst Harbor entirely free from nets, in order that pavigation
may not be impeded, and also that the shoals of Mackerel may have easy access to the head
of the Bay, when they go to deposit their spawn. And I have the satisfaction of being able
to assert that all these regulations were scrupulously observed by our own as well as by
foreign fishermen. The same was the case with the regulations for the Port of Amherst.

On the 12th, the mackerel fishery was nearly over; and nothing further requiring my
presence in Pleasant Bay, T gave orders to set sail for the coast of Labrador.

At 11.45 A.M.,we weighed anchor, and with the help of a strong breeze from the south,
we were able to make a very rapid run across, and arrived at the Harbor of Natashquan the
next day, at a quarter to three in the afternoon.

I found in that harbor, one brig, and in the little harbor adjacent, fifteen Canadian
schooners, fitted out for the cod-fishery.

The cod had appeared on the coast nine or ten days previously, but was not yet suf-
ficiently abundant to allow the fishermen to take more than one or two drafts a day. Up to
that time the herring had been the bait used, but it was hoped that another, of which the
cod is much more fond, would very shortly be substituted for it; this was the caplin, which
was beginning to appear near the shore.

On the 16th, I visited the Great Natashquan River, the waters of which were so swollen
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that the lessec of the salmon fishery in the estuary of that magnificent stream had been unable
as yet to set more thau two nets, and the salmon which he had taken (ten barrels) was hardly
worth mentioning. It was thought that as the fishing season was already far advanced, Mr.
Boulet would again, this year, derive but a small return from the Natashquan River.

I measured the northern limit of the fishery at the mouth of the Natashquan River.
and placed, at a distance of 2 mile from the northern point of the Putlet of the river, a post,
to indicate the spot where Mr. Hippolite Vigneault’s station was for the future to be situ-
ated. The latter was removed about one-third of a mile further north than it was
before. It was also necessary to move one of Mr. Talbot’s stations 500 paces in the same
direction.

These new arrangements being completed, it is certain that Mr. Boulet had nolonger
the slightest ground of complaint against Mr. Vigneault, especially this spring, a new
channel having opened in the northern entrance to the river. . .

Three schooners from the Village of Natashquan had been out seal-hunting on the ice
this spring, and one of them had been unfortunately lost,shaving been crushed by the ice
near the reefs called Les Fleurs, on the western coast of Newfoundland. The crew how-
ever was saved by another schooner which was sailing in company.

The other two, which were fortunate enough to return to port without accident, had
brought back 640 seals; this was ar average yield.

Ileft a fishery overseer at the Natashquan River, and gave him instructions to guide
him in the execution of his duty.

I was compelled by high winds from the north-west to remain at Natashquan until
the 17th. On that day we got under sail at 10 in the morning, and in the evening we
lay-to off Watsheeshoo.

I informed Mr. Tanguay, who came on board, of your decision in relation to the affair
of the Great Watsheeshoo River. I told him that he might fish there this year, and I
gave him a license to do so.  But I notified him that after this season, that stream would
be closed to the net fishery until further orders, and  that consequently he could not carry
on the salmon fishery there. ’

Mr. Tanguay had as yet only taken a few salmon in Little Watcheshoo River and
Piashter Bay.

Being unable to reach Corneille River, I wrote to its occupants to inform them of the
decigion that you had come to with respect to that river, which, after this season, was also
to be closed to the salmon fishery with nets until further orders.

We continued under way during the night, and on the moraing of the 18th we an-
chored at Esquimaux Point.

Twelve schooners belonging to that village had engaged iu seal-hunting on the ioe
this spring ; they brought back 8,137 of those animals. They had subsequently again
eailed to engage in the cod fishery on the Coast of Labrador.

About noon we again set sail, but a calm, and contrary currents soon compelled us to
cast anchor.

The next day I ascertained that nobody was fishing in the Romaine River, and after
having issued  fishing license to André Blais, who fishes on the coast some miles from
that river, we reached Mingan about half past five in the afternoon.

I gave out the few salmon fishing licenses to be issued for that place. Oua that day
I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Whiteher, who took passage on board “La Canadisnne,”
with the lessee of the fluvial division of the River St. John.

The weather was too bad on the 20th to allow of our sailing.

On the 21st, we suiled at 9 A.M.,, and after having visited the establishments at Long
Point, we reached River St. John in the evening.

At those two places the cod fishery was hardly commencing, and but very little was
to be found on the coast.

The uext day I landed at River St. John, but had great difficulty in getting in
t)}?ac to Mr. Birois’ establishment, which is siuated about hgalf a mile f{om tghe m%uth n:;yf

¢ river.

_ The waters of the river, swollen by the melting of the snow in the forests in the in-
terior, and by the heavy r:ins, had become an immense torrent, against which the fishing
boats strove in vain to ascend, except when they were assisted by the rising tide.
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The currents being so strong and the waters so high, it was impossible for the lessees
of the river to set their nets with the slightest chanee of success. It was thought that
instead of deriviug any profit from the fishery they would be losers by it.

Taking all this into consideration, Mr. Whitcher did vot think it right to compel the
lessees of the St. John River to accept their lease on the conditions at first agreed upon;
and after having deliberated as to what was best to be done, we came to the conclusion
that I should issue them fishing licenses for nine stations for the sum of $96. Mr. Beau-
lieu, also, was to have his old station, vn payment of $10. ’

. A little before noon we left River St. John to proceed to Shelldrake River, where we
arrived towards evening.

As at all the other posts on the north shore which we had visited, the cod fishery
had so far been bad ; I issued some salmon fishing licenses there, and before night we
again set sail for the Moisie River, where we arrived in the afternoon of the next day.

The waters of the Moisie River also were swollen thi§ spring by the melting of the
snow, and by the rain, but not to so great an extent, however, as to prevent the lessee
from setting his nets.

Salmon appeared to be tolerably abundant there, and Mr. Holliday had already de-
spatched several cargoes of that fish, in the fresh state, to Quebec.

Cod had not appeared on the Moisie fishing grounds until the 23rd; besides it ap-
peared to be in such small quantity, and the season was so far advanced that even average
results from the fishery could hardly be expected. It must be acknowledged that the cod,
for some years past, had become more and more scarce in these parts.. Alrcady several
outfitters, discouraged by the want of success in preceding years, had abandoned the
Moisie bank, and several others proposed to do the same at the conclusion of this season,
unless some favorable change in the produects of the cod fishery should present itself.

It will be seen by the table in the appendix, that the number of boats there was al-
ready very much less than in preceding years.

On the 24th, I was called upon to hear and judge a case of contravention of the-fishery
law.® A fisherman, engaged by a written instrument to serve as such, had refused to fulfil
his ‘engagement. The defendant was summoned to appear before me, and the offence
having been proved, he was condemped to pay a fine of $30, or in defanlt of payment, to
one month’s imprisonment ; and as he either would not or could not pay the fine, I was
compelled to take him on board to convey him to the gaol nearest to the place where judg-
ment was rendered in the suit; this was at Percé, 125 miles from the Moisie River. The
common gaol of the District, at Malbaie, was still farther distant, for to reach it, a sea
voyage of 220 miles would have had to be made; as to reaching it by land it was a matter
of impossibility.

‘We left the Moisie River on the morning of the 25th. In the afternoon I stopped at
Pigou and Basin River, and towards night at Shallop River. I visited the establishmenta
at those places; everything was in order there, but the cod fishery had made no greater
progress there than it had done at Moisie River.

On the morning of the 26th we anchored opposite Thunder River. The cod had
only appeared there two days before, and the fishery was not beginning with very great
promise of success. '

As may be seen by what I have said in the preceding pages, the cod appeared along
the whole of the north shore at a muceh later period in the season, and in much smaller
quantity than usual. There are grouuds for believing that some extraordinary circum-
stances must have influenced the movement of the shoals of cod in the Gulf this year, and
that, instead of penetrating into its waters and into those of the River St. Lawrence, at the
usual period, their course was directed towards more fortunate shores, probably in pursuit
of the shoals of small fish upon which the cod habitually feeds, and which, like it, migrate
periodically into the Gulf.

After having caused to be removed a net which partially obstructed the entrance to
the port of Thunder River, we set sail for  the west point of the Island of Anticosti at
8.15 A.M.

At that place we found cod in abundance; for some days past the bopts had been
taking ftoxr{: 5 ta 7 drafgs a day, The cod had appeared there on the 1st Jie.

Y
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At two in the afternoon we steercd for Percé. Next day, bad weather coming on, we

were compelled to run into Gaspé Basin. . .
At Cape Des Rosiers, and in the vicinity, we had seen a number of fishing boats in
the offing ; unfortunately there was but little cod. ]
On the 28th I proceeded with the sctooner {0 the Barachoix of Malbaie, to settle
some differences in relation to the fishery, which had arisen among the fishermen of that

lace.
F In the afterooon we anchored at Percé, and there the prisoner Dionne was at once in-
carcerated.

Oa the 29th, a holiday, and day of merry-making among the fishermeu, it was feared
that there might be some disorder at Percé, there being a great deal of excitement. I
considered it advisable to cause the place to be patrolled by a party of my men during the
vight, and this had the effect of maintaining order and tranquillity ; there was ounly one
case of agsault and battery, whith was heard next day before P. LeBoutillier, Esquire, Dr.
Cormick, J. P, and myself. The defendant being found guilty was fined $10, which was
at once paid.

The cod fishery was no better at Percé thaa at the time of my first visit, although the

><bait (the caplin) was abundant.

We left Percé at half past ten in the forenoon. We touched at Point Si. Peter about
one in the afternoon, and entered Gaspé Basin in the evening.

The next day (July 1st) I returned to Douglastown, and after having settled several
disputes, which hud arisen there since my last visit, we sailed for the Island of Anticosti
at half past eleven in the forenoon.

In Gaspé Bay the cod had been very scarce since the begioning of the season, and
great complaints were made of the small products yielded by the fishery.

Harly on the 2nd we anchored at the south-west point of the Island of Anticosti.

I 2t once directed Mr. Tétu to proceed to make an inspection of the salmon nets set
in Jupiter River, and that officer reported to me some hours later that there was nothing
wrong there. °

1 left there a fishery overseer, the duty assigned to whom was the superintendence of
the fisheries of the Island of Anticosti, especially of the salmon fishery. I gave to that
oflicer the instructisns necessary in such cases.

There was u great deal of cod on the coast of that part of the Islands The salmon, on
the contrary, did not appear to be plentiful; ouly two had as yet been taken in Jupiter
River.

At that place I had the pleasure of meeting the Reverend Mr. Brunet, of the Laval
Upiversity. That botanist was on a herborizing tour. Mr. Gaudet, P.L.&., was also at
the south-west point. He was charged by the Department with the duty of making an
explor-ation of the rivers of tho Island of Anticosti, in relation to the salmon fishery.

Lo the afternoon we sailed for the north shore. Next morniog, when off the Perroquets
Rock, we encountered a violent storm of wind from the south-cast, accompanied by rain.
Howev er, we suceceeded in entering Mingan Harbor about three o’clock in the afternoon.

Th ere were four schooners in that port. Oua the 4th we had rain, fog, and an east
wind. 1 took advantage of the presence of a skilful diver who was then at Mingan, to
have the: lower part of our rudder ezamined, the iron work of which appeared to us o be
ro lovger firm, to judge from the violenut blows received by the vessel from the rudder
when sail'og iv a rough sea. It was found, in fact, that the pintle supporting the stem of
the rudde.r was worn by friction, and especially by oxidation. But it might still be used
throughou ¢ the season without danger.  We were greatly reassured by tho examination.
However, .copper fastenings should be substituted for the iron work in question.

All wa s quiet at Mingan and in the vicinity.

Ou the 5th we left Mingan about four o’clock in the morning. I touched at Esqui-
maux Poiet oo the way, and in the evening landed at the Nabisippi river.

Mr. Roc hette, the lessee of that stream, was carrying ou a very successful salmon fish-
ery, and Mr. Kennedy, of the Agwanus River, was succeeding quite as well as the former
But the cod was scarce on the coast. )

Next day, at 4 in the morning, we anchored at the great N i -
lected there, the following informa%i,on. g stashquan River. T col




The salmon fishing carried on by Mr. Boulet had becn very unproductive, he had

taken only 50 barrels. Mr. Powell, the lessee of the fluvial division of that magaificent .

stream, had, on the contrary, been most successful in fishing for salmon with the rod and
fly. Never had so many salmon been seen at tho foot of the rapids in that river; most of
them were very large.

An idea may be formed of Mr. Powell’s success, when I state that with thres rods

that gentleman and his companions had already taken several hundred salmon. Oune of
them, in a single day, caught thirty-three with his own rod. This was a most conclusive
proof that there was a great deal of salmon in the Natashquan River.

And how could it be otherwise ? For two years past Mr. Boulet, either in consequence
of the height of the water or of the inexperience of the fishermen employed by him, had ob-
tained only some fifty barrels of salmon a year from that river, which, under ordinary circum-
stances, and when well fished, ought to yield at least 200 barrels.

Accordingly, because Mr. Boulet has not been successful, the conclusion must not be
come to that there is less salmon in the river than formerly. The reverse is the case: per-
sons who have gone up the streain, and who have seen the huudreds of salmon at the foot of
the rapids and in their vicinity, can be brought to prove the fact.

The Fishery Overseer for the division reported to me that all was going on well there.

The cod fishery on the Natashquan Bank appeared to have been improving for some time
past.

At half past nine in the morning we again set sail, and about two in the afternoon I
visited the Kegasca River, as far as the first rapids. I found there a net extending a little
too far into the channel ; I caused it at once to be shortened.

We left that place towars evening, and next day, about noon, we reached Little Mecea-
tina. In the afternoon I touched at Whale-head, and in the evening we entered the harbor
of Mutton Bay. I found there 15 schooners, all belonging to Canada, which were carrying
on the cod fishery with tolerable success; but there had been a very much larger number of
fishing vessels there a few weeks previously.

* The cod had been very abundant on this part of the coast, as had also been the case at
Whale-head and Little Meceatina from the commencement of the season; the cap'in had also
been plentiful, but for some days past it had been diminishing in quantity. Unfortunately,
most of the fishing vessels, especially those from Canada, had reached this place, so well known
on the coast of Labrador, after the best of the fishery was over.

The salmon had appeared late at the Meccatina River and on the adjacent stations, and
but very little was being taken.

In the evening I was informed that there were persons on the Murr Islands, engaged in col-
lecting the eggs of the murr (guillemot, Urea Ringvia) and of the penguin (alea torda), and
I resolved to go thither vext day.

On the 8th, we set sail about four o’clock in the morning, and two hours afterwards we
reached the Murr Rocks. I found, as I had been told, three gatherers of eggs, forming part
of the crew of a schoooer calied the Ocean Bride, 21 [tons, Alexander Myers, master, of
Halifax. They were living in a hut on one of the rocks, and in the three weeks which they
bad spent there, had already collected 25') dozens of eggs. Their guilt was clear; I took the
three individuals in the act of gathering the eggs of wild fowl, in contravention of one of the
most important sections of the Lower Canada Game Act. Nothing, therefore, remained for
me to do but to inflict the punishment prescribed by law in such cases. I condemned each of
them to pay a fine of $20, or, in default of payment, to two mounths’ imprisonm:nt; and as
they could not pay, I took them on board La Canadienne, in order to convey them to the gaol
at Amherst, in the Magdalen Islands.

This expedition concluded, I returned to the entrance of Mutton Bay about nine in the
morning. 1 then visited the harbor of Great Meccatina, Red Bay, La Tabatiére, and Lac
Salé, and we then proceeded to anchor at three in the afternoon, near Fox Island, where it
was suspected that the Ocean DBride lay. She was found at anchor in a little cove called
Eggman Harbor. '

I found the hold of the vessel half full of peoguins’ and murrs’ eggs, especially the latter.
There were 914 dozeus. The Captain and his two men could not but acknowledge that all
these eggs of wild fowl had been taken from the islands adjoining the coast of Labrador; they

/
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also, therefore, were guilty of having violated our game laws; I was, therefore, again under
the necessity of applying the law in a summary manner.

I condzmneg%.apt%in Myers and his 1;wcoy companions to a fine of $20 each, or to a term
of imprisonment of two months each, and I confiscated, for the profit of Her Majesty, the
schooner and all its appurtenances; and as thesc individuals had no money with which to pay
the fine, they were taken on board La Canadienne to be conveyed to the gaol, at Amberst.
1 then gave the command of the Ocean Brideto the Lieutenant of La Canadienne, Mr. Moise
Leblanc, to whom I gave a man and a boy to assist him in carrying the prize safely into
Gaspé Basin. In the evening we anchored in a safe port at the Fondrie de Forteau.

While lying at that place, awaiting a favorable wind to proceed on our course towards
the eastern part of the coast of Labrador, I paid a visit to the islands called the Gaose Islands.
I found there (on the 11th) an inhabitant of the coast, named Charles Lapierre, in the act of
carrying off penguins’ and murrs’ eggs, which he had collected on the islands which I have
just mentioned. As I was empowered to do by the law, and as I had doge in the prgcedmg
cases, I summarily condemned the individual to a fine of $20, and also confiscated his boat.
The fine was paid next day.

Ou the evening of the 12th we set sail, and next day we entered Bonne Espérance Har-
bor shortly ofter eight o’clock in the morning. In that magnificent harbor I found 16 ve§sels,
12 of which came from different ports on the east coast of Newfoundland, and the remainder
from Nova Scotia, principally from the port of Lunembourg; they were all engaged in the
cod fishery. )

The following is a list of them :—

BONNE ESPERANCE HARBOR, ;13TH JULY, 1865.

S s s Cargo. |
Nawe of Schooner. Name of Captain. | From what Port. ; gg % s %‘ E Cod.—_
== =3 .
S 28 53 28 Quintals.
!
Brigaotine “ Leo”..cauierene Jas. Ephren St. John, Nfid [ 67 9 3 1| 200
“ Young Newfoundland”... ..|Catelina, Nfld.... 73 12 6 1| 300
 Phoca” vveuiis see erens St. John, Nfid. 81 3 3 14§ 100
Brigantine ¢ Charles”.. Do . 114 12 3 1, 100
¢ Emily” Mahon Bay, Nfld 39 6 3
“ Dove”...... . St. John, Nfild.... 10 4 3
Brigantine ¢ St. George”... . Do 80 8 3
“ Ariel” .. .. Do 50 8 3
“ Kate”...... Do ST 6 2
¢ Perseverance’. Do 25 [ 3
¢ AND" e Catelina, Nfld. 29 6 3
“Dart”....... Do 30 7 3
‘ Vegete” ... Lunembourg. N. 30 10 [ 2 T
* Barouet” . o 40 13 3 1
¢ Silver Arrow o 36 12 3 i
 Delight”.. Mahon Bey, Nfid....... 48 11 4 11 35
Total........ .t 788} 138 51 9 {2,945 qtla.

The presence of 80 large a number of fishing vessels from Newfoundland in a single
one of our ports on the North Shore, caused me to form the opinion that the cod fishery was not
productive along several parts of the shore.of that island, the coasts of which generally abound
in fish; and the information which I then received tended to confirm the idea. These ves-
sels had found no cod this spring om the banks which they habitually frequented, and for that
reason they had come to our shores, although far from the ports from which they sailed, in
the hope of meeting with better success than at home. - '

In Salmon Bay, which may be said almost to join Bonne Espérance, I visited 10 fishing
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schooners, six of which were from Newburyport, U. 8., two from Newfoundland, one from
Halifax, and one from Quebec, as is shown by the following table :

SALMON BAY, 13TH JULY, 1865.

s 3 5 lCargo.
Name of Schoon?r. Name of Captain. From what Port. i ég %‘: ‘:‘;; % é Cod._

. é 2 i !2'2 éﬁ Quintals.
¢ Nancy’ «|Thomas Taylor...... HalifaX.ien o sossnrinene| 63 6 lurreecnee] areracen Trader.
“ Emmay”,.... .18, Beekman...........|Newburyport. 14| 14 5 1 400qtls.
¢ Native America’ Thomag Tobin.. D 92 16 5 1} 300
“ Mary OClark”.. .N. Dow........ T 16 5 1} 300
“ Hiawatha' ..... .{Wm. Sawborn.. 127 16 5 1| 400
“J. W. Dodge” ..|Walter Joye. 83 16 5 1| 500
“ Belvina...icvene o0 .!J. Coulombe. 56 4 uervesaes]consseeas | Consting.

. .«|J. Dodge .... 92 [ PO RS FTI T R
“ Edward Lee”..... «|John Hatfield 120 16 5 1] 400
“ Noel”.vis siueernen Richard Joye... .| 120 20 7 | 1| 600
941| 130§ 37 | 7 2,900 gtls.

Among these vessels was the schooner Nuncy, of Halifax, with merchandize on board,
engaged in trading along the coast. But the Captain of that schooner had ot eutered his vessel
regularly at the free port, that is, at Gaspé Basin. The excuse that he gave was, that he
had endeavored to do so, but that he had been driven out of his course by contrary winds.
I might, in my capacity of Customs Officer, have seized this vessel and conveyed it to the
port of entry to be disposed of according to law. But I preferred not to act with severity,
as moreover I had been authorized to do by the Customs Department. However I would
not allow the Nancy to continue her trade along the coast, and I compelled her to proceed
to the free port. She sailed next day for her new destination, and I afterwards zscertained
from the Collector of Customs at Gaspé Basin, Mr. J. C. Belleau, that the regulations of
the free port has been complied with by ber in every respect.

The cod had been very abundant on the coast of Bonne Espérance for three weeks;
the caplin was also plentiful. Accordingly the fishermen had been successful both with
the line and with the cod-seine.

The schooners which had arrived at that place or at Salmon Bay at the time when
the cod first made its appearance on the coast had already completed three-fourths of their
lading ; and one of them only required 50 quintals more of that fish to complete her cargo.

In Salmon Bay I visited a new establishment belonging to Captain Dodge of New- .
bury Port, U.S., at which he employed 85 men and seven boats for line-fishing, besides a
seine-boat. At that establishment one hundred quiotals of cod were already drying on
the flakes, and there were from 500 to 600 quintals salted on the stages.

The salmon fishery at River St. Paul, which I visited on the 1-4th, was tolerably good,
while at the other stations in the vicinity the yield of that fishery up to that time had
been below the average.

On the 15th we left Bonne Espérance. About 11 o’clock in the morning we passed
Middle Bay, where there were nine schouners, most of which were from Nova Scotia, and
the remainder from Newfoundland ; they were carrying on the cod fishery with success ;
at two in the afternoon we anchored in Bradore Harbour, which, together with Bradore
Basin Harbour, we found quite filled with vessels engaged in the cod fishery.

The following is a list of them :—
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HARBOR OF BRADORE BAY, 15TH JrLy, 1865.

s 1% s |Cargo.
a = [
Name of Schooner. Name of Captain. | From what Port. X _;6 £l 24 ..i; E Cod. )
182 831 B3 |quintl
AR
“«J. C. Miller”. .|James Conicle.......[ Lunembourg, N.S....... 40 13 4 3560
4 Flash” ... A. Sam....... .|\Mahone Bay, Nfld A0 11 3. 400
¢ Siroceo”. .18. Henderson.. Lunembourg.. 601 15 5 500
“ British La: .|J. Smith... D 29 11 3| 200
¢ Lady Caroline Irvia Hyson, 36 9 2 + 250
¢ Napier” . «|Williaw Burns........|Halifax ..... 40 11 3. 300
Brigantine ¢ Mary Jane”..|J. Conners.. y 90 8 3 100
¢ Harvest Homeo” ... .,Jacob Gates. Lupembourg 29 12 3 300
“ Dielytris” .. .'J. Seaboyer. Do 58] 16 5 500
“ Joseph”...... ., John Bates St. Jobo, Nd. 40 8 4 150
“J, A, McKean” .|J. Ritey... .'La Have..... 56 14 4 400
“ Young Nova Scotia”.....|G. Reicer.. . Lunembourg .. 66; 13 9 400
“ Debel”.... Louis Lonas Halifax ... 41 14 4. 450
‘“A. Fraser”. Ed. Hirtte 32 11 5. 300
“ Quick Step’ H. Moses 40 13 5 400
“ Artbur”... .|G. Bworetch. 35 9 2. 200
“C, W. Lyl .|J. Snidzer.... D 31 1t 3| 200
“ Sea Slipper”.. .|Alfred Heister. Do 40 13 4 350
¢ Jos, Creighton”, Jos. Bauckwan.. Do 430 13 4. 500
“ Allisnce’...... . G. Hickman........ .. Halilax ... 39 7 3 170
“ Lady Speedwell” Jeffrey Hickiaan..... Luoembourg .. 53| 14 5 400
* Rosanada” ... Jobn Sil ling.. Do 45| 13 4 1. 250
* Prince Con Samuel Allan Do 35 10 3 400
“ Wonderer” . F. Spindler... La Have . 40 11 3 . 200
“ Ripple” . Ed. Maxner. . Lunembourg .. 55 18 5 700
“ Louisa Agnes Peter Turner . Muhone Bay. 601 13 4 |- 450
L. M. Moyl"”.. Ed. Miller. . Lunembourg .. ] 851 14 5 650
“ Bea Slipper”.. C. Longman ..Cape Nourmap, Nfid..., 15 4 1 40
“Joam" Ed. Allan .'Lunembourg .. .80 13 4 200
“ Blide” R. Loyde NS ) 50 3 4 400
“ Nimble”.. William Laud. 60 16 5 500
¢ Ready”... . R. Sanez... 29 e 3 20
“ Trouble”. M. Kate: 15 7 2 10
* Village Bel Wm. Young. 64 6 3 20
“ @ulden West” J. Seaboyer. 53 13 4 |. 500
“J. L. Vogler”, Ths. Swith... 57, 13 4 500
“ Allegro” Elins Oxner.. 52 13 4 . 200
«t Rlirt” 18, Oxner ..... 4, 13 4 300
“ Bwan” 'L. Publiconer. 60 13 4. 300
“ Fmmial”, A. Garret..., 35 13 4 350
“ Dusky Lake”. J. Renuley., 407 12 4 200
“ Princess Louisa”.. J. Realand 43 8 2 60
1912| 498 162 11 13,270

It will be seen thst, nofortunately, but few Canadian Schooners appear either in this
table or in the other tables already given.

Cod appeared to be abundant along the coast in the vicinity of Bradore Bay; the
same was the case with the caplin which was used to bait the lines. However, the
fishery was not so productive as at the neighboring posts on the west. What reason was
to be assigned for this 7—it is very difficult to say exactly. There were, however, coujec-
tures as to the truc explanation of this rather curious fuct, and that which met with most
favor among the fishermen was, that th2 cod found more food than they required on the
bottoms where they lay, and that the bait offered to them by the fishermen at the end of
their lines, however fresh it might be, and however adroitly the hook might be concealed,
had no attraction for them.

- ="Kt Anse auz Blanes Sablons, at Woody Islivd and at Green Tsland, the products of
the cod fishery had, up to that time, becn below the average. However, the cod had ap-
eared in larger vumbers for come days past, and there was ground for hope that the
shery might yet yicld average results.
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The Collector of Customs of the Guvernment of Newfoundland, stationed in the vioi-
ity of Anse avx Blanes Sablons, had this year, as in previous years, exacted paymeat
from the establishment of Fruing & Co., situated vear the head of that Buy, of Customs
duties to the amount of £43 sterliog ; and from the establishment of Le Boutillier and
Brothers, situated at the Western extremity of Woody Islaud, of similar duties, amouating
to £40 sterling.

