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RE'l'URN 
(131) 

To an ADDRESS of the SENATE, dated 2Zud February, 1884 ;-For Copies 
of all Reports made to the Department of },iarine and Fisheries, 
between the 1st day of March, 1881, and the last day of December, 
1882, by F. N. D. Veith, Esq., an Officer appointed to inspect and 

report upon the condition of the Rivers in Nova Scotia, aud to perform 
other duties in cOllnection w ith the Fisheries in that Proyince. 

By Command, 
J. A. CHAPLEAU, 

Dep5rtmcnt of the Secretary of State, 
2nd A pril, 1884. 

DIARY. 

Secretary of Stale. 

IN PURSUANCE 01' MINISTER m' MARINE AND FISllEIUES onDER 01' 'jth MARCH, 188t. 

18SI.-11 th March. 
Received in the afternoon my commission from tho Minister of Marine and 

Fisheries,to inspect tho rivers throughout Nova Scotia, and 10 communicnoo with 
Mr, Rogers 163pecting it, \Vroto to Mr. Roger,. , asking his opinion whether or not, 
being at New R ISS, Lunenbul g County, I haJ better begin with the rivers from GJld 
River westerly, 

18th March. 

Wh ile awaiting Mr. Rogers reply, being ou the spot, determined to visit the hetld 
waters of tho Gold River and ascertain whether tho outlets from the different lakes 
above Now .ROB!, flowing into Ihemainl'iver, woreopcn fur SlI.lmon to ascend. Spent 
tho duy in getting all tho information possible concerning the dums and fall,. to \'isit, 
and in mnking memoranda of their locality and ownerllhip. 

19th 1Jlarch. 

Visited Lardor's River, half·,,,,ay between Lanco'f:I mill and ite junction, with 
Gold River, and fouud it much choked with debris fl'om fr05hetB. It wants clearing 
out thoroughly. Lal'<ier'oI diver, a tribut~ry of the Gold River, Jlowing eut of Lake 
Ramsay, was once a very ft\mous stream for s~lmon, and no doubt, trom reliable 
infonnution received from Mr. Ross, a resident on tho Gold River for nearly forty 
years, was very mueb soughtaftor by these fish, who ascended it iu hundreds to spawn 
in Lake Rumsay, a V01'Y sandy Ilod gravelly bottomed sheet of wator. Larder'liI Ri"el' 
is now completely stopped by a dam at Lance's Mill, 

20th March. 

Sunday, 
21st March. 

Visited a portion of tho rivel' noo"o the cross·roads, then round tbo Lake to 
lloss's Falls a. vel'y heavy pilCh or rapiJ about 16 miles from tho SOli. j it is quito 
passable for fish and free from any stoppage. I have been told a mill is about to be 
orected here and a dam placed entirely ae l'OSS, It might be deemed necessary that 
when the dam is building a fi,.heryofficer shflUld in~pect ita constl'uotion, so that a 
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proper pass be at onco made for the fi~h. It i~j rumored, too, that a largo steam mill 
is to be placed just below tho bridges at tho eros'. This would require a. fishery 
officer's supervision also, when tho dam is being built. I saw, at tho bridges at tho 
cross, groat quantities of sawdust coming down tho river. This all sottles at tho 
head ofthe lake and in time will fiU up that portion of it completely. 

22nd llfarch. 

Early this morning, with Mr. Ross lind Gbarle:-l Pratt us guidos (thoy off"rcd' 
their services gl'atuitotl&ly), I started down lQO GQld RivOl""fl'om R~s's .k~alls. l·'ound 
tho river in good condition unti! reaching Skorry's Falls, 13 roiloo from tho sea. 
Thoro is a very abrupt pitch here, ami althoulgh salmon, during a fl'CBhot, CAll leap 
it, it i8 inaccessible for eithor trout- or gru,peroou:(. I would atroDgly urgo tue uso of 
one or two blasts of powder or dynamite at tho side of the fall; tuis wourd afford eusy 
access for all kinds of fish and be but a. very trifling cost to Go"\'"emment. I tben 
procoeded with extreme difficulty, through burnt thickets and windfalls on the bunk, 
to the Salmon Hole, a pool II! miles from the stilt water, about 200 ya.rds long by 101} 
broad. Hero the most nefarious netting is c/uTicd on both by I ndiana from New 
Germany and white EettierB. From Ne\v Ross, I am told, in the season (Uay) this is 
80 netted across and swept wilh small seines, that scarcely a sal mOD escapes • 

.Below the Salmon Hole, 10 mdcs from the. river's outlot, are sitnated the Big or 
Middle Falls. Tbese faUsare fully 15 feet in height with, a slight break, and it is 
only when the water is very high that salmon can make the ascent. All other 
kinds of fish are bere stopped, it being perfectly impolisiblo at nny season of tbe year 
for tbem to got above the fall. I would most strongly advise tbo nflO of dynamite 
here also; a few well placed chorges would convert the pl'ocipitous doscent of wator 
into a cascade and enable all descriptions of Dish frequenting tho river to p~s with 
facility to the waters above. By doing this, multitudes of fish would escape the 
dippers and Apearers, for, at this place, dOMO!! of Indians from the La Have, pI·inci. 
pally from Now GOt'many, have their camps during tho months tho fish are running, 
and the most illegal menns daily, and ni"htly, a're uscd to secure evorytliing that rests 
at tho foot of tho fall; with large dip nots by day !lnd spears by night the most outrageous 
slaugbter is carried on. It would be of the gre,atest service, say for a month in tho 
rightseason, ifaRiver Warden camped between this and the Salmon Hole above, so as to 
be on tho alert at all timos to check tho nof3rio,u9 capturoii that are made to such an 
injurious extent. But making the full, by bllll~ting, easy of access to t he fish, the 
greater number would not rest bore at its foot us thoy now do, but proceeding 
furthor (with the netting above prevented), would speedily reach the big lake 
belo\v the CI'QSS in saloty, Netting completol.y acrQS:! tho still waters abovo Big 
Falls is continually carried on; I ha'i"e it from most reliable authority that this goes 
on not only at night but in broad daylight. I completed tho inspeotion of the river 
for 8 miles from New Ross; tbe remaining 8 ][ visited from the salt water upwards 
on the 28th inst. I saw no slabs or snwdust in this part of the 8troam. I received, 
to-day, a reply from Mr. Rogors advising me to take the western rivers to begin with. 

