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INTRODUCTION

In February 2000, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), Central and Arctic in
Winnipeg, asked the Aqigiq Hunters and Trappers Organization (HTO) if it would be willing to
participate in a traditional knowledge study of ringed seals.  The purpose of the study was to
help DFO develop a better understanding of the population biology and ecology of ringed seals
living near Chesterfield Inlet and a better appreciation of the importance of this species to local
hunters and residents.  The knowledge provided by the interviewed hunters is being
incorporated into an overall study of ringed seals in the Kivalliq area that is being sponsored, in
large part, by the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board.

METHODS

In February 2000, Holly Cleator (DFO, Winnipeg) submitted a description of the study and list of
interview questions to the Aqigiq HTO for consideration.  After examining the information the
HTO agreed to work with DFO on the study and provided names of ten residents of Chesterfield
Inlet who had hunted ringed seals for many years and would be willing to participate in the
study.  Hilarie Makpah was hired as a local study coordinator and in late February and early
March she interviewed the ten ringed seal hunters that had agreed to participate in the study.
Interviews were held in the hunter’s home and were typically 1-2 hours in duration.  All
interviews were conducted in Inuktitut and recorded on audio tape using a cassette recorder
(Sony model TCM 848)  and microphone (Sony model F-250S).  Hilarie began each interview
by explaining the purpose of the study and how the interview would be conducted and the
voluntary nature of it.  She also explained what would be done with the resulting information,
recordings and transcripts.  At the end of the interview the hunter was asked if he would permit
DFO to use the information provided in the interview and to record his name.  Hilarie transcribed
and translated the hunters’ responses from the recorded tapes into English and Inuktitut.

This report contains a record of the interview questions and the hunters’ responses to them.
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Leonard Putulik

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo8Kt8 cp48s48bd]48

od̀n ;go8

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1. How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5
w[li`Z3J1uV

Ever since I was able to hunt, approximately
50 years now.

bem61z5 c1ansa6n48wgcvm c4`vah %)9lc48.>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
•  If YES… Where and for how long?

Yes, I had seal hunted outside of Chesterfield Inlet.  In
the spring time, sometimes we would hunt seals for one
week, sometimes two weeks.

•  Have you lived in other communities?

No, I have always lived in Chesterfield.  I used to live
outside of Chesterfield Inlet before the Inuit people
gathered in Chesterfield Inlet.

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

•  xqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

`e< `b0sm eGlòz4`]0 w.̀by ntvs8/.d4u]1z>

e`.y ntvs8/.d48wm]a5 pnscfwòm5< e`.y

pnscfw m4`f5 dp41`z1atla>

•  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

nd8< eGlòz4]1`un48 bGy< e`. w.̀by `my
4,ygu hn4,4,bd.d48wmzlc48g1z< ehe5
,t48s48bd4`,48tnq5>

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?
•  For clothing?
•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V

•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V

•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV

•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V

•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V

•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

       As an Inuk the ringed seal is very useful to us.
      In those days, the seal fat and the skin were
      used.  The meat and the skin are still being
      used up today.  The seal fat is not used as
      much, there really is no need for it anymore,
      because we have no dogs now.

`e< bmkc n`t c`gto7mrc`l1mb èh0ly<
snl8̀b1q5 4iw1ql< y4i1ql< d48s1ql
cg48bdl8`b48/.d41mb< `mn`l`y5 so em6nemb<
4iw1q5< y4i1ql< d48s1q5
cg48bdlc1qy48xdo48`gzle5
c`gt8x4,lc48`g\1qo48`g\o41mb
4i1u4,/a1̀yv0b>
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4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?

•  In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

     In the spring time, yes.  Whatever the season
     is, we Inuit hunt seals for their meat.

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

•  In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

•  In the open-water season by boat?
•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?
•  At other times of year and/or using other

techniques or approaches?

      I only hunt seals with rifles now.  Back in those
      days, I used to hunt seals with harpoon.  The
      rifle is what I use most often now for seal
      hunting.  Sometimes, when there are a number
      of seal hunters, they will use the harpoon.

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V

•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?

dp41`z48`x1aòv1z5< è. 4,1zucko y4i4x0ty8
ntvs̀s1a8,0b didkl dp41`zkl<
4,1zuc1atla cd\dzlc48tla>

•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5
N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V
•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?
•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u

;8`b41`ug4,48tla?
•  emuc41u5 duck5?
•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5 mtbdth5?
•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48

ntvsat4,48Kt5?

b7no cgv]`.r\v 4kidj5 ntvs1y48<
4,kt`kzlc48bd48 d`n41j5
ntvs4,bd.d48g1zdzlc48< 4kid5 `b7n
cgv]`.ro48bv> cùs0ly ntc-yvs8Ky
d`n41j5 p1u`]zle5>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you
     hunt in a particular way?

•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the
map.

%. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-qz]8b41h5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

      No, we go seal hunting where we think there
      will be seals.  The seals do not stay at one
      place.  We have to look for them, this is how
      we hunt them.  [Locations marked on attached
      map.]

nd8< njuc48 pb4,v\48`g\48gj5 4iyrc48/8ga5>
e.1zy `hwm̀s1a1mb ǹt5< b̀myben48
e5g1n1qmb< 4iy48Kta pb4,41y1z pns8/8ga5>

Ringed seal pups: N5tx=̀i5:

6.   When do ringed seals have their pups?

      Today is the month of March, there are seal

^. 4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

bem `mn ``m521ao41m bem< è. ui]koe5
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       pups now but probably very tiny. ntc`.1aoco48g8xd]5 bem mn>

7. Are there particular locations where pups are most
commonly found?
•  If YES… Please mark on the map where these

places are located.
•  Are pups found in these locations every spring,

or only in some years?
•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know

where pups can be found?

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?

•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>
•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5.

s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48 4,d=m4,b48p5
n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

No.  The seal pups are born under the snow, I
think the seals deliver their pups between the
snow and the ice, close to where the seals’
breathing holes are.  [Locations marked on
attached map.]

nd8< ntc-`y5 bmkc nyuc48 wk c`by< e`.
c;td0l ẁk0l cky1zy b`my e41yc1a4`k41mb
cGlu< b̀my pns8bd8g5>

8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z` ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?

•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5
tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

      Yes.  I have seen it myself.  Often the foxes
      have already been to the seal pup’s den.  You
      could tell by the way it had been dug.  The
      same with the polar bears.  They hunt for seal
      pups too.

n,< 4,d=4,b48wm]1z`l̀y5 trzycy5< cGl `b7n
ntc-y48b4,48g-yd\`v1z4,e cGz8bd0ly
trzyc4Z]1y5 p\dy`k8g48> c7m nhe5
bemn0bd48 ntc-y48wd`s1a1u1mb d0l48gw`z1z
dp41z8xoco`v1z5< bemntc58 c1ans̀sbd48>

Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
      themselves?

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

As soon as the weather is not too cold
anymore, the seals are on the ice.  They’ll be in
their breathing holes all winter.  As soon as the
breathing hole starts getting bigger, the seal
will make it bigger so that it can go up on the
ice.  This is when it isn’t too cold anymore.

b`my e`i4nf1`yogc`v1z5 4,8wmo`s1a]5< b̀my
g41udbe5 didl8`b48 cGlu1`y4`,48Kt8<
cGl4,48Kt8< b7n 4ko4,f1`yogc`v1z5<
e1u1yG̀l̀y5 cGz8KyZ]8 4k.dKa 4,8wmo`s1a]5
e`i41nf1`yogc`v1z5>

10.  During the open-water season where are ringed !). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
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      seals commonly found? Ni/s`ha?5V

      Anywhere in the water, you will find the seals.
      They can be up in the inlet, you can usually see
      the seals in that area too.  Once the ice goes

away, you are able to spot seals more easily in
the water.

b`my nyuc48 bk8xd.d`s5 èmy< b`myl
c8x41y41u `my bmn \ nt4,v]8/8Ky<
b`mylc1a4̀k48g58< e`. 4,8wm4,bf1`y`v1zu8 e`my
bk8xdz]1y48xdo`s1a1mb>

What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
      (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
      which of these animals seals eat.)

      I don’t really know this.  It is probably kinguk’s
      [amphipods] and cod fish and probably others.
      [Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?

No, I have never really observed this, so I don’t
know that.

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V
Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5
wk4tg9l.H

b7n 4,d=m7mr1qu\v< e7m4`, i1a1yGl
`dz41yGl< cw1qyG̀lzlc48>

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?

nd8 4,d=x.d48wm1qnm b7m6n 4,d=7m1qbv>

Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP

12.  Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
       that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

•  In the number of seals?
•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?
•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,

lungs, …)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

      I have not really noticed anything like that, but

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1`z`b n`t5 eGlòz4]1u
d`l̀y5 4,y`by`5?

•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?
•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?
•  nyw4,b41`y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9`l8`i5 s}?``l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9`l8`i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l̀y5 Ǹs4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?
•  p4kw1qyG`l̀y5?
•  iEc6b6bq9`l8`i5 GxexD3usbq5HV

b7m6n dZ=rlc1qbvlcr\v< be0smy7u9o
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      it seems that there are less seals around now
      than there were before.  I don’t know why that
      is.  Back in those days, when the seals start
      going on the ice in the spring time, there used
      to be a lot of them, these days, it seems there
      aren’t as many anymore.

Hilarie:  You haven’t noticed any other
changes?
Leonard:  No.
Hilarie:  Have you heard or found a dead seal
and not know the reason why it died?
Leonard:   No, it’s not often you see that.

nt4,v]1qy48xd`\o41mo `b7n eGlo`z4Z̀]0
4,yq̀\< sǹj1m1`z`l 4,d=m1qKa> be0smyo
4,io`v1zb w`k0 4`,1z`y4,bo`v1zb
nto7mrc̀l.d48wmzlc41m5< `m6n
cZ=q1qy48xdo48`b< pb4,v]1qy48xd`]\o48g48>
He.rP cw1q6y8 4,d=wm`-5?
;go8P nd8>
He.rP gx48wm`-5 bkwm-9`l6`y5 g48k1z]u8
4,d=m1qOKa bemem1`z5?
;go8P bkz]1qnm bemnegy8>

13. Do ringed seals from different locations taste
       different?

•  If YES… What are these differences?
•  Which ones do you prefer?

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5
cZ=`q1q̀.5?
•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5?
•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

It’s not very often that I go other places, so I
don’t really know this.

nh`o5 cwchc48bv]1qlcj5 b7m6n c7m
dZ=r1q7u\v< 4,d=7m1qu\v>

14. Have there been times when you could not catch
      enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
      or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
      or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
      come to an ice edge?

•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

      A long time ago, before the Inuit people got together
      here in Chesterfield Inlet, it used to be really hard
      hunting seals, most often in  the winter time.  There
      weren’t that many seals then and it would be really
      cold too.  The hunters would wait by the breathing
      hole.  Sometimes I would join in seal hunts.  It used

to be harder to hunt seal in the winter time.  It
wasn’t as hard when spring came, because there
were more seals on the ice.

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l< nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky<
d`l̀y5 n`t5 cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8<
d`l̀y5 w`ǹyg1`y48Kt8?
•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l

ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?

be0smy< `e< ehgend0lb< dy hno1u
,t48s48wm4`,vb `e didklc48 c8sf41n48/.d48g48<
ntvs8Ky< nt4,lc̀vl8/.d1qm5
e`i41n48gc`ltla ẁn1zy b`my cGlkl
ntvs8/.d48wmzlc41mb 4,d=4,b.dv0i5<
e.d8K1z`l`y5 è.yk5< c]41n41y48xd.d48g48
did1atla< dp41z8`x1aòv1z5
c]41n1qy48xdo48/8g58 cu`sy48xdo48Kt8 sk0l
4`,1z`yo48Kt8< c]41n1qy48xdo48/.d48g5>

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5
cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?
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      Seal hunting was very important back then,
       because we had dogs.  These days, we do not
       have dogs anymore, so it’s not as important
       anymore.  Of course we still hunt them,
       because we want to eat the meat and we still
       have use for the skin.  The seal is still very
       useful, this is why we still hunt them.

iwcyo 4i1u4,48/.d48Kb b7m6n c8scl8
pns8/.d48wmz0ta< 4i1u4,48/a1`y48Kb
nt1q,lc48Kyo e8p1nlc48/1qo48g58> è.
yr]m0ltabd48< c7m y4i1q5 cg48g7mrd1mb
sngen41j5 pnsen48/8bvlc48;5>

•  Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

•  When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

      I don’t know the reason why the seals become
      scarce, maybe because there are increases in
      the polar bear?  I don’t know.

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?
•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5

4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-d8
d̀l`y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-5 N`s4l
ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

sn`j1m1`z5 b7m6n 4,d=7m1qbv< nd8
giw]1n1qbv< e7m4̀, nhelic48
cu`slco41mb< 4,hic48>

For hunters that have lived in other
communities as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlo`z4]1ulP

15.  Have you noticed any differences between seals
       near Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations
       where you have lived?

•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

!%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5
kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

      (Always lived in Chesterfield Inlet.) Nid`vy4,d`]M

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:

16. Do you have other information or knowledge about
seals that you wish to  share?

!^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?

      Yes, a little bit.  I have a little bit to say.  The
       seals have always been useful to us and up to
       today, still are.  The seal skins are used to
       make clothing. ie; outer pants, parka, mittens,
       kamiks, some people used them to make

b7mkc n`ty`. cg48g7mr1mrd.d41mb< `m6nl
so cg48Kt8> 4iw1q5 `ch`vr8Ktal<
4,4oq0lta< c7m 4kobr0lta5 ;clq0lta<
,uq0lta5< e.1q̀l`y5 c8K`nod48bd0lt8l
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       ropes and the skin used to be sold to make a
       little bit of money.  The skin wasn’t the only
       thing useful, the seal fat was very useful.  It
       was used a lot before we got to live in houses.
       The meat of the seal was and still is very
       useful too.  Up to today we still eat some of the
       organs too.  The whole part of the seal is still
       very useful to us, the meat, the organs, and
       the skin.

cg48/.d41mb< e.1ql yd0fbdns8Kt8<
sǹbfbd`v4Z]8/.d41mb> 4i`w6n1zd1qg48
d48sl8`b1z eGl4Z]c41`u4`,vb
cg48g7mrd.d48wm]48> c7m y4i1z< ev-
1qb̀l`y5 e.1q5 yr4,bd8,0ta5< mǹl`y5 so<
snl8̀bf]c cgl8`b48g58< yr\d]1n41yl8`b1q5
c7m 4iw1q5 cg48g7mrd0ly c6h`v1a0lyl
bem d4,4,dzm< cg41y4,tc48g6>





Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Leo Mimialik

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo8Kt8 cp48s48bd]48 od uuco8

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1.  How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5 w[li`Z3J1uV

      For a long while now.  Ever since the time
      when the only white people were the Roman
      Catholic priests and the RCMP.  I started seal
      hunting with my father on the sea ice in the
      winter time.  It used to be tiring and it is hard
      work.  If you don’t catch a seal, that meant
      you don’t have food and no heat in the igloo.
      These days, we don’t use the seal fat anymore,
      but I do still hunt seals, because the skin can
      be used for kamiks.

cky,.8 bem1z5 e8wv4Z]el ;i48b`ol
b`m`ytlq5< 4,0l̀n`gtlq5 ntvs8gy5
e.do.d48g1z mdo48gy8 didk5> b4,n48g48
c7m c8sf41n48Ky nt1qgc48gyl y4i4,Z`\ny
c7m ekm4,Z`\1qm5 bem1z5 d0luj5so
ekmq]1`y48bvlc48;5 y4iq0lql ,u8xd0ltGl
so ntvs8g1z d0luj5 tiKa>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
•  If YES… Where and for how long?

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

•  xqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

      Yes.  Back in those days, when there weren’t that
      many white people yet, we did not live in
      communities.  It is only when the school system
      came around that we became a community because
      the children had to attend school.  In winter and
      spring we lived in the near parts of Chesterfield
      Inlet, so we are close to the shore where we can
      hunt seals.  In the fall, we moved inland to gather up
      some caribou skins for clothing.

`e< b`my hno1̀y/.d1qn0b 4,0l̀n4,lc48tna<
eoyc41y48 iwcy cd.41m5 ,tbd`x41y`kz0b
hb4,[5< hb4,5 eoycrc4,o41mb
hno1àx41y`kz0b> b`my 4,ygu ctl8`b0ty
brdu b`my dp41`zkl dic8`xj5 tiKa
brd`u/8g-ydz0b ntvs8Kb c7m dic8xk5
b8/d1z hnj5 ch̀v8x48wdrco48/.dv0b>

•   Have you lived in other communities? •  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

Yes.  As I was growing up, my parents moved
to different parts of this area.  They moved
around because they survived only on the live
animals that moved around the area.  We
followed the animals that we survived on.  This
was both close to shore and inland, this is how

      we used to be.

`e< ny b̀my pf48/oc0l1z y4]th5
mo,bgen48gy8< y4]`tn41h5 dmns.d41m5
c1z]4`,r.d48`b,8 bekc8> b`my hnu
y4]t4,48g`ulco48/8Kb ny mo,buc48Kq5<
brdul hnul beme`g.d48ga5>



Leo Mimialik

13

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?
•  For clothing?
•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V
•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V
•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV
•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V
•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V
•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

      Yes.  Back in those days, there were no boots.
      Seal skins were the only source of kamiks.
      Skins were made into rain coats or other
      things that we use now for bad weather.  There
      were no tents either, so those of us that lived
      by the shore depended on the seal’s skin for
      tent.  The seal’s meat is good.  We, older
      people, still have a longing for the seal meat,
      we grew up eating it.  Seal is very important
      to us.  They are useful in a lot of ways.

`e< ǹt5< ,`ml8b4,48/.d1qm5 ,u8xgcr.dv0ta<
c7m w.l8wdtb4,48/.d1qm5 c7m
gp4,rc4,48/.dv0b b`my brd41udbd]ta5
nt41y8> ,uq0lta bemn< c7ml y4ic<
tu0th5 e6nd]8xd]ta5 y4ic b7m6n
yr]mend\v0ta5 pfftqz0ta
c8s`ft`qn4,b48b[< 4,hl8`b48 n`t5 c̀gt4,48g5>

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
How do you hunt them?

Yes.  Today, we have it so easy for anything now,
we are in comfort.  We have binoculars that help us
see a far ways off.  With the binoculars, you look at
seals basking in the sun, and you are able to tell that
there is a seal pup by its fur.  You go to it with your
hunting gear, which is now an ease to use, you get
close to the seal pup and you get it.  These days, in
the spring you do not hunt as much seal pups as you
used to.

•  In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Back in those days, when my parents were still alive,
we used to hunt seal pups a lot.  Sometimes we could
just grab the seal pups with the help from our dogs.  We
would break open the ice and take the seal pup, this is
when the seal pups still aren’t able to go in the water.
This is how we used to seal hunt.  In the spring time, we
would hunt for seal pups in the seals’ breathing holes
with the harpoon too.

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V

`e< d0lu c]41nf1`y41m5 sngene5 eKco41mb<
4i1at4,48Kbl d1zw8gj5 bdg8gy8< 4,8wm]y8 bmkc
4i1a8u8Lq e1n ntc1a1m5 nln1q,dtq1m5 u4kc
bk0la< be, d41y8Ka< c1aǹst5 eKco41mb
4,Gogc41m bem p\r0lal< cu`s1qgy8 dp41̀zk5
ntvs8/o48ga>

•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?
•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5

N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

be0smy c1z]4`,,8 so e`htlq5
ntcvs8,7mrc`l.d48wm]a5> è.y8k5 ntc5
cGz0th5 tagen48Kta5 4iu0ty5 e8,]48t4,48Kb
p.d48wm]a5> w8k w4kuKa bemn ntc41y5
taw.d41u]a5< ntc5 so em41jc41y48 c]48tlq5>
bemn nt48wd48/.d48ga5> dp41`zk5
ntc48wd48/.d48ga5 cGly5 d̀n41y5 cg48Kb>

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V
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Yes, when the seals are on the ice basking in the
sun, we go hunting by snowmobile.  These days,
we hunt usually on Saturdays or  Sundays when
we are not working.  Today we are able to go far
and hunt because our  hunting equipment are a lot
faster.  What would have taken days by dog team,
can now take us only a few hours.  These days we
are a lot more comfortable in the way we hunt, and
it seems a lot easier.

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes, it is easier to hunt seal pups in the spring
time by snowmobile when they are basking in
the sun.  It is convenient by snowmobile and
you can take your family with you.  You take
them out to enjoy the nice weather and go seal
hunting.  When you catch a seal, you eat the
meat, we enjoy doing this.

•  In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

In the summer, we prefer the seal pups than the adult
seals.  Their skins are nicer than the adult seals’ skins
and the seal pups are bigger by this time.  It is easier to
hunt the seal pups by boat.  I enjoy hunting seals at this
time more than any other time of the year, and you can
recognize the seal pups too.

•  In the open-water season by boat?

It has to be with a rifle.  There aren’t that many
people in the Kivalliq region, there might be a
few that might use a net, but not that many.
We have to use the rifle.

•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?
•  At other times of year and/or using other

techniques or approaches?

`e< bemn wi`gk5 4,8wm]4,41n48wtla d0lu
por1qy48 `b7n `xnbeocfw48l xnbeol cg48Ka
s̀i`gk5 ntvs8/o48ga5> d1zw8gcl1j5 ti/ov0b
ni48gcl1y8 p4,ov0b 4ij8wj5 cusy8
b1̀mrc4,.d48`gzlc48 y4]th5 ti/ov0ta5
eKrov0b c]41n1qy48xd`\o48g48 d0lu>

•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?

`e< dp41z8`xk5 c]41n1qy48xd1mb ntc5
4,itlq5< 4,8wmo48tlq5>  ẁi`gk5 eKc48Ky
c7m hbvr\e5< hocr\48 p4,tq0la
ip1ae\48Ka w.bd4,bo48tla ntvs8Ky
yr4,btc48Ky nt48g4,b48Kyl
cocnegc`l1m5>

•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u
;8`b41`ug4,48tla?

cd\1a48tlao ntc-`y5 ;è\4,bdo48tlq5
bmky1z nt41y8 e6n41y8 so
4iwtcr1y48xd1qn4,b41mb ntc-y4l
c1q]c`lo48Kt8< duck5 duc48g48Ky
c]41n1qy48xd0lt8l no4s48wrc48Kt8<
8k-cn41y48xd1u]48 cd\k5 ntvs48Kq5
ntc-`y5 nln1qu]5 porcr0lq5>

•  emuc41u5 duck5?

4kidj5 iwcy< mtbdwry48 `mn b`my io41u
cu`slc1qg5 pb4,lc48`g\1qm5> cùs1qg5 iwcy
cg4,b48g5 nln1q̀gzle5> 4kidj5 cg48Kb
iwcy>

•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5 mtbdth5?
•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48

ntvsat4,48Kt5?
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      Yes, back in those days, when I was older and
      able to help, I would go out seal hunting with
      my father.  I had never gone to school, ever.

At that time, at winter time when it was really
cold, we would go seal hunting.  We would
hunt with harpoons, and wait by the breathing
holes.  We would not get back home until it
was dark.  The seal fat was the only source of
heat, this is why they had to hunt the seals, it
was the only thing that kept us warm.  We
would do this every day.  My father was not the
only one doing this, other families did the same
thing too.  I know that this was how it used to
be.

`

`e be0smy p]1n48wzme`.< e,]f1n48wzm
eoyc.d48wm1qnm< eoyc4,bd.d48wm1qnm
4,0l̀ny `my eoyc4-1u< be0smy didk5
bemn b48tla èi41n48gcl1u cd.48Kb
mdo48gy e,]48/.d48g1z< iwcy
b48wtc48tla ti/8Kb 4,dgb`m5 bemn<
ekmZ]tgcrz0ta< d4`kZ]tgcrz0ta
ntvs8/.d48g5 be0kc 4,d=.d48b, c1z]4`,,
c7ml e.q.d48b,< be0kc bemne`g.d41m5
4,d=mtc48bv b7m6n>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you
     hunt in a particular way?

•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the
map.

No, if we had caught a seal in a certain breathing hole,
we knew that we had to go to another breathing hole
the next time we hunted seal.  We had to go to different
areas to hunt.  It could be close by and it could be
further.  [Locations marked on attached map.]

%. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-qz]8b41h5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

c,0bd48< `c,> `b7n nt48-q.d48b[5
cwch1zrc4,48/.d41m5 be0smy mdo48/8Kb<
c[1z mdo48Jrc58gj5 4iy48Kb< cy
nt4,48/1m c7m bmd1z 4,ygjl d1zw8gjl
bemn cZ=`q1qgy8 ntvs1y4,48/.d48g5 be0kc
4,d=.d48wm\,o>

Ringed seal pups: N5tx=̀i5:

6.   When do ringed seals have their pups? ^.   4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

      Some seals had seal pups already.  It was in
      the middle of February a hunter that was
      going caribou hunting found a seal den that
      had been broken up by a fox.  As of now, it is
      for sure that there are seal pups now, there
      are plenty of them now.  They’re under the
      snow.

bem bdy -0]cru e.1q5 ntc-
y4,o.d48g5< -0]cr b`my 4itcy> bem
b8`/ỳl`y5 b8/d1z g8goc48gu8 hn4\1z
w4kubdyku n`5tc48g4,.d48w`my8g48 trzycu5
t8ibc]u8 cGz8bd0ly ntc48 b`my -0]cru
4itcy> bem `mn ntc1ao48g5 bem
cu`so48g5 b̀my brd0 c`by hn4]0 eGl4,48g5>
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7.  Are there particular locations where pups are most
     commonly found?

•  If YES… Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

•  Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>
•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5.

s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48 4,d=m4,b48p5
n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

      No, I don’t know if the seal pups are found only
      in one place.  Just like us humans, seals
      survive on food.  They survive on fish.  The
      breathing holes are where the fish are.
      Breathing holes could be close to each other
      or can be far from each other.  Therefore the
      seal pups can be close to each other or far
      from each other too.  [Locations marked on
      attached map.]

c,< cbdwgen41u ny\d`s1a1m1̀z`b
4,d=m1q,lc48g1z< n`t5 nygen48bd48
bemnbd48 d0tg5 `s4,em y4i4,rc4,vu8 brdu
b`my `dz4,41y41u nyl8`b48 cGl4,41mb brdu<
e.1q5 4,ỳq8Kt8 c[1`zl8 ntc5< ntc`r8
4,y`q8/8Kt8 ntcle5 bmkc< d1zw`q8/8KtGl<
nyge`n41u1mb ǹt5 bmkc pf4-q\1q5
hn4]e5>

8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

It is obvious that the polar bear and the foxes
survive on food too, so when the seal pups are
born, you tend to see polar bears and foxes

      more often around where the seal pups are
born. How we know the polar bear and the foxes are
hunting seals is when the ice is still thin enough to be
dug through. Also in some areas when there is lots of
ice to make a den is when the polar bear and the foxes
had hunted before you.

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z` ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?
•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5

tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

nln1q,dtq]58 bmkc nhel trzycl
y4ij5 iwcy `dm1mb e1uy8bd48
dmt6nsqc4,vu8< bemn ntc4,41n48w\`v1z5
nhe5 bk8xdxvey48xdo`s5 c7m
trzyc4,4y48xdo`s48 b7m6n ntc48wdoy48
b7m6n deac48< e`. wy-ydyv48/8,0ta5 m6n
myvd1qg48 w`n1a.d48Ky did48/ocy1zh5
m6n x5t8woc1m5 m6n wy-y48 w[o48`/
ntc4,v]8g58< c7m bd1n ntc4,`s1a]48
b7m6n c;t4k48g]48 hn4\4,o`s1a1m5 nh9l
trzyc9l cgco`s1z6>

Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9.  When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
      themselves?

