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Introduction 

I n 1985 , a survey of sport fishing 
in Nova Scotia was conducted to 

provide basic information on the im­
portance of the recreational fishery to 
the public , anglers, the sport fishing 
industry and to fisheries manage­
ment agencies. The survey was con­
ducted by the Wildlife Division of 
the Nova Scotia Department of 
Lands and Forests in cooperation 
with the Surveys Unit, Economic 
and Commercial Analysis Directorate 
of the federal Department of Fish­
eries and Oceans , Ottawa . 

The 1985 survey is the third in a 
series of studies that has been carried 
out at five-year intervals. The sur­
veys are part of a nationally coordi­
nated study conducted by all of Can­
ada's provincial and territorial sport 
fisheries agencies and several regional 
offices of the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans . The results of the 1985 
survey for Nova Scotia are sum­
marized in this bulletin. 

Seventy-five percent (989) of the 
questionnaires sent to persons who 
had purchased angling licences in 
Nova Scotia in 1985 were completed 
and returned to provide the basis for 
the information given in this report . 
The report highlights the major 
find ings . 

The Resource Base 

T here are 38 species of fish which 
inhabit the fresh water of Nova 

Scotia as well as some 300 marine 
species. Of these, approximately one 
dozen of each g roup are of interes t ro 
anglers. The main freshwater spe­
cies include four spec ies of trout, 

Atlantic salmon and smelt. White 
and ye ll ow perch , bullheads and ee ls 
are widely disrr ibuted and reg ionall y 
ang lers may seek chain pickerel, 
smallmouth bass and romcod. Ma­
rine species such as mackerel, cod, 
pollock , flounder and tuna are also 
available. Overall , brook trour is the 
mos t hig hl y preferred and sought 
after species in Nova Scotia. 

Nova Scotia's 55,000 square kilo­
meters (21,400 square miles) in­
cl udes abou t 6, 700 lakes, 100 rivers, 
innumerable brooks and 7 ,442 kilo­
meters (4,625 miles) of coasrline. 
Most of the lakes and ri vers are 
small and relative ly infertile but the 
proximity of producrive es tuari es and 
marine hab itat conrr ibute to the 
prod ucrion of some trophy-sized fish 
among anadromous species. 

Most of the fresh water in Nova 
Scotia receives some angling pressure 
every year and overexploiration is a 
ser ious problem in the most accessi­
ble areas. There is litrle true wilder­
ness fishing although some areas are 
still remote enoug h ro prov ide a re­
warding experience. 

Angler Profile 

T here were 78,095 licensed an­
g lers* in Nova Scotia in 1985, 

97 % (7 5,806) ofwhom were resi ­
dents of the province (Table l). Ap­
proximately 87 % of res idents and 

* res idenr ang lers under rhe age of l8 or 
over 64 do nor requi re a general fish­
ing li cence. 

Table l. Numbers and characrerisrics of anglers in ova Scoria in 1985. 

Nonresident 

Resident Canadian Other Total 

Total Licensed Angling Population 
- Adults 5,806 1,030 1,259 78,095 

Licensed Salmon Anglers 5,050 194 594 5,838 

Active Adult Anglers 
- Males 57 .662 9l0 l, 155 59,727 

(Average Age, Years) 38 42 48 38 
- Females 8,243 61 85 8,389 

(Average Age, Years) 38 42 42 38 
Tora! 65,905 971 1,240 68,116 

Resident Anglers 
Over 64 Years of Age 4,000 - - 4,000 

Children (under 18)* 29,649 243 170 30,062 

Tora! Active Anglers* 
- Ail Ages 99.554 1,214 1,4 lO l02,178 

* On ly includes households which had li censed ang lers. The rota i number of anglers under 
the age of 18 was estimated at 112 ,000 in 1974 . 
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97o/r of the 2,289 nonresidenrs 
fishc::d. As well , 30,062 young peo­
ple under the age of 18 living in 
li censed angle r's households also 
fished, bringing the estimated popu­
lation of active anglers in licensed 
households ro 98, 178. The number 
of ang lers under the age of 18 is 
quite large, and their impact on the 
sport fishing of Nova Scotia is con­
siderable. They are not covered in 
this survey. 

Eighty-seven percent of the active 
residenr adult anglers and 93% of 
the active nonresident ad ult angle rs 
were male (Figure 1). The average 
age of ail anglers was 38 years. 

Approximately 45% of the non­
residenr anglers were Canadians , 
mainly from Ontario and ew 
Brunswick . Almost ail the remain­
ing nonresidenrs were from the 
United States who came, fo r the 
most part , from the New England 
and Mid-Atlantic States (Table 2 and 
Figure 2). 

Fishing Effort 

A ngling was a major recreational 
activity in Nova Scotia in 1985. 

