






























































































































































































































































The Pacific Biological Station, 1949.

“Our vista expanded rapid-
ly in the 1950s and 1960s. In
a period of five to ten years,
we had gone from a localized
situation all the way to study-
ing a broad span of the north
Pacific; all the way over to the
Russian coast. There remain-
ed an international flavor to it
until Canada declared its 200-
mile-limit in 1977.” - Dr. Keith
Ketchen

abnormally low fence counts at Babine, coupled
with higher than normal incidence of damaged
fish that sent fishery officers and researchers
scampering down the Babine River to find,
quantify and rapidly alleviate the Babine River
slide of 1951.

With the International Pacific Salmon
Fisheries Commission claiming the Fraser as its
territoty, the Board and Nanaimo turned to the
Skeena. Many at the Pacific Biological Station
owe their start on the road to recognition to
early days at Lakelse and Babine. Alderdice
and Aro, Bilton, Godfrey, Hunter, Fisher,
Foskett, McDonald, Milne, Cutram, Shepard,
and Withler all started there.

Although the Pacific Biological Station
had, over the years, a series of launches, boats,
and vessels, none were primatily designed for
fisheries research, This changed in 1946, when
the "Investigator No. 1" was acquired and
equipped for trawling. Added later were the
"A,P. Knight" and in the early sixties the "G.B.
Reed." Expansion of fisheries research into
open waters was assured, and purely marine
studies came into their own. Herring,
groundfish and crustaceans became important
as these fisheries developed, and staff were
- recruited to study the biology, the population
dynamics and potential of these increasingly
important resources. By 1958, when the Station
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary, the special
volume for the Nanaimo Station had papers on
the response of chum salmon eggs to free
carbon dioxide, polychaetes (from the Berkleys),
resistance of young chum and sockeye to
ireezing, responses to salmon retina, yield of
lingcod, progress of drift bottles, Rivers Inlet
sockeye, index of return of salmon stocks,
population studies of juvenile herring,
distribution and density of sockeye in Babine
Lake, parasites of Pacific salmon, maximum
sustained yields, spawning stock size and
production of Skeena sockeye, a measuring

device for use in salmon spawning gravel, and
environmental factors affecting production of
pink and chum.

Since 1958, events have moved at a
furious pace. New buildings have been added
and older ones removed. :

The herring fishery collapsed and then
phoenix-like, arose anew to dizzying economic
heights. Responsibility out to the 200-mile
limit was assigned to all sections of the
Department, and new resources were briefly
added to cover the increased responsibility.

The Biological Station entered, timidly and
only toe deep, into the computer age in 1967,
and the "G.B. Reed" plowed the waters from
California to the Bering Sea and westward to
Japan.

New land and a new research
establishment sprang up on the northern side of
Burrard Inlet to serve new problems in
competition for habitat and the search for new
techniques in fish culture. Lake fertilization to
increase sockeye production became, almost
overnight, an operational technique.

There were losses, too, during these past
25 years. The oceanographers moved out of
PBS to their facility at Pat Bay, and with them
went much of the expertise on biological
oceanography and primary productivity
research. Support staff were split from
research and for some, that wound heals but
slowly. Cycles of restraint are still with us and
problems have a new immediacy. These require
new techniques, new insights, new research,
some of which is already here, while some is
yet to come. That they will come is a
certainty, Based upon a foundation of past
research so broad, so firm and on a spirit of
excellence, "the Station" cannot fail to do other
than build to meet whatever demands are
placed upon it.

John Thomson
Science Coordinator















































































































