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

About now [early March] , the seals are starting
to go on the ice now.  Once their breathing hole is
open, they’ll start going up on ice.  The seals that
are further down are  starting to go on the ice now,

bem `mn bdny e`i41n1qb`v1z c;t4,1qgu
bdny wku 4,8wm4,bo41mb> bem cGl1q5
4k.e48/b c;5 b7m6n cGlu cd8/oc]48
c;ti6nu 4,8wm4,to48/oc1mb `mn
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the ones closer to the shore are still not out yet. hn48/w1y48xd`so 4,8wm1q`gzle5>

10.  During the open-water season where are ringed
       seals commonly found?

!). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
Ni/s`ha?5V

      When there is no more ice, seals survive on
      fish too, so they follow the fish’s movements.
      Sometimes they go close to the shore.  It
      seems easier to catch seals when the ice is
      gone.

n`t5 wk4,f1`y48tla< c7m0bd48 bmkh1z
e4,l1y8 sngen41hbd48 c7m n`tbd48 d0tg5
bemn `dmns1uzu8< `dz41hl< e4,l1hl
mogenvu8 b`my brd0< hnd0
iGo1zhc48/8Kt8< bemne/1mb b̀my
nyge`n4,b41u]5 wk4,f1`yvlc48tla ǹt5
c]41n1qy48xd`\o4,b41u]4`l̀y5 wk4,f1`y48tla>

What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11.  What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
       (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
       which of these animals seals eat.)

•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V
Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5 wk4tg9l.H

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?

They have cod fish, fish, kanajuq’s [a type of fish with
a huge head] and others too in their stomachs. They
have any kind of sea animals in their stomachs.  [Prey
animals indicated on attached pages.]

      In the summer time the seals are slimmer.  As the
winter is coming the seals start to fatten again. The
seals are bigger in the winter time. They follow the
coldness in Nunavut.

sngen41y8< `dz41yGl c4icf41udb4,48/8Kt8<
e4,l1yGl< ,n]41yGl< bmky1z brd41u
`dm]y8bd48 yr\d8gy8 c4icf41udb4,`s1a]5>

bemn cd\7mrdtla x9`ly48xd4,b41mb> b`my
e`i41n48woco`v1z5 `b48w4,bo48/octla `cz2u
b`myd4`k48 4ke8t/oc0lt8 bmd1z didl8`b48
4ke`yno4,b48g5> e`i41n48woc]48 hn[5
mo8Ka>

Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP

12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
       that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

•  In the number of seals?
•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1`z`b n`t5 eGlòz4]1u
d`l`y5 4,y`by`5?
•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?
•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?
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•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,

lungs, …)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

They say that there are changes in the seals.
The seals that are from around here, close to
the shore, the ones we are used to seeing
are huge and the further inland, they are huge,
they’re big as Square Flippers.  We call them
Tuvaqmiutait [the ones that are from the ice].
The ones we see around here are smaller.
There are 3 different sizes.  The Tuvaqmiutait are
huge, ones we hunt around here are a little bit
smaller, although still huge, and the seals that are
from down further are smaller and they have better
meat.   These are all seals.  The smallest ones do
come around here too, probably around September,
we call these Imaqpangmiutait [the ones from the
deeper waters].  I have not really seen any changes.
Of course I had noticed a seal that isn’t healthy, but
that is like anything else that lives.  Like us humans,
we all get ill, you can notice on some seals, like in
their organs, that the seal was ill.  I have seen this
once in awhile as I was growing up.
Hilarie:  There isn’t much changes from that
time up to now?
Leo:  Myself, I haven’t noticed much change.
The scientists say that there will be no more
polar bears when the ice melts due to global
warming.  This warming will have an affect on
what the polar bear eats.  I know this part,
even if there is no more ice due to global
warming, the seals that are around here will
still be able to bask in the sun on the beach,
and they will still be having seal pups on the
beach too.  If a seal is going to have a seal
pup, she will not have it in the water, she
will go on the land to deliver the pup.  This
way, I think the polar bear will have a lot more
access to getting the seal pups.  We have seen
this on TV shows, sea lions or elephant seals
basking in the sun on the land.  It’s the same
around here, we see seals basking in the sun
on land, we see this quite often.  I think this is
how it’s going to be.

•  nyw4,b41`y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9`l8`i5 s}?``l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9`l8`i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l̀y5 Ǹs4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?
•  p4kw1qyG`l̀y5?
•  iEc6b6bq9`l8`i5 GxexD3usbq5HV

bem6n d4,4,b48g1zo cwZ=48/oc]5> ǹt5
mkc `my dh1z bd[1z emen41jcseg5< `my
g41udbdyv48b[5< nt48;5 b`my c1q]c`l1mb
e.1q5 `/y 4,mygc0 u8`x`yg5 dGZ]8tg5
c1qtq1mb g41udbe`a48< dh1z brdj5
cd.48/1qg5> c7m b`my brd41u bk8b[5 n`t5
`my 4,8wm8Kt8 bdny w`nyl c1a8b[5
ui6y48xdq0lt8> ǹto b`my 4itcy41udbe5
uigk`l1mb> p1zs5 cZ=`q1qmb ǹtndzlc48Kt8<
d8kc g41udbe5 c1q]4Z]c`vle5 ntdzlc5>
c7m `b7n c1ans8/8b[5 b̀my wy0ty 4,8wm8g5
g41udby8 uiy48xdq0lt8 c1qzlcr0lt8>
be0kco n`t5 bdny em48p1udbe5 uig5
y4itcd0lt8< n`tndzlehkc bmd1z
ti/1ù]zlc5< e7m4`, x0`b7/ b`my
cgo48tla be0kc ntc`.5 em48p1udbe5
ti/1u1mb bmd1z nt4,o4,b48g48>
cwZ=48/oc1m1̀z`b 4,d=]1n1qg1zo< `e< e`.y
4,d=.d48/,lc48g1z< `s4,em ingen48 `dm]48<
cy48`x48g48g48 `cyc`s1a1m5 ehG̀l`y5< ǹt5
e.1q5 cyc41y4,48/8g5 nln1qg5 bmkc
sn1q5 t1a1ql< `dmt1q5< c4icf1q5< e`.y
b8k6n.d48/8g5 bem1zo`m5 bk.d48/8g1z
bem1z5 pf48/oc0l1z>
He.rP cwZ=48/oclc48`g\1q̀g5 bem1z5?
odP d7ho `e< 4,d=c.8/1qnm 4,d=m]4]c5
d4,48`gzle5 be0kc xec6t2< bem`a48
nh4,f1`yf`m41m5 wk4,f1`y48/ y4i8x4,f1`yft8>
d1zo d`[n 4,d=m\v bmkc nt48;5
wk4,f1`yvlc48/5 `my ty6y41u 4,8wmyc41mb
c7m hb4id41yc41mb< `s4l ntc48`bfmofy
e`my ntc48`bZ`\1qm5 hnu iwcy> nh5
esm48so48`/o>>>è. wk4,f1`yvlc48/ nt41y5
nh5 esm48so48`/o41ycvsq\,< `s4l br\dty8
bdg8/8,-5 be0kc co/65 wd9 hnu
4,8wm`s1a1mb< ǹtbd48 b`my wk4,f1`y48/5
4,8wm]5 nygen48 bk1uz0ta5 b̀my hnen41u<
e`. hnu t6yy41u cùs8g`l`y5> `b7no
d1zo esmq\v bemn bem6neycvsq\v>
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•  In the number of animals found dead and/or how
            they died?

•  N5`t4 gdzJ5 Ni/siq5 x7ml ck6
gd8i3m`zbV

       No, other than a seal having a wound, I have
       never noticed or heard of anyone finding a
       dead seal for no particular reason.  Of
       course I’ve seen a dead seal, but because it
       had been wounded by a polar bear or humans.

nd8 bemn eio48bdwm]u8< e`.
eio48bdwm1qgu8 nt41u8 nyw]u8
bem1z,`.l8 4,d=.d48wm1qg1z `cyc41y41j5
snj5 b̀my 4,d=.d48wm1qtc48g1z
dy0̀,48g4,48g48`l̀y5 bem,.fl8 e`hovlcvm
4,d=.d48wm1qnm< iwcy e8i9o48bdy`k\`v1zu8
snj5 nh41j5 c7m`l̀y5 eh1j5
c6ne\d6y`k\`v1zu8< `e g4k1z]4,.d48/8`gzlc48>

13. Do ringed seals from different locations taste
       different?

•  If YES… What are these differences?
•  Which ones do you prefer?

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5
cZ=`q1q̀.5?

•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5?
•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

Yes, they have different tastes.  Coral Harbour isn’t that
far from where we live, but the seals around there taste
better than the seals around here.  The further you go
up, the better tasting they get and vice versa.  The
further you go down, Rankin Inlet, Whale Cove, Arviat,
and Churchill, the taste is different.  The further you go
north, they taste better.

`e< cZ=`q1qg5< ,6ntckl8o x9o48 nt1q5
bmgm nt1qy8 mm41y48xd1u]5 ety48xd1m5
brd1z c7m bdh1z 4ii48`bl1h5 bdh1z
pqc8,y48Ky nt1q5 mm48g5> bd[1z b`m1z
eGlòz4Z]1u5 c[1z ,1q48Jy41j5< tiv4Z]c41j5<
c4-ch5< `kGZ]c41j5 nt1q5 bd[1z
mmf1̀y48/oc1mb> bd[z1o nd`\5< x`o5<
4ii48`bl8< bd7n eGlo8 nttcr8gcl8>

14.  Have there been times when you could not catch
      enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
      or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
      or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
      come to an ice edge?

Yes.  All of us humans, as individuals are
different from each other.  Females and males
are different from each other.  Some women
are good at making clothing and sewing,
some aren’t as good.  It is the same for men,
hunting wise.  Some men are good hunters
and some aren’t.  When you are hunting for
anything, you don’t just wait for the animal,
you have to work hard to get it.  For some
hunters, even if  they worked really hard, they
still had a hard time in hunting.  The hunter
knew he had to provide for his family, dogs

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l< nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky<
d`l̀y5 n`t5 cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8< d`l`y5
ẁn`yg1`y48Kt8?

`e< be0smy< `s4,em eh8ta5 cZ=̀q1qn0b<
c41nl c1atl cZ=`q1qmb< e.1q5 c41n5
p7mr8`g0lt8 `ch`vodf1ntc48g5 e1u1y8<
e.1qbd48 c]vu8 p1mb< c7m0bd48 c1atta5
bemneuz0b e.1q5 c1an5g4l8Kt8< e.1q5
c1an5gr8Kt8< bemn mygen4ly c]41n41m5
sn c1ans1yc4ly> iwcy bemn e.1qbd48
c]en48Kt8< p]1n41yt8 cg48Ka bem
c]1q/.d41mb< 4i1u9l hb4,9l< ehe5
hn4,t6 `dmtns8Ka c1ans1y1q5
c8sf58g7mrd.d48g5< be0smy cZ=q]1̀y48`b>
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and other families too.  The hunters had

always worked really hard to provide food
for his family and dogs.  These days, it isn’t
the same anymore.

•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

•  Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

•  When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

      Ever since I can remember, I haven’t really
      noticed any change in the seals.  They still
      have pups, so their numbers are still
      increasing.

Hilarie:  You haven’t noticed the seals
becoming scarce?
Leo:  Some animals, like us humans, have to
work hard to earn some money, they are the
same, you can’t just get at them anytime you
want to, but you have to work hard to get at
them, some times, you can’t get anything at all.
They say that the seals are becoming scarce,
but I don’t think they are.  The animals move to
different areas.  For example, sometimes there
aren’t anymore caribou around Chesterfield
Inlet, but you know that they will come back
around in the near future.  It is the same with
the seals.  They move to different areas.  All
the animals know too.  This is how I think it is.
In the summer time, the seal has less fat on
them.  They start getting fatter, probably by
August, they stay fat all winter.  They start
getting fatter as it is getting colder.

•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l
ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?

•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5
cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?
•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5

4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-d8
d`l̀y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-5 N`s4l
ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

nd8< n`t5 bmkc< bem1z5 4,d=zm
s4kw48`g`\1qg5 e41yd48/8Kt8< cus1a48/oc]bd48
bemn bk8xd]5< e7m6n>
He.rP c]41n48wlc`vl.d48wm1q̀g5?
odP bem1z5 y4]`t5 c]41n48gcle5> `ind\48
c]41n`s1a1m5 bemn c]41ǹs1azle5 iwcy
y4]t5 bemn esm48̀sbd1qg5 iwcy bG[1z
pns8Kq5 c8sf48Ky0bd48 pyc1q,lc48Kq5
e`.y p̀s1a1mb bemn s4kwlc48`g\r1qb,>
iwcy d4,48g4,48/8`gzlc48 n`t`a48 h1ao48g5<
h1aovsq4,b1qb,o md1z< `e mkc y4]tbd48
cd`.41mb< n].d1qb5< `s4l bem< g8g5
`d8gvdtqla< eGlòz4Z]8 ` g8g4,1q.48 m6n
4,yq\1z bem 4,ka g8g4,of`m41m5< c7m ǹt5
bemn0bd48 eGl48`b41mb< `s4l noc1h1zd]5<
md1zd]5 bemn< bem c1q]cl1m0bd48
c[1zd8Kt8< md1zd8Kt8< bd[1zd8Kt8<
y4]t5 4,d=m]c`lzu8< tiZ̀]u8Kt8<
c[1z48/8Kt8< bemne`gnsq\vo `mn>

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlo`z4]1ulP

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals !%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
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near Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations
     where you have lived?

•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5

kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

(Already answered) Nid`vy4cd`]M

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:

16.  Do you have other information or knowledge about
seals that you wish to share?

       Our ancestors who were “real hunters”, there
       still are a few “real hunters” around, they
       didn’t have anything else in mind other than
       to hunt.  There are a number of things that we
       have to think about these days; religion, work,
       school and others, like money.  Our
       ancestors didn’t have to worry about these
       things, therefore, they knew all the animal’s
       movements.  These days, we really don’t
       know.  I myself don’t really know.  I only know
       about what I have heard about.

!^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?

`e< ǹt5 bmkc c1ans8tmrd.d48g5 be0kc
w[o[5< `mnso cuckb4,d48g48> `dm]5< snu8
esmq\4,lc.d1qmb mky1z sngen41y8<
g8wc41y48 bemd8`gzlc48 c7m xn\8x48 c7m
eoyc41y58< mkc `ind\48 esmq\dlc.d48tnq5
bmkc ehe5 be0kc y4]t5 cd.6yl8`btc1qy8
ǹtl b`my brd0 y4]t1q5 4,hey1q5
4,d=mtc.d48g5 be0kc ehe5> dao `mn<
d1z`o`. 4,d=mtc1qg1z gxdmgen48g1z<
bemeg1z>





Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Andre Tautu

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo4Lt4 xW6h6bsJ6

c6g̀r bdg

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1. How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5 w[li`Z3J1uV

As soon as I was able to hunt seals, I starting hunting
them.  I started hunting seals as a young boy.

bem1z5 ntvsa1n48wgcvm mk8`g0l1z mk1y7y8
be,1z5 ntvsqc,dtq.d48wm]1z>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
•  If YES… Where and for how long?
•  Have you lived in other communities?

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

•  xqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

•  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

Yes, wherever I go I try to hunt seal.  I have
lived in Baker Lake for about 3 years.  I have
seen seals too, but never caught one up there.

`e< nyuc48 nj1zuc`v1zm nt4,48gj5
nt4,gc`v1z5 ntvs8/8g1z ynuc48>
4,mygc41`u.d48wm1u]1z didh5 p1zsh5<
iwcy nt41y bkZ̀]u`\4,b.d48wm1u]1z b8p,y>
iwcy nt.d1qg1z>

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?
•  For clothing?
•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

Today, the seal isn’t as important like it used to
be.  Back then when we had dog teams, the
seal was very important because we need the
seal to feed the dogs, so that our dogs will be
strong and healthy.  Today, all parts of the seal
isn’t that important now, we still eat the meat
and the organs, and we still have use for the
skin.  The seal skin is very comfortable as
mitts, which we still use in the spring and fall
time.  I don’t know how the seal would be used
for medicinal purposes, but I know the seals
nutrients are very rich, therefore it is good for
the body.  Also, in the winter time and it’s

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V

•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V

•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV

•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V

•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V

•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

`mn c8s`ftq4]cf1`y48b, be0smyo
4i1u4,48/8tlb 4iu4kt8x48`bfmlcj
c8sf48/.d48wmz0b 4i1u4,tcfmj< c7ml
`mnd]4o sngen1z cglcf1`y48bvlc[5<
y4i1z yr4,bvlc48Kta 4iwcyl 4,ktk
cg48/8,0ta< ;clq0lq5 eKc41mb dic8`xkl
dp41z8`xkl< iwcy 4,d=m1qg1z 4,h48
eKc48xdbd]1n41m1`z`b< e`. x1q̀]1mb`a48 tuj5
pd`]zle5< c7m didk5 e`i4n48tla nt48Ky
bdny ẁn1z`yKy t1a8g48Kyl d48s48g48Kyl
d4`k6n48g58 4,d=mtc48b[5 da5 soc48b48/8gta5<
c7m t1a8gfmG̀a0lb< so yr]m\[5 y4ic
4,1zuc48 4,db`m`v`l1q̀gzlc48>
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really cold, when you catch a seal down at the
floe edge and you eat the liver with the seal fat,
this will surely warm up the hunter.  We still
love the seal liver and still want to eat the meat
whenever we can, not every single day, but we
still want to eat it.

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?
•  In the spring working with others to hunt young

seals?

I myself do not really hunt for seal pups, I know some
that do, but I enjoy going boating and going after the
seal pups, that is when I would rather hunt them.  I
also like to hunt the seal pups when they are basking
in the sun.  You can recognize the pups when they
are basking in the sun.  You prefer to catch a seal
pup rather than an adult seals, because the meat is
better tasting and the skin is nice, so our preference
in the spring time is the seal pups.  We don’t really
look for the seal’s breathing holes anymore, or use a
harpoon to hunt the seals these days.  We don’t hunt
the seals as much anymore.

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and
            ridges and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

When we spend the spring season out in a camp, yes
we do want to hunt the seal pups.

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Yes.  The snowmobiles are the only thing we use
now these days or if you get to an area where there
are a number of seals, you could walk around to
catch a seal.

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals
           are lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes.  The only way to get around is by
snowmobile now in the spring time.  Once you
get to where there are seal pups, you can hunt
them. You can clearly recognize seal pups on
the ice.

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V
•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?

ntcvslcf1n1qg1zo d1z< ntcvs8/8gy8
4,d=8,lc48K1z< iwcy ;e`\48`gtlqo duck5
4k-cqy48xd0lq5< c7m 4,8wm̀]o48tlq5 ntc5
eob41n4,b41mb ntcf7mn4,b41u1m5<
4,8wm4,bo48tlq5 ǹt5 en41y8
ntfmn4,b1qy48xd1m5 iwcy ntc-`y5 ntcl
y4ibd1mb c7m u4ktcr8Kt8 bmky1z nty5
ntfmn4,b4y48xd]48< dp41z8`xk5< iwcy
cGlwdf1n1qn0b d`l̀y5 mdof1n1qov0b
`mnd]48 ntvslc1qj5>

•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5
N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

b7`my 4,ygu dp41z8`x48wd`v1z0b< `e
ntc-y4,48g`ub`v1z0b ntc-y48wdfm4,b48ga>

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V

`e< bmZ\`go41mb wìg5 d`l`y5 nt4,48g5
cky1zhcgc48Ky psluc48Ky
eKc4y48xd]48>

•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?

`e< iwcy wi`gk5 nj1z41n48w1m5 dp41z8`xk5<
bd[1z ntc-y4,48gjc.dgc48Kyo
cd`.,`bl1q,lc48Ky ntc-yorn4m5
cdrc,5b8Ky`l`y5>
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•  In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

Yes.  You can clearly recognize a seal pup on the ice.

•  In the open-water season by boat?

Yes.  Not so much seal hunting.  In the summer
we’d rather not hunt seals.  The meat isn’t as
tasty as in the fall time, and when you kill a
seal, they often and easily sink down to the
bottom of the ocean.  This is in the spring and
late spring or early summer.

•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?

We don’t use seal nets to hunt the seal, if we
had dogs, we would probably use the nets, but
we mostly use the rifle.  We always bring our
harpoons when seal hunting, so that we can
use the harpoon when the seal is going to sink
to the bottom.

•  At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

The seal isn’t as important as it used to be, so
you don’t try anymore.  If you see one then you
will go after it.  You don’t hunt seals like you
used to a long time ago.

•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u
;8`b41`ug4,48tla?

`e< 4,8wmo`v1zb eob41ntc]1mb ntc-`y5<
ǹt5 4,itlq5>

•  emuc41u5 duck5?

`e<  nt48wd`vl1q,lc48Kb cd\7mrk5
ntfmlc`s1a1qn0b e.eta5 dic8`xud1zy8
y4itcd1qy48xd4,b41mb cd\`o5 c7m
i-xveKt8< i-,dtq4,b41mb dp41z8`xkl
cd\o`x48tlal>

•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5 mtbdth5?

hlc48g48/1qn0tao< e`. 4iu4,f0b4,e
4iu4kt8x48`bfmj5 hlc48gf1nvlc48ga
iwcy 4kidty8 cgv]1y48xd]a< c7m
d`n4,en]zlc48ga5 i-xveo48tlq5
c1a5t]mj5>

•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48
ntvsat4,48Kt5?

nt41j5 c8sflcf1`y48Ky pnslc4n1qm5
nt48w0ly iwcy ntvs1n48`gzlc48
nt48wd4Z]c41nf1`y41m5 `mn>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you
     hunt in a particular way?

•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the
map.

      No, not at all.  Once we start hunting seals
      down at the floe edge.  We have to go to
      different areas to find seals.   [Locations marked on
      attached map.]

%. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-qz]8b41h5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

`c,5tc48 njuc48 nt48wd9lr8xo`v1z0b<
ẁnwd4,bo`v1z0b cbd`wn41̀j`s1a1qn0b
nt4,48g8xy8bd48 iwcy< ny
nt4,4`]un\4m1`z5 4iy48Kb nt48wd48/1uz0b>

Ringed seal pups: N5tx=̀i5:
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6. When do ringed seals have their pups?

They say that the seal pups are out this month
(March), by April they become a little bigger.
This month they are tiny.

^.   4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

ntc4,o4,b48g58 bGỳa48 b4iu `m521aòv1z5<
`e0fu ntc9.`b1ao48Kt8> `mn bem bGy
b4iu`a48 ntc`.1ayc4mb>

7. Are there particular locations where pups are
      most commonly found?

•  If YES… Please mark on the map where
            these places are located.

No, the seal pups are anywhere.  You can find
them where the ice is solid and not going to
move away.

•  Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

When you are not really observing them anymore, you
don’t really notice that, but it seems to be the same all
around.  You find the seal pup dens pretty well in the
same areas.  (Locations marked on map.)

•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

      Yes.  Ever since I was a child.  My grandfather
      used to hunt seals in the breathing holes.
      They taught me where I might find the seal’s

breathing holes.  Today, I just think about how
they used to hunt, and when you have lived in
an area a long time, you know where the seals
usually are.

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

gr8gu ntc4,v]8g48 e1qv6ydlc1qgu4,e>

•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5
s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

4,d=xlcf1`y48Kq5 dZ=4nlc48`g\1q`gzlc5<
iwcy cZ=`q8̀g\f]8g b7m6n ntc4,4-d8g48<
ntc48wt4,d41yd8g48 be0kc
pb4,9lr8x41yd1mb>

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48 4,d=m4,b48p5
n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

`e< bem1z5 hbvdtl1z `b0kco w[or.d48b8,
c`bbtcr.d48bvl mdo48/.d48wm1mb ny
cGl4,48/1m1̀zb`l 4,d=mf]8tbdo.d48wmzm `mn
be7n esmqqcgen48Ka e0kco emnegy
cGlwd48/.d48wm`]zle5< c7m hng4,r0la
b7m6n ny nt4,Z]r1m1̀z5 4,d=7m6nuc4,b41m5>

8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

Yes.  It is obvious.  When you hunt polar bears,
and tracking them, you can tell that  the polar
bear is looking for the seal’s breathing hole by
March or April.  As of now they are going
around looking for seal pups.  You can tell that
they had caught a seal pup.  Also, the foxes
tracks tells you.  If you see plenty of their
tracks around a certain area, you know that
the fox could smell the seal pup.  By these, you
know that there was a seal pup in that place,

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z` ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?

`e< 4,d=7m6n48g48o `b7n nln1qtc48g48
nh48wd.d48/8Ky nj5 d1zw8gj5 bmkc
nhel g0\48Kq5 cGlwdo4,b41mb `m52< `e0fu
bGy bem `mn pslo48/oco41u1mb
ntc48wd48g5< ntc4yk1qyGl 4,d=nv]8Ky<
c7m trzyc4]e5 d[1z ek1zd]5
gu4,9lr8x`v1zb bem nemzu8 cGlu8< bmkc
nln1qZ]bd4,b4u1mb< d`l`y5 trzyc4]koe5
bmkc dy snb4,48`g\1qgu cn4,`v1zb bem
bGy cGlb4,48;48>
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or if you see the foxes droppings, even if you
aren’t able to tell if there’s a seal pup den
around, because of the droppings you know
there is a den or a breathing hole there.

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup,
            is it common or rare that foxes have found
            the lair before you have?

Yes.  You often see the foxes had been digging
into seal pups’ dens.  Foxes do have success
in their hunt.

•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5
tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

`e< bkz]1n48g0bd48 bmkc trzyc4]e5
cGz4,b41mb cGlh5 ntc48wtj`l̀y5
;.4,b48Kt8 b4,[1z ntc4,b41u1mb
trzyc4Z]e5>

Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
      themselves?

      The seals will start going on the ice in April,
      once it isn’t so cold anymore.  In May you can
      see more seals all around that are basking
      all day on the ice.  You’ll see lots of them
      around the big cracks of the ice everywhere.

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

e< `e0fu bem 4,8wmoco41yc41mb
eZ\eb`v1z5< `u1ao48/o 4,8wme`nl7mro48lt8
nyl8̀b58 bk8xdZ]r8wlt8 `c]4,y8 plc48lt8
wc4`ko48lt8 cu`slt8 `c]4,y8 nyl8`btc48
cu`s1a41yc41u]5>

10. During the open-water season where are ringed
       seals commonly found?

 Everywhere.  Seals are everywhere.  Seals are
commonly seen around islands too, I don’t know why
this is, but they are seen everywhere in the water.

!). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
Ni/s`ha?5V

nyuctc48 nyl8`b41mb n`t5> bmkcl
4ii48be5 4,y`b`yz]8Kt8< szuic48< e7m4`,
y4i4,41y48xd1mb`lic48> nyl8̀b48 bk8xd4,b48g5
ǹt5>

What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11.  What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
      (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
      which of these animals seals eat.)

      I don’t know a whole lot, but they often have

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V
Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5
wk4tg9l.H

4,d=m4Z]c1q,lc48g1z c4icf41u4,v]8g iwcy
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      kinguk’s [amphipods] and other little sea
      animals in their stomachs.  They also have
      cods in their stomachs too.  This is what I have
      noticed.  [Prey animals indicated on attached
      pages.]

•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
            season?

As soon as fall time comes, the seals start
getting fatter.  The reason why they lose their
fat is because they spend so much time
basking in the sun on top of the ice.  When you
catch a seal early in the summer time when
there is no more ice, they tend to sink down to
the bottom of the ocean, it’s because they
don’t have as much fat.  By August they
start getting fat and by September if you catch
a seal, they float on the surface of the water
and their meat is good to eat too by then.
When the seals have been basking in the sun,
their meat isn’t as tasty.

i1a1y8 i1a8/1yG̀l̀y5 snk`l\41y
`dm]cfwk`l\ucy8 c4icf41u4,v]8g5 `dz41y8l
4,d=8b8,>

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?