Licensed residenr ang lers fished an 
average of 18.2 days, wh ite nonresi­
denrs spenr an average of 6. 5 days at 
their sport. Anglers who reporred 
purchasing a salmon licence fished 
considerably more than average with 
residenrs fishing 32. days and non­
residents 7.2. 

In 1985 , 1 icensed ang lers devoted 
a toral of l.2 million days to sport 
fishing in l ova Scotia (Table 3). Of 
these, 184, 000 were reporred ro have 
occurred in sa it water. o estimate 
of effort could be made for angle rs 
under 18 years of age or over 64. 

Residenr ang ler effort was hig hest 
in Halifax and Cape Breron counries 
(Tab le 3 and Figure 3). Nonresidenrs 
preferred Inverness Counry, where 
they expended 30% of their fishing 
effort. Overall, Halifax, Cape Breron 
and Guysborough cou nries were the 
mosr heavil y fi shed. The balance of 
the angling effort was fai rl y equally 
disrributed among the other 15 
counries of the province. 

Fig. 1. ex composi ti o n of acrive angle rs. 

A) Rtsi<lenr 

Males 
87. 5'.K 

65 .905 acr ive anglrrs. 

B> Nonresi<lenr 

Males 
93.4% 

2,211 acr ive ang lers. 

Table 2. Origin of nonres idenc licensed anglers in Nova Scoria in 1985. 

Province-Stace Group 

Canadian 
N ewfoundland-Labrador 
Prince Edward Island 

ew Brunswick 
Que bec 
Ontario 
Manicoba 

askacchewan 
Alberta 
British Columbia 

orchwesc Terricories 

Canadian Total 

N on-Canadian 
New Eng land , U .S.A. 
Mid-Adantic , U. S.A. 
East North Central, U .S.A. 
West N orth Central, U .S.A. 
Mountain , U .S.A. 
Pacifie, U .S.A. 
South Atlantic , U.S.A. 
East South Central, U. S.A. 
West South Central , U.S.A. 
Europe 

Non-Canadian Total 

Grand Total 

Sixty-four percent of residenr an­
g lers fished in only one counry, 
while 25 o/r fished in two cou nties 
and l 1% in more than two. For non­
res idents the comparable figures were 
64 %, 23 % and 13 % . Among an-

No. % 

6 0.3 
86 3. 8 

176 7.7 
88 3.8 

497 2 l.7 
8 0.3 
8 0.3 

98 4.3 
47 2. 1 
16 0.7 

1,030 45.0 

522 22. 8 
315 13. 8 
109 4.7 
50 2. 2 
26 1. l 
11 0.5 

172 7. 5 
7 0.3 

36 1. 6 
11 0. 5 

1,259 55 .0 

2,289 100.0 

g lers who reporred purchasing a 
salmon licence, 46% fished in one 
counry, 23 % in two counries and 
3 1% in more than two. This indi­
cates that salmon ang lers rravel more 
for rheir fishing and this is verified 



Fig. 2. Regional discribucion of Uniced Scares residems who held Nova Scoria angli ng licences in 1985. 
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Table 3. Angling efforc (in angler-days) by councy in Nova Scocia in 1985. 

Councy Fished Days Fished 

Resident Nonresident Tora! 

No. % No. % No. 

1. Yarmouch 26,626 2.2 303 2.0 26,929 
2. Digby 31,250 2.6 324 2.2 31, 574 
3. Annapolis 45,843 3.8 27 1 1.8 6, 114 
4 . Kings 58,094 4.8 180 1.2 58,274 
5. Hanes 55 ,232 4.6 227 1. 5 55,459 
6. Cumberland 66,366 5. 5 1,375 9.4 67 '741 
7. Colchescer 48,586 4. 1 1, 192 8.4 49,778 
8. Piccou 81,6 15 6.8 338 2.3 8 1,953 
9. Ancigonish 24,822 2. 1 386 2.7 25,208 
10. Inverness 49, 087 4. 1 4,3 19 29.8 53,406 
11. Vicroria 63,888 5.3 385 2.7 64,273 
12. Cape Breron 156,587 13.0 859 5.9 157,446 
13. Richmond 22, 151 1.8 548 4.0 22,699 
14. Guysborough 91,902 7.6 1,532 10.6 93,434 
15. Halifax 260,873 21.8 1,383 9. 8 262,2 56 
16. Lunenburg 79,267 6.6 483 3.3 79,75 0 
17 . Queens 24,232 2.0 250 1.7 2 ,482 
18. Shelburne 15,053 1. 3 105 0.7 15, 158 

Tora! 1,201,474 100.0 14,460 100.0 1,215,934 

EA T NORTH 
CENTRAL 

4.7 % 

% 

2.2 
2.6 
3.8 
4.8 
4.6 
5.6 
4. l 
6.7 
2. l 
4.4 
5.3 

12.9 
1.8 
7.6 

21. 7 
6.6 
2.0 
1. 2 

100.0 

by their reports on distances trav­
elled. T he average angler in Nova 
Scotia drove 342 miles for fishing 
purposes in 1985 while those who 
purchased a salmon licence averaged 
862 miles. 

