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INTRODUCTION

In February 2000, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), Central and Arctic in
Winnipeg, asked the Agigiq Hunters and Trappers Organization (HTO) if it would be willing to
participate in a traditional knowledge study of ringed seals. The purpose of the study was to
help DFO develop a better understanding of the population biology and ecology of ringed seals
living near Chesterfield Inlet and a better appreciation of the importance of this species to local
hunters and residents. The knowledge provided by the interviewed hunters is being
incorporated into an overall study of ringed seals in the Kivalliq area that is being sponsored, in
large part, by the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board.

METHODS

In February 2000, Holly Cleator (DFO, Winnipeg) submitted a description of the study and list of
interview questions to the Aqgigiq HTO for consideration. After examining the information the
HTO agreed to work with DFO on the study and provided names of ten residents of Chesterfield
Inlet who had hunted ringed seals for many years and would be willing to participate in the
study. Hilarie Makpah was hired as a local study coordinator and in late February and early
March she interviewed the ten ringed seal hunters that had agreed to participate in the study.
Interviews were held in the hunter's home and were typically 1-2 hours in duration. All
interviews were conducted in Inuktitut and recorded on audio tape using a cassette recorder
(Sony model TCM 848) and microphone (Sony model F-250S). Hilarie began each interview
by explaining the purpose of the study and how the interview would be conducted and the
voluntary nature of it. She also explained what would be done with the resulting information,
recordings and transcripts. At the end of the interview the hunter was asked if he would permit
DFO to use the information provided in the interview and to record his name. Hilarie transcribed
and translated the hunters’ responses from the recorded tapes into English and Inuktitut.

This report contains a record of the interview questions and the hunters’ responses to them.
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Leonard Putulik

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:
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1. How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

Ever since | was able to hunt, approximately
50 years now.
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2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
* If YES... Where and for how long?

Yes, | had seal hunted outside of Chesterfield Inlet. In
the spring time, sometimes we would hunt seals for one

week, sometimes two weeks.

 Haveyou lived in other communities?

No, | have always lived in Chesterfield. | used to live
outside of Chesterfield Inlet before the Inuit people
gathered in Chesterfield Inlet.

2. o0al%A° AP a“NSAZLAC?
o & Po... o <L bo®* ddoPNM<*?

A, CAL Aol Pelo aNGA<c DT,
Ac o aNGP<Lc DL AardRPcls, Aco
Aa <R’ L9 DPATLMINS.

*  0alPAS 4P oab*PLA?

bt A'ScAlRMa® Co, Ac Pclo Lo
ol 0o bP>c PULLLI®IM, AoAS
bN™A%*C>b*Nac.

3. How important are ringed seals to you?
* Do you use them for food?
e For cultural activities?
* For clothing?
* For medicine?
e For anything else?

As an Inuk the ringed seal is very useful to us.
In those days, the seal fat and the skin were
used. The meat and the skin are still being
used up today. The seal fat is not used as
much, there really is no need for it anymore,
because we have no dogs now.
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Leo nard Putulik

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?

* In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

In the spring time, yes. Whatever the season
is, we Inuit hunt seals for their meat.

» By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

e By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

« By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

e Inthe late spring or early summer in open water

from an ice edge?

* Inthe open-water season by boat?

e Using agun, harpoon, and/or net?

* At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

I only hunt seals with rifles now. Back in those
days, | used to hunt seals with harpoon. The
rifle is what | use most often now for seal
hunting. Sometimes, when there are a number
of seal hunters, they will use the harpoon.
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5. Arethere specific places that you go to where you
hunt in a particular way?
* If YES... Please mark these locations on the
map.

No, we go seal hunting where we think there
will be seals. The seals do not stay at one
place. We have to look for them, this is how
we hunt them. [Locations marked on attached
map.]
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Ringed seal pups:
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6. When do ringed seals have their pups?

Today is the month of March, there are seal
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Leo nard Putulik

pups now but probably very tiny.
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commonly found?

 If YES... Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

« Arepups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

e« How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

No. The seal pups are born under the snow, |
think the seals deliver their pups between the
snow and the ice, close to where the seals’
breathing holes are. [Locations marked on
attached map.]

Are there particular locations where pups are most
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8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
there are pups?
«  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is

it common or rare that foxes have found the lair

before you have?

Yes. | have seen it myself. Often the foxes
have already been to the seal pup’s den. You
could tell by the way it had been dug. The
same with the polar bears. They hunt for seal
pups too.
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Where ringed seals are found:
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9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
themselves?

As soon as the weather is not too cold
anymore, the seals are on the ice. They'll be in
their breathing holes all winter. As soon as the
breathing hole starts getting bigger, the seal
will make it bigger so that it can go up on the
ice. This is when it isn’t too cold anymore.
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10. During the open-water season where are ringed
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Leo nard Putulik

seals commonly found?

Anywhere in the water, you will find the seals.
They can be up in the inlet, you can usually see
the seals in that area too. Once the ice goes
away, you are able to spot seals more easily in
the water.

aorD AL

(Lo aol<® CPN>cPA Alo, CLoo
Lo Lo (Lo ¥ aNbGE<t o0,

Lo oM d®D®, Ac BrLbP e 6™ Alo
CND>UN Vo> A J L C,

What ringed seals eat:
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11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

| don’t really know this. It is probably kinguk’s
[amphipods] and cod fish and probably others.
[Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

« Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with

season?

No, I have never really observed this, so | don't
know that.
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Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:
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12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?
e Inthe number of seals?
e In how difficult it is to hunt them?
* Where you find them?
* Intheir size or sex?
* In their overall physical appearance?
e In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,
lungs, ...)?
* Intheir behaviour?
e In what they eat?

| have not really noticed anything like that, but
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Leo nard Putulik

it seems that there are less seals around now
than there were before. | don’t know why that
is. Back in those days, when the seals start
going on the ice in the spring time, there used
to be a lot of them, these days, it seems there
aren’t as many anymore.

Hilarie: You haven’t noticed any other
changes?

Leonard: No.

Hilarie: Have you heard or found a dead seal
and not know the reason why it died?
Leonard: No, it's not often you see that.
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13.

Do ringed seals from different locations taste
different?

e If YES... What are these differences?
 Which ones do you prefer?

It's not very often that | go other places, so |
don't really know this.

13. o oact dP<dod® o0 ool NAMC

FrPc?
o MPAC. Mo Ao D?
e ac<dct AJLc®D>bCPAL?

a0 <o HAL (L <M
DAY S, oDrLMTLG

14.

Have there been times when you could not catch

enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family

or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,

or did not come to breathing holes, or did not

come to an ice edge?

* If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

A long time ago, before the Inuit people got together
here in Chesterfield Inlet, it used to be really hard
hunting seals, most often in the winter time. There
weren’t that many seals then and it would be really
cold too. The hunters would wait by the breathing
hole. Sometimes | would join in seal hunts. It used
to be harder to hunt seal in the winter time. It
wasn't as hard when spring came, because there
were more seals on the ice.

» If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

14.

UM< NS KNt PO Ao,

PIWNS D oot PN o PRhbe®

R o2 BEINPSY Ao, aNTCN<PR e 5o,

D50 oS <ol o<PC <P e® o,

> 56 Pacd e oNk?

o YPAC . o N AT P D5
aN<DAQAS D5 AcAaSH e oN?

CA%'Lo, A, AodAaP<5C, Do oac™
bN®A*PLbCC A DP>IH® <l va #<c DI,
aNG® o0, a NGt < >PLE

AP *II5NoY Pa*lo (Lo <“odo

a NG < P*LLo<*LC bP>rbCc PGPS,

Ac Db 550 Acod, <I¥a o ®h>c >PI®
DP>JNoJ, DAL G

I o> *<EI® Ao P> 5N Ad< s
BUoc®oN®, W oS> P < >PIC

e I SPNRPLNLM, oo™ Ao
IR D (A MTAS Ao oo
oo DIy




Leo nard Putulik

Seal hunting was very important back then,
because we had dogs. These days, we do not
have dogs anymore, so it's not as important
anymore. Of course we still hunt them,
because we want to eat the meat and we still
have use for the skin. The seal is still very
useful, this is why we still hunt them.

Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

 When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

| don’t know the reason why the seals become
scarce, maybe because there are increases in
the polar bear? | don’t know.
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For hunters that have lived in other
communities as well as Chesterfield Inlet:
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15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations
where you have lived?

* If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

(Always lived in Chesterfield Inlet.)
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Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:
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16. Do you have other information or knowledge about
seals that you wish to share?

Yes, a little bit. | have a little bit to say. The
seals have always been useful to us and up to
today, still are. The seal skins are used to
make clothing. ie; outer pants, parka, mittens,
kamiks, some people used them to make
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Leo nard Putulik

ropes and the skin used to be sold to make a
little bit of money. The skin wasn’t the only
thing useful, the seal fat was very useful. It
was used a lot before we got to live in houses.
The meat of the seal was and still is very
useful too. Up to today we still eat some of the
organs too. The whole part of the seal is still
very useful to us, the meat, the organs, and
the skin.
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Leo nard Putulik

Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question numbers 5 and 7)
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Leo Mimialik

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:
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1. How many years have you been hunting ringed 1. o® ddoPNP¥* 0 NSAPLPAC AlsaLiRvT?
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?
For a long while now. Ever since the time ddobc® CALMS AMGPRAL >P*Ccoo
when the only white people were the Roman CLoNoM, %b<5adNoM o NG
Catholic priests and the RCMP. | started seal AcPcc D®I™ LDc™o® DP>J. Cba ®I®
hunting with my father on the sea ice in the L <P ® 50 o NMI<PIo s o Ph oo
winter time. It used to be tiring and it is hard M AL PLE CAL™MS D<ol I
work. If you don't catch a seal, that meant AdLPL e ®CG 5> o PP<oM o5 blEL>< 5N 5
you don’t have food and no heat in the igloo. Ao NG D<o NP L.
These days, we don't use the seal fat anymore,
but I do still hunt seals, because the skin can
be used for kamiks.

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations? 2. oalPA° AP o “NSAPLAC?

e If YES... Where and for how long?

Yes. Back in those days, when there weren't that
many white people yet, we did not live in
communities. It is only when the school system
came around that we became a community because
the children had to attend school. In winter and
spring we lived in the near parts of Chesterfield
Inlet, so we are close to the shore where we can
hunt seals. In the fall, we moved inland to gather up
some caribou skins for clothing.

Have you lived in other communities?

Yes. As | was growing up, my parents moved
to different parts of this area. They moved
around because they survived only on the live
animals that moved around the area. We
followed the animals that we survived on. This
was both close to shore and inland, this is how
we used to be.
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Leo Mimialik

How important are ringed seals to you? 3. %bo® <LAPNPALS o_Cr:'IC?
e Do you use them for food? * PPt o?
* For cultural activities? o A®IPIBAT ATRNMLJ?
* For clothing? e CofRPeMo? _
« For medicine? ¢ oda Mo DNb-*Lo?
«  For anything else? © ML ?
Yes. Back in those days, there were no boots. A, o, bL5*Ch™<c P*LE b I<dnc >SN,
Seal skins were the only source of kamiks. L P oPNCH* < DAL L
Skins were made into rain coats or other INbNIB® <K P>GC (Lo CADHTDO>INYC
things that we use now for bad weather. There aN™o® blMoNJ CALa, <L P4,
were no tents either, so those of us that lived MM <Not A% P> P (U e
by the shore depended on the seal’s skin for oL Aa LGNS APPOPL<NY
tent. The seal's meat is good. We, older PANFLBCPCD, bootC* o NS <ONB™IC.
people, still have a longing for the seal meat,
we grew up eating it. Seal is very important
to us. They are useful in a lot of ways.
. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and 4. 4G acddt aNGAAYAS 4L bo®

How do you hunt them?

Yes. Today, we have it so easy for anything now,
we are in comfort. We have binoculars that help us
see a far ways off. With the binoculars, you look at
seals basking in the sun, and you are able to tell that
there is a seal pup by its fur. You go to it with your
hunting gear, which is now an ease to use, you get
close to the seal pup and you get it. These days, in
the spring you do not hunt as much seal pups as you
used to.

* Inthe spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

» By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Back in those days, when my parents were still alive,
we used to hunt seal pups a lot. Sometimes we could
just grab the seal pups with the help from our dogs. We
would break open the ice and take the seal pup, this is
when the seal pups still aren’t able to go in the water.
This is how we used to seal hunt. In the spring time, we
would hunt for seal pups in the seals’ breathing holes
with the harpoon too.

» By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

a“NSAAN?

A, Do ¥ e dadAaAS Ao<d™.C,
PLINL®oC o DU (>Iob, birldo® (LI
PP Ave N LS o *PbPNPMLS [d<
(d<sd, CAb D™obod, <“JarN® Ao<dLC
U<l CAL Arncsds, <MAPde® DAL
aNGA<L*Dd,

o DA AobNVoC N> BNB™ 5N
o ATCPPLNTSNS AN HN 5 0
A NASAAUAS 00 b P ob?

CALo <L¥bk® A AoNooN©
NG A< P*PLIC. Acobd o N<E
LNt NIDAQ®SNIE PINot Abb<d™NHb™ 5C
AP Pod I od CALa o N<Fros

NP DTG, o NE Ao AL K™ <I9%N50C,
CALa aN®PD>®<c DY DA™
NP> H<L PPIJC 5o Da o <D%HC.

o DCHPP*HN"5H0C PR L5 < PPI?
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Yes, when the seals are on the ice basking in the
sun, we go hunting by snowmobile. These days,
we hunt usually on Saturdays or Sundays when
we are not working. Today we are able to go far
and hunt because our hunting equipment are a lot
faster. What would have taken days by dog team,
can now take us only a few hours. These days we
are a lot more comfortable in the way we hunt, and
it seems a lot easier.

* By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes, it is easier to hunt seal pups in the spring
time by snowmobile when they are basking in
the sun. Itis convenient by snowmobile and
you can take your family with you. You take
them out to enjoy the nice weather and go seal
hunting. When you catch a seal, you eat the
meat, we enjoy doing this.

* Inthe late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

In the summer, we prefer the seal pups than the adult
seals. Their skins are nicer than the adult seals’ skins
and the seal pups are bigger by this time. It is easier to
hunt the seal pups by boat. | enjoy hunting seals at this
time more than any other time of the year, and you can
recognize the seal pups too.

* Inthe open-water season by boat?

It has to be with a rifle. There aren’t that many
people in the Kivallig region, there might be a
few that might use a net, but not that many.
We have to use the rifle.

e Using agun, harpoon, and/or net?
e At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

A, CALa PPII BoLIb™ e tPNod Dol
Acn*Po® (o LeCAc<RPP®5 YaCAco <D%oJ
AP @ NGA<L®IIC, DL I NPLGSC
aP*Id5%* AbcGC PP < Ast

C LA D>®ILoH<® 09N NPLGNJS
AoncGC Ko *Po®hDLc®I® >5[

o DASNIS PRI N Bl bC®NoNe?

A, DA e o> o NE
BPNLM, BN, PPIE Ao<™ o0
L oCGnLAS, oc<dn® ABNM<od
PAJAY™ od P (D>BC®*Nod aNG oo
onb(N<® o0 aN®*IBC® o0 o

<o AD5MLE,

o DPATLAM <PYIchtNodoe AL
>*C DBMNU?

BLed*Node aNKdo >AL B> *NoNe
(Ldo™lL aN™c® A% “o® Ac

PN o *hD> N bC*LC o N<do o
LI oNe, DI PI<I*)® 50
K@ *No™ D<M ac A nd® Nk,
bdA e oD I PLI o NGA%® SN
aN<KAC a5 Acn<n<oPe

o ALI<™ ¢ DI dd«?

‘9> _I° PP<o, LNC>PAo™ La (Lo P
A A5 AChoI®IL LS. <A M Prdo
DBC*I a5 *MULAS.  dP> I D% 5C
Pr<lo.

o PPNTINS0S, Pe™ 56, Poot LNA>N?
o B PP>S Asde Do WM
aNGAING™ oN?
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Yes, back in those days, when | was older and
able to help, | would go out seal hunting with
my father. | had never gone to school, ever.
At that time, at winter time when it was really
cold, we would go seal hunting. We would
hunt with harpoons, and wait by the breathing
holes. We would not get back home until it
was dark. The seal fat was the only source of
heat, this is why they had to hunt the seals, it
was the only thing that kept us warm. We
would do this every day. My father was not the
only one doing this, other families did the same
thing too. | know that this was how it used to
be.

A CA%Lo A¥ e ®*PLLAC, Ab¥Pa UL
Aco<dc DL al, Aco<b(P>cP>L ol
bseo Lo Aco<A, CA%Le DP>J
CALa C*Nod AP ®I<LY < 5C
L>c™o Ab¥™*<c P>*I™,, PP<o
C*PN<*Nod NP<LoC B>ICLE CALe,
AJLZND<AALN, DSF<ND<dn LN
aNGA<c PP CAI bbrc Db <*ULbb
o AcleP®Cb, CAIA CALaADcP™LC
B>ALNCS Lo

5. Arethere specific places that you go to where you | 5. PN*C*AbAaBC*AC bol I° aN®D>ALLLC™ 0 ?
hunt in a particular way? o MPAC... oo LI NP,
* If YES... Please mark these locations on the
map. A>* b, (o aNTAPD>PCSC
<L N Ib*<c P CALo LDc™<to(,
No, if we had caught a seal in a certain breathing hole, B LPcPen At Po®5C, <o
we knew that we had to go to another breathing hole aNb®< . <L AP Sbodls Bur*d_ls
the next time we hunted seal. We had to go to different CALa <Moo NG a-b®<c PP CA<I]
areas to hunt. It could be close by and it could be oA D> Lbe
further. [Locations marked on attached map.] )
Ringed seal pups: a ‘NN
6. When do ringed seals have their pups? 6. B N aNAPCAYI?

Some seals had seal pups already. It was in
the middle of February a hunter that was
going caribou hunting found a seal den that
had been broken up by a fox. As of now, itis
for sure that there are seal pups now, there
are plenty of them now. They're under the
snow.

CAL (Do AN Ac™ o N<é

oo D*IC, ANdn (Lo PN<o. CAL
(<oHot C<D L DPDe<®I™ 0o b L

I Dodm NI PP oD* NAlo <€
MEPCANT L0 o NK® (Lo AN
PNdo. CAL La oN<*Jc®D CAL

A A®D (Lo Cnb< dCo 005 AV5b™IC
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7. Are there particular locations where pups are most | 7. (>Pard™ ¢ a N aobPULP<K?

commonly found? o <MPAC.. oo IS NP

« If YES... Please mark on the map where these o dGJCLE DAL (RoCCA™a® a kb AN
places are located. P<RL%eC 4%GJ¢ Aco<?

« Are pups found in these locations every spring, ¢ bo® aNE*P>AYAS o oo™ B>PLBCTAS
or only in some years? aca™L*WC oNA?

* How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

No, | don’t know if the seal pups are found only b, AP>POACHT aohD>AMILMC

in one place. Just like us humans, seals B>PLMbo<™I™, o aocDAa™C(>®

survive on food. They survive on fish. The CALaC>® DD AbAL o Pon<bd™ Cnbl
breathing holes are where the fish are. (Lo PLb™c™ aooC* <“5%™.C Cnbl,
Breathing holes could be close to each other A boloN® st N, NN’

or can be far from each other. Therefore the bo®<E oMt o NLAS CLdd, DUPMe<t o,
seal pups can be close to each other or far 0o IACTTL.C o NS CLdd APAPLC

from each other too. [Locations marked on 00 WAC

attached map.]