`e< dic8xogc`v1z5 4ke8t0/oc4,b41mb< e`.
dp41z8`xko 4,8wmenlcj5 xl8gk̀lo4,b41mb
d48sigk`lo4,b48Kt8< bem wk4,f1`y`x48tla
;è\48g48wdvlc48Ky ntvlc48Ky`l`y5
i-xvegk`l8;5< bem cd\8k5 `cz2u
4ke8t/oco48Kt8 x0b7;u b`my
;8b`.f1n48w0lt8 ;e`\48g48wd48Kq5
y4itc1a48Kt8l> 4,8wmenoykcle5
y4itcd1qmb>

Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP

12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
       that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

•  In the number of seals?
•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?
•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,

lungs, …)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

I have never really noticed too much change in
them, but back then, maybe it was because
we really had to get them because we had
dog teams, we needed the seal meat for the
dogs, so it was really important to catch the
seal, so it was more often that the seals were

      caught.  Today, we go down to the floe edge by
      snowmobile to hunt seals, but it seems there

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1`z`b n`t5 eGlòz4]1u
d`l̀y5 4,y`by`5?

•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?
•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?
•  nyw4,b41`y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9`l8`i5 s}?``l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9`l8`i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l̀y5 Ǹs4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?
•  p4kw1qyG`l̀y5?
•  iEc6b6bq9`l8`i5 GxexD3usbq5HV

cwZ=lc48wmy1q5 bem1z5
4,d=.d48wm1qtc48b,so< iwcyo be0smy
pnsGalc.dv0b̀lic48 4ij8w48/8tlb
4iur]mlcj`lic48 ntvsa.dv0b
nt48g4,en48`g\Ga.d48wm0ly ntvs8g5
ẁnoc48g5 4ij8wvlc48Kt8
ntv]8`g\41y48xd.d48Kt8> `mno wìgk5
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      are less seals, therefore you don’t catch
      them as much anymore.  The seals are very
      much afraid of walrus, so I think that might be
      the reason for the seals not being around as
      much too.  Sometimes in the fall time, if there
      are more breathing holes on the ice, there will
      be more seals in the breathing holes than by
      the floe edge.  Also, sometimes the reason for
      the seals not being around is because, of
      course, like any other animals they go else
      where, they move to different areas.  They
      probably like to see different types of food they
      get.  Therefore some years there will be
      more seals and the other years there will be
      less seals.

•  In the number of animals found dead and/or how
they died?

For those of us who hunt seals, it is hardly that
we find dead seals, but yes, once in awhile we
will find dead seals.  Once they start basking in

      the sun, they will have been caught by polar
      bears.  It is most often by polar bears.  We
      rarely see dead seals for other reasons.

ẁnoc48`bl,lc48Kb ntv]8`g\41n1qy48xdo41m5
nt4,4keg7mrc`l`\41y48xd4,bo41m5<
e7mnlekc nt4,1qZ]bdo4,b41mb bd1n
nt48wd4-q8b[5 ce-4,4,bo`v1z5< ce-41y8
,pcs8gc`l1mb< c7m dic8`xk5 `my
cGl4,48`xo\`v1zu8 g41`ug5 cu`sy48xdo4,b41mb
dn1z5 ẁn`ygyd1zy5> c7ml
t4,8,4lo4,b41m5 e`.yk5 `s4,em0bd48
y4Z]tdzu8 esm48stcmr8,u1 njuc4,e
`hbuc48/1u1mb< y4iu1yG`l̀y5 cZ=d1qgu8<
cZ=d1qgu8bd48 bk]m4,b48g8xd1uzu8
`hwmo`v1zu8 nt4,1qy48xdo48Ky c`v`a0 p4,̀by8<
c`v`a0 p4,`by8bd48 bemneyc48`g\vlc48Ky
nt4,4Z`]uy48xd`v.8/8i0ly>

•  N5`t4 gdzJ5 Ni/siq5 x7ml ck6
gd8i3m`zbV

g4k1z]48wcv]1qgc`lz0b g4k1zuctc48gy8
nt41y8 c1ans.d48/8gta5< iwcy
4,8wm4,bo48tlq5< `e< bkz]1n41u]48
d1zwc4Z]8gy8 bd1z5 nh48bdyky5> bmZ\
nh48bdyklc1qne5 g4k1z]48wcr.d48/8b[5
yrwm6yke5> bemnuc48 4,huc48 cwca5
g4kbdyky e1uyuc48`l`y5 g4k1z]y8
4,d=z]1qgc`l]a5>

13. Do ringed seals from different locations taste
       different?

•  If YES… What are these differences?
•  Which ones do you prefer?

There really is a big difference.  For example,
after eating seal meat from around here, then
go to Repulse Bay and eat seal meat there,
Repulse’s seal meat tastes a lot better, so as
you go up further north, the better it gets, it
think this is how it is.  I know that it is like that.

      Hilarie:  Why is that?
Andre:  Maybe it’s because it is colder up
there, their meat is better.  Their meat is very
delicious and you really do taste it.  It is like,
you probably noticed the differences in the
caribou meat that you eat.  The tastes of the
caribou meat can be different from one
another.  The caribou meat with fat is better
tasting and so forth.  The seal meat is the same
around here, but as you go further north where

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5
cZ=`q1q̀.5?

•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5? 5V
•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

cZ=`q1qg7mrcle5> cZ=`q1qy48x7mrcle5>
dy bG nt48g8,b.d4l1z nd`\hcfm`l`y5
nt1q5 mm41y48xdw,dtq0lt8 y4i1qb<
xojcfm0bd48 y4i1qbd48 mm41y48xd0lt8>
b8/d1z e`i41n48woc]jc48/oc`]\48Ky n`t5
mm41y48xdo48/oc`]`\r\8,o d1z< è.
nln1qg5 mm41y48xd4,b48g5>
He.rP s1mic48?
`c7g`rP e`i41n58g`uy48xd0ltGl4,e y4i1ql
pdy48xd0lt8< e.1q̀l`y5 e7m6n9.rcl8
clg41n41y48x9.`b`v`l1u1mb ǹt5 e.1q5<
bemnbd48 g8gg48/8,-5 4,d=mz-5 g8ge5
tp1q5 cZ=`q1qd\48/1mb gh`ol bmkc
mm41y48xd8Kt8< n`tbd48 bemneu1mb
b`mydzlc48> iwcybd48 b8/d1z48/oc0ly
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it is colder, the better tasting they get. èi14n41y48xjc48/oc0ly mm41y48x9.`b5>

14. Have there been times when you could not catch
      enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
      or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
      or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
      come to an ice edge?

•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

•  Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

•  When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

No, I don’t remember this, but this is how it’s
always been.  Not very many seals, but you are
always able to catch one once in awhile, but
these days, it’s not as important to catch the
seals.  These days if you go down to the floe
edge to hunt the seal, sometimes you don’t get
to see one at all or if you do, it is too far.  Back
then, maybe it was because there was less
sound of the snowmobile, the seals would pop
up closer to the floe edge, this is how it used
to be.  These days, there seems to be less
seals.  Maybe it is because they can hear the
snowmobiles.

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l< nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky<
d`l̀y5 n`t5 cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8<
d`l̀y5 w`ǹyg1`y48Kt8?

•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l
ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?

•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5
cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?
•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5

4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-d8
d`l̀y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-5 N`s4l
ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

cd.=1q,lc48g1z< eo4kwg4,r1mZ]8o b`my
nt4,lc`vla1n1̀qn48Ky bemn
nt41nend\vlc48Ky> iwcy `mndo48g48
c8sfc9.se`gov0b nt1q,lcf0b
s4kbd`\f1`y48Ky> c7m `mndo48g58
ẁnwd4Z]cvlcvs8Ky e`.yk5
bk1qbentcmr8Kb`l`y5 nt41u5
4,y`n48bd1qKb`l`y5 bemnd4,bo41m5>
be0smyo 4,hic48 p48/llc1qlcj̀lic48<
wi`g48/l1qlcjlic48 n`t9l w`nwd4Ky
4,y`n48xvey48xk`l0lt8< bemnd.d48wm]48>
iwcy `mndo48g48o nt4`,.8b1qy48xd`]\o48g48
e7m4`, g`xf`l\lcj5 e1qv48/l8gy8>

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlo`z4]1ulP

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations
where you have lived?
•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

Yes, I have already answered this question.
The only difference is the taste of the meat.
The skin of the seal is just the same.

!%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5
kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

`e `b7n id4,d\v> e7m6n t`p`na5< yr̀y`na5
cZ=q1qma> m6no u4kc 4iwc cZ=genvlc1z<
bk0lal nt48 cZ=gentcrzlc48Kyd8< iwcy
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`b7n tp1z yr0la cZ=̀qsèg1m5 b8/d1z
e`i41n41y48x`jc48/oco48Ky y4ic
clg41n41y48xd1qn48g48>

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:

16. Do you have other information or knowledge
     about  seals that you wish to  share?

Yes.  I would want to see the hunters not hunt
seals if they will not use the skin or the meat,
but if there is a cost for the seal skin, like if

      the hunter will be able to sell the skin for
      money, that would be alright, because the
      meat is not going to be wasted, even if it is left.
      The meat is not hazardous to our environment,
      and other animals will eat the meat, so if the
      meat is left, it will still be useful to other
      animals.  I don’t have all that much knowledge,
      but living in and around Chesterfield Inlet all
      my life, I know that there has always been
      seals around, so if you really want to catch a
      seal, you are still able to catch a seal every
      single day.

!^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?

`e< nt48wd4,b41ycvlc48tlq5< e7m6n `mn
d0lu y4ic c`gt8x4,lc41yc1qtla 4iwcl
cg48bdyc1qtla nt48wd,buclc1q/b
g4ktruc1q/b cgZ`\1qgy8
eKcry48xd0l`azlc48< iwcy0bd48 ci4,41yc48/5
`e< c7m y4ic c]41n41m5 xlmeoftZ̀\nyl
hnj5 iwcy bmkh1z 4kpfh5< nd\h5<
snuchl yr\dyc41u1m5 b̀my hnuc41j5
e8w1n48bduc41u8/5 c`gt4,41yc41u1m5
y4Z]t8,y41jbd48 yr\dly>
e8w1n48bdyv48bdzlc48/ snd0ic48 y4Z]td0
yryc41u1ma c`gt4,41u1m5 d0thgend1qg48>
cwcy5 4,d=mlc1q,lc48g1z iwcy b`my
eGlòz4Z]1uo hn4,en48K1z bem1zl8`b48
hbvd.d48-q0la e6nf48-q0lal
ǹtft7mr.d48wm1qg48< nt4,end\48g58<
nt41nen48g48 4,1zl8`b48 ntfmlcgc48Ky<
4,db`m`l̀y5 nt41n4̀k48g so>





Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Joseph Issaluk

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo4Lt4 xW6h6bsJ6

Z`]wp `exl8

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1. How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

I have been seal hunting since I was small,
probably about 50 years.

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5 w[li`Z3J1uV

bG idy48 c],dtqtc48/v> 4,1zl8`b48
nt48wdvm bem1z5 mk-GZ]c48K1z
nt48wd48/ovm< em4`, %) did5 4,y1zh5
b`my>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
•  If YES… Where and for how long?
•  Have you lived in other communities?

      I lived in Rankin Inlet before, so I have seal
      hunted the area around Rankin Inlet right
      through to this area.  I have also hunted seals
      right up to Pikiuliq area.

Hilarie:  How long have you lived in Rankin
Inlet?
Joe:  About 3 years.

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

•  xqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

•  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

,1q48Jy48`u.dp..d48wmzm ,1q48Jyd0 b`my
g1̀zyl8`b48 bmd1zl8`b48 nt48wd48/.d48bv
duc48g48K1z bd1`z48K1z< cm c[1z
pidod0 4,y`bh5 bd[1z nt48wd48/.d48g1z>
He.rP 4,h48 ckydtq]48
,1q48Jy48`u.d48wm-5?
`exl8P didy5 p1zsy4,e>

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?
•  For clothing?
•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

Seal has been important to us all that time up
to now.  I don’t know if it was used for
medicinal purposes.

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V

•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V

•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV

•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V

•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V

•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

y4`i5 bem1zycl8 p9.`br\48;5 y4imrqz0ta5
c7m ,uq0lta5> iwcy bem1z6ycl8
eKc48xdtq\d]u8 4,d=.d48wm1qg1z< eh1ho
nd8 4,d=.d4wm1qg1z>

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?

Anytime of the year.  Fall time and all winter. I don’t
hunt seals as much in the spring because the hair is

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V

4,1zgen48 dic8`xkl< didl8`b48< dp41`zk5
iwcy `mn nt48wdlcf1`y4,b48g1z n`t5
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shedding.

•  In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

Yes, I do hunt with others, I can’t name every
one of them.  My son-in-law is one of the
hunters that I often go out with right now.

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes, in the spring time, when the seal pups are
born, we do hunt seal pups and look for their
dens.

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

The seals do not have agluaq, seals only have
aglu’s.
Hilarie:  What is an agluaq?
Joe:  Only fish holes are called agluaq’s.
Hilarie:  Okay, I meant to say aglu.

      Joe:  When you hunt seals at breathing holes, a
      hunter will wait at the breathing hole and there
      is usually a snowmobile going around, so
      that the seal will go to the breathing hole.

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Do you mean seal on ice - qaksimajuq?
Hilarie:  Yes.  I meant to say qakiqsimajuq.
Joe:  Yes, we do catch seals that are on the
ice.  When we still used dog teams, we did a lot
of seal hunting that were basking in the sun
on the sea ice.  There aren’t seals that are
qakiqsimajuq.

(Qaksimajuq and qakiqsimajuq are two
different words and both have different
meanings like agluaq and agluq have two
different meanings.  I got mixed up with other
words that sound almost the same as the two I
was supposed to ask to the interviewee.  H.
Makpah, Study Coordinator)

•  In the late spring or early summer in open water

u4k1q5 pd]1̀y4,b48mb m`m48gf`lo4,b41mb>

•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?

`e< igucy8 p4,t4,`s1a]1z c1a48gv41y48
c]v0i5< iwcy `mndo48g48 be7n
y1zdz p4,t`qn48/8bvlcv>

•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5
N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

`e< dp41z8`xk5 dp41zo`v1z ntc4,o`v1z5
ntc48wd48/,0b bmky1z ntc48wty
4iylo48/8ga5>

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V

cGlc4,se`g1mb< cGl4,̀s1a1mbo ǹt5>
He.rP snd1mbo cGlc5?
`exl8P e4,leo iwu cGlc4,`s1a1mb>
He.rP cG̀l.ns4,d]1z>
`exl8P ntcvs8Ky cGl̀uly`l̀y5 b̀my
wi`gml4itlq5 `b7n ntc48 d1ac48tbdnso`v1z5
4,eyc41m5 db4i0ly cGlu< h4,1zn48g48>

•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?

4,8wm]y4,e< 4,8wm]u4,e?
He.rP `e 4,8wm]u>

     ̀exl8P `e< 4,8wm]y nt.d48/1u]a5<
`e1a.d48g48 4ij4w48/8tlbe`.> 4,8wm]y
c8scl8 ntvs8/.d48ga5> 4,i48wm]4,se`g1m5>

N4,8wm] c7m 4,i48wm] c=`q1q7mb gi1q5 `s4l
cGlc48 c7m cGl8 c=`q1q7u1mb> b7m48,dzm
d4,48bdy1q5 mo8Kq5> H> m8/ cp48s48t>M

•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u
;8`b41`ug4,48tla?
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            from an ice edge?

Yes, in the early spring I hunt for seals.  At this
time, the seal skins are really nice and  good to
sell, so we hunt for seals at the edge by boat.
At the floe edge, we have to be at the shallow
waters because the dead seal will sink to the
bottom.

•  In the open-water season by boat?

Yes, we hunt seals by boat, we enjoy going
after the seals by boat.

•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?

I use only rifles to hunt seals when boating.

•  At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

In the fall time, by the end of August, the seals
are able to float.  Also, when the ice is just
starting to form.  The only time we don’t hunt
seals as much is in the spring time when the
hair shedding.  Occasionally, we’ll catch a seal
in the spring time so we can have seal meat to
eat.

`e< cd\1a48/ocmro`v1z5 ǹt5 bmkc
u4ic1a`v1zb> u4ic1aòv1zu8 pdw]c`l̀s1a1mb>
bem yd0ft8xy8 nt48wdo48/8ga5 w`na
duc48g48Kb c7m w`ny e8,gu iwcydo4,b48g48
i-4,b48gf`l1mb dp41`zk5>

•  emuc41u5 duck5?

`e< nt48wd4,b48ga5 wk4,f1`y48tla>
duc48g48Kb ;e`\48gy mo48s48Ky
cocneo4,b41m5>

•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5 mtbdth5?

nd8 w4k48tZ]bentc41j5 nt48wd`s1a]1z
duc48g`v1zm>

•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48
ntvsat4,48Kt5?

bem dic8xocòv1z5 b`my `cz25 c`byoc b`my
ǹt5 ;8b`.tco41mb nt48wd48/1u]a5> c7m
wkòx`v1z5 ẁn`b48/oco`v1z5 n1qc41nvlc48tla
e`.y b̀̀my nt48wd41n48g48< b7m6n
bd[1zl8`b48 eo1z``s1a1m5> iwcy dp41`zk5
m̀m48gf`lo`v1zb bem ntrc8x48 eo1z`s1a1m5>
iwcy dp41`zk5 m`m48gf`lòv1zb bem
ntrc8x46 soic1ao4,b41m5 yr\8xu8
cbdwc`v4Z]8/8Ky pn48/1u`]zlc48>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you
     hunt in a particular way?

•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the
map.

      Yes.  I will often go up to Nunariaq in the
      summer time.  The reason is that, I know there
      are often seals in that area, and the boat
      doesn’t move around as much, like it would
      in other areas.   [Locations marked on
      attached map.]

%. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-qz]8b41h5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

`e< b8/d1zj5 hnrc48j5 cd\k5 ntfm0l1z
cd\ky`. cd\d\`v1z5 hnrc48 b8p1n
nt48wd48-qz]8/v cd.6n1qz]8Kyl c7m
nt4,v]1m5>
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Ringed seal pups: N5tx=̀i5:

6.   When do ringed seals have their pups?

 I think it is in April or May.

^.   4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

e0f9ud4`k48 b`my ntc4,o4,b48g48> `uu4,e<
`u1atla4,e>

7.  Are there particular locations where pups are most
commonly found?

  Yes, around Chesterfield Inlet we go hunting for seals
   in the early spring when there is still lots of current at
   the floe edge area. We follow the floe edge to look
   for seal pups. It is around Qikiqtaajuk also near

Ukpiligaajuk between Qikiqtaqjuaq there are lots of
   seal pups there and that is where we go hunting for
   seals.

•  If YES… Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

When we hunt for seal pups around Chesterfield
Inlet, we go to the ice where the first floe edge had
formed in the fall time when the ice was forming
(minguiqniq).  We also go to the area between
Qikiqtaqjuaq and Ukpiligaaqjuk, this area often has
seal pups too, so we go seal pup hunting to that
area.  [Locations marked on attached map.]

•  Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

There are always some seal pups, there isn’t
so much, but there are always seal pups
around those places in the spring time.

•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

We hunt seal pups with harpoons.  We harpoon
the seal pup.  When you look for a seal pup
den, and when you find the den, you know
that it is a seal den, because there’s a bit of
seal hair on the snow, you know that the seal

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?

`e< eGlòz4Z`]0 4,y`by ntc48wd`v1z0b< mdn
dick5< didk5 e`. m6n e1qvtlaso m6n
ẁn w[o48`/ ẁn1a]48 b8/d1z
u1ae48yc`lyv48/,0ta5 b̀my u1ae48y41u
ntc4,v]1m5< b8p1n cgc48Ka b8/d1z
u1ae41y48 b8/d1z cgc48Ka ntc48wd48/8ga5>
c7m b8p1n 4ii48b4`]0< è. d8po`z4`]0
`xtc1zy 4ii48b4]c0 cky1zy `b7n
ntc4,v]8gc`l1m5 bGy ntc48wd48/1u]a5>

•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

pb4,end\`s48< pb4,lcf1n1q`gzlc48
pb4,end\`s48 c`vab`m5>
He.rP ntc48wd`v1z-5 4,h48
ntc48wd4,b41m1`z48`p5 bG cpr4`k4,dzlc48bq5
b7n bemn cpr1m5>
`exl8P `c,< cwq4,d`\o be7n>
h4,1zgen48Ky ntcvs1n`s1a1m5 d̀n48j5>

•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5.
s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

cGlu ntcvs1n`s1a1m5 d`n48j5> d̀n48j5
ntcvs8/8ga5< ntc48 ,p0la
nt48br]mn4,b48m5> bemnd]4xd]48 `mn
cpr]t5>

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48 4,d=m4,b48p5
n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

ntc48wd48Ky ntc48wtwc`v1z0b bG `b7n
ntc48w5 nygcv0ta5 bem bGy 4,y`b`yyc41m5>
m6n< `b7n ntc48w5 cy-q1ma<
cy`x48-qykq1ma u4k1qy8 ntc0 u4k48b4,41m5 bem
ntc48w5< `b7n e4r-dyv48bd0ly ntc48w5>
bem bGy`a48 4,y`by1qn`s1a1m5b
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pup had just left not long ago.  We call this
irivik.  They say that the seal pup won’t be far
from this den.  So we wait for it there.  If there
is an irivik, you know there is a breathing hole
(aglu) near it.  The two of them are usually
pretty close to each other.

bG̀ymr8/1q,lc48Kt8 bem bGy `b7n
p\rqcmr8Kta porcr̀sr\[5 e4r-cb
4,yq`\y cGlwd48Kb> 4,y`qkl1y cGl4,̀s1a1mb
e`.y>

8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

Yes.  The polar bears do.  They do catch seal
pups.  The foxes too, look for seal pups’ dens,
this is obvious and foxes can catch seal pups
when the seal pups are still very small.

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

No, I have never really known a fox getting into
the lair first, but there has been some foxes
that got to seal pups, but only because the seal
pup was left by its mother maybe because the
pup was stillborn.

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z` ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?

`e> nhe5< nheo `e ntc48wd48/8g5<
ntc48/,u8> trzyco ntc48/1q`gzle5
iwcy cGlh5 cj`,`l1mb 4,d=mn48g5
ntc48wth5< è. ntcf1n48u]5 cy`xmr8/5
nln1qg5>

•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5
tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

nd8 bemn 4,d=.d48wm1qg1zdzlc48 iwcy
mkc ntc5 c3[6y`kyv48bd`s1a1mb<
c3[6y`k`v1zu8 b`my g4k1z0lt8 cy`sf`l4``````k41mb
bekc trzycy5 p\dyk5 nyz]1n48gfle5>

Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
      themselves?

 March is the month that the seals start basking
 in the sun after their little ones have been
 born.  They lie near their pup’s lair.  Seal pups
 often lie on the ice near their lair.

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

b`my< bGy ntc4,o`x`v1z5 4,8wmo,dtq`s5>
bGy ntc0 cy-q̀\b 4,yq`\y
e4r-dyve4,dzm bGy 4,yq`\y 4,8wmen`s5>
4,8wm,dtq`s5 ntc-ydo48Kt8< ntc1a4`,48Kt8
ntc-ydo48Kt8 4,8wm`s5 bGy 4,yq̀\y>

10.  During the open-water season where are ringed
       seals commonly found?

 Like I had said earlier.  Nunariaq area will
 often have seals, and near and around Pitiulaaqtuuq

too.

!). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
Ni/s`ha?5V

e bem d4,4,dzm bGy hnrc48 nt4,v]8Ky
c7m b7m6n p5td`.48̀g0 4,yq`\
nt4,v]8gmrcl8>
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What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?

      (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
      which of these animals seals eat.)

I barely see their stomachs, but I know that
the qasigiaq’s (Ranger Seals) [harbour seals]
do have cod fish in their stomachs.  I think the
ringed seals often have kinguk’s [amphipods]
in their stomachs.  The Ranger Seals often
have cod fish in their stomachs because they
are often around shallow parts of the ocean.
[Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?

I don’t know this, but due to basking in the sun
so much the seals do not eat as often, that is
why they have less fat and often sink to the
bottom when killed.  I think as it gets warmer
outside, they eat less and much of their time
lying on the ice, therefore eating less.  Once
the ice has gone, they are able to float, I guess
after the ice has gone they eat more.

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V

Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5
wk4tg9l.H

c4icf1qy8 bkz]1n1qnm< iwcyo 4,wqc5
bmkc `dz41y8 c4icf41u4,v]8g5 4,d=m\8,>
bmkc nt7m`r5 i1a1yv̀l4`k48gy8
bmky1zd4`k48`g41q0kc c4icf41u4,v]8gcle5>
4,wqco ntmrd1qmb `dz41yGo
c4icf41ud4,lc`,le5 e8,f41`y`,`lzu8>
He.rP ekc 4,wqc5 4,0l̀ntg5 4,d=m-q5?
`exl8P `e< `r6Z]4 `wd9>

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?

nd8 4,d=m1qg1z> iwcy dp41`zk5
yrseg48.do48/4`k41mb xl8t/1mb
i-4,bo48/1mb d4`kn48w`z1z5 yrseg48.d4`kvu1
4,8wmlcj5< 4,8wmp,lcj5
yr]1neo4,b4`k41mb> gegc`v1z5
;8b`.f1n4,b48g5 yr9lr8x48/4`kvu8 ge`x̀v1z5>

Changes or differences in ringed seals over time: n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP

12.  Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
       that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

•  In the number of seals?
•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?
•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,

lungs, …)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1`z`b n`t5 eGlòz4]1u
d`l̀y5 4,y`by`5?

•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?
•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?
•  nyw4,b41`y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9`l8`i5 s}?``l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9`l8`i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l̀y5 Ǹs4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?
•  p4kw1qyG`l̀y5? zV
•  iEc6b6bq9`l8`i5 GxexD3usbq5HV
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      Back then when it was really important to
      catch seals, the hunters and the people
      didn’t observe the seals.  I have been eating
      seal liver since I was just a little boy, I still eat
      the liver, most of us enjoy eating the liver, it is
      a delicacy.  I haven’t noticed any differences
      or changes from that time to the present time.

•  In the number of animals found dead and/or how
they died?

I have never known to find a dead seal for no
particular reason.  I just realized that I didn’t
answer one of the questions you asked me
earlier.  Back in the earlier days, we really
needed and wanted to catch a seal so that the
dogs could eat, so it seemed a lot harder to
catch a seal then than it is now.  These days,
because we don’t need them so much, it
seems easier to catch a seal, mainly in the winter time.

be0smy ntvslc48/.d48tlb
4,d=x48bd.d1qmb sngene5> iwcy
bem1z5 hbvd0l1z t1a8g48/,m bdny w`ny
`mnj5 tiKa so t1a8g48/,m nd8
cwc1a41y4,1qtc48g5> mmrz0ta5 e.eta5

t1a1q5 bem1zy5 s4kw48wm1qtc48`g\48go d7h5>

•  N5`t4 gdzJ5 Ni/siq5 x7ml ck6 gd8i3m`zbV

`exl8P nd8 g4k1zuc48gu8< g4kuc48wm]u8
4,d=.d48wm1qnm> cpr4,d\e5 e.1z
id4,dy1qn0k> nt48wd48wrc41y48xd`\o48g48o
`mn> be0smy 4ij8w48/.d48tlb didk5
plc48`blq,0ta e7m6n 4iu4kt8x48`bfmj5
nt48wd48wrc1qgmrc`l.d48g5< `mno
porcrlc4,b1qo41yk0th5
nt48wd48wrc41y48xd`\48/o48g48>

13.  Do ringed seals from different locations taste
       different?

•  If YES… What are these differences?