In most counties, the majority of 
fishing effo rt by Nova Scotian an­
glers was expended by residenrs of 
those counties (Table 4 ). For exam­
ple, in Cape Breton county 96. 8 % 
of the effort in that county was ex­
pended by residents of the county. 
By contrast, in Vicroria county only 
17. 8 % of the effort was by residents 
of that county. 

Anglers were speci ficall y asked if 
they fished in the Bras d 'Or Lake in 
Cape Breron and responses revealed 
thar 4,497 residents and 62 nonresi­
denrs fis hed there a roral of 3 5 , 954 
days. They also indicated that on 
average ova Scotian anglers fishing 
in fresh water spent 4 % of their 



Fig. 3. Angling effort by county in Nova Scotia in 1985 . 

30 

28 

26 

24 

22 

"' 20 
>-
(U 

18 -0 
~ 
V 

16 ~ 
c 
"' 14 ..... 
0 

t\::: 12 

10 

8-

6 -

4 

2 

0 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Couney Fished (Refe r rn Tab le 3) 

12 11 
'.) 14 15 16 17 18 

D Residenr D onresident D Ali Angle rs 

Table -1. Percent of fis hing effort for each county by residents of the coun ty and anglers from ocher counries. 

Counry Effort b y 
Fished County 

Residents 

in-

Cape Breton 96.8 
helburne 95. 1 

Kings 88. 1 
H ali fax 85.4 
Yarmouth 85 .2 
Pictou 85. l 
H anes 81. l 
Dig by 80.0 
Cumberland 77.8 
Lunenburg 69.4 
Colchester 69.4 
Queens 65.7 
Annapolis 59.8 
I nverness 55.4 
Aneigonish 40 .5 
R ichmond 32 . 7 
Guysboroug h 28.2 
Victoria 17.8 

rime in lakes and 53 % of rheir rime 
in rivers and srreams . Predicrably, 
res idenr salmon anglers fished in 
rivers and srreams 7 1% of the rime 
while nonresidenr salmon ang lers 
spenr 98% of their rime rhere. 

Effort By Res idenrs of 
Othe r Counries 

ls r 2nd 

9t 

H alifax l.8 Inverness 
H ali fax 4. 1 Cape Breton 
Hanes 5.3 Lu nenburg 
H anes 7.9 Colchester 
D igby 4. 1 Kings 
H ali fax 9 .6 Colchester 
H ali fax 12.9 Colchester 
Yarmouth 8. l Annapolis 
Colchester 15.6 H alifax 
H ali fax 16.7 Hanes 
Cumberland 12.7 H alifax 
Lunenburg 23. 0 Kings 
Kings 2 1. 2 H alifax 
Cape Brernn 31. 2 H ali fax 
Pictou 44.9 Cape Brernn 
Cape Breton 56.9 Inverness 
Piccou 36.8 H ali fax 
Cape Breton 77. l H ali fax 

Baie was the mosr popular gear 
type for residenr anglers whi le non­
residenrs p referred fly fishing (Table 
5). As mig hr be expecred, borh resi­
denr and nonresidenr salmon anglers 
spenr mosr of rhei r rime fly fishing. 

3rd 

7r % 

l. l Kings 0 .3 
0 .7 - -
3.5 Halifax 1.9 
3.3 Pictou 2 .4 
4. 1 H alifax 3 .7 
2.9 H anes 0 .9 
2.4 Cumberland 1. 4 
7.7 K ings 4. 6 
2.9 Pictou 1.2 
5. 7 Kings 4 .7 
9.4 H anes 6 . 5 
6.3 Halifax 2. 7 
7.9 Queens 4 .8 
9.3 Victoria 1.6 
5 .7 Halifax 4. 0 
6 .4 Colches ter l.5 

13.2 Ane igonish 12 .6 
2.7 Colchester 1.2 

I n 1985 , 1 icensed anglers caughr an 
esrimared 5. 6 million fish of ail 

species and rerained 4 . 6 mi Ilion , for 
a total of 2.3 million pounds or 1.0 



Table 5. Percencage of cime using gear types in Nova Scocia in 1985. 

% of Time 
Licence Salmon Lure 

Type Licence & 
Lure Baie Baie Fly 

Resident Yes 4.9 12.7 12.3 70 . l 
No lO .O 48.6 28.5 12.9 
Total 9.6 46.0 27.3 17. l 

Nonresident Yes 0.3 0.6 0.9 98.2 
Canadian 0 12. l 37.0 23.6 27.3 

Total 9.7 29.7 19. l 4 l.5 
onresident Yes 3. 1 0.7 l. 5 94.7 

Other No 25.6 3.6 8.5 38.6 
Total 15 .0 13.9 5. 1 65 . 1 

TOTAL 9.7 45.2 26.8 18. 3 

Table 6. Numbers of fish caught by species by licensed anglers in Nova Scocia in 1985. 

