ANNUAIL REPORT

OT" THE

Department of Aflavine and Fishevies,

FOR THE YEAR 1868.

Privted HY AOrver of Pavlianvent.

OTTAWA :
PRINTED BY HUNTER, ROSE & (0.
1869.



ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES.

To His Excellency the Right Hongurable Sir Jomw YouNG, Baronet, one of Iler
Majesty'’s most Honourable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the most
HHonourable Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished
Order of St. Michael and St. George, Governor General of Canada, §e., §c., Je.

May 17 PLEASE YoUur EXCELLENCY,

The Department of Marine and Fisheries over which I have the honor to preside, was
called into existence on the 1st July, 1867, the date of confederation of the Maritime Pro-
vinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia with what was then called Canada, for the purposc
of administering the Marineinterests of the new Dominion, a3 well as the important interests
conngeted with the Fisheries.

No such department had previously existed in any of the Provinces which now form the
Dominion, but when the extensive and varied interests connected with both these important
branches of the public service were duly considered, it was deemed advisable and nceessary
to create a separate department for their administration, with a member of the Government
at its head, and Your Excellency’s predecessor waspleased, on the 1st July, 1867, to appoint
me, Minister of Marine and Fisheries, the first office of the kind which had ever existed in
British North America, and since that date up to the present time, I have continued to
administer the affairs of this Department.

As legislation was necessary to organize the Department legally, an aot was passed at
the first scssion of Parliament, organizing it and defining the nature of its duties, and the
various branches of the public service, which were in future to come under its control, regu-
lation, management and supervision,

The subjects which were enumerated in the act organizing jthis Department and to bz
administered by it, were the Sca-coast and Inland Fisheries, Trinity Houses, Trinity Boards,
Pilots, Pilotage, Decayed Pilots’ Funds, Beacons, Buoys, Lights and Light-houscs and their
maintenance, Harbors, Ports, Piers, Wharves, Stcamers and Vessels belonging to the Govern-
ment of Canada, except gunboats or other ,vossels of war, harbour commissioners, harbouy
masters, slassification of vessels, cxamination and granting of certificates of masters and
tatcs, and others in the merchant scrvice, shipping mastors and shipping offices, inspeetion of
steamboats and board of steamboat inspection, enquiries into causes of shipwrecks, establish”
ment, regulation and maintenance of marine and seamen’s hospitals, and care of distressed
seamen, and genera]]y such matters as refer to the marine and navigation of Canada.

~
¢
N



= ——

The act alluded to was only assented to on the 22nd May, 1868, and consequ.ently the
Departinent had no legal cxistence until near the close of the financial year ending 30th

Junc, 1868.
LIGHT - HOUBES.

The management of the light-houses in the Province of Ontario, and in‘ Quebee .above
Montreal, was formerly vested in the department of Public Works, and during a portion of
the year ending 30th June, 1863, until the staff of this Department was appointed, that
department continued to manage this branch of the public service. '

In the Province of Quebec, all matters relating to lights, buoys, beacons, pilots and
pilotage, were formerly managed by the Trinity Houses of Montreal and Quebec, which are
independent chartered corporations, but they were not placed specially under any department
and were subjeet to very little executive interference. These corporations being now placed
under this department, all their business with the Government is now done through it, and
their expenditure examined and checked by its officers.

In New Brunswick the lights were managed by a board of commissioners of public
iustitutions, and on my appointment, I assumed the management of this service at once, and
subsequently appointed an agent to transact the local business under my directions.

In Nova Scotia the light-houses were formerly managed and superintended by the
hoard of works, which continued it8 supervision over this service until December, 1867,
when an agent was appointed to transact all the local business of this department in that Pro-
vince,

Thesc local agents were found necessary in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, on account
of the great distance of those Provinces from the Head office, and in order to prevent delay
in transacting the business of the Department, which could not advantageously be done
without a local office.

Tu Ontario and Quebec above Montreal, there are sixty-scven lights, of which five are
floating, maintained at the cxpense of the General Government during the scason of naviga-
tion, with fifty-four kecpers and six assistants, in some cases there being two lights under one
keeper.  These lights arc under the immediate supervision of a superintendent who visits
them whenever necessary, and supplics them with the requisite stores. For the financial
year ended 30th June, 1868, the sum of $43,000 was voted by Parliament to defray the
expensesof these lichts, and the actual expenditure amounted to $40,561.28.

During the ycar four changes took place among the keepers, viz: the rctirement of Mr.
II. Vandusen, at Scotch Bonnet light, who was replaced by Mr. Wilson Bently, the retire-
ment of Mr. William IHoar, at Christian Island light, who was replaced by his son Mr. John
Hoar, the death of Mr.James McDonald, of (iananoque Narrows and Jack Straw shoal lights
replaced by Mr. Cornelius Cook, and the death of Mr. Perry, of St. Ignace light in Lake
Superior. At the close of navigation in November, 1867, Mr. Perry extinguished his light
and started in an open bost for one of the posts of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and perished
on the way. His body was found in the spring near his boat, on the main land in Neepigon
Bay, about fourteen miles from the post for which he was making his way. He was replaced

by Mr. Thomas Lamphier, who is now having a residence built on the Island for his
accommodation.



Between Montreal and Quebec the Trinity House of Montreal manages the lights, which
aro principally of a small inexpensive description, suitable for river navigation. There are
forty-one lights under the management of this Corporation, of which three are floating, and
there arc twenty-nine kecpers and threec assistants. They are visited occasionaily by
members of the board, the registrar of the board, and the superintendant of pilots. The
Government stcamer “ Richelieu " is employed by the Trinity House in visiting the lights
and laying buoys.  For the year ended 30th Junc, 1868, the sum of $26,000 was voted by
Parliament for the service of the Trinity House Montreal, including the salarics of the
officers, and the sum of $23,053.56 was expended on that account. The number of paid
officers in addition to the light keepers in connection with the Trinity House Montreal,
is seven. -

The lights below Quebec in the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence extending to the
Straits of Belle Isle, are managed by the Trinity House of Quebce. Those in the river arc
principally of a minor description, but the lights in the Gulf and Straits of Belle Isle arc
sea lights, chiefly of a high order, and have been expensive to build and maintain. The num-
ber of lights under the management of the Trinity House, Quebec is twenty-three, including
one floating light (at the south traverse at the north-east part of St. Rochshoals.) To attend
to these lights there are twenty-threc keepers and seventeen assistants, The stations are
visited occasionally by members of the board, and the superintendents of pilots, who act as
inspectors of light-houses, whem required. The lightsin the Gulf and at Belle Tsle and
Forteau are only visited twice a ycar, when the supplics are sent to them in one of the
Government steamers under the management of this Department.

There are also two provision depots on the Island of Anticosti, one at Shallop Creck, the
other at Ellis Bay, with a kecper for each, at a salary of two hundred dollars ($200,) per
annum cach.

The number of paid officers on the staff of the Trinity House, Quebec, in addition to the
light-house keepers and their assistants was cighteen, including four boatmen for the harbor
master, who is a member of the board, and a paid officer under the general Government.
The amount voted by Parliament for the year ended 30th June, 1868, was $46,739 and the
amount expended by that body was $45,615.65.

There were no licht duties or cherges on shipping for the support of the light-houses in
Ontario and Quebec, during the year ended 30th June, 1868.

LIGHT-HOUSES, NEW BRUNSWICK.

In New Brunswick the Light-Houses, Buoys and Beacons, were formerly maintained by
a tonnage duty onshipping, which continued until the 22nd May, 1868, when it was abolished
by an Act of the Parliament of the Dominion.

Therc arc fifteen lights in New Brunswick, including two on Machias Seal Islands, with
fourteen keepers and two assistants. They are principally good sca lights. There arc
algo ten minor lights wizh five keepers. There is a Superintendant or Inspector who visits
the light stations occasionally, and furnishes them with the necessary supplies, and in
addition to these duties, he superintends the placing and lifting of buoys, and inspects
the I\garine Hospitals in the Province. There isalso a superior steam fog-whistle. on
Partridge Island, a} the entrance of St. John Harbor, which has proved of great service to



the shipping during the thick fogs and heavy snow storms which sometimes prevail there.
The fog-whistle is worked by an engincer and an assistant. The sum of $24,100 was voted
by Parliament for the year ended June 30th, 1868, for the services of Light-Houses, Fog
Whistles, Buoys, Beacons, and Signal Stations in New Brunswick, including the construction
of a temporary Beacon at St. John Harbor, and the expenditure amounted to $20,227.45.

In Nova Scotia the Light Houso Service was tormerly maintained by a tax on shipping,
but on the 1st April, 1868, the act under which the tonnage duty was collected, expired,
and was not renewed, and colleotions in that Province on account of this service consequently
ccased at that time. There are fifty-nine lights in Nova Scotia, nearly all of which are good
sca lights, These light-houses are kept by fifty-nine keepers. There are also two Fog-
Trumpets, one at Cranberry Island, Cape Canso, and the other at Sambro Island, ncar the
catranee of Halifax Harbor, worked by Caloric Engincs, but they are both in a very ineffi-
cient statc. A very superior new steam fog-whistle was placed on Cape Fourchu, at the
cotrance of the Harbour of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, in November last, which will bhe of much
service to the shipping in that neighbourhood.

HUMANE ESTABLISHMENTS.

A Humane Establishment is kept up at Sable Island, for the purpose of rendering
assistanec to any persons who may be wrecked on that Island, and of saving property. The
staff consists of a superintendent and fiftcen boatmen. .

There is also a similar establishment at St. Paul's Island, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
although on a smaller scale. The staff consists of a superintendent and four boatmen.

The lighthouse keeper at Scatterie Island acts as superintendent of the humane
cstablishment at that place, and he provides his own boatmen.

Small Humane Establishments arc also kept up at Mud and Scal Islands, a short distance
west of Cape Sable. !

The amount voted by Parliament for the Light Houses, I° ou-Trumpets, Humane
Establishments, Buoys and Beacons and Signal Stations of Nova Scotia, for the year ended
30th June, 1868, was $52,200, and the cxpenditure in Nova Scotia currency amounted to
$46,361.13, or $45,124.84 Canada currency.

PROVINCIAL STEAMERS.

The steamers owned by the Dominion in 1868 (not including gunboats), were the
¢“Napoleon ITI,” ¢ Lady Hecad,” and ¢ Advance” at Quehee, the steamer “ Richelicu ™ at
Montreal, and the steamer “Druid ” at Halifax, Tt was eonsidercd advisable to dispose of
the steamer *‘Advance,”” as she was reported unfit for servioe, without alarce outlay for repairs,
and the Government decided to scll her, and a sale was subscquently effected for § £,050 cash,

The *Napoleon III” and “Lady Tlead” are both powerful, cfficient iron serew
steamers, and were employed on Trinity House Scrviece, such as supplying the light-house: s
laying down and taking up buoys, taking the pilot apprentices down the river, towing
wreeked or disabled vessels, rendering assistance to shipping coming up the St. Ln\vx'L‘ll(:c
when necessary, and assisting to remove obstruetions in the river, and on such other services
as might be required of them.  The “ Napoleon TIT” measures 211.98 tons rewister, and
300 horse power. The “ Lady Head” measures 168.06 tons register, and 150 h(orse gower.

The steamer ¢ Druid,” at Halifax, i3 a zood strong side wheel iron steamer, byt



when handed over to the Dominion Government required heavy repairs, which were made in
the spring of 1868, and she is now in thorough working order. She measures 165.63 tonS
register, is 170 horse-power, and was omployed last year in supplying lizht houses and other
coast service. It is proposed to employ her in futurc in the protection of the Fisherics as
well as the Light House Service.

The amount voted by Parliament for the maintenance of the steamers at Quebes, for
the year ended 30th June, 1868, was $75,000, and the amount cxpended was $69,026.73.

The amount voted for the maintenance and repairs of the steamer ¢ Druid” for that
year was $20,000, and the amount cxpended was $18,857.46.

The Government schooner “ Daring,” which was formerly employed in the light-housc
and other coast service, was lost at Herring Cove, some miles below Halifax Harbor, in
December, 1867, during 2 heavy snow storm, and another schooner was chartered to take
her place in the Sable Island service, and deliver supplies until the “Druid” was repaired.

STEAMBOAT INSPECTION.

The passenger, freight and tug steamers of Ontario and Quebee and the Engineers of
such steamers, were previous to the 1st July, 1868, examined hy Inspectors of Stcamboats,
under the Canadian Stcamboat Inspection Act which was then in force, for which inspee-
tion a fec was charged by Government. These Inspectors formed a Board, and met at
different places for the examination of Engineers. In New Brunswick, steamers were cx-
amined by the Government Inspector of Steamboats, whose salary was defrayed from the
Public Treasury, but the vessels inspected paid nothing for his services. A new Act for the
inspection of steamboats in the Dominion was passed on the 22nd May, 1868, under which
Inspectors were appointed for the different Districts, who form a Board of Steamhoat In-
spection presided over by a Chairman. There are now six steamboat Inspectors in the
Dominion viz: Onc for West Ontario and Huron Division, one for East Ontario Division,
onc for Montreal Division, one for Sorcl Division, one for Qucbee Division, and one for the
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick Division. Previous to the passing of the rceent Stcam-
boat Inspection Act, there were two Inspectors for West Ontario and Huron Division, hut
since then these two divisions have heen united, and the duties are now being performed by
onc Inspector, who is the Chairman of the Board.

Their expenses were partially defrayed by a tonnage duty on the vessels inspected.
The amount collected during the year ended 30th June, 1868, on account of this serviee
was $5,444.86, and the disbursements for the same service were $7,106.93. The new
Steamboat Inspection Act passed last session, provides that the Chairman of the Board of
Steamboat Inspection, shall once a year furnish me with a report of the proccedings of the
Board, and a return of all Steamboats inspected, and of all penalties collected under the
Provisions of the Act, but as the Act has not yet been in operation for a year, go annual
report can be made for the current financial year. A report however from the airman
of the Board is appended shewing their operations for the year cnded 31st December 1863.

SICK, DISABLED AND DISTRESSED SEAMEN.

When the Act of Confederation went into operation on the 1st July, 1867, sick and
(listressed mariners at Montreal were taken carc of at the Montreal General Hospital, and
the tonun-ge duties collected at that port went to the institution alluded to under the Act



then in force. During the year ended 30th June, 1868, they amounted to $1,287, 39. At
Quebec the sick mariners were provided for at the Marine and Emigrant Hospital of that
City, the total cost of which institution for the year ended 30th June, 1868, was $19,977.
36, of which the Government of Quebec paid $4000. The amount of tonnage duty collected
at Qucbec on account of sick mariners during that year, was $11,254.52. The Marine and
Emigrant Hospital at Quebec is under the supervision of the Department of Agriculture,
which has charge of the Emigration branch of the Public Service.

In New Brunswick there was a tonnage duty collected from vessels arriving in that
Provinee up to the 22nd May, 1868, under the New Brunswick Statutes, for the support of
sick and disabled seamen, and during the year ended 30th June, 1868, the amount collected
was $7,468.42. and the disburscments on account of that scrvice were $2,887.39. In the
Provinee, alluded to, there is a Marinc Hospital at St. John, one at St. Andrews, one at
Richibucto one at Bathurst and one at Douglastown, Miramishi.

In Nova Scotia there was no tonnage duty for the support of sick mariners, exeept at
the Port of Halifax, where a duty of a cent per ton was levied for the maintenance of a
Quarantine cstablishment at that port, and the support of sick sailors at the City Ho pital.
The amount collected for the year ended 30th June, 1868, was $1,067.83, Nova Scotia
currency, or $1,039.35, Canada Currency, and the cost of maintaining the sick s.ilors at
the Hospital was $329.50. There are no Marine Hospitals in Nova Scotia.

On the 22nd May last, an Act was passed by the Parliament of Canada providing that in
the Provinees of Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, all vessels on arciv.] after the 1st
July 1868, werc to pay a tonnage duty of two cents per ton, vessels of 100 tons or uuder, one
payment per annum , over 100 tons, two payments per annum, for the treatment and relief of
sick and distressed mariners, and that the Minister of Marine and I'i kecies is to make an
annual report and statement of the receipts and expenditures under this Act, to be laid before
Parliament, but as the law alluded to has not yet been in operation for a ycar, no report can
yet be made according to the Act.

This law is not in operation in Ontario.

OARBOUR POLICE.

A river or harbour police force, has for 2 number of yeors past been maintained at Mon-
treal and Quebec for the protection of the shipping interests at these places, consisting at cach
port of a chicf coPstable and about thirty-seven men.  This force was partially supported by
a tax on the shipping arriving at Quebee, but it was not sufficient to defray the expenses con-
nected therewith at both places.

During the year cnded 30th June 1868, the amount collected at Quebec was $11,918.-
76 (nonc was collected at Montreal), and the cxpenditure on account of that service for both
places was $27,148.35,

AngAct was passed by the Parliament of Canada, during last session, imposing a tax of
three cents per ton on all vessels arriving at Quebecor Montreal after 1st of J uly, 1868, for
the maintenance of this scrviee, vessels of 100 tons register or less to pay only once a year,
over 100 tons twice a year, and under that act the Minister of Marine and Tisheries is
required to make an annual report and statement of the reccipts and expenditures under the
act, to be laid before Parliament, but as the Act,has not yet been a ycar in operation, no such
report can be made out at prescut.  As some changes have recently been made in connection



with the administration of this service, it is probable in futurc the expenditure will be
brought down, so as not to exceod the receipts as has previously been the case.

OBSERVATORIES.

The only observatory in operation under the supervision of this Department during the
year ended 30th June, 1868, was at Quebee, which is maintaived at that port in connection
with a time-ball, principally for the benefit of the shipping, to give them the correct time
before leaving port, and for the purpose of enabling masters of sea-going ships to ratc their
chronometers while in port. .

The sum of $2,450.00 was voted by Parliament for this service for that year, and thc
same amount was expended. It is proposed to erect an observatory along with a time-ball at
St. John, N.B. and Halifax respectively, for the benefit of the shipping interests at these im-
portant places, both of which will be in operation before the closc of 1869.

SHIPPING MASTERS.

There is only one shipping muster’s office in the Dominion which requires any pecuniary
aid from the Government, viz: at Qucbec, as it appears that the fees nt that port are not
sufficient to maintain the office. During the year ended 30th June, 1868, the sum of $1200
was voted by Parliamcnt to muintain this office, in addition to the fees reccived from the
shipping, and the zame amount w.s expended. The shipping master and his deputy at that
port receive asalary of $1000 each. At all the other portsin the Dominion, where there are
shipping masters or ac.ing shipping masters, the fees arc the only remuneration recoived for
the performance of the duties.

A Bill has been prepired by this Department, relating to the shipping of scamen and
apprentices in { anada, in which provision has been made for assimilating all the laws in the
Dominion relating to this important subject, and creating a uniform system of shipping sea-
men, and remunerating the shipping masters by fees, for such services as they may render to
the shipping in this respect, so as to free the public trcasury from any charge on account of
this gervice.

At the port of St. John, New Brunswick, the shipping master has for many years been
réemunerated by fees only, and the system there has been found to work well. It is proposed
in tke Bill alluded to, to assimilate the laws relating to the shipping of seamen as ncar as
circum: tances will permit to the laws in force in the United Kingdom in conncction with this
branch of the public service, and also to make stringent provisions to stop erimping, more
partieularly at the large scaports where new ships arc fitted out.

In the same Bill provision will also be made for the examination of candidates for certi-
ficates of competency as masters and mates, and granting to such persons as can pass the
necessary examination, proper certificates accordingly. Up to arecent period the conscnt of the
British Government could not be obtained to acknowledge any certificates of competency
which might be granted to masters or mates by the Government of Canada, and until such
acknowledgment could be obtained, Canadian certificates would be of very little use, as the
holders of them could not legally proceed to sea from the United Kingdom to any country
except Canada, either as masters or mates of their vessels, without undergoing an examina-
tion in the United Kingdom, and obtaining certificatcs of competency, or ervice from the
Board of Trade in England.



Shortly after I assumed office in this department, I brought under the notice of the
British Government and the Board of Trade, through the proper channel, the state of the
law in this respect, and the injurious nature of its operation o our shipping, s it might
prevent a master of a Canadian ship from going to sea from the United Kingdol.n as master
of his own vessel, if he could not succeed in passing the necessary cxamination in that
country. The Government on the report of this department availed themselves of the
presence in England of the Honorable Sir George E. Cartier, and the Honorable William
McDougall, C. B. to discuss the matter with the President of the Board of Trade, and the
result has been that the British Government consented to introduce a Bill into the British
Parliament viving them power to recognize colonial certificates of competency, when the
Board of Trade has reported that the systsm of cxamination adopted by the colony granting
certificates is satisfactory to the Board. This will facilitate the interests of colonial shipping
while in Kngland to a very considerable extent, and will scttle a question which has long been
a source of gricvance to British North American shipmasters and mates, while with their
vessels in the United Kingdem. )

REGISTRY OF SHIPPING.

Tmmediately after I had assumed the duties of this Department, I noticed that an
anomaly existed with reference to the registry of shipping in Canada, and that the provisions
of the Imperial Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, part second, having rcference to ;the registry
of shipping, was in force in the Province of Quebec, with reference to sea going vessels, while
the Canadian Act respecting the registration of inland vessels, Cap. 41, Consolidated Statutes
of Canada, was in force in Ontario. At Montreal, sea going vessels are registered under the
Imperial Act, while inland vessels are registered under the Provincial Act.

The Imperial Act allows forcign vessels to be registered as British Ships on becoming
the property of British subjects, while the Provincial Agct provides that no certificate of
ownership shall be granted to any vessel not wholly built in the Province of Canada.

The 17th Section of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, provides that the second part of
that Act relating to the registry of shipping shall apply to the whole of Her Majesty's
Dominions, which would secm to imply that it should be in operation in Ontario as well as
every other portion of Her Majesty’s Dominions, until repealed by the Legislature of the
Country and such repeal sanctioned by Her Majosty in Council.

The 19th Scction of the samo Aot provides that every British ship must be registered
i the manner mentioned in the Act, with the cxception of ships duly 'registered before the
1st of May, 1855, and ships not cxcceding fifteen tons, employed solcly in coasting, &c., and
ships not excecding thirty tons, not having a whole or fixed deck, and employed solely in
fishing or trading coastwisc in British North America.

Section 2 of the Imperial Merchant Shipping Act 1854, provides that in the construction
and for the purposes of that Act, the word Ship shall include every deseription of vessel
uscd in navigation not propelled by oars.

Under theso ciroumstances therefore it would appear, that the Merchant Shipping Act
applied to all inland vessels in Ontario, with the exception of those named, and as it is very
desirable that one system of registry and measurement should prevail in all parts of Canada,
I reconmended to Government that a measure should be submitted to Parliament recog-
nizing the provisions of the Merchaut Shipping, Act to be in force in all parts of the



Dominion, and in accordance with my recommendation a Bill was prepared by this Depart,
ment and has been submitted to Parliament, to carry out the proposed change in the law-
and provide a uniform system of registering vessels throughout the whole of Canada.

It is much to be regretted that the shipping of the Dominion has not yot been placed
on as favorable a footing as the shipping of our neighbors in the States, and that they are
still excluded from the coasting trade of that country, and from the privilege of obtaining
Amecrican registers, if purchased by subjects of the United States. Considerations with a
view to securing a fair and equitable system of reciprocal trade with our neighbors have
hitherto prevented any decided action being taken with reference to this important matter,
but should it be found that there is no prospect of such trade being secured on equitable
terms of reciprocity, it will become desirable to place our ships, so far as we can, in a more
favorable position, for the purpose of enabling them to compete with foreign shipping.

SIGNAL STATIONS.

At Halifax a detachment of the Royal Artillery, perform the service of signalling ships
when they arrive off the harbor, and pave a signal station at Sambro’ Island, near the
entrance of Halifax Harbor. The party consists of 2 non-commissioned officer, and four
gunners with a battery of four guns. These guns are fired in answer to guns heard at sea,
in thick weather, and have been of great service to the shipping. These men are paid a
small sum in addition to their regular pay, and the cost of the service at Halifax during the
year ended 30th June, 1868, was $1335.88.

At St. John, N. B. this duty is performed by a person residing on Partridge Island, at
the entrance of the harbor, who has been temporarily employed by this department for the
purpose. The cost of the service at St. John for jthe year ended 30th June, 1868, was
$260.55. No other signal stations are maintained in the Dominion.

REWARDS FOR SAVING LIFE.

I have had occasion to bring under the notice of the Government of Canada several
cases where masters of vessels and others have nobly and bravely risked their lives at sea in
saving the lives of others, and I have recommended that in such cases some acknowledgment
of the services rendered should be made by the Government, as is done in all other maritime
countries ; and T have been authorized by the Government in the cases alluded to, to procure
suitable testimonials, to be presented in the name of the Government to the persons who have
rendered such valuable services in saving life and property.

DRY DOCKS.

I brought some time ago under the noticc of the civic authorities of some of the principal
cities of the Maritime Provinces, the importance of an Act passed by the Imperial Parliament
in 1865, intituled : “The Colonial Docks Loan Bill,” which authorizes the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty to lend an amount not exceeding £20,000 Sterling to corporate
bodies or individuals in the Colonies on certain conditions, to aid them in constructing
suitable Docks for repairing vessels of the largest class, particularly ships of war. The Lords
of the Admiralty consider the depth of such a Dock ax would receive their approval and
recommendation for the loan, should not be less than twenty-seven feet at high water spring

tides.

Lo



10

No Dock has yet been constructed at any of the principal seaports of the Dominion of
such a description as would entitle it to obtain the loan alluded to from the British Govern-
ment, but it is probable that a suitable Dry Dock for repairing the larger class of vessels may
yet be built at Quebec, Halifax and St. John respectively, with the inducement held out by
the authorities of the Imperial Government, and there can be little doubt that if such a Dock
was built at each of the places named, they would prove pot only remunerative, but, if pro-
perly managed, of great service to the maritime interests of the Dominion.

At Halifax, medium sized vessels can be hauled up and repaired on a marine railway,
but it cannot accommodate vessels of a large class, and there is very little rise and fall of tide
at that port, which renders it somewhat difficult to repair that description of vessels.

At St. John the rise and fall of tide is very great, and vessels are usually repaired on
the slips when the tide is out, but the work has to cease when the tide comes in, giving only
but a small portion of the day for actual work.

At Quebec the rise and fall of tide is not great, and a large substantial Dry Dock is
very much wanted there during the season of navigation, so as large ships of war and other
large vessels which frequent that port could be speedi]y‘repaired when necessary.

ENQUIRY INTO WRECKS.

Frequent representations have been made to me, verbally and otherwise, from time to
time, by persons interested in shipping and underwriting, urging the necessity of an official
enquiry in the cases of wrecks taking place on the coasts, lakes or rivers of Canada, and
places adjacent thereto, 50 as an authentic record could be laid before Parliament and the
public generally, once a year, shewing the cause of such wrecks, and whether blame could be
properly attributed to those in charge of the vessels wrecked, or whether such wrecks were
caused by the want of sufficient lights or other marks to warn their crews of danger.

With the consent of my colleagues in the Government, I introduced a Billin the Senate, -
providing the necessary machinery for holding preliminary inquiries into the cause of such
wrecks, as well as for providing for a formal investigation in cases where loss of life has
occurred, or where it appears to the Government desirable that a proper court or tribunal
should make a thorough investigation on the spot into all the circumstances connected with
such disasters. If this measure becomes law, I have no doubt that it will be productive of
great advantage, not only to the ship owners and underwriters in this country, but also tosuch

persons in the United Kingdom as are interestsd in shipping trading to Canada, either as
owners or underwriters.

FISHERIES.

At the date of the confederation of the Provinces, the official business relating to the

fisheries, had been for several years organized and managed 28 a branch of the department of

Crown Lands, for the united provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. 1In the sister provin-
ces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick no similar organization existed. There were how-
ever in these latter provinces certain statutory and municipal regulations existing : but owing
to the want of effective machinery to enforce them, and a proper system unde:’ which th:
restrictions thus provided could be applied, they produced scarcely amy praotical benefits
consequently the fisheries were subject to serious abuses that in many respects had a.lrea.d}:
reduced them almost to exhaustion. The very extensive fishing interests of ‘the maritime
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population of those provinces, and the great commercial importance of their coast and river
fisheries, rendered it highly desirable that some uniform and efficient system should be devised
under which the general «“Sea Coast and Inland Fisheries” of the Dominion, as placed under
control of the federal government, might be regulated, protected, and developed. I
found that after a few years application of various legislative enactments, carried out
through the fishery office, the Canadian Government had effected material improvements in the
condition of the provincial fisheries, and that some further encouraging results still attended
the operations of the department. Such being the case, I deemed it advisable to make enquiries
into the state of the laws, and the wants of the fisheriesin the maritime provinces, through the
person who had actually in charge the Canada office. With this view, I caused caveful en-
quiries to be made throughout Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, to ascertain the existing
state of things, and to determine what was requisite to be done. It was found that in many
respects the laws actually in force in those provinces, could, by supplying certain defects, and
providing suitable officers to enforce them, be made serviceable. It also appeared desirable
to maintain the official system of management already established, and by extending it to the
fisheries of the other provinces, profit by the past experience. The act organizing the Marine
and Pisheries Department therefore made provision for this purpose.

A measure was also carried in the first Dominion Parliament consolidating and amend-
ing the fishery laws. Thisis the statutc now in force, as The Fisheries Act, applicable to
Canada. Under this act the fishery lawsand regulations previously existing in Nova Scotia,
are left intact. Power is however taken to alter and amend them from time to time by
special regulations; and machinery is provided to enforce them. The New Brunswick Acts
have become incorporated with the amended laws, leaving such fishery regulations to be car-
ried out as proved applicable, and could be rendered serviceable pending the substitution of
new and improved by-laws.

‘Another important law was also passed, respecting the means of admitting foreign fishing
vesgels to fish in Canadian watersunder licenses, and conveying the necessary powers to exclude
them from the inshore fisheries. This law is like in substance and effect (but with ampler
powers and simpler process) to the statutes of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick affecting the
same subject. All of them had become necessary as auxiliaries to the Imperial Act 59 Geo.
3. Cup. 38, the enforcement of which by provincial authorities they to some extent supersede
—that statute having contemplated action and application chiefly and more directly through
imperial instructions and authority.

The carrying out in detail of these various measures will form the subject, in part, of
next year’s report.

The whole expenditure for the fisheries service in the financial year from the 1st of July
1867, to the 30th June, 1868, amounted to $32,887.49. There was collected during the
same period, as fishery revenues, a sum of $19 536.51.

In addition to the several preliminary reports on the fisheries, laid before Parliament
during the recent session, and referring principally to the latter part of the year 1867, other
progress reports and statements will be found in the different appendices herewith, numbered
from 1 to 9, and having reference to operationsin the course of the current season.

Respectfully submitted,
P. MITCHELL.
Ottawa, 7Tth June, 1869.
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Statement of office work.

Schedule of Fishery Officers, Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick.

Reports of W. H. Venning, Esq., Inspector of Fisheries for Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, and of W. H. Rogers, Esq., Fishery Officer on
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick fisheries.

. Report of Theophile Tetu, Esq., onuhe fisheries of the Gulf of St. Law-

rence in 1868.

. Remarks and statements on the fisheries of the south shore of the river

St. Lawrence, condensed from the reports of A. Blais, Esq., Fishery
Qverseer.

. Reportof 8. Wilmot, Esq., Fishery Officer, on the fish-breeding operations

under his charge, at Newcastle, Ontario.

. Comparative statement of the fisheries, Province of Quebec.

8. Comparative statement of the fisheries, Province of Ontario.

9. Statement of fishing licenses issued to American vessels.
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APPENDIX.

APPENDIX No. 1.

STATEMENT of work of the Fisheries Branch of the Marine and Fisherics

Department, performed during period from 1st January to 31st December, 1868.

1868 | 1867 |Increase.

Letters received, examined, cntered, indexed, or otherwise disposed of,
covering '50 L T ..o| 2281 | 2229 152
Letters written, entered, indexed, and despatched, covermn- 1857 pages voao] 1163 934 229
Reports to Councll written, ent—ved indexed and carried out. 32, 26 6
Orders in Council, received, 1'egistered. copied and carried out. .. 37 15 22
Overseers’ Quarterly Accounts, examined and checked......... 100 ' 96 4
Maps, compiled and copied...... evees o 127 62 65
Special statements, and memomndm tor Mlulstnr cov ermg 21 pnges 17 12 5
Requisitions for cheques.. Ceteeeas Cevenea 340 ‘ 238 102
Miscellanecus documents, prepared and copxed cov cnng 1806 pages.. 1800 | 1200 600
Licenses made out and dchvered . 382 1 221 161
Circulargwritten to Overseers and others.......... . 184 149 35
Duplicate and triplicate letters to Overseers.... ..., oo cviiiiiiinan, 98 36 62

|
| 6061 | 5218 | 1443

Certified

W. F. WHITCHER,
Department of Marine and Fisheries,

Fisheries Branch,
Ottawa, 1868.

P. MITCHELL,
N Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
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APPENDIX No. 2.

ScHEDULE of Fishery Officers in the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, and New
Brunswick, appointed under the Fisheries Act (1868), with Districts, Post
Office Address, Salary, &ec., &c., distinguishing those who being Fishery
Overseers are instructed to act ez officio as Magistrates from those who act
in the capacity of Fishery Wardens, and do not exercise magisterial powers.

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

| Overseer
Name. District, Address. I or Salary.
’ Warden.
! |
. | $ c.
Henry Hunt......... Larue’s Island ... oo eeees ouuuo. 'Rockport Louuevee.ins .1 30 00
Jno. Wallace .ouvunn Lindoe Island, Gananoque and‘
Charleston Lakes............ Lansdown «..ovveun.n.. | 40 00
J. A. Cameron. ......... |Cornwall to Coteau du Lac ..... [Summerstown . . Y
Jno. Mooney .. .. |Brockville to Cornwall ......... IPrescott vovuvs.ne. 50 00
Peter Kiel ......... . ..., Wolfe Island and waters around,’
down to Brockville ...............;Wolfe Island 1095 00
Jog. Pierson...........|Carrying Place to Wellington. .. Consecon...... NI do 75 00
G. D.Platt........../West Point to Point Peter ... ..... Salmon Point, Picton ... do 50 00
Wm. A. Palen ....... ..|Point Peter to Petticoat Point.. . Point Peter, Cherry Val—l
) do 50 00
Jno, G. Hicks........|Petticont Point to Black River.. Point Traverse..... vene ‘ do 75 00
Wm. Plews..~ Black River to Bongard's Wharf, Cape Vesey (Cressy) ... do 50 00
Jas. K. Cameron .....|Cobourg to Napanee in the Bayl |
of Quinte, with tributary
streams and lakes, including
Rice Lake ...ccvveveeeriins creennns Cobourg ..... PR do 200 00
Chas. Wilking-. veeceeen Bay of Quinte... .|Belleville..couens v evs vens do 100 00
Samuel Wilmot..... Toronto to Presqu'ile. «+..Newcastle vy do *500 00
Joo. W. Kerry........ Whitby Hirbor to Long Point. .. Hamilton ... ..i do 200 00
P, Schram .,.... ..., Thames River and tributaries . ..|London ...... do 100 00
P. Marentette........ Thames River to Rond’Eau ..... Sandwich .. do 100 «0
8. A. MacVicar ......... \Goderich to Rond'Eau.......... Sarnis ..... do 200 60
Jno. Eastwood. ......... Goderich to Cape Hurd ......... |Southampton , . do 100 00
Geo. S. Miller ...... .. Cape Hurd to Penetanguishene..|Owen Sound ........... do 100 00
‘Wmn. Plummer....... Penetanguishene to Thessaloa
River. . ... cuveses + uveer.eeo.. | Manitowaning ......... do 160 00
Jos. Wilson......... «rese.|Thessalon River to head of Lake|
Superior..ccceve vuvuvs venieeceeen [Sault Ste. Marie.... ... do 100 00
J.8. Dennis ....... ..., Lake Simcoe and tributaries ..... |Toronto....vevuivvu.a. do 50 00
W. H.Shipman . .....{Scugog, Sturgeon, and DBalsam, ¢

Lakes...... Port Perry weveevnevenrennns do 50 00

* Ias charge of Government Fish-bxr'eedinrg establishment at GEMMW‘;M(;&, (m/,
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

Napoleon Lavoie..... lGulf and Lower St. Lawrencel .
Division...... Ceeannees 1 +ss. ' Percé (in summer), L'Ts-
. | let (in winter).......| (%) |1200 00
Alfred Blaig......... 'Pointe Lévi to Matane ......... Montmagny ........... Overseer | 200 00
Jos. L. Letourncau . ..., Cape Chatte to River Ste. Annc‘ I
l des Monts. ..., e riere e, Ste. Anne des Monts ... do 50 00
P. Vibert ......'..... Point Pcter to Percé. .oove.... Perct e iviini e do t
Jos. Eden ....coceee v ... [York, Dartmouth, and St. John!
Rivers, Gaspé Basin and Bay,l ‘
to Point Peter .............. ‘Gnivé Basin.,......... do 60 00
Jas. M. Remon ..........|Percé to Point Maquerean ,...., |Pabos ........... | do l 60 00

* Ofhicer in charge of La Canedianne. t Per-centage on issue of licenses to Am., vessela.
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ScHEDULE of Fishery officers in the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, and New
Brunswick, &c.— Continued,

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.—Continued.

l Overseer
Name. District. ‘ Address. or Salary.
i \ ‘Warden.
\ | $ c
Wm, Phelan....,..... Point Maquereau to Paspébiac
PoInt eeeevie it v e, Port Daniel .....c....uuss do 50 00
R.W. B. Uimock...... |Paspebiac Point to the River
Grand Cascapedia .......... . |New Richmond ........ do 50 00
Finlay Cook .........|Grand Cascapedia to Maguasha
Point c..oviviiiiiiiiiee vo MBS e vevaee ces do 50 00
Alex. Fraser.........|Maguasha Point to River Mata-
pedia,’including same...,.... Matapedia..coveconinan do 50 00
Jno. Mowat ...........Restigouche River, from Mission
Point upwards, including tri-
butaries in Cos. of Bonaventure
and Restigouche ........... . [Matapedia.............[ do 50 00
Jos. BeaulieU....uuruuune Esquimaux Point to Shelldrake
River coveviieiiininns s . iMingan (summer), Carle-
ton (winter) ......... do 150 00
Alex. Comeau .......|linglish Bay to Little Margaret,
River....cev vt ciiieviinan., Trinity Bay, via Bersimis! do 50 00
C. Demeule .........|River du Gouffre to Black River, |
including rivers and interior
lakes adjaceat to Murray Bay
and St. Paul's Bay.......... . !Murray Bay ...........|Warden..[ 50 00
R. Bouilliane ........|Canard River to Bersimis River, .
including the River Saguenay
and all tributary streams . ..., |Bergeronnes, via Tadou-
BAC tvuuerseannseae.. |Overseer | 100 00
S. F. Copp...........\Lakes Memphremagog, Orford
Pond, Sugar Loaf Pond, and:
Brown Lake, with tributaries.!Georgeville ...........| do 40 00
W. C. Willis........ .|Waters in district of St. Francis.| herbrooke....oco..... do 100 00
H. W. Austin..,.....|District of Richelien, together
with Richelieu River and tribu-
taries ..... e eecirseseseasass |Chambly..... cooe . do 100 00
D.McFarlane ........  Chateauguay River and tributa-
Ties . .oieeee wieniniins veviisnennnn (Huntingdon . ..., .....| do 50 00
R. McCorkill ...... ..|Yamaska River and tributaries..| West Farpham........ do 50 00
P.E. Luke .........|Missisquoi Bay in Lake Cham-
plain and Pike River ........ Philipsburg ...cvveee cunine do 50 00
Danl. Rosa ..,... ....|Lakes Beauport, St.'Charles and
adjacent lakes .................|Quebec vovuunene.as. .. |Warden,.| 50 00
G. Boily +........... |Lakes Phillippe, Gagné, and ad-
jacent lakes,...vu vereesvenss [QUEDEC weviiiiien inneinnn|  dO 50 00

Local guardians are also placed by the Department each season, a8 occasion requires, at Moisic
Natashquan, Watsheeshoo, Cape Whittle, and Anticosti.

*PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.

|

W.H. Venning ......|New Brunswick and NovaScotia/St. John, N.B...... ,.,.| Insp. of
. Fisheries|1400 00
E. Ferguson..... «++ .| Little Dune River to Morris’ Rock|Dalhousie...i...uvs vuresesss [UVersesr | 100 00
Jas, Hickson ........|River Nepissiguit and tributaries, |

with sea-coast and streams I

from Bathurst Harbour to Belle ‘

Dune River, both inclusive....|Bathurst .. iouaveisaans do 150 00
Jno. Meahan, jr.........|Barrean Point to Bathurst Harbor|Bathurst ....e..ceiviens. do l 100 00
Juste Hache,usssouos [Oyster beds in County of Glou-

cester, Carraquet and Shippe- I

BAN.. . cevrnrirsecrareneserecsson sesess | CATTAQUEL sesrinre 0uvasn| dO I 100 00
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ScHEDULE of Fishery officers in the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, and New
Brunawick, &c.—Continued.

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.—Continued.

Overseer
Name. District. Address. and Salary.
| Warden,
I
- $ c
......................... Pockmouche, W. O., Co.
Jno. L Veno ........|Pockmouche GrloucesstexZ ...... .|Warden..| 30 00
ini i6 vvrves v eersenressss |Tracadie W. O County
Justinian Savoy...... Tracadie .... Aot CSLOE mommrrrorroee s Overseer| 30 09
Thos. Sav0y. ... s+, |Burnt Church River and tributa-
THES v iveve voeecrvnonsannsns .|Upper Neguac, Co. Nor-
thumberland ....... ' do 30 00
Alex. Murray ... .|Tabusintac River and tributaries| Tabusintac, Mir vecvee.a-. do 30 00
And. Grant............ |Miramichi River and Bay, with
tributaries below east end of
Beaubair's Island, and fishing
ground north of main channel|Chatham, Mir v s ees do 100 00
Amos Perley ... Miramichi River and Bay, east of
Beaubair’s Island in the Parish
of Glenelg and Chatbam......... Chathawm, Mir ..coievens do 100 00
Chris. Parker,....... Miramichi River and tributaries,
from Newecastle to Price's Ts-
1and, between Beaubair's Island
l and Boiestown ....eceevienen Neweastle eerees veeeroenns do 160 00
Jno. Hogan.....,.eee Miramichi River (N. W.) and tri-
butaries, from East end of
. Beaubair's Island upwards.. .|Newecastle.....cuv.u | do 160 00
J. Johnston.......... Miramichi River (N.W.) from
Beubair's Island upwards, ex-
| cepting Little 8. W......... North Esk, Miramichi ...|Warden..| 30 00
Aaron Hovey........ |Miramichi River (S. W.) and tri-
butaries, between Blissficld and
BOIESLOWN 1 v oe veurearnarnnn Boiestown, Northumber-
land Co.vvvvnnnnennn do 30 00
Jno. Jardine....... ... [From Elm Tree Brook to Squire
Underhill's on S.W. to Mirami-
chi River.. vesareeenoe..|Blackville, Indian Town,
’ Northumberland Co.. do 30 00
Kenneth Cameron.... Miramichi River (S. W.) from
. line of Blissfiled to the head-
waters and tributaries........ Boiestown, Miramichi ., |Overseer | 100 00
Hugh Miller ......... [Miramichi River (S.W.) from head
waters to Forks . ........ .|Glassville, Carleton Co. do 30 00
Henry Vye, sen w.. ot From Beaubair's Isla.nd to "Par-
ker’s on South-west, and from
said Island to Hutchison’s
Ferry Road on North west....|Newcastle, Miramichi .. Warden..;, 30 00
Wm. Hawe .......... oo |Cain’s River and tributaries ....|Cains River, Miramichi..[ do 30 00
Patk. Bergin ...... corene Cain’s River, Parish of Blackville|Dumphey’s P. O., Parish
of Blackville, S.W, Mir do 30 00
Geo. Smith............... [ Bartibogue River and feeders..... Lower Newcastle, W. O.
Mir ....... do 30 00
W. B, Deacon..vseas.|Shediac weveieriveeiseen s e ... |Shediag, Westmoreland. Overseer | 60 00
Jno. Wright..... .. |Petitcodiac and Memramcook
Rivers... ..|Moncton, Westmoreland|Warden..| 60 €O
Jno, Alcorn ...un.nn. Waters in Townshxp of Hmvey
and Alma {Albert Co.).. Harvey, Albert Co,.....|Overscer| 30 00
Reuben Hoben.......|St John River, from mouth of
Nerapis to lower line of Prince
William and tributaries...... Burton, W. O., Sunbury
Co vivnnnninnninen . do 100 00
Bagh Harrison ......|St. John River and tributaries,
from Long's Oreek to Tobique
River vvveeaes vinneniinnnns Woodstock, Carleton Co.| do 100 00
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ScHEDULE of Fishery officers in the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, and New
Brunswick, &e.— Continued.

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.~— Continued.

Overveer
Name. District. Address. or Salary.
Warden.
s e
F. W. Bullen ........[Tobique River.......ovecavanns Riley Brook, W. O, Vic-
toria Co ....euvanits (verseer.| 20 00
Joo. Giberson.. ......... St. Jokn River, from the Tobique
River to Grand Falls......... Andover, Victoria Co... do 20 40
Thos. Swith ......... From lower cnd of Tingley’s Is-

land on N. W. Miramichi up-
wards and the Big Sevogle....|North Esk, Miramichi .. Warden.| 30 09

Joo. Carson......... ......|From his residenee on 8. W. Mi-
rawichi to Burnt Hill ........ Ludlow, W.0., Northum-
berland .. Caeenes do 30 00
David Somers........ From T,ower side of Ox Bow on
the little South West, upwards|North Esk, Miramichi ..|Overseer., 30 00
David Whitney ......... Little South West River and tri-
butaries «.v.eesereoin unans North Esk, Miramichi..|Warden..| 30 60
Dennis Hogan....... .|Renou’s River and tributaries ....|Renou’s Bridge, W. 0.,
Northumberland Co .. do 30 00
Thos. McKenzie,.....|From Dunbar's Point on N. W.

Miramichi to lower end of
Tingley’s Island on Little S,
W., tolower side of Ox Bow.. North Esk, \Iorthumbar

land ...ce..ee do 30 00

Robt. Brimner..... .. |Napan and Black River and tri-
DUtaries soveen cvvennannnes .|Chatbam, Miramichi.... do 30 00

John Williston. ...... Bay du Vin Biver and Bay, with

Parish of Hardwick, Fox and
other Islands and stations on
South side of main channel of
Miramichi River....c ... ........|Bay du Vin,W. O., North-

umberland .1Oversee| 100 00
B.L. Cunningham....|[noer Bay, or Pagsamaquoddy. .. Chamcock W. O Char-
lotte Co........ . do 30 00
J.W.Fountain ...... Campo Bello and West Isles, with
coast and streama in Charlotie
County.. vveeseresessas.|Campo Bello, Charlotte
COuinnnrcrnnnriraneesnssanne do 100 00
Patrick Curran ......|St. Croix River.......ees ...... [Milltown, St. Stephen,
Charlotte Co .. ......|Warden.., 30 00
Lorenzo Drake....... Graod Manan Island........... Grand Manan, Charlotte
CO vavavennemesnonane Overseer.| 100 09

W. B. McLaughlin. ...|Grand Manan Spawning Ground. |Grand Manan, Charlotte
COvuvinnsnaraasonns do 240 00°

* Including boat hire, &c.

Certified,
W. F. WHITCHER.

P. MITCHELL,
Minsster of Marine and Fisheries.

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES,
Fisheries Branch, Ottawa, 1868.
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APPENDIX No. 3.

REPORT OF W. H. VENNING, ESQUIRE, INSPECTOR OF FISHERIES,
NEW BRUNSWICK & NOVA SCOTIA for 1868.

To the Honorable P. MITCHELL,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

Although the season of 1868 was far advanced, before the new Fisheries Act came into
operation, yet I have much satisfaction in reporting that its application has been attended
with good results. i

My attention, since the 22nd June last, has been mainly directed to getting the machinery
for its rigid enforcement during the present season, in good working order. With this object
in view, I have visited the principal rivers in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, have had
personal interviews with all the Overseers, and with most of the Wardens in the different
localities. I have seen that all have been properly sworn in as officers of the Department,
and explained to them the extent of their powers, and the nature or their several duties.

The state of things described in my last report, the total disregard of all laws and all
regulations, and the general laxity with which the Fishery Wardens (having taken no oath
of office, and being responsible to no one) performed their important duties, prevailed in all
localities, and much difficulty was found in enforcing the law. This difficulty was much
increased from the fact that the fishing season was well advanced before the time of my
official visit, and was being prosecuted in the mode that had heretofore prevailed, without
much attention to the size of mesh legally required, 2 total disregard of the weekly close
time, which prohibited Sunday fishing, and a general carelessness of all local regulations.

Having been instructed to deal as leniently as possible with all affairs which arose from
ignorance of the law, I desired the Overseers and Wardens to warn the offending parties,
explain to them the necessity of obeying the law, and not to proceed against them unless
they were satisfied that the offence was knowingly and deliberately committed.

Tn all cases where nets were seized or fines imposed, the offenders were conscious of
their wrong-doing, and in many cases were so determined to persist in their illegal practices
that I found it necessary to instruct the Overseers to engage additional assistance, and enforce
the law, feeling satisfied that nothirg short of vigorous measures would convince the fisher-
men that the new Law was a serious reality, and would be rigidly enforced. This decided
course of action had the desired effect, and I indulge strong hopes that the present season
will be the commencement of a new era in New Brunswick, and that in a very few years the
improved state of the rivers will afford incontestible proof of' the wisdom and utility of the
measures adopted to put a stop to the evils which have almost ruined many of the best
rivers.

In the Counties of Westmoreland and Albert, several Wardens are needed to assist the
Overseers. The few salmon that still resort to the Petitcodiac and Memramecook Rivers are
so fust disappearing in consequence of the pertinacity with which they are hunted, that it is
now a serious question whether these rivers will ever be restored by natural means. The
only hope that remains is to call in aid the 15th section of the Fisheries Act, and set apart
for three years these rivers with all their tributary streams for the natural propagation of
salmon.  This measure is loudly e.Ji «1 foi by all who appreciate the importance of pc;eservin"
this valuable fish in the only two rivers ut the head of the Bay of Fuandy, to which they 00\3
rvesort, and 1 am assured tliat it will give much satisfaction to the greut majority of the
wnhabitants. The Shediac River is still frequented by a few salmon, and the application of
the same measure to it, will give it the only chance that remains for its restoration by
natural means. In Albert County, the only two rivers in which salmon are new found, are
Upper Salmon River and Point Wolf River; the same remarks apply to these, and ’they
loudly call for the same remedy. ’

In the County of Kent, there is much need of an intelligent Qverseer and several local
Wardens to enforce the law, as the rivers are sadly neglected, and require more than ordinary
vigilance to prevent their total destruction. Cocaigne, Buctouche and Richibucto Rivers,
once teeming with salmon, trout and smelt, are now almost deserted, and immediate steps
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should be taken to prevent their being utterly ruined as fish rivers. The only effectual
means will be toset them apart for three years for natural propagation, and the measure
cannot fail to be acceptable to the intelligent and law-abiding portion of the inhabitants of
the county. The harbors at the mouths of these rivers formerly abounded with extensive
and valuable oyster beds, which are now exhausted, in consequence of excessive and illegal
raking; no chance being allowed for their reproduction. I am strongly of opinion that no
oysters should be allowed to be taken in these harbors for several years, in order that the
beds may have a chance to recuperate. Either this measure, or their lease for a term of
years to the highest bidder for the purpose of culture, is absolutely necessary to the preser-
vation of this valuable shell-fish in these localities.

In Northumberland, I am happy to be able to report a great improvement, even in the
ghort time during which the new law has been enforced. In consequence of the increased
vigilance of the officers, more attention hasbeen paid to the regulations not only in the main
river, but both in the North-West and South-West branches. Tiie weekly close time has
been better observed ; nets with meshes smaller than the law allows have been abolished, and
the curtailment of the fishing season from the 1st of Sejt-mber to the 15th of August has
allowed a fine run of salmon to reach the spawning beds. I'he Overseers report that more
breeding fish ascended the river last <eason than have been known for many previous years.
There was very considerable difficulty on the branches, and nothing but the most determined
cfforts on the part of the Overseers. John Hogan and Christopher Parker, Esquires, enabled
me to get the law enforced. On both branches I found it necessary to recommend that
additional assistance should be afforded them, and to the promptitude with which the Depart-
ment granted my request, and the faithful and effective manner in which these officers
attended to their arduous and most unpleasant duties, I attribute the great success which has
attended the new law, even in the first season of its introduction. .

As an indication of the improved state of things on the Miramichi River, I may mention
that application has already becn made to lease the fly-fishing on the Tabusintac, one ofits tribu-
taries, and on the South-west branch, while numerous enquiries have been made respecting
the facilities for angling on the North-west, the Little South-west and the Sevogle. )

Considering the very few salmon that now frequent the Tabusintac, the Big and Little
Bartibog and Burnt Church Rivers, and the persistent poaching out of season with net and
spear, that bids fair to exterininate these and the few salmon which still resort to the Big
Sevogle, on the North-west branch, and the Renous River on South-west, I would
respectfully urge that all these rivers and their tributary streams be set apart for three
years, under Section 15 of the Fisherics Act, for the natural propagation of the specics.
This measure is absolutely necessary to prevent these once fine salmen rivers from bel'ng
entirely destroyed, and if adopted will, T have no douht, effectually save them as prolific
nurseries for the main river. :

An establishment for the artificial hatching of salmon was last year erected by Messrs.
Stone and Goodfellow at North Esk on the northwest branch of the Miramichi, and permix-
sion to take spawn and milt from the parent fish, was granted them on condition that one
half of the young fish produced should be turncd alive and healthy into the river, the other
half to be their property. 1t is a matter of great regret that the high-handed proceedings, §
and obstinate persistence in disobedience to the directions of the fishery officer, of the 100111H ;
partner, Mr. Goodfellow, raised a strong prejudice among the inhabitants, and very gerionsl)
interfered with the success of the experiment. Instead of being guided by his written
instructions, this gentlemen undertook to set the overseer at defiance, and to conduct h'm
operations in a very irregular manner. The consequences were likely to be serious—for
those interested in the fisheries of the river, threatened the demolition of the premiscs, and
I was obliged to direct the overseer to enforce the provisions of the Fisheries Act, which
suspended operations at the very time most favorable for procuring milt and ova. Had Mr.
Goodfeliow respected his instructions, and been guided by the directions of the officer, :m
million of egss might easily have been laid down in the hatching house, and 70 or 75 po
cent of thesc might have been hatched. The great benefit to the public that will assuredly
be conferred by the operations of this establishment when conducted on a large scale, was tl}c
only motive that induced me to deal leniently with these illegal proceedings, and not suppress
the whole establishment, as my instructions, if carried out to the letter, gave me authority to
do. Should they be repeated, I stwongly recommend the: withdrawal of permission to take
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spawn, and the establishment of a similar hatching house by the Department. On the occa-
sion of my last visit in January the young salmon were just emerging from the eggs, and all
accounts that have since reached me, represent them as thriving rapidly. I have not yet
received a statement of the number of eggs deposited in the hatching house, and the
pumber of fish that were hatched out, but if nothing unforeseen oceurs, there will probably
be between 200 and 300,000 young salmon added to the stock of the river, the present
season, from thissource alone.

There are other localities on both the northwest and southwest branches of the Miramichi
admirably adapted for the establishment of similar breeding houses. The wonderful success
that has attended all well conducted operations in artificial hatching, and the vast numbers
of young fish produced by this process, as compared with the increase in a state of nature,
is worthy the serious attention of the Department, with a view to establish breeding houses
under its control. In no way could an appropriation be more wisely expended than in these
artificial hatching houses, which would enable the Department to re-stock the numerous rivers
which have become exhausted, as well as to increase to an unlimited extent the propagation of
this source of wealth in the rivers on which they are established. The south-west branch
of the Miramichi which has become greatly reduced, could by means of a hatching house
goon be re-stocked to its former’state, which was so productive that 2 barrel of salmon was
often exchanged for a barrel of herrings. To this subject I respectfully beg your favorable
consideration.

In Gloucester, which has of late been the best protected county in the province, owing
to the fact that its main river the Nepissiguit, has been for several years under lease for
angling purposes, the salmon fishing still continues to improve. 'The curtailment of the fish-
ing season, under the new law, has allowed many more fish thanitormerly to enter the river,
and the almost total absence of illegal practices, owing to the effective manner in which the
overseer, James Hickson, Esq., performs his official duties, enables them to cxercise their
procreative functions undisturbed. When I left the river on the 14th of October, the shallows
were swarming with breeding fish, and not a single instance of their having been  disturbed
came under the notice of the officer. The importance of guarding this river which now
yields 2 handsome revenue, and much more than pays for its own protection, is so great, that
I authorized Mr. Hickson to employ an assistant, during the latter part of the season, and
I would strongly recommend that permanent Warden be appointed for this purpose, as Mr.
Hickson's district is very extended and more than he can fully attend to unaided. The
greatly increased offerswhich have been made for angling leases this season, more than doubl-
ing those of any former year, show the importance and utility of effective guardianship, and
I trust Mr. Hickson will be allowed the requisite assistance to do his duty thoroughly.

The present state of the Nepissiguit is a signal proof of the wisdom of placing all
angling rivers under lease, as the lessees have a personal interest in their protection,k and
their pzesence on the river during the fishing scason is its most effective safequard. The
number of salmon taken by means of the rod and line, can never make any appreciable differ-
ence in a river, whilc the anglers spend 2 large amount of money in purchasing stores and
hiring assistance in the localities they visit, and experience proves them to be the most
effective guardians of a river. By their influence and example they inculeate better ideas
among the scttlers, and introduce a better state of public opinion respecting the importance
and valuc of the rivers, as nurseries for fish. I am happy to report that numerous applica-
tions have been made to lease the fly fishing of other salmon rivers, and I strongly recommend
for these, your most favorable conmderatmx‘ls as I am satisfied that if placed under lease, the
same beneficial results which have ensued in the case of the Nepissiguit, will soon be apparent
in them all.

The mackerel, herring, and oyster fisheries of Carraquet and Rhippegan, are important
and valuable. Large numbers of vesscls from Nova Scotia resort there durine the fishine
season, and gcne.rally make very good farcs. The practice of throwing over ¢ gcurry " on th:
fishing grounds is a source of complaint, and of injury to the fisheries, but its prevention is
a matter o.f great difficulty. Oystgr beds arc very extensive, and many hundred boats are
employed in this branch of the business. The same neglect of the close season has hitherto
prevailed here in common with all other localities where this valuable mollusk is found. The
attention of the local overseer has been specially directed to this matter, with instructions to
enforce the provisions of the law. It will probably be found necessary to appoint additional
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wardens to enforce the close time, as the beds are of wide extent and it is difficult for a sincle
officer to enforce it effectually. °

In the Parish of Beresford, representations have been made, and a petition forwarded to
your department, the object of which is to procure suspension of the Sunday fishing clause, on
the ground of difficulty in stormy weather. I cannot recommend compliance with this request,
as most important results, seriously affecting the interests of the fisheries, not only in this
County, but in the adjoining ones of Northumberland and Restigouche are sure to follow.
I purpose examining into this matter more closely the coming season, when I shall be prepared
to suggest a means of meeting extreme cases without resorting to so dangerous a measure as
a suspension in any locality, of the weekly close time.

In the Restigouche there has been a decided improvement in the main river, consequent
upon the better observance of the weekly close time, and the provision regulating the distance
between nets. The overseers reported a groatly increased number of breeding fish in the
river last fall, and a few years will, I have no doubt, see this river fully restored to its former
condition, as one of the finest salmon rivers in the world. Several applications have been
made for alease of its angling and, under the conditions I have recommended I strongly urge
compliance with the offers of the highest bidders. The districts of the overseers on each
side of this river are very cxtended, and more than one man can attend to without
assistance.

Taking into consideration the very oncrousduties devolving on Mr. Ferguson in looking
after the extensive net fishing between Dalhousie and Morris’ Rock, the upper end of his
district, and the large estent of coast with the intermediate rivers, Eel river, Charlo, Ben-
jamin and Jacquette, between Dalhousic and Little Belledune river, the lower end of his
district, and the utter impossibility of one man attending to the duties required, I would
recommend that this district be divided, and that an overseer be appointed for the Lower
end, extending from Litte Belledune to Eel river with a warden for the Charlo, and one for
the Jacquette. This measure will place this important part of the country under efficient
guardianship, will enable Mr. Ferguson to concentrate his attention on the upper district
where it is much needed, and will be followed by the best results. The Charlo and Jacquette
have been leased for angling, and will contribute to their own protection, and if the applica-
tions for the Restigouche and its tributaries are favorably entertained, the annual rent will
more than pay for the additional assistance needed. Mr. Mowat is a most intelligent,
energetic, and efficient officer,—his distriet is,a most extended and important one,—his duties
are performed to the extent of his ability, in a most thorough and faithful manner, and I
respectfully recommend that his salary be increased to correspond with that received by the
officcr on the New Brunswick side, and that two wardens be appointed to assist him on the
upper waters, where great injury is done by illegal netting and spearing. The rental of the
river, if placed under lease as recommended, will provide the means, and the money will be
most beneficially employed, and in the case of Mr. Mowat, most meritoriously bestowed.
_The extent of netting among the numerous islands and shoals at the head of the tide is so _
excessive that the passaad of the fish is xcriously impeded. Itsreduction is a matter of abso-
Iife necessity, and I strongly recommend that after this season no pets be allowed from any
island or middle land, but be confined to the sides of the river. While the Quebec side of
the river is fairly fished, the New Brunswick side is much overfished. The same system
should in fairness to the river be applied to both sides.

In the Saint John river T have the pleasure of reporting considerable actual improvement,
in a much more eneryetic coforcement of the law with regard to both drifting and netting.
The weekly close time has been more generally observed, and there was less trouble in cur-
tailing the fishing season than I had reason to apprehend. The vigilance of the officers in
having the pickets removed according to law, effectually stopped the fishing after the 15th of
August, as the law provides. The active exertions of F. W. Bullen, Esq., the overseer on
the Tobique, who seized and confiscated canoes, spears, and illegal nets, gave a check to the
lawless practices so long pursued in the upper waters of this river, and I have every reason
to believe that less disturbance of the spawning fish took place last season than for many
previousones. I much regret that Mr. Bullen contemplates a permanent residence in Eng}and,
whither his private affairs called him, last fall. Should he not return this spring it will be
necessary to appoint an energetic man in his place, so that the good work he so successfully
commenced may not be interrupted. This river is a fine pursery for salmon, and if illegal
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fishing could be prevented, it would soon be one of the finest angling rivers in the Province,
and would more than pay for its own thorough guardianship; but it has been for so many
years the resort of both red and white Indians, men who are utterly regardless of all law,
2ud who have become so wedded to their lawless habits of poaching, that I despair of ever
seeing them restrained except by the adoption of the extreme power of the law. Therefore,
T recommend that for three years from the 1st of May next, ‘all fishing for salmon, grilse and
salmon fry be entirely prohibited, and that the river and all its tributary streams be set apart
for the natural propagation of salmon. N othilhng,shg‘g of this measure will succeed in pre-
serving it from total destruction as a salmon river. . . o

~ " "Salmon and Aristook rivers in Victoria County, and Big and Little Presquile rivers
in Carleton County, are in the same state, and in great danger of being completely destroyed
and the application of the same measure to them, if done at once, may preserve the remnant
that still resort to these waters. .

A fishway has been placed in the dam at the mouth of the Meduxnakik, at Woodstock,
and there is now every prospect of this fine river being re-stocked with salmon. A fishway
has also been placed in the dam at the mouth of Eel river, and this stream 15 now open to
the ascent of salmon and alewives. Both these passes were put in under the superintendance
of the overseer of the district, who spent much time and took much trouble in superintend-
ing their erection. As these rivers are now open to the ascent of salmon, they should be set
apart for at least three years as breeding streams for the natural propagation of‘ the species,
in order that they may have a chance to become re-stocked. If allowed to be immediately
tished, but little advantage will be gained.

Mr. Harrison is a most efficient officer, but his district is too extended for one man to
superintend ; he has been much assisted in cases of emergency by his son Mr. James Har-
rison, who has a thorough knowledge of the duty, and is active and energetic. I respectfully
recommend that Mr, Harrison have two wardens under him, as it is impossible for him to
attend to the interests of so extended a district. A warden is much needed at the Grand
Pass, about five miles above Fredericton, where many drift nets are used contrary to law.

If an additional overseer in the neighbourhood of Fredericton, with one warden residing
higher up the river were appointed, there would be ample work of a most important charac-
ter for them to perform in enforcing the law against saw-dust and mill-rubbish in the mills on
the Nashwaak and St. John, which are doing serious injury to the navigation of the latter
river, and in preventing drifting in the Grand Pass and several miles above. They would
reduce the now too extensive districts of Mr. Harrison above, and of Mr. Hoben below, and
would place a most important stretch of the river under much needed guardianship. I
strongly recommend these appointments as they are loudly called for by the people of York
County, who are now without a single fishery officer, and arec complaining of the injury done
to the fisheries in consequence.

The distriet of Reuben Hoben is so extensive, that unassisted, he cannot possibly attend
to it, and to enable him to guard it effectually, he will need two or more wardeuns to act in
concert with him.

One or two wardens are greatly nceded on Salmon River at the head of Grand Lake,
as the distance from Mr. Hoben's residence is too great to admit of his personal attention.
This river and also the Gaspereau river are now in a fair way of being totally depopulated,
although considerable numbers of salmon and alewives still ascend them. Illegal netting
and spearing are pursued without hindrance, as the fish [are decreasing every year. If
both these rivers were set apart for natural propagation for three years, there would be some
hope of saving them, and I am assured that by all reasonable men with whom I conversed
in the neighbourhood, that this measure would give great satisfaction. Charles Burpec, Esq.,
M. P., the late Provincial overseer and Reuben Hoben, Esq., the present overseer under the
new law, both agree with me in the advisability of adopting this course.

An overseer and two wardens are needed to protect the Kennebecasis and Smith’s creck
in the vicinity of Sussex-vale. Last season quite a number of salmon were seen in hoth
these streams, but there is reason to believe that most of them fell a prey to the spear of the
poacher.  These streams are so admirably adapted as nurseries that I can only repeat the
opinion I expressed in my last report, that all fishing for salmon should be prohibited in the
K- aebecasis and its branches at least for three years. Nothing short of this extreme mea-
sure will save a most extensive and once valuable salmon river from utter destruction. In a
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special report I have called your attention to this particular case, and have recommended
that the Kennebecasis, and its branches be set apart for breeding purposes ; I have no hesita-
tion in expressing my firm conviction that this step is absolutely necessary to its preservation
and will eventually, be a boon to the public.

From St. John to the head of the Bay of Fundy the rivers are still in the same state as
described in my last report. The various mill-owners have, however, been notified, and
requested to place fishways in their dams, which will be done, I trust, during the present
season. As soon as these rivers are opened to the ascent of fish, some additional wardens
will be needed to protect them. The only streams to which salmon now resort on this part
of the coast are Gardener’s creek, Teignmouth or ten mile creek, Great Salmon river, in St.
John county, Point Wolfe river and Upper Salmon river, in Albert county, and these are
very few in number. They are hunted to death with pitchforks, whenever they are secn,
and no opportnnity is afforded them to perform the functions of propagation. All these
rivers should be set apart for at least three years, as natural breeding places, under the 15th
section of the Act, as the only means of saving the remnant that still remains.

The St. Croix river is still in the same state as described in my last report. I have
been in correspondence with the commissioners of the State of Maine and they express every
willingness to eo-operate with your department in all measures calculated to restore and
protect this once valuable fish river. Sites have been selected in various dams for fish-ways,
and I indulge the hope that the present season will see this fine river made passable for the
three species of migratory fish—salmon, shad, and alewives,—with which its waters formerly
teemed.

The American authorities, lately so apathetic on the subject of their river fisheries, have
now their eyes opened to their vast importance, and are already in advance of us, in their
wise and enlightened policy on this subject. They are successfully stocking their rivers by
artificial means, and the reports of their commissioners shew that vast sums have been ex-
pended in endeavouring to restore rivers which their former apathy had allowed to become
exhausted. In view of the speedy opening of this river, and in order to preserve the fish
that may enter it, I strongly recommend that the Denis river, and that portion of the St.
Croix river and its?nﬁx/tifimﬁow through Canadian territory be set apart for the
watural propagation of Salmon, Shad, and Alewives. The American authorities will enforce
this measire on that portion of the river and its tributaries flowing through the State of
Maine, and uniform action is absolutely necessary to secure the re-stocking of the river.

In August and September I visited the -Counties of Lunenburg, Halifax, Guysboro,
Antigonish and Pictou, in Nova Scotia. I examined the principal rivers and streams in
these counties, inspected the mill dams, and gathered all the information possible with regard
to the wants of the fisheries. ~ The protection of the fisheries in Nova Scotia is a subject of
great importance, as their prosecution forms the principal employment of the inhabitants of
all its seaboard counties, the rivers frequented by migratory fish are so numerous and
important, and illegal practices are so general, that a large number of overseers and wardens
will be necessary to their protection. .