I think they’re all the same, but the seals we
call Tuvaqmiut  these seals are usually found
around Qikiqtaqjuaq.  These seals are bigger
than the seals around this area in the spring
time.  The seals that are close to the edge are
called Pulaju [that which went under or below
the ice] are usually smaller than the ones up
there.  The seals around the Rankin Inlet area,
I remember when I used to hunt that area seem
to be bigger than the seals around this area too.
It seems that the seals are getting smaller as
you’re going further north and it seems there are
a lot more in number over there than over here.

•  Which ones do you prefer?

We usually prefer the smaller ones.  Their
meat seems to taste better than the bigger
ones and when you’re working on the skins,
the skins are lighter than the bigger ones.
Back then when we used to have dogs, we
probably preferred the bigger ones, but now, I

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5
cZ=`q1q̀.5?

•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5?

cZ=`q`8g\48g5< iwcy `my `/y ,1q0t̀yg5
g41udbdyv48/,0ta5 m6n 4ii48b4Z]c0 4,y`b`yg5
b8pkc c1qy48`x`l̀s1a]5 dp41̀zk5 b`m1z `/`ygy5>
dkc my w`n1zh5 4,yg5 ;.̀]yv48bd`s1a]5
uiy48xk`l`s1a1mb> `my g41ud`b`lyv48gd`z1zb
c1q]c`l̀s1a1mb c1qy48̀x`l1qǹs1a1mb c7m cy
,1q48Jyd0 u8w48/wcy dp41`zk`ò. cd.=\,
c1qy48`x̀l`\4,b48g5 `m1z5 nt48bd8gy5> c[1z
u8Joc̀]\41mb> c7n eh8w-d0 nt1q5
uiZ̀]u0lt8 cuslc`v`l4,bvu8 uiZ`]u0lt8o>
ǹt5 cuslcmrc`l1mb bdy>

•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

uiy48xe5 p]my48xd4,b48b[5>
y4itcr1y48xd`\48KtGl c7m porcr0lq5
d4iZ`]u0lt8 pc.6n41y48xd0lt8> be0smy
4i1u4,48/8tlb c1qy48xe5
p]mn41y48`x`l.d4`k48`gzle5 `mno ui6y48xe5
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prefer the smaller ones. pdqy48xd\,>

14. Have there been times when you could not catch
      enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
      or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
      or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
      come to an ice edge?
•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it just

pups or some other group of ringed seals?

Yes, but I do not remember exactly when it
was.  I was just a little child.  The food was
scarce then.  There were no animals, no
caribou.  Back then this area didn’t have any
caribou anyway, we depended on seals
then.  I remember there were no seals that one
year.  I’m not saying there was nothing at all,
but I remember the seals were scarce.  I don’t
remember what year it was though.
Hilarie:  All seals, pups too?
Joe:  Yes.

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

Like I said earlier, it seems that it was just that
year.  All other years, there were always seals.

•  Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

No, back then I wasn’t too aware, so I don’t
      know why, but sometimes, this is only what I
      have heard.  Sometimes, some winters don’t
      come like a usual winter, meaning that once in
      awhile we have a mild winter, and when that
      happens, all animals are very scarce.  This is
      only what I have heard about, I’ve never known
      for it to happen myself.

•  When you could not catch enough ringed seals

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l< nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky<
d`l̀y5 n`t5 cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8<
d`l̀y5 w`ǹyg1`y48Kt8?
•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l

ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?

`e1azlc48 4,1zdtcL48g-yd1m1`z5 cd.=1qg1z
Hbv48.f`l.dvm be0smy> c`y.d48wmz0b
`,1n.d48wm]48> ,zl8gf`l.d48wm1mb be0smy>
nt4,1qgc`l.d48wm]48 y4Z]t4,1qtc48Ky
g8g4,qKy< e`. g8g4,1q/.d48wm1mo b7mn>
ǹtn`hvs.d48wm1mb did48 be7n cd.=]1z
nt4,1qgc`l1m5> nt41y48 c]41n7mr8g58<
pb4,1qtcmr1q̀gzlc48
p5trc1qgc`l.d48wm]5 cd.=]1z be0smy>
4,1ztc1azlc48m1`z5 h,pcf`l.dvm e`.
c1q]f`lovlc48K1z> be0smy bem did48
cd.=1qbv sndL41y41m1̀z5>
He.rP ntl8̀b5< ntcl?
`ezl4P `e

•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5
cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?

Bem d4,4,dzm ,zl1n48gf`l.d48wm1m5 be7n
Did48 cbdwlc1a`\48g48> be7n bemgcf`l`\48g48>
b`my cwcy pb4,1qgcllc1a.d48wm`]\1qg48>
e`. pb4,.d48/1q`gzlc48 pb4,end\`sf``l̀\48g48>

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?

ndtc48 be0smy dZ=48g1qmr.d48wmzm
szuic48> iwcy e`.y gxdmgenmr4K1z<
gxdm0l1zdzlc48 didk5 e`.y did48
e`i41n48wlc1qben`v1z5 didtclc1qKy
y4Z]t4,tc1qyv48bd`s1a.d48m5< b7mn
gxdmgen48bv 4,d=mtc1qbv iwcy
gxdmgen48bv>

•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5
4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-d8
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           do you think it may have been because of the
           actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
           breaking a taboo)?

No, I have never really been aware about that,
but some hunters used to get up really early to
go down to the floe edge to hunt seals.  I don’t
remember what might have been the reason.
Some of the hunters might have been good
hunters, but sometimes they had reasons for
not being able to catch anything, and they had
reasons for these.  For example, maybe this
hunter had recently lost a loved one, this is
just one of the examples.

d`l`y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-5 Ǹs4l
ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

nd8 pZ]bd]8xuG`l̀y5 dZ=.d48wm1qnm< iwcy
e.1q5 d0̀.`vlkl bdy wy8b48Kt8 bdny
ẁny wy8bmr8Kt8 d0`.lcmrclk5
nt48wdrcfmj5 ne8s`v.8/.d48mb pbfm0lt8

c8sfmr8/.d41mbo be0smy nt48wd48Kt8<
ẁnwd48Kt1 e`.> snu8 pZ]bd]4,41m1`z5
cd.=1qg1z> iwcy è.y ehe5
be0smy ehgenmrd̀\48/.d1qmb< e.1q5
pb41y48 c1aszlc48Kt8 e.1q5 pb41y48
c]o7mr8wmtcmro`s1a.d41mb>
pZ]t4,o48g-yd`z1zu c]o48wmo48g`f48< pb41y1f48
c]o48wmo48g`f48 gx48xdz]8/.d48g48> e`.
c8sflc`vl.d48KtGl< e.evl̀,1zu8<
hbvel4i`,1zu8 bemn> bemnd4`k48g41qkc
c]o48wmyv48bd.d41mb>

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlo`z4]1ulP

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations
where you have lived?
•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

I had said earlier about the seals getting
smaller as they’re going further north and the
seal meat gets better too.  I don’t know why

      that is, but they don’t taste like seal meat.
      Even when we say that we crave for seal meat,
      we like seal meat that doesn’t taste like seal
      meat.

!%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5
kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

e d4,4,dzm bem ,1q48Jy41u n`t5
c1qy48xd.d48`g\41mbe`. `mn
c1qy48xdnsq8b,> c7m `/y c1qy48xd8Kt8
c[1z u8Joc]5 c[1z ,n1nj u8Joc]5
ǹt5< c[1zl y4ibdocy48xd0lt8 y4i1q
4,hembic48 cy ǹt5 y4itcdy48xd4,b41mb<
nt48sy1qmb< nt48sy1q̀,1zb
y4ibdyv48/,0ta5> ntf1yvvlc48Kb
nt48sy1qgu8 mm48x̀s1az0b>

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional information: xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:

16.  Do you have other information or knowledge !^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
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      about seals that you wish to  share?

      I don’t know, but by August the seals start to gather.
      When this happens, the number of seals increase
      in so many numbers.  I think this is when they start
      mating, when this happens.  This starts around the
      end of August.
      Hilarie: In August?
      Joe: Yes, in August sometime at the end of August.
      Hilarie: When do they start having pups?
      Joe: Sometimes in May, at the end of May closer to
      June anyhow.
      Hilarie: Do you have anything to add?
      Joe: No I find it difficult to answer when there are no
      questions being asked.
      Hilarie: You contributed more information than we
      need.

e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?

cme iwcy cd\k5 yG.48/oco`v1z5 `cz2uvl8
b`my ǹt5 ,t48s48gc`l`s1a1mb> ǹt5
,t48so`v1zb `my`ò. ǹt5 ,t48s`v1zu8
ntc`lo48Kt8 cusc`lo48Kt8 b`my et-cyl
ntmrfle5 bmkc ,t48s48gc`l`s1a1mb
hocòv1zud4`k48gqkc> hoco48/oc4`kov1zu8
bemn ,t48s48gcl`s1a1mb>
He.rP `cz2`u?
`ezl4P `e `cz2 c`by b`myd4`k48g48>
He.rP 4,kàa48 ntc48`bo`s5< `u?
`ezl4P `u1atl̀a4`k48g48> `u0 c̀byd4`k48 b`my `Z]6
4,Gotla4,e>
He.rP cwcy e.w,yfm1q.̀t5?
`exl8P nltc48;1z iwcy< nd8 nltc48;1z
cpr\d1qK1z nln48gc`l4,b48m5>
He.rP c8s̀l`y5 e.w,yc4],-5>







Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Elie Kimmaliardjuk

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo4Lt4 xW6h6bsJ6

eo imoc4]8

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1. How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

Every year when it was possible.
Hilarie:  Ever since a long time ago?
Eli:  Ever since a long time ago.  Yes, ever
since I started hunting, it was every year.

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5 w[li`Z3J1uV

c`vab`m5,xd.d48g48 c]41n1qb`v1z5>
He.rP bem1zyc`l1?
eoP `e bem1zycl8 c1ansa1n48wgcvm
c`vab`m`vl8>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
•  If YES… Where and for how long?
•  Have you lived in other communities?

Over there, quite a ways from Chesterfield
Inlet.  When there was cost for the seal skins,
probably about 65 miles from Chesterfield
Inlet.  This was probably about 20 years ago.
Hilarie:  This place 65 miles is?
Eli:   Daly Bay area.  Daly Bay area is about 65
miles from Chesterfield Inlet.
Hilarie:  Have you lived anywhere else besides
 Chesterfield Inlet?
Eli:  Not really.  It was probably about 4 years
when I lived in Rankin Inlet for awhile.

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

•  XqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

•  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

bdy d1zw8b8,9.flcy 4i`w5 ci4,tc48tlq5
nt48wd4,bd.d48wm]1z> d1zw,.8`blcy ^%
me.y e7m4̀, d1zw1y4,48gu bdy
nt48wd4,bd4,b.d48wm]1z 4,1z,.8< e7m4`, @)
did1ao48g5>
He.rP `b7n ^% me. ǹyg48?
eoP bdy 4,yq`\y5 `k`z`l0 d̀l`y5 eh8w-0
bd7n bemn d1zw8tqn\48g48 bG1z5>

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?

If there was a cost [market] for the seal skin, it
would be important.  The seal meat is good for
the body too.  We ate seal meat all the time, it
has always been important to me.  The seal
meat is essential for the Inuit people, it is good
for the body.

•  For clothing?

The seal skin has always been used to make

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V

•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V

•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV

,1q48Jy4`u.d48w`m4Z]8g1z 4i.ukl8< w[o41u<
ndvl8< e7m4`, did5 wbm5 bd`y.d48wm]1z>

•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V

ci4,48/b c8s`ftq\,< tu7hl yr4,b.d48wmz0i5
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clothing.  Outer pants, mittens and kamiks.  I
have known this from back then up to now, the
skin has always been used to make clothing.

•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

I have never known seals being used for
medicinal purposes, I guess because I am too
young, meaning I wasn’t born early enough.

`s4,e7m c`vab`m5 c8s`ft`qn48b8, ehe5
y4iq1mZ]8 c8s`ftqlq5 iwcyd1m5 t7uj
eKc41mb>

•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V
•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

ch`voc1aend\48go< ,uoc1aend\48g5 d`l`y5
w.̀/oc1aend\48g5 bem1z 4,d=m\, `mnj5
tiKa bmkc `ch`voc1a]1n48g5
sngenoc1a]1n48g5< iwcyo
eKc48xdtq\dtlq5< 4,ylc41m4,e< did,4,e
cu`s1qlc41mb 4,d=m1qb8,>

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?
•  In the spring working with others to hunt young

seals?

These days, we don’t really hunt for seals that
much because there is no cost for the seal
skins anymore.  The only time I really hunt for
seals now is in the spring time for seal pups
and the fall time.  The seal is only useful for me
at these times.

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

During seal pup hunting, you can recognize a
seal pup den and the breathing hole.  In the
next couple of months, it will be a really good
time to go seal pup hunting.  It is obvious where
the seal pup dens are.  It’ll probably be sometime
in March.  No, it’ll be some part of June.  At this
time, it will be really good to go seal pup hunting
and you will be able to see the dens good by then.

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Yes, when I go seal hunting with another
hunter, you have to wait by the breathing hole,
because the seal pup won’t pop up when you
are walking around the breathing hole. The
other hunter has to drive the snowmobile
around and the other hunter wait by the breathing

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V
•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?

`mn ntvsenlc41y48 ci4,1qlc48tlq5< b7mn
pZ]bd0ly ntvslc41y48
soic1a4,b48/ocgen41m5< iwcy
dic8`x1aòv1zl< dp41z8`xk5 ntc4,o`v1z5
b0kc c`gtlc48g`g`so d7`ho48g58 `mndo48g58>

•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5
N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

`e< ntc48wd48Ky< ntc48w`t5 bmkc
nln1qu1mb< ntch5 cGlq\d]5<
ntc`r1h6e`.< bem 4,katcfl8 m`f8 b4`i8
pcy8/t8 ntc48wd4ly
4k-cn48w-GZ]c41yc41u]48< ntc48w`t5
nln1qgc`l1mb bGy `m521ao48/4,e< Z̀]6 e.1z`y`.
b`my< ntc48wd4ly 4k-cn48w-GZ]41yc41u]48
ntc48w`tl bk8xdtco48lt8>

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V

`e< ntc48wd4,t4,`v1zm cGlu iwcy db4i0lq5<
mdo41yv48bd`s1a1mb< y/41yv48bd`s1a1mbè.
bem1z5> n1q4ly iwcy psl8ly 4,eZ`\1qmb
cGlu iwcy wìg48lyl p\8xdnt8
pnslc1qlq5< `b7n 4k-cn41y48xd1m5 d`n41j5
pb48y48 didk5>
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hole, also it is more enjoyable catching a seal pup
with a harpoon than it is with a rifle.

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes, but once in a long while, because the
seal’s hair is shedding by then, and it is no
use to catch seals when you won’t have
much use for them.

•  In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

Yes, but at this time, the seal tends to sink to
the bottom of the ocean, so you don’t really
want to go seal hunting when it is going to go
to waste.

•  In the open-water season by boat?

Yes, of course we all crave for seal meat.
When you have been eating the same kind of
animal meat for awhile, you crave for the sea
mammal’s meat, so you have to hunt for the
seal meat in the summer time, but it’s after a
long while.

•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?

      Rifle, harpoon and a hook.  These are most
      often used when out boating.  It is no use for
      me to hunt seals with nets, you won’t eat it
      and you have no dogs to feed, so it is like
      that for me around here in Chesterfield Inlet.

•  At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

No.  I have never really hunted seals using
other techniques other than the ones I just
mentioned.

•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?

e1azlc 4,ktkcl iwcy
4iwtcd]1n1qgc`l1mb< c7m c̀gt4,41yc48t6na
soic1ao41mb `mn c`gt4,lc41yc48t6nq5 4i`w5>

•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u
;8`b41`ug4,48tla?

e1azlc48 i-xvegk`lo4,b41mb dp41`zk5
c1amntcf`y48Kt8< e.1q5 c1a5trc48`gzle5
dp41`zk5 c]41n4.1mb nt48wdlcfm6nseg48<
xoic1a1m5 g4kgen48lal nt48wdf`ml1nseg48>

•  emuc41u5 duck5?

`e< yr]mòv1z0ta5 `s4,em cw1qy1
y4igc4,enlco48Ky p]m6no4,b41mb
;è=5 em41udbe5< iwcyd4,b48;48< 4,ktkc`l8
iwcy>

•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5 mtbdth5?

w4k48tZ]5< d`n48< y8w8< `b0kc cg48bd`s1a1mb
duc4,48/8gh5 bmkh1z> mtbdth5 soicfs8g1z
yrZ̀\nal< 4i1u4,vyl mtbdth5 nt48wdrc8x48
`my eGlòz4Z]1u>

•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48
ntvsat4,48Kt5?

nd8 nt48wdlc.d48wm1qg1z bmkc
pns4,bd4,b48b8, c1ans4,bd0l1z bmZ\
cwcy dy`,,yrc8x48 4,d=m`\1qtc48g1z>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you
     hunt in a particular way?

•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the
map.

%. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-qz]8b41h5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

nd8 cbd`wn41j5 dt48bgcfm< `b7n dt48b48bv
pb4,f1`y48/ocgen41yc41m5 cbd`wn41j5
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No, I do not go back to one place to hunt seals.
If I keep going back to the same place, there
will be no seals.  I don’t go seal hunting to the

      same place.  I don’t know about the other
      hunters.  [Locations marked on attached map.]

nt48wdf1n1qg1zo< `cmeo cw,>

Ringed seal pups: N5tx=̀i5:

6.   When do ringed seals have their pups?
 
 As of now, polar bears and/or foxes are starting to
 hunt seal pups.  By the end of this month [March],
 seals will have their pups, this is what I have heard.

The seal pups have really good skin too.

^. 4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

bem `mn ntc48wd48/oco48g5 nhel d`l`y5
trzyc5 bGy b4i48 `b7n h1ao48/5
ntc48`b48/ocyco41u1mb b`my 4,ygu<
gxdm\0k5< bGy cgo48gu b4iu h1ao48/4,e<
ntc4,48/ocycor[48< u4ktcrGlt8l>

7.  Are there particular locations where pups are most
     commonly found?

•  If YES… Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

Yes.  When you are seal pup hunting, you know
that you will find seal pup dens by the first floe
edge that was formed in the fall time when the
ice was first forming.  Someone might say that
there are more seal pups in that area than that
area, but I still haven’t heard of anyone saying
that.  [Locations marked on attached map.]

•  Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

Maybe some years might not be good for seal
pups to grow up good, this is when they say
that there are hardly any seal pups, but there
are some years that are good.

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

`e< ntc48,v]1y48/1`a`\`s5 mdovs48Ky< bmkc
wy-y41y8 be\d`s5 nyuc48 wy-ydyv48bd]5
ntc48wt4,v]1y48`/1à]\`s5 cy1`z
ntc48b4,lc41y48xd`[f1n48g4,g8xd`]zlc48
eh1u8< bemneo]u8 so gx.d48wm1qg1z>

•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5.
s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48 4,d=m4,b48p5
n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

did4,e no1q5 ntc41h5 pftc41n1qb̀v1zb
ntc4,tc1qy48xd`s1ayv48bd4`k48g58 bem1zy
did48 pftc41n`v1z5 ntc41h5
ntc4,41y48xd`s1a0ly>

8.    Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

Yes, the foxes and polar bears do look for seal
pups.  They go to areas that formed the first

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z` ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?

`e< bmkny ntc48wdv]8g5 wy-y41y
be\d`sy< bem ntc48wd48/oco48g5
trzycl nhel `mn wy-y41y cGly8
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floe edge when the water was freezing up.
Right now the foxes and the polar bears are
hunting for the seal pups now [March].

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

      No, I can’t really tell about a fox getting into
      the lair before we do.  That is not at all often.
      It’s no wonder, the foxes know too, if it will
      be no use for them, there is no need for them
      to get to the seal pups.  I can’t say that the
      foxes always do get to the lair before I do.

poroco48g5 `mnd]48>

•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5
tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

c,5tc48< bemnegy8 tibd4,dbdwmz]8gy8
dy0̀,f1n1qg1z< `s4,em dp6nvt8
pyc48xe`nla1n/1qg8xd1u1mb0bd48
4,d=m]c`lzu8bd48 trzyc5 bmky1z5<
cglc41yc1qla0bd48 porlc1q̀nlam4`k1qmb
tibd4,dbd1qn`sy8 dy0`,f1n1qg1z>

Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
themselves?

 I had mentioned Daly Bay area, which is about 65 miles
from Chesterfield Inlet.  The seals are probably on the
ice already in that area.  A lot of seals do lie in the sun
in that area, because there are not that many people
that go to that area.

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

bem bdy ^% me.dyv4,d\7n b`my
4,yq\1zy `my 4,8wm4,b48/ococy8g8sc]5
bdyo 4,iwmz]`.5 bd7n tibdz]lc1qm5
bemn d1zw8tq]48< pococy8g8xd]5>

10.   During the open-water season where are ringed
         seals commonly found?

 As a person living in Chesterfield Inlet, I don’t think we
can really say where the seals are commonly found.
There might be some, but I can’t really say.

!). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
Ni/s`ha?5V

wk4,f1`y48tla nt4,v]`.lc41u5
dy0̀,f1nlc4`k1qov0b eGlòz4Z]1udbd0lb<
pb4,.d48/8`gzlc48< `b0su1z dy0̀,f1n1qg1z>

What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11.  What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
      (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
       which of these animals seals eat.)

There are a lot of kinguk’s [amphipods] in their
stomachs.  [Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V
Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5
wk4tg9l.H

i1a1y5< i1a1y8 c4icf1q b`b`s5> ǹt5
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•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
             season?

I can’t tell you anything about what they eat,
because it is hardly that I check their stomachs.

i1a1yGo y4i4,9.`b48go 4,d=m\8,< `mn
y4iq\8xr1mZ]8so i1ae5> b`b`s1a1mb
e.1qbd48 nd1azlc48< e.1q5 c4icf1q5 b`b`s5
i1a1y8>

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?

yr\1qy8 dy0`,f1n1qtc48;1z c4icf1q5
bkqcf1n1qlcj5< iwcyo bemn bG>

Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP

12.  Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
        that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

•  In the number of seals?
•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?
•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,

lungs, …)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

Ever since a long time ago, it is often that as an
Inuk, we eat the seal’s liver.  I have noticed
that the seal liver has changed.  Also, if the
seal is older, its liver tastes really strong
nowadays, this is true for myself.  The smaller
seals’ liver, don’t taste as strong as much as
the older seals do.  I can’t really say that there
is too much change.

•  In the number of animals found dead and/or how
they died?

I have never really found any at all.  I can’t
even say that I did before.  I have traveled to a
lot of places, but never really found any.

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1̀z`b ǹt5 eGlòz4]1u
d̀l`y5 4,y`bỳ5?

•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?
•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?
•  nyw4,b41̀y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9̀l8̀i5 s}?̀̀l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9̀l8̀i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l`y5 N`s4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?
•  p4kw1qyG̀l`y5?
•  iEc6b6bq9̀l8̀i5 GxexD3usbq5HV

dZ=r`s,< bem1z6 e`. e`h0lb y4iqz],0ta5
ǹt5 t1a1q5< 4,k48wb48wm`z1zb t1a1q5 bmZ\
cZ=d1qo48wm]5< c7m bmkc ǹt5< `myo
eGlòz4Z`]0 4,y1zy c8`glcgc`v1zu8
nt48g48Kq5 tpg]7mrc`l4,bo41mb d7n5>
t4iy1qso uiy1q5 bmkc nt48g48Kq5
nt48sy1qtc48`gzle5 so bem1zy5
nt48g48/ov0b> cw1alc41m1̀z5 dy0`,f1n1qg1z>

•  N5`t4 gdzJ5 Ni/siq5 x7ml ck6
gd8i3m`zbV

nG`v]1qg7mrc`l]1z< nG̀.d48wmyv48l1a`l`y5
dy0̀,f1n1qg1z e1qvz]G.8gf`l4,bdzlcvm
njuc48 nG̀48by8 dy0`,f1n`\1qg1z>
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13. Do ringed seals from different locations taste

      different?
•  If YES… What are these differences?
•  Which ones do you prefer?

The taste of the seals around Rankin Inlet and
Chesterfield Inlet are pretty well the same, but
the seals around Repulse Bay and Coral
Harbour doesn’t taste like seal meat, so they
taste better.  Maybe it is because they are in
deeper waters, they do have deeper waters
than this area or that the seal’s diet is better
over there.  There is no match for Repulse Bay
and Coral Harbour seals.

      Hilarie:  Of course you prefer the Repulse Bay
      and Coral Harbour seals?

Eli:  Yes.

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5

cZ=`q1q̀.5?
•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5?
•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

b`my io41u< è. ,1q48Jyd0l eGlòz4Z`]0l
nt1q5 `b0kc tp1q5 cZ=`qf]ene5< cyo
nd`\y5 xoùl`y5 ǹt5 yr0lq5 nt48g48Kq5
yr4,bd0lq5 nt48syp.1qtc41mb em1z̀lic48
et1m5< et̀]1mbo bd0kc d`l̀y5
y4itcr1mb< i1ae5 cw1qy8
yr\8x4,l4imb4,e bemn`j4`k48g48< `b0kc
xo4l nd`]l nt1q5 cZ=q\d1qg5>
He.rP `s4,em bd0kc nt1q5
y4ibdy48xdq-`q5?
eoP `e>

14. Have there been times when you could not catch
      enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
      or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
      or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
      come to an ice edge?

      I don’t really remember any time the seal was
      scarce.  I did notice before 1950s, I remember
      the seal was scarce, mainly in the winter time.

Hilarie:  Did you say 1950?
Eli:  Before 1950.
Hilarie:  Would 1949 be right?
Eli:  1949 or around 1948.

•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

It seemed all seals.  I guess because I was so
young it seemed all seals.

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

Yes, very much so.  My parents depended on
the seal for survival.  There were no white
people to help them.  They did everything

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l< nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky<
d`l̀y5 n`t5 cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8<
d`l̀y5 w`ǹyg1`y48Kt8?

nt4,1qgc`lmrlc`vl1u5 cd.=lc1q,lc48g1z<
iwcy bdy !(%) d1ztf]cy
nt4,1q̀n48w.d48/8gy8 4,d=.d48wm]1z
didklc48 plc48gu4,e>
He.rP !(%).4,d`-5?
eoP !(%) d1z̀by>
He.rP b̀my !($(?
eoP !($(< $*f]1u b̀my>

•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l
ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?

bml8`b41ud`\.d48wm]48< mklcjl4,e<
pb4,1q8,]1y48`/1à]\48/.d48wm]48 be0smy>

•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5
cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?

etc48> pZ]t8xgcr.d41mZ]8 c1z]4`,0b
4,0l̀nh5 e,]48bd1qtc48Kt8 e1u`yntc48
por.d48wm1mbo c8`gt4,48/.d48wm]<
c`gt4,4Z]c48/.d48wm]5< iwcy
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themselves.  It would have had a large impact
on their lives.  It was very important to catch
seals then.

•  Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

The animals that we hunt probably know when
a hunter didn’t have all the necessary things
he needs to hunt with, this can result in the
animals of all sorts become scarce.

•  When you could not catch enough ringed
            seals do you think it may have been because
           of the actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g.,
           someone breaking a taboo)?

When a hunter didn’t have all the necessary
things he needs for hunting, or the dogs he
needs to hunt with, then he will have a hard
time in succeeding in his hunt.  These are the
reasons why the hunting would have been
hard.  There really was no other reasons why.
This is how I understand, know and heard it.  If
you don’t have the necessary equipment to
hunt with, like the snowmobile, or the boat, it
could be hard to hunt them too.

pb4,48lydqc4,9.`b48/.d48wmzlc41mbo>

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?

y4]`t4,e 4,d=mlc41mb c]48gy8< c]48/5 eh8
pZ]t8x4,tc1q/5 c1aǹst48.1y5
pb4,4kegc`l4`k.d48g5 bmkc y4]tl8`b5
4,heggene5>

•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5
4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-d8
d`l̀y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-5 N`s4l
ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

pZ]t8x4,tc1qy41 4i1u4,tc1qy4`l`y5 b7mn
pZ]bd.d48wm]48 bmky1zo cw1qy8
pZ]t4,lc48/.d1qg48< e. giw\0ko<
4,d=m\0k5< gxdm\0kl
pb4,1qlco48/.d48wm]48>
pZ]t8x4,tc1qlyso `mn snuc41u<
duc41uG̀l`y5 d`l̀y5 wìg41u5< `mnso
c]41nf1n41mb>

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlo`z4]1ulP

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations
where you have lived?
•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

      I have already answered this earlier.  The
      differences I find is the taste of the seal meat.
      This is what I know.