8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where 8. NNlo<s aoAs N> o NKPCL®<EIe?

there are pups? ¢ o Ao oo, Nnlodo®
« When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is NPCH> > >PLLYe* N> Ac™ o Do <bo?
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have? a2 *M>NMY® (Ldd a oAb Nnlo<o
P PPdo DLM.C A o> .
It is obvious that the polar bear and the foxes PLN*aAP<BA®, CALa o NDb™a P, G4 UC
survive on food too, so when the seal pups are a oS CPP>LCGAG PR A <L
born, you tend to see polar bears and foxes NAbo<dbic®h>A® (Y “a o NP> co®
more often around where the seal pups are (L DA, Ac PodoDoGP<bNS Lo
born. How we know the polar bear and the foxes are Lo>*D® Pa*Jc P® 50 DP>*<e<o.of
hunting seals is when the ice is still thin enough to be L% SNPe<dC L% Podo® PSch<
dug through. Also in some areas when there is lots of A NTLEPIC L (P aNdbldd®
ircl:edtcr)] m?kg g (;Ien is when the polar bear and the foxes N <1>ﬂé &) Qq.,' 00 Y UM € o 0%
ad hunted betore you. Nlo<d s <D™,
Where ringed seals are found: NS ol aobbA AN
9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun 9. b <> aoc aN® bl

themselves?

About now [early March] , the seals are starting CAL La (Paoc AP CM <DNBMII
to go on the ice now. Once their breathing hole is (Paoc I bYLBCLC. CAL <oMe
open, they'll start going up on ice. The seals that I AMKC <P (ML <ol P
are further down are starting to go on the ice now, NPl BrLN*<<*L.C Lo
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the ones closer to the shore are still not out yet.

00 *<PV D A b *PILOAS.

10. During the open-water season where are ringed
seals commonly found?

When there is no more ice, seals survive on
fish too, so they follow the fish’'s movements.
Sometimes they go close to the shore. It
seems easier to catch seals when the ice is
gone.

10. Pdb? c*N"5d ol o N ALA e Pc*N"J
ao 7P AL?

aNC PIbPve*Nod, <HL<>* CLdo™
Ao Ao dAa ™ o(D® <L o N> D>NDC
CALa PLa U™, PU™os, Ao oo
LA™ (Lo CnbD<, oal<
Po*od®<t 5N, CALaALM.C (Lo

a0 DAQBC ¥ PIbPveCH<®Nod o NC

N oD L (™ 50¢ PdbP e*NoJ.

What ringed seals eat:

o N o bCNe:

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

» Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with

season?

They have cod fish, fish, kanajuqg’s [a type of fish with
a huge head] and others too in their stomachs. They
have any kind of sea animals in their stomachs. [Prey
animals indicated on attached pages.]

In the summer time the seals are slimmer. As the

winter is coming the seals start to fatten again. The
seals are bigger in the winter time. They follow the

coldness in Nunavut.

11. PAT® 4PRTPCHANL o N?
(24D *P>PLNo o Nt
IPRTDB>PLE? NPdA*NT o< NPd4C><C
PR NNSe<*<E b 5N Ao NI o)
¢ o€ onBCHo™M PP P
P <ol Lcbod?

A dAa ™o, DUols PR D>CL®<E SN,
Abo o>, bad™o's, (Ldo™L CnD™
DLIo*(D® onbD>PIo? PR D> ChorA™J:c

CALa BYAPNSd N HoD>HCLC. (Lo
AP B G CoPbC®<<dNod LT
C(LoD5d® JANK<IoNE LB DPD> 5
‘JAca b AP™a Bl<N® oo D¢
Lcbod.

Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

o WYL Dot LD e e
CALoT Lol NP

12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?
* Inthe number of seals?
e In how difficult it is to hunt them?

12. DAL BPAC PRl MC o NS Al SN
> 50¢ bolo?
e aN P>
o QTG o NP> G SP?
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«  Where you find them?

e Intheir size or sex?

* Intheir overall physical appearance?

* In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,
lungs, ...)?

* Intheir behaviour?

e In what they eat?

They say that there are changes in the seals.

The seals that are from around here, close to

the shore, the ones we are used to seeing

are huge and the further inland, they are huge,
they're big as Square Flippers. We call them
Tuvagmiutait [the ones that are from the ice].

The ones we see around here are smaller.

There are 3 different sizes. The Tuvagmiutait are
huge, ones we hunt around here are a little bit
smaller, although still huge, and the seals that are
from down further are smaller and they have better
meat. These are all seals. The smallest ones do
come around here too, probably around September,
we call these Imagpangmiutait [the ones from the

deeper waters]. | have not really seen any changes.

Of course | had noticed a seal that isn’'t healthy, but
that is like anything else that lives. Like us humans,
we all get ill, you can notice on some seals, like in
their organs, that the seal was ill. | have seen this
once in awhile as | was growing up.

Hilarie: There isn't much changes from that

time up to now?

Leo: Myself, | haven't noticed much change.

The scientists say that there will be no more

polar bears when the ice melts due to global
warming. This warming will have an affect on
what the polar bear eats. | know this part,

even if there is no more ice due to global
warming, the seals that are around here will

still be able to bask in the sun on the beach,

and they will still be having seal pups on the
beach too. If a seal is going to have a seal

pup, she will not have it in the water, she

will go on the land to deliver the pup. This

way, | think the polar bear will have a lot more
access to getting the seal pups. We have seen
this on TV shows, sea lions or elephant seals
basking in the sun on the land. It's the same
around here, we see seals basking in the sun

on land, we see this quite often. I think this is
how it's going to be.

¢ aoP?bCet N ?

o M5 DS e Labo e
<YNB o-e?

N €SN P ('

o ADMotSeC (Mo NV, SN2

o Ao 50 ?

¢ b S e (PRI )?

CAL*a. DHHCPIWe PR, o
Ldd Lo Do™ (2™ ALAQ™IKIAAD, Lo
DG, aN®>C (Lo <MP¥A5LC
Ac P <o blLo << ho D DUrdNDe
<4POAPLC DD CAJ®, Dol Cnb
DB <A (Lo CAD™ CPCDC aC
Lo %Lt (oo Paoco PCDC
PN, aNe (Lo PN<o D> CAS
MPDIS*LC. AMAC <ErPPLC aNaPLo<®oNY,
Ded<d D PCAC INLLAGHAC o NDLOE,
M Ca 4o <> (Lo Po¥No bbrLbDC
XM D>Co® MPo*>P<oN <*MLo<In<oN®.
CAe aN® (Paoc AL®ADCAC TPIC

o PND<5N°, aNaPloAodd CL>

NP A<, AL LC< (Lo

Dc®*Nod CAI o Nt ALPAMDCAS
NP LC (LP*L aNfbcbC*D®,

L PLMC TP MM, A, Aco
B>P DP<b S5, AbAL PadAa® DLI®,
o IE)®  JordAvJMLE Ao 56, o)
A do<Frob®<PIC o e I (L4
Ao N s, PLNYC, PR, Aco
Cd*ac DI CAL LS Cde D>*<D
CAL™S AP*<<<5 L.

HAcn:  <dP<e<dbL<d®Iy M CALYC?
cD: Dloc A, PP <M Mol bPLIERCE
DB®ILSAC CASIA WAL, CALJ®

a obP*ePL L PP o< o PR Ve
DU Do DALY (LI o N®>C
PIbr o Go<®< Lo Noo rlo<*LC
AL (P> o<, A5 aNI*(PlcPo
Al oN<*CL LS 0ol PPdo. o of
AAL®A < Ac. PIbr e God®< o N™oC
a0f AdL®Ac* <G, A5 CnbPNo®
(D>IP<LAS CAI A< P> ool
BrLALC, oNC>® (Lo Pdbrvo™<E
LY aodAa® CITULNS (Lo oaAa™,
Ac. ool N*ooc™ ™56 Coc
> AALMNG CALa CAL®a Ao<G M%G.
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e In the number of animals found dead and/or how
they died?

No, other than a seal having a wound, | have
never noticed or heard of anyone finding a
dead seal for no particular reason. Of

course I've seen a dead seal, but because it
had been wounded by a polar bear or humans.

o QN DY aobPo M L bo®
Jd oL MC?

oD CALa AP*CDPLYT®, Ac
APC*C>PLMIM o N q o
CAL*Ubc_5° o> DALY do<vos_IC
Ao ° (Lo obrc DALY PN<C®D
D>ob®)b®I% 55¢ CALbc P> AocGo<IqL
P DL al, Prdo AP c*C>odrSH U™
Ao ¢ e o™ ¢ <. H5o¢ Aov I

LaAWDedr G, A D5 U¥be DP< Lo,

13.

Do ringed seals from different locations taste
different?

* If YES... What are these differences?

* Which ones do you prefer?

Yes, they have different tastes. Coral Harbour isn’t that
far from where we live, but the seals around there taste
better than the seals around here. The further you go
up, the better tasting they get and vice versa. The
further you go down, Rankin Inlet, Whale Cove, Arviat,
and Churchill, the taste is different. The further you go
north, they taste better.

13. aN¢ vact <ot o0 on<oN NANC
NG A s
o <MPAC. IR Ao D
o acdVc® AdLo™ND>bCPA?

A, <P baNddobe K™ o N e
CLOL aN*o® LLSo®hD> ¥ AN *h>LC
Cnb*L <L (>o*L PPP(H5%o¢ (Dol
AP<bo® o0 oMM LL*DC. (> (L™
AV SFET B bR, NPCo I f,
LFhoS, dUNE L oMM >
LLP?Vo*<<ML.C.  (D>OLe oY, L,
PPPC5E, (Dla Asc® NN,

14.

Have there been times when you could not catch
enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,
or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
come to an ice edge?

Yes. All of us humans, as individuals are
different from each other. Females and males
are different from each other. Some women
are good at making clothing and sewing,
some aren’t as good. It is the same for men,
hunting wise. Some men are good hunters
and some aren’t. When you are hunting for
anything, you don't just wait for the animal,
you have to work hard to get it. For some
hunters, even if they worked really hard, they
still had a hard time in hunting. The hunter
knew he had to provide for his family, dogs

14. UM <® aN® I P PUPLS Acto s,
PIUNS PHot PN o PPhibs o
KR®oNP? BINNoJ Ao, aNPCoNPR o™ o0
D50 o oMot CHPr e oMk, oot
Pa.c D% 5?7

4

A, CA%Lo, AbAL AoNJS <ErPa<C,
Fras JINo <PRALC, A <™ S
AL 5N obcPPra NS A o,
ACPO® KR AMC, <O <JNNY©
CALAINLC Ac™ <*Ja D" 5PNk, Ac™e
LdaOntoMN®, CALa LoDAa‘Ho <™ ™€
o <Jor*oc<loo. P<o CALa AcMC>®
KNAa®oN®, Ad*a ™o N® <O®od CAL

IPL AL, P o oCh ™y, AoAS
0aBN* PLNa®od “Ja o<

LA ADD®, CASLe <P eC.
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and other families too. The hunters had

always worked really hard to provide food
for his family and dogs. These days, itisn't
the same anymore.

If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?
If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?
Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

Ever since | can remember, | haven't really
noticed any change in the seals. They still
have pups, so their numbers are still
increasing.

Hilarie: You haven’t noticed the seals
becoming scarce?

Leo: Some animals, like us humans, have to
work hard to earn some money, they are the
same, you can't just get at them anytime you
want to, but you have to work hard to get at
them, some times, you can'’t get anything at all.
They say that the seals are becoming scarce,
but | don't think they are. The animals move to
different areas. For example, sometimes there
aren’t anymore caribou around Chesterfield
Inlet, but you know that they will come back
around in the near future. It is the same with
the seals. They move to different areas. All
the animals know too. This is how I think it is.
In the summer time, the seal has less fat on
them. They start getting fatter, probably by
August, they stay fat all winter. They start
getting fatter as it is getting colder.

o <MPPAC.aNDCE Ao PR P
aNDAaAC PS5 AcAaSHr< N o N?
o NS KW FNCPLNSLNS, bo® Aor™o"
PR P (A NMTAS AoN<d™o<o
<tLo DUPySvee?
o AALPYBPAC A% CALe Acc DoPLo LM
o aNC ACTe® ¥ BPPLNOM AobNNC
b oAcP 5P 0" A7ING® o0 P> PGANAD>

D50 Ao oo™ AP DCAPAC (A5

PadAa™ A I N<0)?

al® oM CLd<, CAL™C UL
AP M Aa DR oMY, < AP <<
CALa CRD>YC, Al ®a.

HAcC: <% %7 5<G e DoL I

D CALMC o ¥NC <I¥q *D<IHAS  Pa L™
Ao LS CALa Ko AJUSAC PP<lo
NS CALa. AAL®AC>DC PP<o CU2>™M
NAa ol <tAP® 5<(P>* Ao Mbo<I® o€
Aco AMIM.C CALa AP o< Cb.
Prdo DBPIBP<ILI® oW o™Jc®I,
oM GAMBC b LD, A Ldd oNC>*
P LC, e PNCE, A5 CAL, DD
DN o, Aol DB ® Lo
ol L CAL %dd D*Dbcpl™Le, <L afF
CALa<(>® A'S*CHLC, A5 acdvo e
L>*U>¥C CALa, CAL <P
4>UDEoNe, LD oNe, C>S™U> N,
oSNNS BDRLIALU™, NPTt LN,

A>H*< 5N°, CALaAda MG La.

4

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

LdatNot oact P Mot oab®Lodot

AV 55 o

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals

15. PP AdDt o NS Al sl
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near Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations
where you have lived?

« If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

(Already answered)

CRPPCALR T e oot dP<dot
oalc D PLEAC?

o dMPo... bo® ERMToHOL?

(P> Go5<I>3)

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

Lo NP> PBPPARLA M AALPAT o

16. Do you have other information or knowledge about
seals that you wish to share?

Our ancestors who were “real hunters”, there
still are a few “real hunters” around, they
didn’t have anything else in mind other than
to hunt. There are a number of things that we
have to think about these days; religion, work,
school and others, like money. Our
ancestors didn’t have to worry about these
things, therefore, they knew all the animal’s
movements. These days, we really don’t
know. | myself don’t really know. | only know
about what | have heard about.

16. DNDLYo® D 50¢ BDPLYbbo®AC o N b oC

Ac o(>La b Cra?

A, o LI <“JartNLAbc>*IC CA<I
P>, Lardc M<AdCbD®I®. DL, dol™
ALY b5 D> MLC Ldo™b FadAa ™o,

DY ra® CALDPILLH® < ha bt <L
Aco<o®, Ldd Pabb® AALMD 5<c >*NalC
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aNb (Lo CAP< o[NP boAc™ e
>N D*D CAId AoAS, D La,
DU LN DN>LIAQ®DI™M,
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Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question numbers 5 and 7)
(Yo N> < oo * Y™ D*CY PPN 5 < 7 A0

Hunter: L-Eo /nll" I“IL
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Andre Tautu

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:

AL o NC DBRRNECD o AoAS
ARP M o LetoNt AA®ASCH<®
BeIP )

Lo PN oNS <o ALAPNC> ™S

How many years have you been hunting ringed 1. bo® ddoPNP¥* 0 NSAPLAPAC AlsaLSRvT?

seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

As soon as | was able to hunt seals, | starting hunting CAL™S aNGAJ*a®PI<GL Ld*D)<5™ Ldvoto®

them. | started hunting seals as a young boy. CAL™C aNGAP<>NPP>*PLI™.

Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations? 2. 0alYA° AP o NSAPLA?

« If YES... Where and for how long? e PfPo... ol <L bo® ddoPNF*?

« Have you lived in other communities? * oal¥A° dVdoC 0o b*PLA?

Yes, wherever | go | try to hunt seal. | have A, ool <® o IMUF<GL o Nb®D I

lived in Baker Lake for about 3 years. | have aNBIAELE o NGA<I oo <.

seen seals too, but never caught one up there. BLo D<M DELM N P> of A*lr oS,
PPdo aN™o CFILCcP*LM M CAbo.
Prdo o Nc P> I™L.

How important are ringed seals to you? 3. bo® LAPNPACT o_cf:]c?

* Do you use them for food? ¢ oPrrPoLc™ o?

+ For cultural activities? © ARPIBAS ATRNPT5J?

+ For clothing? * CoPRPaeMo? .

«  For medicine? ¢ Lot Mo ONbeLo?
e AP0 570 ?

e For anything else?

Today, the seal isn’t as important like it used to
be. Back then when we had dog teams, the
seal was very important because we need the
seal to feed the dogs, so that our dogs will be
strong and healthy. Today, all parts of the seal
isn’t that important now, we still eat the meat
and the organs, and we still have use for the
skin. The seal skin is very comfortable as
mitts, which we still use in the spring and fall
time. | don’t know how the seal would be used
for medicinal purposes, but | know the seals
nutrients are very rich, therefore it is good for
the body. Also, in the winter time and it's

La <APNPS<P*o*Cb CA<Loc

P oP<ENSC PIdNReCRL H<

LA DRPLLC P bNPLL, <o
LaP¥e dadAa™ <DoRre®C6od>C

o P*™ onbCCH<*oNJ PP<oo bdNd
D¥<bNY, >AoM<oM Ao<LC PP<hdo
DA™PNDS, PP<o DRL*MD*L bo®
AoV LM, Ac NMIALCI® Nre
A>AUSAS, < DP>JE APa ™ol o N® oo
(Pao Pa*lo oo N*D% 505 DBA®I® 565
D ®I® BDPLNPCDC DU A-<PCH<IN,
4L NMPIPLYSC, Ao ondlb®C P
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really cold, when you catch a seal down at the
floe edge and you eat the liver with the seal fat,
this will surely warm up the hunter. We still
love the seal liver and still want to eat the meat
whenever we can, not every single day, but we
still want to eat it.

. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and

how do you hunt them?
e Inthe spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

I myself do not really hunt for seal pups, | know some
that do, but | enjoy going boating and going after the
seal pups, that is when | would rather hunt them. |
also like to hunt the seal pups when they are basking
in the sun. You can recognize the pups when they
are basking in the sun. You prefer to catch a seal
pup rather than an adult seals, because the meat is
better tasting and the skin is nice, so our preference
in the spring time is the seal pups. We don't really
look for the seal’s breathing holes anymore, or use a
harpoon to hunt the seals these days. We don’'t hunt
the seals as much anymore.

» By travelling or walking along drifts and
ridges and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

When we spend the spring season out in a camp, yes
we do want to hunt the seal pups.

* By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Yes. The snowmobiles are the only thing we use
now these days or if you get to an area where there
are a number of seals, you could walk around to
catch a seal.

* By snowmachine in the spring when seals
are lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes. The only way to get around is by
snowmobile now in the spring time. Once you
get to where there are seal pups, you can hunt
them. You can clearly recognize seal pups on
the ice.
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« Inthe late spring or early summer in open water o DPATLAM <PYIchtNodoe AL
from an ice edge? >*C OB HJ?

Yes. You can clearly recognize a seal pup on the ice. A,_ L GUC AcCaN<AL*LC 0_046\6—5

aNC BPNLMe.

e Inthe open-water season by boat? o AL C D9

Yes. Not so much seal hunting. In the summer A, aN®P>ES Yoo 5C YA

we’d rather not hunt seals. The meatisn't as o_hPL_a<]r"°°d°"|"o_<C Ac ANE DR *Lo-b

tasty as in the fall time, and when you kill a PND P> b C <Dlet <

seal, they often and easily sink down to the PANGA SN, PALPANGLC™.C [ AL 5

bottom of the ocean. This is in the spring and T
late spring or early summer. <PrNPNodo.