This had oceurred shortly after the opening of the navigation, and it had been im-
possible for me to reach the place in time to oppose the pretensions of the Newfoundland
officer, as by my instructions I was directed to do, and to protect the traders who, accord-
ing to official documents, furnished to we by the Governwent, had their establishments on
Canadian soil.

I am, however, bound to add that the Newfoundland Collector, in support of the
jurisdiction claimed by his government over the territory in dispute, that is to say, a part
of Anse aux Blancs Sablons and the western extremity of Woody Islaad, produced a copy
of the cowmission of Sir William Bacnerman, as Governor of Newfonadland, printed in
the Royal Gazette of that Colony, in which it was stated that the western boundary of the
Government of Newfoundlard (on the coast of Labrador) was in 51 degrees 25 mioutes
north latitude, and 57 degrees 9 minutes of longitude west from Greenwich, and that it
included Blaoes Sablons and Woody Island.

It appeared to me, on coosulting the hydrographic charts which I had with me—those
of Captain Bayfield and others— that if the frontier of Newfoundlaed on the coast of Lab-
rador extends as far as 57 degrees and 9 minutes of west longitude, the claims of that

! Government to the territory in dispute are well founded, and we cannot claim either Anse
. aux Bluncs Sublons or Woody Island.
"7 Ou the 17th, Captain Davis, of the whaling schnoner “Osprey,” of Gaspé, came into
Bradore Bay with a young whale in tow. 1t was the first that that captain had taken
since the commencewent of the fishing season. He thought it would yield about fifteen
barrels of 0il. The other Gaspé whalers had been ruther more fortunate in their cruises.
Still, there was no prospect that the whale fi<hery wruld yield much this year in the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, whules appearing to be very scarce therc ; besides, the weather had been
too frequently storn:y since theepring to allowol a p oductive whalefishery being carried on.

On the moz. ing of the 18th we left Iradore Bay, and in the evening we rcached the
anchofage of St. Augurtin. Salmon appcared to be scarce at that place. Cod, on the
contrary, had been so abuudant since the end of Juns, that the fourteen schooners—a list
of which is subjuined-~which had engaged in the fishery there had nearly all completed
their lading at the time of my visit. In that shoit space «f time each boat had taken from
150 to 200 quintals of cod. This was the most productive cod-fishery of the year upon

our coast.
HARBOR OF BT. AUGUSTIN, 18TH JULY, 1865.
b l k] K3 Cargo.
Name of Schooner. Name of Captain. From what Port. 88 | 5. ] 8o [Cod
o £ 5 oz = a ___

B 188 L Quintals
SlE® [ g2 | 5= .
“ Condor” e cerene . ..|D. Reunkeey.........|La Have........ 81 18 6 1 1,200
“ 8ir C. Campbell” Wm. Gardner Liverpool, N.8. 431 11 3 |erereens 500
¢ Dolpbin”... T. Loyd . Do [UTTORP -1 | 8 2 300
‘¢ Paragon” . J. Duthie .'Port Midway, N.S 34| 1 3. 560
“ Ga'axy”. Ths. Gurdoe ..! Liverpool, N.S.... 34 10, 4 1. 500
“ Tyro”.... 8. Smith.. Do 41 13 ¢ 4 650
“ Prowess”.. .|D. Morine Port Midway 39 11 4 500
 Brilliant Btar”. Steven Sini D 400 11 5 600
“ Plying Fish”... R. Pye........ 38 8 2 150
“ Agile” ... ... R. Vogler 28 9 2 400
“ (3olden Eagle”. G. Sneltzer.. 431 11 3. 500
¢ Z6lie” oennr oo Vital Cormier 331 10 31 200
« Bprightly” Peter Mader. . JOPTIRN 34 11 3 550
“Clara”...oes oee J. Stevens...... .| Lunembour .. 3l 10 3 {. 450
Total vevverereeen| 538] 152 47 5 7,120
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On the same day (the 18th), I issved the salmon fishery licenses for 8t. Augustin,

Contrary winds, almost always accompanied by fog, kept us at St. Augustin antil
the 21st, on which day we sailed for the western part of the coast. The next evening
we anchored at Boat Island, at which place I had heard that some individuals were engaged
in gathering the eges of wild fowl. I went into a little bay and there found three men
from Nova Secotia, who had alreacy collected on the adjacent islands, and hadsin their pos-
session about 780 dozens of eggs, principally the eggs of the Murr. o

I at once condemued them to a finc of $20 each, or to two months imprisonment, and
I confiscated the boat used to convey the eggs from one island to the other, together with
the eggs themselves. Aud as they had no woney wherewith to pay the fine, I took them
cn board to convey them to the gaol at the Magdalen Islands.

These persons were part of the crew of the Ocean Bride, and had been landed at that
place by Daptain Alexander Myers. .

Next duy we left Boat Island, 2nd arrived at Coacoachoo a little before noon.

The 23rd being Sunday, I was obliged to wait till the following day to pro-
ceed in search of the other individuals composing the remainder of the erew of the Ocean
Bride, who were carrying on their trade of plunderers on the islands to the west of the Bay
of Coacoachoo.

I set out early on the morning of the 24th, in my boat, and about mid-day I found them
at a place called Studdard’s Harbor. They had 600 dozeas of the eggs of wild fowl, in
their possession ; these were nearly all the eggs of the Murr. .

1 condemned these two jndividuals to a fine of $20 each, and as they were unable to
pay, I took them on board. I also confiscated and brought away their boat and the eggs.

So soon as I had accomplished this duty I bastened to leave the North Shore with
wy prisoers who numbered eleven, in order to commit them to the gaol at Amherst in
the Magialen Islands.

We set sail about five in the cvening, and potwithstanding that we had head winds
almost throughout the whole run, we came to an anchor in the Harbour of Amherst, on
the 2tth, at 11.15 A M,

I bad the prisoners put ashore at once under a strong guard. They were then taken
to the prison and handed over to the Gaoler, dr. Tugo.

When passing vear the Bird Rocks and npear the east point of the Islands, we saw a
great many Ameiicau schooners. We counted 130 or thereabouts. They were fishing
for mackerel, which was then abundant in these waters, particularly in the vicinity of the
coast ; and from the commencement of July, our island fishermen who were engaged in
this fishery with the live, (and with crushed bait thrown on the water in order to attract
the mackerel to the surface,) in somewhat larger numbers than in past years, bad met
with success ; and some of tiem succeeded in taking as much as three and even four bar-
vels of this excellent fish in u day. It was estimated that from the period when the mack-
erel fishery had commenced, from 200 to 300 American schooners, almost all belonging to
the Port of Gloucester, had visited the waters of the Magdalen Islands, and pursued this
fishery with the well-known perseverance and sagacity of the American fisherman. Some
of them had met with good success in their fishing operations; others had as yet only a
few barrels of mackerel in their holds.

I need hardly repeat that these American schooners engaged in the mackerel fishery
are the handsomest and kest equipped vessels of the kind in the world, and that no fishing
vessels belooging to other nations can compare with them.

It was estimated that there were this year fiom 1,000 to 1,200 of these American
schooners engaged exclusively in the muckerel fishery in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, that is
to eay, ou the coasts of Labrodor, New Brunswick, Prince Edward’s Island and Nova
Secotis, and in the deep waters of the Gulf,

I'niade enquiries as to the conduct of such’of the crews of thege vessels as had landed
this year, on the Magdalen islands, and I was gratified to learn that they had committed
10 acts of depredation, and that they had not disturbed public order. '

The cod fishery, all round the islands, was being carried on with a degree of- success
sufficient to justify the hope of an average yield.

i Oan the 28th we left Amhgrst, but a dead calm and fog prevailed during the whole dvy
p)ght, We made but a fow miles of headway. )

..... e et ST T R,
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. On the following day, I visited Entry Island. I there learned nothing worthy of
rote.

In the afternoon, I proceeded to Great Entry in order to examine certain lots of land
belonging to the Clerzy Reserves, which I Lad orders to sell. I have had the hozor to
send you a special report on the results of that visit.

To the evening we came to an anchor at Old Harry. During the afterncon, we had
seen 27 American echooners engaged in the mackerel fishery near Shag Island. They
wercla.tnot very successful as regards the number taken, but the fish was of excellent
quality.

I found that everything was going on well at the Magdalen islands. Public peace
and order prevailed ; there were no disputes amongst the fishermen. There bcing nothing
of importance requiriog a longer stay of “ La Canadienne,” I took advantage of a breeze
from the south-east, which sprung up towards evening, and set sail for the Gaspé coast
But a head wind soun arose and put an end to our hopes of a short run, and we did not
reach Percé, our port of destination, until the morning of the 1st August.

On the previous evesing we had crossed the famous fishing bank of Miscon. We saw
there several schooners from the United States and Nova Scotia, and a large number of
boats from the coast of New Bruaswick and Gaspé, engaged with some success in the cod-
fishery. Cod had been abundant for some time in these waters, and the yield of the
fishery had increased in consequence.

At Percé, on the adjoining coasts, and even in the Bay of Chaleurs, codfishing had
been bad from the period of my last visit. The yield was estimated at one third less ttan
that of an average year at the same period. However, within the previous week, cod had
re-appeared near the coast. Squid (one of the hest baits for cod known), was begioning
to appear near the shores, and there was a good prospect of our fishermen being successful
in their operations.

A visit to the establishments at Percé, and the reports I received at all hands, con-
vinced me that all was quiet on this part of the coast, In the evening we started for
Gaspé Basin, but a calm compelled us to anchor at Douglastown at nightfall.

On the morning of the 2nd we entered Gaspé Basin. We remained in this port until
the 8th. The work of repairing our rigging, painting the schooner, and landing the con-
fiscated eggs we had on board, compelled us to make this prolonged stay. We had also to
lay in a stock of fire wood and fresh water. Moreover, [ had to attend to the sale of the
schooner Ocean Bride, her cargo of eggs, and the other eggs I had confiscated at Boat
Island, and at Studdard’s Harbor.

I filled 38 barrels with these eggs (murr’s eggs), each barrel holding 50 dozen, in all
1650 dozen, which were sold by auction at Gaspé Basin, on the 7th August, at four pence
per dozen. A barrel or two, which were more or less good, remained over; I kept them
on board.

I may state that a good many of the eggs were broken during the different tranship-
ments they underwent before being landed at Gaspé. A far larger number had become
bad in the hold of the ¢ Ocean Bride,” and we had left a certain quantity of auk’s eggs
on the island, as they were beginning to get bad and were not worth the trouble of taking
on board. Hence, out of the two thousand and some hundred dozen of eggs I had
confiscated there remained but the number above mentioned to be sold.

The sale of the “ Ocean Bride” was put off until the 17th, in order to afford time to
advertise it throughout the whole Gtaspé coast.

There were some ten vessels in the Port of Gaspé. All was quiet there, and there
was but little activity in trade ; for the dry cod for shipment to foreign markets had ot
as yet begun to arrive from the different fishing stations on the Gaspé coast and the north
shore, where it is prepared.

Having been requested, by Ralph Dimock, Esquire, fishery overseer of the Maria
division, to decide a case of contravention of the Fishery Act, in shat division, I was
anxious to proceed at once, in compliance with his request, to New Richmond.

I had also to be at Percé, on the 14th August, for the opening of the Criminal Court,
in order to assist the anthorities with the force at my disposal, in case of need. Serious
disturbances were anticipated, and the Sheriff of the County, Philip Vibert, Esquire,

4
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had deemed it proper to request me to call at Percé, on that day, with « La Canadienne,”
and the force at my disposal. The following is a copy of his letter :—
SnERIFF'S OFFICE,
PrrcE, 28th June, 1865.

Sir,—1In view of the possibility of some disturbance and an attempt at rescue by
force, during the trial of Thomas Shinick for burglary, at the ensuing erimimal session, I
have the honor to request your assistance, and beg that you will be here with “La Cana-
dienne,” ou or before the 12th August next.

The criminal terra commences on the 13th Aungust.

* I have the hooor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servaat,
(Signed), PRILIP VIBERT,
P. Fortin, Esq., Sheriff.
Government Schooner La Canadienne. _

So soon as the business above referred tohad been completed, and the weather permitted
we set sail. We left Gaspé Basin at 4.30, A.M., on the 8th, and at 2.30, P.M., we touched
at Grande Grave. All was quiet at that place and in the neighborhood. Unfortunately
the fishing had been bad, more particularly for some short time previous to my arrival.

The wind was so light towards evening and during the night, that we could not make
Point St. Pierre until the next morning. I remained there a few moments, in order to
enquire into the success of the cod-fishery, and found that for the previous week, the yield
had been tolerably abundant.

On the following day, at 10.30, A. M., we came to an anchor at Paspebiac.

I spent afew hours in visiting the establishments at that place, where I found every
thing in order.

There were only four vessels and a few schooners in the roadstead. Towards noon
we set sail again, and arrived at New Richmond during the night.

I immediately took in hand the matters which rendered my presence necessary in this
locality. T had three prosecutions to hear and decide ;—the first against an Indian named
Capelan, for having, in violation of the fishery regulations, received salmén which had
been speared by other Indians ;—the second, against a person named Nadeauw, who had
had a speared salmon in his possession ;—and the third, against a resident of Carleton, who
had received speared salmon from an Indian belonging to Cascapediac Point.

Capelan was.absent, and it was therefore impossible to take any steps against him for
the moment. I summoned the other two parties accused to appear before we at Carleton,
in the afternoon. The charges having been read, thay both confessed judgment, and I
condemned them to the minimum fine only; but the salmon Nadeau had in his possession,
was declared forfeited to Her Majesty.

There being nothing further to detain me at Carleton, I availed myself of the first
f?o%bllf opportunity to start for Percé. We reached that place on the morning of
the 13th,

The criminal court, under Judge Winter, opened on the following day, and sat until
a late hour in the evening of the 16th. During the whole of that time I kept an armed
body of my marines in the vicinity of the Court-House and Prison; in order that they might
be ready to act if circumstances required it; but happily, as all admitted, thanks to the pres-
ence of ¢ La Canadicane” in the waters of Pere6—the term was one of the most peace-
able ever held in Percé, notwithstanding that from four to five hundred people from dif-
ferent parts of the eounty assembled there every day, and the great excitement which pre-
vailed in connection with the oriminal trials which took place.

The following letter from the Sheriff of Percé will confirm what T have just stated :

SHERIFF'S OFFICE,
. PErcE, 21st August, 1865.
S1r,—I beg to offer you my most sincere thanks for the efficient and important service
you have rendered me as Sheriff of the county.
* Firstly,—By kindly consenting at my request to be present at Percé with the Gov-
ernment Schooner * La_Canadienn,” during the criminal sessions, in order to assist me
in case of need, and to defeat any possible attempt to distarb the public peace.
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Secondly.—By placing at my disposal, during the criminal term, the officers and crew
of your vessel.

Have the goodness to offer my sincere thanks to Captain Bernier and the ofticers and
men of “* La Canadienne,” for their activity and zeal in maintaining order. I desire to
make special mention of Mr. Tétu and the men he had under his orders, for the readiness
with which they rendered me the most important service, by guarding the prisoners, and es-
corting them to and from the Court-house. In fact the manner in which the whole matter
was conducted was so quiet, orderly, and effectual, as to afford strong proof of the disci-
pline maintained on board the cruiser under your command.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
PrrLrp VIBERT,
P. ForTIN, Esg., Sheriff.
Government Schooner La Canadienne.

As soon as it became evident that my presence was no longer necessary at Percé, I
hastened to leave that place for a cruise on the coast of the St. Lawrence.

On the morning of the 17th, we set sail, with a sea breeze and the heaviest swell T
had ever seen on this coast. Wec encountered, off Cape Gaspé, a contrary wind and a
rough sea, and were compelled thereby to enter the Bay of Gaspé. In the evening we
anchored at Sandy Beach, and I went by land to get my letters from the Post Office at
the Basin.

On the following day, at the first appearance of the land-breeze, wo set sail.

Towards noon, we made Cape Des Rosiers. I visited that place, Anse i la Louise
and Jersey Cove. In the last mentioned place I settled several difficulties. Iu the even-
ing we anchored at Anse®ux Griffons.

The cod fishery was bad in all these places, though there was no scarcity of bait.

On the 19th I visited the fishing establishments at Fox River.

This fine station is growing in importance from year to year, and shows signs
of becoming one of the most iwportant on the coast, as well in connection with fishing as
with agriculture. The land is good, and within the past few years a great deal of clearing
has been done. The crogs gave promise of 2 most abundant yield this year.

Up to that period, the Fox River fishing boats had taken an average of 35 quintals of
cod each.

Towards noon I proceeded to Little Fox River. In the afternoon I visited Little
Cape, 1’Echouerie, Yellow Poiut, and Anse & Valeau.

At all these places I found disputes to settle, and conflicting claims to adjust between
the fishermen. These difficulties related to the limits of beach iots, the sites of flakes, &c.,
&e. I settled them all in an amicable way.

At all these places cod fishing had not been very good since the spring, nevertheless
it was somewhat better than at Fox River. The boats had averaged from 40 to 45 uin-
tals of cod each. I spent the 20th in visiting Point Seche, Grand Etang, Petit Chlor-
idonne, Petite Vallée, Grande Vallée, and Magdalen,

In all these places also T found several disputes to settle.

From the beginning of the season the yield of the cod fishery had been far below that
of an average catch. Neavertheless, herring and mackerel were sufficiently abundant to be
used daily as bait. It was apparently the cod itself that was scarce on the fishing grounds.

On the 21st, about 1, P.M., we came to anchor in the magnificent Bay of Mont Lou's.

At this fine fishing station, of which the population has been increasing pretty rapidly
for some years back, there were this year 40 fishing boats. At the neighboring posts,
such as Anse Pleurcuse, Riviére 4 la Pierre, Claude River, and others, there were 47 in
all; asomewhat marked increase over past years. Unfortunately cod had not appeared in
as large numbers as usual on this part of the south shore of the St. Lawrence, and the
yield of the fishery was worth about two-thirds of that of an average year.

The River Mont Louis which discharges itself at the foot of the bay of the same name
in its western part, is a fine little stream, at the entrance of which fishing vessels and small
schooners find shelter from the heavy sea raised by winds from the offing, but it is only at
high tide that the latter can run in.

" A numberof fishermen who had stages on theright hand side of theriver made complaint
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against M. Lapoiote, a fishery outfitter, at Mont Louis, alleging that the wharf be had
erected below their stages, on the same side of the shore, for the use of his fishing boats,
and the schooners employed in his trade, had caused an accumulation of gravel anq. sand
in front of their stages, and filled up the little chaonel through which they were in the
habit of bringing their fishing boats, at low water, up to their stfige-heads. .

I went myself to examine the spot, and saw that there was in fact an accumulation of
gravel and sand in front of the stages already mentioned. This might have been the ef-
fect of Mr. Lapointe’s wharf, about which the complaint was made; but I learned that
during a sudden and unusual rise in the waters of the rivers and streams in this part of
the country, in consequence of the heavy spring raius, a new outlet which had been dug
in order to drain certain waste Jands on a hill which rises above this side of the River
Mount Louis, had changed into an impetuous torrent, and Erought down a quactity of gra-
vel and sand, sufficient to fill up any channel of theriver, through which there was then but
little water flowing. . L.

Besides, in addition to the regular channels used by boats ascending this river,—
which lay near the west shore,—another had been formed by the same spring rise [ have
already mentioned, close to the east bank, and through the latter a good part of the water
of the river found its way. So that there are now two main chanpels in this stream in
place of one as in previous years. May not the opening of this new eastern channel, which
furnishes a fresh outlet for the waters of the river, suffice to account for the accumulation
of gravel and sand in the small chanoel referred to? However this may be, it is, I cor-
sider, necessary te wait until the experience of another year shall have furnished us suf-
ficient evidence for a sound judgment in this matter, and to ascertain whether in point of
fact, Mr. Lapointe’s wharf, which in all other respects, is of the greatest advantage to the
fishing boats and schooners, has or has not caused the damage complained of.

We were detained by contrary winds in Mont Louis bay until the 26th. I took
advantage of the opportunity afforded by the prolonged stay I was thus forced to make in
this place, to visit ’Anue Pleureuse, and the fine lake there, which is one mile distant
from the sea, and which is stocked with splendid trout. It is about three miles in
length and one in width, aad is surrounded by high mountains, covered with timber, and
presentiog a most picturesque aspect. It discharges its waters into the sea by a small
river barely navigable for a small flat boat in summer.

T learned that the surrounding inhabitants were in the habit of catching fish in this
lake with nets. I forbade them to do so again, informing them that it was a violation of
the law. At the same time I told them, and also the people of Moat Louis, that they were
at liberty to cateh trout in the river St. Lawrence and in its small tributaries, even with
nets, provided the trout so taken were bona fide intended to be used as bait for the cod-
fishery. Several of the most respectable persons of these localities, promised to keep a
close watch, soas to see that fishermen did not abuse this privilege of catching trout to
be used as bait, whenever the bait afforded by small sea fish entirely failed.

The want of a resident magistrate at Mont Louis had been long felt. No summary pro-
ceedings could be had (except before me when 1 called there) without a journey of ten
leagues to Ste. Anne des Monts. I therefore determined to urge the Government to ap-
point ooe for that place. I did so on the 6th September last, and a few weeks afterwards,
Mr. Louis Laflamme, proprietor and outfitter of Montlouis, aud one of the most respectable
iGnhabitants of the place, was entered on the Commission of the Peace, for the district of

aspé.

On the morning of the 26th, the wind having changed to the south, we set sail for
Ste. Aune des Monts; but the wicd again set in with violencs from the west, and we were
compelled to make for Seven Tslands, which we reached in the evening. There were no
cod-fishing establishments at the foot of this bay, but Mr. T. Hamilton had established
one on Grosse Boule Island, where he had 14 fishing boats,—however cod was very scarce
in theso waters, this year, and the fishing very poor.

At the Moisie river, which I visited on the following day, reports respecting cod-fish-
ing, were of a still mor: alarming nature, for the boats had hardly 20 quintals each. This
did not amount to one-fourth of the quantity caught here a few years ago. It looked as
though the cod were about to disappear completely fram the Moisie banks, where this
fish had at times been go abundant, '
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Some twenty fishing boats were all that romained in this loeality.

The fishery overseer stationed at the Moisie iuformed me that there had been no vio-
lation of the fishery Jaws within his division

Salmoo fishing bad been tolerably productive.  We left Moisie in the afternoon of
the 27th, and on the following day, I visited the fishing establishmeats of Crooked Islands.
Up to that date cod-fishing had bzen baud. To the evening we came to an anchor in
Trinity Bay.

Salmon fishing had been poor in this and the neighbouring stations.

On the 23th I went to the Godbont river. Mr. Comeau, the overseer, appninted by
the lessee for this river, informed me that all was right, and that there was an uausual abund-
ance of salmon on the spawuing grounds.

In the evening of the 3Uth, notwithstanding that we had head winds during the
whole day, we reached Bersimis. Here I was informed by Rev. Father Nedelec, one of the
resident missionaries of the place, and by the head officer of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
Post, that all was quiet.

This village had again increased to a certain extent, during the interval since my
last year’s visit,and the Montagnais Indians who had taken up their abode there, were
in better oircumstances than the other Indians living, or rather wandering from place to
place, on the other parts of the Labrudur coast.

Before returning on board, a complaint was lail before me charging a dealer, who
had traded during the summer at Bersimis Point, but who was absent at the time of my
visit, with selling liquor to the [andians.

It was estimated that the Indians had taken with net and spear, about 16 barrels of
salmon in the Bersimis river.

On the following day, so sooun as the wind sprung up, we raised our anchor and set
sail for Rimouski, and reached that place in the afternoou.

There had been no violations this year, of the fishery laws, in so far as regards the
salmon fishery in this locality. The legal proceediogs I had instituted the previous year,
against the party who had fished for salmon in a manner comtrary to law, had doubtless
produced this excel'ent result.

Mr. Luc Sylvain, lessee of the fly-fishery of the Rimouski river, had taken 8 salmon
with the line. This was far more than he had ever done befure ; it was a proof that more
salmon had entered this river in this than in previous years.

The quantity of spring herring taken in the brush fisheries =et opposite the Parish of
Rimouski, and at St. Berpabé Island, was small, but fall herring had recently made its ap-
pearance.  Sardines particalarly were abuodact, and vot less than 40 keys of this deli-
cious little fish had been taken in a brush fishery, at a single tide. Some of it had been
used fresh, the remaioder has been salted for winter stock, with the exception of a cer-
tain quantity which it was found impossikle to land in good condition, and which was
used as manure.

I peed pot dwell on the merits of our sardines. They are at least as good as those
taken on the coast of France, which constitute the preparation so highly prized throughout
the world, and known as ¢ Sardines @ Uhuile.”

It is much to be regretted that it should be so little known in the interior of
the country, and that its qualities should not be appreciated as they deserve, in view of its
cheapness, its excellent flavor and estreme digestibility.

I prepared a statement of all the brush fisheries ot the Parish of Rimouski, including
those of the 1slands of St. Barnubé and Cannel. They number 25. They are set chiefly
for herrings.

After taking in a stock of fresh provisions and water, we lefs Rimouski on the morn-
ing of the 2od, and the schooner came to anchor in the evening, under Little Metis Point.
I myself went by land, accompanied by Mr. Tetu, visiting the parishes of Ste Luce, St.
Flavie, Great Metis and Little Metis, 1n order to take an account of the number of brush
fisheries in these localities. They number 56, of which 27 for St. Luce, 9 for St. Flavie,
9 for Great Metis, and 11 for Little Metis.

The yield of these fisheries is almost wholly confined to herring and a few sardines.
Occasionally a few stray trout and salmon aro taken—but this seldom happens. There
had been no cod this year at St, Barnabé Island, St. Luce, St. Flayie and Great Metis,



At Little Metis the twelve fishing boats belonging to Messrs Fergusson and Leggatt, had
not more than 25 quintals each. Herring had not been abundant in the parishes I have
just mentioned. R

Oo the 3rd I continued to visit the fishing stations of thig part of the south shore of
the river St. Lawrence, and touched at Great Matane, Little Matane, Anse & la Croix,
Ruieseau Jacques Hugues and Grosses Roches.

Oo the 4th, I landed at Anse aux Crapauds, Ruisseau Wapper and Ilets aux Mé-
chins, when it fell calm and we were carried out by the current. I was thus prevented
frum visiting the fivhing stations situated between llets aux Méchins and Cap de Chatte.

During the night foul weather set in and we were forced to make for Cap de Chatte
river, where we cawe to anchor at 7 30 A.M., on the following day, .

At all the posts T had then visited I found a great increase in the number of fishing
boats, necessitating a like increase in the number of fishermen and shoremen.

There were many new establishments, and not a little bay, river or creek but was oceu-
pied with fishing stages. )

"I'hroughout the whole of these coasts great preparation had been made for carrying
on cod fishiog ona large scale.  The outfitters had built a large number of fishing boats.
Traders at Matane, as many as forty, sixty and even eighty and more each, as may be
seen by the appendiz.  Unfortunately the expectations of all these fishermen, outfitters
and traders weie doomed to disappointment. Not only did the cod fail to appear in the
usual numbers on this coast, but it was in fact extremely scarce throughcut the whole
fishing season.