A partial report on the state of various rivers was made last year: this is now sup-
plemented by a further report from Mr. Rogers, who, under snecial instructions, personally
visited the remaining counties, while I was occupied elsewhere : this I subjoin for your
information. You will at once perceive the causes that have led to the late failure of the
Coast Tisheries, and will also see the necessity that exists for immediate steps being taken
to remove these causes. In Nova Scotia as well as in New Brunswick the stoppage of rivers
by impassable d2ms which prevent the fish from reaching their breeding places, illegal netting;,
persistent use of the spear, and a disregard of all laws and regulations, are the prolific causes
of the rapid falling off in river fisheries, and the failing supply of food (formerly furnished by
the countless thousands of young fishes which teemed in the rivers, and throughout the whole
extent of the Nova Scotia coast), has caused the deep sea fishes to desert these lopalxtles and
seek sustenance in other directions. There can be no doubt that the falling off in the coast
fisheries of this Province is owing to the destruction of the river fisheries, and just as soon as
the supply of food is restored, just so soon will the various deep sea fishes be again attracted
to these shores. 'This is no mere theory, but is a truth clearly supported by accumulated
proofs; and this truth clearly shows the value and importance of our river fisheries, not
alone for their own immediate products, but also as the source whence myriads of valuable
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sea-fish derive their supplies of food, the search after which brings them within the fisherman’s
reach, and enables him to utilize them as an article of food and commerce.

The river fisheries in both Provinces have so long been subject to all kinds of abuses,
that no great improvement can reasonably be expected in a single season, especially with such
limited assistance as has yet becn provided ; but much good has been done in various locali-
ties, the result of which is not yet so apparent as in New Brunswick. One great object
attained hag been the conviction forced upon the minds of poache_rs and law.less fishermen,
that the present fishery laws are a serious matter, and that their breach will assuredly be
followed by their penalties in all cases where the offence can he brought home to the perpetra-
tor.  The officers also, under the present system, feel that they are responsible to the
Department for the proper fulfillment of their duty,—they know that they will now be sus-
tained in its performance, and instead of having to appeal to a magistrate who takes no notice
of their complaints, they now possess the power of summary action which prevents the escape
of an offender caught in the act.

Upon the whole 1 feel much gratified at the successful re:sults attained, and am very
hopeful of the future ; feeling assured that a very few years will prove, even to the most
sceptical, that the new law, and the new mode of enforcing its wise provisions, will be not
only a great boon to the fishermen, but 2 great henefit to the country.

Daring the last winter, the coast fishing in the Bay of Fundy has been unusually good.
Immense shoals of herrings have frequented all the inlets and harbors from Passamaquoddy
to St. John, and the deep sea fishes, cod, haddock and hake have followed them in unusually
large numbers. The fishermen have beecn actively and profitably employed and a ready
market was found for the fresh fish, both in the Province and the United States. This im-
provement in the fisheries of the Bay of Fundy, I attribute in a great measure to the better
protection of the vast spawning grounds off the southern head of Grand Manan, and shows
conclusively the importance of its guardship. )

Large numbers of American vessels have as usual encroached on our fishing crounds.
These consist of two classes, trading vessels and fishing vessels. The former buy fish from
the shore people, paying them in cash or goods at their own prices, the latter buy all they
can, and catch all they can. As far as I could learn, these vessels never make entry at the
customs, never pay tonnage dues, nor any duty on the goods brought for the prosceution of
their trade. This system has been carried on for years, and was formerly considered by the
people along shore rather an advantage than otherwise, for it gave them a ready market for
their fish, and supplied them with goods at a cheaper rate than our dealers, who paid cus-
toms duties, could furnish them. This winter, however, the number of American vessels
attracted by the unprecedented good fishing was more than usually numerous, and in some
localities, such as Lepreaux, New River and St. George Harbors, there werc sometimes from
20 to 30 vessels, and they took up so much room that our fishermen were comparatively
crowded out, and made complaints to the local authorities. These complaints did not reach
me until just at the close of the fishing season ; consequently I was unable to take any steps
to remove the evils complained of. When warned off by the local authorities, the captains
of these vessels refused to leave, asserting that they would not move until forcibly driven off.
The overseers of the county of Charlotte, in which most of these encroachments were made,
reside at too great a distance to be applied to in an emergency of thiskind, and the Revenue
officers do not appear to have troubled themselves much about the matter, and thus much
dissatisfaction was occasioned among the fishermen, who were naturally indignant at seeing
their best fishing grounds occupied by foreigners.

Tu my former report, I called attention to this matter, as it is becoming year after year
more and more serious, and nothing short of the presence of an armed cutter wili effectually put
a stop to these audacious trespassers. In the meantime I strongly urge the appointment of a com-
petent intelligent man, with magisterial power, as overscer for the eustern district of Charlotte
County, comprising the parishes of St. (teorge, Pennfield and Lepreaux, with local wardens
in the several parishes to act under his direction. This officcr should have power to swear
in 4 boat’s crew of armed men, and in cases of cmergeney take such steps as the exigencies of
the case might demand. This measure may have the effect of keeping these foreign vessels
out of our harbors, but an armed vessel is necessary to enforce the stipulations of the treaty,
and keep them three leagues outside of headlands, and bays. I trust the matter will receive



the attention of thc Government, as fishery overseers and wardens are powerless to meet this
abuse.
On the 6th of March last, I had the honor of making a special report on the subject,

and I again urge your special attention to the recommendations therein submitted for your
consideration,

The following is the subatance of Mr. Roger’s report, to which allusion is‘made in a
preceding page :—

The season having been so far advanced when I received my appointment, I have been
obliged to hurry over the Province, and have not been able to collect such facts and informa-
tion as are needed to enable me to place before you anything like an adequate report of our
inland fisheries.

The facts which I shall give however, in the following pages, will suffice to show how
little value the people of this Province put upon this great source of wealth, the thoughtless
destruction of the rivers by mill-owners, as well as the wicked slaughter of fish during the
spuwning seasou by poachers, in the use of all kinds of traps, spears and nets, is paintul to
contemplate.

1t is encouraging to find however, that sufficient fish still visit most of our rivers, to
restock them by proper management, in a few years, and I have but little doubt that the |
present machinery for the enforcement of the laws will have the desired cffeet on most of
our rivers. .

I am of opinion that it would tend much to do away with the present feeling which
exists against the law on some of our rivers if proper information were given to the people,
either by public lectures or printed matter, upon the vast importance of the river fisheries.

" But few people aie aware to what extent they are injuring themselves, or how our coast
fisheries are affected by the scarcity of young fish from the rivers. If proper information were
given upon these and other features of this great natural resource of the country, it would
doubtless render the work much easier for the officers.

After receiving my appointment in August, in accordance with my instructions, I pro-
ceeded to Cumberland county, and visited the various rivers with as little delay as possible.
This county being very extensive and containing important rivers, »s well on the Bay of
Fundy as on the Gulf of St. Lawrence, T found it necessary to divide it into two districts,
with an overseer for cach, at a salary of $100, and: have, with the consent of the
representatives for the county, recommended Thomas H. Patton, Hsq.. of River hilip, for
the Eastern, and George Dimock, Esq., of Amherst, for the Western District.

Wallace I2iver was once one of the best in the province of its size for salmon ; its clear,
bright waters being mostly fed by streams; its splendid gravelly bottom, its rapids and run-
ning streams seem to proclaim its adaptation for the propagation of salmon and trout, which
formerly swarmed in its waters, but the universal mill dam has entirely destroyed the fish.
Three or four dums effectually impede their progress, and the heartless poacher plys his
calling at the lower dam, until almogt the last fish has becn destroyed.  We hope, however,
in a few years to have it restocked. The mill owners will put in proper fish ladders without
much trouble, and most of the inhabitants will unite with the officers in carrying out the law.

The tales told me by some of the oldest inhabitanis, of the -ahundance as well as the
destruction of fish on this river in former years are almost incredible, yet I know they are
substantially true. Formerly, codfish were abundant at the Harbour’s Mouth, but at present
there are none. The same is true of all the harbours along this shore ; the loss to the country
is most serious. . . .

I am informed that the local government of this province (upon what authority T
cannot say), granted a lease of certain oyster beds in Wa]_lace harbour to Alexander Me-
Farlane, Esq., for the purpose of cultivating oysters. The inhabitants generally are very
much opposed to any such grant, as the mussel beds and the mud on the fllats is invaluable
for manure, and the granting of these privileges to Mr. McFarlane has entirely deprived them
of its use. I am not prepared at present to say whether the right to cultivate oysters may
not be held by private individuals without interffermg with the manure referred to. . When
the ice goes out in the spring T will be able to judge better. It is a matter of_coqsxder.able
importance and very desirable to encourage, as far as possible, private enterprise in this as
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well as many other branches of our invaluable fiisheries, and I have no ‘doubt*that oysters
may be profitably cultivated, not only at Wallace, but Pugwash and Tataaegouehe as well ;
and I hope the day is not distant when private cnferprise ‘will developy” this branch of our
natural resources to the advantage of the province as well as to all concerned.

Pugwash River, although of considerable importance formerly in the production of
gaspereaux, I doubt very much if it is susceptible of much improvement in the production
of salmon ; an impassable dam effectually obstructs the passage of allkinds of fish at the head
of the tide.

River Philip was formerly one of the most celebrated in the Province for its salmon,
trout and gaspereaux fishing. ~ (‘onsiderable numbers of fish are still taken there; probably
not less than from 1,000 to 1,500 salmon are apnually eaught in its waters, but the wonder
is that there is a single fish left. Mill dams obstruct their passage to about half a'mile above
the head of the tide, and the inhabitants]did their work of death at the mill, without
let or hindrance, until the present season. We have succeeded in checking them a little, and
next year we hope to press them still harder. The mill owners manifest every disposition to
obey the law; some of them have done so already. Thomas Thompson, Esq., and Samue]
Bent, the proprietors of the two lower mills, have put fish ladders in the dams during the
last autumn, in obedience to my instructions, and I am credibly informed that salmon have
passed up the river through them: this is encouraging, and is some evidence of progress. I
hope, in another year, to have many instances of the same kind to record. Salmon formerly
ascended 10 to 15 miles above tide waters; from its mouth to the head of the tide is about
12 miles. The principal part of the salmon are taken on this part of the river by netting.
Nets were set from bank to bank and from the surface of the water to the bottom, and it is
astonishing how a single fish escaped, as no weekly close time was observed. I visited the
river one Sabbath night early in QOctober, and had the pleasure of confiseating some 7 or 8
nets; but the night being dark, T subsequently learned that I passed over several more:
however, this will teach these wicked people to be more considerate in the future. They
begin to feel that we are in earnest in this business; the better portion of society is with us;
unprincipled men we shall for some time have to punish.

Shinimicas River is in much the same condition as those referred to above; still, though
much smaller, it is eapable of becoming an importagt fishing stream.

These are the only rivers of importance on the Gulf side of Cumberland. There are
one one or iwo smnaller streams in which gaspereaux were formerly taken to some extent,
which may be worth our attention byc and bye. After the more important rivers are pro-
perly developed, the work on the smaller ones will he casy.

CUMBERLAND WEST,

Laplanche River is a small stream which takes its vise in some lakes at the head of the
Amnerst marshes, and emptics into the Cumberland basin; it was formerly a valuable
gasperaux and shad fishery, but a formidable aboitear near its mouth, effectually impedes the
passage of fish of any kind, still there are considerable numbers taken below this structure.

The alewives ascend the rivers during the month of May and June.

T cannot at present see any mode by which these valnable fish can be allowed to ‘pass up
rivers so obstructed. _

Nappan Eiver is of some considerable importance as a gaspereaux fishery, and is sus-
ceptible of much improvement, its mouth is but a few miles from the Laplam:,he and one
warden will be sufficient to protect hoth at present. ’

Moaccan River extend from its mouth on the Cumberland basin some fifteen miles to
its source, in the Maccan mountains. ’

There arc no very serious obstructions to overcome in reaching its best spawning
grounds, there are however some mills above on its branches, which prove very damaging, on
account of the sawdust and mill rubbish, which ave recklessty thrown into the river. ’

A few salmon and trout are still taken there, the latter in considerable numbers. One
warden will be quite vufficient for its protection. . )

River Hebert is a considerable stream, which takes its rise in the Fullerton Lake, on
the Parrsboro road, and ewpties into the Cumberland basin at Minudie some twenty-five miles
from its source. ’



A short distance above the "tide there is 2 mill dam, which effectually obstructs the
passage of fish, and will require a fish ladder. The proprietor, James Iickman, Esq., of
Amherst, manifests every disposition to obey the law and put the necessary pass in his dam.
For its size there is no more valuable river in this province; some ten years ago, before it
was obstructed, salmon, alewives and trout, were taken here in abundance. Both this and
Maccan river have been applied for as artificial breeding waters, and [ strongly recommend
their being leased for that purpose.

Parrsbore River is a small stream of some eightor nine miles in extent, it is obstructed
by three mill dams; formerly salmon were taken in this river in considerable numbers, and
still visit it to some extent ; there are no alewives, I am informed, in this stream.

Ramshead, Diligent and Fox River are small streams, emptying info the Bay of Fundy,
they are quite short and rapid, but are of some importance in the production of' salmon and
trout, and will require protection. Shad and herring are caught along the flres of this part
of the country, in considerable quantities. )

COLCHESTER COUNTY.

Along the north shore of the Cobequid Bay, from Five Islands to Novth River, near
Truro, there are several small streams of more or less. importance for salmon, trout and gas-
pereaux fishing, and will well repay the expenditure of a little time and money in their
protection.

Shad in large quantities are taken all along thig shore, and is proving very remunera-
tive to those engaged in it, and seems to be more certain than many other branches of the
fisheries in this country.

The modes of taking those fish are chicfly by weirs and drift nets.  This important
fishery will nequire some legislation to prctect it.

Waugh's River, at the head of the Tatamagouche harbour, on the (inlf ot St. Lawrence,
was formerly of great importance as a salmon fishery, but has been almost entirely destroyed
by the inhabitants. Sweep nets, spears and mill dams, have produced their usual results
here, but with more sad results than in most rivers; yet notwithstanding there are consider-
able salmon and trout caught there, from year to year. Tt will be diflicult—probably as much
g0 as on any river in the Dominion—to enforce the laws for the protection of the fish; the
people seeming to think that they have a right to kill and destroy as they please.

North and Salmon River, at the head of the Cobequid Bay, arc both considerable
streams, and have been very productive in salmon and trout. The usual appliances and
modes of taking fish, have been in constant use here to the almost total destruction of them
in both rivers, atill there are some fish left, and with proper attention and watchfulness on
the part of the officers in charge, no doubt much can be done in the wuy of improvement.

Stewiucke River is a branch of the Shubenacadie and extends some thirty-five miles into
the country, and was one of the most productive in the Province, in salmon, trout and
alewives, and probably no river in the Province has been so badly used. Running as it does
through one of the finest agricultural district in the country, they arc hunted and chased day
and night, until at present but few succeed in ascending its watcrs.  With proper protection
it would soon no doubt, agein produce its usual quota to the wealth of the country.

HANTS COUNTY.

I visited Windsor on the 18th November, 1868, and procceded to examine the various
rivers in this fine County. L

The Ayon is the most importent and takes its rise in the Avon Lake which is of con-
siderable gize and part of which extends into the County of Lunenburg ; in its descent it
passes through several smaller lakes and considerable tracts of intervale land and I am
informed there are fine spawning grounds at various placcs along the river, but ‘unfortunately
a natural fall, some three miles above the head of the tide, of some fity fect high effectually
prevent the ascent of a single fish, but it could be overcome by the cxpenditure of a few
hundred dollars. . .

1 examined the river below the fall and find but very little good spawning ground; this
together with the fact that the inhabitants have been in the habit of constructing fish traps



or pounds (as they are called here) which effectually takes every fish that attempts $o ascend,
and at present there are but few fish that visit its waters. By the cxpenditure of a little
money to overcome the fall, and a vigorous enforcement of the law, in a few years, I have
no doubt but this may becone a most valuable river.

St. froir river alittle to the eastward of the Town of Windsor and emptying into the
Avon River, was once a very fine salmon river and a few still visit it. A few miles above
the tide, it branches off to the eastward and forms what is culled the IHebert river ; the
southern branch or Meunder river extends many miles into the hilly country south of Wind-
sor, several mill d:ums obstruct as usual the passage of all fish, but a few properly constructed
fish ladders will remedy this evil.

Keneteook [2iver empties into the Avon a short distance ubove Hantsport on the
opposite side of the river. It extends some thirty miles from its mouth and was formerly
very productive of salmon, trout, &c. Mill dams and poachers have, however, well nigl1
exterminated the whole fish specics from its waters, still it has the werms of prosperity left in
it and with earc, may yet bring forth fruit to the protit of the people and country.

KING'S COUNTY.

The (faspereaus is the only river of importance in this county, it may be ranked among
our most valuable rivers, but like all others is well nigh ruined; it will requirs to be looked
after shortly in order to protect the fish.

Cormwallis River is a small stream running through the village of Kentville; a few fish
still visit it, its trout fishing is of considerable importance. As it runs through the garden
of Nova Neotia, the fish are of great value and importance and should be properly protected.
Shad fishing is carried on in this county to a larze extent, and the leading men of the
county ave much interested in the protection and preservation of this valuable branch of our
resources.

There are no other rivers worthy of mention in this county.

ANNAFPOLIS COUNTY.

Aunapotis Iiver which empties into the Digby or Annapolis basin extends easterly
upwards of forty miles and extends some distance into the County of Kingand is navigable
for small eraft ux fur ag Bridgetown, fifteen miles from the old town of Annapolis Royal, which
stands at the‘mouth of the river, just where it empties into hepforesaid basin. This river is fed
by numerous brooks and strcams of large size which empty intg it from the north and south
mountains ; several of these streams as well as the main river are favorite resorts of salmon
and trout.

The first one which cmpties into the basin about & quarter of a mile below Annapolis, is
the Leguille River, and is a good salmon stream said to have no obstructions such as dams,
but is very much pouched.

The next cailed Smith’s Brook is up the river from Aunapolis town alout seven miles,
another goud stream also abounding in salmon, gaspereaux and trout. This stream is
obstructed by @ mill dan and requires a fish way. Further up the river there is a natural
fall which would be much better if partially removed. Tt is also very much poached.

Blioity Creele astrcam on the sume side of the river, with the }1ro«=«-‘1inq one, and which
18 within {wo miles of Bridgetown, is favorably situated and iz sufficiently broad and deep,
but it has Leen obstructed by a mill dam for more than two-thirds of a century. Salmen do
not now coter its mouth, but if this stream was artificially stocked it would probably be
one gf (tihe Lest on the river ; there are two other mills on the stream and fishways would be
required.

Besides these streams before mentioned and which empty into the rain river from the
southward—no large streams empty from the north, There are several others of much
importance, particularly the Nictauz which is the largest and most important branch extend-
ing about 20 miles to the routhward, and is connected with innumerable small rivers and
lakes, all of which, in times gone by, afforded spawning grounds unsurpassed by any in
America. This stream has been obstructed for upwards of thirty years by a mill dam which
18 about two miles from its mouth, and in consequence there are no salmon above this dam,



but they go in large numbers ad far as the dam and are taken by the mill owner who has taken
twenty-three salmon from below the dam, with a sweep net, at night. This stream abounds in
fine trout above the dam, more particularly ahove Patterson’s mill, which is upwards of ten
miles from the mouth, and will require a fishway.

Although the rivers of this county are not very numerous or extensive, they are of
much value, surrounded 2s they are by one of the finest agricultural distriets in the province,
and the Windsor and Annapolis Railway passes along almost its entire length.

Bear River—The eastern, which is the most important branch of this river, extends
for several miles into the County of Annapolis, and is obstructed by several mill dams and
will be under the jurisdiction of the local officers of that county.

An extensive lumbering business is done on thix river, and it will require a good amount
of tact and judgment to enforce the Jaw and vive the river that protection its importance
demands. The practice of throwing saw-dust and slabs in the river around the Anunapolis
or Digby Basin, is proving severely injurious to the herring fishery, which is of great value
to the inhabitants. I am not at present in posscsvion of the necessary information to enable
me to give with any degree of accuracy, the value of the Dighy herring fishery, but it must
be very large, as the Digby herring, smoked and packed in boxes, are an article of commerce
in all our principal towns and villages in the lower provinces, and large quantities are
cxported to other countries.

During the past year or two the American fishermen have visited this Bay in large
numbers, for the purpose of procuring those fish for bait, and in violation of cxisting laws or
treaties, catch, buy or take them in any or every way they ean.  Next year I hope to be
able to offer some suggertions with reforence to the protection of this branch of our valuahle
fisherics.

DIGBY COUNTY. .

There ave five rivers in this county ; the first, Bear river, forms the dividing line be-
tween the Counties of Dizby and Annapolis, as far as the tide waters flow, a distance of about.
five miles; at this point the river divides into two branches, the one running southerly into
the County of Dighy, the other takes an casterly dircction into the County of -Annapolis, 1t
is above 25 miles in length and is fed by a number of lakes and was onec a very fine salmon -
fishing river, but since the erection of mills on the river, the fishing has been entirely dea-
troyed. Dams have been built without fishways, saw-dust and edgings have been thrown
into the river in defiance of law for want of proper officers to enforce it. The herring fishery
at the mouth of the river has for several years been a sad failure, those interested say that
the saw-dust is the cause of it. Mtil} the river is visited by gaspereux and occasionally a
salmon is secn as far as the first dam.

I am sorry to say that the same disregard of Jaw characterises those engaged iu lumber-
ing on all our large rivers and everywhere with the same consequences.

The Grand Joggin, is asmall stream, which empties into the Annapolis Bagin ; at the
head of the tide is a grist mill and saw mill; saw-dust falls into the river; it hagno fishway;
it is visited by shad, salmon snd gaspercaux.

The Weymouth Rieer, is the largest in the county, empties itself into the St. Mary's
Bay, is about twenty-five miles in length with a number of fine tributaries, is fed by lakes,
some of which nre very large. A heavy lumbering business has boen done on this river for
some years. as a consequence the salmon fishing, which was once good, is now destroyed, the
first mill which has a double gang, stands at the head of the tide ; a dum abouf fifteen feet
high effectually obstructs the passage of the fish; the saw-dust all falix into the river. A
short distance above this is a fall of some fifteen feet which has been thought by some to be
as far as salmon cver went, this however could be remedicd at a small expense. If salmon
could have frce aceess to and from the sca, this river would soon become a profitable
fishery.

zletlaghan, River, T belicve was never a home for galmon ; there are a number of heavy
falls on the river which seem to have stopped their course. Gaspereaux still visit it but not
in as large quantities as formerly ; there are a number of mills all throwing their saw-dust
into the river which is no doubt the causc.

Salmon River has fared better, because the mills are further up stream and fewer of
them. I am informed by an intelligent Indian, that salmon are taken in the lakes on this
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river all winter. T have no doubt that with a due regard to our present laws this fishery
may be soon rendered profitable.

YARMOUTH COUNTY.

Tusket River, from its mouth at Fish Island to the head of the tide is about nine miles ;
this portion ofit isliterally crowded with weirs which are extended from the bank on each side
down into the channel several feet, rendering it almost impossible for a single fish to pass np.
For this reason T would put a clanse in the regulations forwarded some time ago, prohibit-
ing the weirs from coming within ten feet of the bank of the channel, which will render some
of those weirs of but little value to their owners, and will have the cffect of we‘zedmg them
out which is very desirable. You will also observe by reference to §a1d ‘regulations that I
have proposed to allow the fish three clesr days for passing up the river in cach week, and I
beg most respeetfully to suggest, that this rule be enforced on all the rivers of this Province
for at least a few years, until they are thoroughly restocked. . .

I fecl quite sure that no regulations can be made which will have as beneficial, practical
results, or which will be easier enforced than this close time regulation. Ifrom the head of
the tide, the main river known as the Eastern branch ascends through Kast River, Tusket
Torks, beyond Kempt in a northerly direction some ten miles or more back of Weymouth,
Digby County, being more than thirty miles distant from the village of Tusket. The first
branch known as Salmon River branch to the northwest some two miles below Tusket Vil-
lage and ascends through a succession of falls and lakes some twenty miles passing through
the most fertile land in “ Yarmouth County” and was formerly very productive of salmon
and gaspercaux, but the same reckless destruction of these fine tish, which prevails in all our
rivers, has done its work here and the same results follow.

¢ The Carlton or Western River branches to the north and enters into the head of Big
Lake #o called, some seven miles above Tusket, and thence upwards passing through Carlton
at which place the falls are narrow and on which are three mills, here the fish find obstrue-
tions which are almost impassable, the mill dam being built on 2 patural ledge and all the
way across the falls. 'Therc has been a fish ladder put in the dam, but not being properly
constructed, did not have the desired effect, and very few fish get above the dam. I am
told by old settlers that the time was when fish were caught in abundance ncar the hecad or
source of this river some 20 miles further up.

The Little River branches at the Forks somo nine miles above Tusket, inclining to
the north cast, the junction of the two rivers forming a fork from which the place derives its
name ; after ascending a half mile of running river and falls, we come to the Still River
which flows through a large tract of meadow land at the head of which some five miles up is
a very heavy fall on which is a mill.

On the Cold Streambranch some five miles above the forks withinja shor tdistance of the
junction, are falls on which is erected a mill. This stream flows from large lakes which are
the usual resort for alewives carly in the spring, and it is very desirable that fish should have
a free pass as early as the first of May.

The Little Kempt River, branches to the north west from the main branch some iwo
miles above Kempt Bridge, and ascends several miles by a succession of falls and lakes on
which are several mills back of Weymouth. '

Some five miles above the bridge there is another branch to the northwest which flows
from Moose Lake, sometimes ealled Moose Luke Branch, and besides these larger streams
there are a number of small brooks which flow from lakes and on which arc milla ; all these
lakex are places of resort for fish,

Itis dcsi‘r?able that the fish on the castern branch should have a free and good pass
through all mill dams as early or cven before the first of May, as the first fish go up this
river into the large back lakes which do not rise or fall much, or are not cffected like the
lower lakes by rivers.

__ This being one of the largest and finest rivers in this Province, T have been a little par-
ticular in describing its extent in order to show what it is capable of doing if properly pro-
teoted ; formerly its outlet from these innumerable lakes and rivers was literally crowded with
fish, and at times scemed to bo too narrow, and the fish often crowded cach other out of the
water on the sides of the river. .
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I have not scen anywhere in the Province so many, and such ingenious contrivances for
destroying the fish as I found on this river ; it is wonderful that there is a single fish left in
its waters.

Salmon visit the rivers of this connty as well as all the rivers on the southern shore of
this Province as carly ag the first of March as nearly as I can ascertain.

There are three distinet runs of the first during the summer and autumn, the last being
in the months of October and November.

SHELBURNE COUNTY.

Barrington River is a considerable stream running into Barrington Harbour.

Salmon and alewives formerly ascended its waters some 40 to 50 miles, like most of the
rivers in this part of the Provinee, it passes through several fine lakes. There are no ob-
structions to the passage of fish requiring fish-ladders.

It was formerly noted for its fine salmon and gasperaux fishing, but at present owing
to the destructive modes of taking fish for many years back, there are but few taken here

Clyde River isone of the finest in the Province and extends through several five lakes
some fifty miles into the country and formerly produced fish in great abundance, but mill dans
have been well nigh its ruin. Thomas Coffin, Esq., M.P. is the owner of the first dam
near its mouth, who hasbeen at considerable expense in erecting a fish ladder, which with a little
improvement will allow the fish to pass up stream. So far I have not seen a fish ladder in
this province properly eonstructed. Mr. Coffin, I need not say is anxions to do all in his
power to allow the flsh to pass up stream, and manifests much intercst in the fishes a3 well as
cvery other interest of the country. ]

Indian Brook is a small stream, visited by considerable quantities of alewives, but
are being destroyed by the inhabitants, who seem to carejnothing, that they are destroying the
fish most effectually and in a few years will find none to ocatch.

Round Buy Brool takes its rise in a large lake some seven miles from its mouth ; it was
formerly a favourite resort for alewives and they were taken in large quantities, at present it
is very much reduced, but may be improved very much by a proper enforcement of the law. ’
T am sorry to say that the fish on this stream are not even allowed the Sabbath day in peace,
but. are taken at all times without let or hindrance.

Sable River extends into the country about forty miles, both salmon and alewives were
formerly very abundant in its waters, but at present owing to tho same causcs which prevail
in all the other rivers, there are but few taken. ’

Jordan River is a fine stream of some fifty miles in cXtent, passing through lakes of
considerable size, was formerly a favorite resort of all kinds of migratory fish which were
taken in abundance, but the universal mill dam and mill rubbish has done and is doing the
work of destruction most cffectually ; there has been but little check put upon any of the evils
practiced in this country, but the people seem anxious that the laws should be enforced and
the mill.owners seem as willing to comply with the Jaw, and as soon as the season will permit
will have proper fish ladders put on their dams.

QUEEN’S COUNTY.

Liverposl River may be classed among the largest and finest rivers of Nova Seotia.
Tts principal water is Lake Rossignol into which falls a number of tributaries fed by smaller
lakés and is ome of the finest nurseries to be found in this country for those fish
that seek fresh water for the purpose of procreation. Formerly it abounded in the fiuny tribe
and vessels have loaded at its mouth in former years for the English markets, but at prescut
there are almost no fish caught in its waters. An impassable mill dam at the head of tide
water effectually stops the passageof the fish up the river and the usual destructive appliances
are in constant use below the dam for taking the few fish which still visit the harbour helow.
I found the people here to appear willing to obey the law and construct proper fish ladders
on their dams; the one at present on the lower dam is of little use, not being in the right
place nor is it properly constructed ; we hope however next year to have 2 proper one put iu.

Port Medway River is of greater extent than any other in the province. Its head
water being in Annapolis County and in its passage to the sea passes through many lakes, and
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has upon it many rapids and still waters. It has not, owing to some peculiarities of the river
been so much injured by mill dams as most of our rivers have and the fish pass up to their
old favourite haunts, and notwithstanding it is badly poached, it is one of the finest salmon
tishing grounds in the province. .

These two fine rivers in this county arc of the greatest importance and will well repay
the expenditure of a considerable sum in their protection.

There are scveral other small streams but not of sufficient importance to call for any
speoial remark here, but like hundreds of smaller ones all round the Province contribute their
quota of food for the codfish, mackerel, &c., which swarm along our shores.

LUNENBER@G, HALIFAX, GUYSBORO, PICTOU AND ANTAGONISH COUNTIES.

The remaiving counties of the Province, viz : Lunenburg, Halifax, Pictou, Antagonish
and Guysboro, I have not personally inspected and therefore amn not in a position to give
a detailed description of the many and valuable rivers they possess, but would remark that
the inland fisheries, particularly of Halifax and Guysboro, are of great extent and impor-
tunce, and the rivers in Halifax County are well known through the indefatigable labors of
Colonel Wm. Chearnley, the president of the Society for the protection of Game and Fish.
The operations of this society cannot be too highly spoken of; its efforts to preserve our game
and fisheries have been attended with the very best results, the influence of which will mate-
rially assist the officers of the Fisheries Department in carrying out the law in other sections
of the proviuce. Its co-operation should still be sought and its philanthropic efforts encour-
aged by every lover of his country. Our children and our grandchildren after we pass away
will realise more fully the importance of the cforts now being made to preserve this important
and invaluable source of wealth. F.H.D. Veith, Esq., Secretary of the above Society
published last year a very full and accurate report of the prineipal rivers on the southern
shore of this Province which I presume you have in your possession.

COUNTY OF INVERNESN.

This county is situated in the Island of Cape Breton and extends from the Strait of
Canso to the North Cape, a distance of about one hundred and sixty miles. .

There are several fine rivers in the county, the most important of which is the Margaret
or Margaree. It has beeu for a number of years a favorite resort for sportsmen from Halifax
and other parts of the province; there is no better fly fishing anywhere this side of the
equator than this fine river affords. Unlike most of the rivers in this Dominion it is not
obstructed with mill danus, but there are difficulties not so easily overcome. The spear, bag and
sweep nets are in almost universal and constant use, still despite this indiscriminate destruc-
tion, large numbers of fish are taken cvery year. I am told by those best qualified to give
information that there are not less than from 300 to 400 bbls. of salmon taken by netting
at the mouth of this river and along the shores within a distance of 10 to 15 miles, besides
large numbers along the river at various point: during the summer.

The first run of salmon is durivg the first part of the month of June ; the second about
the first of August, and the third, which are spawniug fish, towards the last part of Septomber
und continue throngh QOctober. The first and sccond run are pretty much all destroyed, but by
regulations adupted by the sessions and which have been enforced to a limited extent during
the past two or three years, the third run has been allowed to visit their spawning grounds,
and consequently there are still considerable fish caught here. °

The southwcst branch of this river takes its rise from Anslie a lake of considerable
extent, being abont 12 wiles long by 7 at the widest part. Some 20 or 25 years ago large
quanlities of gaspereaux were taken in this lake estimated by some of the oldest and most
respectable inhabitants at from 800 to 1000 bbls per annum ; 4t present no person thinks of
tishing as thero are nono allowed to pass up the river, so eflectually are they destroyed below.
Some of the inhabitants are of opinion that gaspercanx fishing should be eutirely prohibited
for b or G years in order to give the fish a chance to spawn and restock the river and lake,
Salmon visit this branch of the river to some extent particularly the fall run, but not to the
extent they do in the northeast branch; the distance from the Forks to Lake Anslie is about
12 wiles and requires one active warden at least to protect it. The salmon ascend the north.
east branch a distance of not less than 25 miles, and the principal spawning grounds are on
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this branch and require vigilant watching day and night, and for this purpose will need at
least threc wardens from the Forks upwards, and as there are three distinct runs of fish in the
river the warden should be paid $40.00 at least. From the Forks down to the harbor a
distance of eight miles, it is not so easy to destroy the fish, still there are unlawful practices
employed, particularly at the mouth of the river, where netd are set 5o close together and o
~ numerous that it is astonighing a single fish lives to ascend the river.

I'would thercfore respeetfully suggest that each of the five wardens recommended for
this river have jurisdiction on all points and branches of it, and be under the control of
the overseers, in order that when necessary all could be concentrated at any given point.
This is rendered the more necessary beeause the poachers generally go in gangs with black-
ened faces, which renders it unsafe for one person to enforce the law.

The River Inhabitants is also in this County, and is of considerable importance. The
fish asccnd its waters some 15 to 20 miles, and receive the same foul play from the inhabi-
tants which falls to the lot of their specics on all the rivers of this Province.

Rivers Dinney, Mabou, and Broad (love are small streams, but visited by considerable
salmon and alewives, and if properly protected would produce a large amount of fish. About
the mouth of the river Dinncy, and at other points on branches or arms of the Bras d'Or
lake are fine oyster beds, which will in a few years hecome very valuable : at present there is
not much busincss done in this important shellish. I have not been able to gather very
much information owing to the want of time to personally inspect the locality, but hope next
year to give the matter more attention.

VICTORIA COUNTY.

There are two or three fine rivers,in this county, the Middle, Bedeque, and North
Rivers have always been celebrated for their finc salmon and trout fishing, but are now almost
destroyed. The laws and regulations are a dead letter here, as in almost every part of the
province. All seem to regret the evil, still nearly all employ the same cffective means of
destruction.

COUNTY OAPE BRETON.

There is but one river of importance in this county : viz., the Mira. Its extent is some
twenty-five miles, and was formerly very productive of migratory fish. There are some mill
obstructions to overcome, as well as the usual unlawful practice of catching fish. N

Balls and Leech's Crecks, Sydney River and (Feorge’s River are small streaws visited
by alewives and salmon to some extent, but with a little attention may be greatly improved.

The unrestricted practice of net fishing in all these rivers has well nigh exterminated
the alcwives.

COUNTY RICHMOND.

There is but one river of importance in this County : viz., the Grand Rz"vf’r, which is
in the same condition of all our large rivers, and will well repay a careful supervision. There
are geveral other small streams also visited by alewives, trout, &e. )

The coast fisheries are of vast importance, and the inhabitants are larscly engaged in
the fishing business.

SIIAD FISBHERIES.

This is one of the most important branches of our fisheries in Nova Scotia, and requires
some legislation for its regulation and preservation, but what the nature of the laws required
i8, is a matter surrounded by many dificultics. . ]

There is one thing, however, certain, viz. : the shad do not spawn in our watersti The
law required, therefore, will be to rcgulate the mode of taking them and the protec .on of
individual rights.

With regard to the former, from all T have so far been able to gather, I am not suffi-
ciently informed to say, with any degree of certainty, whether the weir or drift net fishing
18 most injurious to the fishing. :

Each of these modes is condemned by those who use the other, and each seems to have
pretty good grounds on which to base his opinion. The weir fisher, for instance, will tell
you that the drift nets are so numerous that they break wp the schools of fish and scatter
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and drive them out into deep waters. Those who use the drift nct, on the other hand, will
say that the weir takes fish of all sizes, and thus destroys large numbers of the half grown
fish, which are of no commerecial value, and breaks up the schools to the same extent that the
drift nets do. T confess my prejudices arc at present against the weir. Stake nets, I think,
with a 4% inch mesh is a fair way of taking these fish, and drift nets should be curtailed to
some extent, but at present I am not prepared to say how or to what extent.

In some portions of the country there is considerable dispute ax to the right to occupy
certain localities known to be of superior value as fishing grounds, and this otten gives rise
to law suits and much contention.

I beg leave, therefore, to suggest upon this point that a small rental be required by the
government for the right to fish in these localities, or these rights might be sold by auction
to the highest bidder. I think the latter course would be preferable ; then these privileges
would sell for the respective value, and a considerable revenue would be derived therefrom.
A liceuse should also be given to those who drift, and a small fee exacted according to the
length of the net used ; the mesh to be not less than 43 inches.

The shad fishing is 2 much more certain business than any other branch of fisheries, and
attended with but little cost to the fisherman : there would therefore he no hardship in exact-
ing the rental. I cannot see why a man who can clear $400 to 8500 from this business by a
few weeks work, should not pay a tax as well as those engaged in other branches of trade in
order to its protection and preservation. There could be no hardship nor injustice in such a
law.

The shad fisherics of the Bay of Fundy, I have little doubt, gives a yearly return of
over 2 quarter of a million of dollars, probably more, and will, if properly preserved, inerease
in value year by year.

COAST FISHERIES.

The cxtent and importance of the coast fisheries of Nova Seotia are too well known to
require any lenathened remarks from me, further than to say that there has been during the
past fiftcen or twenty years an alarming diminution in the quantitics taken in proportion to
the men and means employed, and the whole business is becoming more and more precarious
and uncertain.  Some years the catch is not over one-half what it is in others, thus leaving
those employed in the business in many instances in a state of want and suffering, The
primary cause of this is no doubt the destruction of the river fisheries, causing a scarcity of
the natural food for codfish, mackerel, &ec., around our eoasts, and they leave our shores to
seek food in other localities.

I hope, therefore, that the time is not distant when the fishermen of this provinee—as
hardy and industrious a race of people as can be found in any country—will be cheered and
encouraged in their often perilous and ill-requited toil.

RIVER FISHERIES, SUGGESTIONS, &c.

Perhaps there is no country in the world of its size, x0 hountifully supplied with rivers
and streams so well adapted aud so favorably situated for the propagation and preduction of
all kinds of migratory fish, as Nova Scotia ; and probably there are but few countrics where
this great source of wealth has been so reckles<ly and universally destroyed.

In order to the future preservation and restocking of our rivers, 1 beg leave to suggest
that the Goveynment enact a law or regulation applicable to all the rivers in this Province,
viz.: that the weekly close time be from Friday evening, sundown, to Monday morning,
sunrise. This law would be comparatively easily enforced, and would have a beneficial
effect upon our rivers at once, and could be changed after the rivers are sufficiently improved
to warrant 1t.

I would also most rcspectfully recommend that the Dominion Act, with the exception of
the yearly close time, (Which should be as at present in our own local law) cxtend to this
Province as the law is at present. Our local officers arc likely to be confused, as it is really
difficult to tell what portion of the law applics to this province, and what does not. The
more simple 2 law, the more it is easily understood and enforced ; and when those for the
most part who will be charged with the enforcing of it are not lawyers or versed in legal
matters, it becomes the more important that the law should be clear and plain. °
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GENERAL REMARKS,

I have confined my observations for the most part in the foregoing remarks to those
counties and rivers alone, which the limited time enabled me personally to inspeet, but as the
remaining portion of the province had been previously inspected and reported upon by persons
concerned 1n the river fisheries heretofore, the absence of any information regarding them in
this report will not be of much consequence.

The foregoing however, will serve to show to some extent the importance as well as the
number of our rivers.

Tlhe coast line of the Province must be something over one thousand miles, and there is
scarcely a dozen of the whole distance that is not penetrated by a river or stream visited by
salmon, trout, aud alewives. If these almost numberless streams were as free from obstrue-
tions as they were before the country was settled, what myriads of’ young fish would they pour
forth yeur by year, into the bays and harbors along our shores, the effect of which upon the
coust fisherics can vearcely be imagined ; in a very few years our fisheries would become the
greatest source of wealth in the country. And year by year, as the country increascs in
population, and us railway accomodations extend, these fish become more valuuble. Who can
imagine the effect of the completion of the Intercolonial and Portland railroads upon the
value of these fish ?  Tn onc of the best ice produeing countries in the world, they can in a
few hours be sent in the summer season fresh from the water, away into the Great West,
where a market will always be found at remunerative prices.

Our salmon particularly, will be of great value, and ought to be preserved and propa-
gated by artificial culture in cvery way.

The capabilities of our rivers, streams and bays, for the culture of fish of every kind
cannot be surpagsed in any country, and no doubt the increased markets soon to be opened by
railway extension, will encourage private enterprise, and lead to the early developement of
our invaluable fisheries.

To show what may be done in this direction, I beg to call your attention to the follow-
ing extract from a report of the Game and Fisheries Protection Society.

“The River Moyn, Ireland, on account of a high fall near its mouth, was destitute of
salmon. Certain persons obtained a long lease of the river and immediately cleared the
strcam of all fish injurious to the salmon. Their lcases from the riparian proprietors
empowered them to kill all fish that injured the salmon, and people were a little surprised
when they saw the pike and trout almost destroyed. These gentlemen made several little
brooks and spawning grounds, and placed 200,000 ova in them.”

“The consequences was that the fry went down the fishway, which had been built at
the falls, and came back again next year to their native waters. The fifth year after the
river had been leased to them they cleared £26,700 from the salmon they caught—a sufficient
proef that money can be made out of the fishery of almost any river well managed and pre-
served.” .

I am hopeful of better times for our fishermen in this country. Everything in the
immediate futurc seems to point in that direction, but wise legislation will do much to hasten
this much desired state of things.

My investigations in Nova Scotia are still in progress, but I hope to have them go_far
completed as to enable you to utilize them during the coming season, and to make suggestions
and recommendations which inmy judgment are calculated to {oster and protect this important
source of provincial wealth, '

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

W. H. VENNING,
Inspector of Fisheries'for New
& Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
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APPENDIX No. 4.

REPORT OF THEOPHILE TETU, ESQ., OF THE CRUISE OF LA CANA.
DIENNE IN THE RIVER AND GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE, FOR THE
SEASON OF 1868.

To the Honorable P. Mitchell,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Ottawa.

S1R,—The intensely cold weather experienced this spring not only delayed the work on
board the schooner « La Canadienne,” but also retarded the breaking up of the ice in the
St. Charles river, and prevented the expedition for the protection of the fisheries in the lower
part and Gulf of St. Lawrence from leaving before the 13th May. Having received the
instructions you were pleased to give me, and taken on board the seed-grain intended for the
inhabitants of Magdalen Islands, we set sail towards evening with a gentle breeze from the
south-west. At 9 p.m., however, we were becalmed, and had to cast anchor at 1.’Islet, which
place we left on the morning of the next day. We then encountered contrary winds and had
to tack till we reached the D’illars, where we anchored, when the wind increasing we were
forced to retrace our steps, and seek shelter under lee of Pointe aux Pins.

The gale lasted until the 17th May, when we again started early in the morning, and
anchored opposite St. Jean, where we waited for the ebb tide, and dropping down again with
it, anchored off St. Denis wharf. A strong easterly wind compelled us to remain there until
the morning of the 21st. I took advantage of this delay to go ashore, and collected the fol-
lowing information regarding the spring fishing of that locality.

Herring was caught at St. Denisin the first week of May, and capelin had also made their .
appearance, but later. Strange to say, although the small fish wereabundant along the shore,
but few porpoises had been caught ; in the river Ouelle fishery, which is reckoned one of the
best, only eight had been taken, and none were scen hovering round St. Denis wharf, which
is considered one of the favorite resorts of that fish. On the 21st however, whilst sailing
along Hare Island, we met a large quantity of porpoises, chiefly females, accompanied by
their young ones, which are easily known by their grcy color. 'Phiz led me to believe that
the fishermen would yet have better luck than they had hitherto experienced. These animals
do not seem to have decreased in number in the waters of the river St. Lawrence, although
a smaller number are caught by our Canadian fishermen, than formerly. The cause of this
want of success arises from the fact of the porpoises not coming near the pounds, being too
shy; and this fishery therefore affords only indifferent rexults. °

On the 22nd we had calm weather until the eveuing, when favored by a strong easterly
wind we left Isle aux Basques, where we had anchored during the calm, and tacked all nicht.
On the morning of the next day, we anchorcd under the lee of the west point of Barur;lby
Island, and I immediately went ashore.

Herring has just appeared there, and although only a few brush fisheries were set, a
good number of fish had already been caught. 1t was remarked by several persons, that t’,he
fish seemed to be larger and fatter than usual. The parish of Rimouski is known to be one
of the most favorable spots for herring and sardine fishing. These seldom fail, and yield a
large annual revenue to the inhabitants of the locality. In consequence of th:e scarcity of
seaweed at Rimouski, capelin is used instead as manure.

I warned the owners of brush-fisheries to bear in mind sub-section 13 of seetion 17 of
the Fisheries Act, respecting the nct work to be placed over the opening in the pound of each
brush-fishery, Some of them had alrcady compllied with the law, but others had neglected to
do so, under pretence of some expected changes in the fishing laws. This was especially the
case in Ste. Luce, and Ste. Flavie. I told the owners to delay po longer, under penalty of
prosecution ; that it was certainly easy to comply with the clause of the Act requiring each
brush-fishery to be provided with a net work, and that in future no excuse would be received
They all promised to comply at once with the requirements of the Act. .

Mr. Luc Sylvain, the agent of Messrs. Price, at Rimouski, continued to gather the
sawdust of his mill, which practice ought also to be followed by Mr. Hall's agent, whose mill



is situated alittle higher up the river. I was informed by Mr. Sylvain, that salmon had
already been seen in the Rimouski river, and he cxpeeted that a larger number than usual
would enter.

Everything being in order there, and the wind continuing to blow from the cast, I drove
down on the 23rd to Metis, Very fow herring had been canght between Rimouski and
Metis, the people seemed to be very poor; there were hardly any signs of vegetation, and hay
was so searce that we had great difficulty in proeuring fodder for our horse. I was pleased
to see that Mr. Larivée, Mr. Price’s apent at Grand Metis, continued to gather the saw-dust
in the mwill. Whilst at Little Metis, which place I reached in the morning, and where 1
passed the night, the schooner being detained at Rimouski by calm weather, T heard that two
new brush fisheries had been ereeted this spring at Sandy Bay, Tartigo River. Timmediately
wrote to the parties (being prevented by want of time from going wmyself) ordering them to
destroy them, or they would be prosecuted; and I, at the same time, instructed a fowycer
from Rimouski to sue them, should they not comply with my orders. I vemsined at Little
Metis until noon the next day; when “ La Canadienne” arrived. | went on board, aud we
proceeded on our way down, having to beat the whole time. Sirange to remark, since var
departure fromt Quebec, we hiave never yet had fair weather, and have had to tack night and
day against contrary winds and gales. '

On the 25th, the weather was calm the whole day.

On the 26th, easterly wind. A iishing boat whieh we pusced opposite Magdalen River
informed us that codfish and capelin had been sbundant for the list few duys om this part of
the coast. At length, on the morning of the 27th the wind having veered round to the wet,
weset sail for Macdalen Islands. Being favored by a good brecze, we sighted the west
point of Amherst Island at sun set, and anchored off the island ut noon the cnsuing day.
I was glad to have reaclied these islands hefore seed-time had arvived ; for the inhabitant:
were in great want of the sced kindly sent to them by the Government. The winter
liad been extremely severe among the islanders, several of whom were even compelled to
grind their sced grain to feed their families. I was informed that at Allright [xdand, Lad it
not been for Mr. W Johnston, whosc stores were well supplicd, and who advaneed provi-
sions to the inhabitants of the island to the amount of sume two thousand pounds, many
would have been starved to death.  The like had never heen seen before ; the inhabitants
generally making out pretty well cither by means of seal hunting in the spring, or Ly berring,
cod, and mackeral fishing. = The cod fishery, however, the most important to them, lad been
almost 2 total failure at Allright Island, and very little farming being carried on there, the
inhabitants were left without any resources. These results however will not he lost upon
the residents; and I have every reason to believe, that for the future farming will vank first,
and fishing afterwards, in the Magdelen Islands. The grain was taken ashore and delivered
into the hands of the Mayor, P. Painchaud, Esq., on the following duy. At a meeting of
the Council held a few days afterwards at Ambherst, this grain wus distributed according to
the population of each of the Islands, and according to the work to be done to the ronds.
Herring which is usually plentiful at Mugdalen Islands, had not fuiled this year, and «
larger quantity had seldom been seen. A great number had Leen eaught Loth by stranger:
and by the inhabitants. 1'ifty-one schooners, twenty-five of which were from the United
States, fourtecn from Prince’ Edward's Island, cight from Nova Scotia and four from New
Brunswick had been there, and taken away 29,900 barrels of Lerring.  The inhabitants
had caught for home consumption and exportation 9,045 barrels, giving a total of 59,000
barrels of herring for the spring fishery, against 15,630 in 1867 The reason why the in-
habitants salted more herring than in 1867 is that they werc all provu}ed with salt; and
those who had none could obtain some by working for the erews of the foreign vesscls resort-
ing to Amherst. At the date of my visit the greatest part of the schooners resorting to Ihe
Magdalen Islands for herring fishery had left with their cargoes. Seal hmating on tl.u- iew,
which isusually resorted to every spring by the Islanders, had Dbeen a failure, and few of them
could even pay thecost of cxpeditions of this kind, the most successful having brouzht in but
140 seals, one had only 13. This will account for the hardships experienced umung:t the
inhabitants. Generally speaking the icc-banks covered with young seals, ground uear the
shores of the Islands, this spring however, the strong north-westerly windx carried them out
of the Gulf. 'This is the reason why no seals were killed, either Ly the inhabitants, or by
the crews of schooners. (Sce the appendices attached to the Report). Under such trytug
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circumstances a successful herring fishery was needed to raisc the drooping spirits of the
inhabitants of the Magdalen Islands. As already remarked, there were but few schooners at
Ambherst ; 13 from Nova Scotia and Cape Breton waiting for the mackerel fishing, which
was soon expected ; the others belonged to the Islands. During my stay at the Magdalen
Islands which lasted till the 30th of May, I caused a buoy to be placed in Pleasant Bay, to
denote the spot where mackerel nets might be set.

Kverything being in order, I took advantage of a fair south-easterly breeze to sail for
Gaspé Basin, where we cast anchor the next day at 9.30 p. m. I stayed there until the 5th
of June, and during this time issued the salmon fishing licenses of Gaspé, Douglastown,
Malbaic and Barachois. Several difficulties between owners of fishing stations required also
to be settled. Fishing promised to be successful, and every one expected arich harvest, which
expectations T am happy to say were fully realized. Salmon fishing has this year, not only
at Gaspé. but in the whole of my division, been highly successful. A large quantity of this
fish has been sent fresh to Montreal and Quebec. The Gaspé whalers were getting ready
to start, Three of them intended to go to the coast of Labrador, towards Meccatina, and
the others to the banks of Newfoundland. Having met with Capt. Setter at Gaspé, I again
secured his services as Fishery Overseer for Antcosti Island.

On the evening of the 4th) I had the pleasure of meeting on board the ¢Secret
W. Smith, Esquire, Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

On the 5th at 2. 2. m. we left Gaspé Basin for the upper part of Bay des Chaleurs. Owing to
light winds, %e reached Point Peter only in the afternoon. Everything was in order there. Up
to thistime cod fishing in this locality, as well as in Gaspé Bay, had been but very middling, the
fish having struck late. Herring on the contrary was abundant, and our fishermen salted about
500 barrels for home consumption. Capelin had also been plentiful, as well for bait as for
manure. At Percé where we anchored in the afternoon, fishing had been poor; codfish
nearing the shores only after the 2nd June. I was informed that on the 20th May, boats
went on the Miscou banks, and returned without 2 single fish ; this is certainly extraordinary
codfish seldom failing on this favorite bank. Following the example of their Gaspé neigh-
bours, the Percé fishermen had taken advantage of the abundance of herring to salt down 4
large uantity for home consumption. Contrary winds obliged me to stay at Percé until the
morning of the 7th, when being favored by a gentle breeze from the north-east, we set sail
at an carly hour and succeeded in anchoring at Maria in the evening. On the next morning,
T went ashore and wmet Mr. Cook, fishery overseer, who informed me that sulmon fishing promised
to be successful. The sxchooner being beealmed, and having several matters in dispute to arrange
at Maria, respeeting sulmon fishery stations, I drove up tu Carleton with Mr. Cook. 'The fisher-
men of Maria and Carleton were well pleased with their salmon fishing, and really large quan-
tities were caught ; unfortunatcly the same cannot be said of the herring fishing, which, as every-
body knows, is cwrricd on between these two places on a large scale. A very small num-
ber werc caught this year, compared with last season ; some fishermen from whom I enquired
with refercnce to this failure, informed me that herring had shewn themsclves in as large
numbers as usual, but that having come late to spawn, and when most of the fishermen had
taken up their nets, they had given upall hopes of their appearance ; this seemed very plau-
sible, ag {rom having been vo abundant at Magdalen Islands, and along the coast of the County
of Gaspé, these fish must also have reached the upper part of Bay des Chaleurs. ** Le
Cuaadienne” arvived during the afternoon, and having secured the services of a pilot m;d
being accompanicd 1y Mr. Cook, we left Carleton, and on the same evenine we nnchor,ed at
Cross Point, where | remuined until noon on the 10th. °

As already stuted in a special report, I had, whilst at Cross Point, to settle three cases
of breach of the Fisheries Act. In the two first cases the defendants wére acquitted for want
of proof ; in the third one however, the defendant having set his nets without license, on the
Quebee shore of the Restivouche River, and refused to tuke them up when requestlui‘ to do
50, they were confiscated.  The defendant being, however, a new Brunswicker, and as such
jrobably unaware of the Fisheries Act, I did not fine him. T posted a notice 0;1 the Church
door at Mission  Point, warning the Indians that salmon could be speared or netted b
¢ o M . AL sal 8 y them
in Restigouche River only by virtue of special licenses, and, moreover, that they were
to do so, only in places specially described in their licenses, and that they were allowedyto kill
salmon only for their own use and not for bLarter with the whites, On the 10th havine
concluded my business at Cross Point, we sailed down the river, and the same eveuinE
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anchored at Carleton, where I landed Mr. Cook and the pilot. I then delivered to Mr. Cook
the salmon fishing licenses of Carleton and Maria, as well as those of the Restigouche River,
Spring herring fishing Liad been poor at Carleton and Maria, and not more than 5,000 or
6,000 barrels were salted, which is 2 much smaller quantity than in 1867.

It being calm weather on the 11th, I was enabled to leave Carleton only next morning,
and soon afterwards anchored opposite New Richmond, I there met Mr. Dimock, and guve
him the licenses of his division. He had no complaint to make, and he informed me that
salmon fishing in Cascapedia River was most successful, and our fishermen were very well
satisfied. Salmon was so plentiful in the river that the pools were literally erowded with
them. It is a fact that parties who have watched the progress of this fishery since 1862,
are satisfied that salmon have increased in number fully fifty per cent. in Bay des Chaleurs.
This will account for the numerous applications made for new fishing stations. The fish
were moreover of a larger size than usual, and I saw one caught at Maria, weighing 47 lbs.

Everything being in order at New Richmond, we sct sail in the afternoon, and on the
morning of the next day anchored at Paspebiac. 1 counted only 10 vessels in this port,
mostly coasters ; some however were taking on board cargoes of dry codfish, herring, oats,
and shingles for thc West Indies. This trade has conxiderably increased since 1862, and
our merchants ship cargoes cvery spring to these ports, in exchange for sugar and molasses.
Less activity than usual might have been noticed this spring at Paspebiac, and other fishing
establishments on the Bay des Chaleurs. This is not howcver to be wondered at when
attention is called to the small profits realized last fall in the codfish trade, by our merchants.
This fish, which usually sclls at remuncrative prices in {he Brazilian and Kuropean markets
was almost given away last winter ; for $2.00 per quintal cannot pay for codfish, which costs
$4.00 herc to procure, this accounts for the advances made to fishermen, being smaller than
usual. One good result of this however will be, that our people will be foreed to devote theni-
selves more to the cultivation of their lands than they have hitherto done. The system of ad-
vances being now so limited as to be merely nominal, our fishermen will have to look to xome-
thing else for aliving. The fishermen, besides, will learn economy, purchase only nceessaries,
and in the long run will benefit by this change. I availed myself of the duy T spent at Pas-
pebiac, to visit New Carlisle, where I found cverything quiet. Vegetation was carlier than
anywhere clse. It would be difficult to find better land than is here met with, and added to
this the farmers liave abundance of manure in the shape of seaweed or capelin.

1 left Paspebiac during the night, in order to be at Port Daniel on the next day, which
was Sunday, as I wanted to ascertain whether the Sunday clause of the Fisheries Act
was observed. Unfortunately for the owners, three stands were found in fault, two for not
having their nets raised as required by the Act, and the third for having them only partly
raised ; this last one belonged to Mr. James Miller; in it I found six salmon. I was
therefore compelled to fine the parties, and confiscated the nets, with twelve salmon caught
in them. Codfishing had been middling at Port Daniel, and Anse aux Gascons. Salmon
fishing however, was better than usual. Imet there the looal fishery overseer, Mr. Phelan, to
whom I gave the licenses of his division.

I left Port Daniel on the same cveting for Grand River, where I arrived the next day
at noon, I immediately went ashore, and met Daniel Grange, Esquire, Mr. Robin's Agent,
who gave me the following information :— Codfishing had been poor on account of the
scarcity of bait. Caplin was abundant for a short time only, and our fishermen had great
difficulty in procuring bait. . .

Newport is one of the favorite resorts of [caplin, where it 1s found cvery year in a fine
sandy bay. This fact being well known, the place is frequented not only by farmers from
the counties of Gaspé and Bonaventure, but also by schooners from New Brunswick which
resort thither to seine this fish, I would fain believe that this practice is not injurious to
the increase of the fish, but some persons are of opinion that caplin does not stay at New-
port as long as formerly, on account of the excessive number of seines used during the
spawning scason. It 13 quite natural to suppose, that if the fish is disturbed during the
period of reproduction, it will remain along the shore only during the necessary time, and no
longer. To counterbalance this however, according to the Fishery Overseer’s returns, itis found
that the catch of caplin was double that of last year, thereby shewing that in this special
fishery as well as in others, we must cxpect fluctuations. One year may be very favorable
for the catch of small fish, and large quantities may frequent the shores, whilst none will
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be scen in a subsequent one ; the fish instead of visiting Baydes Chaleurs .wgll resort to
the south shore, or the north coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. A proof of this is found in
the fact that for several years no caplin visited Percé, Wherg it used to be found in great
abundance, having during the period of its non-appearance migrated to other parts. The local
uardian of Grand River had no infractions of the law to report. He informed me that
although salmon was abundant in the upper water of the river, the fishermen were doing very
little.  This appeared extraovdinary, as salmon could be seen leap.mg_out. of the water almost
cvery minute both above and below the bridge. Codfishing was middling, and had it not been
for scareity of bait, the boats would have done well enough. On the complaint of Mr. La
Perrelle, I issued a warrant against a runaway sailor, and entrusted the service of the same
to alocal constable. .

My busincss at Bay des Chaleurs being finished, and the scason for mackerel fishing
heing near at hand, I availed myselfof a light westerly breeze to sail for Magdalen Islands in
the eveniny. .

At 4 p.m. next day, we anchored under lec of Entry Ixland, being unable on account
of strong winds to reach Amherst before the following day. Mackerel had appeared some time
previous, but seldom had it been known to be so scarce, and our fishermen who had relied on
this fishery were sadly disappointed. Codfish as well as caplin were only beginning to come
in. T found in the Port of Amherst on the 17th of June, 28 schooners, 23 of which were
engaced in miackerel fishing ; the others belonged to Magdalen Islands, and one had just
arrived from Quebee loaded with salt. As will be seen above, fishing was far from being
good, and the most successful fishermen owed their success to the large number of mackerel
nets they had been able to set. In the spring, fish scldom fails at the Magdalen Islands, and
few of our fishermen were prepared for the present failure. The fishing being at this date
mostly over, the 23 vessels above mentioned, caught only 880 barrels with 925 nets. The
inhabitants of the islands did not catch more than 70. Some complaints were made that
during my ahsence, foreign cod-fishing vessels had torn a great number of mackerel nets, whilst
sailing through Pleasant Bay where there were some 800 or 900 of these nets set. The
names of these schooners werc unfortunately unknown, and I could do nothing. I was also
informed that the crew of an unknown schooncr had set bultow lines between Entry
and Allright Txlands, and that the vessel was still likely to be there. In order to ascertain
the fact, [ sailed on the 18th for Allright Island, but the schooner had left a fortnight pre-
vious. The seed grain hrought to the Island was sown, and a good fall crop was looked for
by all. T found everything in order at House Harbor. Most of the schooncers had started for
codfishing on the banks around the islands, or on the coast of Labrador. I found there four
schooners from Cape Breton, cogaged in codfishing. They were doing well.  Kverything
being in order atIlouse Harbor, and no American schooners being near our shores, we left
on the 19th for Grosse Isle, where we anchored in the evening. I found there four schooners
from Cape Breton engaged in codfishing, with success. Having touched at Bryon's Island
the next day, we reached Pereé on the 21st, atnoon. Codfishing there as well as at Bona-
venture Island, and the ncighboring ports, was far from being good ; the boats averaging
but 37 to 40 dralts a day. This was poor fishing, taking into consideration the advanced
period of the season.  Ntill our fishermen kept up their hopes, stating that the fish was not
yet on the hanks.  This proved to be true, as was susequently seen. With the exception of
a_ schooner loaded with flour, bound for Prince Edward Island which had grounded near
Pereé, I found everything in order in the locality. The only thing complained of was the
frequent desertion of fishcrmen, who fur some time past scem to be leagued togcether to leave
their employers’ scrvice ; the greater part of them however had been arrcsted, and order was
restored.  No schooners from the United State had yet been scen near the coast of Gaspé.

We left Percé on the 23rd intending to reach Malbaie where it was reported that some
disturbance had taken place ; owing however to the high sen running, we could not anchor.
I therelore called only at St. Peter and Grand Gréve, and came to anchor at Gaspé Basin
on the 24th in the forenoon. I therc met the local fishery overscer, Mr. Jos. Kden, Jr.,
who informed me that a few days before, he had to confiscate two Salmon nets for violation
of the Sunday clause. Ralmon fishing at Douglastown as well as at Barachois, had been
highly suceessful, and the rivers appeared to be teeming with fish. It was reported that the
lesce of the fly-fishing division of the South-West River had killed 33 salmon in 8 days;
the large size of the fish, wassomething remarkable. The fish caught in the nets were mostly



41

sent fresh to the Quebec and Montreal markets, and cverybody scemed satisfied with the pro-
fits realized.

Dux"ing the uftcrr_l(?on of the 25th, the man-of-war « Doris” Cupt. Glynn, arrived in
Gaspé Bay from Ilalifax, bound to Baydes Chaleurs, to proceed thence to Prince Bdward
Island.  Capt. Glynn reported having met with no American schooners,

. I found but u few scliooners in (aspé Basin, and a barque which purposed loading with
lumber from Messrs. Lowudes Bros., yavds. Their mills werc unfortunately burnt down
lately, entailing a scvere logs, not only on these enterprising merchants, hut also on a large
oumber of hands whom they employ the whole year round, and who will thus be thrown out of
work. The mills were Lhowever to be soon rebuilt, und it was expected they would be com-
pleted by the fall.

On the 26th, haviny closed wy business there, Tleft Gaspé Basin, but owing to calm
weather, was not able to land at Douglastown till the afternoon. Codfishing was middhing,
and salmon fishing good. 1In purcuance of your orders, T cxamined the locality where
two inhabitants from Douglastown intended “to set a salmon fishery. This has alrcady
formed the subject of a special report to the Department.  Douglastown has nearly doubled
during the last few yoars. I noticed several new buildings. There were only 12 schooncrs
engaged fishing last sumner, the others were gone to the lsland of Anticosti.  For some
years past, Douglastown fishermen have been in the habit of going codfishing at Anticosti,
and up to the present time have been doing well.  Apavt from this lust fishing, they fish for
herring whieh in the fall nsually resort to their shores.  Another reason which calls them
to Anticosti ix, that Doaglastown is not really a good spot for vodfishing. These fisherinen
live too far from the banks and have to go as far ay Grand Gréve to make a day’s fishing.
Codfish near their shores only during the appearance of caplin ; ut other times the fisl ve-
mains at the mouth of €aspé Bay. Yor all these rcavons, the Douglastown people pre-
fer going to Anticosti rather than doing a middling fishing at Gazpé. Very little herring had

~ been sccn there this spring.

We left Douglastown for Barachois and Malbaie at -1 p.m., but it was blowing a north-
cast gale, and we had to anchor at GGrand Gréve. It being caln in the morning we reached
Malbaie only about noon. Fishing was middling ; for several days codfish scemed to be
more abundant on the banks, and bait was plentiful. Satmon fishing, n< in every other place
was better than usual. I ordered the arrest of a man against whom complaint had been
made. Ilc gave sceurities to kecp the peace. At Point St. Peter, which I visited in the
afternoon, I found everything in order, with the cxception of a slight difficulty which was
amicably settled. On the next morning I anchored at Barachois to enquire into 2 case of
robbery. 'The store of a merchant in that locality had been broken into, and goods stolen
therefromn.  Ax the plaintiff desired however to postpone the case for further proof, I did
not proceed anyfurther in the matter. Fishing had been good there, and several barrels
of herring werc salted thisspring. Launee appeared in large quantites towards the end of Muy.
Burachois posscsses a pretty looking chureh, and from what T could sce jthe inhabitants
scem disposed to cultivate theirland on a larger scale than hitherto. This is eertainly =
matter of rejoicing, as the table-land extending from Coin du Bane to Point Peter, is so well
adapted to culture, that it would not be advisable to leave it untilled, and when the forest
joiuing Barachois and Douglastown shall have disappearcd, there will be room for auother
parish.  The land is level and fertile, and requirces nothing clse but eulture.

We could not leave Barachois before the 20th when we sailed for Cape des Rosiers,
which I visited in the afternoon, as well as riffon’s Cove where we anchored in the evening.
Codfishing on the south coast, from Cape des Rosicrs to Metis, was twice as good us
last year.  Qur fisherinen were satisfied and everything indicated a good year's fishing.  The
same remark applies to salmon fishing at Magdalen River and Grand Vallée des Monts.
Spring  herring fishery had been abundant in these places indeed far better than in
1867, and the inhabitants had salted down a large (uantity.

At Griffon’s Cove, T amicably settled several difficultics relating to damages to property,
agricultural act, &e. Beyond these, everything was in order. .

The pext day T was at Grand Fox River, and in the afternoon walked up to Little
Fox River, where I met Mr. Shaw, of the firm of Shaw and Rousseau, owners of the wreeked
vessel ¢ Ardenlec.”  Men were diving for the iron, suecessfully. According to your orders

6
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T went there to render assistance if nceded, but found everything quict. Fishing had been
good at Girand Fox River, still there were 15 boats less there than in 1867. )

On the 1:t July, we left Grand Fox River, and I paid a visit to little Fox River and
Little (ape, where I found everything in order, and our fishermen doing well.

This being Confederation Day, we fired at neon a salute of 21 guns. )

I the afternoon we left Little Cape, and it being calm were unable to reuch Grand
Etang till the third day. T there met Mr. Lespérance who informed me that codfishing
was ¢ood, and bait plentiful,

On the 3rd I called at (+rand Vallée des Monts and Magdalen River to settle some
difficultics among the fishermen. Codfishing was good heré, as it was on other parts of the
coast, and I noticed that the residents were turning their attention to farming more than
heretofore.  When it wasx known that the GGovernment were to send them seed grain, they
all hastened to avail themselves of such good fortune.  All were supplied with the exception
of a few families from (irand Vallée und Chlorydorme, who, owing to some misunderstanding
had gone to Fox River before the arrival of the schooner, and after waiting for several days,
returned home without the seed. The aim of the Government jwas however attained ;
and with these few exceptions every one sowed the grain sent, and there is every prospect ofa
good havest. Ourfishermen are now begiuning to uaderstand that they must cultivate their lands,
and that without farming, their wants cannot be met by fishing alone. Now even supposing
the fishing to be poor, they could always manage to eke out a living, with the produce of their
turms ; and I am of opinion, although in opposition to many others, that there will be less
hardship this winter than during 1867. T shall speak more at length on this matter in the
remarks annexed to thisreport. I issued the salmoun fishing licenscs of Grand Vallée and
Mugdalen Rivev.  These fisheries were doing well.