. i ? . . . .. ..
Using a gun, harpoon, and/or net: o SENPINL50C, Do 156, Boet LN

We don’t use seal nets to hunt the seal, if we 55 NI, Ac. Prb<ChA

had dogs, we would probably use the nets, but . :
. . PIodNR®CAL S 05 <*DP e GH<I™Id
we mostly use the rifle. We always bring our Prdo dPDNo® <DGo b, <t

harpoons when seal hunting, so that we can .
use the harpoon when the seal is going to sink Zgj&’éﬁj&’—’dqb)dc PANSACHNN

to the bottom.

o B PP Ao D oo <P<UM®

* At other times of year and/or using other
aNGAINB® oN?

techniques or approaches?

The seal isn’t as important as it used to be, so oM )" 5P o™ o0 Aaro>Te LS

you don’t try anymore. If you see one then you °—n::rl<—;°' iqu‘?_:. ‘q’;bncqu 0 *bo®
will go after it. You don't hunt seals like you o TP o™ La.
used to a long time ago.

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you 5. PNPC*AbABCPAC bol < o N*D>ANLC™ 0 ?

hunt in a particular way? o <MPAC.. oI IC NI<PE.
* If YES... Please mark these locations on the
map. L N<L® o IF<d® o NP> A6 U4C,
ParD>bCc6C A>rPa ™l o <C
No, not at all. Once we start hunting seals aMb®Ihat(D>* PPdo, oo
down at the floe edge. We have to go to N ab L ¢ Po®oC aNU>PLULC,

different areas to find seals. [Locations marked on
attached map.]

Ringed seal pups: ‘NN
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. When do ringed seals have their pups?

They say that the seal pups are out this month
(March), by April they become a little bigger.
This month they are tiny.

6. UGS aNC o NACA*I?

o NLocbC*I® CooJ® CPr LG,
AN o N CIc® oM. La CAL Co
CPrd® aNdec_*Jo<iLC.

. Are there particular locations where pups are

most commonly found?

 If YES... Please mark on the map where
these places are located.

No, the seal pups are anywhere. You can find
them where the ice is solid and not going to
move away.

* Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

When you are not really observing them anymore, you
don'’t really notice that, but it seems to be the same all
around. You find the seal pup dens pretty well in the
same areas. (Locations marked on map.)

How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

Yes. Ever since | was a child. My grandfather
used to hunt seals in the breathing holes.
They taught me where | might find the seal’s
breathing holes. Today, | just think about how
they used to hunt, and when you have lived in
an area a long time, you know where the seals
usually are.
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Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
there are pups?

Yes. Itis obvious. When you hunt polar bears,
and tracking them, you can tell that the polar
bear is looking for the seal’s breathing hole by
March or April. As of now they are going
around looking for seal pups. You can tell that
they had caught a seal pup. Also, the foxes
tracks tells you. If you see plenty of their
tracks around a certain area, you know that
the fox could smell the seal pup. By these, you
know that there was a seal pup in that place,

8. NNLo<ds ao0A5 aNK*DAN o NKPCE®<EIa?

A, P * )% (ta o oo PNCEI®
ao0*Dc PP oo o ¢ DM (Ld]

e oA DY LoD BC™HLC LS, AT
Co CAL Lo Adsc®<e<de™LC
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(LA Do Ao Cb®I I <abG™C CAL
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or if you see the foxes droppings, even if you
aren’t able to tell if there’s a seal pup den
around, because of the droppings you know
there is a den or a breathing hole there.

« When you open a pup lair and there is a pup,
is it common or rare that foxes have found
the lair before you have?

Yes. You often see the foxes had been digging
into seal pups’ dens. Foxes do have success
in their hunt.

¢« N AoCo® oo, NNlbo<do®
NPC>b>C>PLL " *\> Ac*oPD*o <bo?

A, C¥*a®IP>* (Ldd Nnlo<NAS
LLBCLC 5o o NKPPNI50C
>cBC LNt (2L o NLCLC
NALo<¥~AS,

Where ringed seals are found:

N ol ac¥b v

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
themselves?

The seals will start going on the ice in April,
once itisn't so cold anymore. In May you can
see more seals all around that are basking

all day on the ice. You'll see lots of them
around the big cracks of the ice everywhere.

9. b Mo aoc o bl D

A, AT CAL YL o<™LC
AYYACELS, < brLAa S nc®sN®
a5 Ct CPFRD Nt oNt ot Ao<TEoNe
P<Cdc® oMt <MALNE <dPbo® oo CN<®

A A<,

10. During the open-water season where are ringed
seals commonly found?

Everywhere. Seals are everywhere. Seals are
commonly seen around islands too, | don’t know why
this is, but they are seen everywhere in the water.

10. PdbP c*N"5d ol NS ALAaPc*N"5J
aobPAYL?

aocl AN<* o_.o.'_vt’cq""LC aNe. CLd<]_)-
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o-q.quq"“o-“’L\D"“LCJPQ%_ aoco*C® CdRD>bC®I
a N,

What ringed seals eat:

a N ontCNe:

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

| don't know a whole lot, but they often have

1. PATt 4PRTHCHAYL o N?
(> YD *PPLe® o No
PRTPPL NPdI*N~o-qB<. NEdL*(><C
LPRTPCL NNSed*<E b 5aNIC
Ao*ND )

>PLIM oI PP 6D Pr<o
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kinguk’s [amphipods] and other little sea
animals in their stomachs. They also have
cods in their stomachs too. This is what | have
noticed. [Prey animals indicated on attached

pages.]

» Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with

season?

As soon as fall time comes, the seals start
getting fatter. The reason why they lose their
fat is because they spend so much time
basking in the sun on top of the ice. When you
catch a seal early in the summer time when
there is no more ice, they tend to sink down to
the bottom of the ocean, it's because they
don’t have as much fat. By August they

start getting fat and by September if you catch
a seal, they float on the surface of the water
and their meat is good to eat too by then.
When the seals have been basking in the sun,
their meat isn't as tasty.

PHJvet PY<Me o0 ¢ fadlh e
PLIRPISN Dot IPRH G BL™ets
>R Cb.
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D*APId 5bC* oMNE, CAL PdbR e h*Nod
>AL*I*BC 5<A® 500 o NGO 5o 50
PANGADDS>C, CAL <Y LT
AN oM WO (Lo
SPCc P bP<5ME >AL®IPD® 5N

o PN<J* oMo, B rPLAacoddbLAS
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Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

a1t WLYHLEE Dot PRDTo e
CASLoT La It NPoY;

12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?
e Inthe number of seals?
e In how difficult it is to hunt them?
«  Where you find them?
* Intheir size or sex?
e Intheir overall physical appearance?
* In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,
lungs, ...)?
e In their behaviour?
* Inwhat they eat?

| have never really noticed too much change in
them, but back then, maybe it was because

we really had to get them because we had

dog teams, we needed the seal meat for the
dogs, so it was really important to catch the
seal, so it was more often that the seals were
caught. Today, we go down to the floe edge by
snowmobile to hunt seals, but it seems there
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are less seals, therefore you don'’t catch

them as much anymore. The seals are very
much afraid of walrus, so | think that might be
the reason for the seals not being around as
much too. Sometimes in the fall time, if there
are more breathing holes on the ice, there will
be more seals in the breathing holes than by
the floe edge. Also, sometimes the reason for
the seals not being around is because, of
course, like any other animals they go else
where, they move to different areas. They
probably like to see different types of food they
get. Therefore some years there will be

more seals and the other years there will be
less seals.

¢ In the number of animals found dead and/or how
they died?

For those of us who hunt seals, it is hardly that
we find dead seals, but yes, once in awhile we
will find dead seals. Once they start basking in
the sun, they will have been caught by polar
bears. Itis most often by polar bears. We
rarely see dead seals for other reasons.
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13.

Do ringed seals from different locations taste
different?

* If YES... What are these differences?
Which ones do you prefer?

There really is a big difference. For example,
after eating seal meat from around here, then
go to Repulse Bay and eat seal meat there,
Repulse’s seal meat tastes a lot better, so as
you go up further north, the better it gets, it
think this is how it is. | know that it is like that.
Hilarie: Why is that?

Andre: Maybe it's because it is colder up
there, their meat is better. Their meat is very
delicious and you really do taste it. It is like,
you probably noticed the differences in the
caribou meat that you eat. The tastes of the
caribou meat can be different from one
another. The caribou meat with fat is better
tasting and so forth. The seal meat is the same
around here, but as you go further north where
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it is colder, the better tasting they get.

APYq gt << << 50 L o®hc (€,

14.

Have there been times when you could not catch
enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,
or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
come to an ice edge?

» If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

» If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

* Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

 When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

No, | don’t remember this, but this is how it's
always been. Not very many seals, but you are
always able to catch one once in awhile, but
these days, it's not as important to catch the
seals. These days if you go down to the floe
edge to hunt the seal, sometimes you don't get
to see one at all or if you do, it is too far. Back
then, maybe it was because there was less
sound of the snowmobile, the seals would pop
up closer to the floe edge, this is how it used
to be. These days, there seems to be less
seals. Maybe it is because they can hear the
snowmobiles.
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For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:
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15.

Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations
where you have lived?

* If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

Yes, | have already answered this question.
The only difference is the taste of the meat.
The skin of the seal is just the same.
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Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

Pda N> PP AALPAT o

16. Do you have other information or knowledge
about seals that you wish to share?

Yes. | would want to see the hunters not hunt
seals if they will not use the skin or the meat,
but if there is a cost for the seal skin, like if

the hunter will be able to sell the skin for
money, that would be alright, because the
meat is not going to be wasted, even if it is left.
The meat is not hazardous to our environment,
and other animals will eat the meat, so if the
meat is left, it will still be useful to other
animals. | don’t have all that much knowledge,
but living in and around Chesterfield Inlet all
my life, I know that there has always been
seals around, so if you really want to catch a
seal, you are still able to catch a seal every
single day.
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Hunter:

/

Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question numbers 5 and 7)
(LYo N> < 0o * Y™ O*C PPN"HJ 5 L 7 dA®ANe*)
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Joseph Issaluk

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:

AL o NC DBRRNECD o AoAS
A‘ibdrl%f\“-o_b L_(._b_'b.nb <AQLHGLCDQ%
YIPA AN

Lda NN o N s ALAPNC> oS

how do you hunt them?

Anytime of the year. Fall time and all winter. | don’t
hunt seals as much in the spring because the hair is

How many years have you been hunting ringed 1. bo® ddoPNP<* @ NGAPYLPAC Ao LiNAMT?

seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

| have been seal hunting since | was small, ¢ PPo® bPNPNCEKG Mo

probably about 50 years. aN*>GL CALMS LA <™ o™
aN*P>*<GL, AL 50 PP>C oo
(Lo

Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations? 2. oal¥A° AP<doC aNSAPLAC?

« If YES... Where and for how long? s PfPo... ol <L bo* ddoPNF*?

« Have you lived in other communities? * o0alYA® 4o 0o B*PLA?

| lived in Rankin Inlet before, so | have seal b:p,qbc‘f q,:[CD/\%C[iq,b:LbL qbb"»r‘::@ o [>:b (Lo

hunted the area around Rankin Inlet right Moo CALDMMC® oD <e PG

through to this area. | have also hunted seals DI oM (Mo, L <>

right up to Pikiuliq area. APD>P< boCot (B2* o NP> < P>*I™.

Hilarie: How long have you lived in Rankin HAcn: ‘bo® oM™

Inlet? b* o < >*ILA?

Joe: About 3 years. ARDLb: PP AMAobA.

How important are ringed seals to you? 3. %bo® <LAPNPALS o_Cr:'IC?

e Do you use them for food? * PPt o?

e For cultural activities? o A*POBAS ATRNMT5J?

* For clothing? o CofRPeMo? _

e For medicine? * o0 ONDe-*o?

« For anything else? © Mo ?

Seal has been important to us all that time up °_ch CAL—%L”_:]—’I’ /\“gCn&i‘?i °'qplb—“m’<ndc

to now. | don’t know if it was used for <t Eirp SNJS F:Hf]"' CAL: L5

medicinal purposes. A‘Jq S>ANLD T bDrc b I'}L%p)n"l), Ao oc
ab® >pcDYLMDM.

. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and 4, €9 acdd® aNGAAYAS L bo®

@ NGAAYAC?

BWIA® DP<Phds, DP>SAC®, DATUE
Prdo Lo aM*rD>oR e bC* o
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shedding.

e Inthe spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

Yes, | do hunt with others, | can't name every
one of them. My son-in-law is one of the
hunters that | often go out with right now.

e By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes, in the spring time, when the seal pups are
born, we do hunt seal pups and look for their
dens.

e By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

The seals do not have agluaqg, seals only have
aglu’s.

Hilarie: What is an agluag?

Joe: Only fish holes are called agluag's.
Hilarie: Okay, | meant to say aglu.

Joe: When you hunt seals at breathing holes, a
hunter will wait at the breathing hole and there
is usually a snowmobile going around, so

that the seal will go to the breathing hole.

* By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Do you mean seal on ice - gaksimajuq?

Hilarie: Yes. | meant to say gakigsimajuq.
Joe: Yes, we do catch seals that are on the
ice. When we still used dog teams, we did a lot
of seal hunting that were basking in the sun

on the seaice. There aren'’t seals that are
gakigsimajuq.

(Qaksimajuq and gakigsimajuq are two
different words and both have different
meanings like agluagq and aglug have two
different meanings. | got mixed up with other
words that sound almost the same as the two |
was supposed to ask to the interviewee. H.
Makpah, Study Coordinator)

* Inthe late spring or early summer in open water

59 AD Y o bC®LC LL®I)P 5bCLC.

o DA™ AoBNYoC o N<HPD> BB SN2

A, PO <o Ao J*DG e
WGP, Prdor LaPc™® CAta
o U>L AN <6<,

o D CHLN TSNS AP AN BN 5%
aNANTSAAYAS oo "ob?

A, DASLREE PASLEL o N GML©
o N<D>*<C (Ldo*l o N<rNo
Po_H®<EDUC.

o DC*PP*HN"5H%aC P L5 aC PPII?

LoHIbAAIMC, oo Ce o

HAcn: AoaPb™.Cce <Hd?

ALY AbosAc PT odbAvLC
HAcn: <*Scadb>etL.

ANSE: NG 5o <ol oot (Lo
PPILSPNLN Cta. o N DY NCD>a A GLE
A< PCPoo <o, ob la #I%.

o DARNIS PP o N bl bCNoN?

BrLdobA, bPLIbA?

HAcn: A %L

AL A, bPldo aNe>H<ATRYS
A D>PI* PPN LHCAC.  borlo
P NG D>®IIE PRI SbAADYLE,

(LY <L bP*PLY <PAMPLC DR A
Qo< < <o <YL C CL®b>ULL
DBr(D>o M LcboM. H. LS <A™A™N.)

o DA™LAM <PYIchtNodoe AL
> DBRNU?
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from an ice edge?

Yes, in the early spring | hunt for seals. At this
time, the seal skins are really nice and good to
sell, so we hunt for seals at the edge by boat.
At the floe edge, we have to be at the shallow
waters because the dead seal will sink to the
bottom.

e Inthe open-water season by boat?

Yes, we hunt seals by boat, we enjoy going
after the seals by boat.

e Using agun, harpoon, and/or net?

| use only rifles to hunt seals when boating.

e At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

In the fall time, by the end of August, the seals
are able to float. Also, when the ice is just
starting to form. The only time we don’t hunt
seals as much is in the spring time when the
hair shedding. Occasionally, we’ll catch a seal
in the spring time so we can have seal meat to
eat.

A, PLedt<edlnct s oNC CLdd
FPIGULC. TP AD PR LANLC.
CAL oD9NPRe® o N®PD>*<IIC Yol
DI 5C <L Pooc AT PP<oDcbC®I®
PALC®IPHYC DAL,

o ALI<™C DIM<Ad?

A, aMPr>BC*I Pdr oo,
DIF<*D*5C DAY o L™ ™ o0
<o AcoC™ L.

o PINTINLS0C, Do 50, Dot LNC>N.o?

Pt PIHICANT™ I a N> %I
DI <*IGMUL.

o B PP Ao D oo P<AUM®
aNGAJNL® SN2

CAL DP<hc<dcSe (Lo < dlocd (Lo
NS >*CNA™LC aN*PDE<TII <
ARG PaCP<edeblE o “P<a G <IN o
Aco (Lo aN*D™a ™ (e
P> C® A LAELS,  PP<o DA™
LL®IP 56 UC CAL aNA<Eh® ActLA™J™LE,
PP<do DAL LL*IP 56 C CAL
aNA<PR® AP JcBC L oyt
ACD>PAGE L 5o A ®<M U<,

. Are there specific places that you go to where you

hunt in a particular way?

* If YES... Please mark these locations on the
map.

Yes. | will often go up to Nunariaq in the
summer time. The reason is that, | know there
are often seals in that area, and the boat
doesn’t move around as much, like it would

in other areas. [Locations marked on
attached map.]

. PNPCPABABCPAC bol <* o N> ALLLC™ 0?

o MPAC.. 0o ML NI,

A, C<PMUI oan<d®I PLd aMPLSM
PLdoc. PLPLEULE 0an<d® CAva

a N®EDPAPLPLG <P e Pl oo <L
aNBGI*LE,
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Ringed seal pups: ‘NN
6. When do ringed seals have their pups? 6. BUDCULE a NS aNA*CA*I?
\ think itis in April or May. A<PLFD“3“b (Lo aN<DbcbC®I®.  [TbA,
[MJNoOJBA.

7. Are there particular locations where pups are most | 7. I(>Pa ¥ o N aobDLE<?

commonly found? . L . .
A, A'HOcl¥F bolo aNEDCULC, LPa

Yes, around Chesterfield \nlet we go hunting for seals PP, DPDJ° Ac Lo AMSNoJc Loa
in the early spring when there is still lots of current at Po POc®< PaJ¥® <>

the floe edge area. We follow the floe edge to \ook M A%< 50C<bNJS (Lo M JA®

for seal pups. \tis around Qikigtaajuk also neas a NS, CA%a <D<®od C<P>*L
Ukpiligaajuk between Qikigtagjuag there are \ots of MJASe® <DL Db od o NED>B<EDYC,
seal pups there and that is where we go hunting for AL CAYa PPRCRE, Ac DPACLSS

seals. SN<*lo- PPN ddo*lo- Cra

a NABGEIASMLE Clom aNIPD>HLTIUC,

* If YES... Please mark on the map where these o PPAC . 0o M IC NPt
places are located.

ACbAaDY A ACb SR a I

\When we hunt for seal pups around Chesterfield ACbAQDLA* <CJCL <
\nlet, we go 1o the ice where the first floe edge had HACA:  aN<DELAS bo®
formed in the fall ime when the ice was forming A N<C*DBC™L P AC Cv AAASTL>L_5><a*CNe
(minguignig). We also go 1o the area hetween (ta. CALa <dAASLE
ikigtagjuag and Ukpiligaagjuk, this area often has - - :
Q Ahst: b, <Pbbe CAla.

seal pups 100, SO we go seal pup hunting to that

GO b o oy |4 C S |C
area. |Locations marked on attached map.) ©06MIAe o0 aNdea ™ML Pa™ .
o dGJCLE PATMAC (Ro“CA™a® aobb AL

* Arepups found in these locations every spring, DA oot A< Ae LoD

or only in some years?