Towards the middle of the summer bait also became scarce. The fishermen were
then compelled to go to the north shore to seek for clams in the sand asd mud at the
mouths of the small rivers, and this had been another bléw to the sumccess of our fisher-
men. The yield of this cod-fishing will necessarily be greatly affected by this unfortunate
state of things. The average quantity of cod tuken by each boat was estimated at not
more than from 10 to 15 quintals. This was about one fourth only of the usual yicld of
the fishery on this part of the coast. Happi'y the high price of cod, which had nearly
doubled in value in the Gaspé market within two ycars, would partially indemnify the
fishermen for the great lnsses they must otherwise suffer. I was surprised when visitiog
the place above mentioned, at the number of new settlers who had recently located them-
selves oo the new road connecting Matane with Cape de Chatte. Unfortunately many of
them are short of seed grain; and during the summer, particalarly in the Township of
Cherbourg, I saw fioe farms which had remained unproductive in consequence of the
settlers of the locality having been unable to procure grain for seed.

It is to be hoped that Government will come to the assistance of there poor people.

At Cap de Chatte, the yield of the cod fishery had been about 25 quintals to each boat ;
the yield was about the same at Ste. Anne des Monts. which I visited on the 6th.

~The number of fishing boats had also increased in these two places since last year, as
may be scen by a reference to the appendix ; and it is much to be regretted that owing to the
scarocity of cod, the yield of the fishery should not have been sufficiently abundant to remu-
perate the numerous fishermen of these two parishes, for their expenses of outfit, and leave a
profit to reward them for the painful toils of their arduous calling.

Salmon fishing had alzo been bad in the rivers of this part of the coast. I was told that
salmon had been speared there, contrary to law, but the guilty parties were not known.

A fishery overseer would be very useful in these remote places. It would be the only
means of preventing the Indians, and perhaps other persons, from taking salmon after the
close of the fishing eeason.

I received a complaint against a merchant of the Parish of Stc. Anne des Monts, sus-
pectod of having bought speared salmon from the Indinns. I issued a search warrant, which
was executed with all possible despatch in his store, and throughout all his premises, but
nothing whatever was found of a nature to inculpate the party. ’

On the evening of the 6th, we left Ste. Anne des Monts for the uorth shore, and on the
following dny, in the afternoon, we came to anchor at Shelldrake, which I visited on that day
a8 well as the adjoining posts.

Cod fishing had been tolerably good for some time.

Oa the 8th, I visited the following posts: Thunder River, Indian Harbor, Ridge Peint,
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Rambler’s Cove, Ross's Establishment, and Magpie River; aud in the evening we cast anchor
in the river St. Johu. All was quiet in these places, with the exception of Magpie, where I
found it necessary to bind a man over to keep the peace.

On the 9th, I landed at Long Point in the morning, and shortly after noon we entered
the Port of Mingan. There being no business to transact, I left about 4, P.M. I made a
short stay, about 6 P.M., at Esquimaux Point, and at 9.15 we again proceeded in our east-
ward cruise, favored by a fine breeze of wind from the north-west.

On the following day, at 10 30 A.M., weentered the harbor of Natashquan. The only
vesgel there was the Belus, awaiting a cargo of dry cod from Mr. De La Parelle. Cod fish-
ing had not exhibited much improvement from the somewhat discouraging coadition in which
we found it at the period of our last visit to this place.

Mr. De La Parelle’s boats had taken about 55 quintals of cod each, and those of the
resident inbabitants, not more than 20 quintals.

On the morning of the 11th, we cast anchor off Great Natashquan River. Mr. Sylves-
tre, the fishery overseer for this division, came on board at once to lay a complaint against
one Pierre Brulet, for having bought from Indians salmon taken from the River Natashquan
in violation of law. The accused pleaded guilty, and the lowest fine only was inflicted, namely
$8.00; but the salmon (2 barrels) which had been put on board the schooser Teaser, was
declared forfeited.

The salmon fishery been very good in the following rivers: Corneille, Watsheeshoo,
Nabisippi and Agwanus. | Mr. Boulet was the only person who had not been successful in
the large and magnificent river Natashquan, I have given an explanation of thisin another
part of this report. ' The Jessee of the fluvial division of this river, Mr. Powell, on the other
hand, had taken, with two companions, about 450 salmon with the fly. | I'learn that certain
Montagnais Indians had, contrary to law, taken a quantity of salmon within Mr. Powell’s
limits, but as they were absent I put off the matter until my retura visit.

Leaving Natashquan about noon, I was not enabled to laud at Kegasca until the fol-
lowing morning about eleven.

Salmon fishing had been middling in the rivers Kegasca, Washeecootai and Romaine.

Having left Kegasca at .30, P.M., we reached Little Meccatina on the 13th, about 1 in
the afternoon. On that day, I visited this post and the posts at Whale Head. Everything
was going on well there.

Taking advantage of 2 good breeze from the west, which sprung up in the night, we
sailed for Bradore Bay, casting anchor there on the following morning, There remained but
two schooners in that port.

On the 15th, I went to Anse des Dunes. Oan the 16th, I visited Long Poiot and Green
Island, and in the evening we came to aa anchor at Blancs Sablons. All was quiet at those

. posts. The herring fishery had been tolerably productive. It was stuted that this fish still
abounded near the coast beyond our boundary, in the Straits of Belle Isle, namely, at St.
Modeste and at Pied Noir. Many of our fishermen had started for these places in order to
secure a load of herring. .

Cod fishing had improved since my last visit to Bradore Bay, and the waters adjacent to
Blancs Sablons.  But on the whole, the yield of the fishery had been but very middling.

Having left Anse aux Blancs Sablons on the morning of the 17th, I visited, on the same
day, Belles Amours Harbor and Middle Bay, and Five Leagues on the 18th. On the
19th, we came to an anchor at Boane Espérance.

There were only a fow belated vessels in these ports. Fishing had altogether ceased,
and the bad weather of autumn had already begun to be severely felt.

On the 20th, we reached St. Augustin about 1 P.M., and were compelled by a storm
to remain in that place until the 22nd. On the latter day we succeeded in making Mr. Le-
gouve’s post at Whale Head. In the afternoon we visited Kikapoe, and reached L.c Salé
in the evening.

On the 23rd, I went to La Tabatiere, Bay Rouge, Great Meceatina Harbor and Mutton
Bay, and in the evening we sailed for Natashquan. .

All was quiet on the parts of the coast I had visited for some days previously. There
were no foreign fishing vessels remaining. -

;" " "We reached Great Natashquan River on the 26th, at 5 A.M.,, having been impeded

! during the run by calms and head winds.
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i fishery overseer, and I did so.
~~ " {“went in the afternoon to make a last visit to Natashquan Harbor, and then gave or-
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The Indians who had been guilty of taking salmon within the limits of the lessee of the
flavial division of the river, were still absent, but I could pot await their return. A_ll I
could do was to confiscate the produce of their unlawful fishing, upon the evidence of the :

————

ders to set s1il for the Magdalen Islands.

We sailed at a quarter to three, P.M,, with a fine breeze from the north, and on the
following afterncon, though we had 2 calm during part of the morning, we were off Bryon
Tsland, one of the Magdalen group.

I learned from Mr. White, (who lives on this Island, and who is extensively engaged in
agriculture and the raising of well bred stock in great numbers), that the schooners that are
in the habit of fishing for cod off this Islnd and the Bird Rocks, had appeared in smaller num-
bers than usual this year. This was owing to the fact that fish were somewhat less abundant
than in previous years, and that moreover, the weather bad been very stormy and the sea too
heavy duriog part of the season to admit of fishing on the banks with suceess.

Mr. White had no complaint to make against the crews of these vessels.

At vightfall we left Bryon Island, and on the following day we cast anchor in House
Harbor. The schooners of this post which had visited the north shore to fish for cod, had
returned with half cargoes or thereubouts. Was this due to the fuct that these schooners had
not been fortunate enough to select the places most frequented by the cod this year? The
contrary had been the case with the schooners from Nova Scotia, and most _particularly with
those hailing trom Lunenburg, which had found such ao abuudaace of cod at St. Augustin,
Dog Islands, and Bonne Espérance, as enabled them to complete their cargoes within four or
five weeks.

Mackerel fishing, from the date of my last visit, had been very successful for boats off
Grande Entrée, and on the coast of Allright Island.

On the 29th, I visited L'Etang du Nord. The summer fishing had given but a mod-
erate yield, but things had improved with the settiog in of autumn.

There had been no United States schooners in these waters for a long time.

On the 3(th, we eame to aochor at Amberst. There were seven schooners in the port,
ono of them being a trader from Halifax; the others belonged to the Islands.

At Pleasant Bay cod fishiog had given an average yield of 35 quintals to each boat.
At Le Moulin, and at Anse & la Cabane the yield had been much better. Fishing was about
over at the Islands. All appeared to he quiet; only afew vessels remained on the coast.
There was nothing more for me to do, so I took advantage of a fuir wind to make for the
Bay of Chaleurs. Woe sailed on the 1st Octover, at 1 P.3., and reached Paspebiac in the
evening of the 2nd.

Oa the following day I visited that port. There were ten vessels in port, six of which
were loading dry cod for foreign wmarkets; the others were coasters belonging to the fishing
establishments. Great activity prevailed in this place; cod was in great demand, and ver;
high prices were offered; from 24 to 25 shillings per quintal.

We were informed on all hands that fishing had revived in the autumn on the Gaspé
coast, and that the fish was as excellent in quality us it was abundant in quantity. Fall fish
had seldom been seen so large and fat. Boats were named which had taken as many as 30
quintals in asingle week.

On the 4th, we left Paspebiac for New Richmond, which T reached the same evening.

. On the following day the fiskery overseer of that place, Mr. Dimock, laid a compl;‘int
against a werchant of the locality, for having bought speared sili.on from Inditms. The lat-
ter, and the witnesses in the case, were surumoued to appear before me on the 10th.

On the fullowing duy I visited Carleton, and on the 7th I went to the Indian Mission
On the 9th, I visited Cross Point and Dalhousie, and on the morning of the 10th, we a 2in
came to anchor at New Richmond. ° ! 8

l!)urmg lthis vi§it to the River sttigoucbe, I gathered information respecting the salmon
fisheries carried on iu this stream, which clearly proves that the laws for the protection of sal-
mon on the New Brunswick side, and particularly in the River Ristigouche, are very often
v1olgzted‘ Eyen nft.er the close of the fishery, numbers of persons cof]t.inue'to take salmon
durieg the night with nets and scines, the fishery overseers being unable to put a stop to these
lamentable depredations. I give below a list of salmon fishing staticns established on the
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New Brunswick side of the River Ristigouche. A comparison of this table with that of the
stations on the Canadian side, of which I also give a list below, will show that we have but
very few salmon nets in that river, and that they in no way impede the free circulation of
salmon in that stream. The very contrary was the case on the other side.

I am indebted for this list of the salmon fishery stations on the River Ristigouche, on
the New Brurswick side, to the kindness of Alexander Cook, Esquire, fishery overseer on the
River Ristigouche, and on the New Brunswick side of the Bay of Chaleurs.

STATEMENT shewing the number of salmon fishing stations in the River Risti-
gouche, on the New Brunswick side, from the River Charlo upwards to the
himits of tide water, in the said River, in 1865.

T B
(=2 (=
Names of Places =5 Names of Places P
proprietors of salmon where stations are .g.g proprietors of salmon where stations are |5 .2
fishing stations. situated. g k=] fishing stations. situated. EE
' e 2w
Peter Hamilton............,River Charlo ... 1 [{Adam Fergusson... .....|Eel River.. .... 1
Alexander McIntyre..... Do . 1 ||Hugh Blair.... Point le Nain. 1
i .\ Eel River.... ...o.. 1 ||Hugh Blair Do 1
Frangois Giroux, jr Do 1 |[John Duncan. Campbellton 1
Frédéric Porlier.. ' Do 1 Do . 1
Frédérie Porlier, jr. Do 1 Do . 1
Wm. Warren ... Do 1 {|Adam Fergusson Do . 1
Wm, M. Caldwe . Do 1 (|Adam Fergusson Do 1
Wm. M. Caldwell . Do 1 {|Adam Fergusson Do 1
‘Wm. Jamieson Do 1 (|J. Picard... Do 1
‘Wm. Thomson.. Do 1 |R. Gerrard.. Do 1
Wm. Hamilton Do 1 (|Thomas Murray Do 1
Simon MeGregor....ee., Do 1 (|John Gillis..... Do 1
Simon MecGregor Do 1 |[John Diamond. Do 1
Alex. Hamilton. Do 1 ||[James Gerrard, Do 1
J. C. Barberie.. Do 1 |iRobert Duncan Do {1
Dugal Stewart. Do .11 jjDavid Dancon... Do I 1
Adam Fergusson.... ... Do e 1 ———
| Total cccocems wenne| 35

STATEMENT shewing the number of salmon fishing stations in the River Risti-
gouche, on the Canada side, from Point Maguacha * upwards to the limits of
tide water, in the said river, in 1865.

Names of proprietors of salmon Places where stations are situated. Number of
fishing stations. . statiops.

Maguacha....
Do

Edmond J. Stewart
Edmond J. Stewart ..
Edmond J. Stewart.
M. Alex. Busteed
John Duncan.
John Fraser...
Robert Busteed.
Robert Busteed.
Robert Busteed.

River Ristigouche..
.| Crogs Point..... w
..|Bourdon Point.....
Do .
Do

e e e e Ll

Total,...

Norw.—Point Maguacha, ou the north shore of the River Ristigouche, at its mouth, is nearly
opposite Charlo River, on the coast of New Brunswick,

5
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At New Richmond I disposed of Mr. Dimock’s action against Mr. J. Brown. E. H.
Legendre, Bsq., J. P. of Maria, was kind enough to sit with me. The proof was complete
against the defendant, and he was condemned to the minimum fine and costs. He was allowed
a months’ delay for payment of the fine. This sentence will most certainly produce a_good
effect in New Richmond, and put a stop to the buying of speared salmon from the Indians.

On the 11th we were back at Paspebiac. I spent the day in that port collecting in-
formation for the statistics accompanying this report.

On the 13th we were at Port Daniel. The fishery overseer of that division, Mr. Phelan,
told me that at the beginning.of the season attempts had been made, in the rivers, to take
trout in a manner contrary to law : but he had soon put an end to these attempts by taking
steps againgt the guilty parties.

In the afternoon I visited little Pabos and Grande Riviére. I learned from Mr. James
Remon, fishery overseer at Pabos, that all had gone well in his division during the fishing
seagon then about to close. There had been no violation of the law.

Cod fishing had given a most abundant yield on this part of the coast from the setting
ia of autumn.

On the 14th I visited by land, Petite Riviére, Anse du Loup, Anse du Beau-fils, and
reached Percé in the evening. All was quiet in these places. There also the fall cod fishing
then going on was very productive.

On the 15th we took shelter under Malbaie Point from a strong wind from the offing.
On the following day the sea was very heavy, and a number of schooners forced, by stress of
weather, to run for shelter, entered the harbor, amongst others the schooner Marqguerite, with
loss of foremast and other damages. I went at once to offer Mr. Sirois, the owner of
the vessel, whatever assistance he required. Mr. Sirois had a new mast made in the building
yard of Messra. John and Elias Collas, and when the storm ceased I sent Captain Bernier
and a sufficient number of men to tow it to the Marguerite, set it in its place, and set up the
rigging.  On the 18th, Mr. Sirois was ready to sail for Quebec with a fair wind just spring-
ing up.

I also assisted Captain Morin of the schooner Mermaid, by furnishing him canvass to
repair his sails which had been torn.

Several residents of Malbaie came to lodge complaints for assault and battery. I put
off the hearing of the cases to the 24th of the month.

I visited Point St. Peter and found all quiet.

On the 18th, in the afternoon, we left Malbaie. Imade a passing visit to Grande Grave
and Petit Gaspé, and then we entered Gaspé Basin in the evening, in time to escape a violent
tempest which lasted two days.

ol There were then a great many vessels in the Port of Gaspé. Their names are as
ollows : —




31

GASPE BASIN, 18TH October, 1865.

E:
3
Name of vessel. Name of captain, . “ Observations.

& H
g\ 2
g E]
8 5
3 =

Brig ¢ Canada” 156 10 [From Cadiz with salt.

Brigantine ¢ Alice”” .. 68 7 {From Liverpool with salt.

Bark ¢ Alice Jane 3s0 10 [Jersey (general cargo).

Schooner ¢ Bee ”....... 51 6 [Cardiff (coal).
do  “J. Stewart 76 14 [Whaler.

Brigantine “ Puzzle ™ 73 5 |From Cadiz with salt.

Schooner ¢ Cutter . . 35 4 |From Magdalen Islands.
do  “ Sea Flow .|P. Meagher .., 35 4 [Coaster.
do  ““ Ocean Bride”.. .{William Fope. 21 2 do
do  “ Marie Anna”’ 1. Dépré . 55 5 do
do  “ Orion” .....ceee .|T. Adams. 26 5 do
do  ‘“ Marie-Joséphine 7. .|J. Boulet . 35 41 do

Brig ¢ Brothers”......ccccun. .1John Vibert. 173 8 1From Prazil.

Brigantine ¢ Prigeilla .|P. Dorey..... 87 7 |From Cadiz with salt.
do ¢ Laurel .. J. Lo Gresley ........| 102 6 |Just launched—belongs to J. and

| Elias Collas.

Schooner ¢ Britannia » .'J. Ross.. 67 5 {From North Shore with cod.
do ¢ Piper ”... .| William Mann, 47 4 |With oysters.
do  “ Rambler” ., .|J. Davis ,. 51 15 |Whaler from South.

Brigantine ¢ Zégri”.. .[J. Baujie.. .| 110 7 |From Jersey with general cargo.
do ¢ Volunteer Ed. LeBoutillier..... 59 5 do do do
do “ Why Not™.. 105 6 |From Cadiz with salt.

Schooner ¢ 8t. Ignace” 40 5 |Coaster.

Brigantine ¢ Rambler * 61 ¥ |From Jersey with general cargo.

Brig ¢ Harriet” ..... 152 7 ‘From Cadiz with salt.

do ¢ Hibernia”... 178 9 |Holy Head, ballast.

Schooner “ Admirati 46 14 {Whaler from the North.
do “Erin”.. 32 4 |Coaster.
do “Fox”., 95 7 {From Cadiz with salt.
do ¢ Defiance ™. .|William Anuett. 65 14 |Whaler from the North.
do ‘“ Parvenu”. .{P. Bouchard... 15 4 |From Percé with cod.

Brigantine ¢ Bradore ” .|Ed. Vautier. 97 7 |From Labrador with ced.

Schooner “ Emélite .. .|Ed. Burke .. 50 5 From Magdalen Islands.
do  “Zélie”. .18, Cormier .. 36 10 do do  with cod,
do ‘ Marie Ro .|N. Bernier .. 38 4 |Coaster.

l 2717 | 236

It will be seen by the“above table"that not less)than fifteen of these vessels had come to
this port for cargoes of cod for foreign' countries, chiefly for Spain and Brazil. The news
that reached us from all quarters, in relation to the results of the autumn fishery, were most
fayorable. Cod fish was abundant almost everywhere on the Gaspé coast. Between
Cap des Rosiers and Grand Etang, the fall fishery had produced as great a yield for the trade
ag the whole summer fishery. And as fish, whether dried or merely salted, was selling at a
higher price than was ever known before in this market, the prospects of the fishermen were,
comparatively speaking, good, and the proceeds of the sale of their fish would afford them
ample supplies for the winter.

Having completed all my business at Gaspé Basin, I left on the afternoon of the 23rd,
and in the evening we came to an anchor at Douglastown.

Mr. Conley, the fishery overseer of that division, told me that be had no complaint to
make against any person for violation of the fishery laws.

On the morning of the 24th, I proceeded to Malbale to hold the court. There were
three actions, one for damages caused to a net, and the others for assault and battery.

In the first case the defendant was condemned to pay damages to the amount of §10.00,
in the others the acsused were gondemned 1o vay a fing and qoste,
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This was to be mylast visit to that place,
and the cold breath of winter was
tatea longer stay on those coasts.

In the afternoon we came to anchor at Percé. T
for the fishing season had closed, bad weather setting in, and
keenly felt at night. Moreover, there was nothing to necessl

It was time to return to our winter quarters. oo .
Ou the 25th, we left Percé for the Island of Anticosti, but a strong head wind forced

us to come-to at Malbaie. On the following day the head wind continued.

On the 27th, I returned to Percé with two prisoners for the gaol of that place, who had
been brought before me for having uttered threats against a woman living at Aunse Brillant,
and had been unable to find the necessary bail to keep the peace. Then having visited Coin
du Bune, in the evening we set sail for the Island of Anticosti.

On the following morning we reached the south-west point of the Island. T took on
board the fishery overseer I had left there in the summer to watch the sa_lu.mn fisheries of
the island. This overseer, who had discharged his duty with zeal am_i diligence, told me
that he had visited the fishing stations as often as circumstances permitted. He reported
that there had been no contraventions of the fishery laws on the Island. Nevertheless he
had heard Mr. Bradley say that a party had closed up the main channel of the River Dau-
phine with a net. It is my intention to enquire into the matter next year. .

According to Mr. Pope, keeper of the Jight-house at the south-west point, cod, herring
and mackere]l had been abundant during part of the season, in tHe vicinity of that point.
Some schooners then in those waters had been highly successful in their fishing. But it is
difficult to fish to advantage on this dangerous coast, which does not afford a single port of
refuge tor vessels.

A little before 11 A.M., we left our anchorage for Seven Islands.

Tn the evening we eacountered a tempest of wind from the south-east, accompanied by
snow, which lasted the whole night. On the following morning the wind shifted to thenorth,
the snow still falling. We had a long beat for Seven Islands, and entered the harbor on the
morning of the 30th.

The fishery overseer of the Moisie was waiting for me there. I took hiw on board, and
tke Collector of Customs of the port of Seven Islands, Mr. Antoine Talbot, and we made all
ready to sail for Quebec with the next fair wind.

In the afterncon I went to the assistance of the ship Brazo, anchored off Grande Barque
Island. She was short of provisions, and I furnished her with enough for her voyage.

On the 31st, we set sail, but a head wind soon forced us to come to an anchor at Pointe
de la Chusse. On the 1st November, after having assisted with provisions Captain Langdry,
of the schooner Elmira, we again set sail.

On the following day we touched at Trinity, where I met the fishery overseer of the di-
vision, Mr. Comeau, who furnished me with information respecting the fisheries of that
place. Then, at 10 A. M., we sailed once more with a fine breeze from the north-west, but
above Point des Monts we had the wind more ahead.

On the 4th, at 8 A.M., wc passed Bic light.

On the evening of the 5th, we were off Kamouraska, and on the 6th, we came to an an-
chor in the harbor of Quebee, at 7 A M.

I immediately gave ordersto commence unrigging La Canadienne, and in the evening
I discharged eight of the crew. °

On the Tth, the schooner was towed to the Provincial steamers’ wharf, On the 8th we
commenced landing the sails, cordage, and all , the outfit of the vessel, in order to put them
in the Government store, and in the evening I discharged the rest of the crew.

On the 9th and 10th, we centinued the work of unloading with men engaged for the
purpose. On the 11th, all was done, and La Canadienne ready for her winter quarters, but
the dock was not ready, and in the meantime Mr. Le Blanc, the lieutenant, was left in
charge of La Canadienne.

On the 24th, she was put in a dock in Mr. Sampson’s yard, and on the followin.
in her winter quarters in Palace Harbor. P i wing day,
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SUMMARY.

The summary of my Report must, of necessity, be short.

In the first place it is ot necessary that I should give, as I have hitherto done, long de-
tails (already sufficiently known from my previous reports) relative to the nature and extent
of the various services which the Government armed schooner L Cunadienne, is called upon
to render every year, under my command, in the lower St. Lawrence, and the Gulf.

In the second place, the scrvice of the protection of the fisheries has been accomplished
during the season just ended, without any accident to the crew or vessel deserving of special
mention, nor has it given rise to any incidents of a nature to require lengthy explana-
nations on my part, except the prosecution und conviction of the crew of the schooner Ocean
Bride, and the forfeiture of that vessel to Her Majesty, for having gathered and carried off
the eggs of wild fowl on the islands of the coast of Labrador.

Suffice it to say that the cruise of La Canadienne this year, lasted six months, and that
it has been attended with all the beneficial results naturally to be expected. And in contribu-
ting this year, as in past years, the largest share, as the people of our coast bear witness,
towards the maintenance of peace and public order on our maritime and river shores; in
assuring to our fishermen and outfitters, now so numerous, security for their persons, even
at the most remote posts, and peaceable possession of their fishing establishments, and of the
ground necessary for the various operations of their important branch of industry, allotted
them from the domain of the erown in virtue of the fishery law; in continuing to enforce
throughout the whole extent of our coasts, our laws and fishery regulations, and in securing
the proper working of our system of organization and protection of the salmon and trout fish-
eries, by leasing those fisheries; in affording on every oceasion, to all officers of the Govern-
ment located on our coasts, every possible assistance, with the help of the armed force at my
disposal on board La Cunadienne, I have merely fulfilled the many duties imposed upon me
in connection with the highly responsible post of commander of the expedition for the protec-
tion of the fisheries, in conformity with the instructions you were pleased to give me.

The cruises I made this year, in the discharge of the duty assigned to me in the Gulf,
are very nearly the same as last year ; and this will be found to be the case on reference to
the log kept on board the vessel.

Several actions for breach of the fishery laws were instituted before me during my visits
to the different parts of our coasts, as is evident from a perusal of my report. The majority
related to offences committed in contravention of the clause of the fishery regulations, which
forbids any person to purchase, receive, or have in his possession, any salmon taken with the
spear or by torch light by Indians; and also of another elause of the same regulations, which
forbids fishing within the limits of a river, of which the salmon fishery has been leased by
Government to any fisherman, either with the net or with the fly.

he persons accused in these actions were brought before me with as little delay as pos-
sible, whenever they could be reached ; and the exemplary manner in which they were pun-
ished is a sure guarantee that such offences will not be repeated hereafter, at least in the
places where these prosecutions have occurred.

The other actions were as follows :—For a casc of desertion on the part of a fisherman,
at the Moisie River. In this case the accused having been found guilty was condemued to
pay a fine of $30, or to a month's imprisonment. In default of payment of the said fine,
the fisherman was removed to the prison at Percé, to be therein detained for the period above
mentioned.

There were also two other complaints against parties for taking trout in a manner con-
trary to law.

Thig makes in all eleven actions for contravention of the fishery laws, on the whole ex-
tent of our maritime coasts (over 1200 nautical miles) in the division under my superintend-
ence.

Now taking this comparatively small number of infractions of the fishery laws, that came
to my knowledge this year (and but very few can escape, with the system we now have in
force) in connection with the vast extent of sea coast isolated and far removed from the ac-
tion of the Giovernment, the great number of fishermen, both native and foreign, frequenting
these coasts, the rapid development the fishing establishments have attained within a few
years, and many kinds of fisheries arried on, it appears to me that it must he admitted that
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the fishery laws are carried out on our coasts as well as can be expeoted, particularly in v1e_v(;
of the fact that I have at my disposal of the service only a sailing vessel, and that in rap:
cruises, such as 1 generally make in the Gulf, I have to contcnd almost invariably with con-
trary winds, curtents, and the fogs which are so common in these latitudes during the spring
season. R

There has also been the usual average of prosecutions for assault and battery, for dam-
ages to property, and of holding to bail to keep the peace, but they were of little importance.
Therefore, I repeat it, the campaign of La Canadienne in the Gulf this year, has been a
successful one, and it appears to me that Tcan say that its results, for the organization and
protection of our fisheries and for the maintaining of public peace and order on our maritime
coasts, have been most satistactory.