!%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5
kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

bG id`vy4,dz0k id,y41y48 c]48Ka< `my itd0
u8w1̀z1zy ,1q48Jy7 kGZ]c0
u8w1̀z1z`ygl8`b51à\48g5 yr0lq5 cZ=d1̀qnf`]`so
b̀my 4,d=m\,>

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:
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16. Do you have other information or knowledge
      about seals that you wish to  share?

None.  No, I do have something to say.  The
other sea mammals, like the beluga whale,
square flipper or the walrus, because, there
are more and more walrus in the Chesterfield
Inlet bay.  These are probably the reasons why
the number of seals are decreasing in this area.  Also,
because there are more communities being formed
around Chesterfield Inlet, there are less and less of

      beluga whales getting into our area.  This is
      what I can add to the information I have given
      you.  I am saying this truthfully.  There are so
      many people now with boats in Rankin Inlet,
      Whale Cove and Arviat, this is the reason why
      the beluga whales hardly come into this area
      anymore.  I don’t have anything else to say.

!^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?

mkcbd48 4inl8,5< 4inlzel< dGZ]el< ce`-l
bmkc ce-4,o48/ocgen41m5 bmn `x[5<
nt4,tcf1`y48/ocgen48Ky< c7m bmn
eGlòz4Z`]0 it1`z1z
eho7mrGZ]c7mrc`lo41y1zh5 pZ]tq0la
be0kc 4inlze5 ti/.d48wm`]zlc5 cd\b`m5
tig1neoocgen41mb< bmky1zo
d4,dw4,f1n48g1z bemneo]1n48g1z sol1z<
so0l1zl d4,48g1z> b`my ,1q48Jy48<
tiv4Z]c48< c4-c5< `b0kc< b7mky1z
cus7mrc`lo41mb duc`o5 eGlòz4Z]8
tibd]1neomr8g58< bemneo]1n48g1z
cwcy d4,dw8x4,1qg1z>





Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Louis Autut

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo4Lt4 xW6h6bsJ6

le cdg5

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1. How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

      I have been hunting seals from 1948 to 1950.
      This was before I started working.  This was
      when I was growing up.

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5 w[li`Z3J1uV

bdy nt48wd4,bd4,b48wmo48g1z b`my !($*u
bmd1z !(%)j5 tiKa xn.d1qK1zso<
pf48/oc0l1z e.d4,b.dvm nt48wd48gy8<
e.d1qn48/.d48g1z>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
•  If YES… Where and for how long?

      Yes.  This was between 1948 and 1950.  I
      hunted seal by Cape Fullerton.

•  Have you lived in other communities?

No, I grew up in Chesterfield Inlet.  We lived
outside, not far from here, but we would
always get back here.  I grew up here in
Chesterfield Inlet.  I had lived in Rankin Inlet
for about a year.  I grew up here and around
Chesterfield Inlet.

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

•  xqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

cyo iwcy be7n did48 !($*F!(%) bmd1z
%)j5 tiKa cy1`z48o nt48wd4,bd.d48g1z
4,t8bo1u>

•  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

nd8 bGy pf48x4-qz0k eGlòz4Z] `b7n<
d1zwq̀\y hn4,4,bvlc48Kb bG[1zen48Kb<
`b7n eGlòz4Z]8 pf48x-gcv< ,1q48Jy48odn
cbd`w48Ka n].d48bvlcv did48<
n].d48wm1qn0k didy8 cusy8< dyo b̀my
4,ygu pf48x]1z>

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?
•  For clothing?
•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

I will talk about a little bit about what I know
regarding ringed seals.  My wife can make
clothing out of seal skin.  Some will have the
seal skin fur on them, some have without the
fur.  If there is fur on the skin, she uses it for
the top part of kamiks, or kamiks’ leggings, or
the could sell the whole skin with the fur, if

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V

•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V

•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV

•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V

•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V

•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

ntd0 c`gt4,4y1zy8 4,d=m\7y8
dy`,`v4]1yc48;1z> ntd0 4iw1z
hoc4mo xn1mq5< u4k4,1qKa< u4k4,48Ka>
u4k4,`v1z5 sn ,u1h̀l`y5 4kodt8xdly d`l`y5
ydfrc8xdly d`l̀y5 ele`gla
yd0ft8xdly yd-fm]4,v\48/5> bemn
yd0ft4,4,b.d48ga nt41y8< ntd0 4iwc
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anyone wants to buy it.  Back then the seal
skin was sold more often.  This is how it used
to be then.  There was a market for the seal
skin back then, so the whole skin was sold to
them.  Also, we use the seal skin ourselves,
either with the fur or without the fur.  The seal
skin without the fur can be left outside, so
that it can get whiter.  My wife makes white
kamiks, so she uses that for those.  She also
makes kamiks out of black ones.  There are a
lot of use for the seal skin.  My wife can make
what ever she can out of the seal skin.  For me
and my wife, there were a lot of use for the
seal.  We also kept the seal fat.  We would put
the seal fat in the jar, put it away in a warm
place for a few days.  When the color of the fat
looks good to us, we would put it away in the
freezer.  We’ll eat caribou, either frozen or
cooked and dip it into the jar of seal fat.  My
wife and I always have been eating the seal
liver ever since I can remember, but only when
the seal liver is fresh.  We don’t eat the liver
when it is not fresh.  We also eat the meat, not
everyday, but we do crave for the meat when
we haven’t eaten it for awhile.  This is what I
can say about what I know.

cg48Ka> bemneo1z.d48gao< ntd0 4iwc
p]m\d1m5 cio48bd4,b48Kyl ele`g0lq
yd0ftq4,b.d48b[5> c7m d0thl cg48Kq5
4i`w5< u4k4,48Kql< u4k4,1qKql<
4,i48wc1a0ltGl< nlcr0lyql hoc41m
u4k4,1qKq5 4,dl48`g0lq< c7m nlc1a1qKq5
4i4y48`g0lq5 xn4,b.d48mq5< esmuy8
p]m\`v1z5 pb4,`v1zb< c`gt1q5 cùsowm.d48go
d0tho hocvl> c7m d48sc
//g8/.dv0t8kGo hocvl< coa41j
eod4,48Ka< b`my d0l5 cu`slc1qg5
d4`k]`ut.d48Ka < bdg8b[8 `nm8w\`v1z5
4i4i`]w-1j5 eo0la 4kc48g48KhG`l̀y5 uwvr0lt8k5
d48sr0lt8k8 yr8,0tk8> c7m n`t5 t1ac
bem1zl8`b48 y4iq\48;8 hocvl h`b1atla<
hbd1qo48tla p]1n1qbvlc48;1< h̀b1atla
ỳrn48b[5 ntd0 t1ac> c7ml y4icy8
yr1u\[8 4,db`m`v`l1q̀gzlc48 c7m
p]mo4,b48`blq0lt8k8> c7m ckylc`vl8
yr1qòv1z0ta5> `b7no bG 4,d=m\v>

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?
•  In the spring working with others to hunt young

seals?

In the spring time, when the weather gets nice,
as well as winter time, I could go out seal
hunting.  In the spring, we do not, meaning my
wife and myself, hunt for the seal too much,
because the fur of their skin is shedding at that
time, so we try not to kill too much seals in the
spring.  But the seal pups are really nice, so
we often look for them all through spring.

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

We do know there are seal pup dens over
there.  The seal pups’ dens are not just
anywhere.  The dens are usually in the same
area where they had pups before.  Seals do
not have dens just anywhere they could find a

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V

•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?

dp41z8`xk5 nt48wdf1n4,bvlc48g1z didkl<
`myo dp41`zk pnslcf1n4,b1qn0tk8o
hocvl d̀a0lh8> u4k1q5 pdlc1qòv1zb
cu`s1qgy8 iwcy pnsc4Z]4,bv0b< iwcy
ntc-`y5 pd]7mrc`l`s1a1mb be0kc bem
4i`yn4,b41u\48;5 dp41`zl8b48>

•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5
N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

iwcybd48 cy ntc-y4,48g48 4,d=m4,bv0b<
ynflgèn1qgc`l1u1mb ntc-`y5< è. ǹt5
e41yd4-1q5 nygèn1q1u1mb< eyq8b1q
4ig41qd4-q8b1q5 cbd`wnf̀]4,b41u1mb< nyge`nl8
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place, even if there is ice all around or near them.

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes, I do hunt seals by snowmobile.  Once the
seals start going up on the ice, I have hunted
for seal pups ever since I can remember.

•  In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

Yes, I do hunt seals.  I have a full-time job, so I
can’t just go anytime.  Spring time I do hunt for
seals when the children are not in school
anymore.

•  In the open-water season by boat?

When the ice has gone, we the people of
Chesterfield Inlet, because the seal pups,
although they’re almost becoming an adult
seal, their skins are still the same and really
nice, so we always hunt for them at this time.

•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?

      We barely hunt seals using nets.  We mainly
      use rifles.  The seal meat is really good when
      it is fresh, we prefer fresh seal meat.  I only
      hunt for seals using a rifle.

•  At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

      In the fall time, we used to hunt for seals back
      then.  In October, it seems this is not a good
      time to hunt seals, but by this time, all the skin

of the seals are really good.  We could sell the
skins too if we wanted to.

e41yd4,b1qu1mb wk4,l8`bvlc48tla bmn
4,yg48`l`y5>

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V
•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?

`e< ẁ̀i`gk5 nt48wd4,b41u]1z 4,i4,bo`v1zb<
ntc-y48wdf]en48g1z bem1zl8`b48>

•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u
;8`b41`ug4,48tla?

`e< nt48wd`s1a]1z< `b7nlcgc48< xnlcj5<
xn0l1ze`.8 4,1zgen48 c]4,bvm dp41z8`xk5
eoyc1qòv1zbl>

•  emuc41u5 duck5?

wke48tla< dao dy wke48tl`azlc48 so
ntc-`y5 e6nfovlc48tlq< so u4k1q5
s4kw1qmb cwc1a1qmb pd]c`l1mbso
4iy4,b48g1z>

•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5 mtbdth5?

mtbdth5 plcf1n1qn0ta5> 4kidth5
p4,bv0ta5< y4icl mm48Kyd1m5 h̀b7mrdtla
yr]m0la 4kid`tn41ho d1z pns4,b48g1z>

•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48
ntvsat4,48Kt5?

dic8`xk5 nt48wd`s1a.d41u]a5 b̀my d8`g/u<
nt48wd41nd\1qu`]zlc48< iwcy ntl8`b5 4iw1q5
pd`]l8`b4,b41mb bdy d8`g/u 4iwtcr8`g0ltGl
c7m yd0ftq]1n48Kta5>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you
     hunt in a particular way?

•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the
map.

%. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-qz]8b41h5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>
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It is not just one place, because if you go to
one place and catch a seal, and if you go back
to that same place there is no seal, therefore
you have to go to a different place.  [Locations
marked on attached map.]

cbdwgend1qu`]zle5 pb4,f1`y4,b41mbd48
cbdw48< e`. `b7n d41yk0k pb48g4,gc48/ bGy
p4,tq\7y8`l`y5< `b7n pb4,f1`ygenrc4,41m5
pb4,f1`y4,b41m5 iwcy `hly 4iyrc,y48ly>

Ringed seal pups: N5tx=̀i5:

6.   When do ringed seals have their pups?

 The seals will probably start to have seal pups by the
end of March.  I do not really know the exact time when
the pups are born, but by the beginning of April, the
foxes do tell us because they hunt for seal pups.
Usually there are fox tracks hunting for seal pups by the
beginning of April.  This is how I know about the seal
pups.

^.   4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

n`tco cycocyco4,b41mb `m52
h1ao48tla4,e< `b7no 4,d=mlc1qn0k
cyc7mr8tlq5 iwcy `e0f cgo`x48tla< ekc
nlnekbr0lqo trzyc5 ntc48wd``s1a1mbo<
e`. bmdn ntc4,48g8k5 gu4,`s1a1mb be7n
`e0f cgo`x48tl`à\48g58< `b7no bG nlnekbr0la
4,d=mZ]tqv>

7.  Are there particular locations where pups are most
     commonly found?

•  If YES… Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

•  Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

Yes, if you had caught a seal pup in that place,
you could catch another one then next year.
Hilarie:  Are there seal pups in that same place
every year, or are there none the next year?
Louis:  If a seal pup was caught, sometimes
there isn’t any in the one where there usually
is one.  [Locations marked on attached map.]

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>
•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5.

s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48 4,d=m4,b48p5
n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

`e< pb4,v\41u]48 be7n pb48-d.d48g48
pb48-d,yf1n48g48>
`e< pb48bdwm8/b be0kc hn4,4,b48g`l̀y5
pb48bdwm6y48/b pb4,1qgenrc4,41u]48 be7n
pb4,en48`g`\4,b48`gzlc48>

8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup,
            is it common or rare that foxes have found
            the lair before you have?

      I do know that foxes do hunt seal pups,
      because they have fox tracks where the seal
      pups’ dens are.  I don’t see much of polar

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z` ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?
•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5

tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

trzyco 4,d=mlc48b, gu4,`s1a1mb bmdn
ntc5 cGl4,-q̀\y< ǹt5 cGl4,4-q\1q5
cg48KyZ]8> bemnlc4o nhe5
gu4,lcf1n4,b1qmb ntc-y48wd4,b41m1`z`b
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      bear tracks, so I do not really know that they
      do this.  They probably do this in other

communities where the numbers of polar
bears are more.

4,d=mlc1qb8,> cwcy8 hnd0 nh4,41y48xy8
por]8xd`]zle5>

Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
      themselves?

 By the end of May, or as soon as when the weather is
not so cold anymore, the seals open up their breathing
hole and go up on the ice.

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

b`myo bem `u h1ao48/̀l̀y5 e`i41nf1`yo48/5
4,i4,bo41yc5< eZ\e4,bgeno48tla< b`my `uu
eZ\eb48]co`v1z5 cd`zl1q,lc48tla
4,i4,bo`s1a1mb cGlt8 e.1q5 c1m48Ka>

10.  During the open-water season where are ringed
       seals commonly found?

 Here in Chesterfield Inlet, usually close to the shore
and up the inlet.

!). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
Ni/s`ha?5V

b`my dyo hn0ty< b̀my hnd0 4,ybf]cy
bdnyl 4it1zy m6n `k8< 4,mygc0 `kq1ma
b7n nt4,en`s1a1m5 ctl8`b1z bd7nl iGo1z
c7m m6n iGo1z nt4,df]en`s1a1u]48 b7m6n>

What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11.  What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
       (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
       which of these animals seals eat.)

I have seen, but do not really know what are in
their stomachs.  Usually there are two kinds.
The fish with big eyes, and maybe if there
aren’t any of these to eat, they’ll eat kinguks
[amphipods] too.  These are the only two I’ve
known about seals having in their stomachs.
[Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V
Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5
wk4tg9l.H

4,d=m`s1a]1z 4,d=mlc1qg1z iwcy
c4icf41u1qy< bkwm]1zdzlc48 m`fowm`s1a1mb
c4icf1zb elc`yg5> bekcl dao
e=`gk`lyv48b[5 e4,lc`.kle5< e4,lebd48
mkc y4iq4,b48b1q5< c7m be0ky1z48b4,`v1zb
mky1z i1a1y8 c4icfc elo4,`s1a1m5<
`b0ky1z 4,d=m\gc4,48g1z< c4icfcy8
bkwm`\8,8 `b0kc mfe`n1>

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?
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I do not know this, but I think I do know when
they don’t eat much.  In the spring time, they
do not eat as much because they’re spending
so much of their time basking in the sun.  If you
shot and killed one they will not float.  In the
winter time right up to March you kill a seal,
it will float, because they always have
something in their stomachs at this time.

cw1q6y8 elo4,o41m1`z`b 4,d=m1qbvlc,
iwcy yr4,b41y1q5 bG̀[nd`\48g48 4,d=m\,>
dp41`zk5 yrtcf1neo4,b41mb `dn4,bo48tla
4,8wmmr4,bo`v1zu1 ;8b`.f1neo4,b41mb`l̀y5>
didko ;8b`.1qǹs1a]5 b̀my dic8`xk5
;8b`.rcvu1 `mnj5 `m52 tiKa
;8b`.1qǹ̀s1a4,b48g5 c4icfc b`b1qǹs1a4,b48mb>

Changes or differences in ringed seals over time: n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP

12.   Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
       that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

•  In the number of seals?
•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?
•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,

lungs, …)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

Myself, today, I do not hunt as much anymore.
They do not seem to have any changes when
you see them on the ice.  When you see the
seal these days, there doesn’t seem to be any
change in them anyway.  They might be fewer
in numbers now than before, but not very
much change so far.  I do not really know if
they are fewer now, because they seem to be
the same numbers.

•  In the number of animals found dead and/or how
they died?

I did find one that was dead.  It was by the
shore.  I don’t know what killed it.  It didn’t seem
that it was killed by a hunter, or a polar bear,
there was no wound on it.  It was fat too.  I don’t
know what killed that seal.  We did find some
seals that were killed by polar bears.

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1`z`b n`t5 eGlòz4]1u
d`l`y5 4,y`by`5?
•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?
•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?
•  nyw4,b41`y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9`l8`i5 s}?``l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9`l8`i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l̀y5 Ǹs4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?

•  p4kw1qyG`l̀y5?
•  iEc6b6bq9`l8`i5 GxexD3usbq5HV

`mno d1zd]48 c1anslc4,b1qovm iwcy< c7m
nt48wdlc4,b1qovm< ǹt5 s4kwlc48`g\1qg5
dp41`zk5 4,8wmo`v1zu8 b`my nt4,d41ndo48tla
bk0lq5> mnd]48 bk0lq5 s4kwlc48`g\1q`gzoe5
e7m4`, cu`s1qy48xdovlc48g5 bem1zy
d0lud]48> bG̀[no 4,d=mlc1qbv
h1ao41m1̀z`b< bk4,b48b8,so bemnd1mb>

•  N5`t4 gdzJ5 Ni/siq5 x7ml ck6 gd8i3m`zbV

g4k1z]u8< g4k1zgen48gu8 nG`.d48wmzlc48g1z
hnd0 iGo1zy< snj5 p\d1m1`z5 4,d=1qbv<
eh1u5 p\dwm̀]\1qKyl< nh41ul
p\dwm`]\1qKy< snu8l ei4,vy< c7m
4key0ly< sZ]t4,41m1`z5 giw.d48wm1qbv be7n
cbdw48< iwcyo nG̀.d48wm]a5 nh48bd]u8>
nhe5 nt48b1qy8 bk4,bvlc48g1z cuse48K1z>
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13.   Do ringed seals from different locations taste
       different?

•  If YES… What are these differences?
•  Which ones do you prefer?

      I do not know this.  I don’t know if seals in
      other communities are different from ours.

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5
cZ=`q1q̀.5?

•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5?
•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

b7n 4,d=m1qtc48bv> hnd0 cwcy5 n`t5
cZ=q1qm1̀z`a 4,d=wm1qtc48g1z>

14. Have there been times when you could not catch
      enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
      or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
      or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
      come to an ice edge?

Yes, back then when my father used to hunt, I
would join with him.  At that time there was
hardly any seals.  There should have been
seals, but they move to floating ice, or they’re
up further in another area of the floe edge.
This happens once in awhile.

•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

Yes, it was all of them.  There was some seals
then, but you just couldn’t find or get to them.
This happens once in awhile, so the seals were
going to come back later.

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

I do not know what happened.  My father was
the hunter, I wasn’t really aware of this, and he
never told me anything about this.

•  Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l< nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky<
d`l̀y5 n`t5
cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8< d`l`y5 ẁn`yg1`y48Kt8?

`e< be0smy< `b0kc c`bbk, pns8tlq5
e.d.dvm< nt4,tc1qKy didk5 iwcy>
iwcy nt4,v\vlc48Ky `hwm-q4,b41mq5
cd.y4`l`y5 bd1n /1ǹl`y5 ẁnq1q̀b
b8`/`ylc48Kt8< 4,hic48 bemn
nt4,lcf1`y.dp.`s1a1m5< bmn ẁngen1z
cwcy pb4,vlc48tla>

•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l
ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?

`e< ǹt5 sngene5 c]41nf].dp.41yr\1q5<
b7m6n pb4,vlc48tla sk5tcy dny`l`y5
cd.y41u5 `/y`l̀y5 t0w8gu bm41u5 nyy48
c]41n48tlq5 bdh1zl d41y1y48 c]41n48tlq5
dn`y,lc48tlq5< pb4,1qgc`lo48g`j1q̀gzlc48o
bemn c]48.8/.d48g5 c`bbk, `b0kc<
pb4,o41ycgenvlc48tla>

•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5
cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?

iwcy 4,heoZ]t4,.c41m1`z`b 4,d=7m1qtc48bv
b7m6n< `b0kc c`bbk, e1u1y8
portlqd.c41m5 be7no d1z
dZ=48glc1qK1z snu8 bemnetla<
c]41n48w]7mr1u8 d4,.d48w7m1q`gzle5>

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?
•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5
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•  When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

There was no reason.  The seals just move to different
areas.

•  4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-d8
d`l̀y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-5 N`s4l
ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

snu8 pZ]t4,1qg5< nj1z.dp.8wmgen41y1qo
be7n cd.=4,b48b8, bekc<
nj1z.dp.8wmgen41y1qy8>

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlo`z4]1ulP

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations
where you have lived?
•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

Already answered this earlier.

!%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5
kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

id`vy4,d`\.

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional information: xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:

16. Do you have other information or knowledge about
      seals that you wish to  share?

This is what I noticed you didn’t ask about.  There are
many different kinds of seals around Chesterfield Inlet.
For example there are ringed seals, ranger seals
[harbour seals], there’s even a place called Ranger
Seal Bay, and there’s qairulik’s [harp seals] and there
are najangaq’s [dwarf adult seals].  This is just what I
wanted to add.

!^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?

cp4kwr4,d1qbto dZ=r4,d\8,< n`t5<
cpr4,b4,dzlc48gt5 nt41y1< ntdL41m5<
b`my eGlòz4Z]1u6< 4,wqc48b4,L41m5<
4,wqc48wd4-4,48ga9`l`y5< c7m 4,efor4,b48Kb
b`my< eGl.̀z4Z]1u 4,ef`o5 ntd1mb< c7m
n\1ze5< n\1zd̀̀̀L41mb< `b0kc bG
cp4kwr4`k4,d1qbt5>
He.rP ǹt5 cp4kwd1mb `b0kh1z>
esoZ]t5 cp48`stdyc48g5P
`e pwm\d]1n58g5 bmey8>





Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Anthyme Kadjuk

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo4Lt4 xW6h6bsJ6

`c`t ,Z]8

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1.  How many years have you been hunting ringed
       seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

It’s been a long time now.  Ever since we
started living in Chesterfield Inlet, I have been
hunting seals, every summer, fall, winter and
spring.

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5 w[li`Z3J1uV

ckyc`lo48g48< b`m`y4,b48wmovm
ntvsend\48ga5 cd\b`m5< dic8`xb̀m5<
didb`m5>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?

Yes, wherever I go.  If I travel by boat, or visit a
 community, I go seal hunting.

•  If YES… Where and for how long?
•  Have you lived in other communities?

Yes.  I lived in Arviat for awhile and lived in
Rankin Inlet for quite awhile.  I would go
hunting for seals then.

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

e nj1zgc`v1zm> duck5 ni5 d`l`y5
e.d0lm hno1y5 ntvs4,bd`s1a]1z hǹo5
cwcy>

•  xqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

•  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

`e< c4-c`y4,b.d48wm0l1zl< c7m ckycl8
,`q48Jy41̀u.d48wmzm> bmkny
e.d4,b48wmen.d48g1z ntvs8tlq5>

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?
•  For clothing?
•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

Yes.  All of the above are useful to me.  We eat the
meat, we use the seal skin for clothing and the whole
family in my household eat seal meat.  We all crave for
seal meat.  The seal meat’s nutrients are very good for
our body.  The seal meat is good for our body.  It is our
food at anytime, whether it is winter, summer, fall or
spring time.

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V

•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V

•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV

•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V

•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V

•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

`e< bmey8 `bkc c`gt4,41mb d7h5>
y4iqqc4,48Kq5< `ch`vrqc4,48Kq5< c7ml
bm0bl8̀b48 dy hbv`rta5 nt48g`s1az0b ce>
ntfo4,bv0b< bG̀l`y5 nt48g48n`xo`v1z0b tu[5<
;e=g41n`x48Ky pd1qu1m0bd48 d0th5
tu0th5> ǹt5 pd`]1mb y4iq0lq5< 4,1zuc48
dp41`zk5< cd\8k5 4,1zuctc48 y4iqz0ta5>
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4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?

Yes, I do seal hunting anytime of the season.

•  In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes.  We have a camp nearby, we stay at the
camp every spring.  There, we see lots of seals
on the ice.  This is when we hunt for seals.

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Both are possible.  We could wait by the
breathing hole or go by snowmobile.

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes.  We hunt seal pups when they are on the
ice.  In the spring time, when the ice is
starting to go, the seal pups will spend a lot
of their time on the ice, and/or when there’s
a little bit of ice left by the shore, this is when,
sometimes is easier to hunt the seal pups, and
sometimes there are more seals on that bit of
ice then.

•  In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

•  In the open-water season by boat?

Yes.  When the ice goes away.  We hunt for
seals whenever we can.  As soon as we see
seals we go after it, but in the summer time,
like the month of July, there aren’t many seals
around.  Some seals stay on the floating ice
and go far, some stay, but not very many are
left behind.

•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?

We use rifles.  But in the spring time, when you are

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V

`e< bmey8 ntvs`s1az0b dp41`zk5
ntcvs8Kb`l`y5< 4,1zuc48 dic8`xk5<
cd\8k5< did8k5 4,1zuctc48 ntvs`s1a]a5>

•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?
•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5

N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

`e be7n hnq4,b48b48;5 dp41`zk5 bdny ǹt5
bk8xd1q6n`s1a1mb 4,8wm]5< dp41`zk5 bdny
ntvsen4,b48ga5>

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V

e bemn c]41n1qtc48m5< db4iy48l
c]41n1qKt8< c7ml cdrc48Ky c]41n1qKy<
mdo48Kql c]41n1qKy< bemn ǹt5
bemne`g1mb>

•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?

``e> 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5 p4,b41u\48;5> `b7n
cd\1a48/oco48tlàl`y5 ntc-`y5 wk
4`,1z`yo48tlq̀l`y5> dp41̀zk5 wk `p\o`v1z5 ntc-
`ybd48 4`,1z`y4,bd1qno`s1a1mb bmn
ge\ovlc48tla< d`l̀y5 ,1q48K1y> bmkc ,1q48Ke5
g4,o48tlq5< bemnetla ptrc41y48xd`s1a0lt8l
e`.y< è.yl ǹt5 cu`sy48xdo4,b41mb b`my
g48b`u4,bo`v1zb>

•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u
;8`b41`ug4,48tla?

•  emuc41u5 duck5?

`e< c8`s5< g4,f1`ytc48tla`l`y5> 4,1zuctc48o
da5 ntvs̀s1az0b< bkgc`v1z0bo ntvs4,bv0b<
iwcy cd\7mr`,1z5 b`my Z].eu
nt4,lcse`g1m< e.1q5 g41j5 cd.dZ\d0lt8<
e.1q5 bmkc b`m`y1q̀n4Z]kl,lc48Kt8
cu`s]1̀y4,b48mb>

•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5 mtbdth5?