There are always some seal pups, there isnt Lol aNGA%a AL E Pa® ¢ Pa® [
S0 much, but there are always seal pups o NACA<IE o N<® bA< U
around those places in the spring tme. o N*CAl o_qécquc_ CALaD D> | o
AN
* How do you hunt pups and how do you know e Sbo® Q_n<1qbr}[>r]°"dé\c Lo bo® bPrLbBCPAC
where pups can be found? aoab® ME o Nd?
. NP> N PP L<C v
We hunt seal pups with harpoons. \We harpoon Z__ﬂ e oi:_) <(1)a<ﬂ J CAL Coo “bo-C'c;Q-_o- kg

the seal pup. When you \ook for a seal pup L0 Cla oN<*rC <Al J

den, and when you find the den, you know -
that it is a seal den, because there's a bit of N Aled™Ld Mo o14° CH™LE CAL
aN<*C, e A'ND oG (P><oo o N,

seal hair on the snow, you know that the seal : : .
Y CAL C'od® boCo™ar*J*LC
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pup had just left not long ago. We call this
irivik. They say that the seal pup won't be far
from this den. So we wait for it there. If there
is an irivik, you know there is a breathing hole
(aglu) near it. The two of them are usually
pretty close to each other.

Coln <Moo oN® CAL C'o Ca
APt o Acndndnb®C And<C
bolyo <orP®oC. boldoto <vsbr™JMLC

Aco.

Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
there are pups?

Yes. The polar bears do. They do catch seal
pups. The foxes too, look for seal pups’ dens,
this is obvious and foxes can catch seal pups
when the seal pups are still very small.

« When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

No, | have never really known a fox getting into
the lair first, but there has been some foxes
that got to seal pups, but only because the seal
pup was left by its mother maybe because the
pup was stillborn.

8. NNlLo<ds ao0A5 aNK*DAN o NKPCh®<EIa<?

A. aoAS, aoAc A oaNKEPELEIC
aNA*<L™.  Nnlo<de NP ILLAS
Prdo oo AUbsMC b>rLa ®C
aN<*PNoS, Ac aNPra ™ ¥ doLn<e

aoa I,

¢ o Ao Mo oo, Nnlodo
NPC>b>C>PLL o™ N> Ac*oD>*o <bo?

oDt CALa P DELDYUDLo<® PP<o
Ldd o N 1¢>%6-doGoC> U™,

L2 dGU™ (Lo DdU<oNt <lodp55dLC
CAJ NNlodo® ADodt aoleva ®IPHAS.

Where ringed seals are found:

o_cr']c al o_o-VDA%JQCZ

When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
themselves?

March is the month that the seals start basking
in the sun after their little ones have been
born. They lie near their pup’s lair. Seal pups
often lie on the ice near their lair.

9. b <5 ao o LD

(Lo, C'o aN<bchGMLe brLcb>NNA,

C'o o N o dMyC boloo

AP SABDLL Co bolbo brLAadc
BPLLDNNAC o N<doD>®oN°, o N Jb® oNe
aN<dboD>c® 5Nt brLAC (Yo bolo.

10.

During the open-water season where are ringed
seals commonly found?

Like | had said earlier. Nunariaq area will
often have seals, and near and around Pitiulaaqtuuq
too.

10. PdbP c*N">d ol NS ALA 0P *N"5J
aobbAe?

A CAL DBEDUL (o oan<® oMb 5o
AL (Lo A>T bolb
@ MBI A",
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What ringed seals eat:

a N o bCNe:

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?

(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

| barely see their stomachs, but | know that
the gasigiaq's (Ranger Seals) [harbour seals]
do have cod fish in their stomachs. | think the
ringed seals often have kinguk’s [amphipods]
in their stomachs. The Ranger Seals often
have cod fish in their stomachs because they
are often around shallow parts of the ocean.
[Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

« Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with

season?

I don’t know this, but due to basking in the sun
so much the seals do not eat as often, that is
why they have less fat and often sink to the
bottom when killed. | think as it gets warmer
outside, they eat less and much of their time
lying on the ice, therefore eating less. Once
the ice has gone, they are able to float, | guess
after the ice has gone they eat more.

1. PAT <PRID>ChAYLE o NC?

(> YdD>*D>PLe o Nt
PLRTPPLRe NPII*NTd®<E. NPIL*CPC
CPRTPCL NNSod®<E B Ha NI
Ao*ND"L.)

PR o Cdudva*al, PPdoc brM<C
(LI DL™o® <P b6t b>PLY .
(Ldd aNLnC P*JveG5d™Ddo®
CLdo U d* ) N<d< PR bGP I<IHAS,
"< aNLAP>*PLC PLobc

PR D>bodboAS AbbPab oL,
HAcn: A< bP<C b5 NI b>rLAN?
ANSS: A, A e

o o onBC™ e ¢ PPN P
P <cdo™b Lcbod?

oDt BDALYMDW. PP<do DASLSE
onAAI®C PP C Lo NLLC
PABC*<C Dda®*L L o ADb D>dG
Bl 5<¢, bEPLAbLC
onra AcbCd*LC. DAIGS
S P BP0 o Ph®<IG DARGHE,

Changes or differences in ringed seals over time:

aff WLYHLEHE D 5ot FRDTo e
CASLoT Lol NPoU:

12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?
e Inthe number of seals?
* In how difficult it is to hunt them?
«  Where you find them?
* Intheir size or sex?
e Intheir overall physical appearance?
* In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,
lungs, ...)?
* Intheir behaviour?
e Inwhat they eat?

12. DAL BPAC P oL MC o NS A Sl

> 50¢ %boCo?

e aN b

o AFVQ G E o NBD G SN

e aor’bCeC aN™e<?

o AWM PRL eC fa o C
QYN > <?

o DM SVeC APReMO?

o ASYMols0C (A NV, >MC)?

o APV 55D W2

o PR 5%eC (APRITD>C)?
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Back then when it was really important to
catch seals, the hunters and the people
didn’t observe the seals. | have been eating
seal liver since | was just a little boy, | still eat
the liver, most of us enjoy eating the liver, it is
a delicacy. | haven’t noticed any differences
or changes from that time to the present time.

In the number of animals found dead and/or how
they died?

I have never known to find a dead seal for no
particular reason. | just realized that | didn’t
answer one of the questions you asked me
earlier. Back in the earlier days, we really
needed and wanted to catch a seal so that the
dogs could eat, so it seemed a lot harder to
catch a seal then than it is now. These days,
because we don't need them so much, it

seems easier to catch a seal, mainly in the winter time.

CA%Lo aNGA5<™<c >*N5C

PP DYPLC AadAa A PP<o
CALMS oCP<5% N*I*<bl (Pao Pao
La ¢ NPoJ A N*UD*<bL o P®
LI b PN, LN Ac ANE

N*JPC CALMoS PP NIy D Blot.
ot DGUE aobbo S 4o bot I e LILC?

ARSb: o Db DFUI<RIre, D <P
ORIl <JARDYAS  Acl
P>BD o Masd.  aN®rD>PYA <L o PhDL—®) b~
La. CA%Lo P_Lr*<c >*NoSC DP>J
Ao<CoMbNd A1 e Predneh®CaL I

o N*P>AYAPILAL S DI, Lac

Acn < HO<bC o dN 0"

QN*PD> A o Ph DL —® )%,

13.

Do ringed seals from different locations taste
different?
« If YES... What are these differences?

| think they're all the same, but the seals we

call Tuvagmiut these seals are usually found
around Qikigtagjuaq. These seals are bigger
than the seals around this area in the spring
time. The seals that are close to the edge are
called Pulaju [that which went under or below
the ice] are usually smaller than the ones up
there. The seals around the Rankin Inlet area,

| remember when | used to hunt that area seem
to be bigger than the seals around this area too.
It seems that the seals are getting smaller as
you're going further north and it seems there are
a lot more in number over there than over here.

* Which ones do you prefer?

We usually prefer the smaller ones. Their
meat seems to taste better than the bigger
ones and when you're working on the skins,
the skins are lighter than the bigger ones.
Back then when we used to have dogs, we
probably preferred the bigger ones, but now, |

13. aN¢ vact <ot o0 oM NANC

FRV? -
o PLRAC AR Ao D?

PrIY*C, PPdo Lo <o b NoD"

I PDoG<bNIE Lo PPUCHII boCoD"
CoADd PR 5% DAL (LW <o Do
DI Lo Pa*bof oDt >c doG(D AJNe
MPo*hd oA .C. Lo DM PD>CHo 6D MC
LPIAAILC P * 5o AL C <L <o
b %o < MP*<P<do DPA™dcc. Dcrbb
L Po*h5EHCEIC L o N®C>IoC. <12
Mecdd L <o AoPAP< o NMNC

MR <Nt <MAH<G5%Ca™ TP I <N,
NS IAodln<s M C (Do,

e ac<ct AJLc®\D>bCPAL?

[Po™NAS Ao *hD>bC*C>C.
PN e PNDL® 5N s < Acn<n<oNe
DRI <ONY Adc*a o™ N><oN. CA Lo
P B*<NHC <o *hAS

AL o 5 DI ILAS Lac MPo®hAS
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prefer the smaller ones.

A>No*RD>Yb,

14.

Have there been times when you could not catch
enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,
or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
come to an ice edge?

If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it just
pups or some other group of ringed seals?

Yes, but | do not remember exactly when it
was. | was just a little child. The food was
scarce then. There were no animals, no
caribou. Back then this area didn’'t have any
caribou anyway, we depended on seals

then. | remember there were no seals that one
year. I'm not saying there was nothing at all,
but | remember the seals were scarce. | don’t
remember what year it was though.

Hilarie: All seals, pups too?

Joe: Yes.

» If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

Like | said earlier, it seems that it was just that
year. All other years, there were always seals.

Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

No, back then | wasn't too aware, so | don't
know why, but sometimes, this is only what |
have heard. Sometimes, some winters don't
come like a usual winter, meaning that once in
awhile we have a mild winter, and when that
happens, all animals are very scarce. This is
only what | have heard about, I've never known
for it to happen myself.

When you could not catch enough ringed seals

14. *Ur<® oS <o PUPLS Acoo,
PIWND D oot PN o PR o
KRc®oNP? BN Ao, aNPCoNR o™ 5o,
D50 NS oo™ o o™ oM,
> 506 Pacdve®oNk?

o <PPAC.aNoCE MG DR D5
aN<DAQAS D5 AcAaSH e oN?

A*JUo<® B UDN<E FIAD LS <> p D
HCS®c 2 5c PG CA<%Lo. docD>®LL<C
brac PeLY®. bl s PeLYLC CA% Lo,
aNB IS5 P*LYE* oI *PN<® 50
DM oo, Ac D*Ib < P*L* L Cla.
aNa oG c DL L.C DPD>® CAla <>l
NG5S aNPe® Wva L AbDe,
ACH*PN<LA IS

ANAI<U e PP Bl CA% Lo,
B LN<JLo<PL Y obA<R 5 DL Ac
PR 5O 5, CALe CAL DPp®

P PG Aabc oL e,

HAcn: oN5*CE, aN<ds?

ALSS A

o N KW PNCPLNLMS, bo® Ao ot
PP PP (A MMAC AN oot
o DINYec?

1AL DBBPUL blova®IP 5 DL L CAta
_P>® AC>PHAE®I®, CAlta. CALD<RSS®D®,
(Lo <d/<o ACHMI<o< e DL D%,
Ac. AChc D>*< L ACbAQ DY AR S5-%)%.

o AALMHBPAC M CALa Acc DLo L2

o PN<® CA%Lo D)L DoPLLL
AUFP<®,  PP<o Aco DNDPLIAe Lo,
INSLMBLL® PP>IE Aco DPD®
AP B 5<MCA G DPPN<L 5o
o INBN< o G*C> A*Je DL, Lo
INPLIAQ®CS BN CS PP<lo
DN>LIAQ®CE.

e aNC ACTe® <% *PPLNoM A obNNS
boAcP 5P 0" A7IN6® 50D D GANAD>

40




Joseph Issaluk

do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

No, | have never really been aware about that,
but some hunters used to get up really early to
go down to the floe edge to hunt seals. | don't
remember what might have been the reason.
Some of the hunters might have been good
hunters, but sometimes they had reasons for
not being able to catch anything, and they had
reasons for these. For example, maybe this
hunter had recently lost a loved one, this is
just one of the examples.

D56 ActoC aMo® AT PCAPAC (Xs
PadAa™ A I N<o0)?

oDt AN 56 DR bR Mal, PP<o
Ac ¢ D Godn (Do PoCPoNt (Dao
Pao PoCLnbton® D<c H><ln<ode
aN*P>APLIC . APAG < D*LC ACPL<LNe
LALN < P Ce CASLo NP>,
ParD®oN® Ac. Aal™ AZC> S e
B M. Pl Aco AoAS
CA%'Lo AodAalnbb®<c P PLC, Ac™©
AC ™ WAoo A AC o™
NetLnbPLN<Lac A e DL C.
A7 NB*IAD LT <Re®PL®IP®, AC o™
N®PL®IP% DNBLDLE<e P*)® Ac
LA 5 S D® NS, AcAGSLMUT,
oCSALPE™ CALa. CALal5d*)™Nd<
NcbLo > e DL C.

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

LdartNot oact dP*Mo¢ oo bl odot

AV 55 o

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations
where you have lived?

e If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

| had said earlier about the seals getting
smaller as they're going further north and the
seal meat gets better too. | don’t know why
that is, but they don't taste like seal meat.
Even when we say that we crave for seal meat,
we like seal meat that doesn't taste like seal
meat.

15. PR adDt o N AlsLie
ERLPCAPH T o oo dP<doC
ool P*YLEA?

o P bo® R BHHL?

A DBEDLL CAL b*P*co of¢
o> PP CAc La

I Po®hD>a b, <L <o < Po®h>b 5Nk
L MPecd <O ba ol MPecd©
o, <25 o P>c<o®D><oN o P
boALCP<® o o o PND>oD>bCLC,
aN®*lo*NLC, aN®roo*LC

o P> GP<b N aNPeGGo<® oC
aNAo Mt LL*NAJUL<C.

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional information:

Pda N> PP AALPAT o

16. Do you have other information or knowledge

16. DONDLY6® D 5 BDpLLbbo ™A o NC A oC
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about seals that you wish to share?

| don’t know, but by August the seals start to gather.
When this happens, the number of seals increase
in so many numbers. | think this is when they start
mating, when this happens. This starts around the
end of August.

Hilarie: In August?

Joe: Yes, in August sometime at the end of August.
Hilarie: When do they start having pups?

Joe: Sometimes in May, at the end of May closer to
June anyhow.

Hilarie: Do you have anything to add?

Joe: No I find it difficult to answer when there are no
guestions being asked.

Hilarie: You contributed more information than we
need.
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Joseph Issaluk

Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question number 5)
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Ringed seal traditional knowledge study
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Elie Kimmaliardjuk

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:

AL o NC DBRRNECD o AoAS
A*P ot LeboNt dA®ASCD %
A PLCRE

Lda NN o N s ALAPNC> oS

How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

Every year when it was possible.

Hilarie: Ever since a long time ago?

Eli: Ever since a long time ago. Yes, ever
since | started hunting, it was every year.

L %o® ddaPNP<® o NGAPLPAC AlsoLSNaT?

QGICL N> D>*I%* L5vq *PCELE,
HAcn: CAL*o<5™?

Ac: A CALMo<5b 4o d™a @<L
<QGJCLGo®.

Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
* If YES... Where and for how long?
« Have you lived in other communities?

Over there, quite a ways from Chesterfield
Inlet. When there was cost for the seal skins,
probably about 65 miles from Chesterfield
Inlet. This was probably about 20 years ago.
Hilarie: This place 65 miles is?

Eli: Daly Bay area. Daly Bay area is about 65
miles from Chesterfield Inlet.

Hilarie: Have you lived anywhere else besides
Chesterfield Inlet?

Eli: Notreally. It was probably about 4 years
when | lived in Rankin Inlet for awhile.

2. 0alYA° APdoC o NSAPYLA?
* <MPo.. ol 4L %o® ddoPNr<*?
*  oal¥A\° 4dF<doC oo b™*PLA?

(Do DUPPChcPodo PPE PN
aN*P>BC>c DAL, D b *C oo 65
LAco ALS DM e o™ (Do
aN*r>bCP>bCc PoLI b*lbc ®, AL 20
DP>*Jc*IC,

HAcn: (o 65 LAc aoDd™?

Ac: (Po oo duo D oo Ao A<
(P>la. CALa D*UrMay™D®™ CU LS,

How important are ringed seals to you?
* Do you use them for food?
» For cultural activities?

If there was a cost [market] for the seal skin, it
would be important. The seal meat is good for
the body too. We ate seal meat all the time, it
has always been important to me. The seal
meat is essential for the Inuit people, it is good
for the body.

* For clothing?

The seal skin has always been used to make

3. bo® EANPALS o N°?
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Elie Kimmaliardjuk

clothing. Outer pants, mittens and kamiks. |
have known this from back then up to now, the
skin has always been used to make clothing.

* For medicine?
* For anything else?

I have never known seals being used for
medicinal purposes, | guess because | am too
young, meaning | wasn'’t born early enough.

AMoA'L <GICLS <tAPNPa®Co AoAS
PP <EANPLMC PP<o DL N
AS<LC.

e Lo Do 4INbic-™Lo?

o AP ot 5t C?

doSc<*JAa Dr*Ic, b d*JAa DL P 50
Pc<<d*JAaPy*D CAL* obpLbb Lo I
NPoJ CLdd doSc<vdva *IC

Ao dAa <" *I¢, Pldoc

A SNBSS, oo 5 LA, DP>LBA
I APS<LC oPL*NMCb.

. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and

how do you hunt them?
* In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

These days, we don’t really hunt for seals that
much because there is no cost for the seal
skins anymore. The only time I really hunt for
seals now is in the spring time for seal pups
and the fall time. The seal is only useful for me
at these times.

e By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

During seal pup hunting, you can recognize a
seal pup den and the breathing hole. In the

next couple of months, it will be a really good

time to go seal pup hunting. It is obvious where
the seal pup dens are. It'll probably be sometime
in March. No, it'll be some part of June. At this
time, it will be really good to go seal pup hunting
and you will be able to see the dens good by then.

e By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Yes, when | go seal hunting with another

hunter, you have to wait by the breathing hole,
because the seal pup won't pop up when you

are walking around the breathing hole. The

other hunter has to drive the snowmobile

around and the other hunter wait by the breathing
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Elie Kimmaliardjuk

hole, also it is more enjoyable catching a seal pup
with a harpoon than it is with a rifle.

* By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes, but once in a long while, because the
seal’s hair is shedding by then, and it is no
use to catch seals when you won'’t have
much use for them.

* Inthe late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

Yes, but at this time, the seal tends to sink to
the bottom of the ocean, so you don’t really
want to go seal hunting when it is going to go
to waste.

* Inthe open-water season by boat?

Yes, of course we all crave for seal meat.
When you have been eating the same kind of
animal meat for awhile, you crave for the sea
mammal’s meat, so you have to hunt for the
seal meat in the summer time, but it's after a
long while.

e Using agun, harpoon, and/or net?

Rifle, harpoon and a hook. These are most
often used when out boating. Itis no use for
me to hunt seals with nets, you won't eat it
and you have no dogs to feed, so it is like
that for me around here in Chesterfield Inlet.

* At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

No. | have never really hunted seals using
other techniques other than the ones | just
mentioned.
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. Are there specific places that you go to where you

hunt in a particular way?

* If YES... Please mark these locations on the
map.
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Elie Kimmaliardjuk

No, | do not go back to one place to hunt seals. aN*P>P M e, LA <Pb.
If | keep going back to the same place, there
will be no seals. | don't go seal hunting to the
same place. | don't know about the other
hunters. [Locations marked on attached map.]