23rd March . 
Visited Mill Ri,er, a tributary of Gold Ri"'er, which it joins at the croSl!. Two 

and a·half mill:ls up found a dam completely across at J . Boylan's mill. No fish pass 
and the river blocked with edging~, slabs, ddm's from the freshets, &0. This stream 
issues from Sucker Hole Lake, R sheet of water It miles lon9 and ubout 1 lro:ld, 
once a favorite spawning gronnd for fisb, but mow, by Boylan s dam, completely cut 
off. Immense quanti tics of sawdust is allowed to cscape from tbe mill. 

24th Marc;\. 
Proceeded to inspect the dams at R. Boylan'iI and Alex. Moi~tOl"s mms, 3 a.nd 5 

milC!!, respectively, from the cross, on the IllRin river. I lound the former i mpnssable, 
it is in a tumble-down state and completely obstructs the stream. A proper and 
permanent fish· pass is necessay bero, and the sloneil Rod debris removed trom tbe 
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b~6 of tho dam. At present it is use-Ices 8nd entirely blocks the river. Above this 
is narris' Loko with a bottOm of snnd and gravel. nere Al'e the main Bp9.wning 
~rounda, the nursory, in fact, of tbis river. It would be most impol·tlllt·to ha.ve the 
figb's ascent mnde easy and sccured to tbem. Salmon are scaroely evor soon above 
Harri,,' J~tlko. and l\1eistCl"s dam IB, therefore DO~ in the way. 

25th March. 
WIlUCed over to Lanco's mill, 2l milos from tho cross, situated on Larder's 

River, 4 miles from i~ junction with tho main river, and immediately below Lake 
Ramsay (another sandy lake), 'Mr. H08I', magistrfLto of tho district, iDfol'mod me 
tbnt before the mill WM placed thero, L 'lrdol's River tcomo<! Wi lb salm'lo, and that 
thoy 80ugbt Lake Ramsay to spawn. r (,mnd, however, twO dnms fI.t Lnnco's mill, 
completely :aCI ()SS, and no fish-pn~s whntonr. Tl>e river is chokod with slnhs, and 
banksofsawdust. No precautions whatevor aro taken t/) keep the latlor out of tho 
wntor; nnd I saw quanlili8S fl-om this mill pnl!oSing into tho main (Gold) river, at its 
junction 4 milcs below, Tho small dam U) tho wostwlu'd of tho mill could readily be 
make 1\ fbhwny and the r iver olenro·j at a Bmnll cost. 

2Gth March. 
IInving fini .. hed tho uppor pllrt ohho Gold Rivor, I Bpout tho day in writing up 

mydiul,), orthc wOl'k 1 hud dono. 

27th March, 
Sunday. 

28th March. 
Loft Sew Ross na cnrly ill the day 1\3 I eOJld, after nrranging for s. CODvoyanoo to 

ChOBtOI' B:l'Sin, which placo [ roacheJ at dark. 
29th March. 

St:u,tcd nt 7 a,m., Wilh n guide, up Gold RiveI', from tho tidow.lY to whol'o I had 
loft otT on my journey from Now Ross, down Btream, and found it in porfoct ol'dol', 
I Haw \>OI'Y liHle Mlwdust horo, find no obstruclioDS whatev~r, Ln tho nftcrtloon I 
took tho conch for Bl'idgownlol' 10 visit the La IIn\'e, hnving ont'ofully surveyed Iho 
Gold Rivor nod its main tributnrios f!'Om Meislor'!I mill to Ihe SOB, n distance of mora 
than 20 milos, I wish to report hel'l! that no fioer rivor than this can oxi~t in Nova 
Sootin, for salmon and otber ri "b . .From the mill dam bclon.u-ing to R. lloylan, to the 
tidoway (over 18 milea), thero ure no dam" whatevor, tbl) def<.lcld tcing tho t wo natu­
ral fllolls 1 havo mentioned, preventing the fish roadily ascendino(, nnd the wbolOilale 
notting and dipping illegally carried on evorywhero, up !md down tho stroam, It will 
00 800Il, 11ru;;t, how nocebSary it is tbat tbesoovils be It\. ollce remudiod; more ospaoi­
ally ru; the IndiunFlon Gold R iver taU mo that a la rge kind of salmon that u:>cd to 
frequent tilt) La I1avo, being denied access U) its W!U(lNl, havo, of Iii\,() sonsons, tried 
thi ~ river, nnd w'mlld, no doubt, be lI. valuable acquisition, wore Msidtnnco lI.no.i proto(:. 
tion properly :d't'orded them. 