1 Fish Species Residenc Nonresidenc 

Brook Troue 2,267 ,2 11 28,484 
Rainbow Troue 274,724 2, 159 
Brown Troue 63,901 1, 162 
Atlantic Salmon 23, 114 1,208 
Smallmouth Bass 78,843 2, 192 
Yellow Perch 163 ,0 18 1,246 
White Perch 30,01 9 739 
Chain Pickerel 1, 201 -
Smelt 1,858,225 1,213 
Macke rel 323,022 4,538 
Scriped Bass• 18,606 22 
Cod 13 1,8 19 1,097 
Flounder 52,7l0 498 
Pollock 82,386 l ,650 
Ocher Species 171,530 243 

Total Number Caught 5,540,329 46,451 

• Sorne confusion likely wich White Perch. 

Table 7. Numbers of fish recained by species by licensed anglers in Nova Scotia in 1985. 

m illion kilograms (Tables 6 and 7). 
Smelt , brook rrour and mackerel 
were the species most frequently 
taken, with smelt and brook troue 
alone accounting for 77CX: of the har­
vest by number (Figure 4). Residenr 
anglers caug ht 99% of ail fish . Of 
the 67 fis h retained , on average, 27 
were smelt , 2 5 were brook troue and 
5 were macke rel. Table 8 breaks 
down res ident angler efforr and 
catch by species. Brook trour were 
fished by 81% of resident ang lers 
while only 2 .8% fis hed fo r white 
perch . The catch per day ranged 
from 3 1 for smelt ro O. l for Atlantic 
salmon. 

Total 

2,295,695 
276,883 
65,063 
24,322 
81,03 5 

164,264 
30,758 

1,20 1 
1,859 ,438 

327, 560 
18,628 

132,9 16 
53,208 
84,036 

171,773 

5,586,780 

Fish Species Residenc Nonresidenc Total 

Brook Troue 1,695,971 15,904 1,711,875 
Rainbow Troue 227,477 1,288 228, 765 
Brown Troue 48,836 392 49,228 
Atlantic Salmon 9,017 410 9,427 
Smallmouth Bass 17 ,97 5 32 18,007 
Yellow Perch 55 ,022 210 55,232 
White Perch l0,813 723 l l ,5 36 
Chain Pickerel 1,092 - 1,092 
Smelt 1,844,463 1,205 1,845,668 
Mackerel 32 1, 106 4,368 325,474 
Striped Bass• 8,772 - 8,772 
Cod 117 ,509 872 118,381 
Flounder 51,588 41 1 51 ,999 
Pollock 23,074 220 23,294 
Ocher Species 134, 148 11 2 134,260 

Total Number Retained 4,566,863 26, 147 4,593,0 10 

Weighc of Fish Retained 2,2 58, 777 20,367 2,279, 144 
(i n lbs) 

"' Sorne confusion likely wich White Perch. 



Fig. 4. Proportion of fish (by number) recained by accive licensed anglers in Nova Scocia in 1985. 

Ocher Spec ies 15. 5% 

Rainbow Troue 4 .9% Smelr 
Cod 2.6% 

Species 40.2% 
Yellow Perch 1. 2% 
Flounder 1. 1 % 15 .5% 

Brown Troue 1. l 'k 
Pollock 0.5 /ff 
Smallmoueh Bass 0.4% 
Whi ce Perch 0.3 % Brook 
Arlanric Salmon 0.2% Troue 
Srriped Bass 0.2 % 37 .2% 
Chain Pickerel 0. 1% 
Ocher 2. 9 '1f 

Table 8. Number of aceive residenr anglers who reporced fishing for each species, number of days fished by species and cacch by 
species in Nova Scoeia in 1985. 

No. % Number 
Species of of of 

Anglers Anglers Days 

Brook Troue 53,418 81. 1 671,081 
Rai nbow Troue 20 ,068 30.5 188,574 
Brown Troue 8,359 12.7 87,957 
Arlanric Salmon 4,433 6.7 78,257 
Smallmouch Bass 3,668 5.6 2 1,037 
Yellow Perch 3,688 5.6 28,950 
Whiee Perch 1,828 2.8 9,048 
Smelr 8,378 12.7 57,233 
Macke rel 9,315 14. l 52,863 
Srriped Bass** 3,5 11 5.3 21,094 
Cod 4 ,886 7.4 28,599 
Flounder 2,999 4.6 17,289 
Pollock 3,499 5.3 19,340 
Ochers 5,088 7. 7 65,072 

* Caughe and reeained 
**Sorne confusion likely wieh Whiee Perch. 