Ringed seal pups: ‘NN
6. When do ringed seals have their pups? 6. B UD>EUS NS o NI*CA*I?
As of now, polar bears and/or foxes are starting to CAL Lo aN<*PP*<c<dc™ a0As DHot
hunt seal pups. By the end of this month [March], Nnlo< Co CP* Ca o™Jc™<E
seals will have their pups, this is what | have heard. N <o <A™ *LC (Lo ‘bo DM,
The seal pups have really good skin too. ALY, Co DI CPIT o™Jc™*<HhA,

aNIb*<edoden>®, [*dNdnb oMo,

7. Are there particular locations where pups are most | 7. (>Pa ¥ ¢ o NS aobDLE<?
commonly found? o <MPAC.. o WL IC NI
 If YES... Please mark on the map where these

places are located. . .
A, NG o<y D6 o0, (L]

Yes. When you are seal pup hunting, you know roédo™o® CAY>A aol <* PoboDoG*>x"
that you will find seal pup dens by the first floe N rNBEGIe® <ML A o™l

edge that was formed in the fall time when the o N Co O o ™h> 2P *IBIPND> L™

ice was first forming. Someone might say that Ao™?®, CALaAc® Ac DN PoPL*MDM.

there are more seal pups in that area than that
area, but | still haven’'t heard of anyone saying
that. [Locations marked on attached map.]

« Are pups found in these locations every spring, . <19'JC.I'_C I>A“"°l_:‘jdC (‘o CA a® aobb AWK,
or only in some years? PRS5%0C A9 A M ?

« How do you hunt pups and how do you know ¢ bo® oNI*r>AMAS Lo oo™ BDPLBCPAS
where pups can be found? aca7L*MC aNA?

Maybe some years might not be good for seal DPPBA ™M o N0t AP *PCEHLC

pups to grow up good, this is when they say a NN o *H> oGP > d* I CAL o

that there are hardly any seal pups, but there P> APN<La M N 0"

are some years that are good. o N<b ™ o> A*J< o

8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where | 8 Nnlo<ds a oA aNI*>A o NHCH*<EIo?

there are pups? .
A, (Ldao oNI*PP>GIC Pobdo™o

Yes, the foxes and polar bears do look for seal CAY> Ao, CAL a N> <L e™D¢
pups. They go to areas that formed the first NNlo<b aoA>b La Pobdo™o oo
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floe edge when the water was freezing up.
Right now the foxes and the polar bears are
hunting for the seal pups now [March].

«  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

No, | can’t really tell about a fox getting into
the lair before we do. That is not at all often.
It's no wonder, the foxes know too, if it will
be no use for them, there is no need for them
to get to the seal pups. | can’t say that the
foxes always do get to the lair before | do.

Acnc<c®C LoD,

¢ oK Ao (Mot* oo, NNlo<do®
NPC> > (>PLLI Y™ N> Ac oD *lo <bo?

DoN<®, CALaAdc® NPCH>O>C>PLL Do
Do a M, AbAL DA% GNE
Ac-<I*hAa 5J%a <P YL CCH>®
B>PLIAGUT > NALe<C CLdo™LS,

Do <PHID® Acn o< Mo HJLI*NLC
NPCH>B> D> “Parlc® Do<bP e “MD*,

Where ringed seals are found:

o_cr']c al o.o-%br.h'JQC!

9.

When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
themselves?

| had mentioned Daly Bay area, which is about 65 miles
from Chesterfield Inlet. The seals are probably on the
ice already in that area. A lot of seals do lie in the sun
in that area, because there are not that many people
that go to that area.

9. b M5 oo o LA

CAL (Po 65 LACDoGDYa (Lo
oo Lo brlbC®<c<c<loDPA<NS
(D>oc BPALLIC S (Pla. NPCOLIHMLS
CALa D*UPNPe®, Ac<ce<o®DPND>C

10.

During the open-water season where are ringed
seals commonly found?

As a person living in Chesterfield Inlet, | don’t think we
can really say where the seals are commonly found.
There might be some, but | can't really say.

10. PdbP c*N"5d ol NS ALAaP*N"5J
aobbAe?

Pdbr o *Nod aNbGe 5™ ¢
Dot LI GC Al D>O><C,
ACc PP, AT DobP e M.

What ringed seals eat:

a N ontCNe:

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?

(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

There are a lot of kinguk's [amphipods] in their
stomachs. [Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

11. PATt QPRTD AL o NC?
(24D *PPLNc* o Not
PRTPPLE NPdIPN~-<o<E, NedHCD> <
IPRTDCL NNSe-d*<E b~ 5a NDC
Ao N .)

PrlicS, Prlrot PR CCA afY*
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Elie Kimmaliardjuk

« Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with

season?

| can't tell you anything about what they eat,
because it is hardly that | check their stomachs.

Pvetc o Pb D EbrLY', La
TP A PYAS CEAMMLC N
AT aDMLoI®, A PR e (X

PJro®.

¢« o onBCe N IPRHLINIC P
< do™l Lt od?

on*No® Dobr a PN PR
CdP<P*a. ' 5, PPdoc CALa (.

Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

N YL Do IR e
CASPLoT Lol NPoU:

12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?
e Inthe number of seals?
e In how difficult it is to hunt them?
* Where you find them?
* Intheir size or sex?
* In their overall physical appearance?
e In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,
lungs, ...)?
* Intheir behaviour?
e In what they eat?

Ever since a long time ago, it is often that as an
Inuk, we eat the seal’s liver. | have noticed
that the seal liver has changed. Also, if the
seal is older, its liver tastes really strong
nowadays, this is true for myself. The smaller
seals’ liver, don't taste as strong as much as
the older seals do. | can't really say that there
is too much change.

e |n the number of animals found dead and/or how

they died?

| have never really found any at all. | can’t
even say that | did before. | have traveled to a
lot of places, but never really found any.
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13.

Elie Kimmaliardjuk

Do ringed seals from different locations taste

different?
* If YES... What are these differences?
* Which ones do you prefer?

The taste of the seals around Rankin Inlet and
Chesterfield Inlet are pretty well the same, but
the seals around Repulse Bay and Coral
Harbour doesn't taste like seal meat, so they
taste better. Maybe it is because they are in
deeper waters, they do have deeper waters
than this area or that the seal’s diet is better
over there. There is no match for Repulse Bay
and Coral Harbour seals.

Hilarie: Of course you prefer the Repulse Bay

13. N oact d<dod®s0 oo NAMC
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HAcn: AbAL (><d<d o N™NC

q b AC
and Coral Harbour seals? ZP_CDX >PAP?
Eli: Yes. .
14. Have there been times when you could not catch 14. *Ur<® oS o b PUPLS Acoo,

enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,
or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
come to an ice edge?

| don’t really remember any time the seal was
scarce. | did notice before 1950s, | remember
the seal was scarce, mainly in the winter time.
Hilarie: Did you say 19507?

Eli: Before 1950.

Hilarie: Would 1949 be right?

Eli: 1949 or around 1948.

* If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

It seemed all seals. | guess because | was so
young it seemed all seals.

* If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

Yes, very much so. My parents depended on
the seal for survival. There were no white
people to help them. They did everything
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Elie Kimmaliardjuk

themselves. It would have had a large impact
on their lives. It was very important to catch
seals then.

Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

The animals that we hunt probably know when
a hunter didn’t have all the necessary things
he needs to hunt with, this can result in the
animals of all sorts become scarce.

*  When you could not catch enough ringed
seals do you think it may have been because
of the actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g.,
someone breaking a taboo)?

When a hunter didn’t have all the necessary
things he needs for hunting, or the dogs he
needs to hunt with, then he will have a hard
time in succeeding in his hunt. These are the
reasons why the hunting would have been
hard. There really was no other reasons why.
This is how | understand, know and heard it. If
you don’t have the necessary equipment to
hunt with, like the snowmobile, or the boat, it
could be hard to hunt them too.
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For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

LdartNot oact dP*Mo¢ oo bl odot

AV 5 o

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals

near Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations
where you have lived?
e If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

| have already answered this earlier. The
differences | find is the taste of the seal meat.
This is what | know.
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16. Do you have other information or knowledge

about seals that you wish to share?

None. No, | do have something to say. The

other sea mammals, like the beluga whale,

square flipper or the walrus, because, there

are more and more walrus in the Chesterfield

Inlet bay. These are probably the reasons why

the number of seals are decreasing in this area. Also,
because there are more communities being formed
around Chesterfield Inlet, there are less and less of
beluga whales getting into our area. This is

what | can add to the information | have given

you. | am saying this truthfully. There are so
many people now with boats in Rankin Inlet,
Whale Cove and Arviat, this is the reason why

the beluga whales hardly come into this area
anymore. | don’'t have anything else to say.
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Ringed seal traditional knowledge study
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Louis Autut

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:

AL o NC DBRRNECD o AoAS
A*P ot LeboNt dA®ASCD %
5P b5

Lo PN oNS <o ALAPNC> ™S

How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

| have been hunting seals from 1948 to 1950.
This was before | started working. This was
when | was growing up.

L bo® ddoPNP<® o NGAPLPAS Al oS82
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Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
* If YES... Where and for how long?

Yes. This was between 1948 and 1950. |
hunted seal by Cape Fullerton.

 Haveyou lived in other communities?

No, | grew up in Chesterfield Inlet. We lived
outside, not far from here, but we would
always get back here. | grew up here in
Chesterfield Inlet. | had lived in Rankin Inlet
for about a year. | grew up here and around
Chesterfield Inlet.
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How important are ringed seals to you?
e Do you use them for food?

* For cultural activities?

* For clothing?

e For medicine?

* For anything else?

I will talk about a little bit about what | know
regarding ringed seals. My wife can make
clothing out of seal skin. Some will have the
seal skin fur on them, some have without the
fur. If there is fur on the skin, she uses it for
the top part of kamiks, or kamiks’ leggings, or
the could sell the whole skin with the fur, if
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anyone wants to buy it. Back then the seal
skin was sold more often. This is how it used
to be then. There was a market for the seal
skin back then, so the whole skin was sold to
them. Also, we use the seal skin ourselves,
either with the fur or without the fur. The seal
skin without the fur can be left outside, so

that it can get whiter. My wife makes white
kamiks, so she uses that for those. She also
makes kamiks out of black ones. There are a
lot of use for the seal skin. My wife can make
what ever she can out of the seal skin. For me
and my wife, there were a lot of use for the
seal. We also kept the seal fat. We would put
the seal fat in the jar, put it away in a warm
place for a few days. When the color of the fat
looks good to us, we would put it away in the
freezer. We'll eat caribou, either frozen or
cooked and dip it into the jar of seal fat. My
wife and | always have been eating the seal
liver ever since | can remember, but only when
the seal liver is fresh. We don't eat the liver
when it is not fresh. We also eat the meat, not
everyday, but we do crave for the meat when
we haven't eaten it for awhile. This is what |
can say about what | know.
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. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and

how do you hunt them?

* In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

In the spring time, when the weather gets nice,
as well as winter time, | could go out seal
hunting. In the spring, we do not, meaning my
wife and myself, hunt for the seal too much,
because the fur of their skin is shedding at that
time, so we try not to kill too much seals in the
spring. But the seal pups are really nice, so
we often look for them all through spring.

» By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

We do know there are seal pup dens over
there. The seal pups’ dens are not just
anywhere. The dens are usually in the same
area where they had pups before. Seals do
not have dens just anywhere they could find a
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place, even if there is ice all around or near them.

e By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes, | do hunt seals by snowmobile. Once the
seals start going up on the ice, | have hunted
for seal pups ever since | can remember.

* Inthe late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

Yes, | do hunt seals. | have a full-time job, so |
can'’t just go anytime. Spring time | do hunt for
seals when the children are not in school
anymore.

« Inthe open-water season by boat?

When the ice has gone, we the people of
Chesterfield Inlet, because the seal pups,
although they're almost becoming an adult
seal, their skins are still the same and really
nice, so we always hunt for them at this time.

e Using agun, harpoon, and/or net?

We barely hunt seals using nets. We mainly
use rifles. The seal meat is really good when
it is fresh, we prefer fresh seal meat. | only
hunt for seals using a rifle.

e At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

In the fall time, we used to hunt for seals back
then. In October, it seems this is not a good
time to hunt seals, but by this time, all the skin
of the seals are really good. We could sell the
skins too if we wanted to.
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. Are there specific places that you go to where you

hunt in a particular way?

* If YES... Please mark these locations on the
map.
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It is not just one place, because if you go to
one place and catch a seal, and if you go back
to that same place there is no seal, therefore
you have to go to a different place. [Locations
marked on attached map.]
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Ringed seal pups:

a‘NAAS

6. When do ringed seals have their pups?

The seals will probably start to have seal pups by the

end of March. | do not really know the exact time when

the pups are born, but by the beginning of April, the
foxes do tell us because they hunt for seal pups.

Usually there are fox tracks hunting for seal pups by the

beginning of April. This is how | know about the seal
pups.
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7. Are there particular locations where pups are most

commonly found?

 If YES... Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

« Arepups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

e« How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

Yes, if you had caught a seal pup in that place,
you could catch another one then next year.
Hilarie: Are there seal pups in that same place
every year, or are there none the next year?
Louis: If a seal pup was caught, sometimes
there isn’t any in the one where there usually
is one. [Locations marked on attached map.]
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8. Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
there are pups?
When you open a pup lair and there is a pup,
is it common or rare that foxes have found
the lair before you have?

| do know that foxes do hunt seal pups,
because they have fox tracks where the seal
pups’ dens are. | don’'t see much of polar
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bear tracks, so | do not really know that they
do this. They probably do this in other
communities where the numbers of polar
bears are more.
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Where ringed seals are found:
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9.

When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun
themselves?

By the end of May, or as soon as when the weather is
not so cold anymore, the seals open up their breathing
hole and go up on the ice.
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10.

During the open-water season where are ringed
seals commonly found?

Here in Chesterfield Inlet, usually close to the shore
and up the inlet.
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What ringed seals eat:

o N o bCNe:

11.

What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

| have seen, but do not really know what are in
their stomachs. Usually there are two kinds.
The fish with big eyes, and maybe if there
aren't any of these to eat, they’ll eat kinguks
[amphipods] too. These are the only two I've
known about seals having in their stomachs.
[Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

« Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?
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I do not know this, but I think | do know when
they don't eat much. In the spring time, they
do not eat as much because they're spending
so much of their time basking in the sun. If you
shot and killed one they will not float. In the
winter time right up to March you kill a seal,

it will float, because they always have
something in their stomachs at this time.
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Changes or differences in ringed seals over time:
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12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?
e Inthe number of seals?
e In how difficult it is to hunt them?
* Where you find them?
* Intheir size or sex?
* In their overall physical appearance?
e In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,
lungs, ...)?
* Intheir behaviour?
e In what they eat?

Myself, today, | do not hunt as much anymore.
They do not seem to have any changes when
you see them on the ice. When you see the
seal these days, there doesn’t seem to be any
change in them anyway. They might be fewer
in numbers now than before, but not very
much change so far. | do not really know if
they are fewer now, because they seem to be
the same numbers.

* Inthe number of animals found dead and/or how

they died?

| did find one that was dead. It was by the
shore. | don’t know what killed it. It didn't seem
that it was killed by a hunter, or a polar bear,
there was no wound on it. It was fat too. | don't
know what killed that seal. We did find some
seals that were killed by polar bears.
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13.

Do ringed seals from different locations taste
different?
* If YES... What are these differences?
 Which ones do you prefer?

\ do not know this. \ don't know if seals in
other communities are different from ours.
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14.

Have there been times when you could not catch
enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,
or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
come to an ice edge?

Yes, back then when my father used 1o hunt, \
would join with him. At that time there was
hardly any seals. There should have been
seals, bhut they move 1o floating ice, or they're
up further in another area of the floe edge.
This happens once in awhile.

 If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

Yes, itwas all of them. There was some seals
then, but you just couldn't find or get to them.
This happens once in awhile, so the seals were
going to come back \ater.

» If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

\ do not know what happened. My father was
the hunter, | wasn't really aware of this, and he
never told me anything about this.

* Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?
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« When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

There was no reason. The seals just move to different
areas.
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For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:
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15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations
where you have lived?

e If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

Already answered this earlier.
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Hunter’s wish to contribute additional information:
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16. Do you have other information or knowledge about
seals that you wish to share?

This is what | noticed you didn’t ask about. There are
many different kinds of seals around Chesterfield Inlet.
For example there are ringed seals, ranger seals
[harbour seals], there’s even a place called Ranger
Seal Bay, and there’s qairulik’s [harp seals] and there
are najangaq’s [dwarf adult seals]. This is just what |
wanted to add.
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Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question numbers 5 and 7) @
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Anthyme Kadjuk

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:
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1.

How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

\Us been along time now. Ever since we
started living in Chesterfield \nlet, | have been
hunting seals, every summert, fall, winter and
sprng.
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2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations? 2. 0alYA° AP o NSAPYLA?
Yes, wherever | go. \f | travel by boat, or visit a A o MDGHL, DA off Pooc
community, | go seal hunting. AcP><5L oot oNGABC>A oac
I'<o-.
e If YES... Where and for how long? s PfPo... ol <L bo* ddoPNFI*?
* Have you lived in other communities? *  oafl¥A\° dVdoC oa b*PLA?
Yes. \lived in Arviat for awhile and lived in A, <COdobCc DL Mo, ¢ ddods®
Rankin \nlet for guite awhile. | would go Mo < P*LULL. C(Ldao
hunting for seals then. AcDBC*LAac D™D o NGANHNC,
3. How important are ringed seals to you? 3. o™ APNPALS o N°?

« Do you use them for food?
e For cultural activities?

e For clothing?

e For medicine?

* For anything else?

Yes. Al of the abhove are useful 1o me. We eatthe
meat, we use the seal skin for clothing and the whole
family in my household eat seal meal. We all crave for
seal meal. The seal meats nuirients are very good for
our body. The seal meat is good for our body. \tis our
food at anytime, whether it is winter, summer, fall or
spring time.
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Anthyme Kadjuk

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and

how do you hunt them?

Yes, | do seal hunting anytime of the season.

* In the spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

» By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes. We have a camp nearby, we stay at the
camp every spring. There, we see lots of seals
on the ice. This is when we hunt for seals.

» By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Both are possible. We could wait by the
breathing hole or go by snowmobile.

* By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes. We hunt seal pups when they are on the
ice. In the spring time, when the ice is

starting to go, the seal pups will spend a lot

of their time on the ice, and/or when there’s

a little bit of ice left by the shore, this is when,
sometimes is easier to hunt the seal pups, and
sometimes there are more seals on that bit of
ice then.

* Inthe late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?
e Inthe open-water season by boat?

Yes. When the ice goes away. We hunt for
seals whenever we can. As soon as we see
seals we go after it, but in the summer time,
like the month of July, there aren’t many seals
around. Some seals stay on the floating ice
and go far, some stay, but not very many are
left behind.

e Using agun, harpoon, and/or net?

We use rifles. But in the spring time, when you are

4. 4G acdd’ aNGAAYAS <L bo®
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waiting by a breathing hole, you use the harpoon. We
have never used nets. It only happens when you have
nets out for fishing and a seal is caught on those fish
nets.

e At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

We use rifles most often when we hunt seals,
especially in the winter time and in the summer
time.