1 shall conclude this summary with a few remarks relative to the sentence of the eleven
men forming the crew of the Ocean Bride, and the confiscation of the vessel and all it eon-
tained, for the profit of Her Majesty, for an infringement of the Lower Canada Game Law,
and it is but natural that I should speak of the wild fowl that frequent the Labrador coast,
the vast number of eggs they lay on the islands and islets with which the coast is studded, and
the trade to which the eggs of one of these species of fowl have given rise between the Lab-
rador coast and the port of Halifax.

Ever since the discovery of the country all vessels attracted to the Labrador coast by
the various important fisheries carried on there, have always been iu the habit of sending a
part of their crews to the remote islands where the majority of the wild fowl, and particularly
the murr and penguin lay, at moments when the work of fishing is suspended, to remove
quantities of eggs of which they laid in 2 stock for their voyage.

On the other hand, the inhabitants of this barren coast were in the habit of gathering
enough of them to furnish themselves with food almost throughout the summer mounths.

But very soon the excellent quality of these eggs became widely known, and besides the
quantity gathered for the immediate consumption of the inhabitants of the coast, or of fish-
ermen pursuing their avocation in these waters, a regular trade was established in thesc eggs
between Labrador and the city of Halifax and some other ports in Nova Scotia.

From six to eight schooners were fitted out every year in that colony, solely for the pur-
pose of resorting to the islands of the Labrador coast, to gather the eggs of certain kinds of
wild fowl that visit these Islands periodically to lay their eggs.

These expeditions lasted about three months, and yielded quite a large profit to the crews
of the vessels engaged in them, inasmuch as these eggs, owing to their great size, their excel-
lent flavor, and above all their peculiar color, and the fact of their coming from a country
remote and but little known, were sold in the ports of Nova Scotia, particularly in Halifax,
and even in Boston, at a very high price, namely, from 20 to 50 cents per dozen.

At first the egg trade was carried on without exciting much public attention, It is easy
to understand that the carrying off of so large a quantity of eggs at once, must have exercised
a fatal influence on the propagation of these species of fowl, when the germs of future gen-
erations were thus removed ; but on the other hand, these birds were so numerous, and spread
over o large an extent of the Labrador coast, that the falling off in their numbers was at
first scarcely perceptible. However, these destructive proceedings were unceasingly and sys-
tematically carried on, and the birds pursued from island to island, and even to their most
secret retreats which they had selected in order to save their precious brood from the covetous
hand of man, and at length they disappeared from some of the islets from which the eggs -
were most easily removed, while on the others their numbers had fallen off in an alarming
degree ; and thus the attention of the public was directed to the matter.

So soon as the Government had received information of these facts, laws were passed for
the purpose of putting a stop to these depredations, which threatened the total destruction on
our northern sea coast of the valuable species of water fowl that resort to them every year.
The first law was passed in 1851; in 1858, two very important clauses forbidding the re-
moval or destruction of the eggs of wild fowl in Lower Canada, and on the islands of the
River {md Gulf of St. Lawrence, were, at my suggestion, inserted in an Act of Parliament
amending and consolidating all our game laws, These same clauses were re-enacted in the
game law forming part of the Covsolidated Statutes for Lower Canada, and they therefora
gonstitute the enactments now in force.

Tt 8 clea that they are quite sufficient for tho attainment of the end in, view.
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Baut a serious difficulty here presents itself; how is the law to be carried out in regions
so remote and isolated as the Labrador coasts? There is but one resident magistrate there,
he has no force under him, and is entirely powerless to enforce his authority amongst the
thousands of fishermen who frequent those waters.

The service for the protection of the fisheries is therefore the only available machinery
for securing a more or less effectual operation of our game law in this remote part of the
country, and this is one of the duties I have to discharge as head of the service in question.

The first years I visited the coast of Labrador, while discharging the most important
duties of my official mission, I availed myself of every opportunity of making known our game
law, and more especially the clauses prohibiting the carrying off of eggs, to the inhabitants of
the coast and to the fishermen I met. This was the first step to be taken in order to secure
the complete operation of the law. Subsequently I made cruises specially for the purpose of
arresting parties suspected of having taken eggs, and in 1858, I went so far as to leave an
officer and armed men from my crew for some time on the Murr Islands off Great Mecoatina,
to protect them against the depredations of the fishermen, large numbers of whom were then
in the neighborhood.

The various measures I adopted at that time in order to carry out the game law, pro-
duced a very good effect, and the six or eight sghooners that were in the habit of coming
from Halifax to these islands for a cargo of eggs, were soon reduced to two or three. The
latter hid themselves so well mid the thousand islands, islets and rocks that stud the Labra-
dor coast in certain places, that it was impossible for me to find them ; or elsc they visited
our coast at the first opening of navigation, and hastened to depart so soon as they heard I
was about to make my appearance.

Nevertheless, every year I acquired a more perfect knowledge of the localities these ves-
sels were in the habit of visiting, and sooner or later some of them were destined to fall into
my hands. This is what bas occurred this year.

I have related in my report how I captured the crew of a schooner composed of eleven men,
with their vessel, their boats and the eggs they had gathered, which amounts to nearly 2,500
dozen. .

I stated that all these men had been comdemned to pay a fine, which they were un-
able to do, and then removed to the prison at Amherst, Magdalen Islands, and mentioned the
manner in which I had disposed of their vessel (The Ocean Bride), and all she contained.

T also mentioned the conviction of an inhabitant of the coast, and the confiscation of his
boat, for the same offence. .

These various steps adopted in virtue of my judicial authority, though tardy, (it was
the first time I found a vessel engaged in carrying off eggs) have, nevertheless, produced a great
sensation on all our coasts and even in the neighboring provinces, and the good result thereof
will be very great. And now that I am acquainted with all the haunts of the egg stealers,
it is tolerably certain that none of them will dare, henceforward, engage in_the traffic, since
there must be far more risk than profit in carrying it on. But the Labrador islands
where the wild fowl lay must be stili more or less exposed to the depredations of the fishermen
who frequent those waters in order to carry on the cod fishery, and also of the inhabitants of
the adjoining coasts. The dread of being caught in the act or of being prosecuted for having

* removed eggs, would doubtless have the effect of preventing many of these people from vio-
lating the game law, even during my absence from the coast; but there is no question but
that these eggs will always be a temptation to a certain class of individuals, who will run the
risk of violating the law and commit their aots of pillage under cover of the night.

In order to put a complete stop to these depredations, it would be necessary, when my
duties called me elsewhere, to leave armed guards upon the principal islands of Labrador.
But I would not recommend the adoption of such a measure, as it would involve too much
expense. We must, therefore, be satisfied with the system now in operation, make it operate
as well as possible and endeavor to dertve from it all beneficial results and the best advan-
tages for the preservation of the species of wild fowl that frequent our sea coasts,

The following is a list of the leading species of these birds, with their names,—technical,
common, French and English.
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List of the principal species of Wild Fowl frequenting the coasts of the Gulf of
St. Lawrence.

Technical name. Common name. French name, English name.

..|Moyaque ......
wes|Goéland anglais.

.|Goéland commun..
Gaude ...
Pigeon d
Mermette .......... .
..|Perroquet de mer ou cal-
culeau... «sveers|Macareun moine ..
..|Margot .. ... Fou de Bassan ....
..|Esterlette.. ., Hirondelle de mer ..

Somatoriz molligsima..
Larus marinous...
Larus argentatus..
Uria Ringvia .
Uria Grille .
Alca Torda.
Fratercuia Artica .

Guillemot bridé ..
Guillemot & miro .. Black Guillemot.
Pingoin Torda ,....... o vener Razor Bill Auk or Tinker.

Solan Goose.
Sea Swallow, Common
I Fern,

....'Cummon Tuffin.

Sula Ba‘.ssana..
Sterna Hirundo....

T must state that of all these birds, the Tinker and the Murr lay the largest number of
eggs, and Lhe eggs of the latter—and to some little extent those of the former—form the
cglef article of the egg'trade between Labrador and Nova Scotia, of which [ have spoken
above.



: REMARKS

ON THE

FISHERIES OF THE SEASON AND THEIR PRODUCTS

FIRST DIVISION.

MAGDALEN ISLANDE,

This division comprises the Magdalen Islands, with an extent of 104 miles of sea coast}
See my Report for 1864, page 29.

Neal hunting on the ice.

Seven schooners from the harbor of Amherst and fourteen from House Harbor engaged
in this hunt this year, making four vessels less than last year. It must be remembered that
two schooners from House Harbor were totally lost in the ice in 1864, and they have not as
yet been replaced.

These twenty-one schooners carrying 210 seamen, brought in from their expeditions 4396
seals, of the value of $28,574; but to that number must be added 1500 young seals killed
on the stranded ice, near the Magdalen Islands, and worth $6,000, giving the sum of $34,574
ag the total value of the seals killed by the fishermen of the Magdalen Islands this year.

The number of seals killed in the same place during the past five years, by the crews
of vessels from the port of Amherst andHouse Harbor, is as follows:—

In 1861............ creven feerasararere ererecernnenies vee tean cenes 2750 seals.
B1862, 0 icenienninn arreenrenians o ceeveee.. 9104

3959 «
1622 «
tevenseenseenes B U PPN 4396 «

Thus the yield this year, though not very abundant, has been double that of last year.
Spring Herring fishery.

This fish has been very abundant this year at the Magdalen Islands, and particularly in
Pleasant Bay.

Number of barrels of herrings taken this year by the inhabitants of the Magdalen Islands
and by jforeign vessels.

In 1865 By the inhabitants...... P RS 3000 barrels.
« «  Toreign Vessels..ovivvireririnniniienns cerveinnene .. 26640 «

Total. ceeveirerriiiiiniiiiinene D Cevenree v 29640 barrels.

In 1864 By the inhabitants...... creserrer e Ceeenas . 1500 barrels.
« ¢«  Foreign vessels...... P creeaes eeenee . 1500«

Total........ creieeen Cerresraree e verecssanesee 3000 barrels.
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In 1863 By the inhabitants.........overeinerirorennss cosneenennn, 1550 barrels.
“ «  Toreign vessels....ireenniienninnes veer eenesaa.. 25000
Total...... e PN e 26500 barrels.
Tn 1862 By the inhabitantSes cemscereeeenes covrerrorercenncnnes 3050 barrels.
¢« 4 Foreign vessels....., cevrerssnsirseras ceereens TP 6145 «
Total.vuisennirencinnns st e eerniee. 9195 barrels.
To 1861 By the inhabitants.............. R . 1500 barrels.
“ ¢« Toreign vessels......... ceevueunn. v, 40000 «
Totalevssirsiresrnisee venens theesieiien s s v ereercenseniene s 41500 barrels.

Spring Mackerel Fishery.
This fishery has becn poor this year in Pleasant Bay.
Number of barrels of Mackerel taken with seines by the inhabitants of the Magdalen
Islands, and by joreign fishermen, this Spring.

By the inhabitants......cceeevinininnn, Ceeveerrrranee PR 500 barrels.
By foreigners........... et e eee e e ar 455

Summer Cod Fishery.

NoTE.—The summer fishery commences at the opening of navigation, and finishes on
the 15th August, and the fall fishery Legins at the latter date and continues to the end of
the autumn.

Yield of Summer fishery in 1865..ccccvve ovtiieieisiesy..... 9630 quintals.
113 &

1864. .. ... U356 “
“ «“ 1863 crerrrennees.. 10120 “
“« “« 1862 .o ot v e, 6616 “

“ “ 1861 ciiiviiieriieciennnneniannnes 7307 “

I call attention to the fact that the fishermen who exercised their calling in the
waters of the Magdalen Islands, succeeded better than those who fished in schooners on the
Labrador coast.

Summer Mackerel Fishery.

This fishery has been tolerably productive, but less so, however, than that of last year,
notwithstanding that tie number of boats employed this year in the fishery was larger.

According to my returns I estimated the yield at............... - 932 barrels.
In 1864 it was 1400 «
1863 o« 770«
“ 1862 « 630 «
“1861 « 820 «

Fall Cod Fishery,
This fishery has not been 8o good as was at first expected, owine: to the f) -
rence of bad weather during the autumn. ? ’ ¢ ® frequent recur

The estimated yield in 1865 is
Theyield in 1864 was

“ 1862
“ 1861 «
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Huddock: Fishery.

For some years back this fish has frequented the coast of the Magdalen Islands io tol-
erably large numbers. It is found on the fishing grounds in the vicinity of Etang du Nord.

Quantity taken in I865..cceuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin s 437 quintals.
¢ 18641 teeiiiinirincee it rene e 490 “
RECAPITULATION
Seal Hunting.
Seals killed by the inhabitants, on the ice—1500, @ $4+ 00 ea.......... % 6,000
Seals killed by erews of schooners—4396, @ $6 50 ea........c...eeen. . 28,574
$ 84,574

Herring Fishery.
Herring—3000 brls, (@ $3 per brlo..oveeiiiiiiiiciniininenieeinn... - $9,000
Muckerel Fishery. (Spring).

Mackerel—500 brls., @ $0.....ceoivrnerenmniiiiiininnnnes frrerie srrrreieeenenes $3,000
Summer Cod Fishery.
Cod (Summer)-—9630 quintals @ $E.eeverieniniicrarnianeniiiianrenennnnn, $38,620
Summer Muckerel Fishery.

Mackerel (Summer)—952 brls., (@ $10 per brl............ ... corerenee. § 9,520
Fall Cod Fishery.

Fall Cod—1840 quintals, @ $4 50 per quintal......... eesreneirenes . 7,820
Haddock Fishery.

Haddock—437 quintals, (@ %3 per quintal.......coevenienesnneiinnninninn o 1,311

Cod Liver Oil.
10,380 gallons Cod and Haddock liver oil, @& 80cts.cerererisiinrernes 8,304
312,049

Total value of produce of the differcnt fisheries of this division.

Increase in favor of 1865.....cvvveencveiinnianss e ceveranis . 825,453 95

SECOND DIVISION,

This division includes the Counties of Bonaventure and Gaspé and a portion of the
County of Rimouski, and comprises an extent of sea coast measuring 354 nautical miles,

Herring Fishery.

This fishery, which was carried on at the usual period, namely, in the spring, has yielded
far more satisfactory results than last year, and it may be said to have been generally suc-
cessful, except in the County of Rimouski.

Nevertheless the three connties constituting this division bave not all contributed in like
proportion to this increased yield. Thus, while the County of Bonaventure shews an in-
crease of noarly 5,000 barrels of herrings, in the County of Gaspé the yield of this year ex.
ceeds that of Jast year by about 300 buarrels only. 1In the County of Rimougki there hag
been o eonsiderable «14!@&'0:156; as the following figurgs will shewy 3
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County of Bonaventure.

To 1865.cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiinerecvaannes ceeraenees « e+ 419925 barrels herring.
U 7 O PP Py 2545 ¢

County of Gaspé. (The Maydalen Islands are not included tn this statement.)

T0 3865 cieee veveireenirennnimeneenas everarerievarateaneaen 2875 “

In 1864........ v ebaert et et et g rae et et nraanen 2545 ¢
County of Rimouski.

Tn 1865 . cvieiniinecscns crevmernrinne.. rerrreeasienesesiens 1998 “

T 186 useuerareererinens sonenncrenrrnrraransseiseerasensasens 5842 “

Total yield of the Herring Fishery in 1865..00u0 .. .ooo. 2479 barrels.

The yield of the herring fishery of the Magdalen Islands, which form part of the County
of Gaspé, are not included in the above. Add also 850 boxes of smoked herrings saved in
the County of Bonaventure.

Summer Cod Fishery.

The summer cod fishery was not by any means good in this division, except at some
points where the yield was up to the average, from the opening of the season until towards
the middle of the month of August, that is to say, during the time the fishermen call the
summer fishery. Nevertheless, owing to the great increase in the number of fishing boats on
this part of our coast, the yicld of this fishery will be found very important. It is as follows:

The County of Bonaventure.....cueeeusivrerenieinnn.. . 6171 quintals of cod.
“ Gaspé (exclusive of Magdalen Islands).72380 «
“ Rimouski..iirie e varmiiiiiiiiiniie i innes 5418 “«
Totalieeersiiiiiien i 83969 quintals of cod.

It will be found, on consulting my reports, that these figures shew an increased yield,
owing to the increased number of fishing boats employed in this fishery this year, as compared
with last year. But it is not equal to that of 1863.

Fall Cod Fishery.

This fishery has been excellent, generally speaking, on the coast included in this division.
But the best yield wag secured close to the shores of the Gulf between Percé and Port Daniel,
both as to quality and quantity.

The following is the yield of this fishery for this year:

County of Bonaventure.......ceeerrrvvinnsenserrnnennnnnn.. 3120 quintals of cod.
¢ Garpéieenenn.. ..38607 €
¢ Rimouski....cviieirviimiiiniens cniie i, 1688 «

Totalvievuririass vocvannennane, cerersriiaiens Y. 43415 “

The total produce of these fisheries for these three counties (less the Magdalen Islands)
amounts to 43,415 quintals of codfish. This exceeds last year, and even 1863.
To this must be added the tongues, the sounds, and the cod-liver oil. 'The first amount
to 318 barrels, and the oil to the large quantity of 114,596 gallons.
: The following figures will shew in what proportion the number of fishing boats has in-
creaged in this division :—

1863. 1864. 1865.

TFishing boats in the County of Bonaventure.....osusourreveriinsnunenn... 252 267 232
“ “ Gaspé (exclusive of Magdalen Islands)...1166 1386 1724
“ «“ Rimouski ..... RN teve e, 100289 395

1488 1932 2351

Tacrease from 1863 to 1865 inclusively, 873 boats.
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It would appear still larger had I not counted this year amongst the flat hoats, some
thirty boats that appear in the appendices of 1864 and 1863, asfishing boats. This accounts
for an apparent decrease in the number of boats for the County of Bonaventure, whereas, in
reality, there has been a slight increase.

In the number of flats used for fishing in many places, such as Maria, Carleton, Nou-
velle and the River Ristigouche, there has also been a proportionate increase. They now
number 2,154,

Haddock Fishery.
This fish, as is well known, is caught at the same time with the cod. The quantity
caught in this division this year is 2,949 quintals.
Hale Fishery.
This fish is also taken in fishing for cod, particularly in the Bay of Chaleurs. Itis in-
ferior to haddock, and its value is far below that of the cod.
Yield—372 quintals.
Halibut Fishery.
Yield—504 barrels.

Mackerel Fishery.

This fishery has afforded but a poor yield this year on the coast of Gaspé, and all that
our fishermen succeeded in taking amounted to only G643 barrels; this is a little more than
last year.

Tunny Fishery.

Yield—12 barrels.

Whale Fishery.

It may be said that this fishery has been by no means productive this year ; thisis owing
to two principal causes, the searcity of whales in the Gulf, and the bad weather, which in-
terfered greatly with the operations of the fishermen.

Yield in 1865..ceviiuveniiiininreniinneiiniiinann e 14,420 gallons.
B PP 25,014 «
1868.... 14400 «

1862. . ...26,000 «
1861.......... teeanirieiine, Crereeeean. Crrsesnensriine 33,600 «

The following table will shew the quantity of oil brought in by each whaling schooner : —

o

S

=

. @
Name of Schooner. Name of Captain. ‘s Whale 9il.

2

E g

= =t
Barrelg.
“ Lord Douglas”’ .|James Baker ... 58 15 195
“ Violet ” «|H. Suddard . 37 15 61
“ John Stewar 76 15 50
¢ Rambler” 51 15 12
“ Highland Ja 64 15 9
“ Breeze "’ 45 15 10
¢ Admiration ” 46 15 137
377 ¢ 105 474
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Of thesc vessels there are but two or three that have realised any profits; the others on
the contrary bave hardly paid the cost of fitting out, leaving hard’y anything to meet the
outlay for the wages of the crew. It evidently appears that this fishery has been fulling off
greatly for some years past. I shall return to the subject hereafter.

Sardine Fishery.

This fishery which, as is generally known, is carried on by means of brush nets, com-
menced under very favorable auspices in the month of August. It did not, however, prove
to be so good as it was hoped it would. Notwithstanding this, the products exceeded those
of last year. They amounted to 390 barrels.

Salmon Fishery.

This fishery did not produce such good results as there were grounds to expect in view
of the large numbrr of salmon which had beeu seen in the upper waters of several of the
rivers in this division during late years. This is owing principally to the hizh water which
prevailed in the Gaspé rivers in the spring, and which did not allow the fishermen to set
their nets at the most favorable time. For the same reason a large number of salmon must
have ascended the rivers this year.

The following is a statement of the yield of this fishery in each of the counties comprised
in this division :—

1865. 1864.
County of Booaventure.........ccoesesieeneness 299 barrels. 2303 barrels.
T Gigpbariens . 2174 « 252F  «
“ Rimouskiv.eoerrivisrieiiiiiensrenen 163 « 30 “
5333 « 513 «

By this table it will be seen that the County of Bonaventure yielded one-fourth more
barrels of salmon than was the case last year, whereus, on the contrary, in the two other coun-
ties there was a diminution in the yield.

But taking the whols yield of the division, it appears that the salmon fishery, althongh
much les productive than in 1863, still exceeded by some twenty barrels the yield of the
years 1864 and 1862,

Trout Fishery.
. I estimate at about 70 barrels, the quantity of trout taken either in the lakes during the
winter by weuns of lines, or on the sea shore by means of seines, or in the rivers by nets or
with the fly. The greater part of this fisk is consumed in the fresh state.

FISH USED AS MANURE IN THIS DIVISION.

Caplin.
There were taken this year from Bonaventure to >rt Daniel inclusive, about 2,380 bar-
rels 6f this fish which were used as maoare on the land.
In this amouat I do not include the quaatity of caplin which was used as bait in the
ood fishery.

Herring.
T estimate at 2 300 barre's, the quantity of herring taken at Oarleton, Maria and Bona-
veuture, and made use of as manure this year.
1 should observe that many of these herrings are fish which have received some injury,
80 a3 not to be suitable for curing,

Plaice.

The number of plaice found about the coast of Carleton is prodigious. They are for
he most purt small, but are easily caught with the scige. They are not used by the inhali:
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tants for food, although they are wholesome and easy of digestion; but the whole are carried
into the field and used as manure, being a most powerful fertilizer,
The number of barrels so apphcd ig laid at 2,400.

RECAPITULATION.

Produce of the different fisheries of the Second Division.
Herring I’ishery

County of Bonaventure.—19,7235 brls, @ 33 veevrneses 859775 00
County of Gaspé.—2,875 brls., @ $3.vcuue wreerieeneeiriorinnes 8,625 v@
County of Rimouski. —1.998 bils @33 ...... Ce bt e 5,994 00
800 Boxes smoked herrings, @ 2BCES - vevsrovesersessesorsesssoses 200 ¢0
Summer Cod Fishery.
County of Bonaventure.—6,171 quintals, @ $4.50 ............ $ 27,769 00
County of Gaspé.—72,380 qumtals @$E50.0cniinriiiiinns 325.710 00
County of Rimouski.—5,418 quintals, @ $4.50.. e 24,381 00

Autumn Cod Flishery.
County of Bonaventure.—3,120 quintals, @ $5..cccveesevnn. 15,600 00
County of Gaspé.—88,607 quintals, @ S5..... ... 193,035 00
County of Rimouski.—1,688 quintals, @ 95 ...evvserriirnenns 8,440 00

Cods’ Tongues and Sounds.
318 brls, @ B7 per brl ceiivvniiiiiiiiiit s s 2,226 00

Cod Liver Oil.
114,596 gallons, @ 80cts. per gallon. cevuiiiiiriiiernscrnconss 91,676 80

Haddock Fishery.
2,949 quintals, @ $3.50 per quintal....ceceeruiieniinsnnnncinnnns 10,321 60
Hake Fishery.
372 quintals, @ $3.50 per quintal.....ccevviiiiriiiireiinenniienn 1,302 00

Halibut Fishery.
504 brls, @ $6 per brh..c.cccviviiiiiniies versereteeanirans craees 3,024 00
Macl:erel Fishery.
643 brls, @ $10 pex brl....cccvrniiiniiiiiireniieiiins siisenn 6,430 00
Tunny Fishery.
12 brly, @ $5 per brlveeiiiiiiiceiinencinaes crere e e crninienanes 60 00
Whale Fishery.
14,420 gallons oil, @ 90cts per gallon....ovvvrrariierenniininnass 12,978 00
Sard.ne Fishery.
390 brls, @ $5 per brl.........oee. crereetteseneees Ceeren e are 1,950 00

Salmon Fish.ry.
538% brls, @ 818 per brl..ciiiivirnierunmienr s 9,603 00
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Trout Fishery.

70 brls, @ $12 per brl.....c.ovvvnrenee eesarereerureneraserotnaans 840 00
Caplin used as manure.

2,300 brls, @ 25cts. per brl...... e 575 00
Herring used as manure.

2,300 brls, @ 250ts. per brl covveerrre veerereennreeenereeriennnnen 575 00
Plaice used as manure.

2,400 brls, @ 25cts. per brlieeusereeeeresenermrecenuenncneennnnns 600 00

Value of products in 1865.....cucevvrs coecnvrivininnss v vnnnn..  $811,690 30

do do 1864..uece i i, 520,410 00

Inerease in favor of 1865.....cccrveerreeerivreiicien v cererereenen, $291,280 30

THIRD DIVISION.

This third division comprises the north shore of the Lower St. Lawrence and of the
Gulf, from Bersimis to the Eastern Frontier of the Province at Blancs Sablons Bay, and
the Island of Anticosti, an extent of coast measuring 570 marine miles.

Spring Seal Fishery.

The results of this fishery, which as I have told in several former reports, is car-
ried on by means of very large nets made of strong line, have this year been very small.
The season was not favorable, and the floating ice frequently obstructed the labor of the
fishermen.

Produce of the Spring Seal Fishing on the Coast of Labrador.

In 1865.cccene i vt eneeeea s 451 seals.
In 1864... creres eeneeees 2080 do
Tn 1863......... ernereietene s rueeanen, 165 do
In 1862......... ettt et trer et aa s b ranaanan 1293 do

Seal Hunting on the Ice.

The number of schooners fitted out this year for the hunting of the Seal on the north
shore was as follows :

Esquimaux Point.............cccocvvviee v e uenne.. 14 schooners.
Natashquana..e.ccveeiiieneinvreecsineiinreeenenann, 2 do
Kegasenu . cvvuniiveiiiiiee s et ereee e nen 3 do

Total...... Feeteeerincarenereananes 19 do

These schooners carrying 190 men, returned from their hunt with 4,077 seals of the
total value of $26,500. The produce of this kind of fishing was ;

In 1864...... 5,154 geals.
. 3,147 do
In 1862 ..uuiiiiiiiiieireeeeecceee - vevas eeeeees 13195 do

The yield of this year’s hunt may be looked on as somewhat below the average. We
may add to the above, —
1,500 geals killed by the Indians (with guns).
500  « “ Whites «
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Summer Cod Fishery.