Table 9. Angler preference by species in Nova Scoeia in 1985. 

Preference Resident Preference Nonresidenr Preference 
Order Racing Racing 

1 Brook Troue 49.5 Brook Trour 39.9 
2 Rainbow Troue 14. 1 Atlanric Salmon 30. l 
3 Arlanric Salmon 10.4 Rainbow Troue 9.4 
4 Brown Troue 6 . l Brown Troue 7.8 
5 Mackerel 6 .0 Smal lmourh Bass 4.0 
6 Smelr 4.0 Mackerel 2.3 
7 Smallmourh Bass 3.2 Seriped Bass 1.5 
8 Srriped Bass 1. 8 Flounder 1. 5 
9 Cod l.4 Cod 1. 2 
10 Perch 1. 1 Perch 0.6 
11 Ali Orhers 2.4 Ail orhers 1. 7 

Days/ 
Angler 

12.6 
9.4 

10.5 
17.6 
5.7 
7.8 
4.9 
6.8 
5.7 
6.0 
5.9 
5.8 
5.5 

12.8 

Cacch*/ Catch*/ 
Day Angler 

2.5 3L7 
1.2 11. 3 
0.6 5.8 
O. 1 2.0 
0.9 4.9 
1. 9 14.9 
1. 2 5.9 

31.0 220.2 
6 . 1 34.5 
0.4 2.5 
4. 1 25.8 
3.0 17.2 
1. 2 6.6 
2. 1 26.4 

L ~ 

B rook trout was the preferred spe­
cies fo r both resident and non­

resident anglers in ova Scotia in 
1985 (Table 9). Rainbow trout was 
voted second spot by residems with 
Atlantic salmon third. This order 
was reversed among nonresidems. 
The salmonid family won 80% of 
che voces by residems and 87 % for 
nomes ide ms. 

le · 

M ose resident anglers who held 
Nova Scoria fishing li cences in 

1985 had also fished in che province 



i~ 198 1 (Tab le 10), however, only 
35 9f of nonres idenr ang lers had 
done so. Two- rhirds of the res idents 
and one quarrer of the nonres idents 
had been fis hing in N ova Scoria ar 
r ~1e rime of t he prev ious survey 5 
years ago . 

Tuble 10. Fishing activity in Nova 
Scotia in the last five years 
(based on angler population 
in 1985). 

Year of Resident Non- Ali 
Activity resident Anglers 

% % % 

1980 67.8 23.9 66.5 
1981 69.9 23.9 68.5 
1982 73.9 28.3 72.6 
1983 78 .9 33.2 77 .6 
1984 80 .7 34.7 79 .4 

For 201?f of nonres ident ang lers , 
::>va Scoria was rhe only phce rhey 

fis hed in 1985. Fewer rhan 4, 000 
resident ang lers (511f of li censed 

ad ulr ang lers) fished ourside ova 
Scoria in 198 5, generall y while on 
vaca ti on . O f rhese, 44 % fi shed in 
Newfoundland , 249f in ew Bruns­
wick and 16% in Ontari o. O nly 119f 
fis hed ou rside Canada. 

N ontesident ang lers made 8, 188 
trip ro N ova Scotia in 1985, or 
about 3.6 trips per ang ler (Table 11 ). 
Fishing ac ri viry occurred on 401,/f of 
ail rri ps ang lers m ade ro the prov­
ince. For 90% of rhe tr ips on wh ich 
rhey fi shed , fishing was ei rher rhe 
main or secondary reason fo r v isiring 
rhe province . Sevenry-nine percent of 
rheir fishing trips ro rhe province 
las red m ore rhan a day (rhe average 
leng rh of an overnig ht fis hing trip 
was 13 nig hrs ). On rhese trips rhey 
stayed m osrly w irh fri ends and rela­
tives ( 4 1 % of rhe rime) or ar cor­
rages (17 lff of rhe rime). 

Residents and nonres idenrs alike 
li sred water qualiry as the sing le 
m osr important fac ror rhar conrrib­
uted ro rhei r enjoyment of a day of 
sport fi shing in Nova Scoria (Tabie 
12 and Fig ure 5). Second on rheir 

Table 11. Trip characteristics of nonresidenc ang lers in Nova Scotia in l 985 . 