4kidu5 cg`s1a]ao da5> iwcy dp41`zk5
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waiting by a breathing hole, you use the harpoon.  We
have never used nets.  It only happens when you have
nets out for fishing and a seal is caught on those fish
nets.

•  At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

We use rifles most often when we hunt seals,
especially in the winter time and in the summer
time.

mdo48Ky d`n41j5 cg41n41m5> c7m hlcy8
cg.d48wm1qga5< iwcy e1uy e4,lzsòv1z0b
cd\8k5 e1uy iwcy m5t5gy nt̀s1a]a5>

•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48
ntvsat4,48Kt5?

4kid`tnlc4,e< 4kid`tnlc48
ntv`st4,lc4,b48ga5< didk6 e`. c7m
cd\7mr8k5>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you
      hunt in a particular way?

•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the
map.

No.  We hunt and look for seals anywhere.  As
long as the wind isn’t blowing so hard, we look
for seals wherever we think there is.  If the
area I am at doesn’t have seals, we will go
somewhere else where we think there might
be seals.  I look for seals anywhere.  I go look
for seals up the inlet or just go across.
[Locations marked on attached maps.]

%. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-qz]8b41h5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

`c,< nd8 njgen48< 4iy`s1a]1zo njgen48
chrigc`v1z5 njge6n58 du41j5> `my
nt4,1q/5 bem cy nt4,41y48xdyco48;48>
noc1hgen48o 4iy`s1a]1z b8/d1z̀l`y5
n8x41y41j5 4,mygc0 u8̀sh5>

Ringed seal pups: N5tx=̀i5:

6.   When do ringed seals have their pups?

 In March, the seal pups were born.  They’ll be seal
pups by April.  The skins of the pups won’t be the color
yellow anymore.  When the seal pups are new at birth
their hair is yellow, by April their hair won’t be that color
anymore.

^.   4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

`m52u bem ntc1ao.d48mb< `e0f1ao48/
ntc-y1a48/ocyc41mb< bmkc cukl1q5
4k48sf1`y48/b bem ntc-y1a41yc41mb>
ntck`l`s1a1mbo bmkc cukl1q
4k48s48gk`l0lt8 gfkl8Kt8 4k48s48gk`l0lt8
p\`v1zb>

7. Are there particular locations where pups are most
    commonly found?

•  If YES… Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

No.  The seal pups are usually in a rough part
of the ice.  Of course the seal pups are in the

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

`c, nygen48> bmkc ntc-`y5
myvd1qg`ùs1a1mb> s4,em c;t0
elc`y`s1a1mb ntc1aòv1zu8> myvd1qgu
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snow.  The seals don’t have their pups where it
is not rough or there is no snow.  [Locations
marked on attached maps.]

•  Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

Yes.  The seal pups are usually found in the
same area where they were born the year
before.  The seal pups are usually born
anywhere where the ground has snow and is
rough.  If there was a pup in this area the
year before, sometimes it isn’t there the
following year, sometimes there is another pup
in the same place.  Like any other living
animal, the seal moves around too, they don’t
stay in one place.

•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

(Answered in question 4.)

iwcy< my4,u c;t4,1qgu pZ̀\1qmb>

•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5.
s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

`e< b`my 4,y`q̀s5> b7m6n ntc-y4,41yd]48
myvd1qgy8 iwcyd`s1a1mb< nygend`s1a1mb<
b7m6n pb4,lc48`gzlc48l pb4,f1`y`s1`a0ly<
pb4,,6yo`s1a0lyl cwc1a48b48KtGl
njgen48< `dm]bd48 bem6n njgen48
eKcr\41uh5 p1mb< bemn `b0kc
moge6n48g5 cbd`w6n41̀useg5>

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48 4,d=m4,b48p5
n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

Nid4,d]48 cp48`st $u8>M

8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

      Yes, they do that.  The foxes dig into the dens,
      or they leave their droppings by the dens
      or the seal’s breathing hole, this tells you
      that the foxes were there.  The polar bear
      looks for dens by smelling into the snow,
      and they break the dens by jumping on the
      snow with their front paws.  This is what I’ve
      seen.

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

The Inuit do not use dogs anymore.  Nowadays, the
foxes’ droppings tell you that there is or was a seal
pup and/or a den in under the snow.

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z` ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?

`e< bem6ne`sm`r5> b7mkco trzyckoe5
cGzmròs1a1mb d̀l`y5 `b7n ntc48bo8 d`l`y5
cGl c6n4-q̀s1a1mZ]8 bmdn c;t0 4̀,1zh5<
`b7n nlnekb7mrd1m5< c7m nhe5 bmdn
cGly8 4iỳs1a1mb c;t0 4̀,1za5 nem0la
be7n iwcy e7u8t48Kal e1uy8 p`s1a1mb
bmgu1z bemneguGo 4,d=wm]1z>

•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5
tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

trzyc5 4iu4,f1`y48tlq5 ehe5< trzyc5
cn1q5 nlnekb7mrd1mb bem b`my
cGlb4,41m5 ntc48wtu8 `b7n bem b`mym5
cn48b4,48;48 iwcy myvd1qgu b`my bem
pb4,41m5>
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Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9.  When and where do seals lie on the ice and
       sun themselves?

      The seals are up on the ice by their breathing
      hole, or they could be by the crack of the ice.
      These are the only areas where they could
      be on the ice, so that they could get back into
      the water when danger comes.  They don’t go
      on the ice where there is no breathing hole or
      cracks.
      Hilarie:  Are they starting to go on the ice now
      [March]?
      Anthyme:  Yes, but they’ll really start in April.

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

cGlu1yGl< `s4l cGlu6y5 è.y 4,8wm`s5< c7m
b`my `c]4,y`l`y5 bmkc p-8xt8bd48
b`m`yKt8bd48 iwcy p]1n41u1mb> b`mygen48
4,8wmZ`\1qmb iwcy `b0sm cG̀l0 4,y`by d`l`y5
`b7n `c]v48 cGl4,4-q\48t8 `b7n bG`yn48
4,8wm`s5>
He.rP `mn 4,8wm4,bo48/5?
`c`tP `e1ayc48g5 bem `e0fu
4,8wmoc7mr1yc48g5>

10.  During the open-water season where are ringed
       seals commonly found?
 
 Sometimes where there are fish.  Some seals have

ubliq [a gathering place], like in the area where the
island is, just past Imilik, some seals have ubliqs in

 that area.  That area can have lots of seals at times,
 or the area by Nunariaq.  Sometimes too, the area

between Chesterfield Inlet and our camp in the spring
time, Aulativik, have lots of seals too.  In the summer
time, when the fish are starting to go up rivers, the

 seals are most likely to be around those areas.

!). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
Ni/s`ha?5V

b`myo è.6y m8kc e4,l`o5< e4,l̀ol c7ml
d0o4,`s1a1u1mb ǹt5 e.1q5< `s4l `/y
4ii48`blfl8 d6n `/y< eùo5 d1zttc1zy<
b7m6n eu`o5 b7m6n d0lr48.d\41mZ]8<
nt4,`,l1m5 b8/1n nt4,rc`v1zu d`l̀y5
hnrc0 4,ỳb bm6n< c7m `b7n da5 cd.t-d0l
eGlòz4Z`]0l cky1z nt4,o4,b48u]48
bemn bmkc cd\k5 cg48bt8 e1qvy4,d48g5
bmkn`yqc4,bo`s5 e4,le5 m]48/ocòv1zb>

What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
      (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
      which of these animals seals eat.)

They have fish or cod fish in their stomachs.
They eat mostly these.  Char and cod fish.
This is what they mainly have in their
stomachs.  [Prey animals indicated on
attached pages.]

•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V
Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5 wk4tg9l.H

e4,l1y8l< d`l`y5 `dz41y8 plc4`k48g5 n`t5>
b7mkcl e4,lgene5 bmkc brd48udb48.e5<
bmky1z yrlc48g5>

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?
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Yes.  The reason is that in the spring time,
because they spend so much of their time on
the ice, they stop eating.  Because they don’t
eat, when you kill a seal, it won’t float on the
water, but once they start eating, they start to
float on water, and that’s in the fall time when
they don’t  spend their time basking in the sun
anymore.  It is probably in August  that some
seals start to float in the water.  When their
stomachs are empty, they stop gaining fat, of
course they start losing their fat because they
spend so much of their time on the ice.

`e> pZ]t4,48Kt8 dp41`zk5 4,8wmlco`v1zu8
yrsègo4,b41mb< i-xveo48KtGl
yr4,b1qlc41ykj5< yr4,bo`v1zu8 iwcy
;8b`.f1n48w4,b41mb dic8`xk5 4,8wm4,bf1`y`v1zu8<
e7m4`, b`my `cz2u`l̀y5 e.1q ;8b`.o4,b41mb>
c4icf1q5 elo4,f`ygc`v1zb
4ke8t/oc]1`y4,b41mb `s4,e xl8t/oco4,bvu8
4,8wmlc41ykj5>

Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP

12.  Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
       that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

•  In the number of seals?
•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?
•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,

lungs, …)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

No.  I don’t think so.  I think the only reasons are
because of the seasons changing.  In the summer
time, there’ll be less seals, and by fall time in
August, more seals come back, and in October
the number of seals become more than the
month of August.  They move to different areas,
because they move to places where they will find
something to eat.  It is like this, the seals tend to go
to where the fish go to.  For example;  the area near
Saqpik will have a lot of seals in the fall time.
Sometimes there will be no seals, sometimes there
will be more.  It is because of the current.  As the
current gets stronger and gets lower, it is the
same with the seals.  In the fall time, when the
ice starts to form, there’ll be more seals, because
they are looking for ice to go on to, they want to go
on the ice too.  Some other places is the same too.
The seals look for areas where they can find food.

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1`z`b n`t5 eGlòz4]1u
d`l`y5 4,y`by`5?
•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?
•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?
•  nyw4,b41`y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9`l8`i5 s}?``l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9`l8`i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l̀y5 Ǹs4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?
•  p4kw1qyG`l̀y5?
•  iEc6b6bq9`l8`i5 GxexD3usbq5HV

    ̀c,d4`k48g48> dkc pZ]tgend4`k48g5< e1qvy48
pZ]bd]5> bG nt4,f1`y48wmo.d48Ky cd]8k5<
dic8xo`v1zu `cz2u nt4,o48/oco48Ky<
c8`g;1aòv1z5 nt4,o48/oco48Ky< bmkc
e1qv̀y5 y4iu1ybd48 mo1mb> emne`g1m5<
ǹt5 bmkc ntdw-1u5 bmd1z
d41y8bd4,b48.8wm]en41h5 e.1qy p``s1a1mb>
`s4l `d8`gtqla d6n x48p0 ,1qc< dic8xo`v1z5
nto7mrc̀lo`s1a1m5< e`.y nt4,1q.d`s48<
e`.y nt4,o4,b48Ky< e`.y e1qvy48
pZ]bd1m5< e1qvy4k48gw\`v1z5< e1qvy48J\`v1z5
bemn dt48bd\41mb0bd48< e1qvy41u8bd48
mo8Kt8 iwcy b`m`yf̀l\̀s1a1mb> dic8`xk5
wkc4,bo48tla brd48 nt4,41y48xdo`s1a1m5
`s4,em wkc41u8 4iyvu8bd48 4,8wm]m7jl< c7m
cw1q bmkc nygene5 bemn d41y8bd`s5
nt41y cZ=̀q1q,lc48/b ǹt5 bmd1zen48
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What I am not aware of about changes in the seal
are their meat, heart, and what is in their stomachs,
and any other changes in them.  There are no
changes in them.  Maybe there are changes in
those seals that spend so much time on the
ice.  Once they start eating again in the fall

      time, there is a change in the meat.  It isn’t as
      tender anymore, there really is no change, it is
      only because of their eating habits.  It might be
      the change in what they eat too.  They might
      have been eating something else in an area
      somewhere else, and when they get to
      another area, their diets change by eating
      other than what they had been eating.  I think
      this is what happens.

•  In the number of animals found dead and/or
            how they died?

Yes, but only in the spring time while they are
basking in the sun when they had been killed
by a polar bear, or the tiny seal pups might
have been caught by foxes.  I had seen some
polar bears hunting and trying to catch seals.
I don’t think there’s really any other reasons
why they die.  I have never seen anything like
that.

p4,b48;5 y4i8x4,d41y1qhl e1qvy41u8
molc48ykj5> dZ=fs1qg1zo y4i1qyGl<
dmt1qyGl< c4icf1qyGl< cwc1a48/ocy1qyGl>
cwc1a48/oc1qg5< iwcy bmkc4,e ckylc`vl8
4,8wm0lt8< dic8`xk0bd48 x`l`s1a1mb<
yroco`x48KtGl< y4i1ql wty48xd0lt8
p`s1a]5 cwc1a1q,lc48Kt8 iwcy yr\1qh5
x9`l̀s1a1mb< è. y4i1q4,e< c1`z48Ky
yr4,b.d48Ky cy `nmq1qb1qy8<
bemne4,b4`k48g5 hn cwcy< y4i1q5
cZ=`q1qgf̀l4k41mb e`.>

•  N5`t4 gdzJ5 Ni/siq5 x7ml ck6
gd8i3m`zbV

`e< iwcyo dp41`zk5< 4,8wmy`k\`v1zb nh41h5
p\d8g5< d`l`y5 bmkc ntc-ykle5
trzych5 p\dyky8 nG̀4,b48wmzlc48g1z c7m
bk4,b48wm0l1z nh41y por]y8 ntvs8gy8>
cw1qh< e1uy8 g4klcse`g4`k41mb bmkc<
4,8wmltG̀l`y5< èm`yltG̀l̀y5<
ei4,1qgc41yftG`l̀y5< bemngen4o
bk.d48wm1qmr8g1z>

13.  Do ringed seals from different locations taste
       different?

•  If YES… What are these differences?

Yes, there really is a difference when eating
the meat.  The reason is their diets.  Also, it is
because of the depth of the ocean and the
temperature of the water.  For example, that
area’s water is not as deep as the waters
around here, therefore the meat of the seals
over there are better and tender than our
seals over here.  That’s how it is.

•  Which ones do you prefer?

The seals that are in the deeper area.  Their
meat are tender and better.  Their fat is better
and tender too.

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5
cZ=`q1q̀.5?

•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5?

`e< cZ=`q1qg5< cZ=̀q1qg7m̀r5 pZ]t4,48g5
y4i1qh5< c7m brd0 e8,6y1z< e8,6y1zy8
mo1u1mb0bd48< `d6n41y1zyGl<
yGon41y1zy1zyGl ǹt5 mo8g5< ety1zyGl
emd0> `s4l m6n ety48xd1m5 c1zd1zy>
bem6nbd48 nt1q5 y4itcr1y48xd0lt8l
c4i6y48xd0lt8l bemneg48>

•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

bekc ety48x`ug5> ety48x`ug5<
y4itcr1qy48xe5< m7m41y48xd]5<
c4i6y48xd0lt8l< d48s1ql c4i6y48xd0lt8
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pdy48xd4,b48g5>

14.  Have there been times when you could not catch
       enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
       or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
       or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
       come to an ice edge?

       I don’t really remember this, but in the winter
       when my father did some seal hunting at the
       floe edge.  I know my father, he didn’t seal
       hunt by the breathing hole.  He only seal
       hunted by the floe edge.  I have never known
       my father to hunt seals by the seal’s
       breathing hole even when other hunters were
       hunting by the floe edge, my father only
       hunted seals by the floe edge.  This is
       probably why the seal seemed scarce then.
       He used to say that it was easier to hunt seals
       by the floe edge than it was by the breathing
       hole, because you tend to see more seals
       popping up in the water by the floe edge.  He
       used to say that, once the tide starts coming
       in, that is when the seals will get closer to the
       floe edge.  The tide brings the seal closer to
       the floe edge.

•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
            just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

Like for now, because it’s been awhile since I
had some seal meat, so I’ve been craving for
some seal meat, fat and liver now.  It’s like I’m
longing for it now.  This is how anyone who
eats seal meat gets after awhile, they long to
have seal meat.  This is how I am right now.
Hilarie:  I guess they felt the same way back
then?

      Anthyme:  Yes, even our ancestors felt this
      way too.  It was more important  to our
      ancestors because they depended on the
      seal.  They needed the seal for food for
      themselves, for the fat to heat up the quliq
      [lamp], to feed their dogs, this is why the seal
     was very important to them.

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l< nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky<
d`l̀y5 n`t5 cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8<
d`l̀y5 w`ǹyg1`y48Kt8?

e be0sm6y cd.=7mr1q,lc48g1z< iwcy
didlck4,e w`nwd48Ky bmkc e`. c̀bbz`o`.
4,d=mz0k mdose`g.d41m5 w`ny iwcy<
ẁnywd4ly iwcy p]1n.d41m5>
mdof1n.d1qm5< mdo48gu8 c`bb7y
4,d=.d48wm1qnm cw1q5 mdovlc48tlq5<
ẁnywdgenlc48gc`lykjl bemne/.d48g48>
ẁny`a48 c]41n1qy48xd1mb< mdo48Ky`a48
c]41n41y48xdyv.d41mq5< bdny`a48 ẁny
4,1zuc48 ;e]1n41mb< wyk5 eluo48/l<
eluo48/5 bem 4,GoZ]Z\dyc41mb< bem
bdn1`zfZ\dyc41mb eluo4/5>

•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l
ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?

nt41u5< `mn4,e `s4l nt48g41n`xovm< `e bem
esmeno48;1z ntf8K1z< d4s48 t1ac̀l`y5 `s4l
esmq0l̀a< ip1aq0la bemnen48w4,b41m< bG
bemne;1z `mn d0lu>
He.rP bemnen.d48g8xd`?
`c`tP `e< bemnen.d48g48> bekc`l̀y5
w[o[5 bemne.d48g5 bem `du1z
c8s`ft4,lc,y.d41mb< d48srycvuZ]8<
esmZ]tqycvuZ]8< y4iqycvuZ]8<
4iu4ktqycvuZ]8< b7m6n bem6ne`gtla
bemnemr.d48g48>

•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5
cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?
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When I remember that time, there were seals
all the time, but due to the hunting equipment
that they had, some hunters might have not
had enough dogs to hunt with it seemed
scarce to them.  It was better for those hunters
that had good equipment, like the dogs, rifles
and other necessities they needed to hunt
with.  This is the reason why the seals seemed
scarce then.

•  Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

I don’t know this.  All I know is that the seals
had always been around, but due to the
movement of the current or food, that the seal
moves around too.

•  When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

No.  The seals… no, let me say it this way.
When all the animals are being left alone, like
people not hunting them so much anymore,
they will become fewer in numbers.  Also,
when we, the hunters, do not look hard enough
for the animals, we say there isn’t anymore,
but it is just that we aren’t looking hard
enough.  I think this is how it is to me.

em4`, be0smy cd.=tl1z pb4,e6n48`gzlc48
iwcy cu`s1qy48xd]`\48/.d41mb mkc
pZ]tq0lq5 e1qvZ]̀t5< e.1ql 4i7u4,tc1qKt8
bemne`s1a.d41mb< bmkc cd.Z]t4,tc48g5<
w4k48tZ]t4,dtc48g5 c7ml 4i7u4,dtc48g5
c]1qy48xd`s1q6nd0lt8< p6nd\̀s1a.d41mb<
bem6nj5 bG c]41n48`g`\48/.d48g58>

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?

nd8 4,d=7m1qtc48g1z< 4,d=7m]1zo iwcy
nt4,e6nd\48g48 iwcy eGl48b41mb
e1qvy41j5 njic48 noc1h1z48bgen41y1qh5
`b0kc y4i8xy8bd48 mo8Kt8>

•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5
4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-d8
d`l̀y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-5 N`s4l
ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

nd8 bmkc n`t5< è. y4Z]tl8̀b4,e< e7m6n
d4,4l1z< y4Z]tl8`b5 p\d1qogc̀v1zu8<
p\d4,b4lc1qogc`v1zu8 h1a/oco4,b41mb
cu`s1qgk̀l`\o`s1a1mb< c7m da0bd48 eh8ta5
4iylc1qòv1z0b {pb4,1qg48{
pb4,1q`g`.ogen48Kb d 4iy1qge6n48ga5>
bem6ne`g`\r\vo d1z `mn>

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlo`z4]1ulP

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations
where you have lived?
•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

I had already answered this.  There’s a
difference in their meat.

!%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5
kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

`e be7n id4,dz0k> cZ=`q1qy4,41mb
y4i1qhl< cZ=̀q1qy4,7mr8g4o bG`[n 4,c=m\v>
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Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:

16. Do you have other information or knowledge about
      seals that you wish to share?

Yes.  When hunters stop hunting the seals, they
are going to get fewer, so the hunters have to
keep hunting them, because the seal meat
is an essential part of our diet.  We are always
looking for seals, and know that there are more
over here and less out here and so on.  I don’t
mind if hunters keep hunting the seals.  We have
a lot of use for the skins too.  There’s always
someone who can learn about how to work on the
seal skin because there are a lot of uses for the seal
skin: clothing or ropes.  There are lot of ways to use
the seal skin.  We can age the seal fat and use it for
a dip.  There are many ways we use the seal.  I,

      myself, don’t want any seal hunting stopped and
      want any hunter to hunt them anytime.
      Hilarie:  Anything else that you would like to add?
      Anthyme:  Yes.  I am not happy with the
     Greenpeace people.  Why do they want seal
      hunting stopped up here in the north.  Why do
      they want the seal hunting stopped?  I am not
      happy with them because they don’t know us
      Inuit people.  If they would like to find out more
      about us Inuit people, why not they come up
      and ask us questions too, just like other
      organizations ask us questions.  It is like we
      are paying them but they are against us Inuit.
      It seems to me that they are this way.  I am not
      happy with them too for this reason, just like
      they are not happy with me because I hunt the
      seals. I also would like to add; I would like hunters
      in Nunavut  to hunt the seals all the time.  I don’t
      want anyone to feel that we shouldn’t hunt seals.

!^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?

n`t5 p\d4,b1qogcft8bd48
pb4,f1`y48/ocyc48g5 nln1qKt8 iwcy
p\d4,b48lt8< da5 y4iqz0ta5 `p6nrc4,v0ta5>
`my nt4,41y48xdo48;48< cy nt4,41y48xdo48g58
e7mn 4i`y`nl8Kb `pnd\`s1az0b> d1zo
bmkc n``t5 p\d1q̀nl,lc48/b s4ktq1qb,<
c7ml mkc 4iw1q5 cgrc4,v0ta<
c]f1`y48bd\rc4,41mb< porc1aenrc4,41mb
`ch`v8xd1mb< snuc8xd1mb 4iw1q5<
c8K`n1a]1n48Kt8< n4ktq]1nv0ta5< bmkc
4,huctcmr8 cgf1nv0ta5 4i`w5 d48s1ql
ean48x48wcrlta5 y4iqtc48lta5< p]1nv0ta5
4,hl8`btc48 n`t5> d1zo c6yr\d4k1qb,
c7ml 4,1zuctc48 nt4,b4k=]1z>
He.rP cwcy d4,dw8x4,,y48`p5
d4,dwr4,d1qb41y8?
`c`tP `e iwcy bekc 4k-cqseb,
àr6`p21ayv48bd]5 nt41y c6yfs8g5< snu8
cyfs8/5< `s48? bekc 4k-cq1qb8, 4,d=m1qmb
d0ty1 eh1y5< 4,d=]mat8 4,elt8
cp48stc48lt8bd48 bemn cp48s48bd4,bv0b
bemneo41m1̀z`b< `s4l da5 cio48g48Ktal
civ48g48KtGl< bemne`g`\41mb d7h5>
4kcq1qb,0bd48 bekc d7h 4k-cs1qg5
ntvs8tl1z c7m0bd48 4k-cq1qb,
bemne`g]1zo iwcy `du1z d4,,y4l1z<
4,1zl8`b48 ntvs4k=]1zo hn[0b elcy<
cyr\d4k1qb,`l̀y5>







Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Adam Alogut

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo4Lt4 xW6h6bsJ6

  ̀cb7 clf5

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1. How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

      I have started hunting ever since I was a child.
      It’s for food and clothing.

Hilarie:  When did you get to Chesterfield
Inlet?
Adam:  Since 1981.

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5 w[li`Z3J1uV

bem1zy hbvdy7y8 ntvs4,ben48g1z<
y4iq0lql `ch`vr\d8Kyl p4,bv0k>
He.rP 4,1z eGlòz4Z]1`uo48p?
`cb7P !(*!1atla bmd1z.d48g1z>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
•  If YES… Where and for how long?
•  Have you lived in other communities?

Yes.  I have hunted seals in Coral Harbour
when I was a child.
Hilarie:  This was before 1981?

      Adam:  Yes.

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

•  xqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

•  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

`e< xo41y hbvdtl1z
ntvs4,bd4,b.d48wm]1z>
He.rP !(*! g1̀zy?
`cb7P `e>

3. How important are ringed seals to you?

      They are not that important.  At times it is
      important for food, and they are good to eat.

•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?
•  For clothing?
•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

For food and for clothing.  Seal meat is good
food.

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V

nd8 c8s`ftqlc1qKq5< è.y
c8s`ftq.d48/8Kq5< y4iq0lql
mm48KtG̀l4,b41mb>

•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V

•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV

•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V

•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V

•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

bmeh5 y4iq0lql `ch`vr8Kql p4,bv0i5>
y4itcd0ltGl mm41mb>

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?

Whenever you can hunt seal.

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V

4,1zuc48 nt48 p\d]1n41m5< 4,1zuck5



Adam Alogut

77

•  In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes.  I do hunt for seal pups every spring time.

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Yes.  By walking or by snowmobile.

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes.

•  In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

Yes.

•  In the open-water season by boat?

Yes.

•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?

When waiting by a breathing hole, I use a
harpoon and a rifle when the seal is far.

•  At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

Harpoon and rifle only.

ntvs̀s1a]1z>

•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?
•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5

N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

  `etc48< ntcvsen`s1a]1z dp41`zb`m5>

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V

`e< ntvs̀s1a]1z ps8K1z wìg48K1z`l̀y5>

•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?

`e>

•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u
;8`b41`ug4,48tla?

`e>

•  emuc41u5 duck5?

`e>

•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5 mtbdth5?

d`n41u8< c7m d1zw`,1z5 4kidu8 cg4,b48g1z>

•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48
ntvsat4,48Kt5?

4kidu8 cg4,b48g1z>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you
     hunt in a particular way?

•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the
map.

      No.  I go to where there are seals.  I go up to
      where the islands are in the spring time
      because there are always seal pups around
      there.  In the winter time I go down to the floe

edge to hunt for seals. [Locations marked on

%. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-qz]8b41h5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

nd8< njgen48 nt4,41y41j1zdns4,b48g1z>
c7m d`hn eGlòz4Z`]0 /1̀n1z 4ii48be5
cky1q5 ntc-y4,v]8gc`l1m dp41`z1qnk5
d41y`sv b6m6n< c7m did1atla bdh1z
ẁnh5 emdy41j5 ntvsc1qǹs1a]1z>
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attached map.]

Ringed seal pups: N5tx=`i5:

6. When do ringed seals have their pups?

 In the spring time when the snow starts melting, they
have their dens in between the snow and the ice.  Once
the snow starts to melt, you can tell where the dens are.
In the winter time, you can’t really tell where they are
because they are covered with snow.

^.   4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

dp41`zk5 bmkc wk5 cdo`v1zb eGl4,4,b41mb
ẁk0l c;t0l cky1zy< bmkc 4̀,1q5 `p\òv1zb
nlnf1̀y4Z`]u4,b41mb ntc-`y5 eGl1q5>
did1atla ny\8xdtclc1qmb
c;Z\dwm4,b41mb>

7. Are there particular locations where pups are most
commonly found?
•  If YES… Please mark on the map where these

places are located.