30th Marcil, 
III compnny with tho OVOI'seer, Mr. C. E. 6odd:lrd, I proceoded lip tbe La Huve, 

- _ to vit!it tho mills owned by Ml', K D:I\'id!l-on. At dam No, 1, I lound two fi"b-pal!so!l-a 
large 0110, olQ.:,le by the sluice, fOI'I0W!; tho other at tho we~tel'Jl bank, e-ridently con­
structed witb 1\ view to alf"rding a W:ly for g!lsperenux find olho l' sm:11l fi."h. Tho 
latte!' bad no water in it whon [ saw it; hut 1 am informed, oven 'fhen Il Boln:am is 
pormitt.ed to flow through it, the gasporeaux beiog iu the ri"ol', it is quito usel0!'8, flS 
they will not ontor it. Mi llions, Ilun tl)ld, arri-roo last. ~eason ttL iLQ loot, but would 
not, 01' wore unable, to entor it Thc larger fbh pMS was bilL built, I i.lI.m, by Mr. 
Davidson, under bis own perso nal suporvision, nod tho total rtlilul'\! nnd inutility of 
t h is structllle is not so much OWIng to itll grade or illternul oonstrutLion, Oil it b 10 its 
proximity tI) tho log !Sluico, and tho manner io wh ich it. i!l I'\:lced ill tl:e dam I am of 
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opinion, from my knowledge of tho bnbilBof river fisb, lind oCtho most BllCCOB"fui mod os 
of passing them onl' dllme,lbn.t it i~ in its presont position, pOI-fC(!t1y u~eloss. When thoy 
801'0 driving lIimber nnd logs down tho sluice tbl'Y mUOit, to Do vory great extent, 
Dot only JrightGo away, but injure the fish, ospcoinlly gll3pOl'e811x in shoals. 
Tboy havo, it is said, boon horo found in quantities on tho shore, bruisfld and doad . 
And ugain, in~load of tho entrance to tho fish wily being 0[0,0 up to the foot of tho 
dam and running bnokwflrds and upward04 at flo grade of 1 foot in 8 01' OVOIl 7, it 
extends straigb~ down sll'oam from tho dam, ful ly 30 foet. Thus, fish sooking to 
asccnd, assembling closo undor tho high ob:;t.Mlo in their path which spans tho whole 
river, are in advance of aud miss the elltrnuce to tho wooden pass ao feet below them. 
This, doubtless, has hitherto been the case, and will go on, 8oasoo after season, until 
the salmon, gaspereaux, &e., bafH.:m in tlHlir 88cent beyond this ob,truction and forced 
to return again to the snit wator, forsake "La H!lVU" altogether for some othel' 
river, I have given tho matter most carefu l consideration, tlnd I foo l positive the 
~vil cao bo lomediod if applied at once, and tho numberless eomplainings of the 
sottlers concerni ng thi s dam, and the want of a fr·eo passage for tho fish, be pItt an 
end to, if the following plan be adopted: Lot the present gaspereaux gate at tbo 
wostern sido be tAken away and tho natural cavity thero, widened inwards towards 
the bank about 12 fceland dcepened from 4 to 5 feot, and allow a good stream of wator 
to flow into it around lhe side of the dam in cMcade form; this, with no detl"iment 
to the working of the mill, would make a natural and easy wuter courso,& up which 
all kinds of fi6h cou ld readily rOMh the still water above. 'rbe cost would btl about 
$50. 00. • 

Uuless it bo done, myexporienco most forcioly convinces mo that this noble 
rit'er must, pOl' foz"Cc, b. come vory ShOI·t!y altogether de;;titute of fish of any 
description. 

1 wou ld add fOJ,ther, that again!'!t the law, immen~e quantities of sawdust lire Vel" 
mitted to fall illto the La Havo. I saw the wuter for u considerable dilltanco belo\v 
Mr. Davidson's mill pcrfectly thick with it, and I am crOOihly informoo. that whore 
u full rigged ship cou ld, some yeRI's ago, pass safoly, II schoonor latoly straudcd. 
Ton~ upon tons urc daily being added to the mass alroady seWed at tL e bottom and 
tho prf'sent n:l \' igation to tho bridge fOI' small vossolil will soon be uttorly destroyeJ , 

31st Marcil. 
A beavy H10W and ruin storm rendered it impoAsiblo tid:! day to continue my 

inspectJoll up rive- I". 
l<RI·;n. H. D. VlEl'H, Inspecting the Rivas Of Nova SC()tia. 

B RIDOEWATER, LON"ENRURO Co., 1s t April, 1 8~ 1. 

SIll,-I beg respo(ttfu!ly to soliCit, at tbe rcqllc6t of muny sottler.~, you I" con. 
l!idC l" ution of tho defect!'! in the Gold tlnd L~ IIave UI VOI"S, explained iu my Di;,try, ended, 
31st., with a !Jopo that thjs seadon you will be gl"aciou~ly pl<)uscd to C<luse a remedy 
in eneil C<'Lse to be upplk>d, 

I hllve the hOllor to bo, Si r, yonl" obediont sel'vant, 
.FRED H. D, VIH'l'H, In'peeting the Rivers (if Nova Scotia. 

Hon. Mini~tcr Marine and Fi~heries , 

F ish Traps 0'1 Yarmouth Coast, &c. 
DJOIJY, 20th April, 1831. 

SIR,-I h:se tho hoool· to report. that !'inco tbe 17tl1 of Mal'oh last, I have in· 
8110eted tho fi ... hin~ l'ivel'~ in tho Countie~of LUllonbnl's,Queon'", Shelb\\rne, Yt\rffiout.b 
and Dighy, and that I have duly stated thoil" condition ;0 my Diary, which, on its 
completion for the ])1'0;;001. month, I will forward, thro1tgh tho Officor in cJJ"lr!{o of 
tho Ma.rino and fi~heJ'ies Oepartment n.t Balifal(, fol' yonI' information, in compliJlnca 
·with your QrdOl" (,f tho 7th \lJt. 