Characteristics 

Trips co ova cotia - Ail Reasons 
Fishing Trips co ova Scotia 

Days Spent For Ail Reasons 
Days Fished 

Fishing Trips - Main Reason for Visit 
- econdary Reason 
- Decided Upon Afrer Arrivai 

Day Trips for Fishing 
Overnight Trips for Fishing 

Accommodation Used on Overnighc Trips 
(% of nights) 

Friends and Relatives 
Tenc or Trailer 
Cottages 
Camping in Provincial Parks 
Camping on Crown Land 
Camping in Commercial Camp Grounds 
Fishing Lodge or Camps 
Commercial Accommodation 
Other Accommodation 

Number 

8, 188 
3,292 

40 

4 1,940 
14,460 

34 

1,508 
l,445 

252 

685 
2,607 

4 1.3 
13.4 
17.4 
2.5 
1.1 
4. 7 
3. 7 

13. l 
2.8 

lisr was rhe narural beaury of the 
province . For residenr ang lers , rhe 
opportuni ry ro fish fo r wild (as up­
posed ro harchery) fish was rhe rhird 

mosr important facro r, whil e non­
res idents cons· dered access ro wilde r­
ness areas as being very important . 
Other important facrors were rhe 
chance ro escape from rhe workday 
routine, favo urable wearher condi­
tions , success in carchi ng rhe des ired 
spec ies, rhe size of rhe fis h caug hr 
and privacy from orher fishing par­
ti es . Ang lers asc ribed lirrl e impor­
tance ro carching fi sh fo r food and ro 
the num ber of fish caug hr . Salmon 
ang lers onl y vari ed slig hrl y from rhe 
rankings assig ned by rhe ave rage an­
g ler. 

Respondenrs were req ues ted ro 
choose one of fo ur managem ent op­
tions if fi sh populations were declin­
ing in parri cular areas due to over­
fishing (Table 13). Residents favored 
shorter seasons and size li mirs while 
nonres idents li ked "ca tch and re­
lease" and lower bag limirs . Ang lers 
who purchased salm on licences 
wanted "ca tch and release" and size 
limits. For res idents m osr of the 
"orher" ca regory reques red srocking 
fo r a rota i of 6. 5% of respondents. 

In 198 5, 59% of res ident ang lers 
also hunted in rhe provi nce . Twenry 
percent were invo lved in nature pho­
rog rap hy, 191?f in bird warching and 
319f in feeding wildl ife. Ali ro ld , 
79% of resident ang lers were in­
vo lved in wildlife re lared acriviries 
bes icles fishing in 1985. Approx i­
marely l 19f of N ova Scoria ang lers 
were m embers of a national or pro­
vincial wild life organiza rion or local 
fish and game club . Salmon ang lers 
reporred a parti cipation rare of about 
409f . 

·1 l 1 

I n 198 5, ang lers spent S 15 . 2 mil­
li on in l ova Scoria on ac riviri es 

and supplies connecred wi rh rheir 
sport (Table 14). Average expend i­
rures pe r ang ler were 216 fo r resi­
dents and $423 for nonresidents . 
Residenr salmon ang lers reported an 
ave rage expendirure of 5468 . Most 
of rhi s m oney, 87 % of i r , was spent 



Table 12. Relative importance of facrors affect ing fishing enjoyment in J\"ova Scot ia in 1985 . 

Ranking Score 

Facrors Resident Nonresident 

1. Quality of Water 13.7 14.4 

2. Beauty of Surroundings 12.8 13.8 

3. Ang ling Wild (not hatchery) Fish 11. 3 9. 8 

4. Access to Wilderness Areas 10 .7 11. 2 

5. Escape from Work or Routine 10. 1 10.4 

6. Privacy from other Fishing Parties 9.8 10.5 

7. Weather Conditions 8.9 6.8 

8. Catching Species Desired 8.4 9.5 

9. Si ze of Fish Caught 7.2 6.3 

10. um ber of Fish Caughr 4.7 5.6 

11. Catch as a Source of Food 2.4 1.7 

* Ang lers who purchased a residenr or nonresidenr salmon fishi ng li cence. 

Fig. 5. Importance of factors affecting fis hing en joyment in ova Scotia in 1985. 
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Table 13. Management options chosen by ang lers when faced wirh p roblem of over fish ing in Nova Scoria in 1985. 

Option 
'If of Responses 

Res idem Nonresident Salmon Anglers 

Shorter Season 27.2 7.8 14.5 
Size Limit 28.4 16.0 21. 5 
Lower Bag Limit 18. l 25. 5 19.0 
Carch and Release 15. 5 38.4 24.0 
Other 10.8 12.3 20.9 



Table 14. Expendirures direcrly atrribu rable to spore fi.shing in Nova Scoti a in 1985. 