It will have been evident from my report that cod was abundant on the eastern part
of the north shore of the Gulf, but that it did not appear till very late in the season, and
then in small numbers on the western portion of the same shore,as at Kegasca and Na-
tashquan, and the north side of the Lower St. Lawrence, that i3 to say, from Mingan to
Trinity ; especially at Moisie this scarcity of codfish was severely feit.

Produce of this fishery—27,878 quintals.

Halibut Fishery.
295 barrels,
Autumn Cod Fishery.

The autumn fishery was generally better on the western portion than it was on the
eastern part of the north shore. I might mention several places in Magpie Bay where it
proved very satisfactory in its results.

Produce of this fishery—6,512 quintals.

Summary of the Summer and Fall Cod Fishery

In 1865...cceemeens e . veer 34,490 quintals.
1864.. 35,360 do
1863.. 53,748  do
1862... 52,975 do
1861... 51,668 do

L85 svovorisoems a0 9080 do

To which must be added :
Cod-liver oil.......cccovrene e Creeraeanas 28,154 gallons.
Tongues and S0UNAS....oneiesierriiirenrarmrnnss eerens wurnes 85% barrels.

Mackerel Fishery.
No mackerel was caught on the north coast in the present year.

Autumn Herring Fishery.
There is nothing extraordinary to notice relative to this fishery, which was carried on
under the usual circumstances and at the usual time. It produced 2,574 barrels, which
was about the ordinary yield.

In 1864 it was 2,050 barrels.

1863 do 2,943  do
1862 do 636 do
1861 do 2,371 do

To this quantity must be added 2,500 barrels of herrings brought in by the schooners
from Esquimaux Point, Natashquan and Kegasea, their fishing ground being the Straits
of Belleisle and the coast of Newfoundland, and also 2,500 barrels by the Canadian schooners
the produce of a trade by barter on the North Shore and the coast of Newfoundland.
Total, 7,574 barrels of herring, besides smoked herrings, 300 boxes.

Autumn Seal Fishery.

This fishery produced 1,260 seals, which is a better return than that of 1863, but a
little short of that of 1862. It does not, however, exceed the yield of ordinary years.

Salmon Fishery.
There has again been a shortcoming in this fishery in the present year on the north

shore of the River and the Gulf. Some of the rivers, however, as the Nabisippi and the
Agwanus produced rather more than usual. It wasin the River Natashquan that the
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falling off v{;s most exp‘é'riet{éé, ag it was in the last year. Of course I here ‘allude toéi ‘{%
fishing ; the fly-fishing was very good. The produce of the former was :

T0 1865.:0 cunvervesesensesessesssnassnes snasassnssssossensassaes 1,298% parrels.
1864u.ruunen vereerene e 1,169F do
1868.0ueeeraercrereenns sere cererarreores 1,992%, do
1862.. 1819 do

. 1881 do

Within the last two years the produce has fallen off very considerably, as will appear
by the preceding returns, but it must be remembered that for several years past, some of
the rivers, as, the Godbout, the St. Margaret, the Mingan and the River Romaine, have
been closed against net fishing, no other fishing.than that with the fly being permitted,
and that moreover, there are fewer fighing stations than usual in the River St. John.
These facts will explain a great. cause of the decline in the produce of the present year’s
fishing and in that of 1864 as compared with former years. Buf if the salmon has fallen
off in quantity since 1863, the value of it has inereased very considerally—ne doubt, on
account of it scarceness’ 'This autumn the first quality of salmon sold for $19 and even
$20 per barrel, and the second guality. was worth. §1€ or $18.

........

Trout Fishery.
Of this fish T find 74} barrels inseribed in my tables as the quantity taken on the
North Shore this year. A large part of it is consumed while fresh.

RECAPITULATION.

Produce of the different fisheries of the Third Division,
Spring Seal Fishery.
451 geals, @ $6.50......c0ucuv...0 Paseaennetnaraane seetneniens sanee $ 2,931 50

Seal Hunting on the ice by Schooners.
4,077 seals, @ $6.50. i cinvvunennniernevunnniirnecvisiies s e e 26,500 50

Seals shot by Indians. . .

1,500 seals, @ $4u v« evuvrrrerreennnne cerrereeneet et sanaenesane 6,000 00
Seals shot by white men.

500 seals, @ $4..iieireracrins criniiinennnae carreesen one vevnenes . 2,000 00
Summer Cod Fishery.

27,978 quintals, @ $4:50..........ccueerennrrrrecnennnnnnnns veeeenes. 125,901 00
Autumn Cod Fishery.

6,512 quintals, @ $5.vurueiiinniiiiiniiiininiiiiriiirieeenens esenene 32,560 00

Cod Liver Oil.
28,154 gallons, @ 800t8.cue.unureeriienrerinsanneeenicasionnens esee 22,523 00
Cods’ Tongues and Sounds.
852 brls, (@ $8 .oeoerrveiiimninrinnrneninrie smaennseonenenn 284 00
Balibut Fishery. '

295 brls,, @ $6.vueeeerseoresreones soreseerune wessrneeveennne 177000
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Autumn Herring Fishery.

2,574 brls, @ $6....cevens crreie i 15,444 00
Herrings taken by Schooners from Esquimaux Point, Natashquan and Kegasca.
2,500 brls., @ $6..... coovviies v virreie e . 15,000 00
Herrings brought in by Canadian Schooners trading on the Labrador coast.
2,500 brls., @ $6..cccereeriinrnnnniiiiienne i, eereerraaan 15,000 00

Smoked Herrings. )
300 boxes, (@) 250t5.cuuureerrreisirernriiniiiirieeissieinrsiennanies 75 00
Autumn Seal Fishery.
1,260 seals, (@ $6.50.cciu:viuereeirie wrieen cennireine s seninens 8,190 00
Salmon Fishery.
1,208% brls.,, (@ $18..ccuevveieniciiiiiininins vreieeeeseennieaeens 13,368 00
Trout Fishery.
T43 brls., @ B12 ocoorviiiiiirerricienrc e e 894 00
Totalveerer crvveiiennnenes e tereneens $288,441 00

Aggregate value of the produce of the different fisheries of the Third Division.

ceers $287,541 00
........................................................... 223326 20

Increase in favor of 1865, ... cvvivrvinncienenionennnee § 64,214 80
GENERAL RECAPITULATION.

Total value of the produce of the fisheries on all the coasts of Canada, in the Gulf, and the
lower part of the River St. Lawrence.

First DIvIsion..cccvrieveereireerensrsrsoeuerenruosmnrnnoesses aes $ 112,049 00
Second Division.. ce eeeneerisere s s e 811,690 30
Third Division..... . 288,441 00

$1,212,180 30
Total value of the produce of the Deep Sea or Great Fisheries on the coasts of the Gulf and
Eower St. Lawrence.

Seal Fishery......cocieererremmsenmnineenniiiiininioiii. $ 80,196 00
Herring Fishery.... . 129,113 00

Sardine Fishery.. 1,950 00
Mackerel Fishery ceveesieeenens 18,950 00
Tunny Fishery...... S 60 00
Cod Fishery.....coce hereveniinne senniiens oo 924,749 80
Haddock Fishery 11,632 50
Hake Fishery....coceereeens 1,302 00
Halibut Fishery .... 4,794 00
Whale Fishery..veoeeeeetericniisiisiossioninniniee i, 12,978 00

e 1,750 00

$1,187,475 30

Qaplin, Plaise or Herring for manure, e uupsreseesses
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Total value of the produce of the River or Small Fisherdes.

Salmon Fishery.......coceceeveseireeniunnniieerernenioencennns $ 22,971 00
Trout Fishery.....coviveivininiiinnieriniiriiiis eee 1,784 00

$24,706 00
Difference in favor of the Sea Fisheries............ . $1,187,475 30
Number of fishing boats engaged in the Canadian fisheries...... 3,317
Number of flat bottomed do do do
Number of fishermen......e s s ecerirrnririeiciiinninimnrennnssseenrees

Number of 5a1lors.....civive v erinirirenieimuiiens s,
Total number of men employed in the Canadian fisheries....... 12,374

Number of nets in use in the Canadian fisheries.

Herring nets....
Mackerel nets.,
Salmon nets..
Seal DEtS .. veiiiiiiiiiririsiis s i cenee et rreres ara e rrasesnanee

Number of seines in use in the Canadion fisherics.

Herring seines.ccescienieirens veeneiicees vonnn 12

Cod SEINes.cveiererioerserense snrernrnsanee 20
Caplin seines ..cccuuvivisceceersenenns 419
Mackerel seines....cooe. ... 9
Number of brush fisheries...ssevereneerierie s neieeneenraeroeences 104
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE DIFFERENT FISHERIES.

WHALE FISHERY

I have already remarked that this fishery which was, for a great number of years, the
main object of the expeditions fitted out at Graspé Basin, secmed to have declined of late
years. In effect, our whalemen, although as hardy and persevering as ever, no longer meet
with the same success in their pursuit.

It appears beyond a doubt, and is the opinion of the crews of whalers themselves, that
whales no longer exist in such numbers as formerly in the places to which they used to re-
sort. Moreover, they have hbeen so unrclentingly pursued by the fishermen, that they are
in a constant state of alarm and watchfulness, and can hardly be approached by the boats.

For that matter it will be a subject of surprise to none who have studied the habitsof the
larger animals on sea or land, to be told that when man advances they retreat before him;
nay, that some species entirely disappear in certain countries and certain waters when they
are harrassed unremittingly. I remarked in my last year’s report tbat the true whale, the
most important of the genus balana, had quite disappeared from the Gulf and the River St.
Lawrence more than a dozen years ago.

The morse or sea-lion has long ceased to be met with (more than G0 years). At the
first settlement of the country it was found in immense numbers at the Magdalen Islands, at
Miscou, and at Natashquan.

The Cachalot which was formerly met with in the Atlantic Ocean, is now seen there no
longer. It must now be sought in the remotest and least frequented parts of the Pacific.
There are regions seldom visited by man, where these animals are still found in immense
numbers, and of those, some are not far from our own land. Of course I mean Hudson’s
Bay and Davis’ Straits, Baffin’s Bay, and the coast of Greenland. Those arms of the sea,
impenetrable to mankind except during the summer season, are still ichabited by numerous
schools of the true whale, the hump-back, and rorqual, and herds of sea-cows, and seal of all
varieties. To those parts therefore the whaling fleets of Great Britain and the United States
annually make their way, to the number of several hundreds. Of late years even steamers
have been taken up for this fishery, and the large profits they have made in very short voy-
ages, have shown that steam navigation may be applied to great advantage to the pursuit of

" this branch of industry. Scotland especially has sent forth from her ports many of these
enterprising whalesmen who apply steam to the purpose of their calling. I am ignorant
whether any of the kind have hitherto left the ports of the United States for the same des-
tination.

The English whalers have to cross the ocean when bound for these fishing grounds.
Those of the United States are obliged also to sail long distances in order to reach these re-
gions, and yet their seamen brave all the dangers of the frozen north, and yearly gather in
an ample harvest of oil and whalebone, and the spoils of the morse and the seal, which richly
reward them for their enterprise, and become the material of commerce and wealth to the
cities which send them forth.

I have observed that Canada ahd Newfoundland are the countries lying nearest to the
scenes of this undertaking in reality the distance from the eastern eztremity of the Pro-
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vinee to the entrance of Hudson’s Bay, is not greater than 660 nautical miles, and Davis’
Straits do not lie more than 300 miles further off, the entrance of which is but little distant
from the western coast of Greenland. Baffin’s Bay is, as we know, further to the north than
Davis’ Straits. Well, with their advantage of proximity. and many others, as good ports
and harbors in the Gulf—Gaspé Basin for instance, in which whaling expeditions may be
easily equipped, and suitable vessels built on easy terms, and manned without difficulty, we
are found wanting, although, failing to find occupation at home, agreat number of our youth
brought up on the banks of the St. Liawrence, yearly leave their homes for the United States
where they enter as seamen on board the numerous sailing and steam vessels of that country.

‘What has beca done in Canada to profit by these stores of wealth which lie, as it were,
at our very doors? I grieve to say it, nothing has been done. The time is nevertheless at
hand when, if we do not wish to abandon all prospect of success in thismost profitable branch
of industry, we must address ourselves in earnest to the business. One of two alternatives:
we may, after a few years passed without any great success in the whale fishery, gradually
subside into unproductiveness, and finally perforce give it up, tolengage in some other line for
which we may not have the necessary aptitude ; or, leaving the beaten track which we have
always followed, and being stimulated by the Government, and fostered by our capitalists and
enterprising merchants of the coast of Gaspé and the maritime cities, we may betake our-
selves to the seas of the frozen north, which seem by their proximity to woo us to success,
and boldly challenge fortune in the pursuit of the whale in his native waters.

Moreover, the whale fishery in the Gulf, even if the fish existed in undiminished num-
bers, eould not at most afford occupation to more than seven or eight schooners. We ought
not to rest satisfied with such a state of things ; a fresh impulsc must be given to it, and a new
field must be sought for in which it may be developed in its utmost dimensions.

The population increases rapidly on the coast of Gaspé, and it becomes a matter of ne-
cessity that we should at once take steps to furnish employment to the rising generation, if
we would not see them leave their homes and wander to foreign parts.

For this end nothing could be devised better than these enterprises of the whale fishery,
which, being well conducted, are a never failing source of profit. To induce our ship-owners

and out-fitters of shipping, and fishermen to undertake these voyages, the following measures.

should in my opinion be adopted.

A bounty should be granted to ships employed in them, which ships should be of
400 or 500 tons burthen at the least. Section 58 of Act 22 Vie., cap. 63, should be
amended, so as to give four dollars per ton measurement, provided the vessel be employed
solely and exclusively in the whale fishery, whatever the tonnage may be.

This bounty which I suggest as a temporary expedieat only, will probably have the
effect of drawing to the free port of Gaspé, which offers so many facilities for fitting out.
such expeditions, shippers both from Great Britain and from the United States, with a view to
cngage in that kind of fishing. In order to undertake the charge of the first ships engaged
in this pursuit among the icy fields of the Arctic Region, pilots trained to encounter such
perils as they present, and acquainted with the waters most frequented by the whale,
should be encouraged by the offer of a bounty to resort to us from the serviee of their na-
tive employers. )

The captains of our whaling schoouers are not navigators. We ought, therefore, to
provide them with the means of acquiring a knowledge of navigation on the high seas.
And until a suitable school can be established afloat, the Government should provide a
sea-going captain well skilled in his profession to give lessons in navigation, gratis, at the
Port of Graspé during the winter season, to seawen and master-fishermen who remain on
shore while the navigation is closed.

As T am well acquainted with the deficiencies of our nautical population in respect
of that knowledge, which it most imports them to possess, for I do not know 2 single na-
vigator among them, and the transport of the carzoes of codfish to foreign countries is in
vessels commanded by foreigners, I venture to affirm that such an expedient would pro-
duce the happiest effect; and it would not require the expenditure of more than $1,200
per annum.

Working models of whale-ships such as are in use .2among the Americans, ought also
to be procured, as ordinary vossels, I need pot say, are altogether unfit for whale-fishing i3

.
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the northern ocean, especially in case of wintering there. The vessels for this service are
built specially for it, with particular fittings. We should also take care to furnish our fish-
ermen with the very best models of tools and weapons in use for the whale fishery, which
can be procured in the United States.

Finally, a most necessary preparation for our seamen about to engage in this new
species of cecupation, would be exact information as to the places where the fishery is car-
ried on, the nature and length of the voyage thither, the time it takes, the quantity of
stores required, and the probable profits likely to result from the undertaking.

Such information might be readily procured in some of the sea-ports of the United
States where most of the largest vessels are fitted out for the whale fishery, both for the
northern seas and for the Pacific, at New Bedford, for instance, in the State of Massachu-
setts, or New London in that of Connecticut.

MACKEREL FISHING IN SCHOONERS,

This fishery is so well worthy of public attention and the fostering care of Govern-
ment, that I consider it deserving of separate and particular notice in this report.

It is well known that mackerel, when the spawning seasonis over, scatter themselves
in immense shoals over the waters of the Gulf, especially on its south side, and visit
almost simultaneously the shores of Gaspé, sometimes the north shore of the river, the
coast of New Brunswick, Prince Edward’s Island, the Magdalen Islands and Nova Scotia.
When cured, they bear the highest value in the American trade, next to salmon, and fur-
nish material, during the months of July, August, September, and even October, for one
of the most important fisheries carried on in the Gulf.

Unfortunately for us, this fishery is almost entirely in the hands of the fishermen of
the United States—the only exception being a few schooners belonging to Nova Scotia.
Those foreigners have, therefore, the monopoly and sole advantage arising from it. 'The
profits are immense. The most reliable reports give not less than from 1,200 to 1,500
schooners as the number of vessels belonging to the United States employed in the mac-
kerel fishery in the Guif, and the produce is estimated to exceed 300,000 barrels of fish
worth 2,000,000 of dollars.  From 200 to 300 of those schooners resort to our fishery
grounds either off the Magdalen Islands or on the Coast of Gaspé and I believe that the
annual take of mackerel by those vesselsis from 15,000 to 30,000 barrels. The Town of
Gloucester, in the State of Massachusetts, alone, sends out 500 or G600 schooners to this
fishery, and they are the finest vessels of the class which can be found anywhere. Thus
this small American town itself fits out for this single fishery more than three times the
pumber of vessels sent out by all Canada to the fisheries of allkinds. Up to the present
tinie we have done nothing to turn to account the great resources presented by the sum-
mer mackerel fishery ; we have not a single vessel fitted out for that purpose.

The Americans come among us every year and carry off, under our eyes, from waters
which belong to us, from 15,000 to 20,000 or 30,000 barrels of mackerel, and we are satis-
fied with admiring their fine schooners, their perseverance in their project, and their dex-
terity in taking the fish, without endeavoring to follow the example they give us. Weare
perfectly indifferent as regards this branch of the fisheries. Asin the cod fishery, and
the whale fishery in the north seas, we require a strong incentive. We are to be set in
motion only by the prospect of high bounties. To such an inducement we must have re-
course, if we desire that our Canadian fishermen should undertake such a venture. Four
dollars per ton are already awarded to Canadian ships engaged in the Gulf fisheries. If,
for a certain period, we were to double that bounty, I believe we should attain the desired
end, that is to say, we should create a fleet of fine schooners, fitted out for the mackerel
fishery. .
lE'Ioreover, as we should require for this fishery light clipper built vessels, made after
a particular plan, we should need to purchase from the United States, the best models of
mackerel fishing schooners, after which our own builders, would be able to construct ves-
sels suitable for the purpose.

Let me be understood. When I suggest to the Government that they should pro-
cure from the United States, models to aid in the construction of vessels for the whale
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fishery, and for that of the cod on the Banks, and for the mackerel fishery, in schooners,
I do not by any means call in question the gkill and the talents of our builders. Far from
it; the progress which they have made in their art, especially the Quebec builders, within
the last dozen years, has placed them in the foremost rank among European and Ameri-
can builders; but they have devoted themselves entirely to the building of large ships.
It is seldom that they have had to build smaller vessels, particularly fishing schooners. In
the United States, on the contrary, from two to three hundred new schoouers are turned
out every year from the different ports, which are exelusively destined for the fisheries,
without mentioning yachts, and I do not hesitate to affirm that the building of such ves-
sels for speed, has advanced there more rapidly and to bigher perfection than in any other
country.

€Vye should, therefore, imitate the Americans in the building of our fishing vessels,
as the artigans of some ports in Nova Scotia have already done, those, namely, of Lunen-
burg, La Have, and even Halifax, where fishing schooners are now built which mayalmost
compete in speed and other qualities, with American schooners. We Canadians ought to
do likewise, and that without losing 2 moment.

COD-FISHERY, IN SCHOONERS, ON THE BANKS.

This fishery for cod on the Banks, in schooners, has not hitherto been carried on to
any great extent in Canada, for except a few small schooners belonging to the Magdalen
Islands, which resort to the banks lying near, we find on the famous Miscou Bank, the
Orphang’ Bank, and on the banks around the Islands, on any of the banks of the Gulf, in
short, none but those from the United States, Nova Seotia and a few French. The Ameri-
can schooners, and even those from Nova Scotia, are greatly superior to ours, in every
respect. They are larger, stronger, built on models nearly approaching to perfection, and
fitted with everything necessary to enable them to keep the sea in any weather, especially
the best of cables and anchors.

The main cause of this difference between our ships and those of the Americans is
that in those American ports which send out fishing vessels, capital is abundant, and there
are powerful companies engaged in the business almost exclusively. They find that it
gives a rich return, and do in fact derive great wealth from it. In Canada, on the con-
trary, except the capital employed in the cod-fishing in boats along the shore, which is our
most important enterprise of that kind, and which belongs almost entirely to commercial
houses in Jersey, we have not a single house of any note, and no important association
engaged in the fisheries, and that great undertaking is left in all its branches to fishermen
and a few owners of schooners, who generally are destitute of the capital netessary to
carry on their pursuit to the best advantage, and to derive all the benefit from it which it
is capable of yielding,

Our population of the maritime distriets have always been deficient in the wherewith
—the means—to carry out and turn to account the valuable resources offered by our Gulf
fisheries. In saying this, I must be understood to distinguish between the cod-fishery
which is carried on in boats along shore, and that of schooners on the banks in the Gulf,

The former is on a large scale, and is generally successful, the produce being of the best
kind, and mostly destized for the Spanish and Italian markets. It is growing every year,
as will appear in the yearly appendices to my reports. The fishery on the Banks, on the
contrary, has been and still is much neglected by our ship owners, and that it is which I
recommend to their attention. It is that kind of a fishery which is carried on by the
French and Americans on the Great Bank of Newfoundland, on Green Bank, on the Bank
of 8t. Peter, on the Banquereau, and on some others lying near the coast of Nova Scotia
the United States, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence. It affords large returns to the seamen,
of these two nations, and requires them to fit out those large fleets of fishing vessels called
Bauksmen, on which sailors are trained to their hardy occupation by thousands. It is
well known that the best school for seamen in the world is the cod fishery on the Banks.

. But what are the meaus, it may be asked, which we are to use in order to promote
this fishery on the Banks? [ answer that the best would be the offer of an additional
bpunty to a}ll ships engaged in the fishery during the entire season ; but it should be espe-
cially provided that the schooners competing for this bounty should really be fishing vessels
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—bankers,—of substantial build, and found with all the necessary gear, as good cables,
chains and anchors. For the purpose of building such vessels, we must have recourse to
the United States to procure models of their best fishing schooners, which our own builders
will readily copy. By this means, we should at once acquire vessels perfectly adapted to
this kind of fishing, and I have no doubt that it might be increased very considerably
within the Gulf, by the addition of a supplementary bounty, as before observed. This
measure, which I recommend to be adopted in favor of vessels engaged in the Bank fishery
exclusively, and on certain conditions, I would have to be only temporary; being convineced
that if once established, it would suffice for its own proper maintenance, without any fos-
tering care of the State.

Before concluding, I would presume to suggest to the Government a means by
which the best models of American fishing vessels may be obtained: a person well
versed in all matters pertaining to the fisheries should be sent to those American
ports which send forth the largest fleets to the fisheries, as New Bedford for whale
fishing, Gloucester for mackerel fishing, and Newburyport and Portsmouth for cod-fishing
on the Banks. Such a person would procure in these places models of the best fishing
vessels built there, bring them to Canada and place them in the hands of our builders, both
in town and country. These builders might multiply fac-similes of them, and distribute
them in all places where building is carried on.

This service would not entail greater expense than a few hundred dollars, but it would
at once produce a great improvement in the construction of our fishing vessels. I have
already observed that in the building ot large ships we have made great progress within
a few years, (especially at Quebec,) so that we now compete with Eogland itself and the
United States in this branch of industry: but the building of fishing vessels, which is
executed almost entirely in the country, remains nearly what it has always been, and in
this respect we are greatly behind the Americans, and even the Nova Scotians and other
builders of the Lower Provinces.

It is in the mould of our fishing vessels especially, that we are inferior to our neigh-
bors, If therefore, we adopt their models and follow them, we shall in a few years be
their equals in this respect. Persons who have seen our vessels and compared them with
those of the United States, must be well aware that the prosecution of this plan will be an
immense step in the development of our sea-fisheries.

P. FORTIN.



bE

SraTEMENT shewing the number of Schooners from the Magdalen Islands, and the
North Shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, engaged in Beal hunting on the ice
in 1865, with the name of the schooner and of the captain, the tonnage, the
number of sailors, and the number of Seals killed.

Schooners from Amherst Harbor.

J 3
g & el
s w ]
Name of Schooner. Name of Captain. . = , s w Remarks.
. S 2 b
% w w S
)]s s g
8 3 G =
& | = = >
S ets.
..|8. Cormier..... 307 10 130 845 00 |These schooners left
J. Vigneault , 27 10 230 1495 00 the Magdalen Is-
L. Boudreau. 34 10 90 585 00 lands to engage in
“Sarah ” ., ..|H. Boudreau 23 10 111 721 50 Seal hunting on
¢ Loup-marin ., ..|Eug. Bourgeois.. . 37 10 320 2080 00 the ice, on the 21st
“ Louiza Montgomery’’...|O. Bourque.. 35 10 70 455 00 March.
¢ Espérance” ..............|D. Chiasson., 51 10 60 390 00
Total,..cveessirrnanne 237 70 1011 6571 50
Schooners from House Harbor.
“ Two Brothers” .. .|R. Delaney.. 42 10 663 | 4309 50 |These schooners left
“Tempérance’ D. Terriau 36 10 663 4309 50 at the same time
“ Anny ... . 41 10 310 | 2015 00 as those from Am-
“ Archangel ” . 40 10 310 | 2015 00 | herst Harbor.
«Jenny Lynd.. 39 10 240 | 1560 00
“Emélite”... 1A. Beurque .. 27 10 30 195 00
“ Onésime .. .IM. Richard . 42 10 280 1820 00
¢« Zélie ...... .|H. Richard , 36 10 130 | " 845 00
« Mary Ann” A, Ar 38 10 200 1300 00
“ Greeneck .., «ve.|T. Terriau ..... 39 10 120 780 00
¢ Dolphin” .. .. .[O, Richard 52 10 50 325 00
“ Flirg” .|L. Bourque . 46 10 94 611 00
 Marie” N. Arseneau 40 10 72 468 00
¢ Lélie 7., «...|V. Cormier 33 10 223 1 1449 50
Totalivvieveresnren| 549 140 3,385 | 22002 50
i
Schooners from Esquimaux Point.
“AilSs".eonncsvsnass veree. |F. Cumming 40 10 250 | 1625 00 These schooners left
“ Amélia ” «|X. Cormier .. 47 10 250 1626 00 Esquimaux Point
“ Ihern.lle' . 36 10 240 1560 00 on the 26thMarch.
¢ Vgueh? ”, . 33 10 240 1560 00
“ Viotoria” .., . 52 10 200 | 1300 00 | L’Espérance” was
‘: Espérange";; 21 10 t....... wrenelniinevvinnnns lost on Le Fleurs
“‘ Alphonsine . 23 10 745 | 4842 50 | Reef, on the Coast
Wide A}m}ke 42 10 180 | 1170 00 of Newfoundland ;
“ Eugbuie ”.. ssessenns |G Vigneault .. 51 10 292 1 1898 00 | but the crew was
¢ Attempt” .. «| F. Le Marquand., 20 10 36 234 00 | saved.
¢ 8yrdpe 7 ... .|J. Corriveau .. . 46 10 104 676 00
¢ Censtantine ”.,, +.|Julien Boudreau. 54 10 400 | 2600 00
Total.vessesrenre| 485 | 120 2937 | 19090 50
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STATEMENT shewing the number of Schooners from the Magdalen Islands and the
North Shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, &e.— Continued.