L>c® o0 Do <D™va ™S <L 040"
D P, Plde Ao Aol 6M<C
PLrd Ao PP<o LNDo aNA™INUS

o BWAE PP>< Asdo D oot X<
2 NGAINB® 5N

P>NaosToA, PPNes>T*
aNGANoOILC*IU, PP>I™ Ac <L
PYLntd,

5. Are there specific places that you go to where you 5. PNPCPAbABCPAC bol < o NFD>ANLLC™ 02
hunt in a particular way? o <MPAC.. oo™ IC NIPE.
* If YES... Please mark these locations on the . .

map. b, oP® a DA, Po*"I*c o DA™
LonPIGMC o DA*® DI Lo

No. We hunt and look for seals anywhere. As aNB*<t CAL <o aNb™ o™ Do <dc™>,
long as the wind isn’t blowing so hard, we look o cd*0IAac Pod Il C<P>* oo
for seals wherever we think there is. If the Qo ¢ blLo << Aot
area | am at doesn’t have seals, we will go
somewhere else where we think there might
be seals. | look for seals anywhere. | go look
for seals up the inlet or just go across.
[Locations marked on attached maps.]

Ringed seal pups: a ‘NN

6. When do ringed seals have their pups? 6. B> N aNACAYI?
In March, the seal pups were born. They'll be seal LT CAL oaN<IecP*LC, AP*Jc™<
pups by April. The skins of the pups won’t be the color N *J*<cdo<I*LC, Ldd o€
yellow anymore. When the seal pups are new at birth ‘d*P*o*<C CAL o N<éo ™I o <*LC.
their hair is yellow, by April their hair won’t be that color N L C CLdd <M doP
anymore. dA*Id 50N DA oN® IRt HNe

AFGLC.
7. Are there particular locations where pups are most 7. AdPPal ¢ aNKE acyPLE<?

commonly found?
« If YES... Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

No. The seal pups are usually in a rough part
of the ice. Of course the seal pups are in the

o PAC.. oI NP

b acdAc® (Ll aNdbo*
Lo I AMLC. AbAL <N
A5 A™ILC aNAWGU™. Lo 0
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snow. The seals don't have their pups where it
is not rough or there is no snow. [Locations
marked on attached maps.]

e Are pups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

Yes. The seal pups are usually found in the
same area where they were born the year
before. The seal pups are usually born
anywhere where the ground has snow and is
rough. If there was a pup in this area the

year before, sometimes it isn’t there the
following year, sometimes there is another pup
in the same place. Like any other living
animal, the seal moves around too, they don’t
stay in one place.

«  How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

(Answered in question 4.)

Prdo, Loblm >N AZPLC.

o QGJCLS PATMC (CRoCA™® aobb AL
P<e s e 46 A o?

A, (Lo bol, (e aNdbdobo>I®
Lo@>*Mo? PP<oD>AJM.C, aocdAalA*J*LC,
(L ACboH<*ILo< s AC? o™ s0,
ACb oAU 505 <IP<IvJ*C® 5N

o DAa®, DLIC>® CAL*a o DA™
Aodnb™ T o¢ A*LC, CALa Cdd

LDA* ®D¢ AP AADS.

. qb_p“’ o_ﬂ<1ib[’[>r]°"dé\c <Lo bo™ WPrLBCPAC
aoca LW C o NK?

(PDB>I® AA®AN 40)

Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
there are pups?

Yes, they do that. The foxes dig into the dens,
or they leave their droppings by the dens

or the seal’s breathing hole, this tells you

that the foxes were there. The polar bear
looks for dens by smelling into the snow,

and they break the dens by jumping on the
snow with their front paws. This is what I've
seen.

« When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

The Inuit do not use dogs anymore. Nowadays, the
foxes’ droppings tell you that there is or was a seal
pup and/or a den in under the snow.

. NLo<ds aoAs N A o NAPCH®<EIo<?

A, CAL*o A/LAS.  CLdde Nnbo<dcAC
<t LC PHoot (o aNKPC? D oot
4o F AP (D PN B oS,
(‘o @50 AJCLND*LS, <L aoAS (Do
Lot PorMLC DN B o ALY
CAle PP<o AT*N®ods AMob AAJMLC
LI CALaADc o>pPL.

¢ oK Ao (Mot® oo, NNlodo®
NPC> D> (>PLLI Y™ N> Ac oD lo <bo?

NALo<C PrbP*o*NoOM AbAS, NAbo<C
A o 5o AJCLADC CAL Clo
LHCL oN<K*PN (ta. CAL CLoLS
da®Cb*>* PPdo LoP>*MI (Lo CAL
AC™LE,
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Where ringed seals are found:

N all ac¥b v

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and 9. b <L ao ol brLcA™J?
sun themselves?
The seals are up on the ice by their breathing Lol Mots, Ao LolPet Aco LA, <L
hole, or they could be by the crack of the ice. (Lo Kbooo® LI AL
These are the only areas where they could (Lo N> Prdo Ao ™ *LC  (LodAa®
be on the ice, so that they could get back into L LC PPl CAL <5 bo(Co Dot
the water when danger comes. They don't go Cra. NG < L5BAMYHNE o Cloa®
on the ice where there is no breathing hole or oL A<
cracks. HAcn: Lo BPLbC®<?
Hilarie: Are they starting to go on the ice now AN AMo<®I CAL A<
Marchy? PPl o<t vo<IIC.
Anthyme: Yes, but they'll really start in April.
10. During the open-water season where are ringed 10. Pdb?"o*N"5d ol aN° ALAaPc*N"5J

seals commonly found?

Sometimes where there are fish. Some seals have
ublig |a gathering placel, ike in the area where the
island is, just past Imilik, some seals have ubligs in
that area. That area can have \ots of seals at times,
or the area by Nunariag. Sometimes 100, the area
between Chesterfield Inlet and our camp in the spring
me, Aulativik, have \ots of seals 100. \n the summer
fime, when the fish are starting 1o go up rivers, the
seals are most likely 1o be around those areas.

oD ANL?

(Loc Actc L AbocS, Abscs o
D<ol LC o NS A, A5 <o

PPPC o5 D <o, AlcC D*UNN< o,
(e Al (L Don®c DLl
aNbbsLE (*<*a aNbAG T D 5o¢

oand< boC (Lo, <L Ca DI <BcNAP<S
AV SIS ddo*l oMb <

CALa CLdd <BbYde <D®CNE A PG> *DC
(LdaoP<bCr® A%BboAS LI*<<6HUC.

What ringed seals eat:

N ontCYNe:

11.

What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

They have fish or cod fish in thelr stomachs.
They eat mostly these. Char and cod fish.
This is what they mainly have in their
stomachs. [Prey animals indicated on
altached pages.|

« Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?

11. PATt QPRTD AL o NC?
(4> UdP*PPLN o Nt
APRTHCPLNe? NP4 N 4P <. NP dIBCD>
LPRTPCL NNSF-<4®<E b 5a NI Ao NI .)

Abo e, D 50C PUe® As<d®IC o

CLddo ABoIAAC (LA CnDHDCPc AS,
(Ldo™l ono<®IC,

o onBC™ e ¢ PPN P
P <do™b Lcbod?
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Yes. The reason is that in the spring time,
because they spend so much of their time on
the ice, they stop eating. Because they don't
eat, when you kill a seal, it won't float on the
water, but once they start eating, they start to
float on water, and that's in the fall time when
they don’t spend their time basking in the sun
anymore. It is probably in August that some
seals start to float in the water. When their
stomachs are empty, they stop gaining fat, of
course they start losing their fat because they
spend so much of their time on the ice.

A, ATINBR NP DAL bl <G
onAAIHCLC, PANCGAC® SN

onbC* Moo d L, onbCcG* U™ P<do
>PCc P*a *PC™LC DPRIS bl Ve G U™,
ALb (Lo UM 50 Ac*l >*CecbC™LC.
PR Ao <G LC
AN b LC AbA NoN<<dbC™
bl <o d_IC,

Changes or differences in ringed seals over oG WYL Do P> o e
time: CA<ALoT® Lol NPoU:

12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals 12. Db bPAC PR C o NS AVSALNT

that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

* In the number of seals?

e In how difficult it is to hunt them?

*  Where you find them?

* In their size or sex?

* Intheir overall physical appearance?

e In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,
lungs, ...)?

* In their behaviour?

 In what they eat?

No. | don't think so. | think the only reasons are
because of the seasons changing. In the summer
time, there’ll be less seals, and by fall time in
August, more seals come back, and in October

the number of seals become more than the

month of August. They move to different areas,
because they move to places where they will find
something to eat. ltis like this, the seals tend to go
to where the fish go to. For example; the area near
Saqgpik will have a lot of seals in the fall time.
Sometimes there will be no seals, sometimes there
will be more. It is because of the current. As the
current gets stronger and gets lower, it is the

same with the seals. In the fall time, when the

ice starts to form, there’ll be more seals, because
they are looking for ice to go on to, they want to go
on the ice too. Some other places is the same too.
The seals look for areas where they can find food.
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What | am not aware of about changes in the seal
are their meat, heart, and what is in their stomachs,
and any other changes in them. There are no
changes in them. Maybe there are changes in
those seals that spend so much time on the

ice. Once they start eating again in the fall

time, there is a change in the meat. Itisn't as
tender anymore, there really is no change, it is
only because of their eating habits. It might be
the change in what they eat too. They might
have been eating something else in an area
somewhere else, and when they get to

another area, their diets change by eating

other than what they had been eating. | think
this is what happens.

e |n the number of animals found dead and/or
how they died?

Yes, but only in the spring time while they are
basking in the sun when they had been killed
by a polar bear, or the tiny seal pups might
have been caught by foxes. | had seen some
polar bears hunting and trying to catch seals.
| don’t think there’s really any other reasons
why they die. | have never seen anything like
that.

ABC*>C P> N o5 A G
Leo<bod 1. DR oP*os,
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A, PPdoc DA™, bPLodrG*UC a 0™ o
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13.

Do ringed seals from different locations taste
different?
« |f YES... What are these differences?

Yes, there really is a difference when eating
the meat. The reason is their diets. Also, it is
because of the depth of the ocean and the
temperature of the water. For example, that
area’s water is not as deep as the waters
around here, therefore the meat of the seals
over there are better and tender than our
seals over here. That's how it is.

* Which ones do you prefer?
The seals that are in the deeper area. Their

meat are tender and better. Their fat is better
and tender too.
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AD> o *hD>bC®IC,

14. Have there been times when you could not catch

enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,
or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
come to an ice edge?

\ don't really remember this, but in the winter
when my father did some seal hunting at the
floe edge. | know my father, he didn't seal
hunt by the breathing hole. He only seal
hunted by the floe edge. | have never known
my father 1o hunt seals by the seal's
breathing hole even when other hunters were
hunting by the floe edge, my father only
hunted seals by the floe edge. Thisis
prohabhly why the seal seemed scarce then.
He used 10 say that it was easier 10 hunt seals
by the floe edge than it was by the breathing
hole, because you tend 1o see more seals
popPINg up in the water by the floe edge. He
used 1o say that, once the tide starts coming
in, that is when the seals will get closer to the
floe edge. The tide brings the seal closer 10
the floe edge.

 If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

Like for now, because it's been awhile since \
had some seal meaf, so 've been craving for
some seal meat, fat and liver now. \r's ike 'm
\onging for tnow. This is how anyone who
eals seal meat gets after awhile, they \ong to
have seal meat. This is how | am right now.
Hilarie: | guess they felt the same way back
then?
Anthyme: Yes, even our ancestors felt this
way 100. \twas more important to our
ancestors because they depended on the
seal. They needed the seal for food for
hemselves, for the fat 1o heat up the quiiq
{lampy, to feed their dogs, this is why the seal
Was very important to them.

» If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

14. U< oS <o b PUPLS Acoo,
PIUNS Doot PN o Phb o™
KRc® NP2 BN Ao, aNPCbNPR o™ 50
D50 NS oo™ o ™ oM,
> 56 Pacd o™ oNt?

A CAL e <DL Moo, PP<o
DP>5<AIbA Parb®so (LI Ac. <ICCLcc
Y>ALLD LPAAI DL Pao PP<o,
PaorDioo PPdo A¥ac DL
L>cPvac D LS, Lbc®I® dCCo

P DL ol <P LD GRS,
PaorPIAa 5<*Id50d 1o CALa AL P*D®.
Pacd® < *No®D> L C, LD>c® oo d®
Ao o> G P, (Paod® Pao
B SATQNLC, Pod Aol c®<s,
A< CAL b ¥obo<tLC, CAL

P bPbo<LC AL KC,

o BPAC.aNDCE T AToe DR Do
aNDA A P> AcAa SO o N?

N LabA A5 aN®D™ecql, A CAL
AfLA®>*L o NP5, DYA* NV A
AALP<5d, PAIN<5J CALaAa®PbCL,
CALaA>™ La D<ol

HAcn: CALaAac>®IR>?

AN: A, CALaAacP®®  CAddsoC
P>c>¢ CALa AcP>®)¢ CAL B
LAANboboc PLC, Do,
AL INNo A7 o PPo <G,
PridPo-< <, Lo CAL*aADN-J
CALa ALnc D%,

oo KW PNCPLNLMS, bo® Ao ot
PP PP (A MMAC AN ool
<t DINYe?

4

71




Anthyme Kadjuk

When | remember that time, there were seals
all the time, but due to the hunting equipment
that they had, some hunters might have not
had enough dogs to hunt with it seemed
scarce to them. It was better for those hunters
that had good equipment, like the dogs, rifles
and other necessities they needed to hunt
with. This is the reason why the seals seemed
scarce then.

* Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

| don’t know this. All | know is that the seals
had always been around, but due to the
movement of the current or food, that the seal
moves around too.

 When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

No. The seals... no, let me say it this way.
When all the animals are being left alone, like
people not hunting them so much anymore,
they will become fewer in numbers. Also,
when we, the hunters, do not look hard enough
for the animals, we say there isn’'t anymore,
but it is just that we aren’t looking hard
enough. | think this is how it is to me.

ALS CA% Lo B Mol ACbA® ®ILH<
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ACH*MIcDAa®oC > Po MDA *IU.
CAL*a AYnYSc D La.

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

oMo’ oact Ao oab®rlodo

AV 5L -

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals

near Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations
where you have lived?
* If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

| had already answered this. There's a
difference in their meat.

15. PYRAdDt o N AlseLiNS
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Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

Lo NP> PBPPARLA M AALPT o

16. Do you have other information or knowledge about

seals that you wish to share?

Yes. When hunters stop hunting the seals, they
are going to get fewer, so the hunters have to
keep hunting them, because the seal meat

is an essential part of our diet. We are always
looking for seals, and know that there are more
over here and less out here and so on. | don’t
mind if hunters keep hunting the seals. We have
a lot of use for the skins too. There’s always
someone who can learn about how to work on the
seal skin because there are a lot of uses for the seal
skin: clothing or ropes. There are lot of ways to use
the seal skin. We can age the seal fat and use it for
a dip. There are many ways we use the seal. I,
myself, don’t want any seal hunting stopped and
want any hunter to hunt them anytime.

Hilarie: Anything else that you would like to add?
Anthyme: Yes. | am not happy with the
Greenpeace people. Why do they want seal
hunting stopped up here in the north. Why do
they want the seal hunting stopped? | am not
happy with them because they don’t know us

Inuit people. If they would like to find out more
about us Inuit people, why not they come up

and ask us questions too, just like other
organizations ask us questions. Itis like we

are paying them but they are against us Inuit.

It seems to me that they are this way. | am not
happy with them too for this reason, just like

they are not happy with me because | hunt the
seals. | also would like to add; | would like hunters
in Nunavut to hunt the seals all the time. | don't
want anyone to feel that we shouldn’t hunt seals.
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Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question numbers 5 and 7)
(Y N> 0o *Y<L® D*C PPN"Hd 5 <L 7 AA™ANe*)

Hunter: AADime KADITVK.
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Anthyme Kadjuk

Hunter: ﬁﬂm YméE

Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question numbers 5 and 7)
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Adam Alogut

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:

AL o NC DBRRNECD o AoAS
A*P ot LeboNt dA®ASCD %
4Ct 459°

Lda NN o N s ALAPNC> oS

How many years have you been hunting ringed
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?

| have started hunting ever since | was a child.
It's for food and clothing.

Hilarie: When did you get to Chesterfield
Inlet?

Adam: Since 1981.

L %o® ddaPNP<® o NGAPLPAC AlsoLSNaT?

CALo oCPoto® aNGAbCA®IM,
PPl dobnbbb oo s ABCGSd.
HAcCn: o™ A'sScl¥< —®A?

4C 1981%JNoJ CLB L >*DL.

Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations?
« If YES... Where and for how long?
* Haveyou lived in other communities?

Yes. | have hunted seals in Coral Harbour
when | was a child.

Hilarie: This was before 19817

Adam: Yes.

2. oal%A° AP o “NSAPYLAC?
* PfPo.. o L bo® ddoPNl<*?
e oal?A\° 4P o0ab*PLA?

A, “co oCPNS™
a NG C>BCc >,
HAcn: 1981 J*o?

NN

How important are ringed seals to you?

They are not that important. Attimes itis
important for food, and they are good to eat.

e Do you use them for food?
* For cultural activities?

* For clothing?

e For medicine?

* For anything else?

For food and for clothing. Seal meat is good
food.

3. bo® <CAPNPANS o N?

abt <A, Aco
<LAPNN PN, o PN
LL* 5Nt 5%C™LC,

PPy P oio-™ 5C?
A*PIDAC ATRNP5J?

4% 5\ oM o°?
oI DNbie-*Lo?

PP o 552

(LA oPP<oPs <doGnbols AbCGPS,
o PN<P><5N'S LLSLC.

What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and
how do you hunt them?

Whenever you can hunt seal.

4. €9 acdd’ aNSAAYUAS Lo bo®
a“NSAAYA?

B <® aN® AY>I LS, Bl <8




Adam Alogut

e Inthe spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

» By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes. | do hunt for seal pups every spring time.

e By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Yes. By walking or by snowmobile.

« By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes.

« Inthe late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

Yes.
« Inthe open-water season by boat?
Yes.
e Using agun, harpoon, and/or net?

When waiting by a breathing hole, | use a
harpoon and a rifle when the seal is far.

e At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

Harpoon and rifle only.

o NGAAJLM,

o DA™ AobN o< o N> BNB™ SN2

o A CHLNTSNS A< AN BN 5%
aNAATSAAYAS ooy =ob?

AN<®, o NG A AL DATLCLE.

o DCHPPESN 5 0 PR L5 C PPIC?

A, aNGAAIL AP S PPI® 5% 50

o DATMANG PP o N bPLBCPNoN?

A.

o DAMLAM BYJch*Nodse ALT<
> BN HU?

o ALT<C DIAd?
A.
o PINTINLS0C, Do 50, Dot LNCN.o?
Do <L Db M P> <DBC*I™L.
o B PP Ao Dot P<rL®
o NGAIN® 5N?

P> <DBC™D™M.

. Are there specific places that you go to where you

hunt in a particular way?

» If YES... Please mark these locations on the
map.

No. | go to where there are seals. | go up to
where the islands are in the spring time
because there are always seal pups around
there. In the winter time | go down to the floe
edge to hunt for seals. [Locations marked on

. PO*PCPALAQDBCPAC bol <* o N*PD>AMLC™ 0?

o MPAC.. oo ™I NI

alP® o DA™ oaNb™ o™ 1*WP>a A bC®I™.
M Doa AlHcl®IE <t PPRCAC
oM o N<KAHGEIA5Y DALMY o d
DfodG CL%a, <L DP>JNoJ C> oL
Paof ALDo ¢ o NG A< Pa AL,
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Adam Alogut

attached map.]