-
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I beg to bring to your notico that wh ile at Tuskct, inspecting the rivera ut that 
place, 1 had tho following slntemclltil made to me by Mr. Moody, a prominent mol'· 
chant of Yarmouth, and by John and Cbarles llatfield, of Tuskot, find by othol's. 

That OWI)6i"S of tho filjh traps set between John's { .;llInd, off Barrington and 
Grcen 00\'0 to tbo north of it, aro all engaged in the illieit cnpturooflargo qunntilio:l 
of sn.imon, and that an extonsivo trade bctwoc!l Y!lrmootb lIud Boston is carried on 
in theso fish. 

1 ~m infurmed that mllny thousand~ of Sillman are illog:dly taken overy SOMon 
in theso ll'UpS 011 thei r way to tho various I'ivel'll on this coa~t, and that II. stil l greator 
evil (if pos"iblo) exists in tho onsnaring of multitudos of young salmon, commonly 
known as solmon fIT, that have come dowli from ~ome of the rivol's inw tho SOli. 

Those, togethCl' with young ga~pcrMuK, instead of h(ling relea'>od, al"<) Clist in 
With I'eruse fish that the trap owners make no othCl' use of, thon to sell a~ !;O mU(lh 
por load liS manure for land. 

The falling vff each season in the unmber of ~:l. !Olon logaUy captured ill the 
ri\'ol's Oll this CORst for the la ~ t fivo 01' six years, v iz , ~ioce those traps have been set, 
would appear to give a c.>loring of truth to tbe abovo stat(lIDonts, and I have deemed 
it my duty to lay tho mtlttor before you, mope ospecially, as my informant" wll me, 
they are ali p(ll'fectly willing to como fo)l'wal'd thom'lolves, tlnd to plwuce otheH' par­
ties in ndd'itioDIlI proof of their btOIT b(ling an authentic lind relinblo ono, 

I have tho honor to hc. Sir, youl' oblxliont ~ol'vnnl, 
FR ~JD. H, D. VIETII, lnsp cling the Rit)erJ of Nova Scotia , 

DIARY. 
Fllml 1ST TO 30TlI APRil., TNOI,USIYE, 

1st April. 
Still stormin g in tho mOl'uing, In tho afternoon vi .. iud No, 2 dllm, bclonging to 

MI'. David~on , fI, tbh laddol' joj cl'octed bora, again placed sido by side with tho log 
~Jllice, I am moru hopcflll of tbi:!" PMS," as it doell not p loojocL t>O much from the 
d:lm do Nil su'cnm. The grado appears to be 1 f()o~ in 9 j 1 was put ou t on tho fi sh 
laddel' in n SCQW, nnd 1 flaw nothing to finel fault with in i t/, intornllilltructlll'o, though 
W(lrc the enlr:lnce to it mi'.do olo..e to the bas;) of t be d:lln aud fUI'tho!' nWlly from the 
sillce it mighL bo found to bo more succes"flli. I omittod to mention thaT. looth til i:! 
and No, 1 /i"h-gato, arc boxuli in on top, thu:ll'cndol'ing thorn Illmo~l dark, a~plan I 
beliovo to bo vory bad and one [ Ilut'at' haMd of before 1 underatand iL is done to 
prcvcn t, during fl'<;shot"-, logtl, &'\" from getting into the h·ough, lwould suggost 
that this coveriog bc I'crnovUiJ, leaving only two pieco!' of stout t imber remaining 
length wi so, to tlll'OW off any kg", &0., coming ovor', 'I'lli :!' would gi\·o am pl.., light 
nod answC!' overy puz'p0::.e otbol'wiw, thou~h i~ would bo 11 still l>cltet' impl'Ovement 
if the wutel '.tig ht f,smc work at tho top of the fL~h l.tJJor were ~e(,ul(lly rlliocd ulOUL 
5 feet nbovo it.;; pn'jfont heig ht, 

1 noxt vi~iLcd No, 3 dam nbo,·c Davidt or/s I:>Omc dj»I!lllcc, at tllO Cool.: & CO.'d 
mill. I would btrongly recommend that l:I. Illituro.l fi sh pas;! roullU thc sido of tbe 
dam be made here. 'J'bo C!lhtcrn bauk nlTOI-ds amplc 0PP0l'luoity for doing 1>0 and it 
would bo far bettor th!ln f!. fiojh hlddor fur al1 kind» of ti~h, The 1 ropl'iotorll are 
willing to do it at their own expen,,<,. 

1 thon i'roce\~dorl up stl'unm fm' 7 rpile, .. and found the !'il'cr cloar of e\'erything 
but 6a\',"du~L JIl every mill I h:w{J ret been all bawJu-t i.~ pi'ehed into the water. 
I omitl\lli to m~'ntion D:\I'id~on bas :l. small fUrlltl.ce at mil! ~o 1, but it ill quite 
ina,d equ·. te to huw one·tcnlh of the ),Or..wdu~t Illude. It cxi8ls, hOW'1\'or, but in namc 
as it is !'arcly u6cd, if at all, lInd he keeps orlO mt:n hCllcoatb the m II who"" solo duty 
is from morning to night to wheel s8wdllst in il IUI'ge bill'rOw!lud t h l'Ow it iuto tbo 
rh'cl' , liow mllny tons u month this mnn doposit3 in the ,vntOI' 1 <.:a:lIlot exactly say, 
but it lllUSt be V(.ll'Y mony. 