On the 4th we anchord at Montlouis, wherel found that cod apd lerring fishing was far
better than last year. In the evening the “ Napoleon ITT ” arrived there with His Lordship
Bishop Langevin. I wet on hoard Mr. Whitcher, whom I was very anxious to see, to consult
with him in reference to matters relating to the fsheries protection service. Having
received from him the required advice and some directions necessary, I submitted
the facts copnected with certain violations of the fisheries laws, by netters who had failed to
raise their nets on the Sunday previous, and which were consequently under seizure, and the
prties liable tofines. After sutisfying himself that these persons were very poor, and that they
were really ignorant of the imperative nature of such requirement of the fishery laws, and
also on their promise to comply strictly in future, Mr. Whitcher (in the name of the Minis-
ter of Marine and Fisherics), ordered a stay of proceedings against them, and relcasc of their
uets, informing thom that ax this act oflenience was done in compliment to the visit of Bishop
Liangevin, they should express their gratification to His Tordship and thank him aceordingly.

The following day, Sunday, it blew a gale from the north-west, and we were unable to
leave till the 7th.  From this dato to the 10th, we had ealm weather, during whioh I visited
Glaude River and Ichonerie. No Ameriean schooncrshad been as yot vcen there, as mackerel
fishing had not yet commenced.

On the 9th we anchored at Ste. Anne des Monts, where T at once proceeded according
fo your instructions, to hold an iuquiry into the alleged salmon spearing, and other violations
of the fishery laws, pertetrated at the River Ste. Anne des Monts for several years past, and
discovered by an officer of the Department (Mr. Bausct) in course of last senson while per-
sonally visiting Matane. Theso breaches of the Jaw were proved by evidence, and the follow-
ing partics fined in the several amounts opposite their names. )

0. Leveque, Sr., 15.00 . . . . .
0. ch;(i;;: Jl‘-i $1 500 } Bosides having their nets and stations forfeited.

0. Lefrangoiy, 10.00  Jean Pellctier, §1.00

Jos. limond, . 1.00  Olivier Vien, 1.00
Alexr. Dugas, 1.00  Jos. Isabolle, 2.00
Ed. Pelletier, 1.00  Jos. Morecan, 1.00 *
Ienri Dugas, 1.00 L. Guilmette, 1.00

In all $50.00. This will T hope deter parties from again resorting to these illegal and
destructive practiccs. Codfishing was good af Ste. Anne des Monts, as well as at Cape Chatte,

-
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which I visited on the 13th. Whilst at Cape Chatte, I arrested three Indians accused of
l}uvmg speared salmon in River Ste. Anne des Monts, during the fall of 1866. They werc
fined, but not having the means of payment, they were taken to goal at Rimouski, where we
arrived on the 14th, During my stay at Cape Chatte, Iin corapany with Mr. Lamontagne and
Mr. Roy, fishery guardian, visited the fishway built in 1867, under the Messrs. Price Bros., mill.
The dam liad been injured by the fires which raged in the neighboring woods, and the fish-
way itself destroyed. Mr. Lamontagne informed me that he had written to Mr. Price on |
the matter, and indecd this very day he received an answer in which he was instructed to
pull down the mill-dam. ‘This was immediataly alone, and I have since ascertained that, an
obstacle no longer existing, salmon had begun to ascend, and some were scen above the mill.
In ordering the demolition of this dam, Hon. Mr. Price (at considerable pecuniary sacrifiee)
rendered a great service to tlie river, and it may beexpeeted that it will soon be visited by a large
number of salmon, as several favorite spawning beds are met with in the upper part of the stream.
In the course of my visit from Cape Chatte to Rimouski, I noticed scveral hoats engaged
in codfishing opposite Blanche, Tartigo, and Metis rivers. The men informed me that they
liad caught 2 good many fish during the last two weeks, but owing to an almost total
fuilure of this fishery for several years past, the fishermen were hardly prepared for this abun-
dance, and this is why the catch was comparatively small. The chief reason however lay
in the fact that our people devoted themsclves more to agricultural pursuits than to fishing,
aud it is sincerely to be hoped that this state of things may continue, and that fishing will
herenﬁter be only a secondary meuns of earning their livelihood. Sardine had not yet ap-
peared.

We were detained until the 17th at Rimouski by calm weather, and on the 18th pro-
ceeded to Trinity Bay, where I met the Fishery Overscer, Mr. Comeau, and handed him the
licenses of his division, He had no infractions of the law to report, and informed me that
imlmon_ fishing had been exceedingly good in his division, and the fish were of an unusually
arge size.

We left Trinity Bay on the same evening, and reached Moisie on the next day at noon.
Salmon fishing was highly successful, I nay almost add, extraordinarily good; one fishing
station outside the river having caught over 160 barels. It would be superfiuous to repeat
here, that sazlmon is largely increasing in Canada. Our fishermen know it, and everyone
is asking for a fishery station. 'What better proof can we have, to show the wisdom and effi-
caey of the measures enacted by the Department to proteet our waters and re-stock them
with the best kinds of fish we have. Mr. Holliday the lessee of Moisie River had excellent
fishing, and took as I was subsequently informed over 500 barrels of salmon. The
local guardian Mr. Thivierge, had no infractions of the law to report, and the clause
relating to the raising of nets on Sunday had been faithfully complied gith. Codfish,
which for several years seemed to have abandoned the Moisie hanks had returned
in large quantity, and boats from that place caught as much as ten drafis a day.
However, the fish struck very late, the fishing season being nearly over ; still our fishermen
expected a fair catch. A fact worthy of remark is, that when codfish appear at Moisie, they
are also met with at Matane and Metis, and vice versd, as well as at Gaspé, and Petit Nord,
(voast of Labrador) and that when the fish fails at Gaspé, or the catch is middling, these are
signs of an almost certain failure at Moisie and Matane ; thereby proving that to meet with
codfish in these two last named places it must be abundant on the coast of Gaspé.

On my wmrrival at Moisie, a man named Germaiu Gagnon, in the service of the Company,
informed me that on the 28th June last while at May Islets, below Cawee, he discovered the
dead body of 2 man partly buried, close to the edge of the wood, but that he could not see
his features owning to his companion being frightened. Since then & letter had been received
from River Ouelle, asking some information respecting one Baptiste Ouellet, who was sup-
posed to be at Moisie. It was said that he left Glaude River last full ju company with an
other person named Eugene Poitras, of the same place, to work for the Moisie Iron Company.
Shortly afterwards, Poitras returned alone to the south shore with the boat, clothes, gun, &e.,
of Ouellet, stating that he had left him at River Ste. Marguerite, on his way to Moisie.
Quellet not having been seen at either of these places, and it being known that at the date
of hig departure he had a sum of $50 with him, suspicions were excited, and Gagnon, as well
as several other parties were led to believe that the dead body seen at May Islets, might be
Quellet’s remains, Gagnon could not see the face of the corpse in consequence of its being
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covered by a piece of bark ; however he could ascertain by lifting one of the arms, that the body
was not yet in a state of decomposition. Three weeks however had elapsed since that date,
and I feared being unable to identify the body, in consequence of the hot weather that we
had.

Having taken Mr. Gagnon on board, we left during the night, and in the morning
anchored at May Islets. Having empanelled a jury from the crew of La Canadienne, 1
procecded to hold an inquest. We found 2 skeleton having on it Crimean shirting, & woolen
necktie, and a pair of stockings, but no drawers, pants, vest, hat or boots. I afterwards
sent these articles to the Sheriff at Rimouski, The right arm was under the body, a proof
that it had been buried without much precaution. J. B. Lizotte, one of the crew, who was
well acquainted with Ouellet, even before seeing the skelcton, stated that if it was Ouellet’s,
the lower jaw should be about an inch shorter than the upper, which was afterwards found
to be the case. The length of the skeleton also corresponded exactly to thatgiven by Lizotte.
I did not at the time consider it necessary to carry this inquest further ; but I have
since learned that at a second inquest, marks of violence had been found upon the remains.
I caused a coffin to be made in which the bones were deposited, and buried at the same
spot.

The verdict of the jury was as follows :

1st. That it was more than probable that the body found at May Islets was that of
Baptiste Quellet.

2nd. That Eug. Poitras being the last person seen in Ouellet’s company, and he (Poitras)
having returned without his late companion and having his boat, and clothes in his possession,
there was strong suspicion against lum, that he might have caused the death of Ouellet, to
pet possession of his property.

I therefore issued a warrant against Poitras, and sent it to the Sheriff of Rimouski ; the

" Moisie Company having kindly ordered their steamer to stop at Father Point, in order to
have the same delivered. I have since ascertained that Poitras had been arrested and lodged
in Rimouski jail.

We left. May Islets in the afternoon, but owing to light winds, we did not reach Seven
Islands till the 21st.

I found there an American schooner, the ¢ Two Forty ” engaged in mackerel fishing,
and liaving taken only a few barrels. She had no license, and 1 gave one to the Captain for
the sum of $126. Mackerel had appeared a few days ago at Seven Islands, and seemed rather
plentiful. But it did not continue 5o, and there s well as everywhere else, this fishery was
a total failure. Everything was in order at Seven Islands. According to instructions from
the Department, the inhabitants had set brush fisheries, but few herrings however were
caught, the fish having been scarce last spring.

We landel Mr. Gagnon at Moisie, and immediately set sail for Sheldrake where we
anchored the next morning. .

I visited Thunder and Magpie rivers, and in the evening anchored at St. John River.
lverthing was in order there, and, codfishing, cspecially at Rambler’s Cove, and St.
John was excellent ; cach bont taking an average of 15 drafts a day. Salmon fishing was
also better than in 1867, the lessees of the St. John River having eaught 243 barrcls.
L was informed by the local Fishery Ovwerscer tliat no breach of the law took place at
St. John, At Rambler's Cove however I had a good many disputes to settle between the
fishermen, with refercnce to fishing stations and flakes.  The whole was settled amicably.
Rambler’s Cove is the prineipal fishing post of this part of the coust, und the greater
number of fishermen collect there. Opposite to it is a bank ealled Little Magpic Bank,
where codfish are always sure to be found. This is why, at Rambler’s Cove, fishermen seldom
complain of the want of fish. At times they rather feel the want of bait, which prevents
them during the fall from succeeding as well as they otherwixe would, if the small fish were
more abundant at this peried of the year. :

On the 23rd T visited the fishing establishments of Long Point, which I found had
done very well, and the same cvening we anchored at Mingan 1larbour.

_ I there found a letter to my address from W. F. Whitcher, 13sq., advising me that the
Indians }md, durmg_ the misgion time, gpenre«l :n')d cnug‘ht salmon with nets in Mingan River.
I have since ascertained that. they carried on t.hls practice for a couple of weeks, and must
have destroyed a large qliantity of salmon during that time. Complaints were made by Mr.



Beaubicn, local fishery overseer, ayuinst the fullowing Indians: Pierre Hamel, Jerome
Jerom!sh and P. Musquarro, but only one of them (Jerome) could be found ; the others had
left Mingan. It would have pleased me very much to lay my hand on Pierre Hamel, who
appeared to be the leader; howover, he could not be found. ~ Jerome was very wmuch fright-
encd ; we had some difficulty in apprehending him, und could not prevent lhis wife “and
dauglhters from accompanying him on board, as they would have starved during his absence.
He admitted having xct a net and caught salmon in the Mingin River, but pleaded ax an
excuse (and T have no hesitation in believing him) that he did o to prevent himself from
starving, and _that he could get nothiuy from the Hudson’s Bay Compuny—that he would
never have violated the law, had he had any food for his family. Ile also stated (and
this was corrobated by scveral other Indians) that had they received the Jrovisions they ex-
pected, they mever would have resorted to the spear or nct ; and that it was only
when they aseertained that nothing was on hoard for them, und that what they had been
promised eould never come to hand that they resorted 1o these illegal modes of fishing.
L therefore condemned him to pay a fine of $10, or 15 duys in gaol, and fur some time
made him believe I should take him with me; at last however, T took pity on him and secing that
his family would starve if he were really sent to gaol, I let him go with a solemn promisc that
he would neither spear nor net salmon aguin,  This arrest, I am led to believe, will have a
sood effeet with other Indians, for the sight of the urmed sailors of La Conadienne avvesting
Jerome, gave them a great fright. T went up with Mr. Beaubien to the first falls of the river,
and found no uets. ‘I'here were, however, quite a number of fumbean. on the banks, and
at the falls we pulled down a sort of scaflolding probably erected by the Indians to reach a
salmon resting-pool below the falls. We observed in the pools of the river several salmon.
Whilst there, ;we visited several wigwams, but found no salmon: the Indians generally
seemed to be very poor. ’

We were unable to leave Mingan before the afternoon of the 26th, being dctained by a
strong casterly wind, accompanied with fog and rain. It may not be out of place to remark
here, that I have seldom experienced so much calm weather and contrary winds as in July
and Auguxt of’ the present year. This will account tor my long stay on the north coast.

At Bxquimanx Point 1 had several disputes to settle between the fishermen with refer-
ence to flakes, &e.  Seal fishing on the ice had becn & fuilure, only 1,880 sealy having been
taken. A schooner had been crushed by the ice, but the erew fortunately escapel.  The
canxc of this failure was in the continuous north-west winds which prevailed during Feb-
ruary and March, driving away into the gulf the ice covered with seals, and conscquently
out of the reach of the hunters.

On the morning of the 29th, nine schooners from Esquimaux Point réturned from a
codfishing voyage on the coast of Labrador, with 253 drafts of codfish, which may, be con-
sidered good lishing. The owners of these schooners intended to go during the full to
Newfoundland for herring fishing. >

At Bsquimaux Point I met B. McTie, Fsq., Collector of this port, who reported
everything in order. T also met Mr. Prudent Fournier, local fishery guardian, who informed
ute that net fishing for salmon Lad been successful in the Watsheshoo River, although thefly- fish-
crmen had had poor luck. He stated at thesame time, that, through carelessness and want of
proper pregaution, a person belonging to a party of sportsmen Lad wct fire to the woods
adjuining Grand Watsheeshoo River. ITaving been notilied of it, they tried to put it down,
but without sneeess; and, owing to the prevalence of a strong wind, the fire spread and
destroyed the house and buildings of a fisherman named Jos. Tanguay, who valued hix loss
at $1.000. This fire caused considerahle damage, and spread to Natashequan,

On the 29th T landed at Natashquan, where I leazned that LI, M. 8.« Sphinx " Cap-
tain Parigh, had paid a visit to the locality a few days before.  Codfishing without being
cood, wag however hetter than last year, the greatest drawback being want of Dait.
"The lessee of the net fishing division of Natashquan river eaught 150 barrels of salmon,
which was considered & good catch, the nets not having been set till the 12th of June.
The loeal fishery guardian of the place Mr. Sylvestre, lodged three complaints upainst
two salmon fishermen of Kegashka, and one against another from Mistassini. Of the two Lirst
numed parties, one was fined for not having taken wp his nets {rom Raturday night to Mon-
day morning, and the other for taking salmou in nets ot anillegal mesh. ~ Ttbeing proved in the
case of third party that rough weatber prevented him from lifting his nets, the complaint
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was dismissed. Salmon fishing at Kegashka, Musquarro, and Washecootai was poor, owing
to the lateappcarance of fish in these rivers, none having been caught before July. I shall
speak more at length on these matters, in the remarks annexed to this report, and relating to
the coast of Luabrador. The schooners from Natashquan and Kegashka, had been still less
successful at scul hunting, than those of Esquimaux Point, the former having caught only
89 seals between 4 schooners, and the latter only 18 seals botween 2 schoonors.  They relied
on a good tuke of codfish, which fortunately did not fail them. . .

We left Kegashka on the 31st and being favored with a light westerly brecze set sail
for Cocoachoo Bay. The wind, however, veered to the east, and] we had to beat till the2nd
August, when we at last reached the Bay. T there met the licensee of Coacoachoo river who
informed me that salmon fishing had been satisfactory. He also told me that four schooners
from Nova Seotia again resorted this year to our coast and carried away a large quantity of
wild fowl's eggs. I sinecrcly regret not having been able to arrest these poachers ; but (Ealm
weather, contrary winds, and a pressure of business on the north and south shores of the
river St. Lawrence, prevented me from reaching this part of the const in time to cateh them.
They are getting bolder every year, and should we dcsire to prevent the utter destruction of
our wild fow), it is high time I think, that such nefarious practices should be put a stop to.

On Monday we experienced an easterly gale, and could not leave Cocoachoo till the next
day, when the fog clearing away, we were enabled to make Outer Island. We then shaped
our course for Whale Head of Meccatina, which post I visited on the bth, as well as Red
Bay and La Tabatiére.

Oun the 6th I landed at Whale Head of Pacachoo and St. Augustine, on the 8th at
Bonne Esperance, and in the afternoon of the same day, anchored at Blanc Sablon, where I
found only a few schooners engaged in codfishing.

At Whale Head of Meceatina, Red Bay and Tabatidre, codfishing had been middling,
but from there to Bonne Espérance, it had been n total failure, and as already stated
in a special report, I am at aloss to understand how they will be able to live next winter.
Kven salmon fishing, for reasons above mentioned, had been middling, and I found them
in the greatest poverty. Merchants would not make any further advances, several having
suffered heavy losses in this manner, and our poor fishermen were placing all their hopes on
a suceessful fall herring fishery, Should that unfortunately fail, they will be utterly help-
less, and to add to everything they have very little salt on hand. I was informed at Bonne
Espérance that the Revd. Mr. Butler was gone up to Quebec and Montresl with the view of
raising funds in their behalf. I hope his efforts may be crowned with success.

1 had several difficulties to scttle at Blanc Sablon, Long Point, and Anse des Dunes. I
et no schooners from the United States, and very few from Nova Scotia.

Gencrally speaking there are always codfish at Blane Sablon. There wasstill some this
year ; they would not however tuke the hook, and at the close of the fishery, our fishermen had
to use an*instrument called a “ fluuz.” This consists ot 2 piece of lead six inches long by
one in diameter ; at one end of thisjaro fixed two codfish hooks, und at the other the line to be
lield in the fisherman's hands. By constantly moving this instrument up and down, they
succeed in “jigging” from two to three quintals of fish a day. I am very much in doubt
whether sueh a mode of fishing for cod should be allowed, being convinced that for one fish
caught by this method of fishing, six are wounded. I have scen some caught by the back,
the belly, and in fact by every part of the body: I really think that this mauner of fishing
st be very injurious to the fish. — Several schooners from Nova Seotia visited St. Auguctin,
Bonn e Bapérance, und Blane Sablon, but went back almost immediately when they found
there were no codlish.

We were detained until the 13th August at Blanc Sablon, and during our stay there ex-
perienced constant fug and contrary winds. ~ The latter blowing from the west, we had to beat
all the time till we rcached Gaspé Basin on the 18th.  We romained there until the 21st
During our stay, I had some painting done to the vessel, taking on board at the same time
water and provisions.

The ¢ Doris,” Capt. Glynn, came into Gaspé Bay on the 18th, and her Captain informed
we that he had met hut few American schooners on our coast, and that mackerel fishing was
wenerally poor.

On the 20th, Capt. Glynn being informed that American vessels had been seen at Percé,
aud being then unable to get out of Gaspé Bay, I left next morning and anchored at Percé



47

e s ht—" e f— At S .

at 4 p. m. The report however proved to be false. Some American schooners had indeed
been seen there about ten days before, and from the information [ could cet, only one or two
had becn fishing inside of the thiree miles’ limit. I was unable to axcertain whether they had a
license or not, although the number of American fishing vessels around the Gaspé coast wes
small last year, it was still smaller this year, on secount of the scareity of maekerel.  Yet
some persons assert that the fish were plentiful, and that the had saceess of the fishing, must
be attributed to their unwillingness to take the bait. Lt it be as it may, on¢ thing is very
certain, and that is, that mackerel has seldom beeu so scarce on the Gaspé count.

We remained at Pereé until the 23rd, when I left fur Cape Cove, expecting to find some
mackerel fishing schooners there, but found none. T there met P. Vibert. Esy., who had
granted two licenses to Amecrican vesscls. % American fishermen are not anxious to take
licenxcs when the fish is so searce, they prefer fishing at Magdalen Islands and en the banks,
rather than paying for a license for the privilege of fishing close to our shores. Should
mackerel fishing not improve, the Americau fleet will sufler preat loss this year.

Summer codfishing had been middliug at Pereé ; hoats averaging about sevew (uintal:
each. This is far from being bad fishing, and on the whole will turn out to hv better than
last year’s ; fall fishing was also good at Pereé and in the neighboring posts.  Crops looked
excecding well, aud there will be an abundince of grain, polatoes, and hay.  Rome parties
however will continuc to complain, and to say they will have great difficulty in pussing the
winter. This I believe to be exapwerated. ertainly they had no advances from merchants ;
still T am convineed that with the produce of their lands they onght to e enabled to wet througls
the winter without much trouble. This will be the most trying year for them, on account
of the stop put to advances ; but should they heable to overcome this temporary embarrasment
during the enzuing winter, there will he no  fear in future of its re.occurrence.

On the 23rd, as above stated, I went 1o Clape Cove; this fine place has ot Lite greatly
inereased, and under the impnlse of its enterprising merchants, bids fir to hecome one of
the most flourishing centres of the county of Gaspé. A emmplaint was laid before me by a
woman against a fisherman who had threatencd to do her hodily injury ; T issucd a warrant,
but the man could not he found. Tverything clse was in order at Cape Cove, and all were
satisfied with the yield of the cod-fishery.

We left Cape Cove during the afternoon of the 24th, and anchored at Percé in the
evening. No Awmerican schoouers had been seen, since my last visit.  On the 26th we left
Pereé, and anchored ut Barachois, atnoon. Suwmer codfishing was zood, the boats averaging,
70 quintals each. Our fishermen had resorled to another mode of fishing during the sum-
mer. They formerly uscd only the hand line, but since July adopted the bultow line fish-
ing, and succeeded much hetter than formerly.  Is this method of fishing injurious or not ?
1t would be difficult for me to give a positive answer, asopinions greutly differ on the subject.
One thing however is established ; that ix, that our fishcrmen are doine mueh lietter with
this mode of fishing, thau with the old plan used. I have alveady stated ina previens part
of this report that a rohbery took place at Darachois, and that the party robbed preferred
waiting for my next visit to the place, before taking out a search warrant.  Since then how-
ever, the goods stolen were all brought back to their owner, during the night.

In the afternoon we sailed for Malbaic, and anchored there in the evening.  Lverything
wos in order there, as well as at Point Peter, which place 1 visited the next day.  There
were only a few disputes between owners nnd sailors with reference to wages ; these were
settled amicably.

We left Malbaie on the 271k, and anchored at Pereé in the evening. I there boarded
an American scheoner, the ¢ C. B. Jones,” shehad a license, and had ouly gught 20 barrels
of mackerel. Nextday, having doticed two Americun schooners outside sailing down the bay with
a strong S. W. breeze, and bound towards Gaspé Bagin, we set sail and followed them. Being
however too fast for them, we had to lic-to, and when they entered Gaspé we did the same,
and I boarded them at Ansc Brillante. They proved to be the « ITarvest” and the ¢ Anna
Maria,” of Gloucester. TheySrefused to take licenses stating that they always fished outside
of the limits. I merely gave them warning.

I afterwards left to visit (irand Gréve, where codfishing was only middling.

* Nors.~The drafts given in payment by these vessels were roturned to Mr. Yibort for cplleation,
and dishonored. Payment will be nttempted to be obtained next seasoy,
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.In the evening we followed the “ Anna Maria’ (whose Captain, very likely expected I
would remain at Grand Grdve) as far as Sandy Beach, where she, anchored next morning.
The Captain, secing I was determined not to let him fish without a license, came on board
and took out one. After this I left for Percé.

While at Gaspé, I met Capt. Setter, the local fishery guardian at Anticosti, Hc in-
formed me that order had prevailed in his division, and that the salmon fishing had been
better than that of last year. Some parties, whilst on a hunting expedition had set fire to
the woods, and about 30 miles of forest were burnt. I told him to try and find out the names
of the offenders.

The schooner ¢ Harvest” left Gaspé Bay in the morning.

During the aftcrnoon of the same day I boarded the American schooner ¢ Trefelthen.”
She would not take out a license, the captain stating that he came to Gaspé ouly for repairs.
I however warned him.  She had only 50 barrels of mackerel, caught on Bradley’s Bank.

During the night I anchored at Percé, and in the morning boarded the following
vessels :—

| o
! ||l 155
Name of Vessel. Name of Captain. | Where from. | gn f 3 § £ | By whom Licensed.
-] cla8la |~
EEAER R
| 2] 3= =
Massena ... ........ |E. H. Davis ........Gloucester l 54115 ) 1 170 P. Vibert. ... ........
Thistle.......... «...... |[Ed. Roi, ... .iceeee. [ Ge Bagin,. ..., 35[ 13 Cod 100 quintals...
Providence .........,, Quebec...... 88| 5 |Freight ..........
Nelly M. Short....... Booth Buy ....| 4310 1 Cod 500 quintals. .
G. A. Pierce........... . |[Southport ....." 57| 13 1 [170
A: Brown,.......... Gloucester ...] 471311 120| V. Wallace. ......
Webster ... ......... C.Graat ..........|C. Porpoise. , 63| 14 1 70
Tolnls....l374 83| 2 | 3 I5%0

In the evening the American schooners having all left, and the wind being fair for
Magdalen Islands where I cxpected to meet mackerel fishing vosscls, we left Percé at 10 p.m.
and the next day at 8 a.m. were at the west point of Amherst. Owing to calm weather we had
to anchor at Entry Islands. ‘Thenext morning we landed at Amherst, where the Collector of
Customs, J. J. Fox Esq., requested me to sit with J. Fontana Bsq., J. P, in a suit of four
cases for sale of liquors without license. The parties were sued under Chapter VI. of the
Consolidated Statutes of Lower Canads, and condemned to pay « fine of $50 and costs. The
fines will beremitied by Mr. Fontana, Codfishing had been good at Magdalen Islands ;
mackerel was unfortunately scarce, ench boat taking only about 70 fish a day. The onl):
American vessels at Magdalen Islands were those we had noticed on our arrival, leavine
Amberst and bound to Bradley’s Bank. T was informed that so fow American. vessels had
geldom visited the Islands.  TFor thisreason, I did not deem it necessary to Jroceed to I’rince
lidward’s Island, there being but few eraft there, and I thought it betfer to devote nmy
whole time to the protection of our own fisheries, since even during the (uictest periods there
are always disputes to settle, and the Government schooner is looked upon to cffect the scttle-
ment. I'remaifled at Magdalen Islands until the 8th of S ptember, and during this time
visited Amherst, Grindstone, Allright, Coffin, Bryon Islumfs, and Grosse Isle, Codfishing
wag fair, and haviog boarded 14 schooners from Arichat, ascertained that their fishine had
been succcssful. >

On the 7th, while anchored at Coffin’s Tsland, I visited Oyster Pond, and found on
shore uite a number of large oyster shells from 6 to 10 inches in length, ’ and altogether
differcnt from the Prince Tidward Island’s oyster. Some persons being of (;pinion that these
oysters came from the pond, I erossed over the sand-bar with the boat and dredeed, but
with no success.  Bcing convinced that these oysters lay in the sca opposite the pomi: T then
dredged outside to a distance of from two to three miles from the shore, but with 10 more
success. Night coming on and the wind increasing, I had to leave. These oysters, I think,
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must be in 8 or 10 fathoms of water, and of a superior quality. Having also found the same
kind of shells at Bryon’s Island, leads me to believe that there is more than onc oyster bank
around the Magdalen Islands

On the morniny of the 8th it blowing very strong from the esst, and there being no
American vessels in sight, we set sail for Percé and arrived there the next day, at mnoon.
Codfishing was good, ewing to the fishermen having bultow lines ; each boat catching
an average of 10 drafts a day. No American vessels had been seen sinece my last visit and
mackerel was scarce.

Whilst T was at Percé before, I received a letter from Mr. Dimock, Fishery Overseer,
requesting my presence at New Richmond to proceed against parties for violation of the
Fisheries Act. I therefors left for the upper part of the bay.

At noon we anchored at Grand River, and in the evening I visited Little Pabos River,
where some supposed cases of spearing were reported; but nothing definite had as yet been
ascertained. Fall codfishing was good and everything else in order. Complaint were made that
a large quantity of young salmon had been caught in the spring at Little Pabos, and elsewhere in
seining for smelt. I de not know how far this may be true, but ghall enquire into the matter.
Squid had been plentiful during the whole of the summer season on the coast of Gaspé,
50 that there was no scarcity of bait. But strange to say, cod would not bite freely, and the
only good fishing was done by those fishermen using the bultow line. We were unable to
reach New Richmond before Friday night. The next morning I went ashore and met the
local Fishery Overscer Mr. Dimock. Having taken his complaints, I immediately issued
summonses and subpeenas, in order to have these oases decided on the following Monday.

On Sunday it blew very hard from the north-east ; and we had therefore to run up and
take shelter under the lee of Carleton Beach. Three cases of contravention of the Jfisherics
Act, all relating to the Sunday clause had oceurred at Carleton since my last visit. The local
Fishery Overseer, Mr. Cook, prosecuted the parties, and they were convicted.

On Monday moraing, T went by land to Maria, La Canadienne proceeding meanwhile
to New Richmond, and at 1.20 p.m. I opened court, assisted by three other magistrates.
In the case of R. Dimock vs. Chas. Cowl, for spearing salmon in the Cascapedia River,
the defendant pleaded guilty. He was condemned to be fined with costs, to forfeit his canoe,
and as he was one of the licensees of the river, was also deprived of his fishing stand, until
orders to the contrary, are given by the Department. Inthe second case, thatof J. McIsaac
vs. James Harrison, the defendant, for having set a salmon net in the fluvial division of the
Cascapedia River, was condemned to pay a penalty of $10 and costs, and to have his nets
confiscated. The latter however could not be found, having been most likely put away
beforehand by defendant. Subsequently the net in question was ascertained to be an old
one, and of short length. Owing to their poverty, a delay of one month was granted to the
parties. Harrison however being unable to find securities, was only saved from being taken
by me to jail, through Mr. Montgomery of New Richmond coming forward and paying
for him, With referenceto the case of LeBlanc and Taylor, of New Richmond, which you were
pleased to refer to me, the difficulty was settled amicably. Taylor paying all expenses Incurred
by LeBlanc, and promising to remove his fence from the limits of LeBlanc’s trout fishing
station. Besides these cases, Mr. Dimock had, in July last, taken under forfeit 4 canoes,
and convictea 7 Indians for spearing salmon in the Cascapedia. Nearly all the Indians of
New Richmond made enquiry if they would soon be allowed to spear. I replied that I knew
nothing about it, but warned them not to violate the law in the meantime. The upper pools
of the river were reported to be full of salmon, and from all appearancesa still greater increase
of this fish may be expected in 1869. The convictions made at New Richmond will, 1
hope, have a beneficial effect, and will convince our salmen fishermen especially, that the depart-
ment will not "allow contraventions of the law to go unpunished. )

During the evening of the same day, we left New Richmond and anchored at Paspebiac.
Several American vessels had visited the place in July ; few of them however, it appears,
had licenses. . ) .

The next day, it blew from the south-east, but at night, the wind shifted to the west,
and we reached Port Daniel in the morning. Mr. Phelan reported everything quict in his
division ; codfishing was middling. ) )

Having left Port Daniel we reached Percé in the evening. I went ashore on the 18th
and found everything ir order. .
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_ During the afternoon we left for Gaspé Basin, where We remained until the 21st having
some repairs made to the schooner before our last visit to the north coast. There were about
10 vessels in Gaspé Basin loading and taking on board cargoes of fish. The crops looked
splendid all along the coast of Gaspé and Bay des Chaleurs. .

On Monday morning I took on board H. Kavanagh, Esq., Inspegtor of Customs, on his
way to Fox River, and landed him at the Peninsula. We then sailed for Magdalen Islands,
and on the 22nd cast anchor at L’Anse i la Cabane, Amherst. Having gone ashore I
ascertained that fall codfishing was bad, owing to a prevalence of stlfo:lg winds which pre-
vented our fishermen from going out as usual. It was the same at Moulin. No American
vesselshad been seen since my last visit, and summer as well as fall mackere] fishing was con-
sidered a failure, as the fish would mot take the bait. At 11 p.m. on the same day we
anchored at Amherst Harbour.

Note.—The foregoing part of Mr.Tetu’s report has been eompiled in this office from memoranda
found among his effects, and from progress reports made to the Department from time to time, during
the season. In the concluding paragraph of his last report of progress dated 23rd September, it is
observed.

« After visiting Magdalen Islands, I will leave for Natashquan and take on board the
fishery guardian from that place, and from Watcheeshoo River. I will afterwards visit the
north coast as far as Moisic, and from thence cross over to the south shore, calling at Gaspé
Bay, which place I ought to reach by the 15th of October. UnlessI have very fine weather, I
shall not proceed further down than Natashquan, as the season is too far advanced, and the
people will be in the interior. Everything goes well on board.” ;

This was his last commaunication to the Department. On the 12th of October, when off Thunder
River, he was taken suddenly ill, suffering from disease of the heart, of which he had previously had
gevere symptons, and expired after a few hours illzess, at the age of 34. .

The remaining period of the cruise of the vessel is accounted for from the letters of the Fishery
Overseer who was taken on board at St. John, and the journal of Mr. LeBlanc, sailing master, who
succeeded to the command.

On the 23rd September * La Canadienne” left Amherst and anchored at House Harbour.
On the 28th, left House Harbour, and on the 30th anchored at Natashquan. Visited
Natashquan River, and on 4th October anchored at Natashquan Harbour, and on the 5th
zlt)t Esquimauz 1'oint, and at Mingan which place she left on the 6th and anchored at Long

oint.

On the 7th October ¢ La Canadienne ” arrived at{St. John, where she took on board the
local Fishery Overseer, Mr. Beaulieu. On the following day visited Rambler’s Cove, and
on the 9th and 10th was delayed by calm, and then by stress of weather.

On the 11th (Sunday) the schooner left Long Point early in the morning with an east-
erly breeze en route for Moisic. About 8 a. m. she lay to opposite Thunder River, and Mr.
Tetu went ashore. On his return he looked very pale, and complained that he felt so ill on
landing, that he could hardly walk up the hill leading to Mr. LeBoutillier's establishment.
On returning he was seized with the same weakness, and expected every moment to be obliged
to give up the rudder to the boatswain. He complained of an acute pain in the region of
the heart. Taving ordered the Captain to shape the vessel’s course towards Moisic, and
being too ill to call at Shelldrake, he had to keep his room most of the day, although he felt
well enough to come on deck to say prayers, as is usual on board. In the afternoon also he
came on deck for the same purpose. When ncaring Moisic, the sea being too rough to anchor
orders were given to run into Seven Islands Bay, it then being about 5 P- m. when Mr
Tetu seemed to be well enough ; but the symptoms reappeared during the night, and at
4 2. m. he suddenly expired without utering a single word. ’

On the 12th Mr. LeBlane, sailing master, took charge of the schooncr and directed her
course to Father Point, but a strong breeze obliged him to change his course, and to steer
for Graspé, which he reached on the morning of the following day. ’

Having gone ashore, continues Mr. Leblanc, to sccure necessary help, I learned that
Dr. Fortin, ex-commander of ¢ La Canadienne,” was at Fox River. I sent ’him a message
and begged of him to give me assistance, but, owing to the distance, he did not arrive until
10 p.m. On the 14th, an inquest was held, and ajverdict rendered of ¢ Death from disease of
the heart.” The next dey, after 2 burial service, the body was placed on board of the Que-
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bec steamer, in charge of the first mate of ¢ La Canadienne,” to be delivered to his relations
at Quebec. On the 15th, I sent a telegram to the Department by the ¢ Secret,”” and on the 20th
received your answer, in which you instruocted me to pay every respect to the late Mr. Tetu's
remains, placing me at the same time in temporary command of the vessel, with icstructions
to complete the scason’s work, and when completed report at Quebee.

I was detaincd at Gaspé until the 23rd.when I left for Percé, and arrived there at 10:30
a. m. Having gone ashore, I found everything in order. Fall codfishing was good ; the boats
averaging 30 drafts of fish, and should the weather continue fine a good fishing was anticipated.

On the 24th, T left Percé for Point St. Peter, where, having settled the account: of
“La Canadienne,” I proceeded to Griffon’s Cove, and was informed by Mr. Veil that fall
codfishing was good. Everything being in order there, Ileft on the same day, intending to
visit Anticosti. During the cvening, however, a violent storm obliged me to change my
course and to sail for Moisic, where I anchored on the 27th. On going ashore, I ascertained
that the local Fishery Guardian, Mr. Thivierge, had already left for Qucbec. Everything
at Moisic was orderly and peaceable. Salmon fishing had been good, but codfishing was
rather poor; the fish having remained but a few days on the banks.

On the 28th, we anchored at Trinity Bay. The local Fishery Oversecr, Mr. Comeau,
informed me that everything was in the most perfect order in his division. Only onc offence
had been committed against the Fisheries Act, and the guilty party was fined for the same.
Contrary winds and snow detaincd me there until the 209th, when T left, and anchored at
Quebec on the 2nd of November.

According to your orders, I delivered the vessel over to the agent of the Provincial
steamers, to be placed in winter quarters.



REMARKS ON THE FISHERIES

AND

THEIR YIELD THIS SEASON.

FIRST DIVISION.
MAGDALEN ISLANDS.
Seal-hunting on the ice from Schooners.

This fishery, which in 1867 yielded 3,210 seals, was far from being =0 successful last
spring, only 848 of these animals being killed. It proved a complete failure, and our fish-
crmen greatly needed a good herring fishery to cover the loss experienced in their venture on
the former.

Subjoined is the number of seals eaught by the crews of Amherst and House Harbor
schooners: .

House Harbor—10 schooners.............. Cerreenretanen ternesarataarasnes 530 seals.
Amherst Iarbor—6 L i e e aae 318 «

Tt will be seen from the above returns that few of our fishermen could cover the cost of
outfit. From information gathered, I found out that this failure was owing less to a scarcity of
xcals than to the prevalence of strong North-westerly winds, which constantly blew in March
and April, driving the seals out of the Gulf. Our schooners had morcover met with a larger
(juantity of ice than usual on their way, and consequently the greater number of them could
not force o passage through, and get to the herds of scals. After toiling several days, some
were even compelled to lower their sails, and were unable to extricate themselves till about
the 10thor 15th May. Another cause of the failure of this fishery was from the circumstance
of no_ice-fields grounding near the islands which could be rcached by schooners; conse-
«uently the islanders were not nearly as successful as in 1867, when they killed 10,410,
Never before had this fishing proved such a complete failure.

Spring Herring Fishery.

In 1867, 15,630 barrels of herrings were caught by the inhabitants at the Magdalen
[slands, as well as by the crews of foreign schooners which repaired thither for this purpose,
and this fishery was deemed excellent. Certainly it was s0; but yet not comparable with this
spring’s fixhing.  Fifty-one schooners, 25 of which were from the United States, 14 from
Prince Edward Island, 8 from Nova Scotia and 4 from New Brunswick came to Amherst to
figh for herring, und after a short stay returned with 29,960 barrels of splendid herring,
remarkable for their size and fatness. The inhabitants also suececded well, and salted for
home consumption and for exportation 9,055 barrels. I was also informed that herrine
spawned after the schooners had left; so that the fishery was pursued without injury to this
valuable fish. At the time of my arrival at Magdalen Islands there was still a laroe quan-
tity of herring, and the shore was covered with their cous ‘
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QUANTITY oF HBRRING TAKEN.

In 1867 by the inhabitanta.........ccoccovemniiiiinniinniiii., 3,810 barrels.
“ by strangers......... e erear e e et e ee b aae 11820 «
4 U ) O TR 15,650«
In 1868 by the inhabitants.................. esres mraeaiieneerenens D0HH v
“ by strangers........cceereien e 29,960«
0171 SRR 1 X ) ) F5 D

Spring Mackerel Fishing.

Muckerel fishing, as well as seal hunting at Magdalen Islands, wus a total failure; the
fish coming in in very small gchools.

About 30 foreign schooners came to Amherst for this fishery, hat secing the scarcity of
fish, had gone back again. with the exception of 9 or 10, which, hoping to be a little morc
fortunate, had remsired  They succeeded, however, in catching only a few burrels.

QUANTITY OF MACKEREL TAKEN,

In 1867 by the inhabitants.....ccuvereeeiinierionininninnininiinnse 634 barrels.
€ DY BITADEOIA. .euurrrrererereniietiiee et 2,340«
T O erennes 2,974«
In 1868 by the inhabitants......coeereennrrermiienieiiinininnn. HIT
“ Dy BEFADZEIS....evvusrrsereratsmunsesiiriins srnseniaiinians 80 «
TOtAl. e vveerevarenrrenereeeersnerareires seruenninrssasmnsanenees 980 -

This is one of the worst fishings experienced for several years.

Summer Codfishing.

Happily for our Magdalen Island fishermen this fishing was tolerably good, the fish
being abundant and bait plentiful. Grindstone and Amherst Islands were the hest fishing
grounds; and a smaller quantity than usual of haddock was noticed amongstthe cod. This
was considered a fortunate ciroumstance, on account of the difference in price between these
two kinds of fish. Schooners from Amherst Island and House Harbor, which fished either on the
North coast or around the islands had also been successful, having caught altogether 3,915 quin-
tals. This may be considered middling fishing, still I believe that these schooners would have done
better in not going on the North coast, and if they had fished around the islands.
Acadian fishermen from Arichat, who every year resort to the islunds for eodfishing, are
generally successful, and especially so this year, when their schooners caught an avcrage of
from 300 to 400 quintals of codfish each, which may be considered as good fishing. T can-
not understand why our fishermen of Amherst and Allright Island do not follow the example
of those of Arichat, and fish at their own doors, instead of repairing to the coast of Liabru-
dor and incurring the expenses of fitting out. Fish so seldom fails at Magdalen Islands that
it would seem to me far more advantageous to fish there than to run the risk of a long and
tedious trip to Labrador, where, for several years past, codfish seem to appear ouly in certain
places. Did this fish always resort to the same spots, well and good ; for our fishermen could
then safely resort to such places and return with a complete carzn.  Unfortunately, however,
as already remarked, nobody can tell from one year to another where the cod will be the next
geason. In 1867 they were abundant at Blanc Sablon, but this year enly 2 fow were caught
there. The same rule applies to other parts of the coast. ’
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Summer Mackerel fishing.

Owing to the failure®f the spring fishing, every-one anxiously awaited. the appearance
of mackerel in July, August, September and OQctober, especially at the Islands, where, for
several years past, this fish has been abundant. I am sorry to have to remark that the fishing
was much inferior to that of 1867. In fact, of what account are some 100 barrels distri-
buted among the inhabitants of the islands? Nothing at .all, .comparatxyel_y speaking.
As to the cause of this failure, opinions differ; some attributing it to the limited number
of fish which resorted to the islands, others to the fact that the fish would not take the bait.
My own opinion is that the mackerel were scarcer than usual.

QUANTITY OF SUMMER MACKEREL TAKEN.

Autumn Codfishing.

The fishermen of the Magdalen Islands, strictly speaking. seldom pursue fall codfishing :
the summer is the season they rely upon. In the former season the winds are so violent, that
cven if codfish were abundant, as was the case last fall, our fishermen could not take advan.
tage of it: the weather sometimes preventing them from going out for two or three weeks
together. Everyone remarked that had it been otherwise, plenty of fish would have been
taken in the fall, for every fine day the boats brought in from 4 to b drafts. Such days,
however, were of rare occurrence, and consequently our people made but & bad fishing.

AUTUMN CODFISH TAKEN.

T 1865..reveurereseeeseneseressnneseseesesessennsseseesenesassens ceeeneena1,840 cWE
T 1866..vueerereraseecsesesesisiseesasesseseseasseseesesensesessssssesenns 1,790 «
In 1867............... Ceeteeeseeaeeetesaereaet s et ereeseaen e reneaseren 520 «
Tn 1868....c0evererenes cererrrerereaennas vt e 120 6

Mackerel Fishing jfrom Schooners.

Owing to some unknown cause, the nct as well as the bait mackerel fishery has nearly
failed on our coasts. As already stated, the spring fishing at Magdalen Islands had yielded
almost nothing to the inhabitants, and the foreign schooners which resorted shere to pursue
the same fishing had barely covered the cost of outfit. According to general opinion, mack-
crel appeared but in very small numbers in Pleasant Bay. However bad this fishery had
‘been, hopes were entertained of the results of the summer fishery. There was, however, to
be further disappointment in this instance. Mackerel, it is true, was seen on the shores of
Magdalen Islands, Gaspé and Bay des Chaleurs, but in such limited numbers that, with the
cxception of a few caught for bait, a very limited quantity was taken at the Islands and at
Gaspé Bay and Basin. The mackerel would not take bait at the surface of the water, and aftér.
trying every means for several weeks to induce the fish to come to the surface by means of bait, the
American schooners left the Islands and shores of Gaspé with only a few barrels taken. I
have since ascertained that at the end of August, or beginning of September, mackerel had
been abundant on the shores of Prince Edward Island, and that the schooners which had
resorted there had done well. It is to be hoped that this report was true, as otherwise the
loss incurred by our own and foreign schooners must have been very large if this fishing had
becn a failure everywhere. The cost of outfit is heavy, and to compensate for expenses
necessarily incurrcd by most of the vessels, it was necessary that there should be at least a
middling success. Tlie scarcity of mackerel was therefore the reason why I met so very few
American schooners near our shores. In June, J uly, September ang October, however,
when the results of this fishing were still uncertain, several schooners were seen in Bay des
Chalqurs, Paspebiac, Port Daniel and Percé,  From what I could ascertain, about one-third
hiadt licenses ; but the rest, dreading a bad season, preferred fishing only on the banks at



Magdalen Islands or outside the limits, rather than to pay for a license. Moreover, from
information obtained, I have rcason to believe that few were seen fishing inside of the, three
milo limits, and even those may have been provided with liccnses. During the whole of my
oruise in August I saw none of them acting in contravention of the law, and the owners of
sohooners whom I met without a license, had left without infringing the Act, after being
notified. Thefact of the matter is that, having fine and costly vessels, of which they are for thg
most part oWners, they can ill afford the risk of losing them, especially this year, by fishing
within the three miles limits. I have alrcady stated that mackerel appeared in Gaspé Ba;
about the end of August. Several schools were then taken; and, what is still more astonish-
ing, and perhaps had never been known before to huppen, this fish had been caught inside of
Gaspé Basin. It would seem that a school of sardines having appeared there, they had been
closely followed by another of mackerel, of which the people took advantage and succeeded in
catehing several barrels of this delicious fish. Generally speaking, mackerel was large and
very fat. It is only to be regretted that it was not more abundant; for this fish sells so well
on our markets that when it fails to appear, a large number of our fishermen feel its want.
None were seen on the coast of Labrador. They were formerly caught at Little Meccatina
and Mutton Bay; this year, however, none were seen. A very small quantity visited Seven
Islands Bay, and the only schooner I met there, and to which I gave a license—the ¢ John
Porter "—had only caught a few barrels, although she had been there for a fortnight.
Neither had the inhabitants done any better.  During my last visit to the Magdalen Islands
[ was informed by the fishermen that a large quantity of young mackerel had been seen along
the shores about the end of September. They were from two to four inches long, bit freely
and were very fat. They had never been noticed before. Must it be concluded, therefore,
that the larger sized fish has disappeared, that the banks arc ruined, and that, according to
the opinion of several parties, this smaller breed of mackerel has replaced the others? Such
a conclusion would be absurd. Mackerel, as wcll as other fish, has this year taken a different
run from that of previous years, and thisis all.  Who can say that the fishing of 1869 will
0ot be of the most abundant kind ? T would not at all be snrprised if' such was the case, and
can see no reason against it. Since w0 very few mackerel were caught this year, they were
not disturbed on the spawning beds, and they, from this very eircumstance, ought to reappear
in larger numbers on our shores. It is possible that the fish may have repaired to other
places to spawn, and will again return to their old haunts. Capelin has been known to
disappear for thirty years from places in Gaspé, where it was always found, and yet return
afterwards. Can any one say that it will not be the same with mackerel ? Let it therefore
be hoped that 1869 will witness a change for the better ; for another bad year of fishing
espeoially of summer mackerel, would be of the greatest injury to our fishermen, who most,
of them rely almost entirely on this branch of the fishery to eke out a living, like those of
the Magdalen Islands and river St. Lawrence.

NORTH SHORE OF THE GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE. NATASHQUAN TO BLANC SABLON.
The Inhalitants.

Some thirty or forty years ago, when mention was made of that portion of the Province
of Quebec lying north of the river St. Lawrence, especially the part ncarest to the eastern
limit of Canada—Blanc Sablon—it was presumed that nothing was so casy as to make a
fortune there. Indeed, from the abundance of seals and fur-bearing animals, some of our
fishermen in a few years werc emabled to lay by a competence. Amongst these the most
successful were the Robertsons, Jones, and Buckle. Some 2,000 to 3,000 seals werc caught
in one fall or in one spring by some establishments, and, when the price of seal oil at that
period is remembered, some ides can be formed of the profits realized. There was no com-
petition then with coal oil, and pale seal oil was also in great repute, holding the first rank
after porpoise oil. As soon as it reached the markets of Montreal or Quebec it was immedi-
ately sold at a fair price. For several years past, however, seals seem to have abandoned our
shores to resort to the ice banks of the gulf, and although large quantities were seen last fall
at Tabatidre, still our fishermen cannot rely on this fishery as formerly, Seal oil being
soarcer would be, as one would think, much dearer, or at least command a remunerative
price. But such is not the oase; coal oil has usurped its place, and other cils must in con-



56

sequence succumb. The cause of the state of poverty exper‘ienced by the mhabltant,s_of
this part of the coast may therefore be attributed to the scarcity of seals and the low price
of oil. Besides this, the fishermen say that there appears to be more ice in the Straits of
Belle Isle nowadays than formerly, when they were not obliged to lift up their nets to afford
it a passage. I cannot say how far this may be correct; but the fact is there has been a
ureat deal of hardship on this part of the coast since 1862, ?nd when these amphibious
animals were near the shore in abundance they could not set their nets to catch them, owing
to the large quantity of ice drifting over the limits of their stations. It was particularly so
at Anse des Duncs and Bradore Bay, formerly two of the best seal fishery stations, and which
from the above mentioned canses are now two of the worst. The failure of this fishery
must therefore be attributed more to rough weather and the ice, than to a decrease in the
number of seals. How often have I heard our fishermen say that if it ha'd not been for the
large quantity of ice in the spring, which prevented them from setting th;lr nets, they Wou]_d
huve made a larec catch, as the seals were abundant. Last fall the fishing was bad and in
the spring it was still worse. As already stated, rough weather and contrary winds are
unfavorable to this fishery. Last spring, for example, was very cold on this coast, as a proof
of which there were some three or four feet of snow at Olomanosheboo River on the 28th
June.  The winds were mostly from the north-west—precisely thosc which prevent the seals
{rom going up. Seal hunters from schooners belonging to the Magdalen Islands, Esquimaux
Point, Natashquan and Kegashka, who unfortunately did almost nothing this spring, attribute
this failure to cxcessive cold weather and to a constant north-westerly wind. The latter
drove the banks of ice covered with young seals out of the gulf, and it was with the
greatest difficulty that our fishermen could find a passage for their schooners, ono of which
was unfortunately lost, the crew, however, escaping. Others could not extricate themselves
out of the fields of ice in which they were jammed, before the beginning of Jume. All
thesc were additional causes of the bad suecess of our people on the north shore of the gulf.
It otter, mink, marten and foxes were plentiful as formerly, they could rely on these for
eking out a livelihood. Everybody knows, however, how scarce these animals have become.
1t is only the Montagnais Indians who continue this hunt and then after a journey of two or
three months in the interior, and frequently with but little success. It is then a matter of
little wonder if seal hunting is so seldom successful along our shores, and if the Indians find
s0 much difficulty in hunting in the interior. What remains, then, for the inhabitants of the
north coast when all these means of living fail? First salmon, then cod, and thirdly the fall
herring fishings. Iisheries fluctuate every year, and the one which varied least last year was
the salmon. 'T'his year, however, it was less successful than that of 1867 upos that part of
the coast lying between Kauaska and Blane Sablon. What is the reason of this? Is it
owing to a deerease in the number of fish ? Certainly not; as the upper parts of the river
are filled with thém. To what circumstance, therefore, must be attributed the falling off in
the catch between these two points?  The following is the information I have gathered, and
I would beg to call the attention of the Department to a matter which I have studied care-
fully for several years past, and which is of great importance for salmon fishermen between
Kegashka and the eastern limit of the Proviuce of Quebec.

Most of the time—that is, four years out of tive—salmon begin to ascend the Kegashka
Musiuarro, Washecootai, Olomanosheebon, Cacoachoo, Etamamu, Netagamu, St. Paul and
Nt. Augustine rivers only about the 15th, 20th or 25th of July. Before this date few or no
salmon are caught in these rivers; and these remarks apply also to the sea-shore stations.
T'his ycar, for inztance, no salmon were caught in these rivers beforc the 28th June; so that
our fishermen harely had fiftcen days’ fishing, from the 156th to the 31stof July ; doing very
little indecd during the two first weeks of the month. Tho licensee of Washecootal river
informed me that the 30th July, when he raised his nets, had been one of the best day’s
sneeess, he having caught twenty-four salmon, and that if he had been allowed to fish until
the 15:l of August, he would no doubt have made a good fishing. Allowing the salmon
fshermen on the fishery stations east of Natashquan to set their nets until the 15th August,
would be granting them a great boon for which they would be very grateful* As already

* Note.---This suggestion was carried out by the Regulation of 9th April, 1889, which reada as
follows: * Salmon may be fished for, caught or killed by means of nets on that part of the coast of
Labrador cast of (and including) the river Kegashka, in the Province of Quebec, between the
thivtieth day of April and the gixteenth day of Augustin eneh year.”
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remarked, owing to the limited profits arising out of codfishing and fur-nunting, salmon
fishing holds the first rank amony them, and in case of failure, those who follow these pur-
suits are at once without any mesns of subsistence during the winter, as they fish very little
for cod or herring. '

A singular fuct is that at Natashquan, distant only 30 miles from Kegashka, salmon ap-
pears early. Might not the causc of the delay in the appearance of the fish in this as well as the
more easterly rivers, be attributed to the difference in the temperature of the water ? The
bottom of these rivers being stony, and their banks covered with snow as late as June, their
waters must remain very cold until an advanced scason of the year. Who can tell whether salmon
resorting to the upper pools of a river to spawn do not choose those in which the temperature
is lowest ? Be it as it may: from one cause or another, salmon appear on this part of the
coastdlb days later than elsewhere, and the seasou of fishing is thercfore shortened by that
period.

Another fact worthy of note is, that last year when there was destitution on the coast
from the failure of the cod and herring fishery, it also prevailed in the parts already men-
tioned. Above lcyushika, people could have managed, I believe, to get throuzh the winter
without government aid; buteast of Kegashka the inhabitants having almost only salmon
fishing to rely upon, were indeed in the greatest want. Should this last fishery therefore
fail either by fluctuation or by reason of the non-appearance of salmon in the rivers by the
end of June, as was the case this yeur, what would be the result ? If the cod or herring
fishery fail, these people will be under the necessity of either calling upon the government
for provisions, or otherwise they will have to leave the coast. Owing to these reasons I have
taken the liberty, since salmon fishing is of the utmost importance to them, to recommend a
change in the Fisheries Act, and a modification in that part of it relating to the fishery ste-
tions east of Natushcuan.

In addition to salmon fishing, I also mentioned cod and herring fishery, placing them
second, as the fishermen of these localities do not follow them as much as they do the seal and
salmon fisheries, and for the following reasons. Formerly, when the two latter were abundan:,
attention was not paid to cod-fishing, and it is only during the past year they have followed
it ; but as this pursmit cannot be learned in a day, they are as yet not adepts at it. L1t must
also be borne in mind that cod-fishing lasts only one month at most, and sometimes less. The
want of timber renders the cost of boats expensive, and only those who have contrived to lay
by a little means, can procure them; those not possessing these bargzes, have but a wretched
flat to use, serviceable in fine weather only.

Want of salt again is often felt. This article can only be procured in the spring or fall
from a passing trader ; and should it happen that the fisherman has money on hand, he can
then procure it, otherwise he must go without ; in which latter case no cod or herring fishing
can be donc.

The three reasons above given prevent the Labrador fishermen from gaining a livelihood
from cod-fishing.

Turping to herring fishing, we find that it varics so much yearly on this part of the
coast, that our fishermen derive little benefit from it, since when the fish appear in one local-
ity only, very few can take advantage of it. )

Thus it can easily be secn how difficult it is for the inhabitants to live when fishing
fails. They have no land to cultivate, not a single inch of ground fit to sow, only turnips
and lettuce can be raised ; and that in places prepared expressly, where the soil has been car-
ried by the hand, and by dint of heavy and constant manuring. Everything must therefore
be procured from elsewhere, potatoes, pork, beef, in short every necessery of lifc; for how cin
it be expected that cattle can be raised, when fodder must be procured from a distance of
200 leagues ! . )

This is the position of our fishermen on the coast of Labrador; it is not certainly a
bright one, However when fishing is good there is nothing to fear, but should it fail, how
can they subsist through the winter. ) ) )

Although some idea may be foriaed of the dreariness of winter on this part of the coast,
still T think it must be beneath the rcality, and worsc even than the ideal. To be confined
for six or seven months without any means of communication With the outside world is cer-
tainly not very inviting ; it however could be tolerated, when there is no lack of provisions,
gtherwise it must be hard in the extreme, During this period they sometimes have the good for-
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tune to be visited by flocks of ptarmigan, or moose may be met with in the neighbourhood. This
unfortunately is not the case every year, and the needy in their distress apply to their neigh-
bours in better circumstances who refuse help, only when absolute starvation demands it.

The provisions sent last fall by the government were a great boon, and I was informed
by several, that without it there would have been cases of actual starvation, one half of the
people not having enough provisions to carry them through the winter. When the fisherman
1s poor, he need not expect credit from the merchants, and having been poorer than ever
during the last fifteen years, he is in greater need of assistance than ever.

I advised many of them to leave the coast and settle on the Bay des Chaleurs or the
Townships. The general answer I reeeived was: “ We have nothing now; how can we leave
and setile elsewhere? We are not accustomed to farming, having always fished ; how else
can we earn our living?” I do not pretend to say what the future has in store for them,
but judging from what I have seen, this future is dark and gloomy. The present state of
affairs bas lasted some years now, and I think will last till the inhabitants leave the
coast; for a failure of the fisheries entails on them a want of everything. These remarks
apply only to the residents east of Natashquan, as those west of that river seem to do well
enough.

I shall not here speak of the settlers at Esquimaux Point. Up to the present time
fishing has supplied their wants. Above Mingan, only a few families are scattered along the
coast as far as Bersimis, and I never heard that any of them were in want. This may be
accounted for from the fact of codfishing being generally good, and producing a sufficiency
to meet their wants and those of their families. ’

It might be that a bad season should occur there, as has happened elsewhere. This
however, will, I trust, scarcely take place, as codfish is usually abundant, and this season it,
was especially so at Mingan, Long Point, Magpie and Thunder rivers.

STATE OF OUR FISHERMEN IN THE DISTRICT OF GASPE.

It is with pleasure that I now leave the coast of Labrador to make a few remarks
respecting the county of Gaspé where a far more satisfactory state of things exists, both as
regards fishing as well as agriculture, for during the past two years the Gaspé people have
found that fishing without farming is nothing. It is a matter of regret that this discovery
was not sooner made, for had that been the case we should not have had to record bad years
and subscriptions would not have been necessary for the relief of the destitute. Howevcr:
a start has been made, and the government, by sending seed grain, has rendered a good
service to the fishermen, and an abundant harvest will dispel all fears for the ensuing wi;ter.
When once a fisherman has a piece of ground under cultivation Jarge enough to raise potatoes
on, he will be enabled to live even if fishing should fail. Hitherto the reverse has been the
case, and a successful fishing was necessary to enable the residents to procure provisions which
they were under the necessity of purchasing. The example given by a few of them during
the seven or eight years past, who abandoned fishing for the plough, thereby succeeding
in earning a comparative living, has had the effect of inciting others to do the same. and it
may be said that the notion of farming has now beome quite gencral. On the south coast of
the 8t. Lawrence, where a few years ago there was nothing but forests, a considerable extent
of cultivated land can now be scen. This by no means prevents the occupants from still
following cod and herring fishing ; the only difference is, that they do not occupy themselves
with the latter quite ay much as formerly. I am perfectly satisfied that during the appear-
ance of capelin last spring, had they fished as much as in 1867, their catch of cod would
have been threefold larger. Another reason which induced the Gaspesians to cultivate and
to find a means of living without the assistance of merchants, is the decision taken by the
latter not to make any more advances. There was no means of backing out ; theyﬁsh-
ermen had to adopt a new system, and agriculture became a necessity. This 'system of
advances has been fraught with more evil than is generally thought of, not only forythe fish-
ermen who cultivated no land, but for the merchants themselves. Tileir books are full of
bad debts, and if it had not been for these advances, many of our fishermen would to-day be
well-to-do, and would require to fish only to procure from the merchants articles of luxury
such as tea, coife.zc, &c.! However, better late than never ; and the beginning of this new’
order of things is so promising that there is no doubt of its success. The land borderin
the south shore of the St. Lawrence is certainly not very Jevel ; 5

" L WI still, fine table-1
with here and there; the soil is of a good quality, and jts ’p l‘Oxi;n ity toa t}ieuslg: ag:e?t;e;
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ameliorates the condition of the crops, the grain being seldom burnt with the sun. For
manure, the shore affords abundance in the shape of capelin, herring and cod heads, which,
with other fish offal, constitute the best kind. ~With all these advantages, the Gaspé fisher-
man must soon succeed, and even should a bad sezson occur, his land will yield enough to
support himself and his family. As already stated, however, things are as yet only just
beginning to alter. ' The work is far from being completed, but the will is there, and with
the little aid government might be induced to extend, the fishermen may succeed in getting
out of the depressed state the system of fishing without farming has brought them
nto.

A change was much needed in Gaspé; the people were so much in debt, and their
lands so heavily mortgaged that they no longer fished with the hopes of acquiring comfort,
but only to find 2 means of actual living. At the same time they were never afraid of run-
ning into debt. And now that this system which was practised altogether on too large a scale,
is abolished, there will be less useless expenditure ; and when the fishermen has to pay cash
for each article he needs, he will probably think twice before purchasing.

There is nothing so deceptive as an open account ; a man thinks he owes comparatively
nothing, and the real state of the case is only found out when the time for settlement comes.
This was the case with our fishermen ; for, although they had a good summer and fall fish-
ing they were always astonished to find scarcely anything to their credit at the end of the year,
although the reason of this was very obvious. Some of them who last spring were almost dis-
heartened when they heard that no more advances would be made, and were at 2 loss how to
manage during the summer, have now changed their minds, and begin to see that no other
means would have succeeded in extricating them from debt.

No more eredit being given in future, our fishermen will have to regulate their expenses
according to their tncome. In this manner there will be no more getting into debt ; they
will cultivate the land more, fish perhaps a little less ; but altogether will fare better than
during the past, and will every year be enabled to give something on account of old debts
entered into during years of abundance.

It was only when the fishing was good that the debts increased. This may seem strange
when the reason is not known. Let us suppose a fisherman to have cleared $100 during the
geason ; out of this he must pay $40 on accountof some old debt, because one way or other, and
with few exceptions there always was an old debt. Ile then had $60 left on hand to live on
during the winter. This would be insufficient for his wants, and the man haviog done well the
previous year, being a good fisherman, and there being every expectation that next year's fish-
ing would be good, the merchant would allow him advances, and the account once opened
everything went on smoothly, the bill growing larger every day. This is the true cause, why
the best fishermen did not succeed hitherto ; this is the cause of their working all their lite
without being able to earn a competency for old age ; this is the cause of indebtedness, and
with few exceptions of the general situation of our fishermen who tilled no land, and whose
gole means of living was by fishing.

Now however they all see the necessity and benefits of agrieulture, as without credit
there was no flour to be had, for cultivation alone can supply it to the producer. I am con-
vinced that everyone will join this movement, and that all their efforts will tend towards this
aim. .

Let us take an instance shewing the advantages of the new system. Anyone would
naturally suppose Mont Louis to be nothing else but a small bay, surrounded by high moun-
tains, and that the residents devoted their whole time to codfishing. This is a mistake.
Leaving the shore and following the banks of the river we come to level land, well cultivated ;
neat and tidy houses, and well-to-do farmers. What is the reason of the prosperous state of
this place, where formerly only codfishing was prosecuted ? The answer is, farming. I have
also noticed with pleasure that new lands had been opened for a couple of years past, and
one and all remarked that had they not turned their attention to agriculture, they could not
have subsisted during the past few years ; but thanks to that branch of industry matters now
went well enough. :

Tt ie to be hoped that this example will be followed by the Gaspé fishermen, and that a
bad season’s fishing, if it were to occur, would not bring €0 much misery upon the population *
of our coast, as formerly."
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF THE MARITIME AND FLUVIAL FISHERIES OF CANADA
FOR ONE HUNDRED YEARS PAST.

The majority of people, judging from appearances only, and never having examined
thoroughly the matter, repeat every day and every time that codfishing isnot as productive as
usual ; that that fishery is annually deoreasing in the Gulf,and that it is far from yielding as much
as it did fifty or one hundred years ago, and that sooner or later this fish will entirely disap-
pear from our coasts. Happily this is an erroneous idea, and I shall proceed to prove most
positively that there is no decrease in the number of codfish visiting the shores of the Gulf
and River St. Lawrence, and that, quite the reverse. our exports during the last few
years have been at least equal to, if not greater than formerly. As far as I can
ascertain, the following is the reason of the idea alluded to: not taking into account the
quantity of fish canght in the Gulf, but limiting themselves to two or three localities, where
they have collected their information, under the impression that codfish was abundant every-
where at the same time, these persons at once conclude that the fishery is failing ; and seeing
that ten years ago boats used to take from 80 to 100 quintals of cod during the summer
season at certain places where they hardly catch half of that quantity now, they unwisely
conclude that the fish is leaving our shores. This is a complete error. It must first be borne
in mind that codfish, like other grades of animal life, migrate and annually visit our shores
in greater or lesser quantities. The same rule applies to the buffalo, moose, &e., which are
plentiful one year and scarce another. It is not, therefore, to be expected that schools of eod
which enter the gulf will every year be the same, and comprise the same number of fish.
Consequently years will occur when, codfish being abundant, they will ascend the river as far
as Matane, and I have myself secen them as far as Escoumains, whilst other seasons, when
they are less numerous, they will be found only at the entrance to the Gulf, since a small
number will not require to go so far to find food, the herring and cupelin of Bay des Chaleurs
being sufficient for their wants. From this it is apparent that codfishing cannot always be
the same; it will depend entirely upon the large or small quantity visiting our shores.
It certainly is true that eighty or a hundred years ago, during the month of July, Percé
fishing boats nscd to take as much as 200 quintals of cod each. What is the reason that
these boats then caught each of them as many as three boats now do? Simply this: to
divide the wealth of 2 cod bank of say 4,000 quintals there were in those days but from
twenty to twenty-five boats, the share of each was of course larger, from their limited
number. What now, however, would a bank of 4,000 quintals be to divide between
the 150 boats of Percé and the boats of Bonaventure Island, lying in front ? Codfishing
has not decreased; but this branch of industry having spread, and the number of boats
" wing increased in consequence, the share coming to each 1s in reality smaller, but the grand
ivinl is the same, if not larger than formerly. What was codfishing when the Robins and
usiring came, one hundred years ago, to cstablish themselves at Paspebiac and Gaspé ?
The irttle vessel which brought over the first of these merchants is still in the memory of
people, and judging from her tonnage, the export of codfish could not have been very large.
Tt was not till several years later, that having increased their business and means, the firm
constineted larger vessels to transport their fish to a foreign market, that this trade became
remunerative. Until quite lately the flect engaged in the export of codfish from Bay des
Chaleurs was quite small, and when the trade was carried on only by the Janvrins and Robins
it could not have amounted to much. But mark the change in the period extending {rom
five to thirty years ago. What an increase in the number of vessels built, in the new estab-
lishments, and in the number of merchants springing up in every part of Gaspesia, every one
anxious to follow the steps of the Robins, and doing all in their power to procure this fish.
Is it thereforc to be wondered at, if after such a pursuit of the fish, it should have decreased
the individual catch ? But yet, far from having diminished, it is to this date caught in as
large quantities as formerly, with this difference, however, that there is a larger number of
boats to share the produce.

Another consideration ; Paspebiac, as well as Bonaventure, werc formerly considered
good fishing places, but the yield there has much decreased. Aud why ? Because there
were there then but two or three fishing posts in the Bay, at Grand River and at Percé, be-
yond which scarcely any fishing was done ; consequently there being no obstacle to the aseent
of codfish, they were abundant at Paspebiac. Besides there were fewer boats and less fishing
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was done at Miscou, Caraquette, and Shippegan. There were also fewer fishermen engaged
then than now in this braneh, if we take into consideration the hundreds of schooners which
resort annnally to Nova Scotia, Magdalen Islands, Anticosti and the coast of Labrador.