Ringed seal pups:

‘NN

6. When do ringed seals have their pups?

6.

B> G N aNBC AR

In the spring time when the snow starts melting, they
have their dens in between the snow and the ice. Once
the snow starts to melt, you can tell where the dens are.
In the winter time, you can't really tell where they are
because they are covered with snow.

DAL (LI PIE DG ULC AYHbbC™LC
Pd<s PN ddolo, CLdd 6 AbGrLC
@50 P ¥ BCLC oN<KAc AV 5T,
D>P>*JNod e o >N<ILAMLC

DD PLCLC.

. Are there particular locations where pups are most

commonly found?

* If YES... Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

You find them where there’s more snow on the
ice. They're not usually by the floe edge.
[Locations marked on attached map.]

* Arepups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

* How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

They're not in the same place. They find a den
where they think is safe and where there are
plenty of seals.

L A Pard T o NE aobDLe<?

o PAC.. oI NIPE.

Lo LoD PcUo, LoGbo™ Ja 5><MDS,
Loc o™ Lo <>Nb™ o™ AobCd™LC

LocPo¢ ddo*lo (Lo, Pdb™o™ (™ C,
Ac. Pooo<GIe,

o QGJCLS PATMC (CRoCA"a® aobb AL
P<e s e 4% A o?

o bo® aNK*D>AYWAS Lo bo® LDPLBCPAS

acab L MC o NA?

aD? o CAa?a *MIP5AS Ldd.
AT anbAc™ o, aNb™c™ Ao,

Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where
there are pups?

Yes, they do, because they eat the seal pups
too. Both the polar bears and foxes do hunt

seals where the ice is solid. There has been
times when | found seal pups that have been
killed by foxes.

«  When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

(Already answered)

. NALo<ds aoAs aNKED A o NAPCH®<EIo<?

A, (L oPrfc.  PNbe™ <o
D oD NG € o oA >
Nnlo<ds. Aco aorPcPbAa ¥
Nl AWDod” aN<ddo<lc do M,

¢ o Ao oo, Nnlodo®
NPC>b>C>PLL D> Ac o Do <bo?

(P> Go 6> ¥*)
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Adam Alogut

Where ringed seals are found:

o_cr']c al o_o-9>;°"J<cZ

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun

themselves?

The seal pups start going on the ice in the months of
May and June.

Hilarie: Both the seals and their pups?

Adam: As soon as the sun start shining bright and
starts getting warmer the seals start going on the ice.

9. b <o ao aN® bl D

[, ¥ (Lo b*ocr, aN<Kdo’, PI* b o
HAcn: aNddo® aN?

ACt: (P> e P, PP oy bCI<GMS,
AP™a %o DCLE o NS BPAC.

10. During the open-water season where are ringed

seals commonly found?

Anywhere. They could be by the shore, sometimes
they could be on \and.

10. Pdb?"o*N"5d ol aN° ALAaPc*N"2J
aobD>AYL?

oDAa.  o0ab< Pc™o, oal 50°¢

BrLcPbAa, alDAa>A o

What ringed seals eat:

a N ontCNe:

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?

(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

Cod fish, and kanajug's {sculpinsy, | can't recognize
some of the things they have in their stomachs, bhut
\U's mostly cod fish and kanajugs. |Prey animals
indicated on attached pages.)

» Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with

season?

No, | don't think so. | don't think their eating
hahits change.

11. PATt QPP CbANLE o NC?
(2D *PPLNo* o Not
PRTPPLE NPdIPN~-<o<E, Ned=CD> <
IPLRTDCL NNSFe<d®<E b~ 5a NI Ao NI.)

CLdo™L PL®, ba<®, Ac™>
AcC*a 5><AILC b>rCHLYbe
DUAS  bavAL.

¢« o onBCe N IPRELANIC P
<™l Lt od?

aDWd®. PR YD P NC,

Changes or differences in ringed seals over time:

a1t WLYHLEE Dot PRDTo e
CASLoT La It NPoY;
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Adam Alogut

12. Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

Yes. | think that the changes is that before the
seals were usually close to the shore and
when they pop their heads from the water,
they used to take their time to look around.
These days, they seem to pop up their heads
and start getting away right away.

e Inthe number of seals?

| think the numbers haven’t changed at all.

e In how difficult it is to hunt them?

No. | have never found hunting seal difficult.

Where you find them?

* Intheir size or sex?

* Intheir overall physical appearance?

e In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,
lungs, ...)?

* In their behaviour?

* Inwhat they eat?

No. Nothing seems to be changed.

¢ Inthe number of animals found dead and/or how

they died?

It was quite awhile ago. | do remember finding
some.

Hilarie: When exactly do you think?

Adam: Maybe around 1975. | don’t really
remember when exactly. | think they were
caught by foxes, because the seals’ eyes were
removed. |don't really know what happened
to them.

12. DAk bRAC PRl MC NS AY SN

> 56¢ boCo?

A, Ldc <PJGMob.  of°

oo W bCc PPYLLLHM.C, boa ® N®
>AG e DCHLC, <o DAL
bora *Ma® 5N PoPsyAa A JLo<™LC,
Ade >ALMC PLANPBC®IL 5LC,
B>PLEIL A 5N 50

e o B> ?

oDt AASE e ™IS, AdP*IL*DC,
o QTG a NP> GA SN?
A *I e DL DI o

¢ aoPb(ot aN™o<?

¢ P57 PRSYeC Lo b e
<YNB o-re?

N R o

o ASMoVsoC (Ao N, >MC)?

o Aot 507

¢ oAb e (APRTHC)?

oDt PP,

o o XYUE aobPo M Lo bo®
)% SLMC?

b Ubc_>bCc P> “d<
DU C oL, Lo DM

> D> OPLIve*I,

HAcn: b lbcPo™<S, bulDd®<P<®?
4C: 7565 (Lo, <o ™

B> DAL, o Aco NAbo<looP<®
AYD>BC o dPhDUT Ara ™ B*PLbC® 5NE
on > ode PLL. Ao dl*UC

WAL DPPLMCS CA%.

13. Do ringed seals from different locations taste
different?

« |f YES... What are these differences?
* Which ones do you prefer?

Yes. There are differences. Some of the

13. o_h'c _c'>o_c.—c Ido® oo on oM NAMC
<R ?

o PAC IR Ao D2
o ac<c ¢ AL bCPA?

A, <P A LL®oNY, boAal
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Adam Alogut

seals’ meat is really good. | guess it’s the
seals’ diets. Seals in other areas probably eat
differently than other seals in other areas. It
seems the seals around Coral Harbour area
are better tasting than the seal’s around here.

onY*MobA Lo <’ Mo on DU
P ERPIE, Lo ®h>Y
LLYo*> Y5, <o o®hAS Lt Mho
aN*M LL*DH A <d55LC.

14. Have there been times when you could not catch
enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,
or did not come to breathing holes, or did not
come to an ice edge?

* If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it

just pups or some other group of ringed seals?
* If there were times when it was difficult to catch

enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

* Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

*  When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the

actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone

breaking a taboo)?

None. | have never noticed seals being scarce
at anytime.

14. UM <® oS W TP PP Ao,

PIUND Do PN o Phb o™

Re® 52 BINNPoY A5, aNPCbN<R o™ 50,

> 50 o

Lo odPCHR VP oN°, 5o Pacd o™ oNt?

o <MPAS..aNoPCE MG PR D
aNDAaAC P55 AcAaGHr< M o N?

o aN K TPNPLNLNS, bo® Ao "
PP D (A5 MMAS AoN<d™o<0f)
Lo DUPySe?

o AALPYBPAC A0 CALa Acc DOPLo L 2

o o ACe® <o *PPLNOM A obNN©
boAcP 5P 0" A7IN6® o0 D> D GANAD>
D56 Acto oM o® AR DCAPAC (Ao
PadAa® A P N<50)?

abP® O>rcDELMCG e Mo

For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

oMo’ oact AP e oab®rlodo

AV 55

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations
where you have lived?

* If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

There really is no differences. The only thing
is that | have never seen Ranger seals in the
Coral Harbour area. I've only noticed them
after I've moved to Chesterfield Inlet.

15. PR adDt o N Al LS
ERPPCAPH M 0" oo dP<doC
oalcP*rLEA?

o fPo.. bo® R BHHL?

LI <P Pobod M PP<o LI (Ko
oP<Vo o>rAADCD>EL

P <PCb* I P ML C*<*a, Lo Pr<o
oal NI Aco Lo orP<tbAaAvJ L E

Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

Pda N> PP AALPAT o
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Adam Alogut

16. Do you have other information or knowledge
about seals that you wish to share?

Nothing really | can think of. The seal meat is a
really good food. In the winter time when
you're out hunting and you get cold, eating the
seal meat could warm you up in no time at all.

| think eating seal meat often keeps you
healthier too, the seal has good blood, really
keeps you warm when you're out hunting.

16. DN>LYe* D50t ebrLYbbo®AC o Mot
Acb(P>La F*Cro?

AALPY oo M. o NS o PNASLC |, DP>IS
P50 onoM Didarb>NNLC,
bl (P oD bodPNE A 5 D®,

AL do<a G MIND> <N e PNKI>LC,
PN SN AP H<PADMC

<P c b0 .
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Adam Alogut

Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question number 5)
(AA%AN PBYDI™ 5 00 Y™ Do)
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Adam Alogut

Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question number 7)
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional
knowledge interview with Casimir Kriterdluk

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:

AL o NC DBRRNECD o AoAS
A*P ot LeboNt dA®ASCD %
b PN

Lda NN o NS s ALAPNC> oS

How many years have you been hunting ringed 1. bo® ddoPNP<* o NGAPYLPAC Ao LiNAMT?
seals in the Chesterfield Inlet area?
| was just a young boy. We used to live at b oPIr bARSTOM P oM
Nanuujumaa. | am now 55; | guess | was 12 ool [<cP*LLC. CALMo 1" 550
years old then. 1 used to hunt to the Daly Bay PP, Al 120° DPDBc™oM. o[
area. Iksirgjjuagmiut, the people from the B Ao A ooV o [ ' oS, o™
Roman Catholic Church, used to have dogs. (I AYYGRIMDE PO < P™C? DI
guess the dogs belonged to the Roman AR DD oGP P™LC >Dcbo A C5dd
Catholic Church.) The Iksiragjjuagmiut were A®INbSAC obnbo<bAS, Porof,
people like Putulik and Victor; these two ABNM<SMC @ odl 1€ <> bCe >PLY
were brothers with Celestino. We would go DA™LGSE, PIridN*he® bN*rAa .
camping in the spring time to Nanuujumaa to
gather some seal meat for the dogs.
Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations? 2. oal¥AS APdoC a“NSAPLA?
« If YES... Where and for how long? e PfPo.. ol <L bo* ddoPNl*?
« Have you lived in other communities? *  oal”A" d/doC 0o B*PLA?
Yes. In Rankin Inlet. We lived in Rankin Inlet AL'—“fl—’b- b* o™ . b,%f?qbc‘o'“r
for 10 years. I'd go boating and hunt seals. | o Poc DAL *. oot oo
would go hunting to Angijut, Igluligjuaq and P>t CAboc P*PLY YU 100 PP>o®,
other places. b* o DI <I*DBC*IHLc >*IM
Hilarie: Did you live in other communities a N P>Y* oM (B>o™ Yo,
besides Chesterfield Inlet and Rankin Inlet? A SR o d b odob M o CAbo
Casimir: | lived Baker Lake for awhile, but b*M*eo* . bLo D<M < P>UPLLo<I®I™L
there aren’t any seals in Baker Lake. aNbY M<K CoA%a .
How important are ringed seals to you? 3. %bo® <CAPNPANT o_cf:]c?
« Do you use them for food? A R K
e For cultural activities? o A®POBAC ATRNMTJ?
« For clothing? * CoFRPeMo? .
«  For medicine? ¢ Loda Mo BNbie*o?
«  For anything else? M L B I I

LA ®IALAS. CAL DSPC>LC, DP>JC

The seal skin is used for clothing in the winter
time to keep you warm. Ideal clothing when
you want to prevent your clothing from getting

B> Nod D*ILAISMC doGn <ol
o >AoMoN, bl M<oM Pe<n<ole




Casimir Kriterdluk

wet. You can also use the skin for mittens,
kamiks and outer pants.

. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and

how do you hunt them?

« Inthe spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

| don’t hunt for seal pups in the spring time.

« By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges
and breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes.

* By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

By snowmobile and waiting by the breathing
hole.

« By snowmachine in the spring when seals are
lying on the ice and sunning themselves?

Yes.

« In the late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

Already answered.

* Inthe open-water season by boat?
Yes. Of course, | never stop hunting seals.

e Using agun, harpoon, and/or net?
Rifle. Only rifle. If, after the seal is wounded,
and the seal is still alive in the water, then |

would use the harpoon.

* At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

None.

4. 4G acddt aNGAAYAS AL bo®
aNSAAYNT?
o DA™ AobN e o NI*D>BNB® 5NC?
aP® aNKGAAAIR S DAL,
o I>CHPLNSNC A AN LN 5 ¢
aNAATSAAYAS oo b ob?
A.

o DCHPP*SN"5%0C PR 5 < PPINI?

PPIds DCPDL™ 5L,

o DA™LPNGS PPI N brLbC*NoN?

A.

o DA™MLAM PYJch®Nodse ALT<
SeCDB*N U7

P>Co bl

o ALT<C DId?

A, An<s® obP™a DL,

o PINTINIS0C, Do 50, Dot LNC>N.o?

GPDTE. IPPMDAQ™L PPdo.  Ac BLK

A< Do ¢ PP<o A <™ LE.

o B PPD< Asde Do <P
o NGAINL® 5N?

a Db,

. Arethere specific places that you go to where

5. DPN®C*AbAQbCPAC ool <I* o N*D>AMLC™ 0?2
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Casimir Kriterdluk

you hunt in a particular way?
« |If YES... Please mark these locations on the
map.

No. | go to places where there might be seals.
If there are no seals around, then we might
have an idea where to go. Nunariaq and
places like that. [Locations marked on
attached maps.]

o MPAC... o IS NI<PE.

ab®, /\QFH\.VO_OCD% AMGCCHLC.

Ac aNBY' O A *PLC*IJC
oan<*1oo¢, 2" blLo I [P bo<o"
Aortc*Dof, b obo™ 0¢ (Lo o<,

Ringed seal pups:

a‘NdA

6. When do ringed seals have their pups?

In the month of March. There are some pups now,
white little ones.

6. BUDCWE o NP VD

Co L. CAL aN<GH®DC %d®IdHAC.

Are there particular locations where pups are most

commonly found?

« If YES... Please mark on the map where these
places are located.

« Arepups found in these locations every spring,
or only in some years?

« How do you hunt pups and how do you know
where pups can be found?

No. They're found in different places. Usually
in kangigluk’s [coves]. | don’t think there are
any seal pups in the open sea only around
kangigluk area near the land is where we find
the pups. [Locations marked on attached
map.]

7. AP o NS aobDLPK?
o MPAC.. oo MR NI,
o AGJCLS PATMC (RoCA"a® acbb AL
P<C5%eC 1GJ¢ Ao ?
¢ o™ aNI*D>AWAC <o bo® bOPLBCPAC
aca L C o N?

ab? ool Ao CJlod®.  Ac b oP¥*c boAS
A5 PdbCPIASBCHI.  Dao

AL®P> o565 o NPChAAIR S d*D®,

b 5P borAa ™o (Lo ool bo?P¥c o

Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where

there are pups?

« When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is
it common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

Yes. Of course. We had passed by a dead seal
pup that was eaten by a fox on our way to
Ataniqlig (near Daly Bay).

Hilarie: Do you often see this?

8. NNLo<ds ao0A5 NP AN o NKAPCH®<EIe?
¢ oK Ao M(Mot* oo, NNlodo®
NPCH>D> > PLLY N> Ac oD *lo db5?

AL N<ob, ISP DRSS ACo®ee
Ko, NP AdoPc b e,

LEIRN* DL o LDRRI,

HAcn: CdPLLAC

b A oDt D> 5% PP<o <G5,
onDBCPIIHAL oo Y o b

87




Casimir Kriterdluk

Casimir: No, just this one time. Foxes do eat
the seal pups. | have never seen a polar bear
eating seal pups on ice, but it is obvious that
they do.

(>IcBPL D, Ac Pdc.
(>I DAL Mo, <HJADAQ I

o 00, onbP>LC*IAG Y @ sa N ®.

Where ringed seals are found:

o_cr']c al o_o-VDA%JQCZ

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun 9. b <L ao ol LA J?

themselves? . . . .
DA™ DPPIRds PdNNLY, DAL Pd

In the spring and fall time when the ice is just forming. (e AL'cCben DG ol <,
In the spring time, once the ice starts getting water on aol <LC* brLcBC®D, <L DP<RIS
top. In the fall time, after the ice has formed, and on PIBLAIT.  Ac Pddbdorcbove (Lo,
floating ice too. SGEERDL AU R R RS

10. During the open-water season where are ringed 10. PdbP c*N"od ol a‘N° ALA"aP*N"5J

seals commonly found?

| had said earlier, When the ice is totally gone.
Where there are some currents. | had
mentioned coves earlier too.

oD ANYL?
CAL DBED>2*, AMGoPdcboro

(LoPdcbos D5 b 5Pt bo e
Db NA® P25

What ringed seals eat:

N ontCeNe:

11.

What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?
(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

No, | have never really seen what is in their
stomachs. Kinguks [amphipods], what kind of
fish are those, they're really small ones. |
have forgotten their names.

Hilarie: I'll show you.

[Prey animals indicated on attached pages.]

» Do the eating habits of ringed seals change
with season?

Yes. Inthe fall time, they float. It is when they
often eat that they are able to do this, they gain
fat. In the spring time, they sink down to the
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Casimir Kriterdluk

bottom, | guess because they're lying around
so much. They're spending so much on top of
the ice.

DeAP 5o D> I, ac Abo<UbA.
b rLAbo<E,

Changes or differences in ringed seals over
time:

o PLYPLME Do Do e
CASLoT Lal NPOU:

12.

Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals

that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?

e Inthe number of seals?

e In how difficult it is to hunt them?

Where you find them?

* Intheir size or sex?

* Intheir overall physical appearance?

e In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver,
lungs, ...)?

* In their behaviour?

* Inwhat they eat?

| have never really been aware of changes. |
don’t think there’s really much change in the
numbers of the seals. In fact, they're probably
more in numbers now that people do not sell
their skins anymore.

* Inthe number of animals found dead
and/or how they died?

None. | have never found one.

Sidonie Kriterdluk: They had found a seal that
was alive with the fur full of fat that had been
exposed in the air for a long time.

Hilarie: The seal was alive?

Sidonie: Yes.

Casimir: Never found a dead seal before.
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13.

Do ringed seals from different locations taste
different?
« If YES... What are these differences?

Yes. There are a big difference in their meat. |
think it is because the waters around Chesterfield
Inlet are colder in the summer time, same with the
Daly Bay area. The meat of these areas are
different from each other. There are differences
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too between the seal meat in the Rankin Inlet
and the Chesterfield Inlet area. The Rankin
Inlet's seal meats seems to be tender. Itis just
like the caribou meats around different areas.
There are differences of the meat between two
areas.

 Which ones do you prefer?

The ones near the Daly Bay area.
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14.

Have there been times when you could not catch
enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family
or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,

or did not come to breathing holes, or did not

come to an ice edge?

* If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it
just pups or some other group of ringed seals?

» If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your
life (e.g., your health) and living conditions?

* Do you have any ideas about why this
happened?