I next reeehlld Ual'tlOIl & CO.':1 mill. 7 miles fl'om the lide-war, b~!',) a ,lam 
Uretchc:! completely aCI'O~t! fl'om side to ~ide and no fish past> whatc';"('I', Rod IIhhongh 
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it is hut .. or 5 feet higb and during helll'S fre. bets f;aimou might leap it, still they 
CGuld not do so when tho water is low or C'fon half down. At no time could shad 
or glL"rereaux got beyond it upwards. 

Ndther s:-dmoL, gaspereaul.': nOr allY fish from the salt Willer hove,been seen bere 
for yonrs. A pl'OpOI' fish-gate or iadd,)I" is badly wllnt-od, and prooAutionti lakon to 
pl'evont such qurmtilics of 8awdu~t falling into tho stroam. 

3rd April 
Sunday. 

4t1l. April. 

Drove to Wentzell's mill, () milos from Blid~owatcr, and found the river dammed 
(ompletelyacross. Thoro is no fillh ptL:.S whutever, aT d no Ctll"e is tnken of the eaw­
dU~I. tho Slt'cnm, however, is quito crear of slabs, cdgin,l{;!, &C .. up to this. 

I next pl'oceeded uo stream to Morgan' s Fnlle, 7 miles distant, here there iii a 
pcrfoct waterfall fully 25 fect in height; bllt many years a!:(o, part of this rock on tho 
cllIotorn side was blasted out and fOI·m ;., when tbe wa.ter il:! high, a natural cascade, 
Neither gllBperenulC, .. hnd nor tront, I believe, ever at any time got beyond this -
barrier i bllt it oould, by the use of dynamite at n verr trifling oo8t, be made an easy 
l)flSI', Above Morga.n's .r~alls 1 found two clums stopping the river betwoen that pinel) 
and L~ ke Germany (2 miles), o\'or which no means wbnlcvel' fire provided f(jl' fish 
to ascend Lake Germany is about 2 miles in length hy 1 broa1, Rnd has flowing 
into it two important streams, Wu.<;t BI'ook Ilnd Woodwol·tbs i these arc perfectly clear 
of ol!8tluctionb for 15 milCb up, Abare, 1\1'0 Lakes Spry nnd Cloud, to which tbere is 
flM flcecss (theso arc in Annapolis county.) 

AI Lake Germany I Wad 18 milllS from tae eca, and finisbed my inspection of 
La Ihve. 

J would hl're ob~erve that 'l'\'oro DnvidMIl, Cook &: Co.'s, JIm·tlen &: Co.'s, WcntzeJ 
& Co.'~ nnd t!le twO dams nbove ~Ior,l{nn'~ Falls, properly fitted with fish ladders or 
wator COllrsO~, nnd the)'()(lk at. thtJS<l falls blown away in two 01' throe plnOles, snlmon, 
sbad, trout Ilml ga~rorel\ux C0111J fl'oely asc6lnd from the tidoway to Lakes Spry and 
Cloud, a dh:tance 0 mOl'e thfl.n 40 miled, O L~ my way b!lok to Bridgowater, I visited 
a largo tributary of the La Have, called Kiddy'd or .North East River, it joins tbe 
La llnvo 15 miles from tbo tideway, and I t.hink that yoal'S ngo to a~oid Morgan's 
Falls mu .. t bave been milch sought by salmon, &e., to doposit thoir spawn, they had 
tben an uninterruptod courso up a fino river for 11 miles to the Groat I_ake at Dal­
housie. This "beet. of water is 9 mileS in length nnd very broad, with bottom of sand 
and g-ravel. • 

1 d id not proceed up Ki<Jdy's River to the Great Lake fo:- 0. very groat dist!lnce 
-it is thokcd wilh sl:lbs and all sorts of d",bJ'is in places, and full of sawdust-but the 
M:lgistrate at this part. of New Gormany informed me, that he had seen tho whole of 
it receDtly, find that thore nro fivo mill dalllJl obstructing tho river, one immediately 
at the foot of the lake, 11 miles up and 4 betweon that. pJlloeand ita junct.ion with tho 
I,a ilavo. No pl'Ovision being made ror the fish and all sawdust fl'Ooly thrown into 
tbo stream, I mny montion tlUlt the mill ownol's up in this part are reluctant to 
opon theil' dams wholl tbey l!(loW fi .. h oannot u~eend boyond Davidson's Mills. 

No salmon or glUlpcr{'f\ux hnve boon flcen at Morgnn's Fall's for many yoars. I 
observed Beveml srr.nll tributariel'l of tho L3 Ravo on my return townrds Bridgewater 
which would be fJ'oqncnted by gaflperoaux, but a mill dam stops eilch. I visited one 
stream 3 miles below tbe bridge, flo)'I'\'ing out of Rbodonheisor'tI Lako, which was last 
year filled with millions ofga~pcroaux, but they could DOt ascend further, two dams 
complotely blockinj.\: the stream, Salmon do not frequont tbi ... , but at a trifling COl>~ 
a way lor tbe alewives could 68~ily be made_ 

It would be a great benefit to all tho sottlers ttboul berc, if this could hI) ordored 
to be done thitl sea~Oll. The fish arl'ive dUl'ing next month. I enclose photograph,. 
of J)nvidson's dams and the fi"h ladders, 
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5th April. 
In compAny with Mr. C. E. Goddard, the Fishery O\'or6oor, 1 drove to Lake 

Conquerall and began my in spection 01 the Petito Riviere downwlu-ds from Robb's 
mill, 16 milos from tho sea. At tbiIJ dam, at tho heru:l of Lake Conquorall, no fish· 
pasa iil vi6ible, ar.d sawdust and I'ofuso nrc p~rmittcd to full into the water. It is in 
a moat discreditablo sta1o, and I learn that OD(l of tbo firm, or fl. relative, one Eli 
Rabb, is tl. wfl.rdcn. At the foot of COIlQ.ucrall L!l.ko thoro nre four mitls, aide by 
~ido. I saw no provision made for tho fish, au1 tb o rivor choked with slabs and 
€9.\vdust. 

l~urtber down aro Crouse's mill, 3 milos from tho eon; Joehy'a mill, Sperry's 
mill, and Daniels & Hewy'll grist mill. 