All these causes which formerly did not exist, prevent the cod from going up the river
and Bay des Chaleurs in as large quantities as formerly. But if the fish is not caught
at Paspebiae, it is caught somewhere else, and the yield is thus the same.

It is a well known fact that codfish is more abundant on the banks, than near the shores,
apart from the season of herring and capelin spawning. Our fishermen knowing this, have
always taken advantage of it, as the cod not only are more abundant in these places, but usually
larger. 1If, asitisargued, eod is diminishing, how isit that it is always found on the banks. The
French fishermen have fished for centuries on the banks of Newfoundland, and yet they still
take it there, and weather permitting, boats repairing to Miscou and Orphan banks, always
return with a good catch. If therc was a decrease in the quantity of fish, it would be felt,
but there is no perceptible difference on the banks. T'he reason is that these favorite resorts
of cod are uot regularly visited every day as fishing places near shore are, and that the
amount caught there instead of being taken with the heok in five or six days, by a theusand
boats, is caught during the whole summer, the latter being the secret of our fishermen always
succeeding when they repair to the banks.

The smal! size of the fish taken at Gaspé last spring, also led to the idea of their
decrease. Throughout the whole district of Gaspé at the commencement of the summer fish-
ery, the cod weve of a small size. But can we conclude from this that their numbers had
diminished 7 By no means ; and, the following will I think, explain the cause of the ap-
pearance of this small kind of cod on the coasts of Gaspé during last spring.

T have often remarked in rivers frequented by trout, that the larged sized fish always
kept one side of the channel and the smaller ones on the other. Is it because the latter fear
to become a prey to the former ; for among the fiony tribe, the larger generally feed upon
the smaller. Now this being the case with trout, why should it not be so with cod, which is
a still more voracious fish ? Who can say that when cod entered the Gulf last spring, the large
fish did not proceed to the north shore, probably in pursuit of the largest schools of bait, thus
leaving to the smaller fish the only option of following in the wake of the smaller schools of
capelin and herring which entered the Bay des Chaleurs ?

This explains why during last spring cod taken on the coests of Labrador and the
north shore was of a very large size, whilst on the coast of Gaspé it was so small. Although
there is an abundance of capelin in the Bay des Chaleurs, it ia nothing compared to the
quantity on the north shore. During July and August, the Gaspé fishermen were using
nothing else than squid, which was then abundant near the shore. Squid is the favorite bait
for cod, that fish preferringit to any other bait ; codfishing is therefore good as long ag squid
is to be had on the coast.

T shall now touch upon another question, and allude to the small fish on which cod
usually feed, such as herring, capelin, and smelt, which are the kinds specially abundant on
the coast of Gaspé.

Have these fish diminished on our coast, or has the quantity caught and used as manure
been injurious to the pursuit of fishing by our people ?

Although it is difficult to answer this in a positive manner, 1 can not perceive any sen-
sible decrease in the number of any of these fish. Some years it is true, they have been seen
in smaller quantities than in others—during a period of twenty or thirty years, capelin did not
appear at Percé, or its vicinity, —but this may be accounted for on the same grounds that cod-
fish was sometimes caught injlarge quantities on the coast of Labrador, and then for several years
after, it was seen only at certain parts. From this it seems apparent that capelin as well as
codfish bas not decreased. Instead of spawning in its usual locality, at the Islets or Newport,
it went either to Paspebiac or New Carlisle, 28 I have often remarked that when numbers
were caught at the Islets, fewer were found at Paspebiac. For instance in 1867, it was so
abundant at the latter place, thatfT have seen the inhabitants catch in one single night nearly
1500 barrels, and last spring there was still a large quantity on hand. ‘

Herring was never seen in such large quastities as it was at the Magdalen .Islzmgis this

-spring.  Forty thousand barrels were caught by fishermen from Nova Scotia, Prince Edward
Tsland, New Brunswick and United States, and by the islanders themselves. This may be
considered a splendid fishing and seldom equalled. At the date of my arrival, a few days
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after the schooners had left, Pleasant Bay was still full of herring, but the inhabitants required
no more, having salted all they wanted, and the shore was strewed with half-rotten fish
washed there by the waves. Who will, after this, say that herring is decreasing on our
coasts, and that it is less abundant now than formerly ? It is true that during the spring
herring was not as abundant as usnal in the neighbourhood of Carleton and Maria. But
may not the cause for this be ascribed to the fact of the fish baving stopped in part at Mag-
dalen Islands, which would thus account for the large catch at this latter place ? .

I have often heard it remarked by fishermen, that if people were not allowed to seine
herring and capelin for manure in the spring, these fish would be more abundant and would
stay longer on our shores during spawning time, thereby keeping codfish attracled to the
spot, and that from the abundance of bait, fishermen would thus have more success than in
previous years, 1Is this the case, however, and is it certain that if they were less seined,
capelin or herring would remain longer on our shores, even after the spawning season ? My
private opinion, however, is that as soon as the act of reproduction is accomplished, the fish
immediately return to the deep sea, not through fear of the fisherman’s seine, but becanse
nature requires it. I am ready to believe, though, that were a lesser quantity of this fish
seined, it would be more abundant, the same as with salmon, that is if all the stations were
closed it would be still more abundant than it is now. Apart from this there is something
else to be taken into consideration—the injury occasioned to the farmer were he prevented
from seining, and the loss to the salmon fishermen should their stations be closed. Was it
not far better to go to work quietly at first? By doing this for the last few years, it can to-
day be asserted that our salmon fisheries have increased threefold since the system of the pro-
tection of fisheries has been in force, and thie without its being at all oppressive to our fish-
ermen. It is the same with herring and capelin, which apnually repair to our shores: we
fail to see a decrease—quite the reverse. These will, I think, be deemed successful results.

I need not speak of smelt fishing ; it is unusually abundant this year, and the other day
I saw the bottom of Port Daniel Bay covered with these little fish.

Civilization, with its daily progress, may drive wild animals away and remove them to
the polar seas, as in the case of whales and seals; but it is not so with codfish and salmon,
for civilization harlly troubles them, and as long as Percé, Orphan’s and Miscou Banks will
exist, codfish muct be found there.

Bultow fishing has been abolished in several places, especially on the north part of New-
foundland, where the French fish. In our country this prohibition has been extended to the
Magdalen Islands. Why is this mode of fishing prohibited by such skilful fishermen as the
French ? Is it on account of its being injurious? Several fishermen agree in saying that
by this mode of fishing all the large or mother fish, which are always on the banks, are
caught. But why should not a small-sized cod spawn as well as a large one? There is
pothing, I think, to prove that it is only the large ones which do so. Then what harm can
there be in taking a large fish, which must yield three times more than a small one? The
profit of the fishermen is not so much in the quantity as in the weight of fish caught, and the
Leavier the fish caught, the larger his profit. However, the questionjwhether bultow fishing
is mare injurious than any other method, is still undecided. One thing is certain : when the
cod last fall would not take the bait from a hand line, our Gaspé fishermen would have fared
badly had they not used bultow lines, with which they succceded well enough. It has been
proposed to abolish this way of fishing. But how can it be done ? 1Is it to be inside of the
three miles limits from our shores? But no one sets lines so near as that, and outside is the
open sea.

I shall now make a few remarks on salmon fishing, which, according to some statements,
is daily falling off, is soon to disappear and to be spoken of as a thing of the past; and all
this because fixed engines and brush fisheries are not abolished, and the use of seines substi-
tuted. This idea might be carried out in theory; but with the exeeption of 2 few rivers,
where shall we find in Canada a sandy bottom level enough to permit the use of seines? Can
this be done at the Etamamu, St. Paul, Napitippi or Kegashka rivers, or in other places
outside rivers, or on the north and south shores of the St. Lawrence, where the bottom is
generally of large boulders and the sea runs so heavily that it is with difficulty our fishermen
can visit their nets, and arc sometimes even utterly prevented from doing so for several days
together ? Are those favorable spots for seining ?  In order to pursue this fishery with suc-
cess, it is necessary, first of all, that the bottom must be & sandy level, with no stones or
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rocks to lift the seine, for if that should happen, the haul is lost ; the fish finds a means of
escape and takes advantage of it. DBesides this, a rocky bottom tears and destroys the nets,
which must be continually mended. Again, how long would seining last? Five or six
months, as in Europe ? No; only four or five weeks at the most. Were our rivers like
those of England and Scotland, and had we several months for the purpose, we might follow
that plan. But with such a limited season as ours and such unfavorable ground, no other
method of salmon fishing can be followed, with the success aimed at by the government, than
that now adopted, having a regard to the increase of the fish and at the same time looking
to the interests of trade and the welfare of the fishermen. By abolishing all fixed engiues
used fer salmon fishing, injury would be inflicted, especially on the latter. The wise policy
adopted by government in putting a stop to spearing, in regulating the modes of fishing and
the distance between the nets, has not only protected the interests of trade and of the fisher-
men, but those of the country also, and has already succeeded in trebling the number of salmon
in ourrivers. Should proof of this be necessary, let the incredulous visit Bay des Chaleurs,
the north coast and Anticosti. Let him enquire of the fishermen themselves whether the yield
is not better now than in any previous season; let him take a canoe and visit the upper
waters of our rivers, and when he has counted the thousands of salmon which are to be scen
there during the spawning season, and which have escaped the nets, he will return convinced
of what is above stated. The fact is so apparent to the fishermen that they have little doubt
of success, and applications are daily made for new stations. What a contrast to 1859, when
the first licenses were issued | Then, from the uncertainty of taking anything, people would
rather forego fishing than run the risk of paying license fecs and catching nothing in return.
Times are fortunately changed ; and should government decide to grant new licenses, it will then
shew whether our fishermen think that the salmon is decreasing. I am convinced that all who are
able to secure a station will manage to procure sufficient twine for nets, and will willingly pay a
license fee, knowing that the proceeds of their fishing would in a few days remunerate them.
Despite the predictions of those who claim that the system now pursued is the forerunner of
an early disappearance of salmon from our coasts, I am pleased to repeat that, so far from
this, salmon visited us last summer in larger numbers than ever. ~OQur fishermen
have caught a remunerative supply, and the upper part of the riversis full of them. What
more is needed ? When we consider that this protective system has only been in operation
for a few years, the result surpasses belief. I insist upon it that what has been done has
been done well, and the end in view has been attained by the government. We may for the
future safely dispel all fears of the disappearance of salmon, and live in expectation of seeing
this noble fish placed within the reach of the purse both of the poor and wealthy. Of course
it might happen, as in the case of codfishing, that there will be fluctuations. This we must
expect ; but the difference will never be large enough to influence our markets, and judging
from the past, the number of good years' fishing will always be greater than the bad, as
experience has already proved.
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EXTRACT

From the Log-book of the Government schooner La Canadienne, for the season

of 1868.
Date. ‘ ; . ‘ Date. , H.M.
May 13|Left Quebec... cocevevuicn... 5 00 p.m.| J’ne 20 Left the North Cape ............ 9 30 a.m.
“ 13|Anchored at Cape St. Ignace.. 9 40 p.m I" « 20" Anchored at Bryon's Island.... 035 p.m.
* 14|Left Cape St. Ignace...... “ 20 Lelt Bryon's Islaud. .......... 315pm
“ 14|Anchored at Pillars... . “ 2} Anchored at Percé ..... .... 11 30 am
« 14|Left Pillars.....o...... tecees 4 00 pm “ 23 Left Percé....oevrvvuaiiinnin 5 30 am
“ 14|Anchored at Pointe aux Ping ., 6 00 p.m u“ 23 Anchored at Pomt Petur tess10 50 a.m,
4 17|Left Fointe aux Pins.......... 4 30 a.m “ 23, 'Left Point Peter.. ... 130 p.m.
“ 17'Anchored off St.Jean......... 9 10am.|| “ 23\Anchored at Gmnde (xl‘e‘e . 930 pm.
% 17|Left St. Jean, Port Joli.. 1 30 p.m “ 24'Left Grande Gréve....... e... 615 8am,
 17(Anchored at St. Denig......... 6 20 p.m « 24 Anchored at (+aspd Bagin.....10 0v a.m.
¢ 20|Left St. Denis...... .. ... 500pm.[| ‘ 26Left Gasp¢ Basin...... RN 10 00 a.r.
¢ 20[Anchored at Green Island.. ... 6 30 p.m.|| “ 26'Anchored at I uglastown .... 150 p.m.
« 20|Left Green Island ............ 8 30 pm.|; * 26 Left Douglhstown ........... 4 05 p.m.
« 20|Anchored below Green Island..10 30 p.m.}| ‘ 26 Anchored at Grande Giéve... 8 00 p.m.
« 23|Left Green Island ............ 6 00 am.[| ¢ 27 Left Grande G;réve........... § 30 a.m.
¢ 21l Apchored at Basque Island.... 7 46 a.m {27 Anchored at Malbaie ........11 30 a.m.
‘¢ 21|Left Basque Island ............ 4 30 p.m ¢ 28 Left Malbaie ........... 5 00 a.m.
¢ 221 Anchored at Barnabé Island...... 7 0v a.m ‘ 28 Anchered at B:rachois . .. b 45 am.
« 24|Left Barnabé Island.......... . 600am 29 Left Barachois _.... s eeeaseense 620 8.
¢ 28| Anchored at Amherst, Magdalen ‘29 Anchored at Cape Rosier..... 5 20 p.m.
Ialands....oevveeeinceanens. 0 40 pm % 29 Left Cape Rosier .............. 620 p.m.
« 29 [Left Amberst Island ........ wereeee 2 30 B.m ‘¢ 29 Anchored at Griffon’s Bay...... 8 15 p.m.
¢ 29[ Anchored at House Harbor .... 6 30 a.m ' 30 Left Griffon’s Bay...... ..... 10 35 a.m.
« 30|Left House Harbor......... ven 500 aMm 't 30 Anchored at Great Fox River..11 45 a.m.
¢ 30|/Anchored at Amherst......... 6 50 a.m, July 1 Left Great Fox River ...... weee 945 am.
«¢ 30(Left Amherst....... 410 pm 1'Anchered a: Cape Baré ......10 20a.m
¢ 31|Anchored at Gaspé Basin.. 9 20 p.m ‘1 Left Cape Baré........... ves 330 pom,
June 5|Left Gaspé Basin.............. 3 00 a.m w 3l nchoered at Grand Etang ... 330am
“ 5(Brought to at Point Peter ..... 1 00 p.m ‘" 3|Leﬁ. Grand Etang ........... 035 am
¢ 5(Left Point Peter.....ccvv0vees 1 30 pm ‘“ 3|Anchored at Grande Vallée..., 1 06 p.m
“ 5lAnchored at Percé............ 3 30 pm “ 3 Left Grande Vallée.... ...... 445p.m
«  T|Left Percé. . .. 540 am ‘¢ 3 Anchored at Magdalen River.. 8 40 pm
‘“ 7]Anchored at Mnrm. veerseaass.11 50 pm ‘4 Left Magdalen River ..... ..... 10 00 a.m
«  glLeft Maria...... .900am ‘ 4|Anchored at Mont Louis...... 530 p.m.
‘t 8|Anchored at Carleton.. .« 2 60 pm.|[ “ 6Left Mont Louis ......... ...10 45 a.m.
‘¢ glLeft Carleton...... .... 3 20 p.m ‘“ 6lAnchored at Mont Louis...... 2 20 p.m.
“ 9rAnchored at the Mission....... 6 65a.m.|| ‘ 7 Left Mont Louis...... <...... 5002 m.
¢ 19)Left the Mission...... cevevess 1 46 pm ‘ 7lAnchored at Glande River.... 2 40 pm.
“ 10| Ancbored at Carleton..... . 4 45 pm ‘“  8|Left Glaude River ........... 9 00 a.m.
¢ 12| Left Carleton.e...cvuun... 3 16 a.m 8 Anchored at Glaude River....11 05 a.m.
« 12| Anchored at New Rlcbmond 7 10 a.m 8 Left Glaude River...... ...c..... §0® p.m.
« 12| Left New Richmond ............ 2 00 p.m ‘* 9 Anchored at 2 miles from St.
¢ 11| Anchored at Bonaventure...... 4 30 a.m Ann River ............. 600 am.
¢ 13|Left Bonaventure............. 6 00 am,}| “ 10|Left from 2 miles from Nt. Ann
¢ 14|Anchored at Paspebiac.. . 840 am River voviveeinnnnan. eee 915 am.
4 14| Left Paspehiac........... < 4 00am.| ¢ 13|Left St Anne des Monts.. ...... 1 1 p.m.
‘“ 14| Anchored at Port Daniel. w 91lbam “ 13|Anchored 1 mile from St. Anne
“ 14| Left Port Daniel.. «.e 5 10pm des Monts .. ceiseaees 230 pan.
« 15|Anchored at Grand vaer.. «.11 00 a.m « 13|Left 1 mile from St. Anne des
‘ 1n|left Grand River.............. 3 15 p.m Monts ....o.veun.. .. «e. «» 345 p.m
‘¢ 16| Anchored at L'Anse dn Cﬂp 4 30 p.m.|| “ 14 Anchored at Rimouski....... 3 45 am.
‘“ 161 Left L'Anse du Cap ...e....... T 40 p.m « 17'Left Rimouski. .......... e.ee 130 p:m..
“ 16| Anchored at Entry Island (Mag- « 18|Anchored at Tr mny Bay......11 45 a.m.
dalen Islands)..... ees 4 40 pm L 18lLeft. Trinity bny.‘......... . 300 pm.
M 17(Left Entry Island ........ . 430 am|l *19/Anchored at Moisie..........11 30 am.
‘ ‘lx Anchored at Amberst.. . 5 50am ¢« 20|Left Moisie...... .. ceeees 230am,
¢ 1+|Left Amherst ........ feres e 2 20 p.m. I " 20 Anchored at May Islands .... 920 a.m.
“ 18| Anchored at Houss Harbor.... 4 45 p.m..| « 20 Left May Tslands ... .srr ..o 11 45 nn.
:: 19 LA,efthHouse Harbor............ 1 30 p.m. | “ 21|Anchored at Seven Islands.... 8 20 a.m,
19| Anchored at the North Cape of 21 Left Seven Tslands........... 916 am.

Magdalen Islands..oyy wpreiner 6520 p.m.

2
\Brought to at Moisie...... ., ,1Q0 30 & @,
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Extract from the Log-book, &c.— Continued.

Date. H.M.
July21 Left Moisio v.oivevevaneeesess1200am.

Aug 1|Anchored at Fog Island....... 930 a.m.'
1'Left Fog Island.......ceees-. 636 p.m,
2|Anchored at Cocoaehoo .,..... 430 pm.

4|Lieft Coe0ach0o v.vevesanacnn. 8 40 a.m.

¢ 22|Anchored at Shelldrake ....... 645 a.m.
22!Left Shelldrake ......... eeeeel0 B0 a.m,
22| Anchored at Thunder River......10 05 p.m,
22|Left Thunder River ........... 2 00 p.m,
22}Anchored at Rambler's Cove... 3 20 p.m.
22|Left Rambler's Cove . ..... vee. 650 pan,

23| Anchored at St. John River.... 8 20 p.m.
23'Left St. John River ......... ..10 15 a.m.
23| Anchored at Long Point. ......11 45 a.m.
23|Left Long Point.oesieeeaanaea 3 35 pam.
23, Anchored 2t Mingan .......... 430 p.m.
26 Left Mingan...veeeeenes-anaes 440 pom,
26| Anchored at Niapisea Island..... 9 00 p.m.

27|Left Niapisea Island .......... G 10 a.m.

27) Anchored at Esquimaux Point. 7 45 a.m.
28|Left Esquimaux Point......... 9 40 am.
28|Brought to at Watsheeshoo Riv. 446 p.m.

28'Left Watsheeshoo River....... 545 p.m.
29! Anchored at Natashquan River. 0 40 a.m.|
‘29|Left Natashquan River....... . 230 pm.
29 Anchored at Kegashka River... 3 50 p.m.
29|Left Kegashka River ......... 5 30 p.m.
29|Anchored at Kegashka Harbor. 7 25 p.m.
31|Left Kegashka Harbor........ 6 30 p.m,:

5{Brought to at Wha.lc Head of

5

Left Whale H;ad.o.fSt Aug.-;

6|Brought to at St. Augustin ....

6 Left St. Augustin ..

7\Anchored at Bonne Esperance 6 40 a.m.

7'Left Boune Espérance ........11 00 a.m.

7|Anchored at Blanc Sablon .... 150 p.m.
13|Left Blanc Sablon ....e...00. 11 55 am.
18' Anchored at Gaspe Basin...... . 330 pm.
21|Left Gaspé Basin . veeessa 1000 am,
21|Anchored at Perco. tvess nasane 3 80 p.ma.
23|Left Percé .vooucavaen .. 330 am.
23, Anchored ot L’anFe an Cap 810 a.m
24/ Left L’ange au Gap veesewaeas 120pm
24|Anchored at Percé.. veeere 320 pm
26, Left Percé.. tee eines 920 2m
26:Anchored at Bars.chom ....... . 010 pm.

¢+ 26,Left Barachois ..., .cc0 ... 150 p.m.

26| Anchored at Malbaie... . 505 pm.
27| Left Malbaie .. . .....c..... 150p.m.
27! Anchored at Percé.. veeese 230 pm.
28! Left Percé...... ........10 40 a.m.
28|Lay to at Grande ‘Gréve ...... 310 pam.:
28 Left Grande Gréve...... .. 350 pm.
28l Anchored at Gaspé Bank 7 66 p.m.
29 Left Gaspé Bank...o.oovun . 300pm.
30/ Anchored at Percé...... 130am

30| Left Percé.oveeeeeesacnsan ...10 30 p.m.
31|Anchored atAmherst Bank, Mag-
dalen I81aRA8 ¢vve eave caree. 710 pm.

Meccating cooveaeesse. =ases 310am.
Left Whale Head of Meceatina..11 15 a.m.

5|Brought to at Baie Rouge...... 400 p.m.
5|Left Baie Rouge...co0 vvvurn . . 530 p.m.
6 Brought to at Whale Head of St.

6; Augustin <10 50 a.m.

Date! H.M,
Sept 1|Left Amherst Bank....... vess 635 a.m.
1|Anchored at Amherst Harbor ... 9 30 a.m.
¢ 2|Left- Amherst Harbor...... ..., 5 20 am.
¢« 2| Anchored at Cape Mouille..... 8 45 a.m.
¢« 2|Left Cape Monille ......... . 510 pm.
“ 2|Anchored at Amherst Hurbor 6 45 p.m.
“  4|Left Amherst Harbor.............., 4 00 p.m.
¢ 4|Anchored at -1 miles off Grande
Entrée...cccovieee cavienonas 9 30 p.m.
it 5:Left off Grande Entrée....... . 520 am.
« 5lAnchored at Grande Entrée,
‘ Magdalen Islands....... wees 6208,
t 5 Left Grande Entrée ........... 930 am
¢ BlAnchored at Cape North...... © 20 p.m.
¢ ¢|Left Cape North.. . .. T15a.m.
i g|Anchored at Bryon Isla,nd 9 00 a.m!
¢« 7|Left Bryon Island.. 9 40 a.m.
¢ 7)Anchored at Old }'zu'ry Head.. 200 p.m.
@ 7iLeft Old Marry Head...... ... . 620 pm.
« 9lAnchored at Percé........... .11 45 a.m.
« 10!Left Perct..... Creerars sanaen 900 a.m.
¢ 10| Anchored at Grand River...... 200 pm.
¢ 10|Left Grand River............. 5 00 p.w.
¢ 10|Anchored at Pabos ... ....... G600 p.m,
¢ 10;:Left Paboa.. ceeeraeaes . 710 pax
t 11|Aunchored at New Ru,hmond ... 8230 pm,
«t 13|Left New Richmond .......... 445 a.m.
« 13|Anchored at Carlcton......... G 50 a'm.
¢« 14|Left Carleton...... . veenee 930 2.,

14! Anchored at New Richmond....11 30 a.m.
14|Left New Richmond ..... . 700 p.m.
15|Anchored at Paspebmc . 050 am.

« 17,Left Paspebiac ... 520 uan.
« 17|Anchored at Port Dnmel 9 40 a.an.
¢« 37|Left Port Daniel.......... .. 240 p.m.
« 17|Anchored at Percé........ eees 835pm.
« 18|Left Percéscence vavas oun 1100 a.m.
« 1g|Anchored at Gaspé Basin,..... 340 p.m.
« 91|Left Gaspé Basin............. 10 00 a.m.
« 93lAnchored at the West Point of
Magdalen Islands........... 030 a.m,
« 9giLeft the West Point,.......... 045 pm.
« 99|Anchored at Amherst... ...11 00 p.m
« 95Left Amberst........ eeves.ees 320 am
« 951 Anchored at House Harbor .... 115 p.m
« 9g|Left House Harbor............ 11 10 a.m.
st 30| Anchored at Natashquan River. 1 55 p.m.
«t 30|Left Natashquan River........ 3 35 p.m.
[ 30 Anchored at Natashquan Harbor 4 95 p.m.
Oct 4 | i.eft Natashquan Harbor....... 9 55 a.m.
“o4 i Anchored at Esquimaux Point... 8 10 p.m.
«  5'Left Esquimaux Point......... J130 p.m.
« g'Anchored at Mingan,..... ese. 315 pm.
a  giLeft Mingan ....... eees 21130 a.m,
« g|Anchored at Long Pomt eseses 230 p.m.
«  g'Left Long Point.. 7 25 am.
" 6 ' Anchored at St. Jolm Rlver.... 2 40 p.w.
« glLeft St. Jobn River.. 5 40 p.m.
“ G]Amhored nt Ramblex s Co\ e... 700 p.m.
« g Left Rambler's Cove..,....... 9 00 a,m.
« g'Anch. at Ramblers Cove [calm]. 9 30 a,m.
« g Left Rambler's Cove......e. ... 3 00 po.
«t g'Anchored at Long Point ...... 6 30 p.n.
¢ 10|Left Long Point.......... veen 930 am.
t 10{Aunchored at Block Point......... 140 p.m.
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Extract from the Log-book, &c.—Continued.

Date. HM. Date. H.M.

Oct 11|Left Block Point icu..... ve.. 515am.||Oct 24/Anchored at Griffon's'Cove.... 7156 p m.
s 11|Brought to at Thunder River... 8 05 a.m.|[ * 25|Left Griffon’s Cove... veea10 00 2.m,
« 11'Left Thunder River........... 850 am.!| ¢ 27|Anchored at Noisie w. 040 a.m.
¢ 11 Anchored at Seven Islands .... 460 pm.|; Z'Ilbeit Moigie vovevacareene. ..11 30 a.m.
“ 12 Left Seven Islands........... .10 20 a.m.|| ¢ 28.Anchored at Trinity Bay......11 00 am.
« 13 An-hored at Gaspé Basin..,...11 15am. || ¢ 29/Lett Trinity Bay.......... veen
t« 23 Left Gaspé Basin........... v 530 am,| ‘31 Anchored at Kamouraska...... 7 25 p.m.
¢ 23 An-bored at Percé........... .10 30 a.m. 'Nov 1|Left Kamouraska.......cc.oce-a 2 00 pm,

24 Lett Percé....oovv.une .10 45 am./| ¢ 2|Anchored at St. Thomas....... 016 am
“ 24'Lay to at Point St. Peter .........12 00 a.m.|| ¢ 2 Left St. Thomas.............. 330 a.m.
4 24 Left Point St. Peter........... 045pm.ll ¢ 2|Anchored at Quebec.......... 7 45 a.m

APPENDIX No. 5.
REMARKS oN THE FISHERIES OF THE SOUTH SHORE OF THE RIVER ST. LAw-
RENCE, FROM POINT LEVI To MATANE, ENUMERATED IN DETAIL IN THE
ATTACHED STATEMENT.

Spring fishing on that part of the south shore extending from Point Levi to Matane, has
been unusually good, especially the herring fishery. A single brush fishery in the neighbour-
Lood of Rimouski caught over 3000 barrels of herring, part of which had to be used for
manuring purposes, for want of sufficient help to salt them down. The fish caught were also
of a very fine quality, and remarkably fat.

One great drawback however seems to lie in the crowded number of fisheries in certain
localities. The Departmenthas of late been trying to shew that it would be to the advantage
of the fishermen if they were to join together in setting fisheries, thereby diminishing the
cost of manual labor and materials in so doing, whilst the profits would be the same, if not
larger, and the fish would have more chance to visit the shore for the purpose of spawning.
Xvery habitant having from time immemorial been accnstomed to set his own fishery in front.
of his own land, does not at all relish the idea of going into partnership with two or three of
his neighbours, and setting only one fishery were two or three formerly existed, even should
he be well convinced that he will thereby be a gainer. Like every other improvement this,
it must be supposed, will require time to effect, and reconcile persons to it.

All other fishing has been unusually good, as will be seen by referring to the statistics
appended to this report.

Salmon fishing is steadily improving, and there is a marked improvement in the rivers
frequented by this fish.

Matane river, where the Department hag caused a fishway to be erected on the mill-dam
bids fair to become before long, a good salmon river. This fish had of late almost deserted
the stream, but by putting a stop to all net fishing, by building an effectusl fishway, and
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preventing sawdust and mill rubbish from being thrown into the river, salmon has again ap-
peared therein. Gratings have also been placed under the sluices of the mills, thereby forcing
the fish to take the fishway. Salmon has been seen at a distance of thirty-six miles above
the dam. Tt is a pleasure to add, that in this work of improvement the Department has been
spiritedly supported by the mill owners.

Great changes have also been attained at Metis river, which was formerly almost deserted,
the late catch of one net there amounting to only eight salmon. Spearing has heen stopped
therein, several successful prosecutions have been brought, and the river kept clean. A larger
number of salmon were seen spawning in Metis river last fall than for several year past.
Rimouski river has wonderfully improved of late. TPoaching has been prevented, and a stop
put to choking the stream with mill refuse and saw-dust. No other fishing than angling for
for salmon is allowed in the river, and that cven on a very limited scale. The followine
figures will show the improving catch by means of angling.

B2 T P 8 Salmon
T8B. ve it eirieeaeneeaiar eemeri et eiaatetaie careraareararerereraraaens ans 22«
) 8 SO PP P TP PPPPON eeraaeas 36 «
1868....civiiiirenriiennas Ceeeereeeenecaraeaeaies eerarersanaaarent sarecresnnnnns 48 ¢«

There is no fishway at the mill dam on the Rimouski river, the old one built there in
1860 having been allowed to decay as useless. The best spawning beds being in that portion
of the river between Mr. Sylvain’s mill and the mouth, it is not considered desirable to let
the fish any higher up. The net fishery at the Government wharf of Rimouski, about three
miles outside of and below the mouth of the river, now yields one hundred and fifty salmon.
It "has been customary since this river was protected and improved to take above five hun-
dred salmon at the wharf station, but having been instructed by the Department to curtail
the pet, the owner was compelled to leave nearly two hundred yards clear distance between
the inner end of the net, and the point of the wharf. There was another salmon fishery
stand in the immediate neighbourhood, at Little South-west river, which also took about 200
salmon ; and as this also operated as a serious drain on the river just at the period of its first
recovery from former injuries, the Department ceased to license it, and closed up the fishery
for the present. _

The Department has caused the rock at the Basin of St. Thomas, to be blasted, in order
to form a succession of natural basins, by which the fish can easily ascend and surmount the
falls. It is intended in connection with this, to try artificial fish breeding at this spot, and
restock River du Sud.

Owing to several local causes, porpoise-fishing has been a failure.

ALFRED BLAIS,
Fishery Overscer.
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APPENDIX

STATEMENT of the number of Fishing Stations, Revenue, value, description of
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tirand Capuein .. [ Jean Tite. Saucier......... .
Yia Weippert......cccoveenns | Frs. Saucier and Frare. ot

Buissau, Jacob Hug‘il.es..

Anse Lacroix..

Do .-
Poivte au Massacre..
Matone ....ceeee

Sto. Felicild to Matane...

“

Grand Matane...
Petit Matane ....
Sandy Bay to Métis
Anse de la Petite.
Liver Blanchg..

D .

Do...... -
N. E. of the Gran

River Blanche........ sen
South-east of the Boules

Pointe Petit Metis..
Anso aux Morts...
«

L. IL. Gosselin....

«|J. Janot.......
Les Habitants.
Octave Desjardins.
...|Augustin Harrison
...|Pierre Savard....

.|Hypolite Dechéne.
«..|Pierre Marquis ..
...;Simon Lachance.
...thar)es Thibeau ...
...‘Alexandre Grant .
...| Augustin McDonald.,
...|Guillanme Gagnon
+..|Tara&l Truchon..
...|Busghe Imbeau.
...|Rémi Ouollet..

.\Forty Habitants........
. do

do

.|No&l Tremblay.....
.|Btienne Levasseur.
.|Micbel Proulx.....
... |Hilaire Campagna...
George Levassocur ..
Thomas Gagoon...
Thomas Burke .
...... John Ferguson..
.| Peter Loggatt.

——

.|Colin MoVay...ccueas o
.|Alexander McDonald.
Wm. Campboell.....
John Coohrane.....
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e
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No. 5.

fish, number of hoats, &c.,in the division of the undersigned Fishery Overseer, 1868.
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ALFRED BLAIS,
Fishery Overseer.



RETURN of Fishing Stations, yield, value, kinds of Fish, &ec., within the District of the undersigned Fishery Officer.

LOCALITY.

NAMES OF PROPRIETGRS.

Anse aux Morts.c...oveeeie
[14

Grand Métis....
[{3

Point aux Sn;.l.l.o:;:
[
[{3 .
Ste. Flavie..........

.. |Blzéar Coté..........
..!Pierre Aubain..
.|André Simard....

..|Adam Banvil..
«*|Joseph Boucher.
..|Joseph Lavoie.
.|Henri Caron...

: Jno. Miman, L. Lavoie
..|Magloire Carier......

. Julien St. Laurent

.[N. P. Peltier ...
.|Augustin Richard..

.|Louis Antoine Lavoie,
.|Frangois Simard,...

.|Widow Langlois.

Henry Paga....

Joseph Lavoie..m
Aunselme Coté....
Ferdinand Langis..

Frangois Ruel,...

Amable Langlois.....

Michel de Champlain.
Hubert Langlois......
Olivier de Champlain

Nazaire St. Laurent..
Théophile Goulet..

Charlca Drapeati.veeens
Lcuis Desrosiers....
Rewy Langleis...

Louis Marie Lavoie..
B. St. Laurent.,

Ruel Banrvil.....
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Rimouski Wharf......
Pointe aux Quilles
Isle St. Dernabé...

13

“"

Tslet Canrel...
[

Apse aux Sable do Ri-

.

o
Isiet au Massacre.,
&

o

Anse 3 1a Trufe
Cap & I'Orignal...

Baie des Ha! Haliwon

...|Solomon Lavoie,

.| Paseal Lauzon,.

Apnse Mercier, ...|Isaae Lauzon..
[}

Islet au Flacon...
St. Fabien......

[13
Pointe 2 la Cive,

Bt. Sxmon..,....... e
5t. Fabien (Murailles).....

Scouth-West Cap 3 l’our.s'..

.. Pierre Langis,
..|Félix Levéque..
.|8yfrois Morin.,

..|Samuel Fournier..

.. George Lavoie.,

..'Isidora Coté,.
~1Jacob Arseneau
../Joseph Lamard

.|Denis Gagné.....

St. Laurent and Lavoie....ccccires
.'Hubert St. Laurent..
.‘Jacques Lepage..

Leaurent Beuillon, -
Simon Chalifour........
Jean Langis and N. Bégin

. |Jacques Parant,.oiecvnveenniinnninn.

..onjJoBEPH Parant....o.,u.. cer e
i-|M. Michaud, Louis I‘arant

Pierre Parant..
é

J. Bte. Pruneau

yFrangois Lavoie..
Pierre Gagnon..

:Xavier Parant,.
\Jean Bte. Fourmu'
G. Sylvain........

Capitaine Morin,

'A. Couture.....
]HeCtor Bembe... .
|Widow Longehamps.
| Baptiste Michaud.,
!Etienne Doucet..
Régis Michaud..
Damase Labrie..
Abraham Dumas.

David Rioux .
| Norbert Mercier.

Joseph Bélanger.
Damase Michaud.,
Alexis Thibeat... ..eees
.|P. Garant, Placide Fontmne
.|Tean Bte. DioD.eererersernee

lJoseph Leveéque.oovemniannan
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. ReTury of Fishing Stations, yield, value, kird of Fish, &c.,

within the District of the undersigned Fishery Officer.— Continued.

Kinps oF NEiT3
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Bature St. Simon.., Calixte St. Laurent ol 1 [ [ 70, i
Cap & I'Aigle......... .|Cyrille Damoaur...... 1.
North-east Grs. Cacouna..|J. Bélanger, J. Desjardi 2
..|George Gagnon..... ..
Victor Hudon... |

..|Joachim Boucher.

Bouth-west of the Islete....

Do do la Caille...

North-east R. T. Pistolee.

Pointe 3 1a Loupe. ........
&“

.1 Xavier Fournicr .
.|Martial Bélanger.

... Hylaire Damoaur.....
IJoseph Bt. Laurent

. Narcisze Dumas..

.| Napoleon Lévéque....
.|Octave Boucher....

.|Michel Lemieux
..|Achille Bertrand .

.1J. Bte, Moise Beaubi
.. Firmin Villeneuve...

Pierre Jean.......
Hygolite Michaud..

Augustin Fournier,.

Octave Drapeau...
Joseph Rioux...
Isaac Morency..
Thomas Riox.
Isaac Leclerc....

Pascal Dumas
Bazile Michaud.
Alexis Michaud...

George Ceté.....

Napoleen Coté..
Jean Dambroise...

Cyprien Bouchard...
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1
1
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1
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J. Bte. Pinet.........
Victor Hudon..

.|Hilaire Gagnon
.|Represent. Veuve Lnnglals.
Bénoni Sirois...ueees oo
,|Abel Marquis.. .
Joseph Michaud......
Zéphirin Raymond..
Zéphirin Caron......
Paul Peltier......
.|Edouard Villeneuve
Thomas El¥....ccreees
.IMartial Dumont....,.

..;Jean Bte. Lucas
.|Bruno Dion...

Alexis Beaubien,,
..|Herring nets at the wha
.JAlexandre Lapointe......
...!Pierre l'ournier...

‘Louls Lévelllé,,

. Elouara Valecurt.
. Rumuall Labunté
D louard Levasseur.
... Xavier Laforét..
...'Franguis I\loreau....
. Renny Souci..
.|Pierre Lefort.
..'Joseph Michaud.,
Narcisse Sirois..
. lFranmnla Marquis
Thoudorc Marquls..
'"Bacnard Lé véque
Syfrois Donmont
Widow P. Sirvis
'Fuube Michaud..
"Edouard Dion..
Honoré Mithuud
Damase Paradis..
Olivier Souei.
Noel Levasgseur, T. Peltier,

...iAugustin Degjardingu.veeeerses vien.

300!,
250!,
450|.

1
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REeTURN of Fishing Stations, yield, value, kinds of Fish, &c., within the District of the undersigned Fishery Officer.— Continued.

LOCALITY. NAMES OF OWNERS.

St. André......... tee evenniees I05eDb Lebel...
Grosse Isle, Kamouraska... Thomas Desjardins
N. E. Bay, Kamouraska.. Pierre Déry.......

“ .. Zéphirin Dumont..

“ .. M. Michaud.......
N. E. Bay, Kamouraska.|Jean Bte. Morreau.
Ruisseau de la Ferme.....|Pierre Desjardins ....
Isle aux Corneilles ........|Thadé Paradis-Dupuis.
“ an Patin......... .:Lazare Berubé.

Main Land.... o S
« Louis Miller...
« Edouard Lebel.
“« 'Louis Lebel....
« 'Joseph Saintonge .
“« |Pitre Desjardins.
“ Louis Desjardins,
1 Jean Bte. Paradis..
St. Denis . Xavicr Rémond...

Fran¢ois Lavoie..
... Levasseur...
.| Lies Lebel
Pascal Lavoie,
.| Zéphirin Bémo
-|Marcel Duwmais
.|Charles Paradis
|Thévdore Rémond.
[ “

Iele au Héln::).n.

Islot au Héron..'.
Pointe du Cap au
[{3

Pointe St. Denis
[

| Gteorge Peltior...
Paachal Dion.

“ JFirmin Dumont,
" Edouard Lebel..
*

,,lLouis Caron...

Dot ol

e et

bt ok ok ot e

...... 70,2000
...... HSLEI1] R
80, 200 8
| 5 oo 25

4000/

.|4000].

100]0venee vorwas e
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1006,
400,
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1000).

100(.
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400(.
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650].
510]....
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...|Olivier Gagnon.....

.|Magloire Caron.,.
Hyacinthe Gagnon.
Odilon Boucher..
Honoré Dubé.,.
George Lévéque.,
Among all the résidents
Aubut, father and son,
Etienne Dubé ..........
Société Délanger
.|Solomon Roussel
Joseph Caron...
Métis Bélang
.|Louis Beaubien .
.|Hyacinthe Berubé.
., Caron Derubé.
’Jnseph Casgrain,
.[Jules Levique...,
.|George Levique
.|Louis Dauteuil..
.lGearge Levique.
.|Ltienne Bélanger..
.INarcisse DBeaulieu
Druno Deaulieu,
. Moise Bossé ...
.[Uenrge Levéque,
.|Narcizze Bossé..
. Pierre Yortin
' pth Moreau..
aire Vaitlancour,.
. Geurge Davies ...
. Hon. J. C. Chap
QOctave Langlais.
. ITon. L. Letellier
. Geurge Langlais.
. Jean DBte. 8t Pierre..
. Elie Beaulicu...
. Hubert Pleau
.‘Hon. J. C. Chapais .,
. Pierre Lévéque ....
. Firmin Degjardins.
. Charles Casgrain
Olivier Gagnon .
Auguste Casgrain,
.[Henri Gagnon,
. Joseph Ouellet.
.|Michel Gagnon..

b ot ol ok ot ottt ok o ok ot ol ot ek ko o o ok o o ok ok ok otk otk o e b

.| River Ouelles fishery—9 small

porpoises, $200.
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ReTURN of Fishing Stations, yicld, value, kizds of Fish, &e., witlin the District of the wndersigned Fishery Officer.— Continued. !

-
pA SR — s
Kixps or Ners. . 2
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2
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River Ouelle. .. ....]The Alinors Beaulieu.. [ N IRUOUY (S 3000
“ . «|Xavier Gagoon .... Aeer {4000 .
“ | William Aubut g1 8 .
¢ .|JoseLh Danjon 41 0 ..|At Mr. Danjon’s fishery, as
Ste. Anne.. .[Ambroise Martin g1 [ many as 40 salmon were
“ +]Clevis Potvip... 1 7 taken gome years ago, but the
“« .|Henry Gagnon take has diminished as at
River Quelle.

.1Pierre Lévique
Damase Anctil.
I Jueepl Dechiue..
./Charles Couillard..
.1Jean Dte. L'Allemand.
Charles Couillard.,
-|Joseph Couillard.
.jFranguis Martin.,
Jean Ouellet...,
College fishery....
Company’s fishery..
’Bruuenu Lisotte...
’L, Lotd.oocviinn s
Charles & Jean Labelle
..)Joseph Hamond, Jean Michaud....
.. André Bérubé.......
..{Pierve Quellet ..........
..|Henry Jeffrey......
.JEpbrem Beaulieu
..l Amable Moreau ..... .
Jean Dte. Castonguay..
Michel Lisotte... .
.|Antoine Mivile,
.|Joseph Mivile.. .....
.|Henry Castonguay..

Ste. Anne porpoise fishery, 3
porpoises—$100.
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.|C. Chnmard.......

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1].
1
1
« Marcel Dupont, 1. [SRRROR R
« ..IAndré Peltier .. 1], |
“ o Frungms Peltier. 1 "
© o, ..!Michel Caron, 1 ’
« . ..|Michel Caran. vt 1
oo, ..|Pierre Morin S 1. |
“ .. 'Joseph Pelti W1
[T ..|Caron Dupont. RS }
8t. Jean Port Joli ..|Louis Bélanger....... I
“ ..|Jean Bte, Nesbitt. o1
« .. Berpard Peltier... Wb -
“ l..] 1 .
“ ..|David Duval..... [ 11, .
“ ..|Frangoi: Pelti | 1 .
“ .. Pierre Duval..... 1 .
“ Narcisse Dechéne....oovue 1 o
“ Prudent Peltier,, 114, .-
“ Louis Jean..... 1 .
“ Octave Leclere 1 .-
o Louis Bélanger., 1 .
«“ Louis Miville.. 1
“ ..|David Chamard. 1 .
« Narcisso Giasson . 1 .
“ w.|Damwase Chamard, 1
€ ..|Ignace Caren....... 1
. Antoine (tagnon 1 s
“ Louis Dechéne....... . 1 .
€ Anselme Desrosiers.. 1
« Noel Dubb....... 1
“ Prosper Bernier. 1
¢ Damase Berricr. 1
“ Iznace Dumont.. 1
“« Louis Duval ..... 1
«“* ...|Liazare Robichaud. 1
“ ..'Lucien Legros... 1
“ .|Frangois Caren. 1
o serenreen o “ b I PPUUY RO PORTOOvIT I 11 PN IR PAAPI PROTEN apeee
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RETURN of Fishing Stations, yield, value, kinds of Fish, &ec., within the District of the undersigned Fishery Officer.— Continued.

LOCALITY.

NAMES OF OWNERS.

E'Isleteceninne
" .

.|Edouard Fortin ..
...|Servule Fournier.

..|Fabien Caron... ..
...Jos ph Alexis Caron,
.[Joscph Bertrand..

—|Marcel Richard....

Pierre Moreat... ...
Bopaventure Francoeur
Elzéur Dubé..... .. ..
Frédéric Caron...
Bepjimin Chapnard,.
Frédéric Cursn
Giiles Bourgeau
\Cyprien Toussaint .
Severie Thileau....
Alexandre Lourgean .
Benoni Chamard
Antoine Dubé...
Louis Aubé...
Alexandre Vallé,
Germain Caron...
Jean Dte. Fortin.
Frangois Boucher
QOctave St. Pierre.
Paul Boucher....
Jugeph Bernier,
Anbroize Couillard
‘Uahricl Aubuto......

Alexis Ballargeon
Jeseph Caron...

| Under Lease or License,
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Petit Cap.......
Oap St. Ignace..
“

|
Eugéne Morcau
. i William Jacques.,

.|Jnlien Fortin...
.'Edovuurd Peltie
.|Petit Gas DBernier .
.1t harles Beruier.,
.JClénphas tGuimon ...,
. Edmond DBeranier.
. Cypiien Bernier.....

.|Louis Blanchet..
..Joseph Gilbert
.|Jean Carou........

.|Paul Chevalier. ,
.|Gaspard Marois..
. Eucher Couillard..
.[Antuine Colombe, J.
. Augustin Fournier
.|Jaeques Miville.,
.IDavid Maturin,
.|Xavier Fuurnier.
.|Charles Lacombe
AJehn Patton. ..
.\Jobnny Talbot.
.'Cyrile Bernéche,.,
.|Prudent Tétu...
.|Alexis Gasgé, F. Berndche.

J. Bte. Morir
JAlexis Gasé
JAuzustin Bou

s Joseph Fournier.
.|Luuis Thibeau.
.Jean Ble. Jobin.,

Jean Cloutier...
|angois Ginsson

Hypolits Bernier
Frungois Fortin..,

|Puisque Gagnon, J, Richard..

Didime Coté..
Gilbart Thibea
‘Frangois Berndche

Cyrille Buul:mgn:r..

!Jcau Bte. Bernéche...
Widow Jacques Berndcho.,
PFrédérie Talbot,in..

Ephrewm Larch
Pierre Tivierge..

T b et et et o et ekt ot o ek ek ok ek ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok e DD
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|Tbe value of Frangois Ruel-

land’s wire fishery has heen
forgotten as well as that of
Augustin Buteau of Berthier.
A. Butean, 12 salmon—§50.

F. Ruelland, 50 salmon—$800.
This sum is not included in the
recapitulation.
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RerueN of Fishing Stations, yield, valus, kinds of Fish, &sc., within the District of the undersigned Fishery Officer.— Continued.

LOCALITY.

NAMES OF OWNERS,

K1ixps oF NEeT3

St.” Thomas....coeusasn
“ .

" .
Isle aux Oies
Isle d’Orléans, S. Shore,

St. Frangoiseeseueeeanns
[{}

. Pierre Dugal...........
.|Florent Turgeon and others...

.[Charles Paquet. .
.|P. McIntyre....
.|Jeun Bte. Guay
Ferdinand Guay..
.|L.ouis Godbout....
Pierre Lapointe...
./ Xenophon St. Mare
Damase Guay...
.'Jean Bte. Guay
' Residents......

René Picard.... .
Magloire Jincheraut.
l’Michel Ha d

Félix Berndche.....ueurersennneee
.| Pierre Cazeau...
...|Joseph Coté.....

Edouard Cazean..
Félix Bernier......
Joseph Ouellct....
Edouard Lespérance..
Wilow P. Lavallée.

Augustin Buteau.. ... .. ...oueee
.|Remainder of the Parish of Berthier.

Frangois Ruelland.

USED.
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Propriotors of Smelt seines in
use at Beaumont :

1 Joseph Bellerive,

2 Abraham Larivée,

8 Joseph Turgeon,

4 Thomas Coté,

5 Abraham Enouf,

6 Charles Paquet.
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=t
(o

Ste.

I

............. . Léandre Lepage........
{René Lasalle......

Frangois Lemienx....,
{Joseph Imheau...
‘Joseph Lemieux..
‘Pierre Deblois..
]

!Joseph Dampierre ..
.ILouis Gagnon.,...
{Xavier Hamrond..
.!John Lemelin..,

. Frangois Asselin
.'Joseph Girard..
.Louis Girard...
lJ(meph Marquis..
Peaul Deblois.,....
.'Frangois Marquis.,
Alexis Ferland...
Barthelmi Deblois.
Jeannot Marquis

1e0s

Eustache Morency..
..|Regis Marquis...
Ferdinand Asselin
Xavier Asselin,

|Jean Bte. Gignéres .
| Gabrielle Pichette...
Stanislas Pichette.
Cyrille Pruneau..
' Pierre Gosselin..
Jacques Poulin..

Jean Audet dit Lapoin
-|Jeseph Asselin......

Jean Bte. Gignére.
Gabriel Paquet ...
Stanislas Paquet,.
sieeseans seenne. o | Cyrilie Pruneau....

AXavier Vnillancour... .
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RETURN of Fishing Stations, yield, value, kinds of Fish, &ec., within the District of the undersigned Fishery Officer.— Concluded.
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Ste. Fawille. ....... ...|Pierre Asrelin.,...... ... ’ JOTS TS § IR OO ceeeeensel 110 |2 Jaenens 92 I
Isle Verts (on theT.)s w. Sitnon Fraser,.. N 1].. 160 50 | .
“ w ./Falien Ginchereau.. ! 1. 100 40
“ “ .. Genrge Caron,.. 1. 250, 55
“ “ . Maleoln Marquis 1“. 200| 80
" “ .!Pierre Desjardins .. 1. 100l 90
@ “ .|Ctivier Caron,... 1. 80 60
N " ../Malcolm Fraser, 1 12| 75
“ “ ..{Charles Caron 1f. ZOi 70
“ “ .. Théndore Fraser.. S 1 15, 45
“ “ . I'terre Fraser.... I RN 25 3
o ‘ .."Jean Bte. Caron.. | 1t Gn, 25
o i .. Cyrile Lévéque 1 ) 75
“ o .. Firmm'n Graplwmatson.. Y 100 40
¢ " A0yritle Tremblay . [0 WP 200 80
“ “ « Homert Lévique., T 150, 85
« " .. yfrois Michaudl D1 100, 40
o . Narcisse Marqui 1. so| 50
o o« . Syfreis Grandy 1. 50 80 -
B “ « Martiul Rens a1 C2e0l 75
“ o« .. Piecrre Car n, 1 001 250
“ “ W Munoré Roi.., ‘ 1] - sou| 200
: |

ALFRED BLAIS,
Eishery Officer.
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| | || enter smoked herring separately—having
| valued it in barrels.
|Bar, Trout, and other river fish, taken
with the line are not entered, for want
of sufficient information,

ceennnees 269

Nuwbor of Salmon pets.... 15 Number of Eel Weirs.

Numoer ot Brush and net . 15 Number of Men..... 133

Number of Brush figheries ....ovievenrosrnne veensaranenssssseannneaneees 253 Number of Boats...ocee . ceevrsenaves 50

Total value. Total value,

Nuwmber of Salmon 4,545, at $1 00 eaeh.. $. 4,545 00|Number of doz. of Bar, Pickerel and White fish 3,318, at 82 00 per dozen. 6,36 00

Number of Shad 32, 242 at §0 10 eash.. 3,324 20| Number of Porpoises 12, at 34 00 each.... [N 480 00

90,351 00|Number of quintals of Cod—qummer ﬁ~herv 1 775 nt $3 00 per quintal.. 5,325 00

i 58, 510 00| Number of barrels ¢f Cod—Autumn fishery 7'3:), at $3 90 per barrel.... 2,205 00

Nuwber of barrels of Sturgoon 350, at $4 00 per barrel 1,400 00|Number of gallons of o0il L140..cotviiiiien vennans [ToT vor saennesensresiannies 570 00

Number of Eels 160,242, at $10 00 per quintal...... v e o 16,024 20 ————

Number of barrels of small fish 303, at §3 00 per barrel.. 909 00 £195,770 15
Number of barreis of fish for manure 21,963, at $0 25 per 6,490 75

Certified,
W. F. WHITCHER.
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APPENDIX No. 6.

To the Hon. PETER MITCHELL,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
&e., &e., &e., Ottawa.

Sir,—Having been appointed a Fishery Officer, under your Department on the first
day of July last, with instructions to apply myself more particularty to the speciality of
Pisciculture, T beg to submit a brief report of my experiments thus far and their results.

I may be permitted perhaps before doing so, to premise a few general remarks on this
important and interesting subject. . .

The propagation of Iish by artificial means, is a science to which a great deal of
attention has becn given in France and other European Countries, and which of late has been
somewhat prominently brought before the notice of the people of the Dominion of Canada by
myself. My efforts in this direction, from the first attracted the attention and interest not
only of persons in the ncighbourhood, but also induced many from a distance to visit New-
castle for the purpose of obtaining full information as to the modus operandi pursued, and
the success attending it. . .

The art, altogether quite new in this Country, has been extensively practised in France,
and generously fostered by the Government of that Country, and through this wise and liberal
policy, its benefits have been most satisfactorily felt throughout the Empire, in an unmistake-
able Increase of what to a considerable extent forms a staple article of food to the Nation.

The immense wealth and the great encouragement afforded to an important branch of
Commercial cnterprise that would flow from the development of Fish Culture in a Country
like Canada, is beyond calculation, possessing as this Dominion does within its boundaries
innumncrable Lakes, Rivers, and inland streams, adapted naturally for the production and
inereasc of the valuable fishes which at one time were so abundant, but which from the want
of proper care and protection have now become extremely scarce, and in some localities almost
extinct.

Salmon, although still comparatively plentiful in the tributaries of the lower St. Law-
rence River, were at one time quite as numerous in most of the waters running into that
river west of the Sagucnay, and every little stream, creek, and river flowing into Lake
Ontario, was in the early settlement of the Country literally alive and .teeming with that
valuable fish; whilst now from the causes just alluded to they have almost entirely disap-
peared.  The same thing is obscrved in New Brunswick, many of the Riversin that Province
which at onc time abounded in salmon arc now almost entirely depleted.

The foregoing will show the absolute necessity for some well devised system of fieh cul-
ture—a rich and valuable source of our National wealth.

The measures adopted by other Governments.

FRANCE.

The idea of fish culturc as a branch of commerece is due to a French peasant, who first
introduced the artificial breeding of fish into France. Assoon as the Government ascertained
its practicability, measures were adopted on a laree and extensive scale. Tt was taken up as
a National project. The Government took cvery possible means to cnsure the immediate
and substantial success which happily followed the undertaking. A series of buildings wero
erccted, and ponds constructed covering some seventy imperial acres for the breeding and
acclimatixing of native and foreign fish. The total cost of this establishment was £10,667,
sterling.  The cxpense attending the care of it during nine years was £13,887, sterling.
The average annual expense being about £2,000. From this nursery, the Freneh Govern-
ment has been, and still is restocking most of the rivers and Lakes of the Country with
valuable fish, distributing through the several Provinecs about twenty millions of Joung fish
of the best kinds annually. The establishment is now considered one of the most practicanle
and valuable of the public industrial institutions.

GREAT BRITAIN.

Here the Government has not yet taken the matter in its own hands, and no doubt for
the reason that the principal salmon grounds are held by the proprietors of thesoil. Private



individuals however have engaged largely in the enterprise, and with marked success. In
some instances large fortunes have been amassed by parties engaged in this branch of industry,
not only by the increased productiveness of cstablished fishery grounds, but in some cases
from waters where salmon were not known formerly to inhabit.

AUSTRALIA.

The Government of this Colony after repeated efforts, and much cost succecded some
seven years ago, in introducing into the Rivers of that Country artificially impregnated
salmon ova, obtained in Scotland. It is now ascertained that this fish frequents several of
the Rivers therc.

New ZEALAND.

In 1868, the Government. of New Zealand imported from England artificially impreg-
nated ova of Salmon, Trout, Carp, Tench, and other fish. Some of these appear from the
last accounts to be doing well, and the projectors of this important undertaking feel eonfident
of ultimate success,—assistcd as they are in their laudable enterprise by generous and liberal
aid from the public funds.

UNITED STATES.

In the adjoining Republic a good (deal of attention is now given to Pisciculture. Fishery
(Commissioners have been appointed within the iast year or two in several of the States, with
a view to recommend on proper investigation the adoption of such measures as appear most
advisable for restocking and replenishing their watcrs with the more valuable kinds of fish.
The artificial propagation of Salmon, Shad and Trout, has thus far met with a satisfactory
amount of sucecess.

This wide spread desire on the part of Nations and Governments to utilise the science
of artificial propagation of Fish, and through it to preserve and multiply a valuable article
of food and coinmerce, sufficiently indicates as well the necessity as the importance, of calling
into requisition the best known methods of Pisciculture, and if possible of improving them.

Of the experiments made under my own direction and observations, I will now proceed
to give a succinct account.

OPERATIONS ON WiILMOT's CREEK.

By an order in Council issued at my solicitation in 1866, Wilmot's Crcek near New-
castle, in the Township of Clarke, was set aside for the natural and artificial breeding of
salmon. Formerly salmon frequented this stream in vast numbers; so abundant was this
fish within the memory of the older settlers in the neighbourhood, that, small as the creek
is, as many as a thousand and upwards have been taken by torch and spear in one night.
So plentiful indeed was the supply, that not only large quantities were preserved by the
inhabitants for domestic use, but a large and profitable trade was carried on both in our own
cities and in Rochester in the United States. Gradually, as might be expected, the numbers
diminished until scarecly a fish could be obtained. Famous as this stream was for the purity
of its water, flowing over a gravelly bed from its fountain head, some ten miles distant, thus
admirably adapting it for the formation of spawning beds, and making it a favorite resort of
salmon for the purpose of depositing their ova,~—yet no other result than its utter depletion
could be looked for, when by taking these fish at the only time they can be taken in such
streams,—that is their spawning scason,—no opportunity was afforded them for the inerease
of their kind.

This cruel and untimely destruction was, until within a few ycars ago, not only per-
mitted, but to a certain extent legnlised.  The law as it now stands affords ample protection
to the fish in its spawning scason, and if rigourously cnforced will tend to prevent the
dcstruction of the few fish that remain. The law however came too late; therc i1s not now a
sufficiency of parent stock to cnsure any great amount of reproduction in the way of nature —
art must be cmployed,—not only muxt the fishbe protected and increased by artificial means,
but suitable streams must be reserved for their especial aecommodation. From the causcs
just assigned salmon became so scarce as to make it a matter of great difficulty to obtain a
sufficient number of parent fish, when operations were begun by me in the fall of 1866. In
that year I began as an amateur to carry out the plans I had formed, with the view of
replenishing the stream, in the hope of being able, by artificial methods of breeding, very
materially to add to the numbers of fish hatched in the ¢ourse of nature,
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In the prosecution of this design, I erected a small building on a branch of the Creek \
for entrapping the fish, if perchance any yet remained, and by constructing a temporary bar-
ricr across the main channel to prevent their passage upwards, compelling them to ascend
the channel leading to the reception house, where by a simple arrangement of wire gratings,
tlicy could casily enter, but out of which they could not escape. In this way I secured in
the fall of 1866, some fiteen xalmon male and female. L . )

The undertaking being obnoxious to several people in the vicinity, who considered it an
infringement of their rights of poaching, some of the more evil disposed among them forced
an entrance into this building, and destroyed eleven out of the fifteen fish, all of which were |
just ripe for manipulation. Thus the four uninjured fish were the first stock for breeding
taken from the Creek. Trom these about fifteen thousand ova were obtained, which were

‘impregnated by the artificial process. These eggs were placed in small boxes, which I had
arranged in the cellar of my dwelling house, through which streams of spring water were
made to run.  In about seventy days a large proportion of the ova came into life, and after
being carefully watched, and nursed into their parr state, most of them were turned out into
the creek, a few being reserved for experiment and obscrvation. . )

In the fall of 1867, I procured twenty-five or thirty salmon in a reception house v:vhlc]'x I
had enlarged and improved upon the former, with the aid and sanction of the Fisheries
Department.  From these salmon I obtained about 50,000 ova, many of these unfortunately
proved immature, and therefore not susceptible of impregnation ; on this account, my success
this yoar was not as full, or satisfactory as the previous year. However the cause being
ascertained and understood, failure on the same account is not likely o occur again. These
ova were also placed in the hatching boxes, in the cellar of my dwelling house in spring
water. A large number hatched out, and were in due time like their predecessors turned
into the stream. In the spring of 1868, I found on cxamination that the few I had r(‘etained
of the previous year’s hatching, for cxperiment and observation had become smolts. * From
this circumstance, it may be safely assumed that those turned out into the stream the year
before, had arrived at this state as well.

My operations in the fall of 1868, being assisted by your Department, were on a larger }
scale, and will in all probability be attended by greater amd more satisfactory results. Fur-
ther improvements were made In the reception house, and in the breeding house now almost
completed on the banks of the Creek,—hatching troughs and other appliances were provided,
with a view to test the artificial process, with the water of the Creek itself. Hitherto all thej
experiments had been made with pure spring water, in the cellar of my dwelling house. Thi
water differs in many respects from the other. First, as regards temperature, while this
ranges from 40° to 44°—the other during the winter stands at 32} to 33° or just above
freezing point. Now, as this is the hatching season, the time required to bring out the
young fry would differ of course proportionately. Thus, in water at the lower temperature,
150 to 180 days will elapse before the little fish emerges from the egg, while in the higher
temperature the same process will be completed in 60 to 70 days. Besides this difference,
spring water will be found almost cntively {rce from any deposit or sediment, and to contain
no inscets, nor the larvac of flics, &c. Creck water, on the other hand, gathers in its course
and holds in suspension a large amount of alluvial deposit, and other injurious substances.
With these difficultics to contend with, above and beyond those which I had already encoun-
tered, I began the work of testing the efficicney of the arrangements I had made for last
fall's and this winter's experiments.

As carly as the month of Scptember, ncarly a month earlier than any former season, I
observed that a Grilse had found his way into the reception house. No such occurrence has
taken place within my knowledge for the last fiftcen or twenty years. In a few days, others
followed in sucecssion until by the middle of the month of Qctober, cighty or nincty had
taken up their quarters in the house provided for them. They continued to come until ]

i ———

about one hundred and fifty Grilse were safely housed.  This novel sight attracted numbers
of visitors. Among the whole of these grilse I found on close and particular examination
only three female fish. During the time these Grilse remained in the building, a large num-
ber were observed scattered throughout the Creek below the fish house as far as the Lake,
a distance of one and a half miles. On one occasion, at night, with the aid of a light. I
counted forty within the distance of half a mile. The weight of these young salmon is from

two and a half to three pounds each, and measuring abont twenty-two inches in length.
<
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from eight to thirteen pounds, and from which I procured a considerable amount of spawn.
This after being impregnated was laid down in the hatching bozes, in the breeding house
adjoining. Some of these salmon as well as some others that did not enter the building,
deposited ova upon the natural spawning beds in the ereek below.

Trom this brief account of my operations frem the beginning, it will e observed that
results of a most satisfactory and encouraging character followed.

First, a large increage, in the number of salmon visiting the stream was observable
during the fall of 1868. " At no former time for a period of twenty years, were so many seen
nor so early. The definitely astertained increase from the fall of 1866 to that of 1868, was
quite large.

Secondly, The number of Grilse seen last fall was larger than had ever been seen before
even by those who have lived in the vicinity of the stream from their childhood. 'Testimony
from fishermen in the neighbourhood to the same effect was voluntarily given. This circum-
stance points to an important fact in connection with the experiments that have been made
with a view to the repopulating the Creck. Some special causc must exist for the sudden
appearance of these young salmon, which did not exist for the last fifteen or twenty years
and no probable or reasonable cause can be assigned but the one that leads to the supposition
that they are part of the product of the first brood which were hatched and set at liberty in
the spring of 1867. 7To this conclusion we may very fairly arrive, from our knowledge of
the nature and habits of the fish; for it has been ascertained positively that the period
intervening between the time these young fry were let loosc, and the appearence of the Grilse
alluded to, is exactly the time required for their growth to that state of their existence. To
be more explicit. ‘These little fish let loose in the spring of 1867, would have to remain as
parss in the creek until the spring of 1868, when after assuming the form and livery of
smolts, they would take their first migration to salt water, and return in September, October,
and November of the same year to their native stream as Grilse; and the proof that these
were the result of the artificial process commenced by me in the Autumn of 1866, ix, to my
mind and to the minds of others, conclusive and almost amounts to a demonstration.

An opinion prevails that the salmon caught here are not the migritory salmon of the
sea, but that they are natives of Lake Ontario.. In order to setile this question it possible, I
have marked all of the salmon and grilse entrapped at the Grafton Creck, and at this place, by
cutting off the second dorsal or adipose fin. Should any salmon therefore, be taken below
Quebec by fishermen without this fin it will prove the contrary; and corroborate the opinion
generally maintained that the salmon of Lake Ontario are the true migratory salmon of the
sea. It is possible that the Ontario salmon no doubt originally coming from salt water may
have become acclimatised. If this can be satisfactorily shewn, then immediate steps should
be taken to introduce them into Lakes Huron and Superior, the waters of which no doubt

" contain all the requisites for the wants of the salmon even in a greater abundance than Lake
Ontario. '

In addition to these Grilse about thirty adult salmon were obtained, varying in weight ’

Fisa BREEDING ESTABLISHMENT AT NEWCASTLE.

The present condition of this establishment will be found as efficient as could be expected.
Tt consists of a reception house 15 % 36, substantially built, and roofed in, fitted up with
necessary weirs and other appliances for the safe and comfortable keeping of salmon until
they become sufficiently ripe for manipulation. This house is erected upon a marrow cut |
from the main channel of the Crcek and through which the water is allowed to pass, in such ‘!
quantities as may be required. From the unexpected increase of salmon last fall, and in
anticipation of a corresponding increasc in future, this building is likely to prove too small, i *
and will require extension. This can be done at a trifling cost.  Alongside of this is erected ¥
a substantial stone breeding room, or cellar, properly roofed in, and made frost proof. Its
size is 20 X 60 inside, with walls seven feet high. In this are placed a series of hatching
troughs longitudinally, where the ova are deposited during incubation ; upon the floor above
there is sufficient space for a room for an assistant, and for an office, which at a trifling
expense can be made comfortable and convenient.

The nursery ponds, plans for the construction of which were submitted to the Depart-
ment, are not yet completed. When finished the whole establishment will be found complete,
economical and well adapted for the purpose for which it is contemplated.
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The experiments and operations in this establishment now in progress are as follows : —
At the Grafton Creek, and at this place, about two hundred thousand salmon ova were
obtained, which number faor exceeded my expectations. These were laid down in the
breeding room, principally during the first week in November last, and fully one half are
now plainly showing life and action within the shell, whilst a considerable numbcr are now
out, and swimming about in their troughs. A period of from five to six months is necessary
for the incubation of salmon ova, in the water naturally flowing in the streams of Canada.
But with spring water flowing through the earth and not cxposed to any variation of tempe-
rature the same process will take placein a period varying from two to three months. Inthe
former case, artificial feeding will not be required, as by the time in which the young fish
will have absorbed his umbilical sac, natural food will have been produced abundantly in the
streams by the warmth of spring. 1In the latter case nearly two months artificial feeding
will have to be resorted to, as until that time no natural food can be obtained. It is a matter
of conjecture with me at present which of the two kinds of water will be best adapted for
artificial breeding. I am however somewhut inclined to prefer the spring water, if obtainable
in a sufficiently large quantity for all purposes. Further experiments and actual trial can
alone solve this question.

In this establishment the experiment of hatching out the Curegouus albus, or white-fish \

of the Country, has been also successfully achieved. Some thousands of the eggs of this fish
were laid down on the sixteenth day of November last, a great nomber of which are now, the
middle of April, showing signs of life and action visible to the naked eye, whilst others,
hatched out, are fully developed and perfect fish, and unlike the salmon are apparently
anxious to seek out their natural food at once. The ova of the whitefish in the same tem-
perature of water will take the same period of time as the salmon for incubation. Inm
opinion the same time will have to elapse in the incubation of the ovaof all of the Salmonidae
tribe of fish; from the fact that they are all deposited at or ncarly the same time in the
autumn months, all having to undergo the same temperature of water during the winter
months, not hatohing out till theopening of spring, when 2 warmer temperature gives strength
to the embroyo fish to omerge from the shell, and in due course of time after absorbing the
contents of the sac become nicely formed little fish. The warmth of spring will then produce
the necessury food for their growth. Were they to hatch out in the middle of winter, it
would be impossible for them to find food for their existence, in which case they would
pecessarily perish.