You find them where there’s more snow on the
ice.  They’re not usually by the floe edge.
[Locations marked on attached map.]

•  Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

They’re not in the same place.  They find a den
where they think is safe and where there are
plenty of seals.

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

`my m̀y.d0 iGo1zy< myv\dy41`uanlc1qg5<
m̀y.dy41u `my c;t4,41y41u e`h4,b4`k41mb
m̀y.d`y5 cky1zy b`my< wk4,41y41`u4,b41mb<
e`. ẁn`ylcv]1qg5>

•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5.
s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48 4,d=m4,b48p5
n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

nd8< bG`ybenf1n1qgfle5 mkc>
p]unr\en41u1y< nt4,41y41u èh`s5>

8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

      Yes, they do, because they eat the seal pups
      too.  Both the polar bears and foxes do hunt
      seals where the ice is solid.  There has been
      times when I found seal pups that have been
      killed by foxes.

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair

             before you have?

(Already answered)

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z` ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?

`e< bmkc y4iq1m`q`.> c;t4,41y41u `/y
cd.yd1qgu ntvs̀s1a1u]5 nhel
trzycl> è.y nyw.d,en`s1a]1z
trzyc41u p\dyku ntc-yc`.kl1u5>

•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5
tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

Nid`vy4,d]48M
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Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
      themselves?

 The seal pups start going on the ice in the months of
May and June.
Hilarie:  Both the seals and their pups?

      Adam:  As soon as the sun start shining bright and
      starts getting warmer the seals start going on the ice.

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

u< ]6 b`my 4`,1z`yòs5< ntc-`y5< ẁk0 4`,1zy>
He.rP ntc-̀y5 ǹt5?
`cb7P `bk8xd1qn48wo`s5> w4i6y`\4,bogc`v1z5<
e`i41nf1`yrcgc`v1z5 n`t5 4,i`s5>

10.  During the open-water season where are ringed
       seals commonly found?

 Anywhere.  They could be by the shore, sometimes
they could be on land.

!). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
Ni/s`ha?5V

nuge`ǹs5> hnd0 iGo1zy< hnùl̀y5
4,8wm.d,en`s5< nugend`s5 ǹt5>

What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
      (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
      which of these animals seals eat.)

Cod fish, and kanajuq’s [sculpins], I can’t recognize
some of the things they have in their stomachs, but
it’s mostly cod fish and kanajuqs.  [Prey animals
indicated on attached pages.]

•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?

No, I don’t think so.  I don’t think their eating
habits change.

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V
Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5 wk4tg9l.H

b7mky1z `dz48< ,n]48< e.1ql
eob41nlcsèg1mb 4,d=4,b48wm\,o
dzel ,n]el>

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?

nd1a4`k48> cw1a48/oc]1n4`k1qg5 y4i1q5>

Changes or differences in ringed seals over time: n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP
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12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
       that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

      Yes.  I think that the changes is that before the
      seals were usually close to the shore and
      when they pop their heads from the water,
      they used to take their time to look around.
      These days, they seem to pop up their heads
      and start getting away right away.

•  In the number of seals?

I think the numbers haven’t changed at all.

•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?

No.  I have never found hunting seal difficult.

•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,

lungs, …)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

No.  Nothing seems to be changed.

•  In the number of animals found dead and/or how
they died?

It was quite awhile ago.  I do remember finding
some.
Hilarie:  When exactly do you think?
Adam:  Maybe around 1975.  I don’t really
remember when exactly.  I think they were
caught by foxes, because the seals’ eyes were
removed.  I don’t really know what happened
to them.

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1`z`b n`t5 eGlòz4]1u
d`l`y5 4,y`by`5?

`e< mkco cw1avsq\,> ǹt5
4,yZ`]u`]\4,b.d48wmzlc41mb< 4,y`n48st8
;èv.8/.dvlc41mb< c7ml ;e`z1zu8
4,y`n1qn48Kt8 4iyf`l\en`s1azlc41mb<
ekco ;e`z1zb 4imw,dtq`4,b48`g\o41mb<
4,d=x48`g\1qKtG̀l`y5>

•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?

nd8< cusc`l`\1qn48g5< s4kw48`g`\1qg5>

•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?

c]41n48`g\.d48wm1qg6 dkc n`t5>

•  nyw4,b41`y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9`l8`i5 s}?``l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9`l8`i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l̀y5 Ǹs4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?
•  p4kw1qyG`l̀y5?
•  iEc6b6bq9`l8`i5 GxexD3usbq5HV

nd8 cwZ=48wm4`k1qg5>

•  N5`t4 gdzJ5 Ni/siq5 x7ml ck6
gd8i3m`zbV

4,1z,.d4,b.d58g9`okc
g4k1z]48wd4,b.d48wm]1z< `mn g4k1z]u
4,d=.d48wm]1`y48g1z>
He.rP 4,1z,.dy48/5< 4,1zd4`k48/ic48?
`cb7P &%vl1u b`my> cd.=lc1qg1z
4,1zd.d48wm1m1`z5> ǹt e`.y trzychlic48
p\d4,b41y`k]8xdzu e`=n1q 4̀,48wm4,b48Kt8
yr\d4,b41y`k.d41mb> s6ỳkm1`z`b
4,d=m.d48wm1qbv be1n>

13.  Do ringed seals from different locations taste
       different?

•  If YES… What are these differences?
•  Which ones do you prefer?

Yes.  There are differences.  Some of the

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5
cZ=`q1q̀.5?

•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5?
•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

`e< cZ=`q1qg5> e.1q mm48Kt8< 4,henu
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seals’ meat is really good.  I guess it’s the
seals’ diets.  Seals in other areas probably eat
differently than other seals in other areas.  It
seems the seals around Coral Harbour area
are better tasting than the seal’s around here.

yr\1qy4,e `my cw1qy yr8g8xd1uzu
y4i1q5 cZ=̀q1qu]5< mm41y48xd]l
mm1qy48xd]l> `/yw1y48xe5 x̀o5 u8̀xy
nt1q5 mm48g7mrc`l`\41mb>

14. Have there been times when you could not catch
      enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
      or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
      or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
      come to an ice edge?

•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

•  Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

•  When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

None.  I have never noticed seals being scarce
at anytime.

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l< nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky<
d`l̀y5 n`t5
cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8< d`l`y5 ẁn`yg1`y48Kt8?
•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l

ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?
•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5

cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?
•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5

4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-d8
d`l̀y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-5 N`s4l
ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

nd8< 4,d=.d48wm1qbv c]41n48tlq5>

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlo`z4]1ulP

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations
where you have lived?
•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

There really is no differences.  The only thing
is that I have never seen Ranger seals in the
Coral Harbour area.  I’ve only noticed them
after I’ve moved to Chesterfield Inlet.

!%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5
kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

bmkc cZ=`q1qy4,lc1qg5 iwcy mkc b8`/`y
4,wqc41y8 4,d=se`g.dvm>
4,wqc48b4,48`g\f1n1qm5 b8/1n< `my iwcy
hn7mr1j5 e.1zy `my 4,wqc4,en`s1a1m5>

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:
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16. Do you have other information or knowledge
about seals that you wish to  share?

Nothing really I can think of.  The seal meat is a
really good food.  In the winter time when
you’re out hunting and you get cold, eating the

      seal meat could warm you up in no time at all.
      I think eating seal meat often keeps you
      healthier too, the seal has good blood, really
      keeps you warm when you’re out hunting.

!^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?

esmq\4,lc1qg1z> ǹt5 y4itc``l1mb < didkl
cd.48wm0ly yr0lq5 d4`kn48w,dtq1mb<
4,1zl8`b48 yr\d8,lcft8 s4kbdlc4`k1qg48>
c7m cyc41nv]lc1qg8xd0lt8 y4itcd1mb<
cdtcr8KtGl e`i41n41nlcse`g1mb
cd.48wm0ly w.u>







Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Casimir Kriterdluk

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo4Lt4 xW6h6bsJ6

,Z=u 4it4l8

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1. How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

I was just a young boy.  We used to live at
Nanuujumaa.  I am now 55; I guess I was 12
years old then.  I used to hunt to the Daly Bay
area.   Iksirqjjuaqmiut, the people from the
Roman Catholic Church, used to have dogs.  (I
guess the dogs belonged to the Roman
Catholic Church.)  The Iksiraqjjuaqmiut were
people like Putulik and Victor; these two
were brothers with Celestino.  We would go
camping in the spring time to Nanuujumaa to
gather some seal meat for the dogs.

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5 w[li`Z3J1uV

4,0wyic48 h,pcf`lo48K1z cd.=o48K1z
ǹh]`m`u/.d48wmz0b> bem1zycl8 %%y8
did4,ovm< e7m4`, !@y8 did4,o48K1z> nj5
c[1z eh8w-8.8,l1h5 u8w4.1zh5< nd1
e8wv4]c41ud5 4i1u4,48/.d41mb? dkc
e8wv4]c41udbdyv48bd.d41mb ;go,le5 `b0kc
-48`g`q,le5 h,`r,lcle5< w.ẁh`q5<
p4,tq0lq5 ǹh]`mj5 cd`.4,b.d48wm]a
dp41`z`vlk5< 4iu4kt8xy8 ,t48sens`j5>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
•  If YES… Where and for how long?
•  Have you lived in other communities?

Yes.  In Rankin Inlet.  We lived in Rankin Inlet
for 10 years.  I’d go boating and hunt seals.  I
would go hunting to Angijut, Igluliqjuaq and
other places.
Hilarie:  Did you live in other communities
besides Chesterfield Inlet and Rankin Inlet?
Casimir:  I lived Baker Lake for awhile, but
there aren’t any seals in Baker Lake.

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

•  xqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

•  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

`e7mrcl8> ,1q48Jy41ul> ,1q48Jy41u
ckyf`l.d48wm1u]48> 4,0wy8`l̀y5
didy8 be,`y.d48wm1u]a5> !)y didy8<
,1q48Jy41u duc48g4,b48gc`l.d48g1z
nt48wd,bd\48K1z bdh1z c1q]h5<
eGlo8Z]c41j5 nj ,1q48Kk̀l\1qh5 be,y
,1q48Jy41u> 4,mygc41`u.d48wmzlc48g1z
nt4,1qgc`l1m b8p1n>

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?
•  For clothing?
•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

The seal skin is used for clothing in the winter
time to keep you warm.  Ideal clothing when
you want to prevent your clothing from getting

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V

•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V

•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV

•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V

•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V

•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

c8sf41n48gcle5> bem d4kfbd1mb< didk5
4,dw41n48tla cg48gmrc`l1mb ch`vr0lq5<
c7ml ;clq0lq5< ,uq0lq5 w.̀/r0lq5>
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wet.  You can also use the skin for mittens,
kamiks and outer pants.

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?
•  In the spring working with others to hunt young

seals?

I don’t hunt for seal pups in the spring time.

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes.

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

By snowmobile and waiting by the breathing
hole.

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes.

•  In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

Already answered.

•  In the open-water season by boat?

Yes.  Of course, I never stop hunting seals.

•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?

Rifle.  Only rifle.  If, after the seal is wounded,
and the seal is still alive in the water, then I
would use the harpoon.

•  At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

None.

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V
•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?

nd8 ntcvssegf`l]1zo dp41z8`xk5>

•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5
N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

`e>

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V

wi`gkl db4id\48K1z>

•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?

`e>

•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u
;8`b41`ug4,48tla?

id`vy4,d]>

•  emuc41u5 duck5?

`e< `e7mrcl8 h4,f1n1qg1z>

•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5 mtbdth5?

4kidu5> 4kidtgen41j5 iwcy> è. `dm8/5
py4l8/5 d`n41j5 iwcy p\rc4,41u1m5>

•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48
ntvsat4,48Kt5?

nd8>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where %. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-qz]8b41h5?
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you hunt in a particular way?
•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the

map.

      No.  I go to places where there might be seals.
      If there are no seals around, then we might
      have an idea where to go.  Nunariaq and
      places like that.  [Locations marked on
      attached maps.]

•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

nd8< p`]u\r\0thbd48 e1qv,b4,b41uz0b>
e`. nt4,1qlc`vl8/5 e1̀n48wm4,b48ga5>
hnrc41j̀l`y5< 4,[1z 4,mygc0 u8w48.8,lch5
elwG.8gh5< ,1q48K,l1h5 bmdnlc48>

Ringed seal pups: N5tx=̀i5:

6.   When do ringed seals have their pups?

 In the month of March.  There are some pups now,
white little ones.

^.   4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

bGy `m52u> bem ntc̀v`lo48g5 4,k48gkle5>

7.   Are there particular locations where pups are most
      commonly found?

•  If YES… Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

•  Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

No.  They’re found in different places.  Usually
      in kangiqluk’s [coves]. I don’t think there are
      any seal pups in the open sea only around
      kangiqluk area near the land is where we find
      the pups. [Locations marked on attached
      map.]

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>
•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5.

s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48 4,d=m4,b48p5
n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

nd8< nyucl8̀b1azlc48> e`. ,1q48Kf]48.,le5
elc`yf]4,b48gc`l4,b48g5> dny
em48bdylc`vl1u ntc48b4,segf`l4`k48g48<
,1q48Kf]4.,len41y b`my hnj 4,yf]4.8gy>

8.  Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

      Yes.  Of course.  We had passed by a dead seal
      pup that was eaten by a fox on our way to
      Ataniqliq (near Daly Bay).
      Hilarie:  Do you often see this?

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z` ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?
•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5

tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

`e7mrcl8> c04k`x48w.d48wm1u]a5 cby48`J5
`x1zy< ntc1aw3--yf]G.,l1u5<
c04k`x48w.d48wm]a5 yr\d`x48gu8>
He.rP bkwm\e5
,Z=uP  nd8 cbd1w48K1z iwcylc`vl8>
yr\d4,b58gcle5> n6huGo nd8



Casimir Kriterdluk

88

Casimir:  No, just this one time.  Foxes do eat
the seal pups.  I have never seen a polar bear
eating seal pups on ice, but it is obvious that
they do.

bdg.d48wm1qg1z< e`. wkùo>
bdg.d48wm1q,lc48g1z< /xasgen48g1z
n6hy1< yr\d4,b48gc`l1u]5 nln1q.48>

Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9.  When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
      themselves?

 In the spring and fall time when the ice is just forming.
In the spring time, once the ice starts getting water on
top. In the fall time, after the ice has formed, and on
floating ice too.

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

dp41`zkl dic8`xkl wkc`x48tla< dp41`zk5 wk
b7m6n em4.4,orcgc`v1z5> nyuc48<
nyucl8̀b48 4,8wmo4,b48g5< c7m dic8`xk5
wkc`xmr8gu> e`. wkc-yf]8.,l1y b̀my<
c7ml ;8̀bf]8.,l1`ys48gf`lzlc5>

10.   During the open-water season where are ringed
       seals commonly found?

I had said earlier, When the ice is totally gone.
Where there are some currents.  I had
mentioned coves earlier too.

!). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
Ni/s`ha?5V

bem d4,4,d[1z< e1qvyf]G.,l1y
b`myf]G.,l̀y d9l ,1q48Kf]G.,l1y
d4,4,d]1z tc48 w[o41u>

What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
      (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
      which of these animals seals eat.)

 No, I have never really seen what is in their
 stomachs.  Kinguks [amphipods], what kind of
 fish are those, they’re really small ones.  I
 have forgotten their names.
 Hilarie:  I’ll show you.

      [Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change
            with season?

Yes.  In the fall time, they float.  It is when they
often eat that they are able to do this, they gain
fat.  In the spring time, they sink down to the

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V
Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5
wk4tg9l.H

nd8< c4icf1udb1qy8 4,d=tcf1n1qg1z<
4iytcf1n1q7mr8g1z> i1a1yGl< cw1qy8
;ea9.4,L be0kn1z5 yr4,b48gc`l1u]5>
He.rP bkt6yc48/q5 cZ=1acy8>

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?

`e< dic8`xk5 ;8b`.4,b41mb< bem yrz]`,1zu8
iwcy 4ke8t4,b41mb dic8x`\k5> dp41`zk5
n.z]lcj̀lic48 i-4,b41mbo dp41`zk5
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bottom, I guess because they’re lying around
so much.  They’re spending so much on top of
the ice.

d48silco41ydj5< n.p,lcj4,e>
4,8wmp8,lcj5>

Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP

12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
       that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

•  In the number of seals?
•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?
•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,

lungs, …)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

I have never really been aware of changes.  I
don’t think there’s really much change in the
numbers of the seals.  In fact, they’re probably
more in numbers now that people do not sell
their skins anymore.

•  In the number of animals found dead
            and/or how they died?

None.  I have never found one.
Sidonie Kriterdluk: They had found a seal that
was alive with the fur full of fat that had been
exposed in the air for a long time.
Hilarie:  The seal was alive?
Sidonie:  Yes.
Casimir:  Never found a dead seal before.

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1`z`b n`t5 eGlòz4]1u
d`l̀y5 4,y`by`5?

•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?
•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?
•  nyw4,b41`y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9`l8`i5 s}?``l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9`l8`i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l̀y5 Ǹs4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?
•  p4kw1qyG`l̀y5?
•  iEc6b6bq9`l8`i5 GxexD3usbq5HV

nd8 dZ=r\4,lc48`g\1qg1z< s4kwlc48`g\1qg5
cu`sy1q5> cus1a8,y48g8xd]`o0kc d0lu
ye-c1a4,bf1`y41mb< cil8gk`lovu1 nd1?

•  N5`t4 gdzJ5 Ni/siq5 x7ml ck6
gd8i3m`zbV

nd8< g4k1z]u8 nyw.d48wm1qg1z>
,Z=u hoc1zP nyw.d48wm]o8 n5t41u5 d28sc
cky x48i`\48gu5>
He.rP n5t48 `dm`]48?
,Z=u hoc1zP `e>
,Z=uP g4k1z]u8 nyw.d48wm1qg1z>

13. Do ringed seals from different locations taste
       different?

•  If YES… What are these differences?

Yes.  There are a big difference in their meat.  I
 think it is because the waters around Chesterfield
Inlet are colder in the summer time, same with the
Daly Bay area.  The meat of these areas are
different from each other.  There are differences

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5
cZ=`q1q̀.5?

•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5?

e7mrcl8 y4i1z< y4i1q5 cZ=`q1qy4,48g5< dn
yG.s1y48xd4`k41m5 eGlòz4Z]8 cd\k5<
/d1z48Ky cby48J8,l1h5< y4i1q5 4,h48
cZ=`q1qy48xd4,b48g5> dy ,1q48Jy41`uKy
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too between the seal meat in the Rankin Inlet
and the Chesterfield Inlet area.  The Rankin
Inlet’s seal meats seems to be tender.  It is just
like the caribou meats around different areas.
There are differences of the meat between two
areas.

•  Which ones do you prefer?

The ones near the Daly Bay area.

y4i1qbd48 4,s1zy48xd`]\41y48xd4,b41mb bemn
g8gtg< g8gebd48 bemneu1mb hn`o5
cw1qy8 d1zw1y48xu5 yG.s1y48xu8
cZ=`q4,b1qgcle5 bemn>

•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

`/y< eh8w-1u< `/y,l8 b8`/y eGlòz4Z`]0
cwcy `/y `k`zl1u,l>

14. Have there been times when you could not catch
      enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
      or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
      or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
      come to an ice edge?

•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

•  Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

•  When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

None.  I have never seen this.  My parents did
hunt for seal so that they could feed their
dogs, but I have never noticed anytime if the
seals were ever scarce.

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l< nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky<
d`l̀y5 n`t5 cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8<
d`l̀y5 w`ǹyg1`y48Kt8?
•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l

ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?
•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5

cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?
•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5

4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-d8
d`l̀y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-5 N`s4l
ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

nd8< bemnegu8o c1at1qgf`lzm>
4iu4kt8x48wd48/.d1qgf`lzlc48g1zo<
e`. dkc8 tac48wq.d48b,8 `c,f`lzlc48
4iu4kt4x48wd4,b.d41mb bem> nd8
c]41n1`q̀n48gf`l`\48g48 d0luj5 tiKa>

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlo`z4]1ulP

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations
where you have lived?
•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

(There are no seals in Baker Lake.)

!%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5
kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

Nid`vy4,d\e5>M



Casimir Kriterdluk

91

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:

16. Do you have other information or knowledge about
seals that you wish to  share?

There are a couple of times that I have caught
two seals that already had a wound.  One was
near Promise Island in the spring time.  It had

      a wound on its back, apparently the hunter
      had lost it, after he had wounded the seal.
      The wound had become infected, and it
      became rotten.  The other time was when
      Simon Kolit was still alive.  Him and I used go
      out boating to Pikiuliaqjjuk and further.  The
      seal had been cut just below its throat area.  I
      guess a hunter waiting by the breathing hole
      had harpooned it, but lost it too.  The wound
      was very fresh.  Usually a wound becomes
      rotten after awhile, but this was a fresh wound.
      It was a cut right by the throat of the seal.
      Hilarie:  Any others?
     Casimir:  No, I do not have very much else to
     say.

!^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?

`e1agenrco8> bem mfe48K1z
c1awmovlc48g1z ei4,48g-`y41y1> p4,`b
ptd`.48`g0 4,y`by dp41z8x`\48 g4,48tla
w4k48t6n0k c6n8bdyk-6ydyvu 4,t`zb
d1zttc1za bmdn ghca5 eàn`l.d48g58<
4kidj9`l`y5 w4k48tb-yc c4,rc48tla< c7m
bem 4,d=.d48wm]1z w`j 4k`o5 èh.d48tla<
bG[1z duc48g4,b.dv7h8 c[1`zl7mr8< pd`m<
,1q48Jyd0 u8w1̀z1zh5 pidoc4Z]e5 be0kc
d1z`by> bG̀[n p.8bdwm]u8< d`[n
g48Kcb cttc1za5 p.8bdwm]u<
c6ne\d]-y4,e mdo4,b48g-ydy48gy1ze>
h̀b7mrk`l.d48wm]48< ean4,b48gc`lzlc41mb
eig4,do`v1zu1< be7no h̀bmrk`l.d48wm]48>
d`[n p.8wm7mr8g48< g48K1zb cttcklca5<
c6n8bd]-yd4`k48g41q1n>
He.rP cẁo8?
,Z=uP nd8< d4,dw8x4,f1`y48g1z>





Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional knowledge
interview with Honore Aggark

w][lòZ3J1u5 N5̀t5 cspn6bsiq5 wkw5
W6fyq8i4 mo4Lt4 xW6h6bsJ6

dhr cGz8

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals: c1ans8bdtlq5 ǹt5 c7ml p7mrdtbdy1q5P

1.  How many years have you been hunting ringed seals
in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

I have started hunting since I could hunt, I
don’t even know how long it has been.  So
many years now, because it’s been since I
learned to seal hunt.

!. ck6 xfistQJ6 N5tCh4ymo6W5 w[li`Z3J1uV

bem1`zl8 c]f1`yvm nt48wdvm< 4,0wdo41m1`z`b
did48`l`y5 4,d=m1qbv cu`slco41yk1q̀h5>
bem1`zl8 nt48wdf1n48wzm h4,.d48wm1qnm>
did48l c`vyl nt48wd1qlco.dvm>

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
•  If YES… Where and for how long?
•  Have you lived in other communities?

Yes.  I have hunted seals in the Qamauqvik
area.  We lived over there for two years.  I
know there are a lot of seals over there.

@. kNQ/=5 xyxi5 N5tCh4ym`=5V

•  xqDi.... Nu x7m ck6 xfistQJ6V

•  kNQ/=5 xyxi5 kNc6ym`=5V

`e> cy 4,md48-1y did1 m`f8
bd`y4,bd.d48wm]1z> bd7nl nt41n48g48
4,d=m\v nt4,a`.1a0lyl>

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
•  Do you use them for food?
•  For cultural activities?
•  For clothing?
•  For medicine?
•  For anything else?

      The seal is useful for everything.  The seal
      meat is dog food and the seal fat is good.  The
      seal was useful for everything.  The skin was

made for clothing and used to make packs to
help dogs carry loads and sometimes the skins
were used to make tents.  The seal skin was
very useful.

#. ck6 x4h`DtQ=Q5 N5`t5V

•  ieQ/six3iq8`k5V

•  W6fygcw5 W0JtQ9l`AV

•  x8k`C4nsiz`k5V

•  `x8ix3Nq5gk x`gtc3iz`k5V

•  xyq8k9`l8`i5V

`e> snl8̀btc41j5 cg41mb n`t5>
4iu4kt8xr0lql didk5 c7ml d48s1q5
pd1mb> cg48/.dv0ta5 bmkc ǹt5
c8sclmr8 snl8̀btcmr1h5> bmkcl 4iw1q5
,ud0lt8< 4,4ood48bd8KtGl cg48/.d41mb>
c7ml 4i1uh5 n1mdbdz]8Kt8< e`.yl
gpr\d8Kt8 bemne`g[5> cg48y4k48g]cle5
bmkc n`t5 bem1zl8`b48 4,d=m\,o>

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and how
do you hunt them?

      I hunted seals in all seasons.  We would hunt
      seals in the winter all the time.  We would go

$. x3`C`A2 Noxf5 N5tCh`ha=5 x7ml ck6
N5tCh`ha=5V

bmeydzlc41m5> didk5 nt48wd48/.dv0b
h4,f1n41n1z ẁn1zy> c]41n41y48xd1m5
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      down to the floe edge and hunt seals.  It used
      to be harder to hunt the seal in the winter time.
      In the spring time when the seals were on the
      ice, it used to be easier to hunt them than in
      the winter.  In the spring, there were times it
      wasn’t necessary to hunt them, because the
      seals are on the ice and much easier to get at.
      When the snow on the breathing holes start
      melting, this was very enjoyable because you
      use the harpoon, not the rifle to catch the seal.
      This is how we used to hunt seals.  We would
      catch a lot of seals.

•  In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

Yes.  There would be many of us, but at times
there would only be the two of us hunting for seal
pups.

•  By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges and
breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes.  Dens.  Yes, I have found some.  The seal
pups were still white.  I have found some seal
pups a few times.You find them alive in a cave,  that
is how I got seal pups quite a few times.
Hilarie:  Do you find them close to the land?
Aggark:  Close to the land, but not on the land. They are
usually in the ridges of the ice off the land in the rough ice.

•  By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Yes, we’ve hunted seals with snowmobiles, but
it seems harder to hunt seal with snowmobiles.
Back then, we used to hunt seals with dogs.
The dogs would find the seal dens.  The dogs
really went after the seal dens, therefore it was
easier then.  These days, you only go by snowmobile,
therefore it seems harder to find the seal pups’ dens.
If you know what to look for, you know where the
dens are, but if you don’t know, then it is hard
to find the dens.  Back then when we had dog
teams, it was easier to hunt them because you
have the dog’s help.  Once the dogs learn
where to find the seal pups’ dens, they really
go at it.  They get used to it, so it seemed

didk5< dp41`zk5 g0 4`,1z`yòv1zu8
bk8xdo48/1mbo c]41n1qy48xd`\48/.d48g48<
did5 ntlc41y48 c]41n48/.d48g48o<
nt41n48/8,lc48Ky ntlc`vl1y48
c]41n41y48xd0ly> dp41̀zko
ntvsa1̀ygen48/.d41m5 wk5 4̀,1z`yo`v1zb>
bemneg5> cml cGl5 4k.eo48tlq5
cocne`.1a1u1m5 w4k48tZ]`j1qg48 xkh5
4k.1q48w0ly cocney48`/1a1m5 `b7n
cg48/.d41uz0ta5 bemn> cuscl1y5
nt48/.d48ga5 nt4,`v1z5 bemnegy8>

•  dp41`zk5 e`h4,t1y5 ntc48wd4,t4,48Kt5?