Schooners from Natashquan.

3 l
2
\ 4 1 =
3 = t -
Name of Schooner. Name of Captain. i = ] w Remarks.
153 ” “ S
25| = g l
d s s =
=] < =3 G
1 = % Z B> i
$ cts,
“ Tiber "'...... Pa.ul Vlgneault. 22 10 140 910 00 |These Schoonergleft
¢ Notre-Dawe ” oo | Lo Talbot.......... . 27 10 500 | 3250 00 | Natashquan o the
28th March.
‘ Totaleevrusenrerens 49 20 640 4160 00
Schooners from Kégasca.
.
¢ Marie-Julie ”... ..{8. Bourque ..... 26 10 150 975 00 |These Schooners left
¢ Hirondelle . .{Jules Poirrier.. 27 10 300 | 1950 00 | Kégasca on the
 Victoria ” .... iS Foreman .. 65 10 50 325 00 ' 25th March.
l Total.. 18| 30| 500 | 3250 00 |

RECAPITULATION.

Total number of Total number of l Total number of Total number of Total value
Schooners. Tons. Sailors. Seals killed. of Seals.
| l
$ ots.
38 1418 380 8473 55074 50
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SEeALs taken during the autumn

of 1864, and during the season of 1865.

R H
1% e {8 g
g 2 = ] o1
Names of Fishermen, Stations. 2 2 & % EE
3 - . o x
had < 0> w =
+ | 53 | B8 | 88 | =5
z B B a8~ ICR:]
= < w w ]
LeBoutillier & Bros.. Blanes Sablons,. 250 50
Narcisse Dumas... . 0 188 3
Charles Dicker.. .{Long Point .... 100
. do 140
. do . v 140
.|Ange deg Dunes 180
.|Bradore Bay ..... 600 9
. do 100 2
Belles Amours. 100 9
Five Leagues.. 140 6
Andrew Duke... . do . 100 1
Petor Hatwood.. IMiddle Bay ..cceceens 20 [}
Harry Sanson . Little Fishery . 70 9
James Buckle, Bonne Espérance .. 300 10
Léger Lévesque . Burnt Island .......v.er. 400 2
Danjel Robin. .,0ld Fort Island . 150 3
Thomas Rule . 'Dog Tsland ... 200 12
Thomas Morris ...... .|Canso Harbor. 80 5
Captain Fall .. .[Ange du Portage.. 400 160

Andrew Kennedy
Jean Legouvé .....
Jacques McKinnon..
André Roi.
T. Ménard... R
Joseph Gallichon

‘Wm. Buckle ....
Samuel Robertson
Xavier Gallibois
Frangois Lévesq
William Rose....
Charles Bilodeau... ...
Michel Kenty.
Joseph Giguére..
Widow Maujer..
Daniel Maujer .
Louis Coulombe.
F. X. Hilodezu.
J. B. Fortier..
André Gallibois.
Michel Blais ..

S. Kennedy........ .
Olivier Rochette
Joseph Tanguay ..

Off the Magdalen Islands,
on the i08 vuevens srvveisenn
Shot with guns by Indians,
from Bersimis to Blancs
Bablons.iesciceseossmmereans

Do do by the whites

.| 8t. Augustin ....

.|Gall Island ..... ...

Whale Head (Pacac!
Kilkapo& .coceesnnsen
Forteau Foundry

do
Whale Head of Meceatina. .
do .

do
Little ?idacca.tinn..

0 .
Nétagamu River
Wataghaistic,
Dumourier Po
Etamamu River .
Manisuachi ..
Coacoachoo .
Olomanosheebo
Agwanus River ..
Nabissippi River
Watsheegheo ..

cosvermle vesesss bennsernanies

eeereritnsererense rrene,

00)..

LEPTTTTTIT VN PYYRSARN

1500

1500
500

9273

1260

451

3500
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RECAPITULATION.

Description
How and where the Seals were taken. Number. B
of Seals.
$ ots.

Number of Seals taken in nets, on the coast of Labrador,

during the autumn of 1864...... evrasresesueretennan neney onaeas 1260 Ful® grown ....... 8190 00
Nuwmber of Seals taken in nets, on the coast of Ln.buulor,

during the spring of 1865......ccieeeiriiiiiiinieerissssneninee. 451 do  everieen 2925 50
Number of Seals taken in nets, on the coast of Lubmxlor,

during the summer of 1865 ... teeveeevircsvoreresrsancess sorian 282 |Harbor

Seals ....... 1128 00

Number of Seals shot by Iudians, from Bersimis to Blancs

Sablons ... 1500 do 6000 00
Number of Seal y 'y .

Sablons. e aiticiiiieniiesenie s o, wrevee 500 do u-. 2000 00
Number of Seals killed on the xce, in the vmmty "of the

Magdalen Islands, this spring. 1500 {Young..ueueseeriannne 6000 00
Number of Seals killed this sprmg, on “the Gulf lce, by

hunters from the Magdalen Islands and Labrador

coast, in Schoomers...cccoviees crvvenneees 8473 !Full grown ........ 55074 50

!

Total number of Seals killed.............. Verreen Losnanian [P [P v aneenes resesasesannine 13,966
Total value of Seals...... eeessrnsantsetesias eEstaen eeranane ees @ aeERTRaSd Toesaened cxeanhereany SneseNe s nenens snsasrare $81,318
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COUNTY OF
— r
Sl &l a Ced. 5
gials A —~ e ®
s1E B2 g5 g[8 mmew |2 | £
NAME OF PLACE. sl€|3|s1%818)8¢ “la] =
P41 w | o ] ES o - = 0
= w0 | = o =
wlaw |w o |ales|[alsa S " -]
°el1efl°|1°|%8 o Z | & |Sum’r Autm.| B ¢ & =
s . 5 3 < > . tls. | & ] = 1
Sla|a|glglgls il g g
River Ristigouche ......... [ERUTTOPIN 200 9] 10f 33|.ceeerfeen. .
Nouvelle (sbove) and Maguacha..|......[| 18] 71 9/ 20 . .
Qarleton, . 4] 50| 30| 25| 250 .
Maria.. 91 60| 40| 30 380 .
New Ri 5] 10 8 5 1] [ROTS PRV RPN 40 10 - 2365
Little and Grea .| 64] 128] 84! 64] 64 25| 3000 840 15, 1720
New Carlisle and Paspébiac .. 44} 88| 200, 44| 4 20| 1000 740; 36; 15 760
Nouvelle (below).. 261 52} 32 26| 527 5f 6. 593 390 257 10 40
Shidouac 51 10 7 5| 10 ST 64 50]...... 5| 30
Port Daniel. ..ocovncccsnsnssennnesss| 36| 72| 45| 36] 72 2 6 2 738 440] 100, 25| 50
Anse aux GasconS..eeiemesssrece : 39| 78! 48% 39/ 90 [ 1I ...... 721 650! 50 30] 15
Totaluuuerrenss everrerereres _232| 586] 510] 2931022} 791 3s| 53| 6171| 3120 254 1uol 19925
COUNTY OF
i -
1NF |
\ g 3 g 2 4 g 2 Fishery.
NAME OF PLACE. 3 = 5 - 2 g b
s la g | a w | 2 £ —
‘s (™) P9 P a a | 8
! ° ° ° ‘" = '3 |Summer.|Autumn,
< i S = & 3 2"‘ qtls. qtls.
Little Capucin 1 345 115
Great Capucin ... 600 260
Little Méchin Bay. 300 100
Great Méchin River . 195 165
Méohins Islands.. 150 65
Anse 3 la Chaudronne.. 30 10
Wapper Creek ............ 150 50
Grande Anse des Crapauds 240 30
Samuel Creek.......... 115 20
Les Grosses Roches.. 135 45
Jacques Hugues Crelk. 360 60
Cape Balanoe..... o 90 30
Anee 2 la Croix 8 840 280
Point au Massacr 2 255 85
Long Point.ecee. 2 300 100
Little Matane River .. 9 660 220
8 375 50
4 4 2
1 20 5
1 20 5
2 50 10
3 180 40
Great Métis 9 4 1
Ste. Flavie 9
Ste. Luce .... 27
Ri ki 12
Total.rer surriveesurssesvennnns| 3951 790 | 487 | 196 | 895 3 99




59

BONAVENTURE.

% -
o o @ o
- s Eo]
s |51 B85
8 o o og | a8
SlE|s|=3)|&e
-~ & B w 8 o g’
22|83 %° | 9w
=4
3o |2 ] E]
2| sl Bgi 2y
o~ = o ego e
dl5 | 2|85 ] e8
2 @ |3 |57 |47
R |Hla A ]

gs, in

Smoked herrin

boxes.
Tongues and sounds

of cod, barrels.
Cod liver oil, gald

o
e
3
e
£
=4
o2
<| g
gl 8
Sl =
=3
w

o .
-
| 82
S| 8«
5] 8
3 23
=188
REE
gl E=
=RES]

Termination of ihe
Cod fishery.

Salmon nets,
fathoms.

REMARKS.

Appearance of fish in the
county of Bonaventure:
..|Herring, 13th May.
Cod, 28th May.

Squid, 28th July.
River Ristigouche.
Nouvelle (ab’ve) Maguacha.
Carleton.
Maria.
New Richmond.
Little and Gr’t.Bonaventure
Port Daniel.

153 18‘2400 2300| 2380| 850 49|8675 299 6l 12716
RIMOUSKI.
T = 35 5
S . a
O - I A R “ - NN
AR AR AR RFRE RSN
= E = 2 B
2 ] =2y 5| E| 8= 32 2 REMARKS.
8 ] P > 2 8o a
2l e 2 133] 8 s 89 | €= | E3
& B = oS g 2 g2 ge Ha
@ 5 I o o= = e 5% 50 3%
= w o |lo @ 3 [ 13 54
!
| 9 .|15 June Cod.
10 . “

[y (] :
BRWHNON RO S! NN HN: oo

.|bait,

20 €
20 &
“ “ 470
1998 7 390 | 165 530

The Cod fishery has been very bad
this year in the County of Rimouski,
..|as may be seen by the Appendix. The
summer fishery was not good, and the
autumn fishery was even worse.

Herring.

This fish was far from plentiful, and
..|there was not enough to be used as

¢o that our fishermen were

obliged to cross to the North shore to
.|get clams.

Sardines.

Very few barrels of this fish werc
.|taken this summer between Rimouski
..|and Great Matane.
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COUNTY OF
== 7 "
g | g - Cod. d I o
g8 8 ; £ — ElE 3
si5i2| 2 Lg|S g5 Fishey. |B1E &
NAME OF PLACE. 21215 2 giPf 18] ¢ ~|l3:2
sléa|= L 3 18] 5 2| ! @
o | ot b 2l s ) ° - | a
1% |% s | €188 o | &g
N . . . g g | & | & |Sum’r.]Aut'm.] T [ A 5
S °© S 5] a @
elgizl s |glsl8le 2 la =
Tlots and New-Port 73| 146| 80 2625 2000
Great and Little Pabos.. 58| 116} 65 2200) 1834
Great River and Little River, West| 113| 226] 160 4095, 4695
Anse du Cap and Little River East] 103[ 206| 140! 4000] 4535
Anse au Beau-Filz 38 vel 40 1800. 1800
Percé. 155] 310} 250 9945| 4340
Tle Ronaventure 79| 158) 115 4455, 2935
Carne do Rocho and Coin du Bane| 23| 46 35 16101 920
Barachois... 151 30] 20 750 300
Belle Anse.. 101 200 12 600 425
Malbaje...... 411 82| 60 20507 1640
Point St. Peter 98] 196| 100 3910] 1200
Chien Blanc and Red Head. 26| 52| 35 1410, 480
Bois Brillé, Anse Brillante & Sea]
Cove.. 20| 40| 25 201 45 2 900} 200
Douglas 28] 56, 35 280 84 4 840 560
South Shore of Gaspé L3 N 18! 36| 25 18} 54| 18 540! 360
North Shore of Gaspé Bay, (com-
prising Cap aux Os, South
Hook and Little Gaspé.) . 201 40| 25 20] 60 20 600t  300| 60| 15 10
Grande Grave...... eenrmenerirrie sy 51 53 1
Middle Cove and St. George s Cove| 43
Tandian Cove and Ship Head........| 41
Cap Des Rogiers 40
Anse-3-la-Touise 20
Jersey Cove...... 8
Anse-aux-Griffons. 52
Aunse 2 Fougéres 10
Great Fox River 95
Little Fox River.. 22
Petit Cap,Echourie & Yellow Point! 19
Anse & Valleau, 14
Grand Etang.. 22
18
Petite Anse.. 27
Patite Vallée 7
Ance & Meorcier and Grande Vallée) 52
Cap 3 I’Ours. .. e 10
Great Magdnlen River . 4
Little Magdalen River 3
Mapehe d’Epée.. h
Gros Male...... 3
Ange Pleureuse. 4
Ruisseau des Oli 3
Montlouis. 40
Rividre 4 la Pier: o 12
Rividre Glande. - 13!
Ruissean Arbour - 2
Rividre Marsoin... . 3
Ste. Anne 3 la Marte.. . 7
Ste. Anne des Monts W 120
Cap de Chat... .., o 40
{ Amherst Is]and aud. - 73
v | Boats in Schooners
2 ing to that island.. - 18
2 | Grindstone Island ., . b0 900) 100!......! 302
- Allright Island and . 13
£ | Boats in Schooners belong- g 260 60!......! 300
& ing to that Island, I 18
& | Entry Island .... 7 10 2l... 10
5 Coffin Island , 6 [ 120 501 25]. 6
lGrosse Island. 12( 24| 15 12 1| 240 12¢; &0 80
Bryon Island, 21 4} 3t 1 l 10[ vuuveers]oneans 2
TotAlueissuees veersnorsnronenas [1923 3846‘2491! 18423918| 542) 233 26| 82010| 4044718132} 2725873
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REMARKS.

of cod, barrels.
Commencement o
the cod fishery.
Terwmination of the
cod fishery.
Salmon nets,
fathoms.

lons.
Whale oil, gallons.

| Halibut, barrels,
Tonguesand sounds
Cod liver ojl, gal-
Salmon, barrels,

l Trout, barrels,

o [ Mackerel, barrels.
=
&
=
[
w
p=1
N
3
&

P owmig
'y
o
=1

Iow
=g
wowmt

Cod.
.| Cod appeared- on the coast be-
..itween Newport and Gaspé Bay
about the 25th April, and from
Gaspé Bay to Cap Chatte about the
10th May.

Herring.

“ « l..ee.| This fish arrived on the coast,
..|between Newport and Qespé Bay,
at the same time as the cod, and
“« L from the latter place to Cap Chatte
“ ¢ 325|about the 20th of the same month.

14230| 1093 10 “ “ 4720 Caplin.

Appeared on the coast between
“ “ Newport and Gaspé Bay, about the
..|1st June, and between Gaspé and
..]{Cap Chatte about the 15th June.

Squid.
..] Squid appeared between New-
port and Gaspé Bay about the 28th
. ..|July, and from Gaspé to Cap
“« “ . Chatte, between the Ist and 15th
..|August.

[
CANDS DU D R0

Mackerel.
Mackerel was taken on the coast,
..|botween Newport and Gaspé, about
tae 20th July, and between Gaspé
and Cap Chatte about tha 25th of
‘the same month.

Appearance of the different specios
of fish at the Magdalen Islands.

Herring, 27th April.

Cod, 9th May.

Spring Mackerel.—This fish ap-
..|peared at Amherst on the 30th
May.

“ “ 6846) Summer Mackerel, 11th July.
“ “ 100 Brush
fish-

“ “ a0 eries.
“ “ Ste. Anne-des-Monts........ 1
“ ¢ Cap-de-Chatte.., cooeee voenne 1
« “«
({4 3

I 2

|
1942’ 321 12' 2691105921' 142200 208} 18l
9
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COUNTY OF

T ol p c
g a |2 . -1 od.
l g1g|3 % g3 —
215l =]2,8|8i8(5) . ’E‘ Fishery.
NAME OF PLACE. , g|/gloisltata;a|gi=lali
SE)EE | |28l G |ElE (2, -
S| |58 'E % :i 'E —5 E °.5 lsum’r.| Autm
5 S s|lo|le|e& o C] S ® tls. tls.
slelalgldlglslglaldig” W@
— i —
Anse aux Blancs Sablons.. 15| 30| 22 ! 2| 900
Woody Island... 30| 60f 45
Green Island.... 8| 16| 10
Little Harbor and Long Point .. ..; 16 32 20
Anse des Dunes and Bradore Bay. 5 10 7
Belles Amours and Middle Bay ... 3 6 3
Five Leagues and Salmon Bay.....| 18| 36] 28
Bonne Espérance gnd St. Paul
RiVer...oiversseiirseirnees covenses o 51 10 31 5 2l 1] 2l 415
Burnt Ishnd, Péche 3 leone, Dog
Island and Old Fort Island...... 9 181 6] 9liifen| I Naideo]eenmeed  T00) s
From Old Fort Island to Shicn-
taca . 55 10 3
Fram Shwntacm to Sc Auauatm 4 8 2
St. Augustia .. o 4, 8 3
Whale Head o
Kilkapo@..... cocoiicersns sennnievenans 4 8 5
Fondrie de Forteau and Lac Su.le 2 4 2
La Tabatiére and Mutton Bay ..... 8 16! 6
Great Meccatina River and Great) {
Meceatina Island...e.eeessrencenens 3 6 2
Whate Head of Meceatina and
Boat Harbor..iveus cenveirnccraneens 100 20§ 15
Gull Island and Little Mecca-
ting 4 8 3
River N |
mourier, Rlver Etamamu, Ma-
nisuachi and Coacoschoo ....... 50 10 ¥
River Olomanosheébo and River
Washee-cootai.. 2} 4 2
Musquarro and Kégas‘xca 91 18] 12
River and Harbor of Natashquan 34, 68] 60

River Agwanus, Nabisippi, Le
Cormorandidre, Little and Great
Watsheeshoo, Piashter Bay and
Riviére 2 la Corneille.

Esquimaunx Point... .

River Romaine and River Mingan..

Long Point of Mmga.n "

St. John River..

Magpio River ..

Magpie Bay and Rambler < Cove

River Jupitagan and Rldge Point.

Indian Harbou

Thunder River

Duck Creek.....

Anse & 1o, Moniac and
Drake.. v

8hell- Dmke IIend

Shell-Drake Bank

LeGros Bay.....,.

Gibraltar Bay

Shatlop River

Bouleau River.

ittlo sheli:

Momo River (w:thout)..
Moisie River (within)...
Seven Islands & St. Mnrguente R
Orooked Islnnds and Pentecost
River... cvvceeivonennee
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SAGUENAY.

a W D T £
A e R s &
218 [4)18s|2 | 4 -2
& 14 gl2g )2 = 4 a2 ]e..
] 5 gl=3)o ] = gm Tl
5 la | 21382, 3 E |85 |88 ]%4 REMARKS.
B g | o ag | 2 - 3 g5 |a= | 24
a D 5 = e o - e ) oo =hal -3
] 2| a| |78 ] s lge |23t 85
B co |3 | Ju S E] = 21831 8%
s g2 |38 )82 3 e | 8€ 1 53 | £&
m o orw Hle 53 w = 1 M w
Cod.

Cod mado its appearance in Bra-
dore Bay on the 15th June, and
about the same time on all that part
of the coast between Bradore Bay
and Mingan,

It appeared in the greatest abun-
dance principally at Salmon Bay
and at Boone Espérance, at Old
Fort Island and at St. Augustin.

It did not appear between Mingan
and St. Nicholas Harbor until the
24th June,

Caplin.

This fish appeared on the coast of

11771 [N O voererses 160 13 vereennn “ “ 275 Labrador and on the North shore of
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, from Bra-
T8 SRR P cvaanne 24 9 13 “ “ 275 dore Bay to Mingan about the 13th
: . June, and from the latter place to
364, 53 1 «“ “ 330|8t. Nicholas Harbor about the 7th
90 FHoveea e “ “ 100)June.
Herring.
18 13 2 “ «“ 435
Herring made its appearance
9 18 1 “ “ 350! between Bradore Bay and Mingan
a7y 12 3t ¢ |1stSep| 100|on the 1st June, and from Mingan
912} 86 O I B 1970 to St. Nicholas Harbor about the
’3:(1 June.
Sand Eel.

98
«oe) This fish came to the coast at the

240 same time as the herring.
426

1715 Mackerel.
130

250] The fishermen at Little Meccatina

70|take mackerel with the seine mearly

..... ....|every year; but that fishery failed

70 this year on the coast of Labrador;
50|none was taken.

0 O N S O =T W
B N

RERRURREES 44 1 450 2 8 «
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COUNTY OF
% Cod
5154 : i |3 ° b
b g § sl=zls18]2 4 e Fishery.
NAME OF PLACE. s|lal8)2|8|18|8128|=)g|E
21|88l |w|B|8)w|TlE|u. -
Ble |8 'E % E 2 -;;, 2 °-§ Sum’r.| Aut’'m
K 5 s |sig|8|sig |3 s° tls. | Qtls.
slalsle| 215181833 ° oo
English Bay. 2 1 b & DR PO P P I P 9 PO PORRRTIN 15 5

Caribou lslets, Tnmty nnd Pomt

Monts de Godbout.
Godbout River.
St. Nicolas..
Bersimis River

Tsland of Anticesti :—

West Point of the Island .. 24) 15| 12| 24l.....|. SUNY POV PPV TS 860 360
Caplin Bay .... .. 50 4
Bear River Bay. 16
Salmon River. 4
Belle Bay... 40
Shallop River. 1 2
Dauphiné River 1 2
Jupiter River 1 2
Belle River..... 1 2 i
Total cecovsiicarnerererniannannn| 767/1614} 900 726+ 216| 31| 145 42 9 20 3| 27978; 6312
GENERAL

Quantity of Fishing Boats, Flat Boats, Fishermen, Shoremen, and Fish taken ;
0il, in the County of Bonaventure, the County of Gaspé, a part of the County
the North shore of the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the Island of

I ) Cod. [
: o
| . 2 ;'3 Fishery.
g s 1 31g| 2% S ;
E g 5 . K] o k] K] 8 o o g Sum’r.|Aut’'m.
S| EjsiZ|lalzzle el (88| ¢& !
&0 1 g Q a 2 o 2 & ‘3 g
4 s i - B 2 = = I =
Sl 2|52 B E 5158 2|8t
] ] a & A g 3 A El ] S| 3 5 “ o
3 k] s s s k] s s T Il % k] é g
3 s s . 8 ! L L i ! > > a A
slslsletelels|d (8521583
3317 6736 4388) 3057 5548 652 419 121‘ 9 20 41032l 121577{ 51767

Haddock.

Quintala.

o
o3
©®
>
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SAGUENAY.—(Continued.)

of eod, barrels.

boxes.

Cod liver oil, gal-
loms.

Smoked Herrings in
Tongues and soands

Herring, barrels.
Halibut, barrels.
Salmon, barrels.

Trout, barrels.

Commencement of]|
the cod fishery.

Termination of the
cod fishery.

Salmon nets,
fathoms.

2574’ 300‘ 205 353 23154] 12983

-

5

870
150

150

!
|

] t REMARKS.
1
l

Cod.

..} This fish appeared about the Ist
June at the Island of Anticosti, but
..lag the fishermen were not yet ready,
the fishery did not commence regu-
larly till the 15th June.
0

RECAPITULATION.

number of Seines, Nets and Brush Fisheries; quantity of Cod-liver and Whale
of Rimouski, and in the County of Saguenay, (including the Coast of Labrador,

Anticosti,) added together.
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EXTRACT

From the Log-Book of the Government Schooner ¢ La Canadienne,”
for the season of 1865.