A further experiment has been made in producing a cross, or hybrid fish, by taking the
ova of the salmon trout of Lake Ontario, and impregnating them with the milt of a Grilse,
(salmo salar). These eggs, though few in number, from an accident which occurred to
taany of them, being only now about three hundred in number, are all in the same stage of
incubation as the eggys of the salmon and white fish. Some fow of these cross breeds are out .
and moving about. They are very similar in appearance to the young salmen, not quite as
large in size, nor yet as pink in color. What this mule or cross may amount to, it is impos-
sible at present to conjecture. This cross bred fish, as well as others, may possibly prove a
valuable and important addition to our present stock of fish, especially if the one in question
should be found to forsuke the migratory habit of the salmon, and yet partake in a greater
or less degree of the richness and value of that fish.

There is at present reported to be a fish in Lake Superior which is supposed to be a
cross breed, called the Siskawitz, the fattest and most delicious fish obtainable there. The
gray back, or Frost fish, su called by fishermen, which frequents the shores of Lake Ontario
in great abundance, just us the winter is setting in, is supposed to be a cross between the
White-fish and the Herring, and it is remarkable that they have not been generally known,
uot yet tuken to any cxtent, until within a few years. Whether a hybrid, or cross bred fish
cnn be produced, so us to become of value to the Country, is at present merely conjecture.
The experiment however is worthy of a trial.  Science as upplied to Agriculture so long has
produced at the present day by cross breeding the most valuable and useful animals for the
use of mankind, raising most of our domestic animals from a lower to a hicher grade. By
the same application of science to Pisciculture, there is little reason to dgubt. that similar
beneficial results may be brought about.

OPERATIONS AT GRAFTON CREEK.

At my suggestion, and by the prompt action of the Fisheries Department, this stream

was set aside for the natural and artificial propagation of salmon last autumn, ’

|

|
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On this creek situated about eight miilés east 6f Cobourg; emptying into Lake Ontario,
I (acting under the authority of Mr. Whitcher, who was present) caused to be erected in the
latter part of October last, a reception house, the more easily to obtain the spawning salmon
after they had cntered the stream for the purpose of depositing their ova. This buildin is
placed immediately below the dam formed for the purpose of driving Bingley's Plaster mills.
The dam is about a quarter of a mile up the stream from the Lake, This Creck years ago
was considered one of the best for salmon, emptying into Lake Ontario. It must not be fiir}
gotten that salmon only entered streams of this kind for the one specific object of depositing
their spawn, gencrally in the latter part of October and beginning of November. The systen
pursued here as elsewhere in the Province by the inhabitants has heen to watch the time at
which the salmon enter the stream ; then in the most wanton and cruel manner, with torch-
light and spear, destroy every fish in the very act of spawning.

The distance between the mouth of the creek and the dam above mentioned, being only
about eighty rods, and the space available for spawning beds covering only half that distance,
the remainder being marshy ground and dead water, left no possible means of escape. This
ruinous practice has been so persistently carried on that the fish had become almost extermi-
nated. The slight protection however afforded by the appointment of a Guardian for the
stream, may have been the means of preserving a few. Under these circumstances T was
induced to erect the reception house previously mentioned. It was constructed in conse-
((uence of the lateness of the season in great haste, in order to secuce the run of fish that
might enter the stream. The building and barrier thus hastily erccted were in a very incom-
plete state, but notwithstanding this I am happy to say that in consequence of the erection
of this building, and with more care and protection than hitherto given, nearly all the
salmon were either secured or saved from destruction. By this means also a large number
of spawning salmon were enabled to deposit their ova in the natural way. In addition I
obtained at the same time by artificial manipulation upwards of one hundred thousand ova,
all of which were deposited in the hatching troughs of the Piscicultural Establishment at
Newcastle. From the hurried, and to a certain extent imperfect manner, in which the
process of manipulation and impregnation was performed, I was not sanguine of much suc-
cess. Having to carry the ova in pails by hand some distance, and then by railway o
thirty odd miles, subject moreover to delays and much shaking and knocking ahout; ull
these difficulties combined, as T supposed to endanger their safety and vitality. From the
fear of such a disaster however I have been happily relieved, as a fair proportion of the ova
thus taken are now bursting into life.

With somc additional expenditure upon the building and other appliances at this
stream, and with proper Guardianship and oversight, I anticipate being enabled to procure a
largely increased quantity of ova for future operations.

In the setting aside of thig stream by the Fisheries Department for the natural and
artificial propagation of salmon, a salutary effect has been produced amongst the people in
that neighbourhood. The increased penalties imposed by this order under the Fisheries Act,
has thrown terror and dismay amongst those lawless and worthless persons who heretofore
placed law and order at defiance. The distribution of public votices, the erection of the
buildings, the additional watchman put upon the stream, and the fearless prosecution of my
work, produced a conviction at once, that the strong arm of the law would be upheld, and
the result was that few attempts were made to violate it; one or two cases occurred in which
the guilty parties were arraigned, convicted and fined. I was pleased to find, and am now
happy to state, that the more intelligent and influential people in that section of the Country,
when they learned that prompt and energetic measures Were to be taken by the Department
to enforce the law, afforded every assistance, and evinced great anxiety for the thorough and
efficient prosecution of the work in which I was engaged.

ARTIFIOIAL AND NATURAL BREEDING SHOULD BE COMBINED.

Artificial fish breeding is to be considered a valuable adjunct to the natural method of
propagation. It is consequently of the greatest importance that the natural and artificial
methods should be combined, and that wise and wholesome provisions should be enaeted for
the protection of Fish during their breeding seasons. The law to be of any practical use,
wust be framed on a careful study and ample knowledge of the nature and habits of the fish
that it is most desirable to produce. I beg therefore to state my views on this important

12



90 . '

question. They are offered as convictions founded upon such practical knowledge as I have
been enabled to gather in reference to the several kinds of fish hereafter noticed.

It is of importance to remember that all fish during the spawning season became very
dull, and are in 2 semi-lethargic state, and generally speaking consume no food whilst per-
forming this work of nature. Salmon take nothing whatever at this time. And it is
believed to be the case with all fich. They become very weak and ema_c1_ated during and for
some time after spawning. Nor do they Tecover their vigor and activity until they have
consumed sufficient food to recuperate from the debilitating effects of this drain upon their
system. Immediately or very soon after depositing their ova, they become ravenous and
ereedy for food, and therefore are very easily taken. And if at all practicable they should
be protected from molestation at this period. And for this reason, during the spawning
season, and for some time afterwards, they are actually foul and unfit for food. It is not
less repugnant to common scnse, than it would be to kill an animal in an advanced state of
-pregnancy or for some time afterwards. Why then should persons conjure up the belief that
fish do not come under the same laws of nature as other animals ?

There is a period when fish are in scason, and when they should be taken by legitimate
means. There is another period when they are out of season, and then should be protected
by all legitimate means. 'They are n season after they have fully recovered from the pros-
trating effects of spawning, and when found upon their feeding grounds, putting fat upon
the hody. At this time though the eces are in the ovarics yet they are so minute as to take
little if any nourishment from the system, all of the food taken forming muscle and fat.
They are out of season when they huve left their feeding grounds, and are coming upon their
spawning beds, and are in the act of spawning. The eggs at this period having absorbed
from the body of the fish the fat which had been previously put on, become enlarged to their
full size, and are mature and ripe for being deposited.

Tn the egg will be noticed a fatty substance rcsembling small elobules of oil, which is
the nourishment for the embroyo fish during incubation, and is the food contained in the sac
attached to the young fish for several weeks after cmerging from the shell. This drain of
fat from the parent fish iuto the cgy, and the prostrating effects of spawning, cause it to
beeome lean and lank in condition, and therefore foul and out of season.

1t ix a wise provision of nature, that the spawning season is not at the same time of
year with all fish, some kinds of fish deposit their ova in the spring months, others in the
fall. By this means a succession of fish can be taken in season throughout the whole year.
1t only becomes necessary then, that wise and discriminating enactments should be made to
assist the laws of nature, to give to the people of this Country not only for the present
time, but also for the futnre, a hountiful supply of wholesome fish food.

SALMON,

This noble fish which has been largely dwelt upon in the foregoing remarks, need not
again be noticed particularly bere ; it may suflice to state that as the law now stands, if tho-
roughly and efficiently enforced, it iv sufficient for their protection during the spawning
season. The close xeason being hetween the 31st July and the 1st of May in each year,
should proper care and attention be given, aud the laws stringently carried out by Guardians
and others, togethor with increased facilities for their artificial production., but 2 few years
would elapse before the salmon would agnin be abundant in the waters of Lake Ontario.

sapvion Trout.

This is one of the most important fish in the Province of Ontario, frequenting Lakes
QOutario, Erie, T{uvon, Superior, and almost all of the smaller Lakes in the interio? of the’
Country. With judicions care and proper protection, this fish would become of great com-
mercial importanee.  These fish are in proper sesson during the spring and summer months
and are then to be found upon their feeding grounds in very deep water in Lake Ontario’.
They are taken principally with Gill nets, wher> the water 1s fromn three to four hundred feet in
depth, and are in best condition in the months of May, June, July, August and September
Their spawuing scason is in October and November, at which time tixey leave the deeli
watcer, and approach nearer the shoves and upon shallows to lay their eges ; during this time
they should neither be disturbed nor talen.  In order to keep up a pr%?)el" standard of these
important fish, for the futuve interests ot the IMisheries, and the benefit of the Province
Salmon Trout should not be taken i any manner whatever between the 30th September ané



the 31t of December. 'To re-establish this fish in Lake Ontario, the aid of the artificial

process should he employed, as they have now hecome searce. With this axsistance the

catch of this important commercial fish will soon not only be improved hut maintaincd.
Wmrte Fisu. )

This fish is with justice consilered the most delicious thal abouuds iu the inland waters
of Canadr.  The numbers taken at one time in Lake Ontario were prodigious.  They have
been known to be taken by tens of thonsands, at a single haul ol’ a seiue a few years ago at
Weller’s Beach, and at Presque Tsle. Veory few indeed are now taken. They still abound
in Lake Erie, and are in greater abundanee still in Lakes Huron and Superior.  These rich
and beautiful fish at one time so numerous in Lake Ontario, arec now almost wholly gone.
I.mpropcr modes and times of catching, have been the cause of this destruction, and a con-
tinuance of the same system will in a few years produce a like result in Lakes Erie, Huron
and Superior.

The feeding grounds of these fish arc wencrall y supposed to be in deep water, and they
are, properly speaking, in best condition, an in proper season, at the same time as all others
of the salmon family, namely during the summer months. They approach the bays, rivers
and shallows, when unmolested, in the months of Qctober and November for the purpose of
spawning. During and after this period and until the spring they should not be taken,
neither should their spawning grounds he disturbed by scining.

Hitherto the system pursued 1y fishermen and others has been to wait until these fish
“begin to run,” as it is termed, and then commence in a wholesale manner to kill and destroy
them, just when in the act of coming upon the spawning grounds. Instcad of the fishermen
procuring the proper means and appliances, and going to these fish when they are upon their
feeding grounds in the summer months, in decp water, and catching them in best condition
and dn season, they wait until these fish, compclled by the requircments of nature, come to
them, upon the shallow spawning grounds, and then kill them in the very act of laying their
cgus, and consequently ont of scason.

Another great source of destruction is caused by hauling scincs over these grounds,
entailing great injury to the eggs that may have been deposited.

White fish, as before mentioned, lay their eggs in October and November, upon the
sandy, pebbly or shaly hottoms of their spawning grounds. Great numbers are prevented
from approaching these grounds, and are thereby compelled to lay their cugs in decp water;
it is doubtful whether these cver hatch out, not receiving sufficient light and aeration to assist
incubation. Now as the eggs should remain quiet and undisturbed from the opcrations of
man, at least during the whole of the hatching period, which will require from five to six
months, it will be readily understood that the practice of hauling scincs over these grounds,
where thousands of cggs have been deposited, must disturb, injure, and otherwise destroy
them.

My experience in the artificial brecding of fish proves to me the great nceessity of
allowing the eggs to remain as quiet as possible, during the whole period of hatching. Here
then are two serious and fatal causes of destruction to the incrcase of white fish, to which
must be added the immense loss constantly going on by their natural encmics; predacious
fish, and insects of various kinds praying upon them continually, during the whole period of
incubation. 'This wholesale mode of destruction being constantly carried on since the first
settlement of the Country, has in my opinion brought about the almost total extermination
of this Lighly estcemed fish fn many parts of this Province, the loss of which the inhabi-
tants now so decply deplove.

Few White-fish are to be found upon the spawning grounds after the 20th or 25th of
November, and yet the law at present makes the close season commence on the 19th
November, and it is frequently extended to the 25th of November. In this case it will be
perceived that the system of taking these fish during the spawning scason is legalised. This
defect in tlic law should be remedied. The passage of one general law operating everywhere
alike in Ontario, not admissable of being changed by Orders in Council, and fixing the close
season for white-fish from the 31st October to 30th April, would be an effectual mode of
doing s0. This time it may be said would come in conflict with the long continued use of
the fishermen in taking these fish up to the 19th and sometimes 25th of November. But
if, as has been clearly shown, this period is the spawning scason, then why should the inter-



estx of a few be considered, at the expense of the general good, by allowing the destruction
of this valuable commercial fish. Should fishermen be allowed to continue, as heretofore,
destroying the white-fish at the same times, and by the same means, which has proved to be
the surest for their destruction, they will become a luxury of the past, and be exterminated
trom Lake Ontario; and it will be but a mere matter of time for the same results to follow
in the great inland seas of the West. . o

By the application of some well devised system for producing these fish by Artificial
weans, by which myriads could be turned into the Lake annually, and combining therewith
a trial of the method of protection guggested above for their preservation and natural
increase, but a short time would elapse before White-fish would again become plentiful
enough, not only for the local consumption of the inhabitants, but also as an important article
of cxport from the Country.

HERRING.

This fish though very much resembling in appearance the Commercial Herring of the
scas, is of the salmon family, having the second dorsal or adipose fin, which is a distinctive
mark of that tribe of fish.

This delicious little fish was at one time very numerous, and was taken in great abun-
dance all along the shores of Lake Ontario, but of late years has become very scarce indeed.
The same causes which have almost destroyed the white fish, have produced the same results
with regard to the Herring, namely : the constant habit of killing them during their
spawning season. In fact this really valuable little fish has not been considered worthy of
any legal enactments for their protection, hence tle indiscriminate destruetion at all seasons
of the year.

This fish was usually taken by means of seines almost cverywhere along the Lake shore,
during the summer months, and afforded a great luxury to the inhabitants during that
season. The herring resort to shallow sandy bottoms in Bays, and protected places during
the months of November to spawn; 80 soon as this is known by fishermen and others, they
comnence the work of havoc and destruction by taking them with ncts upon their spawning
grounds. The consequence has followed—these fish have become very scarce. The spawning
grounds not being very numerous, and the Herring resorting thither within circumseribed
Jimits, are easily taken ; this is being continually done, and if not at once prohibited, the
total extinction of this fish is inevitable. The Herring is really of greater importance than
has becn generally supposed, and requires, equally with the salmon, salmon trout, and white
fish, the full protcction of the law. Besides being a delicious food for man, it is the
prineipal food of the salmon trout, and of the salnon during their sojourn in Lake Ontario.
Thercfore in permitting the wholesale destruction of the Ilerring, you are actually injuring
and impoverishing the larger fish mentioned.

What time is necessary for the incubation of the Herring, I cannot from actual experi-
ments say—We may however assume that they require the same period of time as the ova
ol' the white-fish, being deposited at or near the same time, and being subject to the sanie
temperature in the winter months. If this supposition is corrcct, they will not hatch out

till April, or perhaps May. Herring then should not be taken between the last of October
and the first of May.

SrEckLED TRoUT.

This beautiful and delicious game fish is another of the Salmonidac tribe, inhabiting at
onc time in great numbers almost every rapid, gravelly creck, and strcam in the Province;
now they are disappearing very rapidly, and in some localities are never scen. The same
story must be repeated regarding the cause of their decline. Their numbers have been
lesscned, and their capabilities of reproduction curtailed by ecatching them during the
spawning season, and at other improper times; to this may be added the constant habit of
throwing sawdust and other deleterious substances into the streams from saw mills and other
manufacturing establishments.

The close season by law is from the first of October to the first of J anuary. These fish
arc somewhat earlier in commencing to spawn, than others of the same family-—beginning in
September, and continuing through October and November, and even later. ° °

Speckled trout during the cold winter months colleet together in deep holes in Crecks
and Mill Ponds‘for protection and warmth, Immcdiately after the spawning scason, thgy
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become lean and lank in flesh, and from the setting in of cold weather, and formation of ice
over the creeks and ponds, they are unable to procure their ordinary supply of food. On
this account they continue low 1n condition, and become very greedy and voracious in appe-
tite. The means employed to takc them at this time is by cutting holes through the ice.
The fish being half starved—in many instances feeding upon one another, readily scize upon
any bait offered, and by throwing small particles of meat or other food into this opuuing, the
fish are attracted and caught. It only requires a short time to take in this way almost all
the trout in a pond, unless it be a very large one.

This is the most destructive method that can be imagined or devised (o take trout, wud
should thercfore be prevented by legal prohibition. Speckled trout should not be taken by
any means whatever between the tenth of September and the first of May.

These fish can be very easily produced by the artificial method of propagation. Though
highly prized by the sportsman, and unequalled for the use of the table, they are compara-
tlvelylof little commercial importance. Their production and inercase cither by preserves
or artificial means, may perhaps be safely left to private enterprise undcr certain restrictions.

MASKINONGE.

This is also a valuable fish, attaining to a great xize, and was, at one time very numc-
rous in the buck Lakes and Rivers of this Province. Like all others of our best fixh, they
arc passing rapidly away,—the blazing torch and deadly spear doing the work of havoe and
destruction to this fish whilst depositing their spawn in the early spring months. Another
ruinous practice is in vogue, viz : taking them through the ice, by cutting holes and luring
them thither to be speared ; at this time they are half torpid from the severity of the cold
winter. Thix, although a very objectionable proceeding, cannot he wholly condemned, as
during a portion of the winter months the fish being in good condition might be taken.
Thesc fish spawn in theearly spring months upon shallow, marshy grounds immediately upon
the ice leaving these situations, the actual time depending on the late or carly opening of
spring, which varies from the latter end of Maurch till the middle of May. By the first of
June ar perhaps later they will have recovered from the effect of spawninz.  The close season
for Maskinongé should cover a sufficient period of time so as to make the law gencral in
Ontario,—say from the fiftceuth of February to the first of Junc.

These fish could be produced by the artificial process, and no difficulty would stand in
the way of replenishing and restocking Lakes and Rivers in which they have hecome scuree,
by adopting this process, and giving thorough protection for spawnin: in the natural way.

PIkE.

This fish ix almost precisely similar in habit and every other respect to the Maskinong ¢,
and the remarks in refcrence to the latter will apply in every senze to the Pike.

Brack Bass.

This is also a very excellent fish for domestic usc, and frequents gencrally the sume
waters where Maskinongé and Pike are found. They were very plentiful at one time,
affording much pleasure to the sportsman, and supplying to a considerable extent an impor-
tant article of {ood to the inhabitants. They have been taken in the same ruinous way and
at the same improper times as the Maskinongé.

This fish, I am informed, spawns during the months of May and June, the close scason
should therefore extend beyond that of the Maskinongé, A difficulty however will arise in
cnforcing this close season, because in fishing for Maskinongé in the usual way, viz: trolling,
Bass are quite as frequently taken; it would be better perhaps that the close seaxon for Bass
and Maskinong¢ should cover the same period of time, viz : from the 15th of IFebruary to the
1st of June.

1 have not yct applicd the artificial method of breeding to this fish. T purpose trying
the experiment at the approaching spawning scason, and I have no deubt that these fish may
be greatly increased in numbers by the application of that process. I might here mention
that I have alrcady reccived an order from England to forward artificially impregnated ova
of this fish.

PICKEREL.

This ig a fish of considerable importance, and is still found to a limited extent in our
markef, Vast numbers jo former years frequented the Trent, Moira, Napance and other
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rivers flowing into Lake Ontario, in the early spring months, for the express purposc fof
spawning. They arc now very much reduced in numbers, 1t was the prevailing ‘t‘:uston_l or
the inhabitants to rush to these waters, as soon asit was known that Pickerel were  running
and kill them to such an cxtent as literally to cover the banl_:s of the stream with ‘these fish,
the gpawn cxtending from them and besmearing the ground in every direction. This pra;:ltlce
carried on for years has caused a most wanton destruction of the parcnt fish, as well as
myriads of their cggs, and is the most cruel and ctfectual mode of extermivation.

Pickerel beecome solitary in their habits after spawning, and are taken by fishermen
throughout the whole of Lake Ontario, forming a considerable supply of fish food in the
market. They are in best condition, from June till closing in of winter. The close scason

for this fish should be from 31si March to 1st June.
SUCKERS AND MULLET.

These fish are generally considered of little importance, but though they do not rank as
high in standard as the salmon and some other kinds of fish, yet in the absence of 2 supply
of these last, the sucker and mullet arc cagerly sought nft,.er, and ip some localities highly
prized. They are however unfortunately invariably taken in the Rivers and streams when
they arc in the ripest possible state for spawning, and are then as a natural consequence soft
and flabby in flesh.  When caught in the Lake in the summer and autumn months they will
bear a fair comparison with many other kinds of fish. The powers of procreation in the
sucker and mullet are immense. 'They deposit their ova in the Rivers and streams dlll‘ll:lg
April, May, and sometimes as late as June. The young of these fish hatch out in about six
days after the egg is'laid if the weather proves warm. I am of opinion that both thesc fish
with their young form a very large item of food for the larger and more voracious tribes.
Innocent in nature and not unlike sheep on land they are largely preyed upon. The muillet
were at one time caught in immense numbers in the streams in this scetion of the (.}ounlry,
hut for some yoars past they ave scarcely known—the sncker to a certain extent taking their
place.  Both of these fish producing food for a portion of the inhabitants, and for the larger
kinds of their uwn species, well deserve legal protection. Their close season should be between
the 31st March and the 30th June.

Perci.

These are another fish that deserve some consideration for their protection, as they are des-
troyed indiseriminately at all scasons of the year. They are much prized for the use of the
table, and afford considerable sport for the angler. As one of nature’s gifts to man, they
should not he wantonly destroyed during their spawning scason.  Their fecundity is very
great, and if let alone during their breeding season they would soon become very abundant.
They spawn in April and May. The closc season for ’creh should be from the 31st March
to the 1st of June.

The views submitted in refercnee to the several kinds of fish noticed in this report, are
not of a theoretical nature, they are founded upon practical knowledge and experience. The
improper times of catching, and the wanton modes of destruction, have been largely practiced
by mysclf in common with others. I thercfore feel the great nccessity for cnacting such
fizhery laws as will preserve to this Country, some of the gilts which the hand of bounteous
natuze has so freely given, but which the inhabitants have so improperly husbanded.

These suggeestions are offered in the hope that they may be found useful to the Depart-
ment when taking nicasures for preserving and increasing the vast wealth stored up in the
Lakes and Rivers of the Dominion.

T'rom the cloge and individual attention required in the particular work in which [ Tive
been engaged, I have been unable thus far to comply with your letter of special instructions.
I shall however take the carliest opportunity of carrying out theso instructions. In doing

so any f{urther information derived relative to the subjeets now submitted, will be laid before
the Department.

I have the honor to be,
Your obedient servant,

) SAMUEL WiLMoOT.
Newcastle, 15th April, 1869,
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APPENDIX No. 7.

RrcAPITULATION of the yield of the Fisheries on the North and South Shores
of the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence, from Quebec to Blanc Sablon, and
from Point Levi to Bay des Chaleurs, during the years 1867 and 1868.

—_— 18G8. 1867. REMARKS.
| B cts. $ ets.

Summer Codfishing, 32,364 cwt. at .... 116,510 424,407 60 The total differenco between
Autumn Codfishing, 7,012 cwt. at.. 25,343 2 12.;,.,88 00 |the values of fish produets in
Ling, 3,364 bls. at.... 16,820 00 6,040 00 1867 and 1868, isdue to the fall-
Mackerel, 1,119 brls, 11,196 00 35,200 00 |ing off of the Cod and Mackerel
Herring, 83,218 brls. at.... 249,654 00 140,766 00 |fisherios in the last year, and
Ilerring (smoked), 3,142 hoxes at.. 785 50 1,767 50 |the almost total failure of the
Sardines, 12.546 brls at.......... 62,730 00 68,435 00 |spring Seal fishery.
Halibut, 199 brls at,..... 995 00 1,805 00
Salmon, 7,262% brls at 87,150 00 57,22’% 00 Owing to the want of reliabla
Trout, 76 brls, at.. 760 W0 1,127 50 [statistics, the gield nand value
Sturgeon, 394 brls, at.. 1,970 00 2,405 00 lofthe River and inland Fisheries
Bels, 175,427 fish, at $10 per cwt 17,542 70 21.668 60 [in those departments of the
Cod, Tougues and Sounds, 101 brls at 707 00 2,521 75 |Province of Quebee, west of the
Seal 0il, 15,315 gals. at e 12,252 00 63,621 20 [City of Quebec, cannot be doter-
Whale 011 2933 gals. at . 2,346 40 20,959 20 |mined with any degrce of
Porpoise Oil, 155 gals. ot 183 00 1,020 00 |accuracy; but the value per
Cod 0il, 35,7193 gals. at.. 25,003 65 ;_,160 20 |anpum may be safely cstimated
Haddock, 379 brls. at 1,395 00 6,838 00 |at about $100,000 for commerce
Yar and Whitefish, 7,005 at & 1,166 00 606 10 |and lacal consumption.
Mixed Fish, 321 brls at.. . 4963 00 1,530 00
$had, 33, 242 fish at 20 cents a pwce 6,648 40 3,970 80
Sheklebacks, 24 brls at 25 cte..cieninn . 6 00 37 50
Fish used 23 manure, 34,701 brls. at 25 ets.. 8,675 25 4,525 00

Total coovveiiiiiiieiies e e s $651,296 50 | 1,070,622 95

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES,

Fisheries Branch, Ottawa, 1868.

(Certified,) W. F. WHITCHER,

P. MITCHELL,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
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APPENDIX

RETURN of Fishing Stations, Yield, Valué, number of men employed, number

—y———— g .
@ Value of ]
a &
o =3
a8 Boats, Nets, e 2] i
DIVISIONS. @ . ] . g18ls.| & ]
w3 |and material| 2 .1 a8 g2 Q €
2 B a | a|Bf 2k 2 < .E
84| employed. | = 218 |z 8 | 5 2 5
% o lam i =l E 3] =
8 cts, |

Lake Superior Division, from head of,
Lake Superior to Thessalon River....| 67 3,007 00 | 16000, 1 4 |...] 1490 991 458 |...

Lake Huron and Georgian Bay Divi-

sion, from Thessalon River to Pene-

(aoguishene ........ [T corianen 380] 22,925 00 (180000 1 |......l...| 4788 251‘)/ 2232 l
[undian Peninsuls Division, from Pene-

tanguishene to Cape Hurd............ .. n 8,395 00 109500| not [give (n.[ 4380 | 2775 | 1605 |......
Saugeen Division, from Cspe Hurd to '

Goderich,. . 14,784 00 J173000 11 j...... .| 4328 | 1314 | 800 | 2214
Huron, Lnke a | |

siop, fromn Goderich to River Thames.| 56 Not given. |........ TR § 5 P | 1775 5od'/ ..... wees| 1203
Detrolt River and Lake Erie Division,

from River Thames to Rondenu;.......i 311] 15,542 50 1450( 53 |..... |...| 4589 | 4503”]......... 2
Frie, Niagara, and part of Ontario

Division, from Long Point to Whitbyf

Harbor...... w..ee 279 20,128 00 |104720| 40 |...... o 2116 | 466 | 278% 446}
Neweastle vamwn, from Whltby Har- :

bor to Presqu’ile.. 41 3,110 00 | 18500]......]).. ... .| 3482 | 1750 | 1732 |.........
Bay of Quinte Dlvmon 13 5,000 00 900( 22 | 10 | 1f 15514 597 ).........| 9544
Prince Edward County Division .....,..,| 250 5,955 00 ; 50207 6 |.....|...| 28424| 2403%| 578 (3

Wolfe Island Division, including Am-
herst, Ducks, and Timber Islands...[ 119 8,248 50 | 31550|......| 97 | 6| 1538 565 475 11

Brocknlle and Cornwall Division........ No |statistica. 100, 2 | 50 |..eeee [ ereeenn of eeevenns
Lake Simcoe Division and Sturgeon
do do 100] 2 i 3053 40 54 10
—_— |
Totalisoireeerinecieiines covinaneens 1855| $107,095 00 [684117]149 111 | 7133234 |18424 | 8163 | 4907

N

DEPARTMENT oF MARINE AND FiISHERIES, ,
Fisheries Branch, QOttawa, 1868.

(Certified,) W. F. WaITCHER.
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of Nets, and yards of Gill Net, in the Provinee of Ontario, during the year, 1868.

. |9 Value.
AERE Wh
o < @ - orec
DA e 2 | Total Value. REMARKS.
| E a :‘:‘ i ‘: disposed of.
AR ECIER S Fresh. Picklod.
I G I I IR
173 - A IR Ay 1) \ »
£ 3 ets. cts S ets
(SR U ETTTUUN PIOS I . S DU 7,922 00 684 00 | 7,232 00 [Can. & U. S, [No return from the Fort
William Tnidian«.
wereeforee Jorered]-o| 39 ]l 29,242 00 | 5,350 00 | 23,892 00 do
........... 1Y EXTTETY T RO P 24,800 00 24,320 00 480 00 |Canada.
FYTTTTY [PPYVRUR. SN R [FPRTT IR 21,127 75 21127 75 [eveeeneaninines do
vorae| e weestene] T2 ereee| 7,336 50 3,211 00 | 4,125 50 |Can. & U. S.
coeser|venenn s em |oae] 40 | 38 30,337 50 30,337 50 [.ceeeenininnen do
2013 211964 41563 (2743 17,011 50 17,011 50 |.veveenncnnane do
22,000 00 | 20,900 00 | 1,100 00 do .
0,005 00 1,181 00 | 4,824 00 do
19,398 00 | 14,389 00 | 5,009 00 do
. 10,952 00 10,522 00 430 00 do
5 40 00 40 00 |ovvevsurraensed]  do 2 sturgeon, $2. (§8.00
weeres| 125[125 | Of.vuei ] v 1,910 00 1,910 00 | vovreirenene do Troiling with heok in
. this Division prevents
accurate statistics.
2013| 128|844%| 9(3974(4184|%5198,082 75 | 150,983 75 | 47,098 50 i

P. MITCHELL,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

o
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RETURN of Fishing Stations, Yield, Value, number of men employed, number

e — D [ -
g Value of ’ | | | £ | \
g i ®
g Boats, Nets, \ | e f: )
DIVISIONS. < . . 2 5l e . = .
5T 'and materinl z L =E [ t
o ~= o ey o
'EE' employed, = = B ';"- = 2 =
5E ployed. = 5 s 13| s = e <
= <] ZR B o = = 3] -_m_
$ cts.|Yards.
Lake Superior Divicion, from head of
Lake Superior to Thessalon River. 85 3,165 00 | 16300 ] . 1094 | 511 583 |ieerrnnnn
Lake Huron and Georgian Bay Divi-
sion, from Thessalon Raver to l
Penetanguishene .. RN - 111 21,872 00 (102100 5 e 7132 | 3597 | 3249 |.euenens
Indian Peninsula Dlv:smm from ‘
Penetanguishene to Cape Hurd..... 83 12,200 00 | 98300| 1 ...... 4100 | 2835 | 1265 | .........
Saugeen Division, from Cape Hurd | .
to Goderich .......... cesesons 0 .| 183 13,698 00 | 16770 9| 4843 1 1362 | 354 | 3127
Huron, Loke and River St. Clair t
Divigion, from Goderich to River ! ‘
Thammes .....cveienne. esarseanessaent o0 76 3,240 00 |......... 2200 1707 28%|........ .| 12334
Detroit River and Lake Ene Dn’lsxon, |
from River Thames to Rondeau...| 291 16,125 00 46| 1 ]..) 4949 | 4854 |......... 10
Erie, Niagara, and part of Ontario |
Divisior, from Long Point to :
Whitby Harbour........cus . 203 11,618 50 | 96580 8344 302} 1751
Newcastle Division, from Whuby
+Harbour to Presqu’ile... v 54 3,110 00 | 22400 700 764
Bay of Quinte Division No |statisticsin [1867. . [
Prince Edward County D ceee| 261 13,611 00 |133797 |
Wolfe Island Divieion, including I |
Amberst, Ducks, and Timber |
Islands........ RO . 93 14,727 00 |#45265]...... 97 1382 | i 670 |........ .
Brockville and Cornwall Divisions... 8 100 00 |...oueee 28 l ..... o lsennens
Loke Simcoe Division....ceceeiieeniess] No  |[statistics. [T R Il 325 ‘ 125 150 50
Totaliicveressvervirnesnnnienens | 1665 ($113,4686 50 |531612 144] 99 |...\33043 ‘18017 75123| 5293%
1 [
DePARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES,
g Fisheries Branch, Ottawa, 1868.
(Certified,) W. F. WaIrcHER.
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of Nets and yards of Gill-net in the Province of Ontario, during the year 1867.

!
.
“ ] =
&
2|z
21 8'8
Sl ela
3 23
w2 [~V -]
685 4 |....ua
...... y }
eeee] 201
No istmi
685|128 | 1

Value,
. Total Where
1@ REMARKS.
e 2 Value. disposed of.
= | ] Fresh. Pickled. .
] ) '
£18 !
$ cts. $ cts $ cts.
6,064 00 1,227 00 | 4,837 00 |Conada. 23,000 Whito fish frozen for
winter use.
V]
240| 46 35,820 00 o] 35,820 00 |Can. & U. &.
............ 19,600 00 13,066 00 | 6,53+ 00 do
OUY [N 22,604 50 1,194 50 | 21,410 00 'Cnnada.
445 13,302 00 1,665 00 | 11,637 00 |Cun. & U. 8.
25 60| 31,479 00 31,304 00 175 00 I do No returna from two locali-
ties, and $512 worth added
~ frem  Wheatley, without
particulars.
147, 401 19,626 00 [ 18,506 00 | 1,120 00 do
9,250 00 9,250 00 do
17,02000 ‘9,62000 do From the difliculty of obtain
ing accurate statements,
the overseers think the
catch has becn nearly
double the amount given.
37)eeeeee 10,440 00 9,455 00 985 00 do *No return of nats from
Ambherst Island.
2] 3 210 00 210 00 Peeeernemeeenne Canada.
sties| ... 2,450 00 2,000 00 450 00 | do
896| 510/$187,865 50 97,497 50 ‘90,368 00 '

P. MITCHELL,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
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RECAPITULATION of the yield of the Fisheries, Value of Fish taken, number
of Men, Nets, and value of Boats and materials employed in the Fisheries
in the Province of Ontario, in 1867 and 1868.

1868. 1867, 3$ ots. $ cts

——— |

Number of men ewployed.co e cueeieeriinneiiierinanians 1,855 1,665 '

Quantity of Gill-nets (yards).cccovuve vorannen, s 634,117 531,612 i

Do Seoines (DUMDCI e wuviiseeriirerrnpeassmsnsnions 149 144 |

Do Hoop nets {numbor)........ Jarsens 111 | 99 ‘

Do Pound nets  do ..., 7 7

Number of barrels of fish taken....cecruecsirne o tavenns 33,234 33,043 |
Value of boats, nets, and material engaged.....occeeiefe voriniiivens] senrenseensnens 107,095 00 ‘ 113,466 50
Total value of fish........ l ............... $195,082 75 | 187,865 50

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES,
Fisherics Branch, Ottawa, 1868.

(Signed,) W. F. WHITCHER.
P. MITCHELL,
Minister of Marine and Fisherics.



APPENDIX No. 9.

STATEMENT of the Fishing Licenses issued to American Fishing Vessels during the year 1868, in the several Provinces forming
the Dominion of Canada, with the names of Owners, Tonnage, Port, Amount of License Fee and name of issuing Officer.

NOVA SCOTIA.

' ! |
Name of Vessel. Owners. { Port. Tons. | Men. ! Where issued \ Name of Officer. !p?fttgn-lﬁcu;g::t F(:i.
N '
_ R - R
| ‘ |

Jas. W. Eaton......... ]Castine, Maine........| 54 15 l‘Pm-tMlulgr;we ..... Vincent J. Wallace..| 2 00 108 00

J. Lewis vuuneennn.. Gloucester, Mass. .. ... 46 M N 200 92 00

Telegraph. ..o vvveuensn Patrick Fanning........ ' do [ : X ) R OIS 200 134 00
H. Atwood............. 1S, Foster. . ...oueunen.. {Wellfleet, ¢ ...... ) 16 e 2 00 122 €0
F. Duubar ............ ‘IJoseph Dunber......... |Castine Maine........ | 61 15 ! 2 00 122 00
J.C.Tarr............. {Daniel Douglass.. . ... ... Gloucester........... 70 18 b et O, 2 00 140 00
Chanticleer . ........... |George M. ‘Arey........ Newburyport, Mass....| 33 12 o L ‘ 200 66 00
Martha Ann, v.oeeenenne. B. Y. Jewelt.vcuunn.. Camden, Maine....... 69 170 . L 2 00 133 €0
R. A. Kingsbury........ W, Mulloch.......... Wellfleet.. .......... 550 16 iiii. civiieann. e 1200 110 60
Freedom, .....cocuoo-. Moses M. Murray...... Gloucester, Mass. . .... 32 10 [oooiiiiiins ous e e } 200 64 00
C.R.Jones............ Henry Smith. ..., ..., | Salem “oL., 47 . ' 200 94 00
Abigail Brown. . ... ..... James McNeil.. ...|Gloucester ¢ ...... 44 i 2 00 €8 00
J. W. Fairfield......... | Adin Storey. ..... ..|Rockport ¢ ... .., 33 2 00 76 00
Hiram Power.......... {James McKinnon....... Gloucester * ...... 42 : 2 00 84 00
Charger. ......c.cuvu-. {Wm. H. Thurston...... do ‘.. 51 | 2 00 102 00
Tidal Wave............ 8. D, Rich...ooeenn Hingham® ¢ ...... 40 ) 2 00 80 00
Grace Darling.......... J. L. Fernald..... -e.../Comden, Maine...... 45 200 90 00
Wm. V. Hutchings. .. ... 'Jno. Parkhurst... ..... Gloucester, Mass. ..... 52 4 |oeieiiiaainnas b 2 00 104 00
Todus (Boat).... ...... 'Z.Rich. .. .uviniiinnnnn Provinceton ¢ ...... 24 O P R 2 00 48 00
Rio Grande............ B. Y. Rich......c..... do LR O D N bevee 2 00 74 00
Lottie F. Babson....... Wm. Greenleaf. ........ Gloucester ¢~ ... ... 53 5. . \ .................. 2 00 106 00
Forest Queen..... PR Albert Farr...o.vo.ne.. do ‘oL, | 51 B 2 00 102 00
M. L. Wetherall. ...... 'S. Morrison............ do “« oL |53 | 14 ... L. e 2 00 106 00
Light Foot............ 'James Wells........... do ‘oL | 50 \ [ Lo veeenn 200 100 €0

. | |
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Staremest of the Fishing Licenses issued to American Fishing Vessels during the year ending the year 1868, &c.—Coneluded.

Name of Vessel. Owners. " Port. Tons. | Men. [ Where issued. Name of Officer-
Equity (Boat).......... |Thomas Kimbell........ do “o .’.l
Arcola................ B. Y. Torrey........... do “ ..
Fanny.............. .. J. H. Gilmour.......... 'Hingham “o.. '
Traverse .............. T. Gott .ocvvivnnvnnnnn 'Swan’s Islacd, Me.. .. I
John Pew............. H. Hutchins .......... « [
Effort (Boat).......... iCharles Loveland New London, Conn.. ..
Ranger................ 'Alexander Weston Gloucester, Mass... ...
Vision.....couvun.. ... 'R.D. Cobb. .....c..... Hingham, Mass.......
John Wesley.......... C.C.Poole............ Rockport  ¢¢ ......
L. B. Snow........... {Wm. Hampson........ Truro ‘o
Chaleydony ... ........ 'Gilbert Davis.......... Gloucester “ . ....
David A. Osier..........Charles W. Osier....... do [CRPN
Chapparell ............ 'y. H. Steele........... St. George, Me....... ]
Laura Sayward......... 'Eps. Sayward & Co. . .... Gloucester, Mass......; 68 14 |Halifax..........|H. W. Johnston....
Hy. Ellsworth. .... ... W “ “o... 59 14 o “ e
Harriet Samantha...... David Low &Co........ ‘- ‘oo ‘ 58 1Tt o ceen
Madam Roland......... Philip Johnston. ....... “ o 62 16 |Port Hawksbury.. Malcolm McDouald.
Alkambra............. George Steele. . ........ « “ S 2 S VA 1 )
Madanaska Maid....... Wm. Brown.... .. “ ‘o 63 16 [ ..o eeeiit o
Franklin A............ David Melancon. ....... [T “« .. 65 | 17 «
Granmada.......... ... George Steel .......... b “o.. 59 4 [ “
Samuel Gilbert...... George Steel........... | & oo 51 14 . «
Fleetwood. .. .......... R. S. Smith. . .......... North Haven........ [ 55 14 o i .
George B. Lenore...... T, Calliher............ Gloucester ...vuas | 58 15 [North Sydney....|Thomas Sam Bown..
Bay State....... e W. Walsh............. L 52 12 do '

2345 | 650

Amoaunt of
Licence Fee.

119
102
110
| - 116
‘ 104

——

$1691 50

01



Monwose........oo.... lEps. Sayward...........|Gloucester. .......... ‘ 21 1 {Port of New Car-l ! |
’ \ i isle .. .......... 1J. Fraser.......... 1200 !
Comet...... P Nich. Feleh............ Newhury Port........ I o292 11l do . e 200
Whisper.......c...... George N, Jefts........ do ... g 18111 do et 1200 l
Ann Maria............ Wm. Parsons & Co. ... .. Gloucester Mass,...... 41 ' 12 |Gaspd Bay....... Theophile Tetu....| 2 00
Two Forty........ e-...\Joseph Frend.......... do  ...... * 63, 14 Seven Islands....| do ...l 200
Massena. - - cuvrsaianns 'George H. Davis.vooeenn| ..., 59 | Perce........... Philip Vibert .... | 2 00
Senator...........uhs Jno. MeInnis. . ....... .. ‘Bucksport, Me........ 17 Do i : do  ...... 1200
| @l &l |
Certified,

W. F. WHITCHER,
Department of Marine & Fisheries,
Fisheries Branch, Ottawa 1868.

P. MITCHELL,

Miuister of Marine & Tisheries.

§0T
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BOARD OF STEAMBOAT INSPECTION,
CHAIRMAN'S OFFICE.
Toronto, 18th February, 1869.

S1r,—1I beg leave to forward to you for your information of the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, a report of the proceedings of the Board of Steamboat Inspection and a rgturn of
all steamboats inspected, and of all penalties collected under the Steamboat Inspection Act
for the year ended the 31st December, 1868.

Meetings of the Board of Steamboat Inspectors for the examination of Engineers and
the renewal of certificates to qualified Engineers were held at

Windsor on the....coiiiiiiiiiierieiiins convanenes e .. 12th March.
Hamilton ..coeviviniiieneineiennnns eereersareiians Creree aenieeeraina. 16 “
St. Catharine’s . 19 «
Toronto..c.veereennns 21 [
Kipgston.. . . 25 «
Ottawa ..oocoiiiiennnn.. eereiaieireieees sseseaaeas 30 «
Montreal ....uuu.eune.. N .o 27th May.
Quebec ... .oviviiieiiiiies veeans e, N . 1st June.

There were issued by the Board at these sittings, 291 certificates, 40 of which were for
examinations, and 251 for renewals.

In compliance with the third section of the Steamboat Inspection Act, passed last Session
of the Dominion Parliament which came into force on the 22nd May, 1868, I called the In-
gpectors together at Montreal on Wednesday the first day ot July.

Minutes of their proceedings, and the rules and regulations adopted by them for their
own guidance, und a uniform inspection of Steam Vessels were forwarded to your Depart-
ment on the Tth of July.

In view of meeting the wishes of Steamboat Engineers, and also to allow the Tnspectors
more time for their Inxpection dutiesin the Spring of the year, it was decided to change the
sittings of the Bouard for the examination of Engineers from the Spring to the Fall of the
year, the Board to issue certificates at that time for the ensuing year.

In conformity with this resolution meetings composed of a quorum of the Board were
called at the following places:—

St. John, N. B......... . . 10th October.
Halifax, N. S........... .15 “
Pictou “ .......... Ceerrereeesenacans ettt riteietseriatesereetns 19 «
Quebee....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns Ceireeeririiiene seraeresinenaean. 26 «
Montreal ........ .... Ceretrees rerereeirienens e, e . 30 “
Kingston....ouveuevaiennnnne. . 1st
Windsor..L......... Decilnber.
Hamilton.............. 2 «

St. Catharines...... veveans " e 15 «
TOrONtO.cuv v veiiin cercririieniresnacassussansaensensnns Cetrereeranes .19 “

Three hundred and forty engincer certificates were issued by the Board at these sittings
98 of which were for examinations, and 242 for renewals. Minutes of the proceedings %f'
the meetings at Montreal, which all the Inspectors except Mr, Smith from St. John. N. B.
(who was prevented by illness from attending) were present, were forwarded to vour De-
partment. Returns of the number of Steam Vessels inspected in the Dominion for the year
1868, their tonnage, and the amount of dues and fees paid on account of the same have also
been forwarded to your Department at Ottawa.

The accompanying statcment exhibits as far as T have been able to obtain information
from the Local Inspectors, the number of Steam Vessels that have been added to the Domin-

jon during the year 1868, their class, where built, and how employed, and their gross and
Registered Tonnage.
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Also a statement shewing the number of steam vessels lost, and such information as I
have been able to gather in respect to accidents on steam vessels, endangering or causing loss
of life for the same period in the Dominion.

I am Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed,) SAMUEL RISLEY,

Chairman of the Board of S. B. I.
Wirriam SMitH, Esq.,

Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Ottawa.

STATEMENT of Losses and Accidents to Steam Vessels and their machinery in
the Dominion, for the year ended 31st December, 1868.

New Brunswick and N. S. District.—None.

Quebec District.—Steam Tug ¢ St. Maric” burn tat the wharf at Quebee, 5th October.

The vessel was not in commission at the time. Steamship ¢ Margaretta Stevenson’
on her way up from Montreal on the 5th September, burnt her steam chimney, killing one
fireman Propé Lahay, and severely scalding the second engineer.

After hearing evidence in respect to the circumstances connected with this accident, the
Board were of opinion that the chief engincer I3enjamin Filteau was to blame in deputing
his second toexamine a defect in the boiler, however slight without satisfying hfmself as to
its extent and danger. The Board did not feel justified in revoking TFilteaus License for
this offence, but they severely censured him, and cautioned him against such neglect in
future. .

Three Rivers District.— Steamer ¢ Relief”’ sunk on the 5th May, opposite Sorel, in a
gale of wind. The Captain and one of the firemen lost.

Steamer “ Yamaska” sunk by‘a collision with a sailing craft. The steamer a total wreck
no lives lost.

Montreal District.—Steam Tug ““Lily” burnt at Greenpoint in the Grenville Canal,
30th of August.

Steam Tug “Leeds"” sunk in the Chute & Blondeau Rapids, no lives lost.

Steamer “ Spartan’ of the Royal Mail line struck on her way down the St. Lawrence
injuring her forward compartment. No lives lost.

Kingston District.—“Steamer Empress” burnt at the wharf at Kingston.

West Ontario District,—Steamer ¢ Frances Smith” running between Collingwood
and Owen Sound, run ashore in a fog in Georgian Bay. No lives lost.

Steamer ‘¢ Perseverance'’ the property of the Welland Railway Campany lost by fire on
Lake Ontario, in October —A Report of this loss was forwarded to your Department shortly
after it occurred. I may state here that the origin of the fire which caused the total loss of
this vessel and the loss of several lives is unknown. The vessel was well equipped in every
respect and well officered ; the fire was so rapid that the boats could not be properly launched ;
the officers did their best, and appear to have lot their lives in their efforts to save life and
property.

(Signed,) SaMUEL RIsLEY
Chairnan of the Board of S. B. 1.



STEaM VEsstLs inspected in West Ontario and Supertor Division for the year ending 31st December, 1868.

Name of Vessel.

Port of Inspection.

Name of Collector.

Date of

Inspection.

Tonnage.

Gross, |Reg’d.

Tonnage

Dues.

Insp.

fce.

Dato of

Payment.

Totals,

REMARKS.

Great Westerp....
Tnion.ce. sae

Essex .
Tlorence
Valley City
Ada Carter
T. T. Noye
Dominion..
Bella Taylor....

George Campbell..

Hero .ocovunn o .
Kiver King..
Shamrock .

Bonny Magg
Rothesay Castle
Priucess of Wales..
Her Majesty......
G. 8. Hathaway.
Victoria.......

Banquet .
Tell Mixer
Algoma ...
Ida Burton...

City of Turonto....

Deanc......... Aurora

Little Eva do

Fairy ....... do ..

Emily May .|Bell Ewart

SiMCO® ars aree vernruresresenns do

“laoderich

. Toronto ...

Collingwuod.,
..|Barmie.......

... Toronto .

do
do ..

do ...

do

80T



Wenonah....
George Wats,
Rescue ......,
Chicor
Osprey ..
Acadia ...,
Prince Alfred.
Ottawa ...,
Dromedary
America ...,
Metermora..
Dominion...
Enterprise .,
Perseverance.

Jessie vuvver aeen
N. G. Sprague .,
City of London.
Argyle .....
T. F. Park.

Alexander Jones..

Champion .
Anglo Saxon.
Novelty
Ranger.
Victoria ..
Commodore
Mary Ellen,

Norseman .
Otonabee....

Forest Cityuieeansae o

Gravenburst .....,.

Collingwood...
do .
do -

Hamillton ....

Not mspcctad
Port Hope
do

.|P. Bennett......
.. J. Hemphill
veee|W. B, Gwyn ..

.|E. Anlerson...

PR NOVBU TN CRUICNRONCTDCTCTDNLTEN CTU 4 o oo 0D 00 000D 00 U0 TN 0 B! O

16 90
33 40
8 20
18 50
2 20
320
180
130
8 20 09
4 70 00
8 00
7 36 00
13 20 00
10 30 00
310 00
10 25 00
3 80 00
4 58 00
29 50 ‘ 00
8 40 6o

790'500

!July ..
| “ 14,
« wse
Dee. 30...
April 21...
{3 16

Jaly 22..
Sept. 22..

July 1l...
“ 24,

Juuoe 3
...

May 30...
June  6...]
July 11...)
Sept. 17...
Nov. 25...
Juns 15...
July 31..

< 31

601



SteAM VESSELS inspected in West Ontario and Superior Division, for the year ending 31st December, 1868.

Tonnage.
Date of Tonnage: Insp. [ Date of
Name of Vessel. Port of Inspection. Name of Collector. Totals. REMARKS.
Inspection.|Gross. Reg’d.| Dues. fee. | Payment,
| .
I $ ots.| $ cts $ cta.
Alu....., do “ 27.. 35 500 |Aug. 31... 8 50
Spider.......... do ... g o« 500« 31, 6 50
Margaret Hales do Aug. 27 63 . 5 00 ‘Sept. 30... 11 30
Niagara. ...... July 270, 6 ... ' 5 p0 |Aug. 31.. 5 60
“30..14608 109 6| 8 U0 Dee. 3l... 54 16
a 99,1 B12] 34211 512 1 500 [Aug. 3. 10 12
“ 29...\ 16l %! 160|500 Sept. 14 6 60
Okoura.... L R & A PR 370|500 Oct. 8. 8 70
Wahuno .. “ 11...{ e |0 1460 | 8 00 [Juse S..| 2260
|

ar ending 31st December,

1868.

Bay of Quinté.......
Georgian ...
Hereules ..
City of Ha
J. A, Maedona]d..
Bruno....eeeers.
Hlvhlander

Bran t-ford..
Hauron....

do
do
do

LU BUUOULO OO
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Wellington........ ......
St. Lawrence.
Rochester...
Hemlock....
Prince E ward..
Watertowan

W. B. Simpson.
W, F. Muedell..
W. B.Simpason..

do

Pierrepont.. . .
Strickland . .'Marrisburg . A. McDonnell.,
British America 'Cornwall, --|R. X. Bullock..

.JA. Jones ...
'J. Roblin......

St. Jesnn Buptiste,
St. Helen....
Raftsman,

. |Prescott .
«|Picton ...

Athenian,
Columbian .
City of Ottawa. . .
Franvis ..... . do .
Elswood . do .

Mary Ann.. . o
Jessie Abbey. .|Napanee
Ann Sigson.
Emerald..
Oregon ...
Snow Bird
Alliance ..
Calumet...
Jason Gould..
Poutiac.. ....
Pembroke
Monitor...
Bristol. ....
Prince Alfred...

|
i
i
]

DL WD OGN U LN QOO AN TN 0000 WG 00 GO LN L OO G

|

1272.70 for the half year.

2924.70 for the half year.

StEam VESSELS inspected in Montrcal Division

for the year

Elevator No. 4.... Montreal ...
Do 3. do
Do . do
Do . . do
Quebec.....r... . do-
La Prairie.. do
L’Aigle eeese v do .
Spartan « | Lachine ...
Aurara ... do
L. Renaud. Montreal
Arctic .oone do

[N NV T N S R N

$1.50—9 miles, 1 day.

$1.25

The stenmer Spartan struck in
the Long Sault Rapids on
downwurd trip 16 Oct.—no
lives lost, damage not much.

448



StEAM VESSELS inspected in Montreal Division, for the year ending 31st December, 1868.

Tonnage,
Date of Tonnage, Insp. | Date of
Name of Vesael. Port of Inspection. | Name of Collector. Totals, REMARKS.
~ Inspection.|Grose. | Reg’d Dues. fee. | Payment.
I
$ cts.l
A. M. Deslile.oe. voeeea| 28, 13 70 !
. do ... 28... 15 80 |
. do 28... 26 60 |Paid for two years, 1867 & 1868,
Lachine ..., do 29.. 22 60 \31.50 one da._v.'
Lecds#® Montreal . do 29... 13 20
Magnet _do 29... 41 60
Wood do 30.. 14 70
QOak.. do 30 14 20
Noran t do JRTTTC POy BEUTUTIILTPTPPEPTOT PUSTETUNe 11 00 |$448.70.
Plover .... do 1.. 5 9 50
Media do L. 5 13 30
do 1... 8 45 40
Fawn .. do 1... 10 26 60
Aid:.. do 1, 10 27 80
Fashion..... .. do 2.. 8 22 70
Weather Bell. do 2. 5 20 30
Cultivateur..... do 2... 5 25 50
Passport ..... do 2... 8 42 60
Excelsgior do 2. 5 15 70
Royal .. .. do 5. 8 34 00
Balabery.. do 5. 238 8 31 80
Dagmii.. do 5. 141 8 22 10
Lawrence ... do 6.... 132 5 18 30 |$356.60.
Easter ... do 6... 87 10 27 40
Prezcott do 8...] 206 5 25 60
Caroline... do 12..., 101 5 15 10
Lord Elgin. do 13...] 214 8 29 40
Beaver do 14...] 240 8 32 00
Lina ... wueen do 15...) 107 5 15 70
Mgtilda......... ... do 15... 86 5 13 60
Prince of Wales. do 15...] 214 8 29 40 |$1.00—9 miles.
Troquois ... ...... do 18...] 351 8 43 10
8t. Laurence do 19...‘ 93 5 14 80
do 19... 83 5 13 30
Bytown...... do e ssrars 76 5 12 60

oll



AretiCien i, do e ue |J W. Dunecomb.,...... 153 $320.20.
Canadaf.. . do d " teenssons fun .
Lake St, Peter. .[Quebee.. 62
Champion .|Montreal 127
Banshee, . do- 294
Merritt, . do
Elfin ... . do
Champion...e.veensns, . do
Maid of Canada . do
Queen Victoria Ottawa $334.80,
Montreal
do
do
do $20.60.
do [T . .
do 00].. 50 |2—130 milee.
St. John . 11 60 5 00 26
reessaraenanenen | Ottawa . | 9 90 5 00]ienins cionnen I$66.00. ;
Longuenil w....ccrververeenr ] Montreal voveviverrs con]A, M. Deligle s vovenee[Sept. 2.1 302 | 189 | 30 80 | 8 00 vuvevvverernns Built this year, dues paid next
. spring.
Relief sivnmaeee sorserionrssienss [: U SO ’ do v e ¢ 15, 87 17 S0 500 e vnn Upset in agale of wind, 5 May,
Mountain Maideeus uunuers |Magog Ontlet . .rnnnrnss B Ballocksussin| € 25.. 95{ % L 950 | 500 1868, afterwards repaired.
Lady of the Lake.. do ... | do “ | 278 175 55 60 | 16 00‘ critraenase . $99.80.
Hochelaga. ..... cvneesnn | Longueuil......... JA M, Delisle ...cv voue|Qct.  1...] 228 95| 2280 | 8 00|...... ..... e, lDucs paid next Inspection.
Charlotte ... Montreal...... 40 ] ¢ 20| 41 410 05 00| 9 10 |New steamer.
VIetoria voevevrvimrenneninsens |Otta WA er e do vieeennennes| ¢ 15, 100 10 60 | 8 00).ieierernnnns 18 60 l527.70.
|

¥ This steamer struck in the Chute 1 Blondeau, and sunk out of sight. October 18th, 1568, no lives lost (accident).
T Psaid into the Customs $11.00 for dues and fee for the year 1867. They have turned her into a sawmill, therefere she was not juspected this year.

For the

1 New steamer inspected by me, owned in Ottawa, was to have been registered in Ottawa, but I bave not received any nctice of her tonnage or of hor dues being
New steamer this year.
There are some small lugs, owued by captains who are very seldoma to be seen if at all until the close cf pavigation. Their work is towing small vessels.

? paid. T have written to the Collector at Ottawa.
4 This steamer was burnt 30th August at Greese’s Point, Grenville Canal—cause unknown (dues not p .id}.
future, they will be retainel, when inspeeted, until paid.

This steamer has no register. Dues have not been paid ; will be paid next inspection.
#% This steamer’s dues were not paid ; will be paid previous to next inspeetion,
Ag to the date of payment of dues and feer, 1 am unable to give them as they were paid into the Customs ; the receipts given with date to tho captains or owners.
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StEAM VEssELS inspected in Three Rivers Division for the year ending 31st December, 1868.
p y 2 H

Bertaier ....

Union.......

Tennnge.
Date of Tonnage: Insp. | Date cf
Kame of Ves:el. Name of Colluctor. | L | Totals. REMARKS.
Tnzpection. |Gy ss. 'Rez’d.| Dues ; fee. | Payment.
]
| |
i $ cta] $ eots. $ ete.
Fire FIY cevverrsresncrsnrsnendl A. M. Delisle..ceresersn Hlarch 30.. 1B 46 920 | 5 00 |April 14... 14 20
A .- do tApril 2, 96 28 7 60| 500 |May 28... 12 60
do “ 11, 141 37 14 10 | 8 00 |April 30... 22 10
“ 11, 274 i14 27 40 | 8 00 « 30... 35 40
“ 14, 176 S0 17 60 | 8 00 “30... 25 60
“  16..| 309 107 3% 90 |'8 00 f 30.. 33 90
« 16...| 838 527 83 80 | 8 00 ¢ 30.. 91 80
16, 114 25 11 40 | 5 00 {June 19... 18 40
« 19,.. 570 284 57 00 [ 8 00 |April 30... 65 00
“ 20, 252 107 25 20 | 8 00 o 24.. 33 20
“ 22, 104 30 | 10 40 | 5 00 jJuno 19.., 15 40
@ 23.. 118 63 11 80 ; 5 00 “ 19, 16 80
¢ 24, 387 172 38 70 | 8 00 [April 24... 46 70
w24, 83 18 830 | 500 !June 19... 13 30
“ 25, 126 68 12 60 | 5 00 |May 15... 17 60
“ 27 u 25 410 | 5 00 (April 30.., 9 10
27 117 47 11 70 | 5 00 (May 29... 16 70
LY (P 34 n, K'n.] 340 5 00 [June 9... 8 40
28,0 274 114 27 40 | 8 00 (May 20... 35 40
May 1l..; 107 21 10 70 | 8 00 [June 19... 18 70
“ o1, 7 3 070|500 « 2. 570
April 29... 15 7 150 | 500 [May 12.., 6 50
- do e May 1. 144 19 14 40 | 5 00 19, 19 40
E. Campbell ... “ 2, =28 2 280 | 5 00 (July 22... 7 80
A. M. Delisle...... “ 2.0 30 20 3 00| 500 [April 29... 8 00
‘11, 7 1 070 [ 500 [May 12... 570
o 175 65| 17 50 | 8 00 |June 19... 25 50
126 40 12 60 ; 5 06 “ 19, 17 60
57 21 570|500 |Aug. 26... 10 70
87 3 3701500 2. 13 70
686 | 432 | 68 60 | 8 00 |June 27... 76 60
natiug Tyler ...coceorisnne 105 21 1050 ( 800 | « 12, 18 50
i Tyler 2| 71| 920|500 sz 8. 1420
T 0 F— 22 2ot | 220 (500 (Fely 2, 720

it



;\‘fnn’asell do 341 « 340 500 “« 21, 8 40 [Mr. Gadby made an error of 40
Doré ... 45| « 4501500 « 21.. 9 50 | cents in giving the receipt.
'f(,'!:y 67 « 670 (500 “  2l... 11 70
‘Liacoln...., 82 43 820 | 5 00 |Sept. 2... 13 20
$332 20
|
STEAM VESSELS inspected in Quebec Division, for the year ending 81st December 1868,
Prince Edwardu. veeiinens Quebec .ouvevereniininnn jJe March 24...| 162 112 16 20 | 8 00 (July Y. 24 29
Arctic..... ... «vees|Indian Cove . |April 3. 153 104 15 30 | 8 00 |April 27... 23 30
St. Androw......weeiveanenens | QUEDEC eeenie “ 4. 218 137 | 21 80| 8 00 |May 16... 29 80 ~
:Margaretta Rtephenson...|Indian Cove. L 114 66 11 40 | 8 00 [April 11... 19 40
Queen ... .. 89 535 870 | 500 [May 16... 13 70
VYoyageur ..... 137 17 13 70 | 8 00 € 16.. 21 70
Maid of Orleans 119 6 1190 48 19 99
TFrovidence .... 133 26 13 30 | 8 21 30 -
“Heroules... 199 125 1990 | 5 24 90
Reindeer 187 125 1870 | 5 23 70
3 159 100 1590 | 8 23 90
159 100 1590 | 8 23 90
199 125 1990 | 8 27 90
448 109 44 801 5 49 80
121 77 1210 | 8 20 10
241 152 2410 8 32 10
105 22 10 50 | 5 15 50
24 10 24015 7 40 -
168 106 16 80 ' 5 21 80 .
340 232 3410 | S 42 10
125 72 1250 15 17 50
Lady Head.. 299 168 2990 | 8 37 90
Express ... 105 |eeeereens 10 50 | 8 18 50
Hero...... .. 209 78 2090 |5 25 90
St. Nichola 82 52 820 |8 16 20
‘Scotchman 89 58 8§90 |5 13 90
-Quebeo ..... . a2 58 9205 13 20
Secret,. 467 293 46 70 | 8 54 70
Tiger.. 124 8] 12408 20 40
Kroile .., . . .- .| 152 96 1520 | 8 23 20
Portneuf ..... . . . ! .y 218 138 2180 (8 29 80
. . . v el 205 130 20 50 | 8 <3 50
St. Antoinse . . . [ o 150 105 1500 | 8 23 00
St. Croix ... o 149 94 14 90 | 8 22 90
Notre Dame.. . : 135 55| 1350 | 8 21 50
Napoleon ITT. 495 212 49 50 | B 57 50
Storm.... ... . 54 37 540 | 5 May 10 40
£t. Charles..c.c.ccovur wee ues i . . . 117 74 11 70 | 5 00 16 70

g1t
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StEAM VessoLs Inspected in Quebec Division for the year ending 31st December, 1862,
Tonnage. !
. Date of Tonnage | Insp. | Date of |
Name of Vessel. Port of Inspecticn, | Name of Collectur, Totals. REMARKS.
Iospection.| Gross.;Reg’d.! Dues. | fee. | Payment.
| !
$ cta.| § cte. $ ote,

MArs veiverine sviee ceveer e oes 14... 37 24 370|500 [June 23.. 870

Margaret., 14... 65 36 6 50 | 500 [May 27.. 11 50

Alliance.... 15... 69 47 690 ¢ & 00 “ 16... 11 90

Kapoleon IIT.. “ 18.. 91 57 910 | 5 00 “ o 18.., 14 10
Tadousac .. «“ 19,10 148 48 14 80 | 5 00 ¢ 19... 19 80
F¥ire Fly... « 22, 28 18 280 | 500 [July 6. 7 80
Point Levis “ 23, 93 35 930} 500 |May 16.., 14 30
Albion .. “ 23 171 118 17 10 | 5 00 “ 16, 22 10 °

C. P. Doré 23, 42 26 420|500 (July 9. 9 20
John Bull. « 25, 117 76 11 70 | 5 00 |May 23.. 16 7)
8t. George June 6. 203 128 20 30 | 8 00 “  18... 28 30 - —
&t, Louis...... ¢« 8 118 41 11 80 | 5 00 0 18... 18 80 ot
New Dominion 380! 500 |Aug. 9. 8 80 [ =g
Canada ..... 100500 [July 6. 6 00
Ste. Marie.. 2110 ' 5 00 ¢ Tae 26 10
Gross Isle..... 12000500, « 7. 1700
Midge . 300|500 1. 3 00
Fairy., 280|500 8. 7 80 -
Eugéuie . 13 80 | 5 00 . 18 80

Tyde..... 23 70 | 8 00 31 70
St. Audrew 21 80| 500 . 26 80
Gaspé .... - 34 00 | 8 00 [.veevrnin ses 42 00
Advance.... . R cveeinee do e lAug. 8 373 238 37 30 [ 500 |July 7.. 42 30
€Ity of QuBbeC.cuvirnrererian| 0 wrecreorerere rvresenas do weso'Sept, 5 | 556 | 380 | 55 60 | 8 00 |Sept. 8. 63 60 ’ )

StEAM VESsELs Inspected in the Nova Scotia and New Brunswick Division, for the year ending 31st December, 1868
L}

2ntelope.. St. John, N.B Avg. 5. 128 ' 777 12 80 | 8 00 |Ang. 28... 20 80 .
Ada G.. do Oct. 6...] 102 30 10 20 | 8 00 “29... 18 20 *
Ressie Bucveorurne .. do w|Sept. 20,1 39 ‘ 9| 390|500 [sept. 29... 8 90 ,

o apa




€onqueror...... uvvevrersnnss
Thebucto..

awn..
Bazelle ..
@eneral...

Xda Whittier..
Lady Colebroo
t. Laurence..

| | LTS

fon............
Maid of lhe Mm
Merrimac.,

. St, John, N.B..
do

.;Shediae, N.B.,...

.\ Fredericton, N, B
.} Fredericton, N.B

.|Bt. John, N.B.

. 0 .
.| Halifax, N.S...
do

do
+|Halifax, N. S...
.| Pictoun, N.S..

|B. Robinson...
do

... F. Hammington...
..!B. Robinson., ...

., 8t. John, N.B..
do .
chtou, N.8... .
Frederieton, N.
St. John N.B..

. do
..|D. M¢Culloch
..|T. R. Robinson
..;B. Robinson......
.|T. R. Robinson
B. Robinson ....
. R. Robinson
B. Robinson...
'T R. Robinson.

B. Robinson..,
D, McCulloch,
..|B. Robinson...

B

8t. John, N.B.

St. John, N.B..
Fredericton, N.B..

Pictou, N.S.....
St. Johm, N.B.
d

do

do

+ vse0s/ Fredericton, N B..
do
.:Newcastle, N.B.

Y

A

J d do

1 do A do

A do ‘ do

o do do

. Chatham, N, ..ID. Ferguson
lSt. John, N.B.. ;B Robinson..

|

'Hahfnx, N.S

. do
Plctou, N.S... D. McCullock

W Parker ...

St. John, N.B..
. E. Binney.....
.. B. Robinson..
«.|F. Hannington..
..,B. Robinson..

[RTTTVRPIN [ 07,1 AN O
- 3...