1 saw no fi"b ladders 01' open water courses at any of them, ar.d no means nre 
tuken anywhere on tbis ri\'er to 8aV6 the sawdust, 

6th .4pril. 
Wmte up my dial')' and darted for Mills Village, on tho Mochv!ly Wnw, in the 

aflel'nOOn. 
7th April. 

I proceeded up the Medway witb tbo Overseer, Mr. J ohn Fitzgcl'ald, to tho big 
dum, t of a mile from the lidG-way, It is owned by a Hr. Mack. 'fhero is an 
exccllont n!'lturs\ water-course around tbe oast sido of tho dam, easy of access for all 
kinds of fisb. 1 next visilod Tumbling dam, It milos up, Il~ NorriJ'l, lth;ilman & CO.'d 
mill, and found on tho onst side an open fi"h pa!!s, vel'S woll placed and in good 
order i and at Salter's Falls, 3 milos from tbe hridge, tbore is anntber open space at 
the west cnd of the dam, affording a froo passage to the waters above. ""l"Om tbis 
pIneo upwards there is no oOOtruetion what.ever, and rcaching Greonfield thero i:l 
only 0. wing dam partially across. 'l'ho stream to Broo\(fiold, 12 milos abm'e, is per­
fectly elea!' j but at this place the river forks, and on 0110 branch thoro is a da.m, 
unprovided wilh either laddor or water·course, bu L the athol' itl perfectlyclcar, and 0. 

f l'co aCC068 cxists to the lakos, 40 miles ubove. 'rhe Medway, therefore, is in good 
.condition, but I rogret to stato tha.t I wa~ informed by a. gentleman, who happened to 
be on tho river, that tho Bot.tlors at the head waters mClocilessly slnugh.ler tho salmou 
in OztOb<!I' and No\"cmber, while in the act of spawning. 

80. April. 

1 visited Linrpool Rivcr with tho Overiler, Mr. Sellon j Froeman &; Son's mill, 
It miles from tho tidG-way. A fish-ladder is admirably placed in tbe dam hero, and 
1 am informed numbers of fish last year ascended it. 

1 ncx~ proceedoo to inspect L. Bllrnaby's dam, 2t milcs up from tbe bridge, and 
flaw on the east side the fisb-ladder, Salmon and ga~peroaux have bere been seen in 

.' the act of ascending. 1t is built, a~ id tho one below, auah with the dam, and its 
onlt'ance cllsily fouod by fi"h passing npw!\rds. Salmon have been caught at the 
Indian Gardens, IS miles beyond, and e"\'oo found near the South Mountain, 40 miles 
awny. Young gaspereaux came down this river to the 80a last Beason in thousands. 
Mr, Wilmot. was tblls day r6-stocking the Morsey, and I would cal'ne~tly recommend 
that oetting in this river and in tho Medway, including the snit water to the head, 
lands, be only permitted from 8un1'ise on Monday morning until Thur;,dllY at suoaot j 
and further, that all nots be taken np e"\'ory\vh.ere f<Jl' tho se~n after tho 30th June, 
and thus prevent the destruction of gri"lo sooking the river, from July onw!lrds. The 
people appear to wi,h thtl.t thiilloClll arrangement be allowod lhem. 

9th April. 
At a tide way at Jordon River, I fonod a. mill dam IItrelching completely 

acro~8 (tho mill is o\vnoo by Stowart, Freema.n & Co.) A fish· ladder is placed in it 
about, 70 feet in lengtb, projecting down tho river, From tho position in wbich it is 
placed, I belicvo fish pass the opeuing) as salmon gaspel'enUle, &0, ba.'I"e Iiovcr been 

• 
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seen in it) sincQ it was built. Were it placed bimilarly to those I saw on the Liver_ 
pool River, ftu!::h with tho dam, I have no doubt it would answer well, but in its pre­
sent poaition, ono cnn eusily BOO it is useless. A natural water courso could casily be 
mado, by allowing tbe wawr to flow through a .;\oioo already in tho dam, though at 
prc!>cnt c1osocl, but which, by oponing and tbe passage cleared below, would savo aU 
tho esponse of moving the lish.laddor, and be more deail'able in overy way. Natural 
wator courses are always proferable, when practicable, to wooden struCltlrcs. Salmon 
UfO almost unknown horo, but wera at ono timo, before tho dam was built, ~ery 
numerous. Lru;t yoat' a largo Dumber of gasperenux came to the foot of the fish­
ladder (part of which iii now curricd away by a frcshot), but wont back again-Ilone 
ascended. 

1 then vi8itod Mullin's mill, 1 mile up, whero 1 found a fi sh-Inddermueb bette1" 
placed in tho dam. Tho channol below it require" deepening nnd widening, and a 
small wall of stonos (tbey aro bore in abundance) builL on either side, to lend tho 
fish to the mouth of the fisb-ladder. 