* When you could not catch enough ringed seals
do you think it may have been because of the
actions of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone
breaking a taboo)?

None. | have never seen this. My parents did
hunt for seal so that they could feed their
dogs, but | have never noticed anytime if the
seals were ever scarce.
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For hunters that have lived in other communities
as well as Chesterfield Inlet:

LJatNo’ oact Ao oab®lodo

AV 55

15.

Have you noticed any differences between seals
near Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations
where you have lived?

* If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

(There are no seals in Baker Lake.)
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Hunter’s wish to contribute additional
information:

Lo NP> PBPPARLA M AALPT o

16. Do you have other information or knowledge about
seals that you wish to share?

There are a couple of times that | have caught
two seals that already had a wound. One was
near Promise Island in the spring time. It had
a wound on its back, apparently the hunter
had lost it, after he had wounded the seal.
The wound had become infected, and it
became rotten. The other time was when
Simon Kaolit was still alive. Him and | used go
out boating to Pikiuliagjjuk and further. The
seal had been cut just below its throat area. |
guess a hunter waiting by the breathing hole
had harpooned it, but lost it too. The wound
was very fresh. Usually a wound becomes
rotten after awhile, but this was a fresh wound.
It was a cut right by the throat of the seal.
Hilarie: Any others?

Casimir: No, | do not have very much else to
say.
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Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question numbers 5 and 7)
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Chesterfield Inlet ringed seal traditional knowledge

interview with Honore Aggark

Hunting and the importance of ringed seals:

A SN o NC BDRKNCCD o AoAS

ARIPAPct Lot GA®ARCH>®
>on <Mt

Lda NN o N s ALAPNC> oS

seals in the winter all the time. \We would go

1. How many years have you been hunting ringed seals 1. bo® ddoPNP<* o NGAPYLPAC Ao LiNMT?
in the Chesterfield Inlet area?
\ have started hunting since | could hunt, | CALM o dP*e L o MD>GL, D™ LMC
don't even know how long it has been. So DP>® 50¢ B>ALMCG I oo d M o,
many years now, because it's been since \ CAL*™o® aM*D>Pva Ll obc D*PL M al.
\earned to seal hunt. DP>* 5 6o aN*FD> 5 DAL,

2. Have you hunted ringed seals in other locations? 2. 0alYA° AP o NSAPYLA?
« If YES... Where and for how long? e HfPo... o L bo® ddePNr<*?
« Have you lived in other communities? * oal>A° dPdoC o0a B*PLA?
Yes. | have hunted seals in the Qamaugvik A. ,<q]°' qbl—[i:"é\%g' [>P[>:“ Lr* o
area. We lived over there for two years. | (>ooP>c D LM, (Pras aM™a™
know there are a \ot of seals over there. B>rLYS o Nl “J<Hoo.

3. How important are ringed seals to you? 3. %bo® <CAPNPANT o_Cr:]C?
e Do you use them for food? * PPt o?
* For cultural activities? o A*PIBAS ATSNMT5J?
* For clothing? * CoFPaMo? .
e For medicine? . <1“r<1‘o_°“[‘c):o DONbio-*L o?
« For anything else? © WMo ?
The seal is useful for everything. The seal qA . 'JQZ—’IEOQ%JC <D“':LCL all. @ tonc
meat is dog food and the seal fat is good. The T Sn hn —’qu’ DP[><d c<] Lo D% CP
seal was useful for everything. The skin was /\F LC. b<D <%!>q NJ %szq afl e
made for clothing and used to make packs 1o LALLN® Ao s NAn™of CLdds PN
help dogs carry \oads and sometimes the skins bl ><oN°, *b'cc>®*> o' <D< P
were used to make tents. The seal skin was Lo P 06 ™M POLLON®, Acoos
very useful. ARG oM CALa ADPC. D% d*IILAS

(L aNC CAL*LLC? bbrLYbce.

4. What times of year do you hunt ringed seals and how | 4. <€%9J¢ a.cdd® aNSAAYAS 4L bo®
do you hunt them? a “NGAANIN?
\ hunted seals in all seasons. We would hunt CLAPLLTME  PPPI oM< PGC

obP% e Pa*lo. <Ava vo®hD> Y ¢




Honore Aggark

down to the floe edge and hunt seals. It used
to be harder to hunt the seal in the winter time.
In the spring time when the seals were on the
ice, it used to be easier to hunt them than in
the winter. In the spring, there were times it
wasn't necessary to hunt them, because the
seals are on the ice and much easier to get at.
When the snow on the breathing holes start
melting, this was very enjoyable because you
use the harpoon, not the rifle to catch the seal.
This is how we used to hunt seals. We would
catch a lot of seals.

* Inthe spring working with others to hunt young
seals?

Yes. There would be many of us, but at times
there would only be the two of us hunting for seal

pups.

* By travelling or walking along drifts and ridges and
breaking into pups’ caves/dens?

Yes. Dens. Yes, | have found some. The seal

pups were still white. | have found some seal

pups a few times.You find them alive in a cave, that

is how | got seal pups quite a few times.

Hilarie: Do you find them close to the land?

Aggark: Close to the land, but not on the land. They are
usually in the ridges of the ice off the land in the rough ice.

» By still-hunting at a hole in the ice and/or
opportunistically from a snowmachine?

Yes, we've hunted seals with snowmobiles, but

it seems harder to hunt seal with snowmobiles.

Back then, we used to hunt seals with dogs.

The dogs would find the seal dens. The dogs

really went after the seal dens, therefore it was
easier then. These days, you only go by snowmobile,
therefore it seems harder to find the seal pups’ dens.
If you know what to look for, you know where the
dens are, but if you don’t know, then it is hard

to find the dens. Back then when we had dog
teams, it was easier to hunt them because you

have the dog’s help. Once the dogs learn

where to find the seal pups’ dens, they really

go atit. They get used to it, so it seemed

D>, DAL D¢ b o GH U™

CIND> <ML (e A Lo PhPLE<L P
PP>C aNo<o™ <a *<c P*D*c,
aNSa *<tb 5<® 5o- o NH<G o o™
&g P> <50, DA™MD
aNGAJ* I A ®<c P P b oG UC.
CALa ADS. Lo <5° ‘de Ac™NoNe
de<la Ac ™I LE PSd*N LI D%* Ld.of
‘JeMtP< 50 de<daAc®< L ¢ (Cta
D PTLNE CALa., T AdoveC
aN®<c P®IUE o NG CALa Ado®,

o DA™ AoBNYoC o N<KBPD> BB SN2

A. <1F_£J<_3C Aco. Aco dAc®
KN G LPAaPLLH<® 50 o N<K*IP® o0
I *<Lc DD,

o I>CHPLNTSNS A AN LN 550
aNAACAAYAS oo ob?

00 %o oo CALaAds® A

aor L. A bdDdHoN e o NC
Aco DLONY Cbo Ao LC.

CALa Ado® bP*5%P<™ CALa Ao

a N<lc D*L*D*.

HAcn: Lo ool boo® DL

b Aco 00K o Doo NI
Loc‘a e A.C Lobn<L<Ir.

o DCHPPELN"50C PRS%eC PPI?

PPII* 5Cc aN*P>BCEH<I®II PP<do PP
O>APLIL RS A5 oD LPI® o
PLlrde b0 <V5¢ o AYDcD>™LC
P oo anD AN o N<KPCH™LE
PAAS ALDALE P ob aona Moo (Cta
A5 5d CALa. CA<do™L 59!
Bd®*IdoNoNM e, CALa Aa®<c DorLI®,
Lac PPI*Madc®on ors™
Iva P N5 de APLY 5o
LI oL 50 Lo G <
a2 T ¥P5LHLAS aoScrPLAWMLC H¢
CALQADLLAS.  obPrL* 5™ 50
g *IP 5L, P b < D® 5o

94




Honore Aggark

easier to hunt seal pups then.

* By snowmachine in the spring when seals are lying
on the ice and sunning themselves?

We hunted seals whatever season was as long
as we are close to the shore or the seaice.
We didn’t go caribou hunting much then,
unlike nowadays, because the caribou was
very scarce then. We really depended on the
seal, so we never stopped seal hunting.
Sometimes we would go out seal hunting
alone. As long as you had dogs, sometimes it
was hard, but you just let the dogs go,

when you went seal hunting alone, the dogs
will walk around, and you just wait by the
breathing hole. Eventually a seal will come
around. The seal's breathing holes are not all
the same. Some seals will not get to a certain
breathing hole, and you know some will go to
a certain breathing hole. You know about
these when you have been taught about them.
You know that a certain hole will have a

seal come to it, and you know that a seal will
not come up by another.

Hilarie: How did you know this?

Aggark: Our ancestors knew about these.
This is how we learned. As long as you knew
that a certain breathing hole wasn’t
approached by a seal for awhile, and once the
dogs start walking around, you knew that a
seal will approach that breathing hole. This is
how it used to be. If you get to a breathing
hole when a seal was there, once you get
there, the seal will get away from it and not
come back to it.

e Inthe late spring or early summer in open water
from an ice edge?

* Inthe open-water season by boat?

« Using agun, harpoon, and/or net?

* At other times of year and/or using other
techniques or approaches?

| have never used nets. It was better to hunt
with a harpoon. Back then we didn’t use
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rifles to hunt seals with, we always had harpoons.
Nowadays, since we are using only snowmobiles,
rifles are the only ones we use to hunt seals with,
with this you have to have a hook made especially
to pick up seals. Looking back it's not the same
anymore.

Acnc D bo<6Ce CA Lo
LedbotCoPo™C.  Lac Pid*N7INC PPIs®
DL P INPCA™ o Pr<lo
o_<<ﬁ°uo_§b<c_§b|_c O_brjqbqbgo_;),
CALa. ADc D>%*D*  P*Jloa
P> RL AP o0,

. Are there specific places that you go to where you
hunt in a particular way?

If we hunted seals to a certain breathing hole, next
day we would go to a different one. If the one you
are at doesn’t have any seal, then you can go back
to the one you were at the day before. This is how
we used to do, especially with the breathing holes

in the spring. We did this too in the winter time. |
hunted seals the same way my ancestors hunted the
seal.

» If YES... Please mark these locations on the map.

We have always moved to different areas. We spent
a lot of times at Nanuujumaa. We never really stayed
here in Chesterfield Inlet back in those days. You all
know that there are a lot of seals around the Daly Bay
area, also in the Qamaugqvik area (further north from
Daly Bay). [Seal hunting locations marked on attached
map.]
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Ringed seal pups:

a‘NAAS

When do ringed seals have their pups?

There’ll be out soon. Probably next month. They should
be out soon now. It might be this month. Seal pups are
probably being born now.

6. BUD>CWE o NP VD
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7. Are there particular locations where pups are most

commonly found?
» If YES... Please mark on the map where these
places are located.
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e Are pups found in these locations every spring, or
only in some years?

« How do you hunt pups and how do you know where
pups can be found?

There usually are seal pups by Nunariaq.
There might be less now that people go up
more often. Every year ever since | can
remember... it is every year. [Locations
marked on attached map.]
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Do foxes and bears hunt pups in the areas where

there are pups?

« When you open a pup lair and there is a pup, is it
common or rare that foxes have found the lair
before you have?

Foxes do hunt seals a lot. Foxes get into dens
of the seal pups all the time. You often find
where foxes had dug into. Often you'll find
that a fox had eaten a seal pup. It is obvious
that people know this.
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Where ringed seals are found:

o_cr']c al o.o-%br.h'JQC!

9. When and where do seals lie on the ice and sun 9. b <L aoc ol bl *J?

themselves? . ) . .
DA P> Pl DR 5P 5LoLS

In the spring time when the snow starts to melt. AP MCEM Prdo bdNd<oLo™. .
Sometimes in the winter time too, but that is once DASLPNGS PPLLE P IS AP e A DG LS,
in a long while, when it isn’t too cold outside. As
soon as it starts getting warmer, they start going
on the ice.

10. During the open-water season where are ringed 10. Pd%P o*N"od ol N ALA"aP*N"05J

seals commonly found?

I think the area near Pikiuliq is where there are more seals.
There are some seals around here too, but | hear that they
seem to be less now than before. | don’t know. Back then
there used to be a lot of seals around Chesterfield Inlet, but
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not anymore, | don't know why that is.

Hilarie: ' wonder why, is it because there are
more hoats around Now?

Honore: | think itis because of the
snowmobiles and boals. Wt seems that since
he snowmabiles came, the number of seals
have started decreasing. You don't see
them as often as you used 10. These days,
in the winter time, the hunters go down 1o the
floe edge by snowmabile. | think the
snowmaobiles are the reason why the number
of seals are decreasing. \tis obvious thatitis
hecause of hoals 100, because there are a \ot
of boats.
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What ringed seals eat:

a N ontCNe:

11. What do ringed seals have in their stomachs?

(Please indicate on the two pages of drawings
which of these animals seals eat.)

Yes. Kinguks lamphipods). | have never seen
anything else besides kinguks in the seal's
stomachs.

Hilarie: What are Kinguks? These ones
(pointing to the drawings)?

Honore: Yes, those are the ones. These are
commonly seen in the seal's stomachs. The
Qasigiag's (Ranger seals) [harbour seals)
stomachs will usually have cod fish or arctic
char in their stomachs. The only thing V've
known for rfinged seals 10 have in their
stomachs is the kKinguks. {Prey animals
indicated on attached pages.\

» Do the eating habits of ringed seals change with
season?

\ don't know. Why then are they fatter in the
winter time? | wonder why. | do not understand
this, but even in the winter time they have kinguks
lamphipods) in their stomachs. | know this for

a fact because we cook the stomachs and then
eal it. Wisn't often now, but we used 1o eat the
seal's stomach a \ot.
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Changes or differences in ringed seals over time:

NG WYL Do P> o e
CASLoT® Lol NPoU:

12.

Have you noticed any changes in ringed seals
that live in or near Chesterfield Inlet?
* Inthe number of seals?
e In how difficult it is to hunt them?
*  Where you find them?
* Intheir size or sex?
* In their overall physical appearance?
e In any of their internal body parts (e.g., liver, lungs,
.)?
e Intheir behaviour?
 In what they eat?

\ know that there are \ess seals now than before,
and that the seals seem 10 be higger than what they
used 1o be. The smaller seals seem 1o have hetier
meal, but these days, Wt seems they're all bhig now,
and seems 10 be fewer now.

* Inthe number of animals found dead and/or
how they died?

You don't find many dead seals. Once in awhile you
see a dead seal at a breathing hole. | think itwas
\ast year we found a dead seal while we were hunting
for seal pups. \isn'tvery often you find dead seals.
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13.

Do ringed seals from different locations taste
different?
* If YES... What are these differences?
 Which ones do you prefer?

Sometimes when you eat seal meaty, it isn't that
o004, hut when you eal the seal meat from the
Repulse Bay area, itis really good because
they're small, smaller than the Chesterfield
\nlet area. \ prefer the Repulse Bay seal mead,
they're tender 100. Better meat. Chesterfield
\nlet area seals are bigger. Maybe hecause
the waters in Chesterfield \nlet are deeper

or maybe it's their diet, | don't kKnow.
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14. Have there been times when you could not catch

enough ringed seals to feed yourself, your family

or dogs? For example, when seals were scarce,

or did not come to breathing holes, or did not

come to an ice edge?

« If YES... Were all ringed seals scarce or was it just
pups or some other group of ringed seals?

» If there were times when it was difficult to catch
enough ringed seals, how did this change your life
(e.g., your health) and living conditions?

Yes. There was one time when seal was
scarce here. That was guite awhile back.
That was when the government's help came.
\When the seal became scarce the government
started welfare, this is the year when the seal
Wwas scarce then. Back then the RCMP were
the government. The RCMP started giving out
food 10 the people, and that's when it started.
My daughter was just a little gul. She is my
oldest. My son, who froze 10 death was the
other child, he was just a baby. Those were
my only children then. This is the time the Inuit
people started getting help with food from the
RCMP. This is the only time | remember about
the seal being scarce. | don't remember any
other time. \ remember it was hard for all the
people, and some of the dogs even died from
hunger due 1o seals being scarce. The nuit
people were more important than the dogs.
Hilarie: | guess all of the people were going
through a hard time then?

Honore: Yes. Because the seal was so
scarce, everybody was going through the
same thing. We depended on the seal fat for
heat t00. \twas hard then. Because we had
saved some seal fat from the spring time, we
made it through that time.

* Do you have any ideas about why this happened?

\ do not know why the seal became scarce
then. 1was just a young hoy, but it had an
effect on the elders, and they wondered why
the seal became scarce at that time. The seal
became scarce all around Chesterfield inlet
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area. It was probably the same with the Arviat
area too, because the seal was scarce all
around Chesterfield Inlet area.

When you could not catch enough ringed seals do
you think it may have been because of the actions
of other Inuit or yourself (e.g., someone breaking a
taboo)?

| have never thought of it that way, because |
didn’t know then. Any person didn’t have
anything to do with, but the seal was really
scarce then in that one year. By spring time,
the seal started coming back again.

Hilarie: (Reread last part in Inuktitut.)
Honore: | wasn't aware about that, but the
elders didn't like it. It wasn't caused by any
person, it is the way of the animal, it had to
happen. At the time, the seals probably had
moved to a different area for awhile. |
remember that one year when the seal
became scarce.
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For hunters that have lived in other communities as
well as Chesterfield Inlet:

Lda Mot oo Mo oo b*’lodof

AV 5L o

15. Have you noticed any differences between seals near

Chesterfield Inlet and the other locations where you
have lived?
« If YES... In what ways were the seals different?

| have ready answered the question.
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Hunter’s wish to contribute additional information:

Pda N> PP AL AALPAT o

16. Do you have other information or knowledge about

seals that you wish to share?
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| can’t say what | don’t know. | only told you what | know
about seals.
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Ringed seal traditional knowledge study

(Map hunter used to answer question numbers 5 and 7)
(<Y N> 0 *Yd®* D*CH P>N"HJ 5 <L 7 dA®ANe?)

unter: HOMORE. AecARK
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Question 11. Do ringed seals eat these?
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aNo* Ddd onbD>AYL?
Drawing label English Inuktitut Eli
(see next name of name of | Leonard Leo Andre | Joseph |Kimmaliar| Louis | Anthyme| Adam Casimir | Honore
2 pages) animal animal Putulik | Mimialik | Tautu Issaluk djuk Autut Kadjuk | Alogut | Kriterdluk | Aggark
KON F*C>PLI < v
o S{Np< . . ; . s y
(C&EQI';W 4N an»l, Do | P | P WA | Ac > N qct b r D> on
LA L5Y) %50 | Agx | Dt | TT<" | ¢ AhSP | PLode | D¢ bre | AoF€ PN | <Lt
Euphausiid (answer
A1l (krill) missing)
(answer
A2 Mysid missing)
(answer
B1-B4 Amphipod Kinguk yes yes yes yes yes yes yes missing) yes yes
(answer
C1-C3 Shrimp missing)
Sand (answer
D lance yes yes yes yes yes missing)
(answer
E Snailfish missing)
Fourhorn (answer
F sculpin Kanajuq yes yes missing)
(answer
G Capelin ljituuq yes yes yes yes yes yes missing)
Greenland (answer
H1 cod yes yes yes yes missing)
Arctic (answer
H2 cod yes yes yes yes yes missing)




Do ringed seals eat these?
aNo® DI ony>AYR?

(Drawings hunter used to answer question 11)
(NNS>HPLL%* Yo Mot PDTIC> bCI* JA%AN 113
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Do ringed seals eat these?
aNo* Ddd onb>AYR?
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(Drawings hunter used to answer question 11)
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