146

o W o ™

€N 00 00 O €1 0D OO QOGO OGN QAN G100 L N O G100 00 00 €1 G0 00 AR G0 O A 0 €

00 | « 23, 22 60
00 |Nov. ... 18 80
00 |Sept. 15..., * 21 60
00 [Oct. 5. 8 70
00; « 2. 8450

(18 41)
U F 35 20
00 ;Oct. 2. 9 70
00 LNov 30 100 90
00 f « 16 13 50
00 |Oct. ' 23... 9 90
00 |Aug. 28.. 70 10
00 |oct. 22. 15 90
00 |Aug. 31.. 23 90
00 |Oct. 22.. 26 40
00 [ « 26, 10 30
00 |ivvererenen| 33 00
00 |Oct. 80...[ 19 30
00 |Nov. 1.0 92 50
00 |Oct. 1...! 9 20
00 [Aug. 29.. 13 70

S. RrsLey, Esq.,

Chr.

B. of 8. B. Inspection.

W. M. SMITH,

S. B. Inspector,

LTT



RETURNS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED Slsr DECEMBER,

1868.

BTATEMENT of the number of Steam Vessels that kave been added to the Dominion, their Class, where built, and bow employed, and their

Gross and Registered Tonnage-

’

~ ToNNAGE.
Xame of Steamer. Class, How Employel. Where Built. I
Gross. Registered.
Tda Whittier. ... seeversseceens. |Paddle .. ..10n the Upper River St. John, N. B...... cressemnenennne] Carleton, N, B. . 250 207
. |Quebec Market Boat wioicivieinns .'Pomt Leu . . 99 62
do do cee werrresnien - do . 237 149
Passengor Steamer between Quabec and Plctou o |Scotland .. 556 380
. Towmg between Montreal and Quebec,.... | Quebee .., 10 7
New Domlmou . . do do do 38 16
Mac... ..| Between Montreal and Quebec ......... 'Sorel ... 107 21
Arthur . do do . Yamaska, 15
Messenger .. Towing between Montreal and Qucbe tSorel 28 Not known.
Carillon .. " do do ‘ do . 87 8
TUnion .. ..!|Montreal and Quebec... TN iLevi ..., . 686 432
meoln veses . do . wSorel weereas . 82 43
Ignatius Tyler.. .| Passenger and Towing, Iontreal and Qucbec River du Loup . 185 21
Carolme .- Lake Freight covveniee sronnanrenns .|Montreal ... 100 46
..|River St. Lawrencc do 107 26
do . do Not known, |Not known.
. do Cumberland «“ «
«|Ferry, Montreal and Longueuil Montreal ... 308 N 189
41 Not known.

Norseman
Spider. .
Champio
Hero ...
Okoura..
Dominion.
Mary Ann ..
Alex. Jones... ..
George Watson..
Rescue. ..
Chicora..
Dromedary ...
Bella Taylor ..
George Campb

. Propeller

Serew Tug.
d

Between Montreal and Quebage,
River St. Lawronce, Kingsto
Ferry, Belleville,,..
Passenﬂer, Luke On ario
do
Towmg lamber on Lake Seugog
do on Cameron Lake ....
Pageenger, Port Hopo and Rochester
Towing lumber on Rice Lake...........
Passenger and Tug, Georgian Bay.
do do
do
Lake Freight....
Towing timber o
Towing, Detroit River....... ..
Towiug saw logs at Collmnwood
Fishing boat at srrveanes vaen
Passenger, Fort Wlllmm and Cyllingwood .
Lake Freight...
Towing on R.ver ‘Tlatnes .
do do rerser o vese

. Clayton, Umted Sta
do

.|Fenelon Talls..
..]Montreal.......
..|Rice Lake.,

. .|Chatham ........ .
do  seeverieieriies e

o
DBrockvill
St. Catherin

Lmdsmy ceeverats vranceies

Buffalo, U. 8
Buffalo, U. 8
Owen Sound.
St. Catbarines.
Stromness .

Amherstburg
Buffalo, U. S..
Collingwood
Scotland....
Hamilton ,

13

. 224
Not known.
32

2
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FIFTH REPORT

OF THE

SELKECT COMMITTER

ON

FISHERIES, NAVIGATION, &c.

R VR VN

CommirTEE Roow,
31st May, 1869.

The Select Committee on Maritime and River Fisheries, Ocean and Inland Naviga-
tion, and the Inspection of Fish, beg leave to present the following as their Fifth Report.

Your Committee have the honor to submit for the consideration of Your Honorable
House, the evidence which they have received from various persons to whom copics of
the questions adopted during the last Session of Parliament were referred. Your Com.
mittee have appended thereto the Report of Her Majesty’s Acting Consul General at
Christiania on the Cod and Herring Fisheries of Norway for the year 1866, which Report,
in the opinion of Your Committee, contains information of value to the Iishery interests
of the Dominion.

All which is respeotfully submitted.
P. ForTIN.

Chairman,

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

The following questions were submitted by the Committee to practical Fishermen,
Shipmasters, Collectors of Customs and others in different parts of the Dominion :

Questions relative {0 Sea Fisheries.

1. State your place of residence and your profession or occupation, and whether you
have any practical knowledge in regard to the fisheries and upon what fishing grounds ?

2. Are there any sea fisheries adjoining the County of—

3. What is their extent and value, and what kinds, quality and quantities of fish are
there taken ?

4. State the different manners of curing and preparing fish, and in what way in your
opinien improvements in curing and preparing might be made.

——7
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5. Is an Inspection of fish necessary, and should it be compulsory or otherwise ?

6. low much fish is consumed in the neighbourhood of the fishing grounds by the
inhabitants, and what quantities are sold in a fresh statc? How much is consumed in
Canada? o .

7. How much dried or pickled fish, the products of our fisheries, is consumed in Can-
ada, and what quantities and kinds, are exported to foreign countries, and to what coun-
tries? .

8. State the prices of the different kinds and qualities of fish ~at or near the fishing
grounds ; the prices when prepared for exportation and when delivered in the markets to
which they are sent, respectively. . .

9. Are some of those fisheries in a backward state, and if so, what obstacles impede
their development, and what means are required to foster them ?

10. What kind of boats and vessels, with their number and tonnage, clear from Ports
in your County, to engage in the fisheries; and what kinds and number of vessels are
required to carry the fish by them caught, to market ? )

11. How many men belonging to your County are,engaged in the fisheries, and are
they expert, industrious and hardy ? State also, what branches of the fisheries they are
cngaged in, and what kind of fishing they understand best.

12. Are the scines, nets, and fishing gear in use of the best description, and are the
boats und fishing schoouers employed built upon good models ?  Would not the circulatien
of models of superior boats and vessels from port to port be a proper means to improve
them ?

13. Do the fishermen make good sailors, and are they, and should they not be instrue-
ted in navigation ? )

14. How far are the present arrangements with the United States to be considered
fuir and just towards our fishermen, and what are the best means to prevent encroachments
upon our fishing grounds by Americans ?

15. How far could successful Seal fishing be conducted in the Gulf of Saint Law-
rence and from the coast of Nova Seotia ?

1G6. Are bounties to fishermen desirable, and il so, what is the Lest mode of making
them extend to boats and vessels and the different kinds ot fish ?

I'7. Would not an cxpenditure for the improvement of Harbors of Refuge be of greater
benefit to the fishing interest than the same amount given in bounties ?

I8. State the different manners in which fish are taken, and give your views as to
whether fishing with “ bultow” or troll lines is 1jurious and if s0,in what way ? State also,
your opinion as to whether injury is caused by throwing offal or « gurry” overboard, with
auy suggestions to remedy the evil, if it be an evil. -

19, Are there any oyster or other shell fisheries adjoinivg your County, aud il so,
what is their extent and productiveness and the quality of the fish taken ?

20.  Are the beds of oysters as productive, and other kinds of shell fish as plentiful as
formerly ? 1t net, what means should be adopted to prevent these fisheries from becoming
cxhausted ?

21, State as pear as you can, the quantitics of shell fish exported from the fisheries
adjoining your County, the markets to which they are sent, and the prices at the fishing
grounds, and the markets respectively.

Questions Relative to Inland Fisheries.

22 State your place of residence and your profession or occupation, and whether you
have any practical knowledge in regard to the fisherics, and upon what fishing grounds.

23, State the names of all rivers and streams in your County frequented by Salmon
and other fish for the purpose of depositing their spawn, giving the different species of fish
and the times of year at which they respectively ascend those waters.

24 Are the laws with regard to the close scasons, and against illegal netting and
spearing, observed ?

25, Ave the dams across streams frequented by fish, provided with fishwaysor passes
according to law 7 1f not, state the localitics and the nawes of delinguent mill owners ;
and suggest, if you can, any improvements in the fishways or passes in use.



-«

26. Do you know of auy particular river which the fish ascend and where they have
been destroyed in consequence of contraventions of the Fishery Laws, and cau you suggest
anglame?ndmcnt to the laws, or recommend any administrative measure in relation to the
subject ?

27.  Are you aware of any important district where a more regular inspection is
required in order to prevent contraventions of the Fishery Laws which now occur ?  State
the results of such contraventions as regards the fisheries in general.

28. How mucb fish is consumed in the neighborhood of the fiching grounds by the
inhabitants, and what quantities are sold in a fresh state ?

29, What quoantities of Salmon and other fish taken in the river fisheries of your
County are cxported, with the quantitics exported in a fresh state packed in icc or snow,
or in hermetically sealed cans, and to what markets sent respectively ?

30.  How much of dried or pickled fish, the product of your river tisheries, is con-
sumed in Canada, aud what quantities and kinds are exported to foreizu countries, and to
what countries ?

31. State the prices of the different kinds and qualities of fish ut or near the fishing
grounds, when prepared for exportation, and when delivered in the market respectively ?

52, Are the local officers 1n charge of the flsheries well instructed in their duties,
and are they acquainted with the Fishery Laws and with the habits of fish 7

33.  Should these officers be appointed by the Municipal authorities or by the ftxov-
ernment, and should they or should they not be paid more libcral salaries than at present,
with a view to induce o more uctive interest in their duties ?

34, Would not the appointment of persons not resident in the fishing districts, and
not personally interested in the fisheries of which they arc to take supervision, be produe-
tive of good results ?

Questions Relative to Naviyuation.

3. State your place of residence, your profession, or occupation, and whether you are
practically acquainted with the interests and requirements of navigation ?

36.  What is the nature and extent of the pavigation carricd on to and irom the
Ports in your County, and what kinds of vesscls are cmployed ?

37. Are your coasts or river channels dangerous, and if so what kinds of danger exist
and what means are in use to indicate their presence 7 State where Light Houses, Gubs,
Fog Bells or Whistles are placed, and where, in your vpinion others are required.

38. State the number, names, and character of the Harbours in your County, dis-
tinguishing between Ports and, Harbours of Refuge, and state any suggestions with regard
to the best manner of improving them.

39. What is thc number and tonnage of ships owned in the County, in what trade
engaged, and how manned ?

40. How arc the Masters and other officers instructed, and are there any regulations
for the instruction of young mariners on shipboard ?

41. State the number of certified Shipmasters, and also the number of Pilots, with
the pilotage grounds ot each, and the rates of pilotage.

42, Avre the Pilots instructed in the art of navigation, and is a knowledge of the art
Decessary to them.

43. How should instruction to Shipmasters, Pilots and Mariners be given: by
Schools ?  If so, of what kind, and where should they be established ? Would not a more
extended and gencral knowledge of Navigation be an effective means to promote and en-
courage shipowning ?

44, What class of vessels or ships are built in your County, with the tonnage yearly ;
and of these, what portion is sold abrcad, and what part owned in the County ?

45. At what cost can 5, G or 7 year ships be built and fitted for sea, exclusive of
disbursements for the voyage 7 By whom are your vesscls classed, and what are the charges
of classification, including the cost of survey when in coursc of construction ?

46. Would it be desirable to have the Canals of the Dominion widened and deepen-
ed, where 1t would save the breaking of bulk ?

Answers to these questions were received from the following persons, viaf :



ONTARIO.
J. Cartwood, Fishery Overseer, Southamptor.
J. G. Hicks, « " Port Milford, South Bay, Prince Edward.
Peter Kiel, « “  Wolf Island, Froatenac.
1. Crowley, Fisherman, w“ «
Philander Myers, ¢ Farrowsmitl, “
Benj. lteaume, ¢ Sandwich West, Hssex.

Geo. MeDonald, « Belleville.
Johu W. Kerr, Fishery Overseer, Hamilton.
James Chalmers, Farmer, Adolphustown, Lennox and Addington.
C. W. Lamirandiére, Trader, Algoma.
R. Patterson, Marine Inspector, Kingston.
p. Thompson, M. P., Haldimand.
R. Bell, Inspector of Canals, Carleton Place, Lanark.
A. A. Davis, Reeve of Sencea Tp., York, Haldimand.
1. H. Hayeock, Collector of Customs, Paris,
< 114

James King, : Kingsville.

Fred. lfarncomb, ¢ «  Newcastle.

Chas. Fraser, « “«  Wallaceburg.

E. A. Dunham, « “ Port Burwell.
W. H. Van Ingen, « «  Woodstock.

W. Simgson, “« “  Penetanguishene.
J. W, Taylor, « «  Niagara.

T. C. Scott, « «  Toronto.

M. F. Whitehead, ¢ “  Port Hope.

5. Anderson, « ¢« Ambherstburg,

G. Coventry, C. H. Broker, Hamilton.
0. Gaskin, Shipmaster and owner, Kingston.
L. Middleton, ¢ “
John F. Elliott, Col. of Customs, Windsor.
John Ferrier, jr., Farmer and Fisherman, Dummer, Peterboro’.
L. i'airbanks, Whitby.
C. Ii. Anderson.
QUEBEC.

(+. Dumaresy, Merchaut, Gaspé Basin.

P. linright, Fisherman, Gaspé Bay. (Eodorsed by Jas. Dumas, John Dumas, Aubin
Koright, Aubin Tapp, Thomas Tapp, George Prevel, Johu Buckley,and Edmund
D. Enright of that place). °

I5. De la Perelle, Merchant, Cape Cove, Gaspé.

S. Baudin, I'isherman, Grand River. Gaspé,

J. Stors, Merchant, Gaspé.

RR. Price, Fisherman and Farmer, Little Gaspé.

1. Vigneau, “  and Nailor, Amherst, Mag. Isds.

Dominique Chrasson, Fisherman and Sailor, Magdalen Islands.

Richard Maloin, Ause-a-Grisfonds, Gaspé.

X. Bailey, Baie St. I’aul, Chaleurs,

Alex. Cormier, Trader and Farmer, Amherst, M. I.

Boart. Bertrand, Farmer, St. Julien, Montcalm.

David Nutt, Postmaster and Farmer, Bedford, Missisquoi.

Gregoire Grenier, Mun. Councillor, Newport, Gaspé.

Charles C. Fox, Collector of Customs, Gaspé Basin.

J. 1lenderson, “ ¢« Philipsburg, Missisquoi.

F. J. Parker, u “  Freligsburg, ¢

Walter Gibb, Master Barque “ John Bunyan,” Qucbee.

G. Pourier, Master Schr. “ Marcelline,” New Carlisle.

P. McGronagle, Master Ship « Mohongo,” Quebec.

M. Doyle, Master Ship “ Golden Age,” Liverpool.



Alex. Clarle, Master Ship “ Sunbeam,” Quebec.

Peter Morgan, Master Ship « Henry Cook,” Liverpool.

David L. Leslie, Master Ship ¢ Agamemnon,” Liverpool.

J. Jamison, Master Barque ¢ Medina,” Newcastle.

C. Cole, Master Ship ¢ Gloriana,” Neweastle.

John Cook, Master Ship ¢ Charles Ward,” Newecastle.

Jas. Harris, Master Barque ¢ John Bull,” London,

F. Le Gressley, Master Brig ¢ Richard,” Jersey.

Johao Richards, Nav. Lieutenant, H. M. S. “ Constance.”

P. Sutherland, Master Barque ¢ Margaret,” Liverpool.

John Pallot, Master Schr. “ Why Not,” Jersey.

W. Wright, Master Ship ¢ Margaret,” Liverpool.

Johu Francis La Forger, Master Brig ¢ Chance,” Jersey.

N. Wheaton, Master Brig ¢ Psyche,” Brixham, England.

J. R. Lobb, Master Barque “ George Arkle,” Fowey, England.
Richard Delancy, Master ¢ Two Brothers,” )

. Arseneau, Master ¢ Mary,”

N. Arsencau, Master ¢ Amclia,”

F. Verriaux, Master “ Greenock,”
D. Verriaux, Master ¢ Temperance,”
L. Jonphre, Master ¢ Archangel,”
J. Bourgue, Master “ Flirt,” (
W: Verriaux, Master ¢ Annie,”

P. Turby, Master “Jenny Lind,”
Abel Arscneaun, Master ¢« Mary Aon,”
D. Richard, Master “ Dolphin,”

M. Richard, Master “ Onesimé.” )

J. W.I. Fox, Collector of Customs and Registrar of Shipping, Magdalen slandr.
E. M. Bourque, J. I’., Merchant, Grindstone Island, Etang du Nord, Y}

- These make a joint reply.

John Fontana, J. P. Inspector of Fish and Oil, Amherst, M. I, )
J. D. Tuzo, Deputy Sheriff, Amherst, M. I., LJoint replies.
Edward Borne, Clerk of the Court, Amberst, M. I., |

Damase V. Bourque, Secy. Treas. Mun. Council of M. Isds. J

A. Riverin, Fisherman, Malbaie, Charlevoix.

Philias Sirois, Merchant, N. Dame de Bonsecours, L’'Islct.
Joseph Eden, Harbour Master, Gaspé Basin.

J. B. F. Painchaud, Trader and Notary, and Mayor of M. Islands, Amherst.
Achille Soncy, Architect, Percy.

George V. Piper, Master of  Royal Adelaide,” Fowey, England.
Philip Le Boutilier, Master of ¢ I'egri,” Jersey.

John Le Gressly, Master of ¢ Cornucopia,” Jerscy.

Philip Joste, Master of ¢ Alice Jane, Jcrsey.

Abraham Vautier, Master Schooner ¢ Clara,” Gaspé Basin.
Edward Fluelin, Master Brigt., ¢ Lady Maxwell,” Gasp¢.

Peter Whalen, Fisherman, Cape Rosicr, Gaspé.

Ralph W. H. Dimock, Farmer, Maria, Bonaventure.

J. Mowat, Fishery Oversecr, Metapedia, Bonaventure.

Alfred Vallee, Julian Boudrcau,

Placide Doyle, Nathael Bondreau, |

P. Le Marquand, ITyppolyte Bondreau, ¥ Xsquimaux Point, Saguenay.
Amedee Vigueau, Iitienne Landry, { These make a joint reply.
Vital Vigneau, rabriel Cormier, |

Frank Cummings, Samucl Doyle. J

Michacl Lesperance, Fishcrman, Grand Jtang, (aspé.

Robert Mactie, Farmer and Fisherman, Aird, Missisquoi.

P. G. Labbé, Shipbuilder, Quebec.

T. H. Grant, Merchant, Underwriter and Secy., Board of Trade, Quebec.
Cyprian Langlois, Pilot, Quebee.



Board of Trade, Montreal.

T. W. Tyrrell, Shlpmaster, Quebec

Zipher Ouéllet, “«

Zipher Charron, « ¢

Jos. Julien, Shipbuilder «“

Council of Board of Trade, «

A. M. Rudolf, Harbor Master, Montreal.

(Mr. Rudoljsanswers relate to Nova Scotia and are placed with those received
JSfrom that Province.)

P. E. Cotté, Superintendent of Pilots, Quebec.

NEw BRUNSWICK.

Hon. J. Ferguson, Senator, Bathurst.
Enoch Matthews, Fisherman, L’Etete, Charlotte Co.
Hugh Harrison, Fishery Warden, Woodstock.
('reorr*e Stickney ¢ «“ Brighton.

- A. Heney, J. P. Flsherman, Deer Island Chdrlotte
J & S. Leonsxd,
H. Edgett, Alma, A.C.
D.W. Stewart Collector of Customs, Dalhousie.

Jas. Robertson Moncton.
John chkman “ Dorchester,
Ch. Cormier, Farmer and Fisherman, Cocaf*ne,
Amand Bourgeois “

Rufus Cole, Collector of Customs, North Joggins.

W. B. McLaughlin, Fishery Officer and Light House Kecper, Grand Manan, Char-
lotte Co.

Adam Ferguson, Merchant, Addington, Restigouche.

E. 8. Wetmore, Farmer, Bloomfield, King's Co.

Narcisse Porlier, Pierre Godin, )
Sylvain Cormier, Jean B. Dugas,

dJ. L. Legere, Nareisse Theriau,

Luc Theriau, FKucariste Theriau,

Odilon Theriau, Luc Pinct,

Elie Dugas, Aimée Dugas,

Tsaic Dugas, Hippolite Dugas,

Jean B. Theriault, | Jean L. Laudry, g
Fréderic Dugas, Anthime Pinet, D
Jermain Dugas, Isaie Boudreau, )
Hubert Poirier, Dosite Theriau, £
Macaire Godio, Joseph Theriau, o
Regis Landry, Placide Godin, 7,
Fabien Godin, Augustin Theriau, &
Mare Godin, Ansias Gauvin, B
Fazare Landry, Michel Dugas, 'E_; a
Iiugene Cormier, Charles Cormier, 33
Fidele (odin, Charles Landry, E‘h
Louis Haché, Fabien Dugas, =
Louis Pinet, Houoré Dugas, <3
Augustin Theriau, Charles Theriau, o
Placide Theriau, Lue Boundreau, g
Arrine Godin, Amos Theriau, &
1. D. Assize Cormicr, Romaine Légére, =
Joseph Bondreau, Jean Ls. Godin,

Jean L. Bondreau, Hounoré Theriau,

Lazare M. lLandry, Néreré Godin,

Pascal Landry, Sylvain (Jomuel

Augustine Dugas, William bondlcau, J

John R. Snell, Lwht house keeper, Campo Bello.



Nova ScoTia.

James A. Tory, Fisherman, Guysborough.

J. Challouer,
Jas. Hemlou
Wmn, Pride,

“ Aspy Bay, Syduey.
¢ Liscomb, Guysborough.
‘“ St. Marys River.

Douald McQuarm Farmer, Middle River, Victoria.
Angus McDonald, Col. of Customs, Port Richmond.

Jobn Harley, “
L. D. Tremain, “
B. H. Ruggles, “
8. Donavan, “
B. Riets, “
J. V. Stewart, s
. Perry, “
E. Dewolf. “
Abraham Lent, “«
Isaiah Thurber, “
Edwd. Corbet, «

T. E. Amberley, “
Malcolm Macdonald,

G. F. Ditmars, “
Jas. Ross, “
T. F. Hatfield, “
Nicol Nicolson, «
Daniel Sargent, “
C. H. Rigby, “«
James Mine, ¢
Wm. Campbell, “

Robt. Farnsworth. “
John McNeill, “
Alex. Bell, Ship Master,
J. Rudolph, ¢

La Have.
Port Hood.
Westport.
Arichat.
Digby.
Bellevue Cove.
Beaver River.
Horton.
Tusket.
Freeport.
Harbor-au-Bouche.
Yarmouth.
Port Hawkesbury.
Clementsport.
Port Margaree.
Ratchford River.
‘Wallace.
Barrington.
Glace Bay, C. B.
Shelburne.
Tatamagouche.
French Cross.
Kelly’s Cove.
La Iave.
Lugenburg.

Sterns Jones, Col. of Customs, Weymouth.

Benj. Smith, Inspector of Fisheries, Barrister, &c., Cornwallis.
S. T. N. Sellon, Fishery Officer. Liverpool.

J. Ratchford, Col. of Customs Parrsboro.

Chas. D. Cook, Shipmaster and Pilot, Pictou.

John E. Starr, Fisherman and Farmer, Corawallis.

L. Kavanagh, €ol. of Customs, Louisburg.

Wm. Kidston, Jr. Col. of Customs, Baddeck.

Irish, Kidston & Co. Merchants, .

W. Ross Merchant & Supply Fisherman, St. Anu s, V lctona.
John McAulay, Col. of Customs,

A. Gordon, Sup. Commissioners "of Streets, Plctou.

Wm. H. Wylde, Merchant, Port Mulgrave, Guysborough.

A. M. Rudolf, (See Quebec List.)

SYNOPSIS OF REPLIES.

Question 1.—State your place of residence and your profession or occupation, and
whether you have any practical knowledge in regard to the fisheries and upon what fishin:r
grounds g
Answers of—

Dumaresy.—Have been in the Cod fishery for upwards of twenty-three years

Enright and others—Am thoroughly acquainted with every thing connected with the



Cod Fisheries, having a practical knowledge of catching, splitting, saltiog and drying for
any market, home or foreign, having been engaged therein for forty years successively.

La Perrelle—My experience in trade on this coast is of thirty-three years stand%ng,
during which period 1 have occupied several fishing stations on this ghore,.New.Brunswmk,
and the north shore of the St. Lawrence. The fishing grounds in this neighborhood
extend from the shore to Bank Miscou, a distance of about eight leagues ; Orphan Bank is
also in the vicinity at the distance of about eight leagues from land.

Baudin.—1 have a practical knowledge of the fisheries, Cod and Salmon fishery
especially.

Stors—Have resided in Gaspé thirteen years, and have been connected with the
fisheries during that time. .

Rice.—Follow fishing and farming ; our fishing groundsare in the Bay and the Gulf. )

Vigneau.—Have a practical knowledge of the fisheries, having been engaged therein
from the age of eight years till the present time; am nearly sixty. All these years have
been engaged in the Cod fishery, and for forty years in Seal hunting. )

Chrasson.—Am 44 years old and have constantly fished and followed the sea since I
was ten years old.

Maloin.—Am not in a position to answer fishery questions fully.

A. Cormier.—Have had experience in navigation and fishing since my youth, partic-
larly Seal fishing.

Grenier—Am well acquainted with the Cod fishery; have engaged in it myself,
and now have others employed in it.

C. C. Foz.—Have beeu four years on the Magdalen Islands and seven years on the
coast, during which time I have met great numbers of French, United States, and B. N.
American fishermen and have elicited from them their opinions on matters relating to the
fisheries, and the facts on which they were based.

Lourier.—Mariner, twenty years ; Bay Chaleur.

Delany and others.—We are almost exclusively engaged in fishing, and more partic-
ularly for Seal, Herring, Cod, and Mackerel.

J. W. 1. Fox.—Have a practical knowledge of the fisheries around the Magdalen Is-
lands, and Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Riverin.—My occupation is fishing. My vessel is 2 Schooner in whicb I set to work
in the months of March and April, 1st at the Herring fishery, next at the Cod, and suc-
cessively, the Salmon, the Trout, the Herring again, the Porpoise, and the Mackerel.

Sirois.—DMy practical knowledge of the fisheries has been acquired within the past
ten years.

Poinchaud.—Have had a knowledge of the fisheries since 1850, including that of all
kinds of fish taken around the Islands, such as Cod, Mackerel, Herring, Seals, &c.

Dimock.—Have a little knowledge of fisheries in this County.

Vallee and others—We are all residents of Esquimaux Point, County of Saguenay,
and possess a practical knowledge of the fisheries. 'The experience of many amongst us
extends to a period ol over forty years.

Lesperance.~1 am a trader and own twenty-two fishing boats. T export my Cod to the
markets of Italy, Civita Vecehia, Naples, Ancona and Spain,

Hon. J. I_*’crm{son.-—l'llave not much practical knowledge in regard to the Fisheries,
lgut have acquired information from authentic sources. IIave prepared replies with utmost

arc.

Matthews.—1 have fished in boats and vessels all over the Bay of Fundy for the last
forty years.
otto Jlécn]v:y.—-—Have a good knowledge of the Iisheries in and around the County of Cbar-

J. & S. Leonard —Practical knowledge of fishine fo . ;

Fundy, Newfoundland and Labrador. § for twenty-five years, in the Bay of

Lidyctt—Have been at sea twenty years, when youog.

D. W. Stewart—But slight practical knowledge. "

Robertson—No practical knowledge.

Hickman.~—No knowledge except trom observation.
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Sl fh. Cormder & Bourgeois—Have followed fishing in all its branches, except that of
almon.

E. Cole.—Have some knowledge.

A. Ferguson.—Have been engaged among other matters, in the Salmon fishing busi-
ness, in taking, salt-curing and exporting to Provincial and Foreign Markets for many
years.

Wetmore.—Kunowledge very limited.

Snell.—Have a practical knowledge of fisheries in Bays of Passamaquoddy and Fundy.

Tory.—Have a practical knowledge of fisheries on the shores of Guysboro’ County.

ghalllmwr.g’l‘wenty years fishing business.

emlon.—Have some practical knowledge. The fishing ground in an joini
Harbor of Ligcomb, GuysboI;o’. g B8 n and adjoining the

Pride.—Some knowledge of fisheries in Guyshoro’, and Gulf of St. Lawrence.

A. Macdonald.—Yes, in this district.

Tremain.—Yes, Inverness.

Ruggles.—No practical knowledge.

Donovan.—No practical knowledge, but have taken pains to enquire.

Dewolf.—But little practical knowledge.

Thurber.—Practical knowledge in Bay of Fundy and St. Mary’s Bay.

Corbet.—Not much practical knowledge. Anuswer for Clements Township.

M. Macdonald.—Have been in fishing trade for sixteen years along N. 8. coast.

Ditmars.—No practical knowledge.

J. Ross.—Was formerly engaged in the fisheries.

Sargent.—Have some knowledge respecting curing fish.

Mine.—Have some knowledge of the fisheries off the coast of N. 8. between Capes
Sable and Canso.

Camplell—Merely local.

Farnsworth.—Some knowledge—Bay of Fondy.

McNeill —Limited knowledge.

Bell.—Yes. Followed fishing 50 years ; Labrador aud other places.

Sellon.—Am Pishery Officer for the County of Queen’s.

Ratchford.—Have no practical knowledge.

Starr.—Have some practical knowledge of Sea Fisheries.

Kavanagh.—Yes ; on grounds in vieinity of this port.

Irish, Kidston & Co.—Ten years’ experience ou shores of Nova Scotia, Gulf of St.
Lawrence and Labrador.

W. Ross.—I deal in fish and supply fishermen.

McAuday.—Followed fishing for twenty years, and have a practical knowledge of
fishing grounds from St. Ann’s to Cape North.

Gordon.—Ia my native land served an apprenticeship as fishery cooper in the fishing
town of Buckie, Banflshire, Scotland, and at an early period of life was employed in the
cure of pickled and dried fish, smoked Haddock, &c. Was twenty years a master cooper
in Nova Scotia, putting up fish for distant markets, and was Chief Tnspector for the port
and County of Pictou from 1833 to 1838, when the office was abolished.

Wylde.—MHave a practical knowledge of the fishery on the coast of Nova Sootia,
Gulf of St. Lawrence and Bay de Chaleur.

A. M. Rudolf.—Yes, along the coast of Nova Scotia.

Question 2.—Are there any sea fisheries adjoining the County of —————7

Answers of—

Dumaresy, Enright and others.—There are sea fisheries adjoining the county of Gaspé.

La Perrelle—The County of Bonaventure adjoins this to the westward, on the east-
ern part of which the Cod fishery is prosecuted, but it is mot as good as the County of
Gaspé for Cod, though better for Herring aad Mackerel, these two species of fish never
being very abundant in this part of the County.

“Baudin.—There are maritirzs fisheries in the adjoining Counties,

Price.—Yes.

2
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A. Cormier—Yes. Our people are almost exclusively fishermen.

G renter.—County Gaspé ; yes.

Pourier—DBonaventure ; yes.

Deluny and others.—Magdalen Islands ; yes. R

J. W. 1. Fox.—Yos; there are sea fisheries in the Gulf, an_d‘sho?e» fisheries on the
Magdalen Islands, which form a part of the Electoral Dlstr%ct_ of Gaspc‘, which are of such
vital importance to the fisheries and navigation of the Dominion that, in my replies, they
will be spoken of as a district ot themselves. ) .

LDourque and others.~~They are all sea fisheries adjoining ‘thc Magdalen Islands.

#werin—Tn the spring time there is no fishery at Point Ksquimaux, save for Seal.

Nirois.—The only fisheries carried on in the neighborhood of L’Islet arc those for
Itels, and brush fences for Herrings, occasionally for Salmon, but these in small quantity.

Lden.—There are several banks off the coast where Codfish arc taken.

Puainchaud.—We are in the midst of all the maritime fisheries of the County Gaspé
and the Gulf.

Whalen.—None.

Dimaclk.—There are in the adjoining County of Gaspé. .

Hon. J. Ferguson.—Gloucester being on the sea-board, the fisheries of Bay Chaleur
and Gulf of St. Lawrence, between Belledune River on the Bay, and Tracadie South
Gully on the Gulf, are contiguous.

Heney.—There are extensive sea fisheries adjoining the Courty of Charlotte.

Edgett.—The sea fishery adjoining Albert County is confined to Nhad and Salmon.

D. W. Stewart.~-The Bay Chaleur abounds with fish of various descriptinns in their
geasons.

L2oberison.—There are fishing grounds in this County (Westmoreland) and in the
adjoining Counties of Cumberland and Albert. .

Ch. Cormicr and Bourgeois.—There ale fisherics carried on in the parts adjacent
to the county of Kent, including Northumberland Strait.

R. Cole—There is no sea fishery.

Me Lavghlin and Snell.—zea fisheries adjoin nearly the whole coast of Charlotte.

Tory—Yes ; adjoining Guysborough.

Challoner, Hemlon, and Pride.—The whole coast of Guysborough.

. Macdonald.—The County of Richmond has a seaboard of sixty miles extent with
fisheries throughout its entire length, ’

Tremain—~Yes ; Inverness.

Eviyyles—The County of Digby is bounded on the west and north by the Bay
Fundy, which affords various descriptions of fish in abundance.

LDonovan.—Sea fisheries surround Richmond County.

J. V. Stewart.—Yes ; not very cxtensive,

Thurber.~—~There are adjoining Digby.

Corbert.—Yes ; Inverncss.

M. Macdonald.—These arc adjoining Richmond and Inverness.

Ditmars~—Sea fisheries adjoin Annapolis.

-J. Boss.—Sea fisheries adjoin Inverness.

HHatficld. —There are adjoining Port Greville.

Nicolson.—'There are various sorts of fish caught in and about this place and County.

Sargent.—There are the fishing grounds extending along the coast near the shore,
also the deep sea, or fishing bauks,

AMine.—There are adjoining Shelburne.

('4(7111»/)('//.—CO]cheStBl‘, yes.

Furnsworth.—King's County, there arc.

BMeNeill.—~-Victoria, yes.

Sellon.—Queen’s County, yes.

Eatchford.—~No fisheries cxeept near the shore at Parrsboro.’ "

Starr.—The Shad and Herring are the principal fisheries of the Couuty ; the Shad
are of a superior quality. Think their annual value to be at least $10,000.

Kavanagh.—Cape Breton, yes.

Irish, Kidston & Co.—About the hest fishing grounds around tha Island of Cape
Breton, are off the coast of this County, cither shore or deep sea fishing,
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) W. Ross.—The whole coast of Victoria from Point Aconi to Bay St. Lawrence, a
distance of about 100 miles, is one continuous fishing ground. i .
Me Aulay.—The whole of this coast is one continuous fishing ground.
Gordon.—Pictou, yes.
Wylde—~Yes ; Cape Breton in the cast, Halifax in the west, Antigonish in the north.
A. 3i. Rudolf—The whole coast ot Nova Scotia.

Question 3.~~What is their extent and value, and what kinds, qualities and quantitics
of fish are there taken ?

Answers of —

Dumaresy.—The extent is considerable, the value varies, but taking from the year
1865 to 1867 the value of the Gaspé County Sea Fisheries was fully $500,7:6.00 for one
year. The kinds of fish taken are chiefly Codfish, Haddock, Ling, Ilalibut, Salmon,
Mackerel, Herring, Smelts, Flounders, Eels, Gaspereaux, Sardincs, Tunny, (few), Brill,
Caplin, Stickleback, Whale, White Porpoise, Brown or Dark Porpoise, Seal, Horse
Mackerel, Sturgeon (few). The Codfishis of very fine quality, larze to medium size, very
few weighing under one pound when dried, and many weighing over fourteen pounds.
The Mackerel is of superior quality, many of over 17 inches in length are caught during
the months of August and September, and worth the price of No. 1 in any market. The
other kinds are of a usual quality. There are four kinds of Whales, the Blaek, the Hump-
back, the Sulphur and the Finner. The Black Whale is supposed to give the best oil and
a superior quality of boue, the Sulphur the largest quaatity of oil. Ag to quantity of fish
taken, T shall only state that of Codfish, taking the average of six years, (for year) 128,637
quintals.

Enright and others —The extent of these fisheries is very considerable, as they ruu
to the south-west toward the Bay Chaleur over 100 miles along the coast; towards the south
on the opposite side Miscou Bank Point Miscou, partly across the Gulf St. Lawrence
to the Magdalen Islands and Prince Edward Island, which in a direet line from this place
is over 150 miles, but in ecircumference a great deal more ; towards the west and north up
the river to a distance of 120 to 140 miles ; towards the north-cast across the Gulf stream
to the Island of Anticosti about 60 miles, and thence to the north shore continued along
that coast to Labrador, and through the straits of Belleisle to Newfoundland. Within that
scope we kill Whales; we catch Codfish, Halibut, Ling, Haddock, Mackerel, Herring,
Salmon, Shad, Trout, Eel and Caplin. Smelt and Squid are caught at certain periods
through the fishing scason, and used as bait to catch Cod. There are also in some localities,
considerable quantities of Qysters taken, and in other parts Seals are killed on the icc, or
caught in nets. All these species of fish are of the very best quality; as to value and
quantity I would refer the Committee to P. Fortin, Esq., M. P. for this County.

La Perrelle—The fishing grounds in this neighborhood extend from the shore to
Bank Miscou, a distance of about 8 leagues ; Orphan Bank is also iz the vicinity at a dis-

" tance of about 8 leagues from land.

Price.—The kinds of fish taken are Cod, Herriug and a few Mackerel and Salmor.

Vigneau.—Herring, Cod, Mackerel, Seal, &ec., are taken here.

Chrasson.—The fish caught here are Mackerel, and in the spring lean Herring, the
latter in very large quantities ; Mackerel is lean in the spring, fuller in summer, and fat in
the fall.

A. Cormier.—Their value is considerabls, but the Americans reap most benefit from
them. Herring abound in May; Mackerel spawn in June in considerable numbers im
spite of the vast number of nets obstructing the entrance of the Bay. Cod remain off the
Islands all summer ; the summer Mackerel from 1st July until the storms drive them out
to sea. The Amcricans take from 500 to 1500 bbls. of this fish to each vessel of 50 to
100 tons, with their jig lines which they handle with great skill ; they attract the fish by
means of bait thrown in for the purpose. :

Grenter.—The fish taken are Cod, Mackerel, Salmon and Herring, all of good quality?

Pourier.—Codfish, Mackerel, Herring.

Delany and others.—Cod, Mackercl, Salmon, &e. :

J. W.'1. Fox.—The fisheries extending over the Gulf of St. Lawrence and shores ot



12

the Magdalen Islands may be divided into two branches, viz : the deep sea fisheries, for
Seal, Codfish and Mackerel, and the net and seine fisheries on the shores of the Magdalen
Islands for Herring and Mackerel, the former are those frequented by the British, French,
and American fishermen, who take annually immense quantities of Codfish and Mackerel,
by either anchoring their vessels on the banksand shoal grounds, or drifting with wind
and tide.

The value of this fishery it is almost impossible to state with accuracy, not knowing
the number of vessels engaged each year, but I have seen as many as 300 sail of American
with 8 or 10 French, besides British vessels all fishing within sight of the Magdalen
Islands, and at the same time. .

The Seal fishery is chiefly pursued by the Magdalen Islanders, and commences in
March from the shore and upon the drifting ice. After this the vessels are fitted out, and
start for the Gulf. The number of vessels engaged belonging to the Magdalen Islands
last season was 18; Tonnage, 764 ; men, 176. Their success is very uncertain, the busi-
ness is attended to with great risk and chiefly depends upon the winds and position of
the ice.

The seine and net fishing is conducted from the shores of the Magdalen Islands,
chiefly in Pleasant Bay, where I have seen or known 50 seines and 3,000 nets to be used
in one season, employing a great number of Magdalen Island, Nova Scotian and American
fishermen. The seining of Herring begins as soon as the ice leaves the shores in the
spring, and there have becn as many as 200 sail of vessels engaged here in this fishery
during the month of May. In the year 1859 there were over 200 sail, and of this number
67 were American whose tonnage amounted to 4,671 tons. The quantity of Herrings ex-
ported to places without the Province during the year was 101,380 bbls.,, of which quar
tity, 28,732 bbls. went to the United States direct, the value here being $84,000.

The netting of Mackerel commences in the month of June and usually continues for
about 2 weeks ; this is chiefly carried on by Nova Scotians. From 20 to 25 vessels are
usually engaged, having from 2 to 4 boats each. The quantity of fish taken each summer
varies, but averages about 1,500 bbls. The Trout, Cod, and Mackerel fishery with hook
and line follows the netting and continues late in the autumn, or until the ice makes and
it becomes too stormy to put to sea.

The total value of fish and oil exported from these Islands during the year 1859 was
$265,343, not accounting those consumed in the Province which were of a value of at
least $8,000 more, and were as follows: Dry Cod, 12,429 cwt. ; pickled fish, 101,380
bbls. ; oil 27,971 gallons.

'The present year, 1868, it is as follows: Herring, 27,372 bbls. ; Mackerel, 2,106 bbls. ;
Dry Cod, 10,000 cwt. ; Pickled Cod, 1,100 Bbls. ; oil, 11,110 gals. ; value here, $102,609.
The season of this year is not an average one.

Bourque and others.—$30,000.—Seal, Herring, Mackerel, Cod, Halibut, Lobsters,
&o. rather inferior ; Seals, 2,000 bbls., Herring, 30,000 bbls., Mackerel, 2,500 bbls.,
Cod, 12,000 qtls., Halibut, 100 bbls., Lobsters, 50 bbls.

Sirois.~—The standing hurdles and brushes used for Eels may be worth $600. The
quantity of fish taken usually is worth $6,000, besides Smelts, Whitefish and other small
fry.

Eden.—There is a large extent of fishing grounds on the banks referred to.

Painchaud.—The extent is immense and comprises the whole Gulf; its values is in-
calculable. Cod, Herring, Mackerel and Seals are taken in fabulous quantities, and would
appear 8o if 2 reckoning of the quantities was kept. The fish are badly prepared, espe-
cially the dried Cod and the Mackerel; this is because the fishermen do not know how to do
better.

Whalen.—Codfish, Herring and Mackerel.

Dimock.—Cannot give a correct statement of the value of the fish taken in Gaspé.
The kinds arc Whales; Cod, Mackerel and Herring, but chiefly Cod in this County.
There are taken and cured for market yearly 7,900 qgtls. of Cod, 300 gtls. of Haddock, 200
bbls. of Mackerel, 5,000 bbls. of Herring, 165 bbls. of Salmon and 50 bbls: of Trout.
There are also taken and used as manure 3,000 bbls. of Herring and 4,000 bbls, of Cap-
lin and Smelt, annually.

Vallee and others.—The Seal fishery which we carry on in the Gulf from the middle
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ofMarch till 1st May, then the Codfishery on the Labrador coasts from 1st June till the
end of August, and lastly the Herring fishery on the Labrador coast from the beginning of
September till the beginuing of October, when we take our Herring to Quebee.

Hou. J. Ferguson.—Their extent is one hundred and twenty miles, and their value, great,
producing unlimited quantities of excellent Cod, Salmon, Mackerel, Halibut, Herring,
Alewives, &e. &e.

Matthews.—They extend along the seaboard from St. Andrews to St. John a distance
of about sixty miles, and will compare in poiat of value with any fishing grounds of the
same extent in any of the Provinces. The different kinds of fish caught by lines are Cod,
Mackerel, Pollock, Hake, and Haddock ; Herring are taken in great quantities in nets and
weirs. I judge that about 100,000 quintals of the different sorts of fish are caught by line
and tli]at 1.000,000 boxes of smoked fish and 30,000 barrels pickled Herring are put up
anpually.

Heney.—The value of the different kinds of fish taken annually, is on an average,
about $45,000. The kinds of fish taken are Cod, Hake, Pollock Haddock and Herring.
The quantity of different kinds fish taken yearly in open boats is—

Pollock, 3,00 quintals.
Cod, 200 “
Hake, 1,000 «
Haddock, 1,000 or more barrels.
Pickled Cod, 300 “

¢« Herring 200 “
Herring fresh 500 bbla.

Fish caught in vessels last year:—

Pollock, (about) 3,000 quintals.

Cod, « 3000 "«

Hake, “« 2030 <«

Herring pickled, 400 barrels.
“ sold fresh 2,000 «

In addition to the above there have been Herring taken in nets and weirs and smoked,
about 2500 bbls, making about 26,000 boxzes,

J. & 8. Leonard.—The extent is large. Cod, Pollock, Haddock, Hake, Ilalibut, Mac-
kerel and Herring, the latter in abundance.

Edgett.—Extent and value buttrifling. Shad, of inferior quality are taken in weirs for
home cousmmption, none to export. There are excellent Shad taken at the head of the
Bay of Fundy, in Westmorland and Cumberland Counties, mostly for home use.

D. W. Stewart.—~The extent is vast, and the value not yet appreciated. Takingthekinds
in rotation according to their season, I begin with Smelt, Spring Herring, Caplin, Salmon,
Lobsters, Sea Trout, Cod, Haddoek, Hake, Mackerel, summer and fall Herrings, with a
good variety of other fish, not ususlly cured or considered valuable. The last three or
four years shoals of White Porpoise have also visited these waters, but few have been
captured for want of knowledge of the method of doing so.

Robertson.——Extent of fishing grounds commonly fished on is from ten to twenty
miles. Cannot say as to value, but consider them very valuable. Kinds of fish taken are
Shad, Codfish, Haddock and Pollock, which are plenty early in the season ; quality good.
Quantity of Shad, about 2,000 barrels a year.

Hickman,~—Ten Lo twenty miles; consider them very valuable. Shad, Codfish, Salmon
and Herring ; quality good. Quantity of Shad taken about 2,000 Bbls.

Ch. Cormier & Bourgeois—Some of great value. We take Salmon, Cod, Mackerel,
Gaspereaux, Herring, spring and fall Trout, Eel, Barr, &c. Impossible to state quantity
but it is very great.

Snell.—Their extent is 25 miles east and west, and 50 miles north and south. The
different kinds are Cod, Pollock, Haddock, Hake, Cusk, Herring, Mackerel and Alewives,
all of good quality and some seasons in large quantities, especially Herring.

Tory.—The County is bonnded on the east by the Strait of Canso, and south by the
Atlantic ocean. ‘The whole coast, including the bays, harbors and rivers, is fishing ground.
Value great ; cannot atate tho amount. Salmon Trout, Alewives, Shad, Codfish, Haddoek,
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Halibut, Pollock, Mackerel, Herring, Perch, Smelt, Eels, Blackfish, Dogfish, and Hake.
Quality is good in proper seasons. Quantity cannot be given without more research.

Challorer.—Invaluable. All kinds indigenous to this latitude. Best qualitics. About
2,000 qtls. Codfish, 500 bbls. Mackerel, 150 bbls. No. 1 Herring. .

Hemlon.—Extend the length of the County, which is about 90 miles. There are
Cod, Haddock, Hake, Pollock, Halibut, Herring, Mackerel, all of good quality, but vary
much in (uantity. .

Prid-—Their extent is about 90 miles in length by about three leagues in breadth.
There are a great many kinds of fish, v'z.: Cod, Haddock, Pollock, Halibut, Mackerel
and Herring. The two latter kinds are net fish, the others are taken by hand lines and
troll lines.  All bf good quality, but vary in quantity. .

A. JMacdonald.—The value of the fish taken in this district this summer will be about
$36,500. The extent of the district is about twenty miles. 6,00¢ bbls., between Mack-
erel, Herring and Alewives—mostly Herring—and 3,000 qtls. Codfish hzave been taken
already (1868) this scason. .

Tremain.—Very extensive. $500,000 to £300,000 annually. Herrings, Mackerel,
Codfish, Haddock, Hake, Halibut, Seals and Blackfish.

Ruggles.—Value $60,000 of dried and pickled—the former Cod, Pollock, Haddock,
Hake, Halibut—the latter Shad, Mackerel, Herring, and a few Salmon. There are various
other kinds not considered marketable. .

Donvvan.—The seaboard of the county of Richmond is one of the best fishing
grounds in the Province of Nova Scotia. A very larze amount of fish is taken ; cannot
tell the value, as there is no way of ascertaining. Large numbers of vessels from different
parts of Nova Scotia buy and catch their cargoes on the fishing grounds, and then go
home direct. The fish caught are Salmon, Mackerel, Herring, Alewives, Codfish, Haddock,
Pollock, Hake, Eels, and shell-fish of different kinds.

J. V. Stewart.—Cod, Pollock, Haddock and Herring are the general description of
fish taken in this distriet. Good guality.

LPerry.—The shore fishery in this district extends along the coast for a distance of
fifteen to twenty miles. Is quite productive. The principal kinds taken are Halibut
Cod, Scate and Haddock. Last year there was taken about 75,0001bs of Halibut, and the
catch is expected to reach 125,000 lbs. this scason. The other kinds, when dried for mar-
ket, amount to about 600,000 Ibs. (4,000 cwt.)

Dewolf.—A few Cod and Haddock are taken for local use ; fresh Shad arc taken in
considerable quantitics some scasons. The catch varies from 100 to 500 bbls.

Thurber—The fisheries are extcnsive and valuable. Kinds of fish are Halibut,
Cod, Pollock, Haddock, Mackerel and Herrings. (uality good ; quantity large.

Corbet.—Quantity of fish taken in 1867 : Mackerel, aboat 3,000 bbls. ; Cod, 700 qtls. ;
1addock, 800 qtls.; Hake, 600 qtls.Y; Herring, 5,000 bbls. The averaze value of Mackerel
is about $8 50 ; Cod, $:.50 per quintal ; Haddock, $2.75 per qtl. ; Hake, $2 per qtl. ; Her
rings, $5.50 per bbl.

M. Macdonald —The County of Tnverness has about one hundred miles of sea-
coast.  (iood fishing aleng the whole of it.

Ditmars.—lixtent limited, value unknown. Chiefly Cod, Pollock, Herring and
Halibut.

J. Buss—liztent limited. Kinds: Cod, Mackerel, Herring, liaddock, Alewives and
Salmon. Quality good and quantity fair.

Jatfield —Codfish, Pollock, Hake, Haddock, Halibut, Herrings, Shad.

Nicolson—There arve Cod, Ling, Herring, Mackerel and Alewives.

Nergent,—'The shore fishery cxtends along the coast of the County of Shelburne
abuut thirty miles in length und ten to fiftcen miles in breadth. The deep-sea or bank
fisheries are from twenty to thirty miles from the coast. (!hief kinds are Cod, Pollock,
HNaddock, Mackerel and Herring.  About 80,000 qtls. shore Cod, Haddock and Pollock,
50,000 gtls. of bank Cod and 12,000 to 14,000 bbls. Mackerel and Herring are taken in
this County annually.

Mine.—Cod, Scal, Herring and Mackerel are taken.

Campbell.—Unkuown. Cod, Herring, Salmon. Unknown.

Farnsworth.—They extend the whole length of the Bayand are of considerable value.
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Kinds ; Cod, Pollock, Herring,—about numbers 2 and 3. Quantity at this Port 200 to
300 qtls.

McNeill—Arce considered both extensive and of much value. Kinds of fish are
Cod, Mackerel, Herring, Haddock, Salmon and Halibut.

Seilon.—The whole length of the Province; the kinds of fish include Cod, Hake,
Pollock, Herring, Mackerel, Alewives and Salmon for exports ; 1Ialibut, Eels and Trout
for domestic use.

Ratchford.—Limited and confined chiefly to partics living along the shore, who
merely catch for their own consumption. Cod, Pollock, Hake Halibut and Herring.

Kavanagh.—Of great extent and value. Codfish, Haddock, Mackerel and Ierring.

Irish, Kidston, & Co.—The extent of shore fishery is about 80 miles, and the Cape
North and other banks along the coast are the most valuable in the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence.
Codfish, Mackerel, Salmon, and Herriczs are caught. Baok fishing is followed by
American and Western fishing vessels, quantity taken uncertain. The average number of
vessels in spring is fifty or more, according to the demand for fish, average about 400
qtls. each. The quantity taken by shore fishermen is, Codfish irom 6,000 to 10,000 qtls ;
Mackerel, 3,000 to 5,000 bbls ; Salmon, 500 to 1,000 bbls., and Herring, 1,000 to 1500
Bbls.

W. Ross.—Besides the coast being good fishing grounds these extend to a considera-
ble distance into the ocean. The fish taken are first, spring Herring, then Codfish, ITad-
dock, spring Mackerel, Caplin, Smelt, Salmon, fat summer Herring, fall Herring and
fall Mackerel. About 6,000 qtls. of Codfish taken by the shore fisherman, 1200 bbls.
Miackerel, and 1400 bbls. Herring, according to the season.

e Aulay.— Aboat 10,000 qtls. are taken by the shore fishermen, of Codfish; 1300 bbls.
Mackerel, 1400 bbls. Herring and 200 bbls. Sulmon. ] )

Gordon.—The best of fishing grounds are within a few hours’ sail of Pictou Harbor,
and all the different kinds of fish common to the waters that surround the coast of Nova
Scotia and Gulf of St. Lawrence. .

Wylde.—They extend from Marie Joseph on the West Atlantic coast, following the
shores, Bays and Harbors to Cape Porcupine on the strait of Canso on the north, and iu-
clude Cod, Haddock, Pollock, Mackerel, Herring, Alewives and Salmon.

A. M. Rudolf.—The extent is the whole coast. Cannot form an idea of the value.
Pish are of good quality and kinds similar to those caught on the sea shore of the other
British Provinces.

Question 4.—State the different manners of curing a.nd' preparing ﬁs!], and in what
way in your opinion improvements in curing and preparing might be made ?

Answers of— ) L ) )

Dumaresy.—The Codfish is generally dried, some of it is sa'lted in bulk, other is
salted in casks or tubs and vats retaining all the pickle, the}'eby saving twenty per cent.
in salt, but the fish so salted will not dry as well, nor will it make as gooq fish as the fish
galted in bulk. The Gaspé cured fish has always been_ the bcst. and primest hsh in all
markets until the last few years. Inferior fish is now shipped which 1 firmly believe is
owing to the large quantity now salted in tubs and vats, 1nstead of in kgulk as in former
years. If the fish merchants would insist on having the fish salted in bulk, it would

vil.

reme(ﬁ ch:cierel curing our people do not givc?thgmsel.ves the trouble of salt@ng properly,
nor do they split the fish in the proper way. This is owing to the small quantity takep and
the indifference our fishermen show to that fishery. 'l‘he’ Mackerel should be 1mme(.113,te]y
(after being caught), split and salted in vats or tubs skin upwards, 50 as to avo'1d the
sediment of the salt on the flesh. Plenty of salt should by used, and. the fish left in that
pickle for three days or a week, when they can be packed 1n barrels in the usual way for
market, taking care to have perfectly water-tight barrels. ) ]

Enright and others.—The way we prepare the fish and salt it, as at present practised,
in my opinion is the only proper way. AS soon as the fish can be brought on shore by
the fishing boat, the shore crew commences to split an_d clean it, salting it down in bulk
or in pickle as best suits people. Cannot propose any improvement. ’ .

La Perrelle—Codfish is principally prepared by being made perfectly dry. For this
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Gaspé cure still stands unrivalled on account of its Fkeeping qualities, being better
suited than any other cure for the Brazilian market or other warm climates. Itis also sent
salted, green and pickled to Quebec. I know of no other means by which it can be cured.
From this part of the County there is but little of other kinds of fish exported.

Baudin.—Present method is the best I know of.

Price.—Do not see that there van be much improvement in the manner of ocuring in
this place.

Vigneau.~Know of no method except salting.

Chrasson.—I know of no other means of curing fish except salting.

A. Cormier.—1It is generally salted. Herring and Mackerel are salted in barrels and
Cod is dried, except a few hundred casks exported green to Quebec. But little Herring
is smoked here.

Grenier.—The best method of preparing the fish is as follows : It should be well pre-
pared and washed, and should be salted—the Cod in bulk (arrime) and tbe Salmon,
Mackerel and Herring in barrel. The Cod, after lying five days, is washed and dried by
spreading it on flakes until the curing is complete.

Delaney and others.—We salt our fish in bulk, it is then dried oo flakes. We know
of no better mode.

J. W. I Fox.—Fish are geuerally pickled, dried or smoked. In my opinion great
improvements are required and ought to be made here to give the fish a better character
than it now bears. This could be done by the merchant giving more encouragement to the
fisherman waking a superior article, aud by the Government giving an annual prize or
bonus to the boat or vessel bringing in the greatest quantity and best quality of fish, and
by the erection of proper curing houses and flakes, and more attention being paid to the
handling, splitting and salting of Cod,7as well as splitting, salting and curing Mackerel
and Herring, -

Sirois.—All Shell-fish intended for kecping ought to be salted and put into pickle.
Yor the foreign market, the hest way is to salt en arrime, that is, so as not to retain any of
the moisture. Once cured, it must be drained and dried.

Eden.—No improvement could be introduced for the curing of Codfigh.

Painchaud.—The Cod is salted in bulk or pile, and then dried in the sun. It is sold
in the dried state at Halifax, and thenoe is exported to Barbadoes, Ponceand other places.
Mackerel and Herring are salted in barrels and are sold in the same places and within the
Dominion. 'The Americans prepare Mackerel better than wo. They have better barrels.
They wash the fish and soak it longer than we, so that the blood is removed ; it is then
salted. 'We carelessly salt the fish as soon as it is caught, so that the blood remains and
is salted. 'TLus our Mackerel is red while theirs is white. Old customs are hard to alter.
Thekcuring would be improved if inspection was compulsory before the fish was sent to
market.

Whalen.—Pickling and drying is the best way.

Dimock.—The spring or summer caught Codfish are salted and dried upon flakes.
What is known as autumn catch arc partly dried and salted in barrels in their green
state. I do not know of any better method of curing fish than that adopted by the firm
of Messrs. Chas. Robin and Company, Paspebiac.

Hon. J. Ferquson.—Cod is principally salted and dried ; Mackerel, Halibut, Herring,
and Alewives pickled ; Salmon is prepared for market by the process of hermetically senling’
and freezing, a small portion only being pickled. No improvement on the present mode
of curing Cod can be suggested, but the fishermen should be required to salt and pickle
Herring immediately after removing them from the nets. By the present system Herring
are landed before being cured, and being thus out of salt from six to twenty-four hours
the quality becomes deteriorated in consequence. ’

Matthews.—Cod, Pollock, Hake and Haddock are thus prepared: The fish after
being dressed and washed aro salted, (in casks if caught in boats, and in bulk if in vessels)
in which from three pecks to a bushel of salt is used to cach quintal of fish ; remairing in
salt from ten to twelve days, they are then washed, piled in heaps, presged and then
spread out in the sun to dry. In six or eight days, if the weather be fine, théy are ready
for market. Mackercl and Herriogs aro loosely salted in casks or barrels using about half
a bushel of salt to the barrel; in four or five days after this salting they are repacked in
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tight barrels, a layer of Herrings and then a layer, or sprinkling of salt being placed, till
as many are put into the barrel as it will hold, (about the same quantity of salt being used
as before), the barrel is then filled with strong pickle. ¢

Herrings are also smoked and put up in boxes. They are salted lightly, about a
peck of salt being used to the barrel ; they remain in this state about twenty-four hours, are
then taken and strung through the gills upon round sticks about four feev in length, and
arc then suspended over a fire and smoked from fourteen to twenty-one days, when they
are ready to be boxed for market. Ihave nothing to offer as improvements, as the above
methods seem $0 be the best yet known.

Heney.—The manner of curing fish is as follows : —All the fish caught in open boats,
are, (when split) salted in tubs which hold pickle. After having been salted for about
four days they are washed out and piled away in kench, laying there until all the pickle
is draincd out of them which takes four days or more. They arc then put on flakes and
dried, and then taken to the market. This way of ouring makes]good fish for home con-
sumption.

_The vessel fishermen cure sheir fish quite differently. They salt their fish in the ves-
sel, in bulk ; when they get their fare they come home and wash tbeir fish out, pack them
away again in the fish-house in kench and salt them over again ; this is called dJry salting
About a peck of salt is use to the quintal. They let them lie/in this manoer till latc in the
fall; when the fishing scason is over they wash them out again, give them ubout three
days snn and then take them to market. Fish cured in this manner weigh very heavy,
and when piled away in the store, the pickle is constantly draining out of thew, and the
purchaser loses very much in the weight of his fish.

"There could be an nnprovement made in the manner of curing fish caught in vessels.
When a vessel makcs her fire and comes home, as soon as the fish arc washed out they
should be dried at once, and if well driad there would be no loss in weight, und the fish
so cured would be fit for any warket as well a3 good for family use and the poor man
would get double the quantity of fish for a quintal.

All Herring caught are cured in pickle, either for packing or smokiny.

J. & 8. Lesnard. —Pickiing, smoking and drying are most practicable. Lurye quanti-
ties are sold fresh in winter to traders. —

D. W. Stewart.—Pickling, boiling in cans hermetically sealed, smoking and sun
drying are the processes for curing, and packing in ice or snow for immediate market.
Freezing has been spoken ~f and tried with suceess I believe, at Bathurst.

Robertson.—The usual manner of curing is by splitting near the backbone, taking
the offal out, letting them remain in cold water about two hours, then letting tlem lie a
short time to drain, and salting them.

Hickman.—Shad are cured by splitting near the backbone taking ous all or pearly so
of the offal, are then left tu be in cold water two three hours, then dried a short time be-
fore salting. Would reconimend the backbone taken out.

Ch. Cormicr & Bourgeois.—The method of salting the fish is that in ordinary usc, and
I know of no way of improving it. .

R. Cole.—Shad are put up of late years in half barrels, which are very well done.

Me Laughlin.—Nish cured by salting and smoking. Improvement could be made, in
smoking by having smoke houses of higher posts, and herring pickled by the Dutch mode.

Snell.—Salting, drying, smoking and pickling. Improvement might be made by
washing fish cleaner and letting them dry harder than is generally dooe, and by smoking
them with good hard wood. This last, would be, however, impracticable as muny fisher-
men could not afford to buy hard wood.

Tory.—Some are cured in pickle and packed in barrels, &c, others in salt without the
pickle, and then dried by the sun. Improvement might be made by drying and curing
if proper care was taken and the fish had to pass through the hands of proper Inspectors
and Cullers. Improperly cured fish would then not find purchasers, and this would com-
pel fishermen to take more pains in curing, &e.

Challoner.—Qod, dried—Salmon Mackerel & Herring in barrels.

Hemlon.—Cod, are salted in cask where they lie for three or four days, and are then
dried on flakes ; Haddoeck, Pollock and Hake, the same ; Halibut, are sold pickled and
dried—Mackerel and Herring are salted in barrels of 200 ibs each. Cannot point out any

3
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improvement. Fish have to be put up to suit the different markets to which they are to be
sent.

Pride.—Cod, Hgddock and Pollock are cured by salting in casks, and allowed to re-
main in the same for three or four days; are then washed out and dried in the sun on
flakes. Herring, Mackerel, and Halibut are salted in barrels of 200 Jbs each. Cannot sug-
gest apy improvement. . .

A. Muacdonald.—Mackerel, Herring and Alewives are salted and pickled in barrels;
Cod and Haddock salted and dried in the sun on flakes. T know of no better way.

Tremain,—Salting and drying, and pickling. I know of no improvement except
more care in the curing.

Ruggles.—Usual custom is to split—remove the backbone ; salt for 4S8 hours, then
wash out; lay in press 24 hours, then spread on flakes raised apout three feet from the
ground. Requirc about a week fine weather, then packed in store houses, for a few days,
when they are fit for market. Shad and Mackerel, split and salted, and pickled. Herrings
sheuld be all opcned with a knife and filled with salt, otherwise they cannot be properly
cured.

Donovan.—Fish intended for drying, and salted in pickle, is very inferior to that
salted in bulk.

J. V. Stewart.—Salted in tubs or kids, but if salted in bulk would keep much better
in warm climates.

Dewolf.—Shad are opened in the back, and the head and backbone removed.

Thurber.—Manner of curing and preparing,--pickling, drying and smoking.

Corbet—Cod, Haddock and Hake ave dried ; Mackerel and Herrings are Pickled.
Cannot advise any improvement.

Ditmars.—Hook fish are split, salted and dricd in the su. Herring are salted,
gilled and pickled, in barrels,—the greatest portion however are salted round, smoked
and boxed for market. Kunow of no better mode of curing.

J. Ross.—Cod and Haddock dried, all other kinds pickled.

Hatfield.—Line fish are dried, scine and weir fish pickled.

HNaryent.~—Cod and scale fish taken in undecked sail-boats are usually pickled in tubs
and easks and then dried. Those taken in decked vessels arc salted in pile or “keneh” in
the vesscls’ hold from three to four weeks, and then washed and dried. The latter way
is undoubtedly the best, as it allows the pickle to drain from the fish, and they do not show
the salt when dried. Mackercl and Herring are salted in barrels of 200 lbs. cach.

Mine.—Drying Cod and Scate, and pickling Herring and Mackerel.

Campbell.—Drying and salting.  Cannot suggest any improvement.,

Farnsiworth.—Cod and Pollock are pickled and dried ; Herring are pickled.

MeNeill—Cod and Haddock, pickled and dried; Ilerrings, Salmon and Halibut
salted and pickled in barrels of 200 Ibs. cach No improvement to suggest exeept greater
care.

Bell.—Dbo not know any way of improving curing.

Scllon.—Ilake, Codfish and Polluck arc split, salted and dried. Mackerel, Herrings,
Alewives and Salmon are salted in pickle.

Ratch ford—No established method of curing.

Starr—~"Che usual manner of curing is to split from the back and salt. Do not think
any chaonge would be profitable at present.

Kavanagh.--In kench or bulk, and not in puncheon.

[rish, Kidston (: Co.— Salting, pickling and drying.

W. Ross.—Codtsh and ITaddock are salted and dried, and the Mackerel, Herring and
Salmon are salted in barrels. If Codfish were salted in bulk instcad of in puncheons, pro-
perly cleaned and washed, they would make better fish.

. McAnlay.—Codfish and Haddock are salted and dried ; Mackerel, Salmon and Her-
ring are salted in barrels,

... GFordon..—All pickled fish must suffer to a certain cxtent every moment they remain
without salt applicd to them. The superiority of Dutch cured Herring arises from the faet
that the salt is applied the moment they are taken out of the water. At the period when
the British Government granted a bounty for the proper cure of Herring, Dutch fishery
coopers wero brought over to Scotland in order to teach the proper manner of curing and put-
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ting up for market. And although myself taught to cure after the most approved method, in-
stead of entering into details I transmit herewith a printed copy of the directions printed
and circulated by the Hon. Board of British Fishery. (Not Printed.)

I beg to advert to the only additional detail which in my experience I have discov-
ered as applicable to the perfect cure of Herrings in the months of July and August on
tho coast of Nova Scotia. Having engaged on my own account in a sailing vessel trading
for pickled and dry Codfish in various localitics on the coast of Nova Scotin and Cape
Breton, and provided with salt and barrels, I preferred purchasing the Herring in their
green state, and cured a few barrels after the Scottish manner. On cxamination of the
fish after being struck, I discovered an incipient taint along the backboue of the fish, which
would increase with age so as to rcnder them unsuitable for a distant market in a tropical
climate. I came to the conclusion that the taint was owing to execss of temperature over
that common on the Scottish coast; and besides, the Herring arc larger and fatter in
the months of July and August on this coast than on the coast of Scctland. Thereafter T
ripped with a sharp knife the belly of the fish its entire length, cxtracted its whole con-
tents, scraped the backbone with the knife and filled the belly with salt, and immediatcly
packed them in tight barrels, with one bushel ot Liverpool salt to each barrel and proteeted
the barrels from sun and rain.

Tt is the universal practice of the N. S. fishermen to steep the fish for hours in water
before salting dewn, and cxpose them to the action of the sun duving the hottest period
of the season until the water becomes warm, under the crroneous impression that they are
thus benefited by the extraction of the blood. Under this treatment Herring part with
their scales and juice and are deprived of thot taste and flavor peculiar to Herring pro-
perly cured. Besides, the body of the fish thus saturated with water is rendcred tasteless,
brittlo and short, and not calculated to turn cut satisfactorily at the end of a long sea voy-
age. The Scottish curers take every precaution to keep the Herring from contact with
water and the heat of the sun before and after salting. Salt the fish in their blood
and the salt will extract the blood. Ono third, or cven one quarter of a bushel of Turk’s
Island salt will greatly assist the cure if thoroughly mixed with the fine salt so as to be
one bushel to cach bbl. of fish. Fine salt varicsin strength, and {for curing either flesh or
fish ought to be tested in order to insurc a perfect cure.

Although pickled fish may be cured after the most perfect manner, unsuitable ma-
terials used for the package will render them to a great extent valueless. The Dutch use
oak for their Herring barrels, and where obtainable it is preferablc to any other discription
of wood, especially where fish are intended for a distant and foreign market. Hard-wood
is calculated to retain the pickle without souring it. White ash, elm, maple, yellow
birch clear of sap and heart, and of Jate hacmatac or the Norway larch are used by the
Scottish curers. The staves and heading of barrels should be thoroughly seasoned and
the barrels properly made, and when intended for exportation, full hooped,—that is one
third of the length at head and bottom; and although the barrels may be made by pro-
fessed coopers and of the best materials, if not carefully handled in shipping and stowage
will sustain damage that cannot be afterwards remedied.