Date. - H. M.
May 7|Left Quebec........... .24 30 p.m.
“ 8(Anchored at Pointe- aux-Pms 030 am.
#  8)Left Pointe-aux-Pins........ 5 30 a'm.
“ 8[Anchored opposite St. Jean
Port Joli ..... [P 11 30 am.
¢ glLeft St. Jean Port Joli 215 p.m.
“ 8{Anchored at Malbaie. 910 p.m.
¢ 9|Left Malbaie . 0 29 a.m.
¢ 9|Anchored at Isle aux-Llevres 1 40 a.m.
¢ 9|Left Isle-aux-Liévres.
¢ 9|Cast anchor at Bic.. .
4 101Left Bic avveresecunnnennann 6 .m,
¢ 10| Anchored at Isle St Bernabé. 2 00 p.m-
¢ 11|Left Isle 8t. Bernabé........ 9 30 am.
¢ 12| Anchored at Point de Monts. 6 00 a.m.
“ 12{Left Point de Monts .. ...... 4 5 p.m.
“ 12|Anchored at Trinity Bay. 6 00 pm,
¢ l"ﬁLeft Trinity Bay............ 0 25 p.m.
« 14 Anchored at Seven [slands .. 9 00 a.m.
f 14 Left Seven Islands...... ..
‘¢ 15/ Anchored at Gaspé Basin.... .m.
¢ 16|Left Gaspé Basin....... eess 115 am,
‘ 16| Anchored at Douglastown ... 9 40 a.m.
¢ 16;Left Douglastown. ...:......11 45 a.m.
‘ 16/Anchored at Point St. Peter. 1 10 a.m.
‘ 16|Left Point St. Peter......... 2 45 p.m.
‘¢ 16| Anchored at Percé. . 5 15 p.m.
¢ 16|Left Percé ...... 8 30 p.m,
¢ 17/ Anchored at the Moulm, (Mag-
dalen Islands).. 5 30 p.m.
# 18|Left the Moulin. ............ 6 15 a.m.
“ 18|Anchored at Amherst Harbox‘ 9 20 am,
¢ 20|Left Amherst Harbor........ 0 15 p.m.
‘¢ 20{Anchored at House Hnrbor. .. 115 pm,
‘ 21iLeft House Harbor.......... 4 45 p.m,
“ 21jAnchored at the Basin (Am-
herst Islands)............ 8 45 p.m.
¢ 21|Left the Basinie.viey .uvu+..10 45 p.m,
¢ 22)Anchored at Paspéblac eveee 4 30 pm,
¢ 23|Left Pasbébiac ........ .11 30 am.
‘¢ 23|Anchored at Cnrleton. 5 35 p.m.
¢ 24|Left Carleton ..... . 6 30 a.m.
‘ 24| Anchored at Nouvelle (above) 8 00 a.m-
¢ 24|Left Nouveile . teveeses 015 pome
¢ 24|Anchored at Carleton .. 110 pm.
¢ 26|Left Carleton ........ v 420 pm.
¢ 25|Anchored at Dalhousie . 635 pm.
it 27 Left Dalhousie. . «vv 138 pm.
¢ 27| Anchored at New Rlchmond. 8 10 p.m.
‘¢ 29 Left New Richmond......... 9 30 a.m.
¢ 29)Anchored at Carleton 0 30 p.m.
% 31|Left Carleton ........ 4 30 a.m.
“ 31lAnchored at Port Damel 0 10 p.m.
¢ 31{Left Port Daniel..,.,. ...... 3 30 p.m.
‘¢ 81{Anchored at Little Pabos.... 7 30 p.m,
‘ 31|Left Little Pabos........... 9 00 p.m.
 31)Anchored at Percé. . .m,
June 3|Left Percé.................. a.
“  3|Anchored at Malbaje (Gs,spé). 6 15 am,

Date.
June 3|Left Malbaie ........... .
¢ 3|Anchored at Gaspé Basin.... 3
¢ 4:Left Gaspé Basin
“ 5!Anchored at the Moulin (Am-
herst) . 8 30 a.m.
¢ 6;Left the Moulm... .......... 5 30 a.m.
¢ gjAnchored at Amherst Harbor 1 00 p.m.
¢ g|Left Amherst Harbor........ 5 45 p.m.
¢ gjAnchored at House Harbor .. 9 00 p.m.
¢ 10|Left House Harbor.......... 5 00 a.m,
¢ 10|Anchored at Amherst Harbor 8 00 a.m.
¢ 12{Left Amherst Harbor ....... 10 45 am-
# 13 Anchored in Frigate Harbor,
| (Natashquan) .....coonuen 2 45 p.m.
“ 17 Left Frigate Harbor. ...10 00 a.m,
¢ 17|Anchored at Watshee-shoo . 7 45 pm.
¢ 17|Left Watshee-shoo.......... 9 00 p.w.
¢ 18l Anchored at Esquimaux
Point..v. oo tveinenaia. 9 50 am.
¢ 18Left Esquimaux Point ..... . 0 35 pm,
‘ 18|Anchored at Isle-aux-Morts... 4 30 p.m.
‘« 19|Left Isle-aux-Morts ......... 0 10 a.m.
19| Anchored at Mingan ... . 530 pau.
% 21|Left Mingan ............... 9 30 a.m.
“ 21|Anchored at Long Point..... 0 5 pm.
¢ 211 Left Long Point....eeavuues 1 5 pm.
¢ 21}Anchored at River St. John.. 9 45 p.m,
¢ 22 Left River St. John.........10 15 am,
t 22{Anchored at Shell-Drake .6 5pm.
‘¢ 22|Lett Shell-Drake .......... 9 45 p.m.
¢ 23| Anchored at Moisie River.... 4 00 p.m;
25 Left Moisie River........... 7 45 a.m,
* 25| Anchored at Pigou. . 0 30 p.m,
¢« 25 Left Pigou....... . 115 am.
¢ 25/ Anchored at Buuleau Rlver. .. 2 00 pm.
¢ 25 Left Bouleau River ......... 2 50 p.m.
¢ 25 Anchored at Shallop River... 6 50 p.m.
¢ 25| Left Shallop River .. 7 30 p.m
“ 26 Anchored at Thunder Rlv-
......... esev-e. 615 am,
" 26 Left Thuuder Rlver ......... 8 15 a.m.
% 26|Anchored at the West Point
of Anticosti.............. G0 p.m.
¢ 26|Left the West Point of Anti-
[T
« 27 Anchored at Gaspé anm
¢ 28{Left Gaspé Basin...........
“ 28/Anchored at the Barachoix of
Malbaie ...... ........... 10 35 a.m.
¢ 28|Left the Bnrachoxx of Mal-
baie...ov.viniann... .. 1 30 pm.
¢ 28| Anchored at Percé... -« 215 pm.
‘¢ 30 Left Pere6................ .11 30 am.
“ 30|La.y to at Point St, Peter..., 1 00 p.m.
¢ 30, Left Point St. Peter..... eess 2 00 pm,
* 30|Anchored at Gaspé Basin.... 5 20 p.m.
July 1 Left Gaspé Basin........... 4 15 a.m.
‘ 1|Anchored at Douglastown ..., 5 30 a.m.
# 1|Left Douglastown ..... veee 11 B9 am
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Exrract from Log-Book.—Continued.

Date. H. M.
July 2!Anchored at South-West Point
of Anticosti ......... 5 50 a.m,
« 2lLeft South-West Point of An—
' ticosti vevuieviniiiieen 3 45 p.m.
# 3 Anchored in Mingan Harbor .. 2 15 p.m.
¢« b5|Left Mingan Harbor ...,..,... 4 15 am.
“ B6)Aunchored at Esquimaux Point ¢ 30 a.m.
¢ 5|Left Esquimaux Point........ 7 30 am,
¢ 5 Anchored at Nabisippi River.. 8 20 p.m.
¢ 5|Left Nabisippi River........ . 9 20 pm,
¢ 6|Anchored at Natashquan River 4 00 a.m.
¢ 6|Left Natashquan River....... 9 30 am.
¢  6|Anchored at the Sables (of Na-
tashquan) ........... ve.ar11 40 2m.
t  glLeft the Sables of Natashquan.1 60 p.m.
¢ 6|Anchcred at Kégasea River... 2 00 p.m.
#  6|Left Kégasca River...... .ees 635 p.m.
¢«  7|Anchored at Little Meccatina . ¢ 40 p.m.
¢ 7|Left Little Meceatina........ 2 00 p.m.
¢ TlLay to at Whale Head, (Mecca-
tina).eeieinnncanins . 325 pm.
« MLeft Whale Head (of Meccn-
tina).......... ... B
7 Anchored at Mutton Buy
« g8{Left Mutton Bay...
¢« 8iLay to at the Murr Rocks
¢ 8|Left the Murr Rocks .
¢«  8|Lay to at La Ta‘oatiére ..
« 8iLeft La Tabatiére ...........
» 8|Anchored at Lac Salé ......
s 8iLeft Lac Salé ..............
¢ 8|Anchored near Eggman Har-
bour (Fox Island) ......... 3 45 p.m.
¢ 8|Left Fox Island ............. 6 25 p.m.
# g{Anchored at the Fondrie de
Forteall .o vovee cucnnen 00 pm.
+ 12,Left the Fondrie de Forteau... 5 35 p.m,
13| Anchored in Bonne-Espérasce
Harbor....ovvveeannareens 20 a.m.
# 15|Left Bonne-Espérance Harbot 10 20 a.m.
# 15|Anchored in Bradore Bay ...... 2 30 p.m.
¢ 18|Left Bradore Bay............ 3 30 am,
¢t 18| Anchored in St. Augustin Har-
DOF seenne cavanes cane veee 8 00 pm.
¢« 21|Left St. Augustin Harbor .... 9 00 a.m.
# 22| Anchored at Boat Island..... 6 00 p.m.
¢ 23|Left Boat Island ........... . 330 am,
# 23 Anchored at Coacoachoo..... 11 45 a.m.
¢ 241{Left Coacoachoo........... . 510 p.m,
% 26| Anchored at Amherst Harhon
(Magdalen Islands) .........11 15 a.m.
« 28|Left Amherst Harbor........ 8 00 am.
¢ 28! Anchored in Pleasant Bay...... 8 10 p.m.
« 29, Left Pleasant Bay . . 7 45 a.m.
¢ 29! Anchored at Entry Islnnd 9 30 am,
« 29|Left Entry Island...... .. veeo11 45 am.
« 29| Anchored at 0ld Harry....... 515 p.m.
« 29|Left Old Harry......... 8 .
Aug. 1|Anchored at Percé.. 5 .
« 1|Left Percé ..... . A
¢« 1|Anchored near Douglastown .10 00 pom
«  2(Left Douglastown........... 6 20 a.m
« 2)Anchored at Gaspé Basin ...... 1 15 p.m,
« glLeft Gaspé Basin.....,....... 430 am

Date, H. M.

Aug 8|Lay to at Grande Grave..... . 230 pm.
i g|Left Grande Grave....... vves 330 pm,
«  9{Lay to at Point St. Peter..... 8 00 a.m,
¢ 9|Left Point St. Peter......... 11 20 a.m.
# 10'Anchored at Paspébiac....... 10 30 a.m.
4 10| Lefs Paspébiac...ocv.ne.s 0 15 p.ni.
11| Anchored at New-Rxchmond 0 10 2a.m.
¢ 11|Left New-Richmond......... 1 35 p.m.
“ 11|Anchored at Carleton ...... .. 700 p.m.
¢ 12(Left Carleton ............. ..10 00 a.m.
t¢ 13|Anchored at Percé.,. 7 30 a.m.
¢ 17|Left Percé 7 30 am,
# 17]Anchored at Sandy Beach.... 7 00 p.m
¢ 18 Left Sandy Beach .....,.... 5 00 a,m.
¢t 18/Anchored at Anse-anx- rif-

fons .........us cesvessses 6 30 pm.
¢t 19|Left Anse-aux-Griffons ...... 4 00 a.m.
¢ 19|Anchored at Fox River ...... 7 30 a.m.
# 19|Left Fox River.............. 11 20 am.
# 19iLay to at Little Fox River ... 1 20 p.m.
¢ 19iLelt Little Fox River....... . 130 pm.
« 19 Lay to at Anse-3-Valleau .... 7 45 p.m.
¢ 19|Left Ange-d-Valleau ........ 8 00 p.m.
¢ 30|Lay to at Pointe Séche ...... 6 00 am.
¢ 20|Left Pointe Séche .........-. G 45 a.m.
¢ 20|Lay to at Grand-Etang 730 a.m,
« 20|Left Grand-Etang ........... 9 30 a.m,
¢ 20|Lay to at Little Chloridonune..10 30 a.m.
« 20 Left Little Chloridonne... ... .
¢ 20|Lay to at Petite Vallée. .
¢ 20Left Petite Vallée...... .

‘ 20| Anchored opposite Anse- a-\[(r-

[ 1 . 530 pm.
¢ 20{Left Anse-a-Mercler .. . 730 pm.
¢ 20|Lay to at Grande Vallée . 8 GO p.m.
¢« 20 Left Grande Vallée.......... 9 00 p.m.
t 20|Anchored at the ‘\hgdmlen

River ............... . 45 p.m.
it 21|Left the Magdalen River. ..... 5 30 a..
« 21| Anchored in Montilouis Bay .. 1 Ou p.m
¢ 26|Left Montlouis ....v0 vuuenses 500 a.m,
¢ 26|Anchored at Seven Islands.... 6 00 p.m
# 27 Left Seven Islands...... .... 9 50 a.au.
¢ 27)Anchored at Moisie River .... 0 15 p.m.
« 27|Léft Moisie River .vta0. . ..u. 4 20 p.m.
# 28 Anchored at Crooked Islands,.11 00 am,
¢ 28 Left Crooked Islands ,....... 0 45 p.m
¢ 28/ Anchored at Trinity......... 4 40 p.m.
¢ 201Left Trinity ....oocveveevenn 4 15 am,
¢ 291 Anchored at Godbout River .. 1 00 p.m.
« 30|Left Godbout River............. 2 15 am.
« 30|Anchored at Bersimis . 5 20 p.o
¢ 31 Left Bersimis . ......... .. 545 am.
¢ 31|Anchored at Rimouski....... 315 pm.

Sept. 2|Left Rimouski ... 1 40 p.am.
¢« 2|Anchored at

Point .......... 5 05 p.m,
& 3iLeft little Metis Pomt, ........ 5 45 a.m.
3/ Anchored at Great Matane ... 9 30 a.m.
« 3 Left Great Matane ....s0 .... 0 30 pm.
« 3| Anchored at Little Matane ... 1 20 p.m
¢ 3|Left Little Matane.......... .... 2 50 p.m.
¢ 3lAnchored at Anse 4 la Croix . 5-00 p.m.
¢« 3|Left Apse & 1a Croix,..,..... 6 00 pm.
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Bxrracr from Log-Book.—Continued.

Date. H. M. Date. H.
Sept. 3 Lay to at the Ruisseau Jacques Sep. 232!Left Dog Island Harbor...... 7
P y
Hugues ...... bienre naeane 6 p.m. « 22| Anchored at Whale” Head of
¢ 3|Left Ruisseau Jacques Hu- Pacachoo..... W serersenna 9
gUes ..iivees ... 730 pm. || ¢ 22|Left Whale Head of Pa.cachoo 3
o 3iLay to at Grosses Roohes .... 8 00 pam, « 22|Lay to at Kikapoe........... 4
¢ 3|Left Grosses Roches ......... 9 00 p.m. ¢« 22'Left Kikapoe........ 5
« plAnchored at Cap Chatte .... 7 30 am, || ¢ 22 ‘Lay to at Fondrie de Fotteau. 5
« 5iLeft Cap Chatte............ 415 pm. || ¢ 22 Left Fondrie de Forteau...... 6
¢« 5!Anchored at East Point of Cap « 22{Anchored at Lac Salé........ 7
Chatte ........... veenene 5 00 p.m. it 23 Left Lac Salé.cccceess veevvaene 6
¢« giLeft East Point of Cap ¢« 23| Anchored at La Tabanere.... K
Chatte vovvven cnrraeneasen 15 am. « 231 Left La Tabatiére........ vere 3
“  6/Anchored at Ste. Anne-des- it 23|Lay toat Mutton Bay.. . 4
Monts. teevess 830 am, « 23| Teft Mutton Bay...oeuvvun.n. 4
¢« glLeft Ste. Anne-des-Monts v...11 30 p.m, ¢ 95| Anchored at Pashasheebo..... 9
s %iAnchored at Shell-Drake..... 6 10 p.m. ¢ 2¢|Left Pashasheebo. ........... 5
¢ 8|Left Shell-Drake ....... ... 800 am, « 26'Lay to at Natashquan River... 9
¢ g)Anchored at Thunder River ..10 15 am. ¢« 26|Left Natashquan River ...... 11
# 8 Left Thander River...... veve 0 45 pm. « 26]Anchored et Natashquan Har-
“  8|Lay to at Indian Harbour..... 1 45 p.m. 1 O R 0
¢ 8'Left Indian Harbour........ 2 00 p.m. ¢t 96 Left Natashquan Harbor. ..... 2
¢ 8|Lay to at Ridge Point........ 3 00 p.m. « 927 Anchored at Bryon Island. 3
¢ 8|Left Ridge Point............ 3 30 pm. it 27 Left Bryon Island... ... 10
¢ 8lLay to at Rambler’s Cove .... 4 35 p.m. [ Zs'Anchored at House Harbor... .10
¢ 8{Left Rambler’s Cove......... 7 15 p.m, « 9g|Left House Harbor........... 6
¢ 8|Anchbored at River St. John .. 8 15 p.m, ¢ 291Anchered at Amherst Harbor..11
¢ 8 Left River 8t, John.......... 11 30 p.m. [{Qct 1!Left Amherst Harbor........
¢ 9 Anchored at Loog Point . .... 3 20 a.m. « 2'Anchored at Paspébiac....... 11
¢ 9 Left Long Point. .. veisnecnas 11 30 a,m, «  4Left Paspébiac.......... I ¢
“ 9 Anchored in Mingan Harbor... 0 45 p.m. [} * 5|Anchored at New-Richmond .. 1
¢ 9 Left Mingan Harbor......... 4 00 p.m. «  ¢|Left New-Richmond.......... [
‘9 Anchored at Esquimaux Point. & 45 p.m. ¢ glAnchored at Nouvelle (above).11
“ 9 Left Esquimaux Point........ 15 pm. || « 6!Left Nouvelle......oovvnn.n. 4
“ 10{Anchored ia Frigate Harbor, ¢ glAnchored atCarleton
[Natashquan]............. 10 30 a.m. ¢ TiLeft Carleton......vvvuevus
“ 11|Left Frigate Harbov.......... 5 30 a.m. ¢« 4%iAnchored at Indian Mission... 6
“ llIAnchored at Natashquan River 7 30 a.m. ¢  9|Left Indian Mission,..... eeea1l
« 11\ Left Natnshquan River....... 0 45 p.m. ¢  9!Anchored at Dalhousie 2
¢ 12| Anchored in Kegasca Bay.. 00 a.m. ¢ 10'Left Dalhousie..... vevane .3
© 12|Left Kegasea ..... [T 4 30 pam. |l ¢ 10[{Apchored at New-Riehmond.. 8
13|Lay to at Little Meccatina..., 1 15 p.m. ¢ 11|Left New-Richmond.:.,..... 5
¢ 13 Left Little Meccatina........ 3 15 pm, ¢t 11|Anchored at Paspébiac ceeies 9
“ 13| Lay to at Whale Head of Mec- ¢ 12|Left Paspébiac.....c........ 2
catingd .....iviiiiiaieninns 3 20 p.m. ¢ 12}Anchored at Port Daniel. . 6
¢ 13|Left Whale Head of Mecca.tma 4 15 p.m, ¢ 13.Left Port Daniel ........ .1
¢ 14|Anchored in the Harbor of Bra- ¢ 13| Anchored at Little Pabes 4
dore Bay......... 6 45 am, *¢ 14|Left Little Pabos............ 5
¢ 16|Left the Hurbor of Bradore Bay 5 3u a.m. ¢ 13lAnchored at Grand River..... 6
¢ 18|Anchored at Anse des Dunes.. 7 30 a.m. 13 Left Grand River....v. vvvuae 7
¢ 16|Left Anse des Dunes .... . 0 056 pm. ¢ 14! Anchored at Percé.., 5
‘¢ 16/Lay to at Long Point. . 0256 pm.§; ¢ 15|Left Percé ....,... 7
¢ 16|Left Long Point....... . 120 pm. || * 15|/Anchored at Malbaie . 9
‘16 Lay to at Green Island....... 1 45 p.m, i 18| Left Malbaie.. .4
¢ 16 Lélt Green Island............ 2 30 p.m, ‘¢ 19(Lay to at Gra.nde Greve .
¢ 16|Anchored at Blancs Sablons.. 3 15 p.m. ¢ 191Left Grande Gréve...... cees
¢ 17|Left Anse-aux-Blancs-Sablons. 6 15 a.m. t'19:Anchored at Gaspé Basin.... 3
¢ 17t Anchored at Bellee Amours... 8 00 am. ¢ 23|Left Gaspé Basin..... i 5
¢ 18|Left Belles Amours.. . 130 pan. ¢ 231Anchored at Douglastown.... 6
€ 18|Anchored at Five Leugues 3 00 p.m. ¢ 24 Left Douglastown ........... 5
¢ 19(Lett Five Leagues........... 5°15 a.m. 24! Anchored at Malbaie ... .9
¢ 19{Anchored at Boone Espérance.10 30 a.m. || ¢ 24{Left Malbaie..,....... i
¢ 20 Left Bonne Espérance.. . 8 30 a.m, [ * 24 Anchored at Percé .. .3
¢ 201 Anchored at St. Augusmn.... 115 pm. |} ¢ 25{Left Percé........... . 6
¢ 21|Left St. Augustin ........... 2 00 pm. || # 25|Anchored at Malbaie ........ 6
# 2U'Anchored in Dog Island Harbor 3 20 pam. || # 27|Left Malbaie vuvveevrninsne 1




. 69

Extract from Log-Book.—Continued.

Date. H. M. Date. H.M.
Oct. 27| Anchored at Percé.......... 2 45 p.m. | NO¥- 7Ran alongside Provin'] Steam-
¢ 27|Left POrCE ovevueveresarna. 3 30 pm. ers Wba;‘f......:..: ..... . 400 pm:
# 27| Anchored at Coin du Bane.... 5 16 pm. || .. 8/Begsn landing the rigging.
« 27|Left Coin du Banc..... ver.e. 615 pm || ¢ B8l the Sailors were diecharged
* 28|Anchored at South-west Point on this day. e
icosti ontinued landing the riggin
V' of Anticosti .............. 0am | “ 9Cont d‘I ding the rigging,
 28|Left South-west Point of An- w yo| %G Of Lo Canadienne.
ticosti...... ..... eeen1 1045 pm b 10 do do
‘ 30| Anchored at Seven Islands..., 5 15 am. | |, 1 do do
“ 31 Left Seven Islands.......... . 930 am. 11\The landing of the rigging,
t 31 Anchored at Pointd la Chasse.10 55 a.m. &e., of the schooner was com-
Nov 1|Left Pointa la Chasse....,.., 8 15 a.m. Pleted. .
“  3)Anchored at Trinity.......... X The schoener remained at the
 3|Left TEMItY . . evuee vnnnensnn 10 30 am wharf uatil the 24th Novem-
¢ 5|Anchored at Point aux Ping... 8 30 p.m. ber, on which day she was
¢ g'vLeft Point aux Ping........... 2 15 a.m towed to r. Russell’s wharf
¢ glAnchored at Quebec........, 7 30 am “ « at Point Ife“' . .
« 68 Sailors discharged this even- 24)“La Canadienne ” laid up in
ing. Mr. Russell’'s Dock at Point
Leviat....oocnineenneeasa 11 00 pom.

_CONTINUATION OF THE LIST OF FISHES TAKEN IN THE GULF
AND RIVER ST. LAWRENCE.

PIMELODUS NEBULOSUS,— Lesueur.
L.E PIMELODE NEBULEUX,— Cuvier and Valencienne.

In Canada.—ZLa Barbotte Commune.
English.— The Fresh Water Cat-fish.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygians, of the family of Siluroides, of the genus
LPimelodus. .

The Pimelodus, or La Barbotte, as it commonly ealled in this country. is so well
known that I need hardly give a detailed description of it.

Several varieties of this species are found in our rivers and large lakes, but T have
only as yet succeeded in procuring one specimen of the above-mentioned species. It is
commonly taken in the River St. Lawrencs and particularly in small muddy rivers where
the water is stagnant. The following are the dimensions and some of the peculiarities of
this specimen :

Total length....ociiciseeennnannee. eeerreeaviiesansseesesensesiesee 11 inches.
Do of head, I
LT £ P PP 2 o«

Dorsal fin, 1, 6, Rays.

The first ray is prickly and strong. The others are soft.

Second dorsal is adipose, pretty well developed and rounded at the posterior part.

Pectoral, 1, 6, rays.

The first is prickly, indented, very strong, and articulated so ag to rise or fall at the
will of the fish. ~This prickly fin is the offensive and defensive weapon of the Pimelodus.

Ventral..oiveeeeerieeeees crvnererenssierierisiearienee srnenenns

tievereerssees 8 TAYB.
..... 20 «

Catdal...creivereereersmrseissrsrseicssissssiansnranensossssnesrnesessens o o0 s 193

10

{1



10 .

Color, of a blackish brown on the back and head, and of "a bluish white under the
belly. The fins are black in color, spotted with red. The barbels on the anterior
part of the head (those of the exterior being by far the longest), are of a blackish eolour.
The four barbels which are smaller than the first and which hang under the lower jaw,
are of a whitish colour. The flesh of the Pimelodus is not disagreeable to.the taste when
it is caught in clear flowing water ; on the contrary, it is wholesome and very nourishing.
But when the fish is taken in muddy water it is generally flavored with the mud of the
locality.

LEUCISCUS CANADENSIS.

TFrench.—Able ; erroneously called in Canade, Muler.
English.— Chub, Dace.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygians, of the family of Cyprinoides, of the
genus Leuciscus, Able.

The fish commonly called Mulet in Canada is the Able, because the r.e:q Mulet (Le
Mugil of the authors) has, ip addition to several other distinctive charactenstlgs, two dor-
sal fins, while the Able has only one. Moreover, I do not think that the Mugil is found
iu Canada, at least, I have never yet met with it. e should not confound our Able
with the Mullet (the Mullus of the Ancients, so much prized at Rome that it sold for
fabulous prices).

Martial, Juvenal and Sencca, mention several of these fish weighing five or six pounds,
which sold for onc thousand francs each and sometimes higher. Our Mullet (Able), al-
though a very fine fish in form and brilliant colours, does not possess the gastronomic
value either of the Mugil or the Mullet, but it is, nevertheless, a fish of excellent flavor
with sound flesh, easy of digestion. It is better in the fall than at any other season.

The specimen I am now describing was caught in the vicinity of Montreal, cn the
2nd December, 1865. The following are its principal proportions :

Total length. ... ..covennenne cererenssresitainianaas cavesersreierenans 18% inches.

Do  of head.......cucnun.. D [ 3 ¢
Length between the posterior part of the head and the anterior

of the dorsal fid....ceeuumeueniiiiiiiiiciiiiiireenenenceenneens . b “

Length of the dorsal fin... 2 “

Height of do s e . 2 o«
TLength from the posterior part of the dorsal fin to the begin-

ning of the candal....oiiiirviiiiinnrinniinnnnns, Ceiersesanenns 5 €

=2t Length of the candal fin.......... . 8% «

Width of do ..... 4%«

- Width of the fish at the belly.. e e 4%«

Thickness...cou veevesse T ORI S

"'“Dorsal fin, 10 rays.

The first ray is one-third of the length of the second, which is the longest of the whole
fin. The Ist and 2nd rays are not branchial, while the other eight are very much so.
The anterior part of this fin is opposite the commencement of the ventral.

Pectoral, 17 rays. This fin is long and rounded at the extremity. All the rays are
branchial with the exception of the first.

Ventral...

The first ray is one quarter of an inch in length, the second one inch, and the third
three and a half inches. 'The latter is the longest of all. This fin is square in form, but
longer tlhian it is wide.

Caudal fin, 183 rays. It is large and crenated. The two exterior rays are very strong.

o Sgaib_&—'.l‘here are 47 scales on the lateral line. The largest are found on the side of
the fish."*"They are smaller on the belly and on the posterior part of the back.

_ From.the anterior part of the dorsal fin to the lateral line, by following a diagonal
line from rear to front, we find eight scales without including the one over which the
Jateral line-passes, and seven other scales from the latter to the middle part of the belly.
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The lateral line commences on the upper part of the head, on 2 level with the eyes,
but it goes down the side cf the fish with a curve until it passes the 8th scale. It then
follows a direct line to the tail.

Head small, slightly bent.

Mouth large, no teeth in the jaws, but large teeth in the pharynx.

. Soout short and rounded. Upper jaw longer than the lower. Tongue of moderate
size,

Three branchial rays.

On the anterior part of the head and near the upper part of the orbits, there are up-
ward of one hundred mucous pores on each side, some of which are ove line in diameter.
These pores extend over the cheeks. :

The orbit of the eye is oval, and its largest diameter is four 2nd a half lines.

Pupil is black. Iris is yellow with metallic tints.

Nostrils, double, placed on the upper level of the pupil, and within the line of the
orbits. 'The anterior nostril is tubular, the posterior one is larger and covered with a kind
of valve attached to the tubular part of the anterior nostril.

The natatory bladder is five and three quarter inches in length. It is divided into
two lobes. The anterior lobe is two and a quarter inches in length, and is covered with a
fibrous membrane with small adhesive powers. Tts posterior part is truncated. The pos-
terior lobe is three and a half inches in length, it is smaller than the other and of more
elongated form. It communicates with the pharynx, by a membranous canal, which joins
it at the anterior and posterior parts. It it not, as the first, covered with a fibrous mem-
}m}ue. llThese two lobes are joined together by a membranous canal of about one lize only
in length.

Color—An olive brown on the back with greenish shades, when the fish is looked
at from the front. The sides are of a very brilliant olive colour with metallic tints, and
the belly is of a very fine silvery colour.

The upper part of the head is of a darker brown than the rest of the body. The
sides of the head are of an olive colour with metallic tints. At the part where the head
joins the body, there is a blackish band which starts from the upper part of the head and
reaches as far as the pectoral fin. This specimen is a female. Its ovaries are of average
size, but the ova are not visible to the naked eye. Another specimen taken in winter,
twelve and a half inches in length, which I examined with care, shewed the same pecu-
liarities as the former.