Expend irures Residem Nonresidem Total 

s s 
Food and Lodg ing 5,627,962 501 ,693 6, 129,655 
Transportation 6,622, 171 194, 125 6 ,8 16,296 
Fishing ervices 50 1,239 94,2 13 595 ,452 
Fishing Gear 1,317,345 39,536 1,356,88 1 
Packages 157, 571 96, 17 1 253, 742 
Other 37,776 9, 162 6,938 
Tora! 14,264 ,064 934,900 15, 198,964 
Average Per 216.43 423. 01 223. 13 

Active Angler 

on food, lodgi ng and transportation 
(Figure 6). 

ova caria anglers invested 
S48.8 million on maj or purchases 
and property, of which S 19. 2 mil! ion 
(39% ) was attribured by anglers ro 
their sport fis hing activi ties (Table 
15 ). Special vehicles (ATV 's, snow­
mobil es, camper trucks, etc.) were 
the mosr popular items , accounr ing 
fo r almost half (46% ) of the invest­
ments. Res idenr anglers were respon­
sible for 99 .8% of the investmenrs. 

Fig. 6. Proportion of expendirures atrribucable to spore fi.shing in Nova Scot ia in 1985. 
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Table 15 . Major purchases or invescmem relacing in whole or in parc to spore fi.shing in Nova Scoci a in 1985 . 

Expendiru res Residenr Nonresidenr Tora! 

s %* 9( * s %* 
Fishing Equipmenr 2,000,246 100.0 28,402 100.0 2,028,648 100 .0 
Boacs and Relared Equipmenr 6,276,900 63 .0 2, 502 100 .0 6,279,402 63.0 
Camping Equipmenr 4,853 ,48 5 46. 0 1,9 lO 73. 0 4,855,39 5 46 .0 
Special Vehicles (ATV's etc) 22,274, 511 27 .0 - - 22,274,5 11 27.0 
Land-Bui ldings 12,3 10 ,640 34 .0 43,024 32 .0 12,353,664 34. 0 
Orher 955,430 85 .0 12,4 16 92. 0 967,846 85.0 

Total 48,67 1,2 12 39.0 88,254 65.0 48,759,466 40.0 

Average Per Licence Holder 642. 05 39.0 38.56 65. 0 624.36 40.0 

Tora! Accriburable co 19, 184,363 100.0 57 ,439 100.0 19,241,802 100.0 
Spore fi shing 

* Percencage wholly accriburable ro spore fishing. 



Overall , Nova Scoria anglers spenr 
a roral of 564 million on goods and 
services in 1985, of which 534 mil­
lion (54 % ) was considered direcdy 
arrri burable ro sporr fishing. 

Table 16. Willingne s of ac rive anglers ro pay addirional cos rs for fis hing in ova 
coria in 1985. 

Addirionally, anglers es rimared 
rhe cu rrenr marker value of rhe sporr 
fishing gear and equipmenr used by 
rheir households sole! y for sporr fish­
ing ar $83 million. This included 
$29 million fo r boaring equipmenr , 
S24 million fo r camping equipmenr 
and $14. 5 million fo r fis hing equip­
menr . 
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A crive angle rs were asked "if you r 
fish ing cos rs had been higher in 

Nova Scor ia in 1985 due ro increased 
cosrs fo r gaso line, accomm odarion , 
supplies and or her services, ac whar 
add irional da il y cosr would you have 
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Fig. 7. Addicional daily S amounc ac which anglers would have decided nor ro go spore fishing in Nova Scoria in 1985 . 
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decided nor ro fish?" Choices were 
given berween S 1. OO and S 100. OO 
per day and rhe resulrs are shown in 
Table 16 and Figure 7 . Twenry-rhree 
percenr of rhe anglers chose nor ro 
a:iswer rhe quesrion, bur of rhose 
who did, S 10 and $20 per day were 
rhe mosr common answers in all car­
e3ories. The average daily amoun r 
given by residenrs was S 19.48, by 
nonresidenrs 530 .27 and by ail 
salmon anglers 526.46 . 

Compari.,on "ich 1980 Sunt:) 
"Re-;u[c., 

R esidenr licence sales decreased 
by 6% as compared ro 1980, 

alrhough rhe number of acrive an­
gJers remained virrua lly unchanged. 
(Table 17). Nonresidenr li cence sales 
iocreased by 4 % as did acrive an­
glers . Tora! days fis hed by ail li­
censed anglers was clown 199f wirh 
angler days spenr on rhe principal 
species, brook rrour, clown by 319f . 

The roral carch of ail species com­
bined was down 15 %. Brook rrour 
showed a decrease of 15 % and smelr 
27 ex: . 

Oirecr expend irure by all licensed 
anglers was 25 1k higher rhan in 
1980. The major purchase or invesr­
menr caregory rorally arrribu rable ro 
sporr fishing was up 1469f bur some 
of rhis difference was likely due ro 
differenr wording of rhe quesrion 
wi ch a broader range of suggesred 
caregories in 1985. 