It will be scen by the Regulations of the Fishery Board of Scotland that attention
and care are given to the shipping of fish, and Cun Hooks prohibited.

In order to introduce the requisite improvemeut in the curing and putting up of fish,
the employment of persons skilled in these branches, such as the fishery coopers of Scot-
land, to be located as teachers in the most populous fishing districts, would soon spread
the knowledge ; and in order to cffect this the same system must be adopted as in Seot-
Jand,—the fish curer distinet from the fisherman having the command of the appliances
necessary for the successful prosecution of his buisness.

In the fall of the year the fish curer engages the number of boats’ crews to the extent
of the number of barrels of fish he contemplates curing, at a certain price per carm (7)
equal to a cured barrel of fish,—and enters into agreement with 2 master cooper to furmsh
the barrels and generally to superintend the cure and puttiog up, guaranteeing that the
fish will pass the Crown Brand. Or he hires journeymen coopers and a foreman, lays in
the materials for the manufacture of the barrels, and his foreman attends to the curing and
putting up for market. When the ﬁshermz.m cures his own fish it is done with thf: least
possible labor and cost, and onoe they pass into the hands of the merchant or trader he



fe.!s no more interest in the matter, but it is different with the carer; his capital or credit
are atstake, and unless bis fish are properly cured he will be the loser. Thus the strong-
est of all motives—self interest—would induce him to cure and put up for market an
article calculated to render a return for his outlay. o

The great variety and abundance of the fish under the cont.rol of the Dominion of
Canada, if properly cured and put up would compete successfully in the best markets of
the world. And as it is contemplated to encourage emigration, I would venture most
respectfully to suggest that a few competent fishing coopers and net fishermen would be a
desirable acquisition. * * * * * * *
The Buckie fishermen were engaged in the month of November last for the first two
months of the Herring fishery at one pound engagement moncy, £40 Bounty, and 20 shil-
lings the barrel of green fish delivered from the boats,—( Banfshire Journal) and this
fact isa sure indication of the demand for Scottish cured Herrings on the Continont of
Hurope, where they must command a high figure, adding freight of transit by inland water
or rail , commissions and imposts varying from 3s. to 9s. or 10s., to pay the shipper. * *

Wylde.—They are pickled and dried.

A. M. Rudolf.—Those that fish from 10 to 20 miles from the shore generally re-
main out for a week or ten days, and then return to the shore with the fish they caught
salted and pickled in hogsheads, they arc then washed and spread to dry ov a beach or
elsewhere, which I consider the best way of curing. The fish caught closer to the shore,
are much smaller and not so good.

Question 5.—Tx an Inspection of fish nccessary, and should it be compulsory or other
wise !
Answers of —

Thompson.—luspection of fish is very necessary, but I do not consider it advisable to
create any more useless officers. Inspection could be made by some ot the present numer-
ous officers of the Dominion.

C. E. Anderson.—In the western part of the Province, I speak particularly of To-
ronto, the prescnt mode of inspection is looked upon as of little or no value, and no guar-
antee of quantity. I cite an instance; about a month ago I had on sale in Toronto from
Quebec 200 bbls No 1 Herring, worth in Quebec $6 to 7. I offered them to the dcalers
in Toronto at $4 in Quebec, and would have taken $3% but could not get a bid, the cause
alleged being that they could not depend on the curing or inspection, and ten chances to
ouc they would have to turn them all into the lake, as was the case almost every season in
Toronto with many dealers.

If Inspection was compulsory it would have a most beneficial effect on this most
valuable branch of industry, especially in Ontario.

Dumaresy—In my opinion it is necessary that all kinds of fish should be inspected,
more espeoially all pickle fish, and all fish arriving at any market without having been first
inspected should be inspected at the expense of the owner ; this wouid remedy the great
evil of having 80 much bad and inferior fish in the Canadiau markets from the Gulf Ports
not only in uality but in short weight. I have knowa fish shipped to Quebec that was
only fit for manure; had that fish been inspected before being shipped it would have been
rejected, or, had it been icspected on arrival in Quebeo, it would have been confiscated.
Compelling the shipper, (or owner) to have his fish inspeoted either before shipping or on
arrival would be the means of preventing bad and inferior fish being shipped. Quly prac-
tical men should be employed as inspeotors.

Enright and others.—The inspection of fish of all kinds would be very necessary and
beneficial to the fishermen provided the Giovernment would pay the expense, otherwise it
would only crush them closer to the ground.

La Lerrelle.—The inspection in Quebec, should, in my opinion, be rigidly attended
to, especially of green and pickled fish, which is put up in such a slovenly maaner by
many parties on the coast that it must disgust purchasers, reduce consumption, and event.-
ually ruin the market. '

Baudin.—Inspection is necessary, and should be compulsory. The inspector should
continue on the ground and maintaia immediate superintendence.

Stors.—Inspection of picklecd fish is necessary and should be compulsory.
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Price—Necessary. Compulsory.

Viyncauw.—Do not think inspeetion necessary. The purchaser should be his own in-
spector ; if incompetent, he should not eogage in the trade.

Chrasson.—Inspection is perhaps required but should not be obligatory.

. Qormier.—]Inspection may be necessary without being compulsory. In the latter
cnlse it would be liable to abus» The inspectors might be partial or trade in fish them-
selvee.

Grenier.—The inspection of fish is absolutely necessary, aund should be compulsory.
Great advantage would consequently acerue to the fisherman in the sale of his fish.

C. C. Fox.——A compulsory inspection of all pickled fish exported is absolutely neces-
gary if Government wish to develope an important branch of foreign trade; and for the
security of consumers, the same measure is necessary in the home markets.

I have seen the pickled fish of the Maritime Provinces, the United States and that
prepared at Wick in Scotland, and I have no hesitation in saying that that pat up in the
Province of Quebec is the worst of all,—badly salted, badly cleaned, badly pickled,
badly barrcled, and almost iovariatly of short weight. In the Magdalen Islands where
between 100,000 and 200,000 barrels of Herring, and a large quantity of Mackerel are
anpually taken, I have seen Ilerring taken from the same seine by Magdaler Island
and Nova Scotian fishermen, and some months later, I have seen the same fish sold in Hali-
fax when that put up by the Magdalen Island fishermen brought about 50 per cent less
than the other, solely from the difference in curing. Nova Scotian Herring and Mackerel
are advertised, and fetch a higher price in Quebec and Ontario than those cured by the
Quebce fishermen, although the Mackerel are from the Gulf, and ithe Herring from La-
brador. And why? Ieccause for some time there wasa compulsory inspection of pickled
fish in Nova Scotia, and although the Jaw was repealed several years ago (contrary to the
opinion of many good judges) the people hud acquired the habit of making good jish.

1t is mot, in my opinion, necessary to compel dry fish to be inspected, partly because
any onc can see the quality when buying, and partly because being the staple article of
trude on the coast the most of it is prepared under the direct superintendeace of the mer-
chant, who scparates it for the different markets according to the quality. But all pickled
fish is prepared by the fishermen themselves ; you cannot see what the barrel contains ; and
the system of large advances in vogue in the fishing districts induces the merchant to take
gladly any thieg he can got to help liquidate his debt without being particular as to

uality.
4 Tyhe inspection should be compulsory because fishermen as a class have but little
ambition or foresight. Self interest isbut a feebleinfluence with them, and although they
koow better fish would command a higher price, ninety-nine out ¢f 2 hundred would pre-
fer a emall profit and little trouble to greater care and a larger return. At the same time
it cannot be too strongly insisted upon, that if inspection is to produce & proper effect the
salary attached to the office of Inspector must be high enough to induce competent and
independent men to fill it. Under the Fishery Act of the late Province of Canada, all
fish taken by licenscd vessels was inspected. But how 7 In the Magdalen Islands the
Inspector very properly inspected and weighed each barrel. The conscquence was that
many refused to have their fish inspected by him, preferring to take it to Quebee, where,
they said, by paying a small fee the Inspector would open three or four barrels and then
give them a certificate for the whole. I know another Inspector in this district, whom no
meorchant would think competent to cure his fish, and who never saw any but the mise-
rable pickled fish put up on this coast, and T have know him, (a sworn Inspector) to give
certificates of the quantity and quality of fish that he had never scen or been within twelve
miles of.

Pourier.—No. .

Delany and others.—It is not. If established it should be optional.

J. W. 1 Fox.—I do not think an inspection of fish necessary at the places where the
fish are caught and cured, unless they are to be exported to a foreign market ; but an ins-
spection of fish is very necessary and should be compulsory in the ports of the Dominion
on importation for consumption or foreign market. No inspection of Codfish isat all
useful or necessary under any circumstances.

Bourque and others.~Necessary and should be compulsory.
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Riverin—Tnspection of fish is needful, but if compulsory would sometime be pro-
ductive of injury. .

Sirois.—The inspection of fish is most essential and should be obligatory, but the
Tuspector should be fully competent to discharge his duties. .

Eden—One Inspector at least in each loeality should be appointed to inspect all
fish before exported : the same for Cod oil and Whale oil, 2nd to be compulsory.

Puinchaud —Tnspection should be compulsory ; the question is where it should take
place. I say where the fish is taken and sold in the first instance. Let Inspectors with
power to appoint deputies be appointed in each place.

Whalen.—Necessary, and should be compulsory. .

Dimock.—T would say that in order to bring our Bay of Chaleur Herring into good
repute a compulsory inspection is necegsary.

Vullée and others.—Inspection is not neccssary, the fish Leing gencrally inspected on
arriving in Quebce.

Quebec Doard of Trade.—We are strongly of opinion that the compulsory inspection
of fish aud oil is a necessity, and have frequently urgcd the Government to enact such a
law.

Hon. J. Ferguson.— Absolutely necessary, and should be compulsory.

Matthews.—1 believe the inspection of fish is necessary and should be comnulsory,
as it would prevent the sale of a ereat quantity of poorly cured fish, the sale of which has
a tendeney to injurc the reputation of those who might be invocent of carclessness in this
respect.

P Heney.—The inspection of all kinds of fish is necessary should be compulsory. All
parties who put up pickled fish of any description should have the owner’s name on each
package before selling, and when the inspector inspects them he should put his brand on
them of the quality they are and his name. There is a great deal of fraud practised in
putting up pickled fish of every deseriptior. Smoked Herring should also be marked and
branded in the same way, as there is a great deal of fraud in putting up smoked fish as
well as pickled. Both barrels and smoked fish are often sold as good and merchantabie,
when in reality quite unfit for use.

J. & 8. Leonurd —Necessary. Compulsory.

D. W. Stewart.—Inspection might tend to cstablish a character for cxcellence that
would be desirable, but if attended with heavy cost, would prove an annoyance and tax on
the trade.

Robertson, ickman, Ch.Cormier d&& Bourjeois.~Neccessary and should be compulsory.

McLavghlin—An inspeetion of fish is neccssary ; but while the American market is
open to good and bad qualities without inspection, with us it would be useless.

Snell, Tory, Challoner, Hemlon, and Pride.—Necessary and should be compulsory.

A. Macdonald.—Shippers of fish always ges their fish inspected before exporting them.
A head Inspector should, in my opinion, be appointed tor cach district.

Tremain.—Unnecessary. A compulsory system of inspection where the fishing grounds
are 8o far from ecach other would entail too much expense on the fishermen, and would, I
think, effect but little good.

Ruyyles—The General Sessions of the Peace have the appointment of Inmspectors,
Compulsory inspeetion is found not to work well. My impression, however, is that every
person putting up pickled fish should be compelled to brand his name.

Donoven.—An inspection of fisherics is useless. At present partics buy on the
character of the scller, and generally cxamine a few of the barrels of fish. When an ins-
peetion law was in operation it was of no benefi, as no onc would buy on the brand; no
confidence could be placed in it. Frauds were also practised to an immonse extent under
cover of inspeetion.

J. V. Stewart—Ivspection is not necessary in this district. The General Sessions of
the Peace aunually appoint Inspectors, who are seldom called upon to act.

Perry.—Thiok inspection of pickled fish necessary, and should be compulsory, as our
local Inspectors seldom act.

Derwolf.—Doubtless fish exported would sell better if inspected.

Thurber.—Necessary, but should not be compulsory.

Guridon.—Inspeetion ghould he compulsory for exportation and the home market.



In Scotland coopers are invariably the Inspectors, and subordinated to Chief Inspectors or
Supervisors.

Wylde.—Fish should be elassed and inspected. Inspection compulsor

A. M. Rudolf—Necessary, and should be compulsory. d y

Corbet—No.

M. Macdonald—Inspection of Mackerel, Ifcrring, and Alewives is neccessary and
should be compulsory.

Ditmars.—It is not absolutely necessary to inspect fish, and hence it need not be
made compulsory. Kvery man brands his own catch,

J. Ross.—Necessary. Compulsory.

Sargent.—I think a strict inspection of Mackerel and llerring necessary. Com-
pulsory. i

Mine, Campbell & Farnsworth.—Not necessary.

McNeid,and  Bell—Compulsory.

Sellon.—An inspection is necessary to give confidence in a forcign market, and
should be compulsory.

Ratchford.—A.t present pot nccessary, the quantity taken being small.

Starr.—1 consider an inspection of fish highly desirable. Should the duty be taken off
our fish in the American markets so that we may export them, an inspection will be
absolutely neeessary and should be made compulsory, in order to prevent an inferior article
from injuring the sale of our fish.

Kavanagh.—Compulsory.

W. Eoss.—Inspeetion law to be generally useful should be compulsory and should he
made the same as that in force in the United States as to size and quality of pickled fish,
particularly of Salmon and Mackerel.

Mc Aulay.—Inspection is generally uscful, cansing fishermen to cure their fish in a
better manner.

Question 6.—llow much fish is consumed in the neighborhood of the fishing grounds
by the inhabitants, and what quantitics are sold in a fresh state? Ilow much is con-
sumed in Canada?

Answers of—

Dumaresy.—I should think that about 3} per cent is consumed in the ncighborhood
by the inhabitants.

Enright and othcrs.—A large quantity, the poor fishermen chiefly subsist on it.
Little or none sold fresh, except by parties fishing for the merchants.

La Perrelle—The inhabitants being mostly fishermen, the amouut is considerable.
But littls sold fresh.

Bandin.—A large quantity. But little sold fresh.

Price—About 300 qgtls. of Codfish, and 500 bbls. of Herrings are consumed in Cape
Rosier township. None sold fresh.

Vigneau.—Except Herring and somo Mackerel, but little fish is consumed in the
vicinities of the fisheries here. Other than those very little is sold fresh. Know nothing
of the consumption in Canada.

Chrasson.— A tolerably large consumption of fish takes place here. But little is sold
fresh except Herring and Mackerel.

A. Cormier—From 1,500 to 2,000 bbls. Herring are used here. Some 2,000 bbls.
of Mackerel, and of green and dry Cod. But few fish are sold fresh except Merring,
which sell at one shilling per 200 lbs.

Grenier—~The consumption of fish in the vieinity of the fishery is very great, as it
constitutes the principal food of the fishermen.

Delany and others.—Some 3,000 qtls. of fish are consumed here. We do not sell any
in the fresh state. We send 3,000 or 4,000 gtls. to Canada.

J. W. I Fox.—TIt is difficult to say what amonnt of fish i3 consumed in the neigh-
borhood of the fishing grounds by the inhabitants ; itis very large no doubt, as it forms the
ohief food of the fishermen and their families during the fishing season, as well asa
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large quantity being salted for winter use. I should think fully 1,500 bbls. Herring,
500 qtls. Codfish and 200 bbls, Mackerel, besides shellfish such as Lobsters, Clams, &e,
consumed here annually.

Bourque and others.—Fish consumed 3,000 bbls.

Eden.—Very little fish consumed near fishing grounds by inhabitaats. o

Painchaud —The quantity consumed here is very great, The fishermen live in
great part on fish in a fresh stafe. Herring is sold in the Spring to foreigners in a fresh
state, and the Americans export it to the United States to be smoked. Canadais nota
market for vhat fish,

Whalen.—Very little.

Dimock.—T1t is difficult to answer the first part of this question. Considerable quan-
tities are made use of by the fishermen and the inhabitants ; about half of the catch being
sold in a fresh state. Cannot state what quantity is sold in Carpada.

Hon. J. Ferguson.—A preat many fish are consumed in the neighborhood of the fish-
ing grounds, but the quantity is unknown. About one half the Herring taken are sold
in a fresh state, and seven eighths of the pickled fish, probably, sold in Canada.

Heney.—There are about 300 qtls. of dried fish and quite a large lot of pickled and
smoked Herring consumed every year in our Parish. About 2,500 bbls. sold in a fresh state.

J. & S. Leonard—The quantity consumed at home cannot be oorrectly estimated.
Large quantities are sold in a tresh state, chiefly to U. S. traders.

D. W. Stewart.—TFish constitutes the principal food of the inhabitants near the
fishing stations. The quantity sold fresh is limited, except to the Salmon boilers and ice
preservers. This trade will no doubt increase with the facility for sending to market.

Robertson and Hickman.—Think about 250 bbls. used fresh in the neighborhood and
sold in a fresh state.

Ch. Cormier and Bourgeois—1I believe that 10,000 bbls. of the salted article are oon-
sumﬁd in the County and 2,000 bbls. in a fresh statc, while about 15,000 bbls. are sold
fresh. :

R. ('sle—Cannot say what quantity is consumed, but the greater part is shipped to
the United States and foreign countries.

Me Laugh!in.—Fish isthe principal consumption with us, and large quantitics are sold
in a fresh state.

Tory.—Can only answer in gencral terms. A large quantity cousumed by inhabi-
tants. A few sold fresh. A large portion is consumed in the Dominion.

Challoncr —Fish principally consumed.

Hemlon and Fride.—About a twenticth consumed in the Province; very little sold
fresh. Have no idea what is sold in Canada.

A. Macdonald —About 800 bbls. of pickled fish and 600 gtls. of Cod arnd Iladdock
are cousumed aonually in the neighborhood of this district. ~About the same quantity
sold in a fresh state.  Cunnot tell how much is consumed in Canada.

T'remain.—1000 bbls. fish, priucipally Herring, consumed in this neighborhood, and
500 qtls. dry fish. Very little sold in a fresh state. The greater portion shipped to the
United States; 5,000 bbls. consumed in Canada.

Lugyles.—Fish form a standing dish in the neighborhood of the fisheries by the inha-
bitants ; none sold fresh ; know nothing about consumption of Canada.

Donvvan.—Large quantity cunsumed by inhabitaats ; vory little sold fresh, and the
principal part taken to ports in Prince Edward Island and Canada.

J. V. Sterwart.—The greatest preportion of the fish taken here is kept for home con-
sumption ; a swmall proportion only is exported to the West India, and the United States.
Noue sold fiesh.

. Perry~—Think alout one tenth consumed in the neighborbood ; ITalibut are packed
in ice fresh and exported to Boston vid Yarmouth.

Dewolf—Probably seven-cights are consumed at home, aud about 10 per cent of
these nsed fresh.

Tlurber—Swall part sold fresh. Nearly half are marketed in the Dominion.
Home consumption small,

Corbet.—About 800 bbls. consumed by inhabitants near fishing grounds. None
sold fresh. N



J. Ross.—Little or none. None sold fresh, but exported to Halifas.

Hatfield.—Chiefly consumed in the Dominion.

Sargent.—Very small quantity sold fresh.

Farnsworth.—All that are caught.

McNeill —Could not state. 'What quantity is consumed fresh is generally used by
fishermen and farmers. Many of the fishermen sell their fish to the merchants fresh.

Bell.—A good deal. Seaports and interior.

p &S‘e?lon.—Very little sold in a fresh state in this County, and very little sent to
anada. .

Ratchford..—No more than are required by the parties catching them.

Starr.—A large portion of the Shad taken in the County are consumed here ; about
one fourth of them are sold fresh. The remainder are shipped to St. John, N. B. and
the United States. .

Kavanagh.—A large quantity. Not sold in a fresh state. A great quantity.

. h]r[sh, Kidston & Co.—500 bbls. Herrings and 500 qtls. Codfish. Not apy sold
resh.

W. Ross & McAulay.—Herring is largely used by the inhabitants, and some Cod-
fish. Very few of any kind sold {resh.

Wylde.—Herring and Codfish are chiefly consumed by the inhabitants ; all others
are shipped to Canada, United States, and West Indies.

4. M. Rudolf.—Large quantities. Not a great deal in a fresh state except in towns
and villages. The quantity consumed in Canada must be very great.

Question T.—How much dried or pickled fish, the products of our fisheries, is con-
sumed in Canada, and what quantities and kinds are exported to foreign countries, and
to what countries ?

Answers of-—

Dumaresy.—Dried Codfish, put up in tubs or drums is exported io Brazil and
West Indies; loose Codfish is exported to Italy, Spain, Portugal, and small quantitics to
ports in the Adriatic; Herring to the United Stutes and West Indies.

LaPerrelle —Am not prepared to give statisties of the quantity of dried and pickled
fish consumecd in Canada. Itis however very limited comparatively, and seldom brings
a remunerative pricc,—perhaps as I stated before, principally caused by the careless and
slovenly way in whieh it is scot up and which must affect speculation. Dry fish is
exported to Spain, Portugal, Italy and Brazil, and also to the West Indies.

DPrice—~About 1,500 bbls. of pickled fish and 300 qgtls. of dry Cod is consumed
in Canada from the township of Cape Rosier, and about 12,000 qtls. of dry Cod is seut to
the Mediterrancan.

Vigneau.—Pickled Herring, a little Mackerel, large Cod dricd, and larse and swall
Cod green, are consumed in Canada, sclling at Guch2c and Montreal. Dried Cod and
Scal skins are exported to Halifax, . 8. Lurge quantitics of Herring are anovually tukea
by vesscls from the Bay of Fundy and United States, yielding no profit to the locality
where taken.

Chrasson.—But few cargoes of Herring, Mackerel, and green Co_d_ are consumed in
(anada. The dry Cod, and quantities of Mackerel arc exported to Halifax.

Baudin.—The dried Cod is exported in great part to Kurope and Brazil.

A. Cormier.—Some 7,000 qtls. are exported {o Halifax wheoce they are transkipped
to the West Indies. .

¢. (. Fox.—The following is a statement of the quactity and kinds of fish, tke pro-
duct of the sea fisheries, exported from the whole County of Gaspé, (exelusive of the
Magdalen Islands) during the two years ending 30th June, 1867 and 30th June, 1868 :—

T4
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YEAR ENDING 30TH JUNE, 1807.

Dry Dry Dry Whals, Seal,
Whence Exported. Codfish- Haddock. Ling. and Cod Oil.
cwt. cwt. cwt. Gals.
Portugal ...cooiunieeniiiiiiin iiiininnnnns 12,889...... ... §O7 ......
DBritish West Indies......cc.ce.uurene... 782...... 217...... 338....
Ttady. coeiiis it e T,156..ccc. e e
States of Church,......... 38,7580. ... e s
Spain... i e 22,590...... oo
Brazil.,.oooeiiiiin i 9,667 497...... ...
Great Britain......c..ccovveiien i 10,191...... 67...... ... 1,105
—_—
Total to Foreign Countries .......,.... 67,025...... 781...... 645...... 1,105
TO PLACES WITHIN THE DOMINION.
Dry fish. Whale, Scal  Herring. Pickled Green Pickled Other.
& Cod Oil. Salmon. Cod. Cod. Valae.
cwt. gals. bbls. bbls. dfts. bbls.
18,128...... 47,000...... 3,112...... 301...... 2,010...... 1,094._.. $2,200
YEAR ENDING 30TH JUNE, JSG8
Whence Exported. Dry Dry Dry Whale, Seal,
Codfish. Haddock. Ling, & Cod Oil.
cwi. ewt. cwt. galls.
Brazilooo.oooviiiini i 9,229...... T3
Great Britain....cocevvuiiiiinniinnnn... 5176...... ..o L. 9,780
British West Indies.....cocevurennnnn. 2,878...... 163...... ...
Ttaly eueceimiieer e .17,898..0c.. el
States of Church.......covvvvruneannnnn. 3,785 ccce. aein .
3] 2 1. T UION 10,202...... .. L.
Total to Forcign Countries............ 52,229...... 233...... 9,780
EXTORTED TO PLACES WITHIN THE DOMINION.
Dry Whale, Cod, Herring. Pickled Green Pickled Other.
Codfish. & Seal Oil. Salmon. Cod. Cod. Value.
cwt. gals. bbls. bbls. dfts. bbls.
16,152...... 22,300...... 2,537...... 031...... 4,943...... 607...... $1,800

The failure in whaling and fishing accounts for the diminution of oil and Codfish.
Part of the dry fish and oil is re-cxported from Halifax.

Delany and others.—2,000 to 3,000 qtls. of dried fish are consumed in Canada.
About 1,000 of the same, and 3,000 to 4,000 bbls. of Mackerel arc scnt to Halifax.

J. W. I Fox—1I cannot venture to say how much of the different kinds of fish is
consumed in the Dominion ; of the quantitics mentioned in my answer No. 3, as being
exported hence the present year, (1868,) 14,450 bbls. of Herring were sent to the United
States, 5,000 bbls. to Prince Ildward Island, and the remainder, viz : Cod, Mackerel and
Oil, to ports in the Dominion.

Liverin—The quantity of dry fish consumed in Canada is 500 quintals. That
exported, about 9,500 quintals, is sent to Italy, Naples and Brazil. Of the quantities of
Salmon, Trout, Mackerel and Herring, I have no knowledge as it is sent to America.

Sirois.—Very little of our salt Cod is consumed in Canada ; itis generally exported
to forcign countries as Spain, Italy and South America.

Lden.~—The Customs clearance from different ports, or Dr. Fortin’s Report would
be the best informant. ‘ '
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Painchaud.—Dry Cod is exported to the West Indies, Barbadoes, Ponce, &e., as also
Heriing salted in bbl. without brinc, on account of the climate.

Whalen.—Dry Codfish to home market.

Dimock.—Cannot say how much, but very little of the dried Codfish is consumed in
Canada, Codfish being the principal kind exported to foreigzn countrics, the West Tndiey
and South Ameries.

Valiée and others.—The dry fish is generally exported to the Mediterranean and the
West Iudies. 'The green fish and oil we ourselves carry to Quebee, where prices vary
very much ; ITerring from $4 to $5 per bbl. and oil from 2s. to 23. 6d. per gallou.

Hon. J. Ferqusou.—'The exportation of dried and pickled fish being confincd to the
ports on the eastern zeaboard of the County, cannot state the (uantity shipped thence for
consumption in Canada. Dried Cod is exported to ltaly and Brazil.

Matthews.—~ Am not prepared to state the amount consumed in Cavada.  The greater
part of all kiuds caught is exported to the United States. A few curgoes of Cod, [[addock,
Hake, Mackerel, and pickled Herring are shipped to the West Tndies.

Heney —Caunot say whether there is any dried or pickled fish the produet of our fish-
eries cousumed in Canada direct from our Proviuce. The greatcr part of all our fish is
sold in United States markets, and these are sold, (a good part of thent) to parties in Mon-
treal and Canada West

J. & 8. Leonard.—United States markets, mostly.

D. W. Stewart.—Quantity consumed in Cavada must he large. The kinds usually
exported are Herring, Salmon, Mackerel and Codfish. Places, Great Britain and United
States.

Robertson.—About one fourth of the fish caught consumed in Canada ; balance exported
United States.

Hickman.—~About one twentieth part of the fish caught consumed in Canada ; balance
exported United States.

Ch. Cormier & Bourgeois—The quantity exported to the United States, Nova Scotia
and England amounts to 10,000 bbls.

R. Cole.—There are very few dried fish cxported from the County of Westmorland.
The pickled fish, except what is wanted for home corsumption, is shipped to the United
States,

McLaughlin.—Full three fourths of our fish are exported to the United States.

Snell.—The greater part to the United States, West Indies and Sonth Ameriea; 1
small portion sent to Kurope.

Z'ory.—Cannot answer without searching public offices.

Challoner.—All sent to Halifax.

Hemlon.—Very few dry fish sent to Cacada ; about one fourth of the fat Herring and
none of the poor Herring nor poor Mackerel. A few fat Mackerel, and all the other fish
of the County are sold in Halifax or Cape Canso, and theu exported to the several coun-
tries ;—large Cod to the United States, fat Mackerel, and Pollock, and poor Mackerel to
the West Indies, Small Codfish and Haddock to I3razil and Malaga.

Pride~—Very few dried fish ; about one fourth of the fat Herring are exported to Cana-
da. DMackerel ars sold in Halifax, and thence exported to the United States and West
Indies. Poor Herring, Cod and Haddock the same, but are also exported to Brazil, Mala-
ga and other places.

A. Macdonald.—Cannot state amount sold ie Canada. None exported from this port
to foreign countries.

Tremain.—About 5,000 bbls. pickled fish, and 3,000 gtls. dvy fish consumed ia
Canada ; the balancc exported to foreign countries, principally the United States.

Ruggles.—Fish taken here are exported to the United States and West Indies ; princi-
pally to tha former country.

Donovan.—Cannot tell the amount sold in Canada, as large quantities leave the fishing
grounds direct. The countries dry fish are exported to ave Italy, Spain, Portugal, and
Jersey.

J. V. Stewart—No fish sold here.

Perry.—Large Cod (dry) are exported to Boston—say about 1500 qtls. Other kinds
are principally exported to the West Indies, vi@ Yarmouth,



Dewolf—Once in two or three years from 50 to 80 bbls. are exported to the United
States.

Thurber.—Half the annual catoh of all kinds is exported to the United States and
West Indies. ¢

M. Macdonald.—There were last year shipped from this port to Canada about 4,000
packages pickled Herring and Mackerel, and about 8,000 bbls. Mackerel to the United
States.

Ditmars.—Pickled, dried and smoked exported to the United States and West Indies.

J. Ross.~—Some pickled Herring consumed in Canada ; Codfish, faddock and Alewives
exported from Halifax to the Weat Indies and other countries.

Hatfield.—Chiefly consumed in the Dominion.

Sargent.—Ezxported principally in bulk and barrels to United States direct, and to
West Indies via Halifax, in boxes, casks, and barrels.

Mine.—About 800 gtls. dried fish exported, and 2,000 bbls. Herrings.

Campbell.—Unknown.

Farnsworth—None to foreign countries at this port.

Mc Neill.—Much of our fish is consumed in the Province; Codfish and Haddock,
(dried) are exported to the West Indies ; Mackerel to the United States.

Sellon.—Dry Codfish, Hake, Pollock and some MHerring are sent to the West Indies ;
Mackerel, Herring and Codfish to the United States.

Ratchford.—None exported to foreign countries.

Kavanagh.—Cannot give quantities. Codfish and Haddock are sent to Brazil and
West Indies. :

Irish, Kidston &' Co.~—~Not any fish shipped to Canada. Sold in Halifax and United
States.

. Ross.—The most of the fish caught on this coast are purchased by the merchants
of Halifax and generally find their way to the market of the United Stutes, West Indies
and South America. The States is the best market for our Salmon, fat Mackerel and
large Codfish, if we only had free trade with that country.

McAulay.—All our fish are shipped to Halifax, and are sents by the merchants there
to South America, West Indies and United States. The latter was formerly our best
market and would be good yet if we had free trade with them.

A. M. Rudolf.—Large quantities of both dried and pickled fish consumed in Canada.
None exported to foreign countries except a small quantity at times to the Western
States.

Question 8.—State the prices of the different kinds and qualities of fish at or near
the fishing grounds ; the prices when prepared for exportation and when delivered in the
markets to which they sent, respectively ?

Answers of—

Dumaresy.—The price of the different kinds of fish, of late years has varied much
through competition. Codfish, when prepared and ready for market has been from 16is. to
22s. rer qtl.; Haddock, 10s, to 12s.; Ling, 1lx to 13s.; Halibut, 15s, per bbl.; Mac-
kerel, (not inspected) 25s. to 40s.; Ilerriug, 10s. to 12s.; Salmon, $12 per bbl., and 34d.
to 6d. per Ib. fresh. Prices at market,—Cod, !8s. to 2is. sterling ; Haddock, 13s. to 14s.
currency ; Ling, 14s. to 15s. ; Halibut, 15s. to 20s.; Mackerel, 20s. to 45s. ; Herring 7s.
6d. to 20s.; Salmon, $14 to §10, and fresh, 10 cts. to 30 cts. per Ib.; freight to be
deducted.

Enright and others.—The prices vary ; are never stationary. Last year we got 18s.
per quintal; this year it appear from rumour we arc to get much less.

La Perrelle—Dry fish being the staple product of the County, the price varies much
aceording to qualities, which are kept separate for the different markets. The prica paid
here the last two seasons was for first quality, on an average $1 to $4.25, and in sowe
instances as high as $5.25 was paid, and as low as $3 for inferior quality ; but such
prices can no more be supported for reasons which I may explain further. Severe losses have
been sustained by exporters; the Norwegians having now ’‘come in competition in our
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own markets have brought down prices to a ruinous extent, apparently overstocking the
marlkets so that many thousand quintals of last season’s catch remain unsold in every
European market, and some must become a total loss. We have ourselves some on the
way which we do not expeot will pay one third of the cost. It has become impossible for
any cxporters from this country to compete with the Norwegians, who can produce the
fisn at halt the price of ours, owing to the extraordinary expense we are subject to in
carrying on the fishery here, whilst in Norway they do it at little or no expense.

Price—We are receiving 14s. per quintal for dry Codfish, 15s. per bbl for Ilerring,
and 28s. for Mackerel. )

Vigneau.—Herring is sometimes worth $1.20 per 200 Ibs, Mackercl $4, Cod 14s. per
qtl.  Herring when ready for exportation $2 per bbl, Mackercl, $5.50, Cod 15s. Thu
price is uncertain.  Ierring when sold, 7s. 6d. to 105, ; Mackerel $4.50 per bbl.

Clrasson.—The prices vary with the markets of the Antilles and the Provinces. Cod
is generally worth 14s. to 15s. ; Herring, 10s.

A. Cormier.—Cod js worth 12s. to 15s. when ready for cxport ; it is worth in Halifax
{rom 12s. to 17s. 6d. generally, but is said to be Jower this year.

Grenier.—~Dried Cod first quality, $4 ; second quality, $3.00 ; third quality $2 per quin-
tal. b}Slalmon sells at $12, Backerel at $G ; Herrings, first quality, $3, second quality $:
per bbl.

Delaney and others.—Cod here $2.40 to $2.80; in Halifax, $3.20 to $3.60. Mackerel
in flalifax, $7, $8 and $10, for numbers 3, 2 and 1.

J. W. I. Fox.—Codfish generally fetches from $3 to $3.50 per cwt. in the way of bar-
ter for goods, here called Trade, and perhaps 25 per cent less for cash, when ready for
shipment. Herring about $2, per bbl. ; Mackerel from $6 to $10, per bbl., and pickled Cod-
fish $2.50 per draft of 224 1bs. ; Cod and Seal Oil, 50 cents per gallon. The market at port
of delivery varies ; it frequently happens that fish do not bring more than at the port of
shipment, the profit to the shipper being that on his goods when paid for in trade, and
that is sometimes considerable.

Riveritn.—Dry Cod produces from 15s. to 25s. per quintal; Halibut from 15s. to 20s.
per quintal ; Salion from $12 to $18 per bbl. ; Trout from 25s. to 353 ; Mackerel from 50s,
to 4Us, and Herring from 15s. to 20s. per bbl.

Sirois.—The Salmon sert in its fresh state to Quebec is sold here for Se. per lb. The
price of Cod varies a good deal more. For four years past it lias been 20s. per tl. for in-
spected.

P ’den.—Price of fish varies; some seasons much higher than others; is in general
guided by the price paid in foreign ports.

Puainchaud.—Herring in barrels is here worth $2; Cod 14s. to 15s. per 112 1bs,—I
mean the small, for the large is worth more than $4 ; Mackerel, $5 per bbl. ; Oil, 2s. 6d. per
gallon. In the United States No. 1 Mackerel sells for $20 to $25 per bbl.

Whalen.—They give on the coast from 15s. to 18s.

Dimock.—Codfish is worth from $1.60 to $3.10 according to quality; Salmou 5 and
6 cents per 1b. fresh ; Ierring $2 per bbl. ; Mackerel $0 per bbl. near the fishing grounds.

Hon. J. Ferguson.—Prices fluctuate, being governed by’ the cateh.

Matthews.—Prices vary ; at present (June) they are as follows: Cod $3 to 3.50;
Pollock, $1.50 to $1.75; Ilake, $1.25 to $1.40; Haddock, same as Hake ; Mackerel, from
86 to $14, according to quality.

Ileney.—The prices of fish last year were nearly as follows: In our own market, dry
Cod, $3.50 to $4 per quintal ; Pollock, $1.75 to $2; Haddock, $1.25; Hake, $1.50;
Quoddy Herring, $2.50 to $3 per half bbl; other pickled Herring, $3 to $3.50 per bbl.

If sold in the United States market: dry Cod, $6 per quintal ; Pollock, $2.75; Hake
$2; River Herring, $6 per bbl,—if sold in half barrels, $3.50 per hall’ barrel; pickled
Cod, loose, per bbl, $2.75 ; pickled Haddock, loose, per bbl, $1.50; smoked Herring, per
bos, seale, 35¢; No. 1, 20c.

J. & 8. Leonard.—The prices vary greatly; at some seasons they arc very low, and
at others fishcrmen are well remunerated.

D. W. Stewart.—The prices of round fresh fish usually fluctuate with the catch and
the season. For Herring, in spring, 50cts. to 70 cts. per bbl. ; fall, $1 to $1.20 ; Salmon 6 cts.
to Tets, per Ib.throughout the season ; Mackerel, 50cts. per doz, 2nd Cod §$1 to $2 per draft.
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When cured and packed ready to ship, spring Herring may be quoted at $2, per bbl.
Summer or fall Herring will realise $4 ; Salmon, packed in ice, 10c. to 12e. per Ib; in cans,
20c. and pickled, $10 to $16 per bbl.; smoked, 25 ets. per 1b. ; Codfish, $3 to $3.50 per
quintal. When sent to market on speculation the price will be governed by the demand, and
freqently will not cover costs and charges. .

Robertson.—Shad, about 5c. each on the ground, and about $8 per bbl. salted. Dried
Cod 33ec. per 1b; Haddock, Pollock, &e. 3c. per 1b.

Hickman.—Shad, about 5cts. each on the ground ; $8 per bbl. salted.

C. Cormier & Bourgeois.—Fresh Salmon fetch from 60 to 70 cts. each fish ; Cod §3.
per guintal ; Mackerel from $2 to $4 per bbl. and other fish in the same proportion.

. R. Cole—~—Shad generally net from $4 to $5 per half bbl. .

MeLaughlin.—TFresh Herring from nets average 60 cts. per hundred and pickled do.
in bbl. about $2.50 ; Smoked in boxes ubcut 12} cts. per box ; Dry fish, $2.50 per quintal.

Snell—Near the fishing grounds Cod are worth $5 ; Pollock, §2; Haddock, §1;
Ilake, $2.25 per (uintal of 112 lbs. 1lalibut, $4 per hundred lbs.; Pickled Herring, $4
per bbl.; Smoked Herrings 25 cts. per box for first quality and 15 cts. for second.
Lobsters, 3 cts. each in New York ; dried Codfish, $6.50; Hake, $2.75; Pollock, $2, and
dried Haddock $3 per qtl. ; Pickled Herring $3 per bbl. ; Smoked do., 40 ets., and 25 cts.
per box for first and second qualities respectively. (The New York prices given are
American currency.)

Tory.—Prices vary: Salmon $8 to $20 ; Trout, $4 to $8 ; Alewives, $2 to $4 ; Shad, $3
to $5; Halibut, $3 to $4; Mackerel, $4 to $20 ; Herring, $3 to 85; Perch and Smelt,
$2 to $3; Bels, $3 to $5 per bbl.; Codfish, $3 to §5; Haddock, $2 to $3; Pollock, $1.50
to $2.50 ; Hake, $2 to $2.50 per quintal. Black fish and Dog fish are caught for oil ; oil
is also extracted from the livers of Codfish, Pollock and Hake, and is worth 40 cts.
to 70 cts. per gallon. Prices in general are as high upon the fishing grounds as in the
market, the merchant or trader making his profit off the goods given in exchange. When
cash ig paid a deduction of about 20 per cent. is made.

Challoner—Cod $2.50 per qtl. fresh; Salmon average $14; Mackerel, No. 1, $9 to
$10; Nos. 2 and 3, from $5 to $6 per 200 lbs.

IHemlon.—Cod, large, $3.50 ; small $3 ; Haddock, $1.40; Pollock, $1 ; Mackerel,
No. 1, 810; No. 2, $6; No. 3, $5.25; poor Herring, $3.25; fat Herring from $3 to §4,
when prepared for exportation but sbld 1n Halifax market, weighed and branded at the
fishing establishments by County Inspectors ; 200 lbs. in each cask.

Pride.—Cod, large, from $3.50 to $+ per quintal; small, $3; Haddock, $1.50;
Pollock, $1; Halibut, $3 per bbl. ; Mackerel, No. 1, from $3 to $10 ; No. 2, $6; No. 3,
* $5; poor Herring, $5.50; fat, 85 to 4 ; per bbl. These prices arc when prepared for
Halifax market at the fishing grounds.

A. Macdonuld.—No. 1, spring Mackerel, $6; No. 1, fall ditto. $10 ; No. 1, ITerring,
$1; No. 1 Alewives, $3; Codfish, $3; Haddock, $2; these are the general prices at our
markets.

Tremain.—Terring, spring H0 cts, ; Summer, $2 ; Mackerel, No. 1, $10; No. 2, $8;
No. 3, 85 ; Codlish, small, $2.50 qtl. ; large $3.50 ; Haddock, $2; Hake, $1.80; Halibut,
5 cts. per lb.; Seal il GO ets. per gal. ; Black fish oil, 50 cts. ; Seal pelts §1. Prepared for
exportation : Herringy, spring, $2; summer, $1.50 ; Mackerel, No. 1, $15; No. 2, $12;
No. 3, §8 ; Codfish, small, &3 qtl. ; large, $1to $5; Haddock, $2.50 ; Hake, $2.25;
Halibut, 10 ets. 1b.; Seal oil, 70 cts. gallon ; Black fish, 60 cts. When delivered in
market about the same prices, some times above and often below.

Ruygles.—Dried fixh vary from $1.25 to $2 per quintal ; pickled Herrings from $4
§2.50 ; Mackerel and Shad from $10 to $18 where shipped. When marketed seldom
realise more than freight, on the lormer of 15 ets. per qtl, the latter 80 ots. per bbl. when
shipped to the United States ; to the West Indies 30 cts, on the former and $1 on the
Iatter.

Donovan.— Mackerel, No. 1, per 200 !lns. §12; No. 2, $8; No. 3, $6; Codfish, large,
per gtl. $4; small, $3; Haddock, $2-50 ; inferior, $2 ; Salmon, No. 1, per 200 lbs. $18;
No. 2, 14; No. 3, $16; Herring split per bbl. $4 ; Tound, $3.

J. V. Stewart—Cod, $2.50 to $3 ; Haddock, $1.50 to $2; Pollock, $1.50 to $2;
when prepared for exportation.
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Perry.—Prices paid here for fresh Halibut average about 3 cts. per b, ; Dry fish
about $2.50 per 100 lbs.

Dewolr.—8had exported to United States rcalises there from $9 to $11 per bbl. in
gold. At home they sell for $4 per hundred, fresh, or $9 per bbl. cured.

Thurber.—Markets fluetuate so that it is impossible to answer correetly.

Corbet.—On and pear fishing grounds: Mackerel, average of Nos. 1,2 and 3, §3;
Cod, $3; Haddock, $2.50; Hake, $1.75; Herring, $3. In market: DMackerel, average,
$8.50; Cod, qtl., $3.50 ; Haddock, $2.75; Hake, $2; Herring, $3.50.

M. Macdonald.—Prices at fishing grounds vary with the cuteh, as they do in market.

Ditmars.—Hook fish, $1 to $1.50 per 100 lbs.; when prepared, $2, $3 and $3.50 ;
when delivered, §4 to $5, varying according to catch. Herring, unsalted, $1 to $1.25
per bbl.; when pickled, $3,50, $4 and $5. Smoked, 60 cts. to 70 cts. ; in market 75 cts.
to 90 cts. per box.

J. Ross.—Codfish.$2 per tl.; prepared, $4 5 tiaddock, $1.50; prepared §3 ; Alewives
$1 per bbl; prepared, $3; Mackerel, preparved, $10 5 Herring, $2; prepared, §5 ;5 Salmon,
prepared, $18.

Hatfield.—Cod, $4; Pollock, 3 ; Haddock, $2 per 100 Ihs: 8had, $8 and Herrioy
§1 per bbl.

Nicolson.— Alewives, $+ per bbl. ; Herring, $4; Cod, 54 per Ll ; Markerel accordiug
to number 1, 2 oc 3.

Sargent.—Seldom sold fresh. Cuved are worth $3 to $3.50 for Cod ; Pollock, $2.50 ;
Haddock, $2 per qtl. ; Mackerel No. 3, §5 to %6 per bbl.; Herring, split, No. 1, $4.

Mine—Codfish at the market $3.00; Iferrin, §5.

Campbell.—Local markets only supplied.

Furnsworth.—Cod, $4; DPollock, $2.75; lerriugs, $3.50.

Mo Neitl. —Grencral value, prepared for cxportation : dry God, per qtl, $5, to $3.00;
Haddoeck $1.50 to$3; Mackerel per bbl, No 3, $4 to $5; No 2, ahout $6; No 1, $8 to 39 ;
Halibut, about §2.

A. Bell.—Cod, $3 ; Herring, $3; Mackerel, §6 to $10; Ncale $2; 1alibut $ 4.

Sellon.—The purchasc here and sales abroad are governed by the abundance or scar-
city.
Y Ratchford.—Prices vary. None prepared for exportation. .

Starr.—Shad $4 to $5 per hundred fresh, and from %7 to $10 per b, salted and ready
for exportation, and about $14 per bbl. in Buston.

Kavanagh.—Codfish $3; 1laddock, $1.80 to §2.

Irish Kidston & Co.—DPrices vary according to demaund abroal.

W Ross.—At the fishing stations, Herring in bbls is usually worth 3¢, Spring Mac-.
kerel about $5, Salmon from $12 to $14, and Cod fish about &3 per tl.  As to the price
in foreign markets thosc are secrets of trade which the exporters keep for their own speeial
benefit.

McAulay.—The general price of Herring is § 1 per bbl, and spring Mackerel 23, but
when we had free trade with United States spring Mackerel brought $7 per bbl, Fall
Maekerel $3, Salmon $12, and Codfish, %3 per qtl.  The poor lishermeu lose $2 per bbl
on pickled fish they ship to United States.

Wylde.—The prices on the fishing grounds are ruled by the prices in the foreign
- markets.

4. M. Rudolf—Codfish from $2.50 10 $3.50 per quintal ; Llerring from 33 to $4 per
bbl.; Mackerel from $5 to $7 generally, and wlen delivered in foreign markets 50 per cent
above those prices. i

Question 9. Are somc of those fisheries in a backward state, and 1650 what obsta. ©
cles impede their development, and what mcans are required to foster them ?

Answers of—

Dumaresy.—The Mackerel fishery isin a very backward state on all our coasts, aund
that{valuable fish abounds plenti_fu]ly on ;1ll.ou1' fishing gl‘ouu‘ds; bu_t vory few are taken
for carrying on this fishery requircs a certain amount of eapital which fishermen do no,



possess, nor will any of our capitalists undertake to venture any risk in it, by a great mis-
take or miscalculation. It is very certain since Amecrican capitalists fit out from their
shores and come to ours and make large fortunes in this fishery, that it would pay our capi--
talists as well. If a bounty was offered, sufficient for an encouragement, by giving a cer-
tain sum per barrcl over a certain quantity of barrels, I do believe the Mackerel
fishery would be attempted. It is the same with Halibut of which we have au
abundance; very few killed, and no trade opened for that fish here, and what few are
exported are so badly cured that they are hardly saleable ; this owing to no inspection
before shipment.

Enrght and others.—The fisheries in general ave in a backward state, and are failing
fast ; within the past twenty-five ycars they have failed 200 per cent. Cause : Large num-
ber of American fishermen operating in the Gulf—1500 to 1600 schooners of from 40 to
120 tons and crews from 10 to 20 men. These are engaged in Cod and Mackerel fishing
using troll or bultow lines, each line provided with 600 to 1000 hooks which destroy the
mother fish on their way to the spawning grounds. If government donot prohibit this kind
of fishing, fisheries will be exhausted before 10 years.

La Perrelle—1In my opinion the fisheries (say the Cod) have been carried on too ex-
tensively to be now 2 remuncrative employment; it is now positively certain that those
engaged in it are in a continual state of beggary. The catch per man is declining year
by year; in this part of the county the average catch of a boats’ crew, (two men) may be
set down at 70 cwt. dry fish, which includés all the catch, leaving 35 cwt. per man, on
which he has to maintain a family and pay expenses of boat and riggiug of which the
original cost is not under $30, besides nets, seines and warm clothing &c. How to foster
and encourage the fisheries will be shown in some of the forth-coming answers.

Baudin.—The fisheries are pretty weli kept up. The way to improve them is to
encourage the fishermen,

Price.—They are in & backward state. Fish being destroyed by troll lines.

Vigneauw.—The fisheries arc generally backward in consequence of deficicncy of means
among the fishermen and the advancers. A bounty for the kind and quantity of fish
taken is necessary.

Chrasson.~—A large bounty to help the outfitting of good vessels.

Maloin.—The Americans who come to fish in these waters are a great injury to us.
They pass the limits fixed by trcaty, and cven enter our bays or comec within about six
arpents of the shore. There they take Mackerel with linc and scine. They cause incal-
culable loss to the Gaspé fisheries. Our fishermen are thus rendercd unable to take any
Mackerel. The most sucessful fishermen here took but ten barrels of this ish. OF late
the American fishermen, when fishing for Cod in the waters of the St. Lawrcnce, ncar or
rather within Gaspé, make use of troll lines. This is a great injury to the inhabitants of
Gaspé, who derive their sole support from the produce of the fisheries. This mode of
fishing is causing a visible decrease in the number of Cod. The Awmcricans prepare their
fish on board their vesscls, and the offal is thrown into the sca. In consequence of this
the fish remain at a greater distance from the coast. Lines of this kind should be prohibil:f
ed, in the interest of our Canadian fishermen. Otherwise the yield of the fisheries must
greatly diminish.

I am of opinion, as are many of the Gaspé fishcrmen, that Codfishing should not com-
mence{before tne beginning of Junc.

A. Cormicr~OQur fisheries are generally ia a backward state. Lack of capital on the
vart of traders ; the high price of materials and of salt which is never bought direct from
the manufactories are the reasons. A bounty would be the only means of indemuifying
the fishermen. °

Grenier—DPart of our fisheries are in a very backward state in consequence of the
establishment among us by foreign traders of fishing establishments. Their system of
buying and paying is the first cause of the backward state of tho fisherics. They have the
advantage of fixing the price of their commodities which is fair, but they also fix the

ri - of fish which appear to me unfair, as persons dealing with them must both buy and
sell at their price.

.. C. C. Fox.—The Mackerel fishery is not followed, but as the only obstaclo is the
disinclination of the fishermen and others to invest in it, no government action would be
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efficacious. Mackerel fishers could obtain a bounty under the “ Fishery Act” of the late
Province of Canada, but T never heard of a single vessel being put on in consequence.

Pourier —\Y es.

J. W. 1. tox.—The Mackercl and Herring fisheries are in a very backward state ; the
obstacles that impede their development are the want of properly fitted vessels and boats,
which the inhabitants here have not the means of procuring. There being no wmerchant
here having enterprise sufficient to fit one out, whilst the Americans and others come to
our shores and take fish in immense quantitics, our islanders are quietly looking on, and
not one of their vessels have they employed in this business. Nor do they own a seine
capable of taking a cargo, and in fact were it ngt for the Americans and others who come
herc in early spring, many of our islanders would not have a barrel of Herring salted for
winter use.

I am of opinion that if the Government would give a bounty upon each bbl. of
Mackerel eaught in vessels and boats fitted expressly for this fishery, many more would
embark in it.

Bourque and others.—Qur fisheries are in a backward state on account of no encourage-
wment,

Riverin—Three fourths of our fishermen are behind hand in their circumstances, and
many of them no longer able to carry on their fishery ought to have their debts paid and
to be allowed by the Government one fourth of their yecarly expenses. Here I do not
speak of the great houses of business who send off their fish to foreign countries, but only
such as employ from 10 to 20 or 30 hands, who sell all they catech and ought to be
encouraged.

Strois—The Codfishery has fallen off'a good deal within tbe last threc or four years
owing to the decrcase of the fish itself, which if it continucs will cause the fishery to be
discontinued, unless the Government should give it aid. )

Painchaud.—All the fisheries of these Islands are in a backward state. T know of no
other means than the encouragement of fishermen by means of bounties for fish of the first
quality, inspected as such; or else by allowing a bounty for a certain quantity, say for a
barge and two men, a bounty on the fish taken after the first 50 gtls. at so much per cent.

See 16.
¢ Dinzock.—()annot say that any of tho fisheries are in a backward state, except the
Salwon, which is improving fast under the present protection law. Should the spear be dis-
allowed this branch will in a few years resume its former position. All that is now required
to make our fisherics the best on the continent is encouragement from Government in the
shape of bounties.

Vallée and others.—The bounty is in our opinion an absolute necessity as a mcans of
development ; for many persons are desirous of purchasing vessels which are now much
wanted. In fact many are without means ef support for want of vessels ; but if bounties
were granted these parties would make up their minds to purchase, in fact the building of
three schooners has been determined upon.

Hon. J. Ferguson.—'i'he fisheries in this neighbourhood are not considered to be in a
backward state.

Heney.—There is a falling off every year in the quantity of fish caught. Most of the
fishermen say that this is owing to troll fishing. When trolls are fished, hand-line fisher-
men can dq nothing within a mile of them. It also destroys all the spawn fish.

J, & 8. Leonard.—All branches backward. Capital and reciprocity wanted to for-
ward business. Weirs are a great injury as they destroy large quantities ot smull fish.

D. W. Stewart.—Nonc of the fisheries here are fished to their fullest extent, except
the Salmon fishery, and that is overdone. I attribute this to want of means, a market, and
enterprising capitalists.

Robertson & Ilickman.——Fisherics in a backward state for want of capital.

C. Cormier & Bourgeois.—In order to improve the fisheries of the County of Kent
these sheuld be a quay built at Point Sapin (Fir tree Poiqt) which would be useful for
commercial purposes, and also, (with a light at the extremity) fora harbor of refuge.

Me Laughlin.—At North Head, Grand Manan the_ﬁsherx is fallmg off ; net setting
illegally may be its chief cause. Ths law of 1831 revived might improve this fishery.

Snell.—Pollock do not seem so plentiful as formerly, owing I think to the practice of

5
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seining the young Pollock for oil; in many instances the bodies are thrown away after
taking out the livers.

Tory.—None are as productive as heretofure. Mackerel are injured by the destruc-
tion of them in the spawning season, and the feeding of them in the Gulf with salt bait by
the fishing vessele. Codfish are destroycd by set lines or trolls, which take the large and
mother fish; wherever that system is carried on the hook and line fishing has to cease.
Salmon are driven from the rivers by closing up the streams with nets &ec, and spearing,
also by milldams, no opportunity being given them to ascend to their spawning grounds,
Alcwives are also seined and otherwise taken during their spawning season. It proper
regulations were made and carried out I do not doubt that the good effect would soon be
felt,

Ilemion & Pride.—Yes. Herring fishing, usually the greatest source of revenue,
has during the pasttwo years proved almost a total failure, I believe an account of the
obstacles, there being no harbor regulations to prevent the setting of nets. Nets remain
suok in the bottom from week’s cnd to week’s end,—only hanled to pick out the fish and
then let down again, which prevents the fish getting into the harbor. This is done by
vessels from Halifax County, and others ; they set their nets across the cntrance like a
fence. They also lie at anchor and throw their offal overboard, poisoning the water and
preventing the fish from coming in. A stringent law, with heavy penalties is required to
prevent nets from being kept set over Sunday, and to compel vessels to carry their offal
above high water mark. Somec think an armed vessel should be sent to enforce the law, if
enacted.

A. Macdonald.—All our fisheries are in a more or less backward state on account of
nets being left set in the day time inside and outside the entrances of our bays and basins.
Troll lines are ruining our Codfishery.

Tremain.—They are. Better boats and tackle required, and more cnterprising men.
By prohibiting bultow lines with heavy penalties for infringement and regulating the time
for catching Herring, with a good officer to supervise and rogulate the setting of nets &e,
&e., as well as 2l matters connccted with the fisheries,—who could always be on the ground
with power to settle disputes and prevent the encroachment of the more able and presisting
fishermen upon the weaker. h

Ruggles.—Yes. Require Government aid in bouatics,

Donovan.—The fisheries are in a very backward state, fishermen being destitute of
means cannot provide themselves with necessary boats, gear, and vessels. The system of
barter carried on between the merchants and fishormen, coupled with credic to a larece
extent, is ruinous to both. °

J. V. Stewart.—The fisheries here are in a backward state; should be fostered by
bounties.

Perry.—The greatest obstacle to the extension of the fisheries here is the want of
better harbors of refuge, and aid in repairing and improving our breakwaters.

Thurber.—The fisheries in this County are generally well developed.

Corbet.—Fuocouragement in shape of bounties to fishermen, and prevention of cn-
croachment by foreign vessels on fishing grounds, or arrangement by which fish may be
admitted into United States markets free of duty, oron payment of a small ad valorem
duty.

M. Macdonald.—The fisheries along the coast of Inverness are backward, chiefly on
account of bad harbors, and the Americans giving encouragement to the more hardy and
cxpert of our young men to engage with them.

. Ross.—Yes. Salmonand Alewives. Spearing, sweeping and unlawful weirs, and
want of a good Inspeector.

. Hatfield —The fishermen are poor and not able to build vessels fit for the business of
shing.

Nicolson.—Very backward, and bounty by all means neccssary.

Surgent.—All our fisheries for the past year have been in a backward state, partly
owing to the scarcity of fish, but principally in consequence of the abro«ation’ of the
Reciprocity Treaty with the United States. °

_Mine.—All of them are in a backward state, and I think a bounty would yevive them
particularly the deep sea fislicries, !



Farnsworth—Yes. The fishermen are engaged at other work to a considerable extent.

McNeill.—The fislieries are in a backward state, Cannot state the particular impe
diment to their development.

Sellon.—Are in a backward state ; for three scasons the catch has not beecn remune-
rative. The large number of American fishermen on the Banks and in the Bays catch a
large proportion of the fish to our injury.

Kavanagh.—Bountics.

Irish, Kidston & Co.—Want of larger boats and vessels and a better market keeps
our fishermen poor. Steam communication with the west is inueh required to carry our
fish fresh into market.

W. Ross & McAulay.—A little class of fishing craft properly fitted out, aud free
trade, would much improve the fishery on this coast.

Wylde.—The Mackerel fishery has been very unsuccessful.

A. M. Rudolf—The fisheries some times fail,—cannot state the cause.

Question 10.—What kind of boats and vessels, with their number and tonnage, clear
from ports in your County, to engage in the fisheries ; and what kinds and number of
vessels are required to carry the fish by them caught, to market ?

Answers of—

Dumaresy,—The kind of boats engaged in the fisherics are made, generally, of cedar
wood planking and birch timbers; their length of keel is from 20 to 23 feet, 7 to 8 feet
beam, no deck, same shape at both ends, or nearly so ; reckoned to be very safe in heavy
winds and sea. 1674 Boats and about 1559 Flats are engaged in the fisheries. The kind
of vessels are schooners of from 20 to 70 tons. There are 23 [schooners employed, Madc-
line Islands not included. The kinds of vessels cmployed to carry the fish into market
are from 70 to 300 tons. Those of 70 to 130 tons are considered to be the best size.

Enright and others.—The pumber of schooners engaged in the different branches of
the fisheries out of this County, is to my knowledge from eighteen to twenty. They vary
in size from 15 to 75 tons. The other craft engaged are boats of which I cannot give the
number, but they must amount to some thousands. Schooners or vessels best adapted to
carry fish to market would he vessels after the American model and of about 130 tons or
less. Of that kind of vessels it would require 20 to 25 in good years past, bnt not near
that figure now.

LaPerrelle.—The fishing boats are from 22 to 25 feet keel, well suited for the shore
fishery. They are open and undecked, but as they have now to go seven or eight leagues
from land, larger vessels would suit best, but in default of harbours they must be satisfied
with using small ones. In most of the Coves of this County the landing is rough and
they have to be hauled up to the bank very often, especially with the wind from seaward.
"There are no schooners or decked vessels fishing from this County, or if any, they go to
the North Shore. The number of vessels employed taking fish to Kurope from this
County, may be stated at about twenty-five of 70 to 140 tons burden.

Price—5ix schooners, averaging about 45 tons each, and 118 boats. The township
would require 6 brigantines to take the fish to market.

Vigneau.—~Twenty-two vessels sails annually from the Magdalen Islands about the
commencement of April, to engage in Seal hunting—a dangerous pursuit,~—and resume
the Codfishing in June, continuing till the end of September. Size of vessels ranges from
20 to 50 tons. The fish being bought here in great part by traders, but few are necessary
to convey it at market.

Chrasson.—Some 20 or 22 vessels leave our ports yearly for the Seal hunts and sea
fisheries. They vaiy from 20 to 52 tons measurement.

A. Cormier—20 to 25 of 20 to 50 tons each carry on our fisherics in the Gulf. They
carry their own fish to market in the fall, for their own account or for their traders. This
is a source of some little profit which should not be affected by the bounty system.
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Delany and others.—25 schooners of 40 to 50 tons and some 300 boats. About 40
schooners of same size would be required to carry the fish to market.

J. W. 1. Fox.—The boats used in the fisheries are open whale boats of from 18 to 25
feet keel. The vessels are tmall schooners of from 20 to 50 tons register. These vessels
number 22 sail, registering about 800 tons, and in which the fish arc conveyed to the
markets of Halifax, Quebee, Montreal and P. E. Island at the close of the fishing season.

Bourque and others.—Fishing boats 230 ; fishing vessels, 22.

Liverin.—Ope schooner of 35 tons, one of 22 ; two of 19 and 25 in the spring, and
at the close of summer aboutfive others of from 50 to 80 tons, The owners export all they
take except what is taken by the barges.

Sirois.~L’Islet possesses but fcw schooners for fishing. The ordinary tonnage is from
30 to 50 tons. The fish is generally sold at Gaspé.

Eden.—The vesscls that usually clear for the fishing grounds are schooner of from 20
to 70 tons burden. The vessels that carry the fish to the foreign markets are from 70 to
200 tons burden.

Lainchaud.—The vessels in use and the only ones adapted, are barges for the shore,
and schooners where there is a harbor. Of barges there’are 150 to 200; of schooners
about a score. The latter are badly rigged for want of means since the bounties have been
withheld. Cables of 150 to 209 fathowms are needed, costing at Halifax $100 to $150. The
measurement ranges from 30 to 40 tons. To export the produce of our fisheries to foreign
countries, schooners of 150 to 200 tons are necessary.

Whalen.— At present ours are very good.

Dimoclk.—Do not know precisely the number of vessels and their tonnage that clear
from the Port of New Carlisle, which comprises the whole County, but at least twenty-
eight square rigged vessels with a tonnage of 3,900 tons are cleared annually with fish by
the firms of C. Robin and Company snd Le Bouttillier Bros. they being the two largest
firms of fish merchants in the district of Gaspé.

Vallee and others.—There are in this locality 12 vessels of from 30 to 40 tons cach.

Lon. JJ. Ferguson.—Upwards of G50 open boats averaging six tons each engage in the
fisheries but do not clear from Customs. Vessels ranging from 40 to 200 tonsare cmployed
earrying the fish to market.

Matthews.~—Boats from 13 to 22 feet keel of a very superior quality to the uumber of
about 500 are used, and decked vessels from 10 to 130 tons each to the number of about 80
are cugaged in the fisheries ; and the same kinds of boats and vessels, though in some cases
larger, carry the fish to market.

Heney.—Open hoats from 12 to 20 feet keel, manned by two to threc men and boys
each. There are ahout 120 of these employed in the deep sea fishery in our parish.
Number of vessels engaged in dcep sea fishery is about 22 measuring about 550 tons.
These vessels carry from four to ten men each. ~ There are also two vessels of 75 tons cach
belorginy to and owned in our parish, but uoder American papers, and held in Eastport,
engaged in the fisheries. There have been this year three vessels of about 75 tons each
engaged in the Herring fishery at the Magdalen Islands. Rish are taken to market by the
vessels in which they are caught. In addition to the above there are about 30 boats enea-
ged in weir fishing: two men in each boat. °

J. - N Leonard.—Many small boats are used. Vessels are of a poor class with small
exceptions.

D. W Stewart.—Carval (?) built schooners, rigged boats from 10 to 21 tons are here
used for deep sea, and flats and cobels for shore fishery 12 to 15 of the former are fitted out
here annually.  The larger carry the fish to market coastwise and other vessels carry them
abroad, but none have hitherto been specially employed for that purpose solely.

Robertson.—Boats, (open) of from 3 to 8 tons used for drifting for Shad ; one vessel
of about 22 tons used in Codfishery. When exported, sent in vessels with other descrip-
tions of cargo,

Hickeman.—Boats from 3 to 8 tons used for drifting for Shad. No vesséls built espe-
cially for fishing. HKxported in vessels of different sizes with other kinds of cargo.

C. Cormier & Bourgeois.—The kinds of vessels which leave the ports of this County
for the fishing grounds are barges and schooners to the number of 200, more or less.
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E. Cole.—The boats are from 18 to 22 feet lony, and will carry about -t or 5 tons
weight. They are taken to market in sechooners and brigantines.

Mec Laughlin.~TFish taken from Grand Manan to market in vessels varying from 10 to
50 tons burden.

Tory.—Whale boats and schooners of from 25 to 100 tons are used, and the largest
of the latter and other coasters carry the fish to market. As to number I cannot answer
positively, but think about 4,000 boats and 100 schooners.

Challoner.—All boats at Aspy Bay, about 40 in number ; carry on an average about
5 qtls. fresh.

Hemlon & Pride—Boats used are from 18 to 25 feet keel, open, and schooners from
20 to 60 tons. Number not known. 'The samc vessels generally carry their own eatch
to Halifax,——some tio the United States.

A. Macdonald.—Tive vessels of 150 tons, this season from this port; also 150 boats
of from 1 to 4 tons. At times these vessels carry their own fish to market, and traders
do the same. Merchants ship by other coasters,—all schooners.

Tremain.—No record hag been kept, but from 200 to 300 annually clear for the fishing
grounds; principally for the Cod, Mackerel and Seal fisheries. Small vessels of about
the same number carry the fish to market.

Ruggles—Vary from the schooner of 50 tons to the small boat of 12 feet keel. The
former number about 30 of an aggregate of 600 tons.

Donovan.—The vessels engaged in the fisheries arc from 20 to 50 tons; generally of
a very inferior description and badly found.

J. V. Stewart.—There is but one vessel cleared for the deep sea fisheries from this
District; 47 tons register ; carries her own fish to market.

Perry.—~Boats and vessels from 2 to 20 tons, 45 to 50 in number. Aggregate, about
250 tons.

Dewolf.—Open boats only used, of say, 16 feet keel, and about 15 in number.

Thurber.—Every variety of boat is used, and vessels from 12 to 40 tons. The num-
ber of each is large. Vessels from 20 to 100 tons are required for carrying ; am not pre-
pared to give the number.

Corbet.— Vessels of from 20 to 100 tons; whale boats having two suils and other
smaller boats. About 7 vessels and 25 boats generally fish out of this port. Same
vessels generally carry fish to market.

M. Macdonald.—12 vessels from this port this spring. Total tonnage 420. Total crew
96 men ; also about 25 boats with crews of 4 men each.

Ditmars.—Row and sail boats. Number, say, 40. Tish are generally shipped in
small lots. Vessels 90 to 130 tons.

J. Ross.—Schooners and whale boats. Port of Margaree and Cheticamp,—20 schooners,
600 tons, boats S0 tons. The same vessels that catch the fish,

Halficld—~Small boats without decks ; about fifty in all.

Nicolson.—Hardly any vessels going fishing from this port this year.

Sargent.—Undecked boats with two or three sails, 800 ; Registered vessels of 25 to
70 tons, about 140 ; schooners of about 50 to 70 tons are best for carrying fish to market.
The greater part of the registered vessels do not fish on our shore grounds, but go to the
banks off shore.

Mine.—Boats about 5 tons and smaller, and vessels about 50 to 70 tons; and about
100 tons to carry to market.

Campbeil.—None.

Farnsworth.—Boats are open, and fish only in the immediate vicinity.

McNeill.—TPishermen from this County use small boats generally. Do not know if
any vessels or schooners of any size engaged in fishing. Our fishermen are generally poor
and poorly equipped. They fish on a small scale.

A. Bell—Clear in Halifax, generally.

Sellon.—1In schooners from 50 to 65 tons for the banks, Labrador and bay fishing;
sail boats not decked, and whale boats for shore fishing.

Ratchford.—None. .