I shall conclude this brief deseription by stating that the Able, is, from its shape and
beautiful colour, with metallic tints of the most brilliant kind, one of the most beautiful
fish taken in the River St. Lawrence.

Tt resembles the varieties deseribed by Storer and DeKay, under the name of Leucis-
cus Pulchellus, and Leuciscus Nitidus, but 1o some respects it is dissimilar, as may be seen
by comparing the description I have given of our Chub or Dace, with those given of the
varieties examined by those Naturalists. It is for this reason, that having been unable to
find an exact description of our Adle or Chub in any of the authorities I could obtain, I
concluded to give it the name of Canadensis.

LEUCISCUS VITTALUS,—DeKay.

French.—1’ Able ¢ bande dorée.
English.— Banded Dace.

Of the order of Malacopterygians, of the family of Cyprinoides, of the genus Leu-
ciscus.

This very pretty variety of the Dace is found in the River St. Lawrence, and in nearly
all the rivers and streams running into it. Its ordinary length is from about two and a
half inches to four and a half inches. The specimen under examination iz of the latter
size.

This fish is prettily shaped. Its head ig ofaverage size ; its mouth is small and without
teeth. It has a few teeth in the pharynx. The eyes are large, The dorsal fin is about
equidistant from the head and commencement of the tail, and its guterior part is opposite
the anterior part of the ventral fin. ]t is highey thap it Is wide, and of quadrilateral form,
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The pectoral and ventral fins are of rounded form. The anal, on the contrary is quad-
rilateral. The caudal is large and crenated.  The scales are of moderate size. [ counted
41 on the lateral line, There are seven on the side of the fish from the commencement
of the dorsal fin to the lateral line, by following a diagonal line from rear to front, and
there are five scales from the lateral line to the middle of the belly.

Dorsal.ceeeeeniiiniennnes cereereninaes creveseesreaenas ereesecarsnsanerrosnes . 9 rays,
Pectoral.. e 15 @
Ventral........ 8«
Anal ....... ..o 10«
Caudals oo vrniveiennnnrnnenne . 194 ¢«

Color—The head is of an olive brown as well as the upper part of jthe body. But
the distinguishing characteristic of this fish is a wide gold-colored band on each side of the
back from the head to the tail. Above the lateral line, there is another narrower band of
dark brown color. The belly is of a silvery white, with salmon colored hues.

Pupil is black with light brown iris. The fias are of a yellowish shade.

The natatory bladder is covered in the belly with 2 blackish membrane of extraor-
dinary thinness, and it is divided into two lobes. The anterior one is short, the posterior
lobe is longer, and is pointed in the rear.

LEUCISCUS ATROMACULATUS,—DeKay

French,— L’ Able d Téte Noire.
English.—Black Headed Dace.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygians, of the family of Cyprinoides, of the
genus Leuciscus (Able).

This other variety of the Dace species is remarkable on account of a black band or
stripe of about two lines in width, which ruos along its side from the eyes to the fail, and
also on account of a little black spot found on the base of the caudal fin. The average
length of this pretty fish is from four to six inches. Sometimes it reaches a larger size.

It has alarge head, large mouth, thick lips and no teeth in its jaws.

The eyes are of average size, but smaller than in the Leuciscus Vittalus. )

There are two well defined lines of mucous pores. There is a visible depression of
the vertebral line from the head to the dorsal fin. The scales are of average size aad of
orbicular form. They are smaller than in the variety just described. [ counted sixty-one
or sixty-two on the lateral line, which curves till it reaches the dorsal fin ; from that point
to the tail, it is straight. There are ten scales from the base of the dorsal to the lateral
line, and from that line to the ventral, six scales, including that over which the lateral
line passes.

Color—Of a dark brown on the upper part of the body with a black stripe on the
gides (as already deseribed) which extends to the snovit, passing by the eyes. Under the
lateral line, th: color is clear olive, and the belly is of a silvery white. The top of the
head is of a blackish colour and the fins are of an orange tint. The dorsal fin is squarely
shaped and of the average size ; it is higher than it is long. It is composed of nine rays
and is situate about midway between head and tail. The pectoral has fifteen rays, it is large
and falciform. The ventral is inserted at least two lines more in front than the anterior
part of the dorsal. 1t has eight rays. The anal fin has also eight rays. 1he caudal is
crenated and formed of 19% rays. The natatory bladder is composed of two lobes. The
posterior one is twice as long as the anterior one, and it is rounded in the rear.

This little fish is found in ihe same waters as the variety previously described.

OYPRINUS CATOSTOMUS— Forster,—0ATOSTOMUS FORSTERIANUS— Cuvier and Valencienne,
—LE OATOSTOME DE FORSTER.
Eoglish.—Red Sucker. .
In Canada—Carpe de Rapides, and in several places Meunier.

f the order of Abdominal Malacopterygians, of the family of Cyprinoides, of the
“atostomus, L R ’
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__This variety of the Catostomus, which much resembles that described by Richardson
in his magnificent work on the fishes of the Regions of North America, is found in the
St. Lawrence and its tributaries, I also found it in the rivers falling into Bay of
Chalenrs, particularly in the Great Cascapediac River. It is also found in she rivers of
the North Shore of the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence.

This fish likes running water, and it is generally in the vicinity of rapids that they are
found in the greatest number. Its ordinary size is from 18 to 20 inches and even 25
inches in length.

The following are the proportions of a specimen of this variety of Catostomus, taken
at Laprairie in a net on the 25th April, 1865 :—

Total length.....ueuureiiieriiiinininrecionreinaeneennaane, « 14% inches

Width ............. -
Thickness......... weueeeen. vrererenen 2
-Length of head.......covevennnnnnene Ceseiriiens rienan 2 ¢ andb lines.
IF'rom the head to the anterior part of the dorsal fin. 3  «, 5 «
Width of the dorsal fin,....... cererreiieens seeneine.e 2 ¥

From the posterior part of the dorsal fin to the com-

mencement of the tail................ ereneee N 5 o« 5 «

Trom the extremity of the snout to the nostrils.... 1  « 3 «
From the nostrils to the eyes.....cccuuuvasarivanninine eraeretiianerinens 3«
Diameter of the orbit of the eye......cc.... 3 «

The dorsal fin is of quadrangular shape, height 1 inch and 7 lines; 12 rays, the first
of which are the longest, the lastbeing the shortest and weakest. The pectoral fin is of
rounded form, 2 inches and 3 lines in length, and is composed of 18 or 19 rays. The ven-
tral fin, inserted opposite the middle of the dorsal, is of wide and rounded shage, 1§ inches
in length, by 2 inches in width, and is formed of 11 rays. Anal fin—length 23} inches
width 2 inches, composed of 11 verylarge rays. What I found remarkable in this speei-
men was, that the rays of the aual fin were covered on each side with small tubercles,
rough to the touch, about the size of a pin’s head. I counted as manyas 18 on one ray.
The caudal fin, bifurcated, 18§ rays. On the right side, 9 of these rays are covered with
tubercles like those of the anal fin, and there were only four on the right side, and they
were in both cases the lowest.

Length of the caudal fin....cccovrueiniiienivinnnnannn. .-« 2% inches.
Width of G e ceessssrenennaresas erettererranas 3 “

Lateral line, straight, but not very distinet. I counted 95 scales, the largest being
near the tail. From the dorsal fin to the lateral line, there are 18 scales in direct order,
and from that line to the ventral, 11 scales.

Snout—long and rounded. Nostrils, double, the posterior one is larger and is closed
by a valve.  The eye is small ; iris gellow ; pupil, black. The scales are small, striated
and of oblong form, their exposed side is membranous.

Color—olive on the back, silvery white on the belly. A stripe of irregular border
of vivid red about one inch in width fellows the lateral line and the sides of the fish ; up-
per part of the head blackish, sides yellowish, large black spots of irregular form on the
back and sides. A little in rear of the eye, there is a blackish spot. The extremities of
the dorsal, pectoral, and caudal fing, are of a blackish colour. The ventral and anal fins
are of a reddish yellow. Mouth small, with caruncles covered with small tubercles. Male,
the milt is not yet mature. Natatory bladder, formed of two lobes. The anterior of 1%
ingh in length, and the posterior of 24 inches. Diameter of the latter § inches.

CATOSTOMUS TUBERCULATUS,—Lesueur.
LE CATOSTOME TUBERCULE,—Cuvier and Valencienne.

Ta Canada.— La Carpe au nez galeux,
English.— Horned Sucker.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygians, of the family of Cypripoides, of the
genus thostomus. . :
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This variety of the genus Catostomus is one of the best we have for the use of the
table. It is agreeable to the taste and wholesome. Very few small bones are found in it,
much less than in any of the other kinds of Catostomus. It is found in the River St.
Lawrence and its tributaries. Tt is also found in the lakes of the interior. Its ordinary
size is from 15 to 18 inches. The specimen which I examined was 19 inches in length.
Its width was 43 inches.

Dorsal fin...ceeverruiaes oren e weeee evbevemeaeres seseeerainaseeteeseeren 15 rays.
Pectoral fin....

Ventral « ...,
Anal “o
Chudal  ““.ireriniiiiiectreereeerreresst e aees eeeneesesrannan ... 192 ¢

Lateral line, very distinct and almost straight. Body, stout and almost cylindrical.

There were four tubercles on the snout. According to the authors, three to five of
these tubercles have often been found on each side of the snout in some specimens of this
variety of the Catostomus.

Scales—large and striated. There are 11 of these from the anterior part of the base
of the dorsal fin to the lateral line, and 16 from this line to the medial line of the belly.

From the nostrils, which are double, going towards the caudal extremity, there are 20
small holes on an elevated line nearly straight, which appear to be the orifices of small
glands. There are no scales on the head. “ Where the head joins the body, there is a
dlear line of demarcation.

CATOSTOMUS MACROLEPIDOTUS—Lesucur,—LE CATOSTOME AUX GRANDES ECAILLES—
Cuvier and Valencienne.

In Canada.—Carpe Blanche.
English.— Large Scaled Sucker.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygians, of the family of C_/prmmdes, of the
genus Catostomus.

Of the different varieties of the genus Catostomus that are found in the fresh waters
of North America, but few, I think, attain the size of the variety which forms the subJect
of this short description. 1 obtained scveral specimens of this variety, as it is common in
the 8t. Lawrence and in our other rivers. A large number are caught cach spring near
Sorel and in Lake 8t. Peter. It is sought for in our markets, as its flesh is firm and
agreeable to the taste.

The following are the proportmns of a specimen which I studied :—

Total length .......... earresereersertorncaeannes Ceeetreesanernnnrreacarenn 261 inches.
‘Width in front of dorsal fin . s B “

Thickness in rear of head.. BT | S
Length of head........c.ooiiiiiininiiiiiniin i cgean s e 44 @
Between head and the anterior part of the dorsal fin, length.... 6} «
Dorsal fin, length...ccuriineiiinn i iiiinnninns e e, 4 “
Between posterior part of dorsal and the commencement of the
CaUBAL eerenree el i e e e 73«
Caudal fin, length... cereertteneiiineiteee e B s
Dorsal fin, height at anterior part e . 3t o«
“ posterior part . 1§«
Pectoral fin, length....ccuvviiinneinnas N “
Ventral fin, ¢« ... e 3 o
Anal fin, L PPN 41 o«

Dorsal 16 rays; the 1st 4 inch in lenwth the 2nd 13 inch in length ; the 3rd 3}
inches in length.

Pectoral 18 rays of quadrilateral shape.

Ventral, 9 rays pointed.

Anal, 9 rays, extremities rounded.

Caudal 184 crenated.

Heapl longcr than jt s Wdez without seales, w;th sBVﬂr&l ossequs protuberapces on the
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anterior part, bent ; also the back as far as the dorsal in. Mouth, pretty large, clearly de

fined caruncles.  Nostrils, double, the posterior one the widest.  Orbit, one inchin
diameter. Iris yellow. Pupil black. Operculum and preoperculum without scales and
free from denticulation, with a membranous appendix on the posterior part. TFrom the
dorsal fin to the tail, there is a clearly marked depression. On the head, there is a row of
tubercles running from front to rear in the form of an S, quite open, and joining the lateral
line ; another small row of tubercles rung forward beside the orbit, and meets the first
straight line at 1% inch in rear of the orbits. The lateral line commences where the
head joins the body, at 1} inch from the median line of the back, goes towards the rear
in an oblique direction, following the course of the gills for a length of 1 inch, then
continues rearwards with a light curve, directed upwards, opposite the anterior part of the
dorsal fin, but further on it is straighter. Iu three specimens, I only found 44 scales on
the lateral line. In one specimen I found 46 scales. There are 7 scales from the anterior
part of the dorsal fin to the lateral line which passes over the Tth scale, and 6 scales from
the base of the ventral to this line. The scales are very large (1inch and 1 line in length
on this specimen) and on the fish they appear lozenge shaped, the greater diameter being
from above downwards. They are striated on the outer edge.

Natatory bladder, 8% inches in length, and divided into 3 lobes. The anterior lobe
is very large, its foremost part is truncated. Itis 2} inches in length, by 2} inches in
width. It is covered with a fibrous coating, clear and brilliant. The second lobe is 3%
inches in length, by 13} inch in width ; its anterior part is the larger. The third lobe is 2
inches in length, by % of an ineh in width at the anterior part. The posterior part ter-
minates in a point.

Iu my specimens I remarked that the third lobe was larger in the male fish than in
the female.

Color—olive brown on the back, with bluish tints. Sides and belly whitish. Fios,
orange tending to red at extremities. The dorsal is less colored than the other fins.

SCLEROGNATHUS CYPRINUS,— Lesueur.
LE SCLEROGNATHE CYPRIN,— Cuvier and Valencienne.

In Canada.—Bréme.
LEnglish.—Long Finned Chub Sucker.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygians, of the family of Cyprinoides, of the
genus Sclerognathus.

The specimen of this variety of the family of Cyprinoides which I had in my posses-
sion, and from which I prepared the following brief description, was taken in a net at
Laprairie in the spring of 1865. It was only 8} inches in length. .

The Sclerognathus which is called Bréme in Canada (sometimes Brume), is found in
the River St. Lawrence, and probably also in some of its tributaries, but not in large
quantities. This fish furnishes excellent firm food. The form of the body beinz com-
pressed, the height of the anterior part of the dorsal fin, its indented tail, and the brilliant
colors of its scales, render it a very remarkable fish.

The following arc the dimensions of the specimen which I studied :—

Total length............ et ter e ener et riara s 84 inches.
Do of head....coeuivinviinnrannen. Ceereareraeens euenes 13«

Thicknessof body......ceevreeenninns N T

Height of body in front of dorsal fin....... eeevsieiiieininnn s 2% e

The scales are large and of semirhomboidal shape ; there are 40 on the lateral line, 9
soales between the dorsal fin and lateral line (including the scale on which that line passes),
and $ from the line to the median portion of the belly.

Dorsal, 31 rays, the Srd, 4th and 5th being 2} inches in length. From the 10th ray
to the last, they are not quite three quarters of an iech in length.

Pectoral, rounded Shape....c.vvrvreres vremrereeninninniinnns e
Ventral, with pointed extremity .
Anal, indented on the posterior side......... . .
Caudal, very much indented....ccoernsereniens ereenieniaine verenesaees 184«
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Lateral line almost straight. o .

Head small. The snout projects beyond the mouth, which is small with caruncles,
and bilobed on the lower side. Nostrils, double, close to each other, the posterior one is
the largest, and is covered with 2 valve. Large eyes. The general color of the fish is a
silvery white with brilliant gold and greenish tints.

HYDRARGYRA ATRICAUDA.

Freuch.—Hydrargyre a barre noire & la queue.
English.—Minnow. Champlain Minnow.

Of the order of Abdominal Maiacopterygians, of the family of Cyprinoides, of the
genus Hydrargyra, . . X

This fish, the ordinary length of which varies between 2 and 4% inches, is found in
streams and little rivers. It is found in abundauce in Canada, where it is used as bait for
the larger fish of the River St. Lawrence. It is allied to the Fundulus, a variety of
which I described in my Report of 1863 under the name of Fundulus Vindescens. The
latter fish is common in the brackish waters of the Gulf. It is used on our sea-coast for
baiting cod lines, when the ordinary supply of bait is scarce.

The Hydrargyra is covered over the whole body including the head with scales of
moderate size of orbicular form. There are 86 on the lateral line which is almost straight.
There are on the head and opercula a certain number of mucous pores, three pairs of which
are inside, one pair in front and the other pair in rear of the orbits.

The nostrils are double, and open at a distance of one line, one from the other. The
posterior one is larger than the anterior. The eye is large, and neur the snout. The
mouth is of moderate size, the tongue is rather long and thin. The lower jaw is longer
than the upper, and there are in it several rows of small pointed turned up teeth. In the
upper jaw there are some very fine small teeth.

The natatory bladder is of very simple construction and very thin. It occupies the
whole of the abdominal cavity. All the fins are rounded at the extremities. The dorsal
fin is large, and is placed very far back. Its anterior part is a little in rear of the com-
mencement of the ventral fin. It is composed of 15 rays, the first of which is the shortest.
The others increase in length till nearly the last ray.

The pectoral has, e aeemereereiirr e e eeasasenae 15 rays.
The ventral has.. e 6«
The anpal has...... e 100
The caudal has.....ccoies oieiiiiiiiiiiiiiries ceereiee e sreeeanse 123 «

The color is a very dark brown on the back and head, on the sides olive brown with
appearance of transverse bars of darker hue, some 15 or 18 in number. There is a nar-
row black stripe well marked on the lateral line. Near the tail, there is a transverse black
stripe, two lines in width, which is the distinctive mark of this species of Hydrargyra.
Among the specimens examined, were several females whose ovaries were filled with ova,
one-fifth of a line in diameter. The male fish secmed to be smaller than the females.

AMIA OCELLIOAUDATA,— Richardson.

French. —Amie @ ocelle sur la queue.
In Canada.— Poisson Castor, Poisson de Marais.
English.— Mudfish, Western Mudfish, Bowfin of Lake Champlain.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygians, of the family of Clupeoides, of the
genus Amia. .

. This fish which is rather common in this part of North America, whose rame is de-
rived from the shape of the tail, resembling that of the beaver, is found in the River St.
Lawrence, although not in abundance. It is found rather in the placid waters of our in-
land lakes.

The specimen from which I have prepared this description, was taken near Sorel in
the 8t. Lawrence, and was furnished by Vital Tétu, Esq., of Quebec.
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Description. )
Total length...... ..... e ra e cererreeniea 25 inches.
Do of head............ . 4 “
Between the head and the anterior part of dorsal fin.... 4 “ 3 lines.
Length of dorsal fin.....cceueevuiirivinniiiiee s ceenieennvnennn 11} “
Between anterior part of snout and commencement of
ventral finie.iiiceiiiiiiriinniniinannnans P ¥ £
Between posterior part of ve'utral and commencement
of anal fin...cvveueviiiiiininiiieneniecienieeae s 3t «
Betwee? posterlor part of anal and the first rays of cau-
E) O vesresisannnn enares ererseerareene s seunieans o«
Dorsal fin..eeueiiieeniiaenenas 50 rags

Pectoral fin.

Ventral fin.. 7 “
Anal fin... 10 «
Caudal fin...cuvievivinnniiiiiiicniiinniaens .22 “
Height of dorsal at anterior part...... ..... ... 1% inches.
Do at posterior part.........cceeiiiinenians e 13 ¥

The pectoral and ventral fins are rounded at the extremities. The caudal fin is 3%
inches in length, by 4} inches in width, and the membrane which unites these rays is
covered at the anterior part for a width of one inch, with small oblong scales not very ad-
herent.

The scales are half an inch in length by three lines in widih on the back and sides
of the fish. They are about half the size on the belly. Their shape is elongated, they
are membranous on the esposed side, and square at the point of insertion. The lateral
line is slightly curved at its anterior part going downwards over about two inches, then it
follows a straight line to the tail. There are 68 scales on it, also 3 or 5 very small
scales on the tail.

The head of the fish is flat on the upper part. On the side of the upper jaw there
are two barbels a quarter of an inch in length.

The nostrils are large. The orbits are oblong, their greatest diameter being half an
inch. There are 12 rays on the branchia. The bones of the head have a rough surface
and the joints are plainly visible.

The mouth is large.  Between the two branchia of the lower jaw which are mot
joined together at the anterior part, there is a kind of bony shield with a rough surface,
which fills all the space between these two branchia, and the lower jaw is larger than the
upper one. There is on the upper jaw an irregular row of strong pointed teeth. On the
posterior part they are smaller. 'There are on the palatines four groups of 16 to 20 teeth
each, and outside these groups and on the outside of this jaw, there is a row of 7 to 8
large teeth, curved upwards. On the lower jaw, there is on the anterior’side a row of 32
long pointed teeth, and two lines in rear of this a row of small teeth close together, in
number about 60 to 70 on each side. In the upper part of the pharynx, there are two
bands of small pointed teeth and a small similar band in the rear. The tongue is short,
thick and detached. The throat is small.

Color—blackish brown on the upper part ot the head, body and sides, with a rose
colored tint on the belly.

Dorsal fin, olive brown, less deep in color than the back.

Pectoral fin, same color, with a few yellowish spots.

Ventral and anal, pale olive, with rosc-colored tint on the rays.

Caudal, brown, with bright tints on the membrane which unites the rays.

What dlstmnuxshes this variety from the other species of Amia, is an oval black spot
of five lines in dlameter, surrounded with a yellowish circle, which is found on the caudal
fin at its anterior part. It covers the 4th 5th 6th and 7th rays, counting from the upper
part of the fish. The milt of the male is of a yellowish color. It is contained in two or-
gans, from which two membranous ducts lead. They soon join each other, and form but
one canal, which terminates at an arifice of 1% line in dlameter sitpate one half inch from
the anal orlﬁce, which is larger.
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The npatatory bladder is remarkable in this way: as in the Erythrini, it is large and
cellular. It much resembles the lungs of reptiles. ~ The stomach is well developed, and
the intestines form four circumvolutions in the abdomen. The heart is small, but the
liver is comparatively large, .

This fish, which is rarely met with on our markets, is good to eat. Itsflesh is whole-
some, although rather tough.

MORRHUA DUCTOR.

French.—Morue Pilote.
English.— Pilot Codfish.

Of the order of Subbrachial Malacopterygians, of the family of Gadoides, of the
genus Morrhua.

All the fishermen who frequent the Gulf of St. Lawrence have found on the banks
and sometimes in the vicinity of the coast, this variety of the codfish. Its length seldom
cxceeds 15 to 16 inches. I have preserved the name by which it is commonly known,
that of Pilot Codfish, because from information I obtained from the fishermen whom I
consulted on the subject, this fish generallyprecedes theordinary codfish in itsarrival on the
banks, which serve as a place of habitation for the latter during the summer months, and
it seems as if in some respects, the Pilot Codfish guided the others towards those banks.
I would also remark, that this variety is rather scarce in the Gulf. It evidently hails
from the Northern Scas. Nevertheless, I have Leen unable to find any description of it
in the works on Natural History which I have consulted.

The Codfish, called by Linnceus, Morrhua Minuta, seems to be the nearest approach
to this variety ; but there are several important differences, as will be found by perusing
the following description of a specimen of the Pilos Codfish which was caught by one of
the crew of La Canadienne, ou the 1st June, 1865, off the River Wat-shee-shoo, on the
North Shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Total length.eeceees vovviietirinrac it e,

Width.......

Thickness.......co....

Length of the head..................... 1 “ 5 lines.
Frem the head to the 1st dorsal fin.......—....... evenes 2% o«

First doreal fin, rounded at its extremity, a little longer than it is wide, 15 rays. First
rays short. Middle rays longer. The five posterior rays become shorter and shorter, so
that the last is scarcely more than one line in length.

Second dorsal, 16 rays. The anterior ones are the longest. This fin is highest in
front, in rear it is rounded, and its last rays are short.

Third dorsal, 18 rays.  The first is one-quarter and the second one-half the length
of the third. The fifth and sizth rays are the longest. The posterior rays are very short.

Pectoral, 16 rays, rounded at extremity.

Ventral, 6 rays, pointed at extremity.

First anal, 21 rays, rounded.

8econd anal, 16 rays, smaller than the first. There is a kind of tubercle on the an-
terior base.

Caudal, 303 rays, extremity slightly rounded.

Head of average size, the upper part flat. The snout is rounded. 'The jaws are of
equal size. Under the lower jaw, there is a barbel thin and sharp, three-quarters of an
inch in length. There are teeth in the two jaws, distinet and separate onc from the other.
In the vomer, there is o trishgular set of fine teeth, the upper part of the triangle going
forward. The tongue is pointed. Nostrils double, of equal size, opening in a depression
of the head. ~ Orbits large. Eyes large.

Iris yellow. Pupil blue. ~Lateral line very distinet, narrower than in the common
codfish, commencing in rear of the orbit, and following the dorsal line as far ag the pos-
terior part of the first dorsal. From that, it inclines towards the abdomen, with a decided
cnrve until opposite the pwo-thirds of the second dorsal, From this point to the com-
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mencement of the caudal, it goes in a straight line, midway between the line of the back
and that of the belly.

Color—back olive color. Sides deep grey, covered with irregular spots, and rings of
olive color. On each side of the body, there are five irregular brown spots from the gills
to the tail. Belly of a dirty white, covered with an innumerable quantity of little black
points. The dorsal fins are stained with irregular lines of olive color.

Pectoral of clear olive, with a blackish stain approaching to green in the commence-
ment of it, and on the anterior part.

Ventral of a dirty white.

First anal, of a dirty white at the base, and stained with black at its extremity.

Second anal, of a dirty white at the base and the first third, the two other thirds are
of a brown color.

The flesh of this species of codfish is similar to that of the ordinary codfish.

D.15,16,15; P. 16; V. 6; A. 21,16; C. 302,

. MERLANGUUS CARBONARIUS,— Cuvier.

French.—Merlan.
In Canada.— Goberge.
English.— Pollack, Coal-fish, Sea Salmon.

Of the order of Subbrachial Malacopterygians, of the family of Gadoides, of the genus
Merlangus.

This fish is sometimes taken on the Coast of Gaspé during the summer. It is seen
also, but rarely, on the south shore of the River St. Lawrence, from Cape Gaspé to a little
beyond Cap de Chatte.

I recollect some being taken, two years ago, at a place called Ilets des Méchins, on
that coast. For several seasons, about twenty years ago, a great many Merlans were taken
on the west coast of the Magdalen Island group, but now, very few are found in those parts.

The Pollack is good to eat, although not quite as delicate as the Codfish. It is found
in great quantities on the western shores of North America, from the latitude of New
York to the frozen seas, and on the northern shores of Europe. It is abundant in the
Bay of Fundy.

TABLE.

. Pimelodus Nebulosus.

. Leuciscus Canadensis.

. Leuciscus Vittalus.
Leuciscus Atromaculatus.
Cyprinus Catostomus.

. Catostomus Tuberculatus.
. Catostomus Macrolepidotus.
. Sclerognathus Cyprinus.
. Hydrargyra Atricauda.

. Amia Ocellicaudata.

. Morrhua Ductor.

. Merlangus Carbonarius.
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