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PREFACE

The physiological responses of fish to stress have been documented extensively
during the last two decades.  Indeed, many thorough reviews have been
published on the subject.  Fish physiologists have now directed their attention to
unravelling answers to those important questions: What? – the central and
peripheral mechanisms involved with regulating the stress response; and, So
what? – the effects of stress on fish performance, health and well-being.

The objective of this symposium was to focus on recent novel findings regarding
the nature of stress responses in fish, new approaches for determining stressed
states, and applications of such findings in aquaculture and environmental
monitoring.  We believe we have met that objective by presenting a truly
international suite of papers and posters by both established scientists and
graduate students representing nine countries.  The diversity of stress-related
research topics presented in this symposium – physiology and behaviour;
responses to environmental challenges; cellular, molecular and endocrine
responses; metabolism and metabolic activity – reflect those new directions and
are not mutually exclusive.  The overlapping of these areas of interest clearly
indicates potential new avenues for future study on the physiology of stress in
fish.

Symposia and meetings, such as this Congress, are as much about
communicating and networking with colleagues, as they are showcasing new
research findings.  Interested participants and readers are encouraged to contact
the symposium’s presenters with follow-up questions, or simply to discuss areas
of mutual interest or even possible collaborations.  We sincerely thank the paper
and poster presenters and co-authors for sharing their results at the Congress and
wish them every success in their future research endeavours.

Symposium Organizers:

Bruce Barton George Iwama
University of South Dakota University of British Columbia

Tom Pottinger  Don MacKinlay
Institute of Freshwater Ecology  Fisheries Canada
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