I proceeded further up for '1 miles, to tho Big Falls. The dam here ill 
totally aeross, lind a pormament fish pa~s at tbe side is wanted, and the dam at the 
Big Lake requires n simi luI' oponing. I SAW groat quantities of sawdust in tho ril'"el" 
and in places iii cboking it up. 

10th Az;ril. 

Sunday. 
11 th April. 

I proceeded to inspect the Rosoway or Shelbnrne Ri\'el', and found large mills at 
the liuc·way, owned by tho Sbelburne Mill Co. No fish·ladder is hero in the 
dam. I saw a small sluico on the east side, it is on private property, othor than the 
mi.ll ownors', and is at the mercy of tho proprietor of the land, to keep it open ornot. 
1t is, however, ofliltle practieal uso, as bu~ a vcry few gasperetl.ux, pOl"hnps, but 110 
balmOIl call force their way up during II heavy freshet only. 'rhis dam l"t'quires 
either a l))"opel' wooden fish·ladder fixe« in it. with its entl"ll.llco lit the t, a.~e of tho 
obstruction and running up stream into the mill pond about 50 fcet, or a.permanent 
open nnd natural fish-pass at the e!l.8t side. Grievous complaints were made to me 
by yery many of the settlers at tho fish bcing stopped. They wore a source of COIl­
siderable profit to lho<;e living on tho river. .Now, that shipbuilding is no longer 
('arried 011 to uny extent, and no fL,h to be caught, the men a.re leaving this district 
in numbers to find a livelihood olsewhero. I would suggest that the natuI'ul water 
course be made permanently on the cast side, to remain clenr at all senwns, as the 
formation of the I'i ver bank is admirahly adnptcd for it. The cost would bo about 
$50 or 560, n small sum compared with tho ol'¥tion of a wooden fi~h·laddel·, and 
would bo much more preferable, and I would l"o~pectfully advise that this river be 
ordered to be put in proper condition ht onco, WI the gMporeaux and ~a!mon will 
EOon now arrive, nnd the seUlol's U! 0 suffering much by the fish being prevented from 
reaching them. 

I "it;itcu No.2 dam, Bowers k Co. A Mtural fiab·eourse ia i1('re on. tho west 
~ide. I am of opi nion th:.lL riYer fi~h of all kinds ('an readily nsccnd it. No.2 dam 
is 8 miles from the tide wny. No.3, Robert Bmver's dam, is 5 miles from the Bea, 
allli 11;'1::1 no IJlllulul liosh-pabl:l ~ll!u ou Ow weosll>ido_ It il:! iu gvuJ order IIml accosI:!1;I.ule 
totish Ils('ending tbe river. No.4 dnm, Thom:1S Bowers', '1 miles from the &aIt wntor, 
is completely stopped; a fish·ladd<.)!· i" h~re needed. I found tb(l r ivor much choked 
,vith rubbisll and sawdust. 

At No.5. dam, 10 miles up, there i!:lllo lnJder, but a small quantity of wator is 
nHowed to trickle down bcside the west side of it. No mlmOD Or gasperellux could 
ascend beyond this structure. 

12th April. 
At Clyde River, at Suthcrland'" dam, just about the tide·way, I i;aw a fish· ladder 

well censtructed and situated. It has suffered considorably from tao spring freshet, 
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and is in bad repair; but the Overeeer, Warden RDd mill ownel'S all guaranteed mc that 
its restoration will very shortly be accompli6hcd, and be made thoroughly effectivo 
borore tho arrival of the fish next month. 'l'he mill owners are endeavoring to pt'e­
vent, as much 39 possible, tbos9.wdust from fulling into tho river. I saw no edgings 
or rubbish deposited in the stream. Eighteen miles above this is GCMgO McCoy's 
mill, whore thero is a natural ,fish-way. Soven miles upwards is D.wis & Co. 's mill. 
dam, ,qhieh ill accessible to fish, and beyond tho river is ,{I'CO fr'om any obslmction 
whatever. Numol'ous tributaries Bow into this stream, on which no bal'l'icrs exist. 

13th. April. 
I visited Barrington R :vcr. lL is quito unobstructed. T his spring's frcsbelo 

carricd away its only dam, but I am informed it is to be rebuilt, 

Hth April. 
At Tusket, 10 milos from Yarmouth, Tho £r8t dam on tho river is 12 miles 

from tho tide·wflY, find the wellther too uufavOl"!l.blo to admit of reaching it, but I 
havo ascOl·tainoo tha~ tha fish·lnddet· placed thero is useless. Ilnd that no fi sh pass 
through it. Salmon aro vory scarce. lam infot'moo, in this rj \'el' that once toemed 
with them, and I have it from reHablo authority, that tho traps from John's Island, 
off Barrington , to tho mouth of 'ruskel River, ostensibly sot to catcb mackerel, her­
ring, &0., nro fitted with immeuse long leaders, whi ch tUI'll &"I.lmon lind all other fish 
into them, and that instoad of permitting the salmon to oscape, ll.S {bo law enjoins, 
they are socured, pnckcd in boxes wilh t>alt, aDd &hippod from Yarmouth to tbe 
States. Theseonginos of destruction oxtoDd from John's Island, off Bn.rrill.t::ton a.nd 
Pubnico, as far us Green Cove. I am unable to state their exact nnmbor, butl learned~ 
from a Mr. Chas. lIatfield, who haa bought salmon from owners of traps, that fifl,y of 
these fish, nvorilging 15 lbs. each, would be a small percentage talwn in oach trap pel"' 
wcek, and that tbese remain set during May, June and July-some a longer time, 
An ebtimate roughly calculated of the tl'ado in salmon illicitly caught may be figured 
thus, say in ten traps for t hree months: In one week 500 fish, in twclve wcoks 6,000, 
which, at an aVOI'nge of 15 lba. each, would amount to 45 ton~ in weight, and this 
docs not include the wholo of the traps set, 1 was told, also, that among fisll oaught, 
which aro not considorod of vnluo by trap owners, huve been seen tOilS of thousand;! 
of young sulmon and gnApercnux, and that all tb ese refuse fbb, na thcy al'O called, 
are used to sllreud over the fields for manure. And, furthe]', I ""ns a~ lurcd tbat if 
an investigation were made, proof in substantiation of the above wonld readily be 
fOI·tbcoming. A Mr. John Hatfield, the Warden on Tusket Ri li"er, one of my inform· 
anw, mentioned to me that one of the shOl'O Wnrdene, a Mr. Abrahnm Thur:>ton, iI. ll. 