`e> cu`s0lb è.y> è.y cùsy48
c]41n`v1z5 mfendzlc48Ky ntc48wd48Ky
c]41n48/.d1qg48>

•  xs9`M6ymt9l`t5 Wh4X9oxt9lt9`l8`i5
N5tx=iCh`ha`=5 kN3/q8i4V

hn4Z\1qy8 cGly8> bemnegy8 `e
nyw9̀.wm1u]1z> ekc 4,k4gk`l0lt8so ntc5
e`.y `dm0lt8 b4,y elc`y`s1a1mb>
bemnegy8 4,0`w48K1zic48 bemnegy8
ntc.d48wmo48g1z>
He.rP b̀my hnu 4,yy48xdz]8`/5?
cGz8P e`.y hn48/w8Kt8 dny xt8gu
m̀y`.4n1y e0/1mb my4,rclc1qgu>

•  sb6rs6Lt9`l8`i5 s}?`l8i5 yr`g4f5V

w`i`g`k48Kbo nt48wd4,bvlc48ga5 iwcy w`i`gko
4,d=wm`]\48b0k5 c]41n41y48xd`\48g48 n`t5>
4ij8wko 4iu4,48Ky cGl5 ne\d.d41mb
wk`uKy nrdZ=-q0lq5 bG ntc48b4,41m5
c8scl8 p\d1m5 4i1uy8 nln1qKy `b7n
euc`.l8Ka bemn be0ky1z u4k1q
4,k48gk`ltlq5so< bemn pn48/.d48wm]48>
`mno ẁi`g1qǹko48Kt cGlwy48
c]41n48gmrc`lo41m5 4k.ewm1qKy
c1m1qgc48/5 4,d=m0ly myvuc41u
nln1qu]f̀lzle5 ny4owm̀s1a1mb cGl5
bemne`gzle5> 4,d=m1qlc48Ky
c]41n48gf`l1m5> 4i1u4,48/.d48Kyo
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easier to hunt seal pups then.

•  By snowmachine in the spring when seals are lying
on the ice and sunning themselves?

We hunted seals whatever season was as long
as we are close to the shore or the sea ice.
We didn’t go caribou hunting much then,
unlike nowadays, because the caribou was
very scarce then.  We really depended on the
seal, so we never stopped seal hunting.
Sometimes we would go out seal hunting
alone.  As long as you had dogs, sometimes it
was hard, but you just let the dogs go,
when you went seal hunting alone, the dogs
will walk around, and you just wait by the
breathing hole.  Eventually a seal will come
around.  The seal’s breathing holes are not all
the same.  Some seals will not get to a certain
breathing hole, and you know some will go to
a certain breathing hole.  You know about
these when you have been taught about them.
You know that a certain hole will have a
seal come to it, and you know that a seal will
not come up by another.
Hilarie:  How did you know this?
Aggark:  Our ancestors knew about these.
This is how we learned.  As long as you knew
that a certain breathing hole wasn’t
approached by a seal for awhile, and once the
dogs start walking around, you knew that a
seal will approach that breathing hole.  This is
how it used to be.  If you get to a breathing
hole when a seal was there, once you get
there, the seal will get away from it and not
come back to it.

•  In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

•  In the open-water season by boat?
•  Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net?
•  At other times of year and/or using other

techniques or approaches?

      I have never used nets.  It was better to hunt
      with a harpoon.  Back then we didn’t use

c]41n1q̀g\mr1y48xd.d48g48> 4i1u5
eoydòv1zu8 cGlx48gmrc`l`s1a.d41mb
derb8wmo`v1zu8> bemno
c]41n1qy48xd.d48g5 4i1uh5>

•  dp41z8`xk5 wi`gk5 n`t5 4,8wm4,bo48tlq5?

4,1zuc48 nt48wd48/.dvm h4,f1n41n1z bemn
brd`us1z`v1zm> g8goc48`bl8/.d1qn0bo `mng5<
g8g5 c]41n7mr8/.d48wm1mb be0sy>
ǹtntcy8 c8s`ft4,48/.d48wmz0b be0smy>
ǹt6ntcy8 c8s`ft4,48/.dv0b h4,se`g.dv0b
nt48wd48Kb> e`.y eh̀gzlc48Ky
nt48wd48Ky< 4iu4,gc48Ky c7m c]41nvlc48Ky
p6n48/.d48g48< 4i7u5 eotwmgc41mb
`puc48Kq5 ehgc1a0ly `b0kc 4i1u5 psl8Kt8
b`my< bGy db4i0ly cGlu
d41y8bdyc48`g\48g48 `nm8`g\`v1z5> cGl5
cZ=`q1qu1mb< e6h1yc1qg48l eh1yc48g48l
4,d=mo48Kq c]4i48geZ\dwmy`k0ly<
e6h8`xoyc48g4l cGl nln1q,lc41u1m5<
e6h1yc1qg48l 4,d=mn48Ky<
bemne`g.d41m5>
He.rP 4,h48 4,d=7m6n4,b.d48/?
cGz8P bekc w[`o5 mdo48/.d48g5
4,d=m]c`l.d41mb< d0lu d4,dwr\d]5
bemneg5 nln48/.d1qm5> `b7n
n]48bd`xlckl1qgcfy n]48bd]48
no4k1qgc`vy bem 4i7u5 pslo48/b
n]48bd.d1qgcfy d41y8bdyc48
nln1qtc48g48 bem6n> bG`ytla n.dla
4iiqgcfy bG[1z dtZ`\1qm>

•  dp41`zmr1u cd\1ao`x48tlàl`y5 emuc41u
;8`b41`ug4,48tla?

•  emuc41u5 duck5?
•  w4k48tZ]tj`l`y5< d̀n41j`l`y5< d̀l`y5

mtbdth5?
•  4,1zuck5 did0 elcy d`l`y5 cwca1`z48

ntvsat4,48Kt5?

mtbdt6y8 cg.d48wm1qtc48g1z> x8kho
pdy48xd.d41m5> w48ktZ]7j5
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      rifles to hunt seals with, we always had harpoons.
      Nowadays, since we are using only snowmobiles,
      rifles are the only ones we use to hunt seals with,
      with this you have to have a hook made especially
      to pick up seals.  Looking back it’s not the same
      anymore.

por.d1q,lcv0bo be0smy
x8k4,l8`bl4i`,1z0b> `mno w4k48tZ]`t5 ẁi`gy8
cgo41mb w4k48tZ]ben41h5 iwcy
y0/41n48/o48m5 y8w4,48Kyl<
bemne`g.d48g48> i1ajhn
cZ=d]1`y48/oc]fl8>

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you
     hunt in a particular way?

 If we hunted seals to a certain breathing hole, next
 day we would go to a different one.  If the one you
 are at doesn’t have any seal, then you can go back
 to the one you were at the day before.  This is how
 we used to do, especially with the breathing holes
 in the spring.  We did this too in the winter time.  I
 hunted seals the same way my ancestors hunted the
 seal.

•  If YES… Please mark these locations on the map.

We have always moved to different areas.  We spent
a lot of times at Nanuujumaa.  We never really stayed
here in Chesterfield Inlet back in those days.  You all
know that there are a lot of seals around the Daly Bay
area, also in the Qamauqvik area (further north from
Daly Bay).  [Seal hunting locations marked on attached
map.]

%. dt48b48-4,en4,b48p5 4,huc48 nt48wd4-
qz]8b41h5?

be7n nt48wd48-q\[5 4,d\`v1z5 cwch5bd48
`h/8Ky< cwch5 `h,lc48Ky sn4,tc1qm
be7n pb4,.d48m5 c7m dt8,y48Ka 4,d,6y48m5
bemneod41n48/.d48g58< cGly`ò. dp41`zk5>
didkl mdo48/.dv0b< bmkcl8`b5 w[o0b
cg48/.d48b1q5 cg48ykl8`brz0i5 mdo48yl8`b5>
mdo4,bd8K1z bemne`g.d48ga5>

•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>

hny cusy8 `hb48y`kz0b< e`.
`hbd\48Kb p8,0b> e`.y bG̀y/8Kb>
nh]̀my dp41qz]8gc`l.dv0b> eGlòz4Z]9.`b48
n]48/.d1qn0ta5 be0smy> m6n `k`zl1an
nt4,`,`l1m5 4,d=mz0wd8< bGy
nt48lc41n48/.d48g48 be0smy< c7m cy
d1z`by nt48lc41n41y48`/1a0ly 4,d=m\vo>
4,md48-1u ct4,48g48>

Ringed seal pups: N5tx=̀i5:

6.   When do ringed seals have their pups?

 There’ll be out soon.  Probably next month.  They should
be out soon now.  It might be this month.  Seal pups are
probably being born now.

^.   4,1zdo`v1z5 n`t5 ntc48`b`s1a5?

bemdocyco48g4,e m8p8,y48/`lic48> be0kc
w[o5 pococy8g>

7.  Are there particular locations where pups are most
     commonly found?

•  If YES… Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

&. cbd`wnf]1u5 n`tc5 ny\dz]8`/5?
•  c1qf-5>>> hn1ac41j5 tkcf8>
•  x`CAb`m5 sW3`z4f5 b}?i5bw8N6 Ni/s`ha`?5.

s}?`l8i5 x3`C`A2 wMzi5V

•  4,h48 ntc48wd`s1a-5 c7ml 4,h48
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•  Are pups found in these locations every spring, or
only in some years?

•  How do you hunt pups and how do you know where
pups can be found?

There usually are seal pups by Nunariaq.
There might be less now that people go up
more often.  Every year ever since I can
remember… it is every year.  [Locations
marked on attached map.]

4,d=m4,b48p5 n`yn\41m1`z`b ntc5?

mn0bd48 ,1q[5 hnrc0 4,y1z
ntc4,v]8gf`lzlc48< `mn porc1ap8,lcj5
ndf`l`\4,bo48m5> hnrc0 4,y1z< bGyo
hn0b 4,yq̀\y `b7n 4,d=m\vo> c`vab`mtc48
ntc4,4,b48g48>

8.  Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
      there are pups?

•  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is it
common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

Foxes do hunt seals a lot.  Foxes get into dens
of the seal pups all the time.  You often find
where foxes had dug into.  Often you’ll find
that a fox had eaten a seal pup.  It is obvious
that people know this.

*. trzycl nhel ntc48wd`s1z`
ntc48b4,48/8g`y5?
•  ntc0 eyq8b1zhc48Ky< trzych5

tibd4,dbdwmz]1y48xd eo1yd1zy `c,`l?

trzyc5 ntc48wd8,7mrcle6 e0kc>
ntc48wt5 c1m48t48bdwm8g5 trzycy5>
bemdoc4,bo48g8xd1mb`l`y5
c1m48t48bd4,b48/ocyco41mb>
nytrc48gkle5 bm8kc trzycy5 cGz48so`y5<
ntc48wt5 c1m48t48bdo`y5< elcyl
yr.d48/8Kt8< ntc5 4,k48gk`ltlq5>
4,d=m\d]5 eh1y5 cusy8> ntc48g48yky8
nG̀v]1n48/.d41m5>

Where ringed seals are found: N5`t5 Nu Ni/s̀̀ha?5:

9.  When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
      themselves?

 In the spring time when the snow starts to melt.
Sometimes in the winter time too, but that is once

 in a long while, when it isn’t too cold outside.  As
 soon as it starts getting warmer, they start going
 on the ice.

(. 4,1z c7ml ny n`t5 4,8wmo`s1a5?

dp41z8`xk5 cd1n48wo`v1z5> did8k`l8gf`lzlc5
e`i41n1qb`v1z5 iwcy 4,ktkc`lzlc48>
dp41z8`xk5 4,8wmz]8w]c`l8g5 e`i41neoogc`v1z5>

10.   During the open-water season where are ringed
        seals commonly found?

 I think the area near Pikiuliq is where there are more seals.
There are some seals around here too, but I hear that they
seem to be less now than before.  I don’t know.  Back then
there used to be a lot of seals around Chesterfield Inlet, but

!). yfcD8`i6t9lA Nu N5`t5 wmw8Nso6t9lA
Ni/s`ha?5V

e7n pidod0 4,y1z
nt48wcz]1n``.1ansq4,b.d48bvo b`my 4,ygu>
eGlòz4Z]8`lzlc48 nt4,o`sf`lzlc48< iwcy
ck.elc4,bo41mb< `mn`a48 è. nt4,41y48
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 not anymore, I don’t know why that is.
     Hilarie:  I wonder why, is it because there are
      more boats around now?
      Honore:  I think it is because of the
      snowmobiles and boats.  It seems that since
      the snowmobiles came, the number of seals
      have started decreasing.  You don’t see
      them as often as you used to.  These days,

in the winter time, the hunters go down to the
floe edge by snowmobile.  I think the
snowmobiles are the reason why the number
of seals are decreasing.  It is obvious that it is
because of boats too, because there are a lot
of boats.

c]41n48woc]f`l1mb< 4,d=m1qb,> be0smyo
`e eGlòz4Z]8 `b7n nt4,v]8gc`l.d48wm]48< `mn
ndf`lo48g48 szuic48> d1zo ẁi`gh5
duch5 `e1ansq\,> ẁi`g4,o41m5 bem1z5
ǹt5 ckg48/oc`]\envu8 `mn
b8k5trc1qgc`lo41mb
ẁi`gh5 ẁnoc48b48/1mb bem1z didkl w`i`gh5
ǹtft4`ko41m5< duchl nln1qg48
duc48b4,dlc48gc`lo41m5< h4,se`go41mb>

What ringed seals eat: n`t5 yr8b1q5P

11.  What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
      (Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
      which of these animals seals eat.)

Yes.  Kinguks [amphipods].  I have never seen
anything else besides kinguks in the seal’s
stomachs.
Hilarie:  What are kinguks?  These ones
(pointing to the drawings)?
Honore:  Yes, those are the ones.  These are
commonly seen in the seal’s stomachs.  The
Qasigiaq’s (Ranger seals) [harbour seals]
stomachs will usually have cod fish or arctic
char in their stomachs.  The only thing I’ve
known for ringed seals to have in their
stomachs is the kinguks.  [Prey animals
indicated on attached pages.]

•  Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?

I don’t know.  Why then are they fatter in the
winter time?  I wonder why.  I do not understand
this, but even in the winter time they have kinguks
[amphipods] in their stomachs.  I know this for
a fact because we cook the stomachs and then
eat it.  It isn’t often now, but we used to eat the
seal’s stomach a lot.

!!. rhu4 xexD3usbc`ha?5 N5`t5V
Gx0paxos6bsymJi4 N5ti4
xexD3usbsymJi4 t4fx6t8ix6X4. t4fx6bsJ5
xexD3usbz ttC3ix6X5 c9l`Ntg5
wk4tg9l.H

`e i1a1y5 c4icf48udb`o5> i1ae5 cw1qy8
bk.d48wm1qg1z> bmky1z5
c4icf41udb4,48/8ge5 4,d=m\,> 4,wqco
e4,l1y5 c4icf41udb4,/1yv48bd`]zle5>
He`.rP snd1mb i1ae5, dkc? Nt8kc48g58M
cGz8P `e< `bkc< ny\d`s5 c4icf1qy8> 4,wqc5
i1a1y5 c4icf48udb4,`s5 e8,l1ỳl`y5>
4,d=m\8, n5`t5 i1a1y5 c4icf48udb4,`s5>
Nc=1ac5 bkn48g5M

•  n`t5 yr4,b41y1q5 cwZ=48/oc̀s1a5 w.d0
cwZ=48/ocy1z mo8K`a?

`cme 4,d=m1qb,> 4,hic48> `s4o didk5
4key]c`l8/8ic48< 4,henuic48> `b7n
giwdm1q9.r8bv> c7ml didmrc`lzlck5
c4icf41udb4,`s1a1mb i1a1y8> ǹt5 i1a1yGo
c4icf41udb4,48/8go 4,d=mz0i5> c4icf1q5
yr1uz0ta `dKq5> yr.d48uz0ta5 `mn
yrz]1qgeno48b[5>
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Changes or differences in ringed seals over time: n`t5 cwc1a48wmy1q5 d̀l`y5 cZ=d1qo41y1q5
be0smyu5 `mnj5 tiKaP

12.   Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
       that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

•  In the number of seals?
•  In how difficult it is to hunt them?
•  Where you find them?
•  In their size or sex?
•  In their overall physical appearance?
•  In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver, lungs,

…)?
•  In their behaviour?
•  In what they eat?

I know that there are less seals now than before,
and that the seals seem to be bigger than what they
used to be.  The smaller seals seem to have better
meat, but these days, it seems they’re all big now,
and seems to be fewer now.

•  In the number of animals found dead and/or
             how they died?

You don’t find many dead seals.  Once in awhile you
see a dead seal at a breathing hole.  I think it was
last year we found a dead seal while we were hunting
for seal pups.  It isn’t very often you find dead seals.

!@. dZ=r\4,48p5 cw1a48wm1m1`z`b n`t5 eGlòz4]1u
d`l`y5 4,y`by`5?
•  n`t5 4,0wdy1q5?
•  c]41n41y1q5 nt48wdvs8Kq5?
•  nyw4,b41`y5 nt41y5?
•  xqiq9`l8`i5 s}?``l8i5 x3Nsiq5

xatsiq5V
•  bs5gq9`l8`i5 xy0p3iq5V
•  el1qyG̀l̀y5 Ǹs4l t1a1q< ;1q5>>>>M?
•  p4kw1qyG`l̀y5?
•  iEc6b6bq9`l8`i5 GxexD3usbq5HV

nt4,f1`y41y48xd1m`o`. bemn 4,d=m\0k5 `b7n
eGlòz4Z]8> c7ml nt1q5 c8gc`l`\4,bo48Kt8<
c1qy48xd`\4,bo48Kt8> n`t5 be0kc uiy48x5
y4itcdy48xd.d41mb< `mn c8g4Z]c1q`n`l`\48gy8
nt48/o48mb< nt1q c8`gy48xdo48Kt8<
nt4,tcf1`y48Kyl< bemnegfl8>

•  N5`t4 gdzJ5 Ni/siq5 x7ml ck6
gd8i3m`zbV

nd8 g4k1z]u8 bkz]1nlc1q`gzlc48< e`.y `e
g4k1z.d48/8`gzlc5 cGlyl 4,ktk5>
c`vyf`l4`k48g48 g4k1z]48wc.d48wm]1z
ntc48wdvs8Kb> g4k1zz]1qgc`l1mb ǹt5>

13.   Do ringed seals from different locations taste
       different?

•  If YES… What are these differences?
•  Which ones do you prefer?

Sometimes when you eat seal meat, it isn’t that
good, but when you eat the seal meat from the
Repulse Bay area, it is really good because
they’re small, smaller than the Chesterfield
Inlet area.  I prefer the Repulse Bay seal meat,
they’re tender too.  Better meat.  Chesterfield

      Inlet area seals are bigger.  Maybe because
      the waters in Chesterfield Inlet are deeper
      or maybe it’s their diet, I don’t know.

!#. n`t5 hǹo5 cwchc48Ky yr0lq5 tp1q5
cZ=`q1q̀.5?

•  c1qf-5>>>c0=`q1qy1q5 snd5?
•  noc1y5 p]my48xd4,b48p5?

e`.< è.y ǹt5 clg41n1qfl.dp9.`s1a1mb>
cyo ce-o1u nt48g48Ky mm48gc`l1mbekc
4,d=mz0i5< t4igk`lzuG̀o< nt1q5 ui]k`l1mb>
`m1z eGlòz4Z`]0 nt1qy8 uiy48xd1mb bd1z5
ǹt5 4,d=mz0i5> yr0lq5 mmry48xdz0io
d1z> c4iy48xd0lt8l y4itc7mrcle5> `b7n
eGlòz4Z]7mr8 m6n brd0 `b7n c8gc`l4,b41mb>
szuic48 ety48xdzu`l y4i4,tc1qy48xdzuG`l<
4,hic48>
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14.  Have there been times when you could not catch
      enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
      or dogs?  For example, when seals were scarce,
      or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
      come to an ice edge?

•  If YES… Were all ringed seals scarce or was it just
pups or some other group of ringed seals?

•  If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your life
(e.g., your health) and living conditions?

Yes.  There was one time when seal was
scarce here.  That was quite awhile back.
That was when the government’s help came.
When the seal became scarce the government
started welfare, this is the year when the seal
was scarce then.  Back then the RCMP were
the government.  The RCMP started giving out
food to the people, and that’s when it started.
My daughter was just a little girl.  She is my
oldest.  My son, who froze to death was the
other child, he was just a baby.  Those were
my only children then.  This is the time the Inuit
people started getting help with food from the
RCMP.  This is the only time I remember about
the seal being scarce.  I don’t remember any
other time.  I remember it was hard for all the
people, and some of the dogs even died from
hunger due to seals being scarce.  The Inuit
people were more important than the dogs.
Hilarie:  I guess all of the people were going
through a hard time then?
Honore:  Yes.  Because the seal was so
scarce, everybody was going through the
same thing.  We depended on the seal fat for
heat too.  It was hard then.  Because we had
saved some seal fat from the spring time, we
made it through that time.

•  Do you have any ideas about why this happened?

I do not know why the seal became scarce
then.  I was just a young boy, but it had an
effect on the elders, and they wondered why
the seal became scarce at that time.  The seal
became scarce all around Chesterfield Inlet

!$. 4,1zuc48 n`t5 c]41n48w.d48wm5 eo1yl<
4ig1ztl d`l`y5 4i1ut5 y4i8x4,41y48
c]o48K`t8? `d8`gtqla `s4l<
nt48b4,tcf1`y48Ky< d`l̀y5 n`t5
cGlu1hc48blcf1`y48Kt8<
d`l̀y5 w`ǹyg1`y48Kt8?
•  c1qf-5>>>ntl8̀b5 cu`s]1`y.d48/5 d`l

ntcgene5 d`l e.envlc1q5 ǹt5?
•  n`t5 c]41n48wtc48wmtlq5< 4,h48 e`hw41y5

cwZ=fbd.d48/ N`s4l tu-5 èhtc41ych5M
c7ml daq\41y5?

`e> nt4,1q`n48w]7mrc̀l.d48wm1u]a5 bGy>
bem,`.`lo48g48> zm8k5 y4iy8
e8,]oftq.d48wm\1z5 be7n
nt4,1qgc`l.d48wm1m5< ehl8`btc5 bGy
nt41y48 c].d48wm1mb< bem cd.=\v be7n>
zmky e,]48bdqco.d48wmz0b< did48 cbdw48
cd.=\v be7n> n`t9odmr.dv0b bGy
cu`s0lbl< bem zm8k5 ek]o.d48wm]5>
;i48b`on41y5 zm4,.dv0b>
y4i`b48tbd4,bo.d48wm1mb bem1z5 pqc48tlq
cd.=]1z> /yz dmg48 uig`k`l.d48wm]48
be0smy< c1z]8J48`/4ktz< e41yvl be7n
4iv.d48g48< `b0kc hbvgcr0ltk8< e41yv
hbv`.k̀ltla> y4iy8
e,]48bdqcftq.d48wm\[5 ehl8`btc5
e,]48bdqco48Kt8< nt4,1qtc.d48wm1m5
be0smy> bem cd.=\gcr0lal be7n
e7m6nlc`vl8> cwcy cd.=1qg1z>
nt4,.d48/1qgzlc48< be7n bem
cd.=6n7mr8gr`. ehl8̀btcta c].d48wmz0b
be0smy> 4i1ùl`y5 e.1q5 p4ov.d48wm1mb
nt4,1qlc48gc`l.d48m5< eh1y5
c8sfr1qy48xd`\48Kta5 po.dv0ta5>
pb4,1qlc41ykch5< ehl8̀btc5 bemn
cZ=`qo.d48wm]5> ekmnsatq0ltal d48s48 m6n
c]41ntc.d48wm]48> iwcy dp41`zo1y8
d48`st4,dv0b c]1q`g\ftq.dv0ta< ehe5
d48`st4,dl4i/.d41mbo be0smy>

•  esmq\4,48p5 `s48 bemneo.d48wmy41m1`z5?

nd8 4,d=m.d1qg1z m8k8`g0l1zl p.dvm>
e6nd]y5 gx.d41yfl8 `s48 nt4,1qlc48m1`z5<
nt4,1qlc41y1z e6nd.d48gh5 be0kh1z
c8scl8 `nmq\d1q.d48wm`]zlc48 `s48 bem`nl8
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area.  It was probably the same with the Arviat
area too, because the seal was scarce all
around Chesterfield Inlet area.

•  When you could not catch enough ringed seals do
you think it may have been because of the actions
of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone breaking a
taboo)?

I have never thought of it that way, because I
didn’t know then.  Any person didn’t have
anything to do with, but the seal was really
scarce then in that one year.  By spring time,
the seal started coming back again.
Hilarie:  (Reread last part in Inuktitut.)

      Honore:  I wasn’t aware about that, but the
      elders didn’t like it.  It wasn’t caused by any
      person, it is the way of the animal, it had to

happen.  At the time, the seals probably had
moved to a different area for awhile.  I
remember that one year when the seal
became scarce.

p.d48wm1m1̀z5> bm6nl8̀b48 brd4ktl8`b[5
c]41n9.`b.d48wm1m5 bd[1z t8ib48bd]l8`b48
bm6n< c4-c48ud`l`y5 bemn0bd48
p.d48gfle5 nln1q.d48m5<
c4-c48jl8`b1a]8xd.d48g48> `b7no eGlòz4Z`]0
4,ybl8`b1z cZ=`q.d48wm1m5>

•  n`t5 pb41y48 c]41n48wwmtlq5 e`h4,tt5
4,heodl4iy1qh5 pZ]t4,48Kyd.dvsq-
d8 d`l`y5 eo1y5 n1uy48 pZ]bd.dvsq-
5 N`s4l ingen48 p4kw41u5 w4kut0lyM?

b7myo esmq.d1qbv`l̀y5 4,d=m1qg1z< nd8
bemn p\d1qgf`l.d48g48 nln1qg48< iwcy
y4Z]t4,1q9.̀b.d48g48 nt41y8 be0smy did48
cbdwlc1a.d48 c]41n.`b.d48wm]48>
dp41`z1ao48tla nty8/ocovu
nt4,o48gf`lo.d48`gzlc48>
He.rP Nd4,o`m8,6yKy eh8tg5M
cGz8P bmn nd8 dZ=r.d1qn0k be0smy>
e6nd.d48go `nmq.d1qbvlc1z>
eh1h5 p\d1qg5 e1uy8 y4]t5 esm48s48uzu
c]41n.d48g5 nln1qg48>
4im8bdwmlcgen.d48g8xd]48 eGlo`z4Z]8 `b7n
ǹtftwmlc48gc`l.d41m5> did48 cbdw48 be7n
bem cd.=z0k n`tfwm9.`b.d48wm1m5>

For hunters that have lived in other communities as
well as Chesterfield Inlet:

c1ans8th5 hǹo5 cw1qy5 hn4,48wmykh5
eGlòz4]1ulP

15.  Have you noticed any differences between seals near
       Chesterfield Inlet and  the other locations where you
       have lived?

•  If YES… In what ways were the seals different?

I have ready answered the question.

!%. s0pE=s4 N5tq5 w[lo`Z3`J2
x0pQq5bEx4nq8i4 kN`o5 xyxi5
kNQMs6ym/=5V

•  xqDi... ck6 x0p`Qq8ic6X5V

id`vy4,d]48>

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional information: xaNh4ts2 scsyEJm/q5 whmQ/ui4:

16.  Do you have other information or knowledge about
      seals that you wish to  share?

!^. gxdm\41y8 d`l̀y5 4,d=m\4,,y48p5 n`t5 u8`sh5
e.4,bd]mn\48b1`y5?
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I can’t say what I don’t know.  I only told you what I know
about seals.

4,d=7m1qb7y8 d4,41y48 c]48gf`l]1z< è.
4,d=wm1qb7y8 d4,41y48 c]vm< b7mZ\o bmkc
4,d=wm\gckl, bG d4,dwr8,< cg48wm0lql>
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