Kavanagh.—No vessels clear from this County for the fisheries.
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W. Ross & McAulay.—Boats of from 15 to 22 feet keel, and small vessels are used
in fishing. Coasting vessels carry these fish to Halifax market.

Gordon.—Ti1st class buckie boats 33 feet keel, 131 ft. beam, 5 feet deep, half decked,
full bows, round tumbling out stern, deep keel, clear shear lugger-rigged with 8 oars and
manned by 9 hands. . .

Wylde.—The shore fishery of Nova Scotiz and Cape Breton is conducted in boats of .
different sizes from the whale boat to the carriage of 100 barrels. TFish are taken to
market in vessels of from 50 to 150 tons. .

A. M, Rudolf—Clinker built boats from 18 to 20 feet long, with two men,—sometimes
three and four. Vessels from 40 to 80 tons, with from six to twelve men, built chigﬁy of
spruce and tamarac. The vessels belonging to Nova Scotia engaged in_carrying fish to
foreign markets are from 70 to 150 tons generally ; those belonging to Newfoundland are
larger.

Question 11.—How many men belonging to your County are engaged in the fisheries,
and arc they expert, industrious, and hardy ? State also, what branches of the fisheries
they are engaged in, and what kind of fishing they understand best.

Answers of—

Dumaresy.—There are 5,439 men engaged in the fisheries, not including the Mag-
dalen Islands. They are cxpert and hardy ; understand the Codfishery best, also the
Whale fishery.

Enyiykt and others—The number of men engaged in the fisheries out of this County
is from nine to ten thousand. They are very expert, industrious and hardy. Some are
cngaged in the Whale fishery, others in the Codfishery. All are well acquainted with
their own branch.

La Perrelle—I caunot state the number of men employed in this County in the
fisheries, but may safely say that all the population is more or less engaged in it, either in
fishing or curing. Tlach boats’ crew consists of two men who are expert and hardy when
obliged to cxert themselves, but as to being industrious, they are not generally so; having
been brought up from father to son to depend on the fishery they have no taste for any
other branch of industry. And now that Codfishing has continued failing for some years
past, it has become an impossibility for the most of them to live by that profession.
Poverty therefore has grown to an alarming extent, and conscquently they have become
spiritless and useless scttlers, and apparently many must fall to be a burthen on the
County. As scrvants they cannot be recommended. But very few indeed are better
circumstanced, and thesc are scttlers of British origin, born in the country ; but the most
industrious are new settlers.

Lawlin~The men are generally engaged in the Codiishery exclusively. They are
expert and hardy.
Price.—~351 men are employed in the Codlishery in this Township. They understand

Cod fishing best.

Viyneav.—About 200 man the vessels, the remainder fish in boats except at the most,
half o duzen who devote themselves cxclusively to farming. The fishermen arc ecxpert,
industrious and hardy. They excel in the Codfishery, and in Seal hunting on the ice.
For sume years they have sct nets for Mackerel, with some success, especially last year.

Clrasson.—~8ome 200 men form the crews of the vessels, the others man the fishing
boats, two men to each.

Cormicr.—Some 200 men man the vessels, the remainder fish in boats exocept some
half duzen who arc devoted to farming. They are expert, industrious and hardy, when
they receive encouragement. They excel in Cod and Seal fishing. Within the last few
years they have used Mackerel nets with success, particularly last year; this year there
has been nothing caught.

(irenicr—DMost of the men in our County are engaged in the fishery. They are
generally expert, industrious and hardy. Best acquainted with Codfishery.

Powricr.—600 men,



39

Delany and others—At least 350 men. They are generally expert, industrious and
hardy. Excel in Seal, Herring, Cod and Mackerel fisheries.

J. W. 1. Fox.—~About 800 men belonging tothese islands are employed in the fisheries.
They are expert, industrious and hardy, but lack enterprise, and requirc czample, They
are excellent fishermen but indifferent masters of voyage. They best understand deep sea
Codfishery and Seal fishing on the ice, but having no knowledge of navigation do not navi-
gate out of their own waters.

Bourque and others.—2,000 men. They are. All branches.

Riverin.—About 50 men of the County are engaged in the fisheries, bold, hardy per-
sons ; best accustomed to the Codfishery.

Sirois.—The County sends out yearly about six or scven hundred fishermen, who
principally take Cod, either off Gaspé or Labrador. They arc for the most part, hardy,
bold and industrious.

Liden.—Cannot say the number of men employed. IPlease refer to Report of Over-
seer of Fisheries for this bay, sent lately to Department of Marine and Fishcries.

LPainchaud —The entire population of these islands is engaged ip the fisheries. The
fishermen are expert, industrious and hardy. The Americans pay them high wages when
they can obtain their services,—as much as $35 a month in gold, but they only employ
them for a month or two—the fishing season.

Whalen.—Over 5,000. They are hardy men. Codfish, Herring and Mackerel.

Dimock.—Over 400 men belonging to this County are engaged in the fishery, (al-
though not exactly within the limits thereof, but are engaged by the fish merchants that
are established therein,) the greater part of whom are expert and hardy. They follow and
are best acquainted with Codfishing.

Vallce and others.—About 140 to 150 who go out to fish, but there are others who
remain out of employment. They are most expert in Seal fishing which takes place in the
spring.
ton. J. Ferguson~Upwards of 3,100 men are engaged in the fisheries, and generally
speaking are expert, industrious and hardy. They find employment in the Cod, Herring
and Oyster fisheries which they understand thoroughly.

Matthews.—About 2,500 men are employed in our fisheries, and for industry, cxpert-
ness, ability to endure fatigue and exposure, and an understanding of all that relates to
the branch of business in which they arc engaged, they are equalled by few, and certainly
cxcelled by none in the world. They are engaged in anet, weir and line fishing, and
understand all equally well.

Ileney ~-About 475 men and boys in our parish. Are all industrious and hardy.
Most of them employed in deep sea fishery and Herring fishery ; all understand cvery kind
‘of fishing well.

J. & 8. Leonard.—Cannot state number. Large numbers go to the United States for
cmployment. They are engaged in, and understand all branches of fishing, and are indus-
trious and hardy.

D. W. Stewart—Iach of the boats employ 3 to 4 men who arc unccessarily expert and
hardy, but not so industrious as they might be. The shore fisheries employ but one man to
a sett of nets, who, if faithful, must be industrious, and who attends to nothing else during
the fishing season.

Robertson.—~About 100 men. Yes. Shad and Codfishing.

Hicliman.—100 men. Yes. Shadfishing generally.

C. Cormier & Bourgeois—About 1,000 men. They are skilful, industrious and
hardy. They take chiefly Salmon, Cod, Mackerel, Herring and Gaspercaux, besides exeept-
ionally Trout, Eel &c.

12, Cole.—About 300 to 400 men and boys, who are generally hardy and industrious.

McLaughlin.—About 350 men of Grand Manan arc engaged in its fishery and they
are ‘‘ expert, industrious and hardy.” R

Snell.—They are “‘expert” &e;—understand shore and bank fishing.

Tory.—6,000 men and boys. a portion of which are cxpert, industrious and hardy.
Most of them cngage in all the branches at the different seasoos. Line, net and scing
fishing is understood best.

¢ alloner.—Kighty men. .
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Hemlon.—Would suppose about 2,000. They are expert and hardy ; some very
industrious, others altogether the contrary. Cod, Haddock, Mackerel and Herring.
They understand Cod and Herring best. . .

Pride—As near as I can judge 2,500 to 5,000. They are chiefly expert ard indus-
trious, and generally hardy. Thcy understand the different branches of Cod, Mackerel
aud Herring fishing. . .

1. Macdonald.—About 300 men in this District. Yes. Principally engaged in net
fishing ; some trolling. .

T'remain.—About 5,000 men—cxpert—industrious as a general thing, and hardy.
They arc engaged in all the fisheries I have enumerated in answer S, and are expert in
all.

Ruggles.—Six hundred; are expert and industrious. Eogaged in deep sea and
Herring fisheries. . .

Donovan.—Suppose there arc 5,000 men in the County engaged in fishing. They
are. Make exccllent scaman; are engaged in fishing on the banks, North Bay, and in
boat fishing on the coast.

J. V. Stewurt.—Ouly 11 men counstantly. Others fish in small open boats occa-
sionally.

I{zrr_y,-—About 150 men. They are. Cod and Halibut fishery principally.

Dewolf—5C to 60 persons, farmers, mechanics, &e. 1lardy and industrious.

Thurber.—12 to 1,500 men ; are gencrally expert, industrious and hardy. Mostly
engaged in hand line fishing.

Corbet.—About 200 men belonging to this locality, a larce number of whom fish in
foreign vessels. They arc, in general. Some engage in one branch, some in more. In
general they understand the Mackerecl fishery best.

M. Macdonald—300 mea, this port; hardy and eszpert. Understand well the
Herring, Mackerel and Codfishery, in which they are engaged.

Ditmars.—About 75 ; industrious, hardy. Hook and weir, adapted to cither.

J. Ross.—Men belonging to Margaree and Cheticamp number between 400 and 500.
Industrious and hardy. Engaged in fishing Cod, Haddock, &c.; understand Codfishing
best. .

Hatfield.—About 100 men.  Are very industrious and hardy. Line and scine fishing.

Nicolson.—Our young men are very cxpert and hardy. They make good fishermen.

Sargent.—About 2,000, and for expertness, industry and hardinesss, will compare
favorably with any in America.

Mine—~Three fourths of the inhabitants of the County are engaged in fishing, and
they are industrious and hardy, but often get poorly paid for their labor, and often can
barely get a living,—indeed some cannot. Understand Cod fishing best.

Campbell—Only a few partially cmployed.

Farnsworth.—At this port about 15. Line fishing and drift nets. Weirs are unsue-
censful of late years.

McNewll—Cannot state the number. Depends on the eateh and inducements, as also
the necessities of the population. Many of our fishermen follow farming as well as fishing ;
all who follow fishing attempt to cure the different kinds of fish mentioned in my answer
No. 4.

A. Bell—Noue better in the world.  All

Sellon.—Cannot state the number, but they are expert, hardy and industrious in any
department of fishing.

HKavanagh.—Cannot give the number.  Codfishery.

W. L2oss—Nor vumber of fishermen employed in the County sce the census retnrns.
Our fishermen understand both nct and line fishing, and are hardy. The majority are
industrious.

M- Awlay ~—QOar fishermen understand hoth net aged line fishtue and are cxpert,
industrious and hwdy. ‘ \ ¢

Wylde—Nearly all on the seaboard and wany from the country are cugaged in the
fishery. They are expert, and some are industrions and hardy ; they are chicfly engaged
;)n tak]i:]g Cod, Mackerel, Haddock, Herriug and Alewiyes, They understand all thocse,

ranches,
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A. M. Rudolf—A large number. They are. They uaderstand Cod and Herring
fishing best.

Question 12.—Are the seines, nets, and fishing gear in use, of the best deseription,
and are the boats and fishing schooners employed built upon good models 7  Would not
the circulation of models of superior boats and vessels from port to port be a proper means
to improve them ?

Answers of—

Dumaresy.—The fishing gear in general use is as good as can be made ; the fishing
boats are, I think, well suited for the fishery, but the schooners arc very inferior and bad
models. The oirculation of models of superior vessels would certainly be the proper means
to improve.

Enright ond others.—The lines, nets, and other fishing engines in present use, are far
from being of the best material or quality, but we have to pay as if the best. The fishing
boats are constructed upon very good models, answering the purpose very well. The
schooners could be built upon an improved scale, and made much more accomm sdating,
particularly for the Mackerel fishery.

La Perrelle.—The fishing gear of all descriptions used is of the very best material, and
T see nothing to improve tlerein.

Baudin.—TFishing apparatus is of good quality, and boats constructed upon good
models.

Vigneau—To have good outfits, nets, seines, &c., as well as good vessels, a high
bounty should be granted, and good markets, such as those of the United States, should be
opened by Reciprocity.

Price.—Seines, nots and fishing gear are not of the best description, but are such only
as fishermen ean get from the werchants here, and for which they make them pay very
high prices. Tishermen generally build their own boats.

Chrasson.—They have very few seincs or nets. The vessels are pooerly built. Under
the bounty some improvement was exhibited, but things have been going back for the last
couple of years. This year distress has prevailed. The best plan would be to have a good
and sufficient bounty ; then we should have gead vessels.

A. Cormier.—The best means would be to grant a high bounty and open good markets,
such as those of the United States, by Reciprocity.

Grenter—The seines and nets in use are the best adapted for our purposes, and the
boats and schooners are built upon the best models.

C. C. Fox.—The fishing gear is the best procurable, and the Gaspé fishing hoats ave
better adapted to the Gulf fishing than any I know, but the schooners are very inferior,
being always built by the fishermen themselves, who have no opportunity of inspectiug the
newest style of ships. This would be remedied by the circulation amongst them of superior
models.

Pourier—Yes.

Delany and others.—Te seines, &c., in use are good. The boats are built upon good
models, but not the schooners. The eirculation of models, and the granting of bounties
for building, would be effectual.

J. W. 1. Fox.—Very few seines, nets or other gear arc of the best description. The
boats and vessels are built upon fair models for fishing, and good for Seal hunting.  Yes I
am of opinion that better could be eirculated, and would be a useful improvement.

Bourque and others.—None of the best description.

Riverin.—The seines, nets and other tackle are good, as well as the boats and
schooners, except those used in the Mackerel fishery. Other and better vessels are
required. The visits they make to other Ports may tend to the improvement of the models
upon which they are built. )

Sirois.~Nets and seines good. For some years past our fishing boats have been much
impro-ed.

d Eden.—The seines, nets and fishing gear are of the best description, and the boats of

6



42

the best models for a rough coast. Much improvement is required in the models of the
schooners carrying on the Whale and other fishery, compared with the_Amencan.ﬁsbe_rmgn.
Models of schooners in the different localities would be of much service to parties wishing
to build.

Painchaud.—The seines and nets are all of good quality. The sehooners are of good
quality and built upon good models for the Cod fishery, but not for the Mackerel fishery.
The schooners are 11l provided with fishing cables : without these they cannot keep their
position on the banks like the French, who have oue or two on board (these being cheaper
in France). The sending ot a schooner buiit on a good model would be useless to the
fishermen ; they have not the means of imitating it.

Whalen.—They are good. oo

Dimock.—The seines, nets and fishing gear are all of the best deseription, as are also
the fishing boats. The schoouners in use are not of the best models. A circulation of
models of superior vessels would be beneficial, and the proper means of improving them.

Hon. J. Ferguson.—The boats and fishing gear in use are of the best description.
Boats and rchooners are substantially built upon models adapted to the business in which
they are employed.

Matthews.—The fishing gear in general is of good description, and our boats and
vessels are considered of the very best models, and 1 am doubtful if there ba any necessity
for change, or room for improvement in this department.

Ileney.—All the nets and fishing gear are of the best description, as are the boats in
general, also, and well adapted for the various kinds of fishing. Some of the vessels are of
inferior models and old fashioned, but answer cvery purpose for the fishing business.
Others are built on good models and are fast sailers. The most of these vessels are pur-
chased in the United States and registered here,—made British.

J. & 8. Leonard.—Seines, nets and gear are of best description; boats also, bhut
vessels are very poor and inferior.

D. W. Stewart.—Have not sufficient knowledge or experience in the matter to suggest
improvements in fishing gear or models of boats. They are considered good by the owners,
who are ambitious to excel.

Eobertson and Hickman.—Nets and fishing gear, best description. Boats, best models.

C. Cormier and Bourgeois.—They are.

E. Cole.—The nets, &c., arc of the best materials imported from Europe. There are
1o schooners. I thiok the models of the boats might be improved.

Me Laughlin.—All good except the vessels, which are not such as can receive com-
meundation.

Snell.—They are of the best description and the boats and schooners of the best
models. The latter are divided into five classes, viz: 1si class, 22 feet keel 5 2nd class,
20 feet ; 3rd class, 18 feet; 4th class, 16 feet; and 5th class 14, feet. The majority are
finished and fitted like pleasure boats.

Tury.—8eines, nets and gear very good, but might be improved. Boats and vesgels
are built upon good models, which are exchanged whenever an improvement can be made.

Challoner —Fishing gear good description ; no seines. Always room for improve-
ment,  Exhibition of superior models and patterns will in time cause improvement.

Hemlon.—Good. Boats good ; schooners are also good but not so good as those of
the western Counties, such as Lunenburg, Queens and Shelburne, as they have the
American models, and many of their men go in the Gloucester vessels which beat the world
for lishing. Do not think any improvement could be made by the circulation of models:
still their might be some. ’

Pride.—Nets, &c., generally fair but not the best material ; boats and vessels are consid -
ered fair models, but not so good as those of Counties to the westward of Halifax. Some im-
proveesent could be made.

A. Macdonald.—On account of the failure of the fisheries these few years past, fisher-
wmen are 5o very poor that they are not able to get proper gear. Their vets and seines arc
very bad. Boats and schooners are of good models, but superior models would improve them.

Tremain.—Very fair description, not the best; boats and schooners built upon good
models, but the circulation of models of superior boats and vessols would he very desirable
and, I think. au excellent mode to improve them, ’
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Ruggles—Seines, nets &c, of the best deseription. An interest manifest as far as
means will admit, to improve in models. Encouragement from :iovernment desirable.

Donovan.—Answered in No. 9.  Good model of boats much wanted.

N J. V. Stewart.—No seincs in this district. A small deseription of nets, only, uscd
ere.

Perry.—Nets and gear mostly of the best deseription.  Boats and vessels are from good
models, but it is admitted that the circulation of good models might improve them,

Thurber.—Scines nets &c.; Yes. DBoats and vessels, good models. Think anim-
provemeunt might be affected by a circulation of superior models.

Corbet.—Yes, generally. Boats and vessels generally as good models as any built in
the Dominion. :

M. Macdonald.—The best description of nets and scincs are used, and no better ves-
sels or boats can be found in Nova Scotia than those belonging to this port.

Ditmars.—Seines and nets not much used except for sweeping in weirs. Doats good.
A circulation of good models might be beneficial.

J. Ross.—Fishing gear not of the best. Inferior models for schooners; hoats fair.
Superior boats and vessels, a great improvement.

Hatfield.—Boats are good models, and answer purpose for which they are built.

Nicolson.—Wants an inspector to look after fishing gear inuse. Schooners and boats
are pretty fair, but want improvement in model.

Sargent.—Pretty good.

Mine.—Seines, nets, &e, of best deseription, and boats and vessels of best models and
description.

Campbell.—Few nets used. Nothing but small boats required.

McNeill.—The seines, nets &e. are on the whole, inadequate, as alao boats, &e.
There is room for improvemeant. Think a circulation of improved models would be a boun
as well as an improvement. '

A. Bell—Yes. La Have vessels are unsurpassed in America.

Sellon.—The fishing gear in use is very good. Our fishing vessels are built from
good models and are fast sailers; they compare very favorably with American schooners
‘in style, safety and speed.

Kavanagh.—No scines used ; good nets. Boats are built on good models.

1rish, Kidston & Co.—Boats of poor quality. Sending models would be of no benefit,
as the means are required, not the models.

W. Ross.—The seines and nets used are good, but the boats and vessels admit of
larze improvement. No doubt but a little class of vessels, properly fitted up is what is
most required to make our fisheries prosperous and successful.

McAulay.—The seines and nets used are good. A little class of fishing craft, well
fitted out is just what our fishermen require.

Wylde.~~Seines are not much used ; nets and hook and line are chifly in use. The
boats and vessels are much better than formerly, but might yet be much improved.

A. M. Rudolf.—Seines and nets of the best deseription. Models of vessels good ;

no better any where.

Question 13.—Do the fishermen make good sailors, and are they, and should they not
be instructed in navigation ?

Answers ot—

Dumaresy.—Fishermen make good sailors, but have no education in navigation, and
no means of getting any on this coast. Some means should be given them during the
very long winters to avail themselves of that education. o

Enright and others.—Fishermen would make the best sailors in the world. They
are not instructed in pavigation but should be; it would be a grand move for the poor
fishermen.

La Perrelle.—Fishermen generally make the best of sailors, and some have acquired
a knowledge of navigation ; they are also noted for their patient endurance of hardships
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at se2. Have no doubt that if some local instruction in that art were afforded them, that
it would increase a taste for sailing.

Baudin & Stors—Would make excellent sailors, and ought to be taught the art of
navigation.

Price.—Generally make good sailors.

gation.
N Vigneau.—They make good and intrepid sailors, and constant danger makes them

hardy. A little instruction would make them master mariners, . .

Chrasson.—The fisheries turn out good sailors. The erews of the boats, after a
voyage or tWo in vessels, became as expert as the others. A school of navigation in each
island or locality might be useful for forming skilled navigators.

A. Cormier.—Yes. A little instruction would make them skilled seaman.

C'renier—Make good sailors. Are not taught but should be, and would then make
much better mariners. .

C. C. Fox.—The fishermen of the coast possess all the elements of which good sailors
are made, and their instruction in navigation, of which they know nothing, would not
only materially benefit them, but would lay the foundation of a marine that would be a
source of power to Canada.

PFourier.——Good sailers. Should be instructed.

Deluny and others.—They do. Would become skilled seamen if schools were esta-
blished.

J. W. I. Fox.—QGenerally make very good sailors; they are not gencrally instructed
in navigation, but should undoubtedly be so, as well as in practical seamanship.

Bourque and others—Good tishermen and sailors. Navigation schools necessary.

Riverin—~Yes, make good sailors generally. We have no means of aequiriny ins-
truction during the scason of navigation.

Sirois.—Of the whole number of the fishing population, one half would make excellent
sailors if they were instructed in navigation.

£:len.—Fishermen make good sailors, but should be instructed in navigation.

Fuainchaud—Fishermen make the best of sailors. It would be well and very prais-
worthy to teach them navigation. Most advantageous to Quebec, where foreigners have
the advantage of Canadians, the former having learned the nautical art in England or
elsewhere. The establishment of three schools, at Quebec, at Ialifax and at St. John,
N. B, could not fail of success, and the object is ono of national interest in the Domi-
nion.

Whalen.—Very good sailors ; there should be a good school for their instruction.

Dimocl.—Yes, but should be instructed to make them good serviceable men.

Vallée and others—They do. The best way to learn is by practice.

Hon. J. Ferguson.—Generally make good sailors but are ignorant of pavigation, If
intended for mariners, they should be instructed, but it is a question whether anything be-
yond an ordinary education would increase their usefulness as fishermen,

Maithews.—1t is admitéed that our fishermen make the very best of sailors; they are
employed ull over the world, and command the highest wages whemever known. If a
knowledge of navigation were more¢ general many more of them might rise to pasitions of
consequence and importance than already do.

Ilency.—Tighermen in our Parish and County make the best of sailors and command
higher wages than any other class of seamen. They should be instructed in navigation ;
quite a number of them are so, and are masters of ships and other vessels.

J. & 8. Leonard.—The best of sailors. Very few understand navigation.

D. W. Stcwart.——Fi?hermpn in_general make good sailors, and it is an acknowledged
fuct that from their experience in boisterous weather and consequent heavy seas, they be-
come the best helmsmen. The knowledge of navigation would fit these to take charee of a
foreign going vessel, while the use of the chart might serve them coastwise. °

Lobertson & Ilickman.—ishermen generally make good sailors.

C. Cormier & Bowi yeois—~The fishermen would make good sailors, but would need to
be taught navigation.

R. Cole.—~The fishery is an introduction to seamanship, but navigation is not required.

Do not see the use of their being taught navi-
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navigation would be of much benefit.

Tory.—Make good sailors ; arc not, but should be instructed in navigation.

Challoner.—Make good seamen. Do not require theory of navigatior.

Hemlon and Pride—Generally make best of sailors. Are not instructed in naviga-
tion, but such instruction would be of great benefit. '

A. Macdonald.—Make good sailors.  Should be instructed.

Premain.—Excellent. Very few instructed, but should be, by all means.

Ruyyles.—Best of sallors. Should be instrueted.

Donovan.—Good sailors. If edueated and instructed in navigation it would be of
great benefit to them.

J. V. Stewart.—Make good sailors, and should be instructed. Night sehoolsin win-
ter should be encouraged for that purpose.

Perry.—Are nearly all good sailors. Should be, and some are instructed in navigu-
tion.

Dewolf—A few become first class sailors and would doubtless be tho better of a know-
ledge of navigation.

Thurber.—Many of our fishermen rank with the first sailors of the world, and a large
proportion of them are considered good navigators.

Corbet.—Fishermen generally make good sailors, and a knowledge of navigation would
be a great benefit to them.

M. Macdonald.—Invariably good sailors. Very few understand navigation, whick
no doubt, would tend to selfrsliance.

Ditmars.—Some do. No instruction ; it would be serviceable.

J. Ross.—Good seamen, but require instruction in navigation.

‘Hatfield—They do. Arc not navigators ; better they should be.

Nicolson.—In general are good sailors and anxious to learn navigation, if there was a
school to eneourage them.

Sargent and Mine.—They do. Should be instructed.

Campbell.—None employed constantly at the business.

Farnsworth.—Yes, generally.  Are not instructed in navigation.

McNeill—Many of them are intrepid. Think if they were properly instructed they
would make good seamen as well as navigators. Many of them are employed by the Ameri-
cans in charge of their fishing schooners, after a few years absence from this their native
Province.

A. Bell and Sellon.—Yes.

Kavanagh.—~—Make exeellent sailors. I think so.

W. Ross & McAulay.—The best sailors spend their younger days in fishing, and fisher-
men make the most hardy and expert sailors. Navigation is not necessary for our coast
fishing, but sailors who aspire to promotion should have a good English education and a
good knowledge of navigation.

Gordon.—Those who follow fishing in decked vessels, after some experience on board
square rigged vessels will undoubtedly make good seamen. Even the rudiments of naviga-
tion would render them more intrepid when out of sight of land.

Wylde.—They make the best sailors, but should be properly instructed.

A. M. Rudolf.—@Good sailors generally. Would be better if instrueted in navigation.

-«
Question 14. How far are the present arrangements with the United States to be con-
gidered fair and just towards our fishcrmen, and what are the best means to prevent
encroachments upon our fishing grounds by Americans ?

Answers of—

Dumaresy.—The American fishermen are allowed to fish too close to our shores, and
it is not with one schooner (or sailing vessel) that encroachments upon our fishing grounds
by Americans can be prevented. The best means to protect our fishermen would be by
the employment of two small steamers of good speed, thereby enabling them to run from
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one place to another speedily, and not be away from one harbor three or four weeks at a
time, as it is at present. .

Enright and others—1 am not aware of the conditions of the treaty between the
United States and the Dominion, or the Imperial Government, or if there exists any ; but
I would say that Americans should be kept away altogether if possible. If not, and the
treaty gives them a right to fish the deep sea fishery, or otherwise, the troll should be
entirely forbidden ; if not, the fisheries are ruined forever. There is no qther way to pro-
tect the fisherics or the fishermen against the encroachment of the Americans ; and every
fisherman, whether belonging to the Dominion or not, should also be pn.)hxb!ted from fish-
ing as above stated. There should be a law to this effect, and carried into execution
rigorously, and then we may expeet the fisheries to multiply, not one hundred fold, but a
thousand fold.

La Perrelle—We can attach no blame to the Americans for taking advantage of what
the law allows them to do. It is, however, a positive fact that they are helping to drain
our Gulf of Codfish, fast. It is a very insignificant punishment to them to be prevented
from fishing within threc miles of the shore, as there is no inducement for them to come
within that distance. TFish in most places keep farther out. The adoption of troll lines,
with which they cover our banks and follow the fish on the spawning grounds, is certainly
injurious, and no more cffectual means could be adopted to cut off the generation of fish.
I, with others, bave constantly cried against this cowardly way of fishing, which, notwith-
standing, has become general. The Americans—I mean the practical men—(fishermen),
freely admit that there is no better way to utterly destroy a fishing bank, and will tell youn
that they do so because it is allowed. The fish caught by that means are of the largest size,
and such as suit their markets, where they are encouraged by bounties, and besides, always
sure of realizing a fair price for it. We have not the same encouragement, but have to
pay heavy duties wherever we export, except Quebec, which can hardly be called a market.
The price of fish at Quebec will fall from one day to another from $4 to $1%, if two or
three cargoes arrive together. T have also known French fishermen to frequent our shores
unmolested.

Baudin.~-The mother country, by her first treaty with the Americans, allowing the
latter to fish in the Gulf, ruined our fisheries and fishermen. Absolute exclusion of the
Americans being impossible, existing arrangements with the United States appear to me
tolerably equitable.

Price.—My opinion is that the Americans are not kept far enough from shore.

Vignean.—With the like means of outfit and providing everything nccessary for the
flshery, we might rival the success of our American neighbors. This would require an
ample bounty, which is in 21l cases an indemnity to the advancer.

Chrasson.—A Reciprocity Treaty with the United States would be of advantage, as
also the license system, if license fees could be collected without much expense. The
money should be cxpended on our own fishing vessels.

A. Cormier.—With the same means of outfit we could compete with the Americans.
We require an ample bounty, which in point of fact is nothing but an indemnity to outfitters.

Grenier.—To protect our fisherics from encroachments of Americans, it would be
necessary to prevent them from fishing ou the banks, as by so deing they prevent the Cod
from approaching our shores.

Delany and others—We consider the arrangements unjust. The Americans now
take fish in our bays and close under our shores. The employment of a sufficient force
would be one of the best means of protection.

J. W. I. Fox.—The present arrzngements with the United States may not be consid-
ered fair; yet so far as these Islands are concerned very little injustice is at present felt,
for were 1t not for the Americans many of our fishermen would suffer, 2s they find employ-
ment with them in carly spring at the Herring fishery, when provisions are scarce and
labor much necded ; and as very few of our people are engaged in the Mackerel fishery,
very little injury is done to them ; on the contrary they procure bait, hooks and lines for
boat fishing, which they could not obtain elsewherc.” The treaty of 1818 gives them
liberty to fish unmolested around the Magdalen Islands.

Riverin—The present arrangements with the United States seem to me to be just
and equit:ble in the nterests of both parties: But for the protection of our fishermen we
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ought to have a steamer with sufficient force to proteet them against encroachments by
Anmericans.

Sirois.—With respect to the arrangements with the United States, it is my opinion
that the Government ought not to allow the Americans to fish in our waters. That being
prevented, I am convinced we should witness the return of the Cod and the Mackerel to
our coasts. These are my reasons: The Americans who fish in the Gulf use nearly all
deep sca lines, which fishermen call trolling. By this means they take all mother jish.
Moreover, they throw overboard all the offal, which furnishes abundance of food for the
Mackerel and prevents them from approaching the shore, and so keep our fishing boats
unemployed.

Painchaud.—The treaties with the United States are prejudicial to us and to our
fishermen who fish in boats, for the rcason that just threc miles from shore the fishing
banks are situated : there the Cod is found; there the Americans have a right to come
and fish, and there all fish together. I speak of other parts, for at the Magdalen Islands
the Americans have rights under a ruinous treaty. What injustice ! or what ignorance !
This has been entailed upon us by diplomatists in England, and we feel it every day in the
year. I know of no remedy, and think we shall be but too happy if the Dominion grants
no further privilege here or clsewhere to the Americans who seck to encroach. Let the
system of making them pay $2 a ton be maintained, but make them pay! (Hitherto two-
thirds of them pay nothing and escape us) unless thcy conscnt to an advantagcous Reci-
procity Treaty. Onc is urgently necessary for IHalitux and for the bencfit of all our
fishermen in the Gulf.

Whalen—~They ought not to be allowed to fish in British waters.

Dimock.—1I do not see how our fishermen can complain of the present arrangements
with the United States, as long as the Government prevents encroachments. In my
opinion = fast steamer in the service would be requisite to make the protection complete.

Valée and others—We think the Americans should not be allowee to fish in the Gulf
because it is prejudieial to us.

Hon. J. Ferguson.—The present arrangements with the United States operate to the
disadvantage of our fishermen. Protection by armed vessels should be afforded, in
order to prevent foreigners from encroaching on their fishing grounds.

Heney.—The present arrangements with the United States arc not -considered fair
and just, since the Reciprocity trcaty has been stopped. All American fishermen fishing
on British grounds take their fish in free while we have to pay duty on our fish, or
smuggle them into the United States market. The best means to prevent cneroachments
by Americans in the County of; Charlottc is to have a good fishery officer, onec who is not
afraid to cary out all the fishery laws and regulations, and who is acquainted with the
fishing vessels and boats of our American neighbors. The fishery officer should have a
good boat, or small vessel with two or three men, to cruisc along the fishing grounds and
see that no encroachments arc madc. The overseers of the fishermen in cach parish
should be made to see that no violation of the fishery laws or regulations is mude by the
fishermen. :

There should be 2 Warden or overscer at the southern head of Grand Manan, who
should remain there constantly during the spawning season.

J. & 8. Levnard.—-There is nothing fair nor just, as they have all our fishery pri-
vileges and we have nothing in exchange. Reciprocity is most needed.

D. W. Stewart.—I have no suggestions to make on this subject.

Rolertson and Hickman.—Reciprocisy would encourage our fishermen and prove the
best means to prevent encroachments.

¢ Cormicr & Bourgeois— The best means ol proteeting our fishermen from encroach-
ments by Americans would be to oblige the latéer to pay high for a license to fish in
Canadian waters.

L. Cole.—Our fishing grounds are not encroached upon by Americans, but a Reci-
procity Treaty would be a great advantage to the business. ] )

McLaughlin.—The present arrangements with the United States are neither fair nor
just for us. A $1 license tax per ton on American fishing vessels, rigidly enforced would
be the best means to prevent encroachments. )

»nell.—They do pot seem fair, Therc are two American boats on the fishing
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Americans outside the 3 milc line would best prevent epcroachments. ) )

Tory.—Arrangements with the United States considered very unfair ; the Americans
are allowed to catch fish in Bri h waters, and carry them 1nto our marke.ts', _and we are
obliged to pay them heavy duties, which in some instances amount to prohibition. Also,
fishing supplies are imported into the Dominion duty free for the benefit of our fishermen,
and in many cases those supplies arc purchased by the Americans, (being cheaper owing
to the duty), which reduces the articles in quantity and makes them dearer to our people.

There are two remedies that I would suggest. First, the fitting out of small but fast
steamers to guard the fishing grounds. Secondly, if a bounty was granted tq our fishing
vessels, to make it one of the conditions that each vessel should keep a record of all the
encroachments by forcign vessels committed within their knowledge, anq give such
information on the first opportunity to an armed cutter which would be cruising on the
fishing grounds. .

Challoner.—United States or French fishermen should be kept outside of demarca-
tion line. Small steamers or gunboats.

Hemlon.—We do not like to have to pay so heavy a duty on our fish and haye 50
little in return. In this County we have no need to prevent encroachments by Americans
who have no nced to come on our fishing grounds, but fish on the banks 67 miles off.
All the trouble is in the North Bay Mackerel fishery where their vessels are so much
better, and better fitted than the N. S., vessels that ours cannot compete with them.
Many of the American skippers arc Nova Scotians ; they have every encouragement from
their government and owners.

Pride.—Do not consider present arrangement fair toward our fishermen. They find
the Mackerel so late in the Bay that on the return of the fish in the fall the weather is
so stormy that they cannot catch them in nets or scines. We cannot export our fish to
their (U. 8.) markets on account of thc heavy duty. About onc half do not pay license
for fishing.

A Macdonald—The Amcricaps are ruining our seinc and net fishery. ln my
opinion it would be as well to allow them free access to our Bay, or else keep them away
altogether.

Tremain—~Very unjust. The American fisherman by paying a small fee comes in
shore, catches our fish and gets it to market nearly free of duty. It istrue that our
fishermen pay no fee for the privilege of fishing, but when the fish are caught, they, as a
sreneral thing, have to export them to the United States where they are met by a duty of
$2 on the barrel, and a corresponding amount on dry fish, giving the American fisherman
a five fold advantage. In other words, to place our fishermen on an equal footing with
the Americans, they should be requircd to pay a tonnage fec of $10. 'I'he best means to
prevent encroachments would be to send five or six well manned and armed schooners,
built after the American model, to cruise over the fishing grounds and seize every tres-
passer. .

LRugyles.—Under Reciprocity provinecials were satisfied ; now the Americans have the
advantage. A vigilant guard by a Revenue vessel propelled by steam, should be established
in the Bay of I'undy as early as the 1st April.

Donoran —United States fishermen do not interfere with our fishermen on this coast.
In my opivion a moderate license fee of $1 Canada currcucy, per ton, should be collected
by all collectors at first port they enter in the season when fitted out for a fishing voyage,
without regard to their making an entry.

J. V. Stewart——In justice to our fishermen the Americans should be totally excluded
from the British fishing grounds so long as they imposc a duty on our fish. ~Encroach-
ments should be prevented by the confiscation of their vessels, if caught trespassing.

Thirber.~)’resent arrangements generally considered unsatisfactory, and those of
the old Reciprocity Treaty much desired.

Corbet.—Considered very unfair.  Cannot advise any mode of preventing encroach-
ments other than by eflicient vessels and foree.

M. Macdonald —Present arrangement with United States is unfair to cur fishermen,
and the cheapest and best way to prevent cucroachments is to authorise every master of
our vessels to seize the Amecricans whew found fishing within the limits.
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Ditmars—Cennot say, HReciprocity, I think,

J. IRoss.—Best means, heavy duty per ton.

Nicolson.~—The only way is to give our young men bounty against the Americans, so
as to compete.

Atine—They should be kept at the required distance from the shoro for the benefit
of our small boats, by some forcible means.

Campbell.—Cannot answer this.

Farnsworth.—The opinion here is that Americans have no right to fish in tuc bay.
The best means to prevent encroachments. is to keep a cutter in the bay.

JicNewl—Think that under Reciprocity with the United States there was more amity
and good feeling between the American fishermen and ours than did or will exist with pro-
tection measures. 1 nmever could understand injury to our fisherics accruing from Recipro-
city. Now, former friends will regard each other as enemies.

A. Bell.—An imposition upon the Provinces. Keep them off.

Sellon.—Not either fair nor just to our fishermen without Reciprocity as it was, and
to include our right to sell our vessels in the Uaited States.

Starr.—The present enormous duty of $2 per barrel, that our fish pay in the United
States market, is the principal cause of complaint in that quarter.

Kavanagh.—To compete with Americans.

1rish, Kidston & Co.—The arrangement with the United States is not just. It is my
opinion that unless American fishermen are prevented from fishing in our waters, it is
immaterial whether they fish in shore or off, as the quantity of bait here, and number of
trolls set, either turn the fish off or keep them from the shores.

W. Ross.—The present arrangements are very injurious to the fishing interests of Nova
Scotia. Reciprocity would make all right, but fuiling this American vesscls should Le
compelled to keep outside of our fishing grounds. If the Dominion, with the aid of Great
Britain, is necither able nor willing to protecs the fishing rights of our people, then the
sooner we all become Americans the better.

McAulay.—Very unfair for our fishermen. The Dominion should prevent American
vessels from fishing on our fishing grounds.

Wylde.—~They arc not just.

4. M. Rudolf —The best protection would be armed vessels.

Question 15,—How far could successful Seal fishing be ¢onducted in the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence and from the coast of Nova Scotia ?

Answers of—

Damaresy.—The Seal fishery on the south shore of the St. Lawrence is not of much
importance. '

Lnright and others.—Cannot answer. Seal fishieg not carried on herec.

LaPerrelle.—Canuot give any opinion respecting the Seal fishery, cxcept to say that it
will iv my opinion always prove an uncertain branch ; it is a game of chance.

Vigneau.—The success and encouragement of Scal hunting or fishing requires a bounty.

Chrasson.—Small screw-boats, such as are used in Newfoundland, would be infinitely
better for Seal hunting. Buta large bounty would be necessary, tor their engines would
cost a great deal.

A. Cormicr.—A bounty is required for the encouragement of Seal fishing. Thebeunty
shouid be $4 per ton for vessels of 50 toos up to 100, and one shilling per quintal for cod
taken by boats or small eraft,

Pourier.~—No protection.

J. W. 1 Foz.—I am of opinion that the Seal fishery in the Gulf of St. Lawrcuee
could not be conduzted with any degree of certainty of success, from the coast of Nova
Scotia or elsewhere, more than is at present met with. If it be true that the Scal deposit
their young upon the ice on the north shore of the Gulf, it must be always uncertsin When
that ice can be met with, as the Gulf is so firmly packed in the month of March when the
young seals are dropped, that it is generally impossible for a vessel coming into the Gu f
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between Capes Ray and North to pass up beyond the Bird Rocks; therefore they must

wait until the winds and currents drift the whelping ice (as it is called), down to them, by

which time the young seals have taken to the water. It is then very uncertain where to

find them, and if formed, must be in small numbers and always difficult to approach within
unshot. -

8 Bourque and others.—.By having vessels built for that purpose. . ]

Painchaud.—-Nothing more than at present can be done at Seal fishing with our
schooners. Steamers are in use in Newfoundland.

Vallée and others.-~Qur fishing generally extends from Belle Isle to Scatari.

Honorable J. Ferguson.--~Few seals appear on this coast, and the inhabitants are
unacquainted with the mode of killing them. Cannot therefore say how far successful
seal fishing could be conducted in the Gulf and from the coast of Nova Scotia.

Heney.—No Seal fishing carried on in our parish.

D. W. Stewart, Robertson and Hickman.—Not prepared to answer.

C. Cormier and Bourgeois.~—Seal fishing is not carried on in the waters of the County
of Dundas.

Tory.—Could be carricd on as well from Nova Seotia as from Newfoundland.

Challoner—Very doubtful fishery.

Hemlon and Pride.—Has been tried and proved a failure.

A Macdonald —I believe if Seal fishirg were carried on upon a proper scale it would
be successful. '

Tremain.—To any extent.

Ruggles.—Cannot give any information.

Donovan.—Do not think Seal fishery could be carricd on suceessfully from the County
of Richmond.

Dewolf.—Know nothing about the Seal fishery.

Corbet.—There could be no Seal fishery prosecuted along these coasts.

M. Macdonald.—Could not be prosecuted from this port with success.

Ditmars.—Know nothing respecting the Seal fishery.

J. Ross.—To a very limited extent.

Nicolson.—Am not aware; has not been tried, to my knowledge.

Campbell. —Cannot give this information.

Jac Nell.—Never knew of any being successful from the coast of Nova Scotia.

A. Bell.—Don’t think it would pay.

Sellon.—Seal fishing was not successful and is now very doubtful.

Kavanagh.—Yes, from this port.

W. Ross—Seal fishing to be successful in Nava Scotia requires to be fostered. Ves-
sels would require to leave in January for the western coast of Newfoundland and up as far
north as possible, then our vessels would be in the same position as those of that Pro-
vince. Would require to fit out from St. John’s during the winter, Several of our vessels
from Cape Breton have made successful voyages by following this method.

McAulay.—By the time vessels should be in the ice on the Gulf of St. Lawrence it ia
very hard for them to get up as far as they would require ;to, but some vessels both from
Cape Breton and Nova Scotia have wade very successful voyages.

Wylde.—It has never been followed as a branch of our fishery.

A. M. Rudolf —Don’t thick it would be successful. They are not found there in
rufficient numbers.

Question 16.—Are bounties to fishermen desirable, and if so what is the best mode of
making them extend to boats and vessels and the different kinds of fish ?

Answers of—

Dumaresy.—Bounties to fishermen are certainly desirable, but shoul
heretofore on the tonnage of vessels. It should extend to all fishermen so far a2s industry
deserves it. If the bounty was paid in the manner following, 7. e., so much per quintal on
Codfish over and above 50 quintals, not allowing any bounty on less than 50 quintals, th e

d not be paid as
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most industrious would be encouraged. The fisherman risking his life in an open boat
should certainly be cncouraged by a bounty as well as those going in schooners. Moreover,
none of our schooners have ever been sent with crews to fish on the fishing groucds, but
were sent into harbors where their crews were sent out to fish in boats, while other fisher-
men, fishing in 40 to 60 fathoms from thew, could not get any bouaty, simply because they
had nov been taken to that fishing station by a schooner that did not go freighting. A
liberal bounty should be offered on Mackerel to encourage that fishery.

Erright and others.—In my opinion, and this is the opinion of all intelligent and
well disposed men, the Govermment should grant a bounty to the fishermen in general.
Why not give it to those who fish in open boats as well as those that fish from schooners ?
If there is any preference it ought to be in favor of the boat man. Men who expose their
lives in open boats 22 feet'long, 7 feet broad, and 3 feet deep—the most numerous class of
fishermen on this coast, go regularly from 20 to 30 miles from the land to fish night and
day, exposed to wind and storm and a raging sea ; some half naked and many in a manner
half starved. They are {urther exposed at night when drifting for bait, to be run over by
ships and steamers in whose track they lay, and all this toil and danger is very frequently
for nothing. These are the men that I think are deserving of the bounty, and it is to be
hoped that the Government will grant it not only for future years, but for this year also.

La Perrelle.—Eounties to fishermen are certainly very desirable, but not in the partial
manner heretofore given, say to schooners only, while the shore fishermen, or those exposed
in boats remained ngglected. The fish of the latter still stands unrivalled for its quality,
but proves insufficient for the support of those engaged in it. The fish caught in vessels
is of an inferior quality and ouly tends to bring down the high name borne by the Gaspé
cure at the market. Unfortunately the boat fishermen are taxed with such heavy expenses
to prosecute their branch of industry, that they eannot live by it.

If a bounty were allowed, it should only be to parties who make fishing their main
dependence, or to none whose catch would be under 30 c¢wt. per man, of dry fish, caught
during the season. This would create cmulation and lcave idlers out. Payment should
be made on thz production of a receipt showing that he has sold that quantity.

Price.—1 do not see that bounties to fishermen are desirable, and I think that if the
money given for bounties was applied to other purposes, as repairing school houses in poor
localities, and assisting the poor it would do more good.

Vigneau.—The premium or bounty should be at least $4 per ton for vessels, and one
shilling per quintal for Cod taken in barges or other small and less expensive boats.

Chrasson.—Bounties are indispensible here in view of the scareity of capital for the
outfit of vessels and boats. They should be $4 per ton for sailing vessels, and $6 for boats
of five or six tons, or else a bounty of so0 much per quintal for fish caught.

~ A. Cormier.—The bounty should be $4 per ton for vessels of 50 to 100 tons, and one
shilling per quintal for Cod taken by boats or small eraft. But in order to diminish the
pumber of boats, (which do not form good seamen), smacks of five or six tovs, fitted out so
as to enable the crews to spend th: night on the fishing grounds, might be subsidised by a
bounty of $6 per ton. This would be 2 means of forming expert seamen. The fact of
the fish being salted at once on board, would improve the quality so as to compensate for
the shillivg per quintal. The fishermen by living permanently on board, would ecouomise
in food, be better fed, and bave less hardship.

Grenier—DBounties should be given to encourage the fishermen. 'Che hest way
would be to give the bounties to the fishermen taking the most Cod, and to those preparing
it the best.

C. C. Fox.—In my opinion the policy of bounties to fishermen is of very question-
able value. When given according to the tonnage of the vessel, the amount divided among
the crew is not generally Jarge enough to incite them to extra action, or to induce them
either to eatch more, or make better fish ; and if a sum large enough to be an object to the
fishermen be given per quintal on all fish caught, the amount required would be so large
as to he highly objectionable to tax-payers of other classes. -

Drlaney and others.—1f bounties be granted they should be in proportion to the quan-
tity of fish taken. . . .

J. W. 1 }ox.—Bounties are no doubt desirable if the public funds would admit, yet
great objection may be raised to them owing to the latitude for fraud, which must always
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exist in the system. If they were given, it should be on the quantity taken, and not on
the tonnage employed. .

Bourque and others.—Bounties desirable on each quintal of merchantuble fish caught
in boats or vessels. .

Riverin.—The bounty is frequently awarded to schooners worfh scarcely anything.
These are moored in the Bay for the scason, and being obliged by law to have a certain
vumber of men, sometimes they consist of at least one half children, or men who are
scarcely better. It is the vessel which earns the bounty, and earns as we may say nothing.
The best way of distributing these bounties would be according to the number of hands
and the quantities of the different kinds of fish taken by the fishermen. ] .

Sirois.—The best encouragement to the fishermen would be in my opinion, a kind of
bounty granted for each guintal of dry, or each barrel of salted fish, provided of course that
the fishermen should have complied with the By-laws appointed by the Governmeut.
When bounty is granted to boats only, none can profit by it but those who possess meaus of
procuring boats. .

Lden.—It would be well to give a bounty to the fisherman that catches 100 quintals
of fish, and proportionably above this during the season, but in no other way, as before the
hard working man derived no benefit from the bounties given.

Painchaud.— Bounties ! they arc abolished ! as are the free ports. It is thought
ihat in two or three years favorable results as regards the fisheries can be obtained. No
systew of prot ction is worth anything if a larger term is not fized. , I have always con-
deiuned bounties to schocners calculated upor their tonnage. It is better to base it upon
quantity, as in France, at so much per cent over and above a certain quantity of fish taken
and exported, to be divided between the advancing dealer and the fisherman, be the vessel
what it may, whether schooner or boat,—say over 50 quintals taken by two men in a boat,
or 200 quintals by eight men in a schooner, allowing so much per cent as beunty. Or
imitate the French system.

Whalen.~To allow something per quintal, to encourage the fishermen,

LDimock.—Bounties to fishermwen are desirable. It is my opinion that such should
not he coufined to large fishing vessels, but extended to the best fishermen iu small boats.
Bounties paid to vessels fitted cut for fishing should be on the catch of fish, and ot per
ton a3 at present. .

Vallée und others.—They are absolutely necessary, more especially for the seal fishery
which involves the greatest risk. A schooner was lost last spring, and others met with
sevious disasters. The bounties should be granted to the vessels, for without vessels -
nothing can be done. )

Lesperance.—The encouragement of fishermen by bounty should, in my opinion, be
cxtended in the following manner ; every boat owner fishing on «hares should receive two
shillings a quintal, of which he should pay over one shilling to those fishing on shares tor
bim for each quintal of cod taken by that boat; if the boat owner employed men on wages
to fish for him the whole of the two shillings a quintal should be pnid to him to enable
him {o pay his fishermen better. -

The owner of schoouners engaged in the Cod, Whale or Seal fishery should receive
twenty shillings 2 ton measurement, after tuking out a license from the collector. The
schooner should be reported four months afterwards to receive a certificate entitling the
holder to the Government bounty. . Schooners which only fish for three months should
only receive a bounty of fifteen shillings a ton.

The fishery having deteriorated during the past five years, the bounty is a matter of
the utmost necessity to the end that our fishermen may be encouraged to remain in Canada
instead of expatriating themselves.

Hon. J." Ferguson.—It is questionable whether bounties to fishermen arc desirable or
beneficial ; but if the principle be admitted as correct, I consider the best mode of applying
it would be to give a bonus to the boat or vessel catching and curing the largest quantit;
of fish in any one season, regard being had to the manner of ouring and the tonnage of
the craft employed. °

Matthews.—My opinion is that a certain boanty should be pail to each man who
cauglit a stipulated number of quintals of fish each’ season,

Heney.~~Bounty th Bshermen is desitables The hent raoda of distribution wonld be
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on the barrels and quintals caught by each man in vessels or boats, with a small additional
bounty on cach bout and vessel aciually employed the whole season in the fishery. Bach
person claiming a bounty should be required to make oath of the quantity of fish caught.

J. & 5. Leonard.—DBountics are a nuisance. Light houses, fog whistles and buoys
are most required.

D. W. Stewart.—Bounties to fishermen would be aeceptable, no doubt, but likely to
fall into the hands of the successful fisherman, while the unsuccessful, although equally
industrious and at similar cost would be left to bear his disappointment unrewarded.

feober son and. Hickman.—Think bounties on catch the best.

C. Curmicr & Bourgeois—It would be well to grant a bounty, and the best plau in
dispensing it would be to give so much per barrel or quintal, and that sccording to the
uality of the fish.

L. Cole.—A bounty would uo doubt be very desirable, but at the same time might
have a tendcocy to inerease the business so as to break up the schools of Shad too much.

ilcLaughtin.—A bounty on fish taken by boat fisking to meet the high duty imposed
by the American customs until a Reciprocity Treaty would be renewed, would be desirable
and just.

Snell.—Bountics to fishermen are desirable and should be given according to the
class of borts or vessels, first class drawing the highest bounty, Oop fish, so mueh per
quintal, barrel and box.

ory.—Bounties would g ive new lifc and vigor to our fishermen. I think the best
way would be ou the cuintal of dry fish and on the barrel of pickled fish. Codfish and
Mackerel would be the only fish I would give bounties upon.

Challoner.—Qur fishermen caunot compete with those who have bounty. Vide 14th
answer. '

Hemlon.—Desirable. Would recommend bounty be given per quintal and barrel
caught by vessels or boats. This is the general opinion.

Pride.—Would recommend that bounty be given per quintal and per barrel so that
fishermen of small means would derive a benefit from it. It bounty were given per ton
large vessels would have a monopoly of it, and small boats not tonned would get none.

A. Macdonald.—Desirable. In my opinion, should be extended according to quantity
of fish which each boat or vesscl would take during: fishing season.

Tremain.—Yes ; with proper safeguards that the bounties are actually caroed,
and that thosc who carn them actually receive them. How to distribute bounties isa
difficult problem to solve. I should think by a classification of boats and vessels by the
fishery supervisor, and a bounty given according to the class of boat or vessel, and the
number of barrels and quintals caught and cured, to be paid on the certificatc of the
supervisor, would be the most equitable way of distribution ; no boat or vessel to reccive
a bounty uunless a certain quantity caught. .

Ruggles.—Bountics it properly conducted may very muel encourage fishermen. If
established should be upon quintal ; on all boats under 20 tons to the operative. On all
larger vessels one third to the vessel and the balance as on smaller boats, to the erew.
This would stimulate to ecgage a larger class of vessels.

Donovan.—Bounties would be of benefit for fitting out of vessels if paid direet to the
owners of vessels or fishermen employed on board.

J. V. Stewart.—DBounties to fishermen are very desirable and would have a very salu-
tary effect; the best mode would be to grant a certain sum per ton.

Thurber..—Bounties very desirable, and should be given on all kinds of fish at a cer-
tain amount per ¢wt, to be invariably paid to the party who catches and cures the fish,

Corbet.—Very desirable. Would recommend that it be given aceording to the quan-
tity or value of fish taken in boats or vessels.

M. Madonald.—1I think Fishing Societies on the principle of Agricultural Societies in
each County giviog prizes to the most successful boat or vessel would be better than a bounty.

Ditmars—DBountles would, I think, induce more persons to engage in look fishing,
fixing the same upon quantity taken.

J. Ress.—Bouauties arc desirable.

Hutfield —They are, and my opinion is that they should be paid on quantity caughs
and not nn tonnage, for bonts would rieeivet o heorfit were that the mode of payment:

f
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Nicolson.—Bounties very much desired for encouragement. .

Sargent.—Bounties to registered vessels fishing for Cod would be desirable, ons half
to the owners of the vessels, the other half to the crews, as the expense to the owner in
fitting out a vessel for decp sea fishing is much greater in proportion than for boats.

Mine.—Bounties would materially assist the fishing interest, and I think should be on
the quantity caught, more especially the deep sea fishery.

Campbell—Caunot give the information.

Farnsworth.—I think not.

MeNeill—Our fishermen are strongly in favor of bounties. Could not suggest mode.
Perhaps a certain sum per quintal or bbL cver a certain number, would stim ulate the greater
cxertion.

A. Beli.—So much per quintal, &e.

Sellon.—Bounties are desirable, and in my opinion, should be given to the vessels
and boats employed in fishing.

Ratchford —They are. On the guantity caught and on Cod and scale fish.

Kavanagh.—On Codfish, by the quintal on boat fishing, and by the ton on vessels.

1rish, Kidston & Co.—Bounties are required, and boat fishermen should have the bepe-
fit as well as bankers.

W. Ross.—For Seal fishing the bounty should be on the tonnage, but on other fish on
the catch, that is the French system, thus doing equal justice to the shore and deep sea
fisheries.

McAulay.—Bounties are very desirable. The best mode would be so much per
quintal of Codfish and per barrel of pickled fish, the same for long shore as for deep sea
fishermen. :

Gordon.—~By a system similar to that of Scotland, and a rigid inspection by compe-
tent officers, the Government paying the whole or part of the expense, the products of our
fisheries would compete successfully in the markets of the world, and excced the supply
from all other quarters. .

Wylde.—Bounties are desirable, but lead to imposition. I cannot suggest mode of ap-
propriation.

A. M, Rudolf.—Not desirable.

Question 17.  Would not an cxpenditure for the improvement of harbors of refuge be
of greater benefit to the fishing interest than the same amouast given in bouaties ?

Answers of—

Dumaresy.~—The County of Gaspé has several harbors requiring improvemerts.

Enright and others.—The improvement of harbors or places of refuge would not be so
advantageous as the bounty, because one twentieth of the fishermen would derive no benefit
from that.

La Perrelle—This County being without harbors with the exception of Gaspé Basin,
which as a fishing station is altogether useless, nothing therefore can be done to improve
them. But small artificial harbors could be made at comparatively little cost in the vicinity
of the fishing grounds which would prove most bereficial to the fisheries, and indeed there
could be no better encouragement to the fisheries than this, as it would enable the fishermen to
get larger crafts to prosceute the bank fishery and in the meantime curc the fish in the same
manner as at present. The reason of not possessing larger boats is explained in answer to
question 10. This and bounties should not be lost sight of by the Dominion if it be desir-
ous to encourage the fisheries on this coast.

Laudin—The bounty would be preferable.

Lrice.—There are no harbors of refuge needed in this locality,

Vigneau.—Improvement of harbors is of bu" secondary impcrt‘.?mce. The small vessels
used can enter and depart with ease. Only foreign vessels, or those of large tonnage require
this improvement and ought to bear the cost of it.

Chrasson—The improvewent ol the haibors is urgently required in the interest of
$reeigrers whase vessels ave Iarger than onrsy  But they shonld themselves defray the cests
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A. Cormier.—Qur vessels are small, and harbor improvements are nceded rather for
foreign vessel than ours.

Grenier.—Tuprovement of harbors being unnecessary here, we prefer the giving of
bounties to any expenditure for that purposec.

C. C. Fo.—Most certainly. The benefit of cash bounties must depend on the char-
acter of the recipient, but no recklessness can deprive the fishermen of the advantage ol
harbors of refuge.

Louricr—Protection.

D:lany and others~We would prefer that the nioney should be spent in the improve-
ment of our harbors of refuge rather than in bounties. .

J. . 1. Fox.—An expenditure for the improvement of harbors of refuge world, 1
thinx, be of cqual benefit to the fishing interest generally as the same amount paid in
bounties.

Bourgue and others.—Improvement in harbors of refuge would be of greater benefit
than bounties.

Riverin—The condition of harbors of refuge is good everywhere among us as it is on
the north shore.

Patnchaud.— Lverything that may be done will be useless if the two harbors of these is-
lands, Amherst harbor, where are situated the customhouse and the courthouse and gaol,
and House harbor, are not improved. On this depends the future of these islands. This iy
most important. As to Amherst harbor, I do not say—dredge it,—Ltut merely blast the
rocks which close the entrance and prevent foreigners who are afraid of them from coming
in. Were the harbors improved the prosperity of the island would be well marked, whereas
now we are receding. Shall such a place as this be allowed to go to destruction for want of
sending an engineer to remove or blast a mere rock some 50 feet in circumference, which
threatens to destroy the prosperity of some 3,000 souls 7 for with the harbor a sit is the
the place is going to nothing, and if the rock were removed hundreds of foreigners would
flock to the harber, and trading houses would be established at Amherst. Foreigners areo
compelled to go to Canso to refit and for refuge, and thence flows prosperity and trade.
Let it be remembered that from herc Gaspé is out of the way of all foreigners. The im-
provement for which I ask ought not to inspire fear ; the cost would not cxceed $2,000 if
donc by contract. If not, why instead of sending provisions to Labrador to persons in need
no doubt, and spending money oz colonization roads, are not these moneys saved for the im-
provement of our harbors? the money would be much better and more usefully expended.
Herc we live by the fisheries and the harbors are to us a matter of vital importance. Asto
roads the population will always be obliged to maintain them and to open new ones ; roads are
of secondary importance in these islands. In a word if the government does nothing for our
harbors we may give up all and I say do nothing (2 else) for it would be a pure loss. The
harbors are the point of departure, on them all else depends; therefore begin at the root
and then look to the rest.

Whalen.—Yes ; it would be a greater benefit.

Dimock.—In my opinion, fishermen in this County would prefer the bounty.

Vallee and others.—Harbors of retuge are not needed in the coast as plenty of good
harbors exist. It would be better to spend the money in bounties.

Hon. J. Ferguson.—The calling of a fishermen is a dangerous one, and attended fre-
quently by loss of life ; any expenditure therefore having for its object tho construction or
improvement of harbors of refuge would be a boon to that hardy race, and a greater benefit
to the fishing interest than an equal amount granted in bounties.

Matthews.—In my opinion bounties are more desirable than an expenditure in harbors
of refuge, as we have good harbors already, both in number and quality.

Heney.—1 think an expenditure for harbors of refuge would be of more benefit to
fishermen and coasting vessels than a bounty.

J. & S. Leonard.—Harbors are of more benefit.

D. W. Stewart.—Harbors of refugz not needed in this vicinity.

Robertson and Hickman.—Would recomend bounties.

C. Cormicr and Bourgeois.—The improvement of harbors of refuge would not be as
beneficial as bounties.

R. Cole.—The fishery does not require any improvement in harbors,
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Mec Laughlin.—Harbors of refuge although desirable would not prove of such utility
as a bounty at present. Four dollara a ton tax on American vessels, and a _bounty of the
same amount to our vessels would increase our tonnage 500 per cent and drive foreign
fishermen from our shores. i

Porlicr and others—Owing o the total absence of the means of communication by .
steamer or Railway, great delay is frequently incurred by travellers from tke port of Cara-
quette or Shippegar to any of the ports of P. E. Islandjor other ports on the Straits of
Northumberland, and by fishermen on their way to the Gulf of St. Lawrence during the
prevalence of the long N. E. gales when it is impossible to round Miscou Point ; but if the
straits of Grand Shippegan were deepened so as to be made navigable for vessels under
100 tons the difficulty would be cntirely obviated. Besides, the decpening of this passage
would shorten by not less than 40 miles the distatce from this place to the aforesaid ports
of P. E. Island and the Straits of Northumberland. We therefore recommend, thatin place
of granting bounties for fish, the money be expended in deepening the narrcws of Shippe-
2an so as to afford additional facilities for commerce and the fisheries.

Snell—In some instances.

Tory.—Not in this County, as the harbours for vessels and places of refuge for boats
are numerous aiong its coasts. )

Challoner.—1t would. Would also create a very great improvement ia fishing boats ;
they would be larger and decked, and having a proper shelter to run into would remain
out longer. At present boats have to be sufficiently licht to be hauled ashore in gales
from eastward. DBreakwaters to make shelter for boats would be sufficient. R

Hemlon.—~—The harbors of refuge are as good as can be made. There is hardly a
distance of five miles on this coast without a harbor. It would be a fruitless expenditure
to attempt to make harbors where Providence has blessed us with excellent ones already.
Give us the bounty instead.

Pride.—Providence has furnished us with good harbors. I do not see that they need
any improvement.

A. Macdonald.—~Not in this District, as our harbors want no improvements.

Tremain.—By all means; this is very much required in this County. This is the
only harbor of refuge on this side of the Island of Cape Breton, along a coast of 120
miles in cxtent, and this harbor wants improvement sadly. Unless something is done to
improve it, the fisheries that are now most valuable will soon be valueless for vessel fishing.
Other harbors along the coast could also be improved, but this is the most available for
fishermen and trade generally.

Ruggles.—Harbors of refuge would increase the number of small boat fishermen,
but it is doubtful if it would prove to the advantage of the business.

Donovan.—There are some harbors on this coast that would be of immense benefit to
fishermen if made safe.

J. V. Stewart.—Bounties preferable as by that means, the remedy would be applied
to the root of the disease at once.

c Thurber.—The harbors of refuge are generally safe and commodious throughout the
ounty.

Corbet.—~An expenditure for the improvement of harbors would be more beneficial.

M. Macdonald.—The improvement of harbors on the coast of Inverness would be of
much greater benefit to the fishing interest than a bounty.

Ditmars—1I think not.

J. Ross—Improvement in harbors the greatest interest.

Nicolson.—This harbor wants a light.

Sargent.~—The coast of Nova Scotia abounds in good harboxs.

Farnsworth.—I think so.

McNeiil—Don’t know of any permanent good the expenditure of money in harbors of
refuge in the neighborhood of the fishing grounds in this County would be. There are

sowe places where such arc required, but I think the fishermen would prefer bounties.
A. Bell.—Bounties best.

Nellon.—T think not.
HKatchford.—Not in this locality.
Kavanagh.—I think not.
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Irish, Kidston & Co.—On some coasts improvements would be more advantageous,
especially on our coast as it is entirely destitute of shelter from the northward:
. W. Ross and McAulay.—One or two harbors of refuge would be of great service on
this coast, but bounties would be a more general benefit,
p Wylde.—We do not require harbors of refuge; plenty of them are accessible at al
imes.
A. M. Rudolf.—Think it would.

Question 18.—State tho different manners in which fish are taken, and give your
views as to whether fishing with * bultow ” or troll lines js injurious, and if so, in what
way ? State also, your opinion as to whether injury is caused by throwing offal or
“ gurry ”’ overboard, with any suggestions to remedy the evil, if it be an evil.

Answers of—

Dumaresy.—With the exception of fishing with bultow there can be no objection,
but bultow or troll lines are in my opinion very injurious. I have visited fishing establish-
ments where large quantities of Codfish were brought on shore which had been caught by
troll lines, and without exception every fish was full of hard roe, and not a fish in onc
instance in a quantity of 13 quintals by one boat, weighed less than 20 Ibs. By these
troll lines, small or medium sized fish are very rarely caught ; those caught are the mrther
fish which lay in the bottom in their spawning beds. (Large quantities are being cuaght
this season.) If this way of fishing is allowed much longer, our Codfishery must become
ruined. The American fishermen have owned themselves, that it is a ruinous way of
killing Codfish, but they do it simply because they arc not prevented. 1 do not think
that by throwing offul or gurry overboard any injury is done. '

Enright and  others.—The different ways of catching Codfish are, with hand line,
bottom line, and Cod seine. The hand line is the only proper way to fish. The hottom
line, or bultow, and seinc are both destructive fishing engines and should be entirely
forbidden. Troll or bultow lines are used by the Americans, cach line being pro-
vided with 600 to 1000 hooks; with these they fish in very deep water, far away from
the shore, intercepting and catching the mother fish on their way to the banks and shoals
before they can spawn. Very few eseape them, and thus not only the parent fish, but the
offspring also are destroyed. If Government don't prohibit this kind of fishing, in less
than two years the fishery will be exhausted and there won't be a fish in these waters to be
caught. Schooners fishing on the banks should not be allowed to throw garbage or fish
heads overboard on the fishing grounds. They should carry it off to very deep water or
bring it ashore.

La Perrelle—This question is partly answercd in my reply to question 14 by my
remarks on troll lines. In respect of throwing offal or gurry overboard, my impression is
that it does not cause any serious evil.

Baudin.—Our fishermen take the fish with the hand linc. Eszpericnce has clearly
shown that the Americans by troll lincs have ruined the banks most abounding in fish,
and have clearly reduced our fishermen to their present condition of want and nced. As
to the fish offal I have never believed that any mischief resulted from it. I have fished for
45 years, and have never secn cause to alter that opinion.

Price.—Fish arc taken here with hand lines, also with troll lines, but troll lines are
very injurious as they take all the mother fish. Throwing offal overboard is also injurious
to Codfish.

Vigneau.—Troll lines should be prohibited ; they have ruincd our fisheries. Know
nothing of the effect of throwing fish offal into the sca; it woull be very difficult to pre-
vent the practice. )

Chrasson.—Herring are caught here with net and seive; Mackerel with nets in
June, and afterwards with jig line; Cod with hand lines. Trolls or sct lines should be
prohibited ; they ruin the fishing. In the Gulf it is almost impossible not to throw the
offal into the sea in deep water, when the currents soon dJispersc it and scatter it over the |
bottom, I see no injury to result from it here,
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A. Cormicr. Troll lines have ruined our fisheries.

Grenier.—Cod are taken by means of hand ground lines, which are to be recommended
as the best. The throwing of offal into the water should be forbidden. It would be better
to put it upon the land instead of allowing it to be wasted upon the beach. . .

C. C. Fox.—The fishermsn I have spoken with are almost unanimous in_their
disapproval of « bultow” lines, but the Canadian fishermen argue  Most of the banks
“ are outside the three mile limit, if we are prevented using these lines, foreigners WIH
« gtill do so, and thus the fishery will be ruined all the same, and we shall suffer the most.

Delany and others—The use of troll lines should be prohibited. None but large fish
are taken in this way and reproduction is prevented. The throwing of offal overboard
should be punished by fine and imprisonment.

J. W. 1. Fox.—TFish are taken with hook and hand lines, seines and nets, and ocea:
sionally set lines are used by our people. The Americans and Nova Scotians use both to
a great extent. Bultow, troll, or set lines are considered very injurious, as they destroy
all the large, or mother fish when coming into shoal water to spawn in the spawning season.
Tho throwing of gurry on the fishing ground is no doubt injurious, yet I can hardly offer
a suggestion as to the remedy of the evil, as it is impossible for vessels fishing in the
middle o