( onclu.,ion 

T he resulrs of rhe 1985 survey of 
sporr fishing in Nova Scoria con­

firm rhar angling is an imporranr so­
cio-economic componenr of rhe nar­
ural resource secror in rhe province . 
Ir is es rimared rhar anglers spenr 
S 15. 2 million on acriviries direcrly 
associared wirh fishing. These were 
manies spenr on accommodarion, 
food, rravel, !ures, licences, erc. Ad­
dirionally, anglers invesred $48 .8 
million on major durables and prop­
erry in 1985, of which S 19.2 million 
was wholly arr riburable ro sporr fish­
ing. This amounrs ro a rora l of 
534.4 million which anglers spenr 

direcrly on angl ing in ova Scoria 
10 1985. 

Economisrs generally agree rhar 
rhe firsr round of expend i rures in 
mosr segments of rhe business world 
do nor adequarely reflecr rhe full im­
pacr on spending such a described 
above. As rhe money circulares inro 
associared businesses , rhe economic 
effecr increases by a facror of l. 5 or 
more. On rhis basis, rhe direcr eco­
nomic impacr of sporr fishing wirhin 
rhe ova Scoria economy was 552 
million or grearer in 1985. 

Anglers also indicared rhey were 
prepared ro spend an average of 
abour 20 per day above rheir cur­
renr cosrs in 1985 before rhey would 
srop fishing. Alrhough rhis informa­
rion has nor yer been raken inro 
considerarion in addressing rhe roral 
value of rhe fishe ry, ir does indicare 
rhar ang lers place more value on rhe 
resource rhan rhey currenrly spend . 

Licensed anglers fished 19% fewer 
days in 1985 rhan rhey had in 1980, 
alrhough rhe number of acrive an­
g lers remained nearly rhe same. 
There has also been a 3 l 9f decrea e 

Table 17. 1980-1985 comparisons of angler characteristics/species harvest and expend itures in Nova Scocia. 

Residenc Nonresident Total 

1980 1985 % Change 1980 1985 % Change 1980 1985 % Change 

Total Licensed 80,429 75,806 -5.7% 2,200 2,289 4.0% 82,629 78,095 -5 .5% 
Angling Population 

Total Active 66,906 65,905 - 1.5% 2, 134 2,211 3.6'/f 69,040 68, 116 -1.3% 
Adule Anglers 

Total Days fished('OOO) 1,487 .9 1,201.5 - 19.2% 15.4 14 .5 -5 .9% 1,503.2 1,215.9 - 19.1% 

Total Species Caught 5,388.1 4,566.9 -15.2% 37.9 26. 1 - 31.1% 5 ,426. 1 4,593.0 - 15.4% 
and Retained ('000) 

Total Direct 11,620.9 14,264. 1 22.7% 585 .2 9'4.9 59.8% 12,206. 1 15, 199.0 24.5 % 
Expenditures ('000) 

Major Purchases and $14,085.6 $48,671.2 245 .5% $174 .3 $88.3 -49.3% $14,259.9 $48,759.5 241.9% 
Investmencs ('000) 

Total Attributable co 7 ,698. 5 Sl9,184.4 149.2% S99 .8 57.4 -42.5% 7,798.3 19,241.8 146.7% 
Spore fishing ('000) 



in the rime they spent ang ling the 
prefe rred species, b rook troue. Thi s 
may well reAect dec reasi ng ava il­
ability of b roo k troue. Such a de­
c rease is su bs tant iated by o ther in­
di carors. 

N ova co ri an ang lers indi ca red 
chat rhey were m ore concern ecl about 
the li s h i ng experi ence th an the y 
were about carching lish . They ratecl 
water q ual i ty and na tu rai beau ry as 
the rwo m ost important facto rs 
while s ize and num ber of fish caug ht 
were ratecl num ber nine and re n re-
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spec r ively. Althoug h li sh p rovide the 
focus fo r ang ling ac ri vity, orher e le­
m ents must be consicle recl by m an­
age rs in order to prov icle a q ualiry 
rec rea ri onal experi ence . 

Fi fty-n ine percent of resid ent 
ova Scori an ang lers also hunted 1n 

1985 and 79 C/c reportecl rhat they 
were invo lved in wilcllife relarecl ac­
ri v iries besicles fi shing in 198 5. Ob­
v ious ly, m any of rhe use rs of fis h and 
wildli fe resource rake advantage of 
both co rn ponents . 

In summary, rhe average ova 
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cori an ang ler in 1985 was 38 years 
o ld , srrong ly prefe rred to fi sh fo r 
brook troue and felr chat water qual­
ity and narural beauty were the m osr 
important facrors inAuencing a cl ay's 
fi sh i ng. Ba i t was usecl m osr often 
wirh fishing acrivity in fresh water 
fa irl y equall y di viclecl berween lakes 
and srream s. This ave rage ang ler 
fishecl o n 18 clays, while spencling 

500 and catch ing 82 fish. Sixty­
seven of these fish weig hing a ro tai 
of 15 kilograms (33 pouncls) were 
kepr . 
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