shllreholdcl' in a trap and engngcd ill the illieit h 'umc. 
Whether these statcmenU! be true or not, one f:lct most 1U"ominently stan<ls out , 

viz., tbutsince traps bave been set in allY numbor, thntia, dUI'ing \h e past four Qr five 
ycurs, sulmon ench senson have beC'n more ~carce and now nre r'lrdy evel" eaught in 
~'u.8kot Riyor. 

Good "'riday. 
15 th April. 

16th April. 
I proceeded up the maio rin1l", nt Tuski'll, 10 tho rOl'ka, 4 mi le~ up, nnd fouud it 

cleurof all obstructions. 1 then ~'i ,;ited Unyuurd'lI mill, on tho Carlton brnn\·b, and 
found the dUID placed from side to side, across. 'rhel'o WM flO fi~h.ladd>!r, buL the 
oversoer, Mr. E. Gardiner, infol'med mo that when gnspereaux l'c:l(; hed the balTic!" lit 
tho beginning of May, tho dam is opened ana a wide, frce pn~:;ago, UI ,d<.1I' his su pe)"· 
\'ihion, is thon made. 

Sunday. 
17th April. 

18th April .. 
On ngflin ascending tho Tuskot, I followed thl) tributary called Salmon River, and 

came upon Wood's mill, 4 miles f"om the sen . A natural opou pass is here and an. 
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swors a.ory purposo. I thm prooeeded. up stream for 4, miles, to PortOt·'s mill,whore 
I found that they u.cd no ladder, but gasporeauK were admitted to tho lake above, in 
a simila!' maun Cl' to that I h:l\'o described as made usc of at Raynard's mill, on 
the Carlton. Salmon are no\'er seen no\v in t his river that bears their nsmo, and 
havo not frequented it for four or 6\'0 yenrs. l~urthor up, nbout 2 miles, I reached 
DUI'gce'd saw mill . This dam is ~lilO opened iu the fishing scallon, thawarden per­
sonally seeing that it is effectually dono. Two miles from this place I crossed tho 
Salmon Rivet· and struck out towards tho Cnrlton branch of the Tuskol;, to inspect 
the only othor dam, bes idos Raynard's (already visited on tho 16th inst.) Tho mills 
hero, 13 mi les from tho tideway, aro owned by tbo Messrs. Miller &; Co. I discovered 
the fi~h·laddcr in a most dclapidated condition, tho lower cnd complotoly broken 
aw~y, and somo of tho compartments in its interior gone. It is quite usoless in its 
present condition, and I am told does Dot, lit any time, answer the plll'pose for which 
it was built. It IMetehes too far dowll stl'eam from the dam, and, liko others I have 
already deseriood, is missed by the fish , which IJass undel' and beside it. I am 
strongly ofopiniou it ncvor W:l.S found adequ:lte to its rcquiromonts, and as the ownerS 
are wil lingto beal' tho expense, it would be most udviilable tbat t hey be ordel'od this 
summer to replace it willi !\ ladder I·eacbing upwards from tho baso of the dam, 

HHh Apr il. 
CrQsset! OVOI" in tho morning from Carlton to the main river, coming out at 

Eout ... il!o. I then vi8iten N. 'l'l"IlVOI"B & Co.'z; mill, 2 miles beyond aod 18 miles in 
:III from tho tido.way. 'fhore is no obstruction of any ki nd below thi:l dam to the 
sea an 1 abo'·o it; the one thero is so constructed thnt tho ti .;h have n. free Pa$S8g~. I 
/:law, at Tranm.' mill,:l. ladder vcry well situ!ltod, having il good grade and appearing 
to be clll'efully looked aftor. I wa~ told by the 0\·or80er, and othors, that tho fhh 
experience no dimculty in ascending it. t belion.} it to be :l vcry satisfactory 
Rtl"UCtUl"C. Tho river io in good ol"(\el' as re~pect8 sllwdust, edgings, &0. Many 
hundreJ 011"1"01" of gllspel·onux wore t~,kilO on thl~ rivel· In:lt year, and vast numbel";s 
of young thh were 80en on theil· down ward COurse to the son, Salmon once abounded 
in this st l"ilJ.tn, but ate now very scarce-II. few only in tho season arc caught, 

[cannot account fOI' this f:l.lIing off in tlrly othol' W;LY than tho do~tl'uetion by 
the tl:~p fi~hing on Ihe coa~t. 

20th April. 
I visiLod tho forks of tho main and enst l"iVCI"S, and proceeded some distance up, 

It is quito clolll' lind lle~8s i blo to fi sh. 
21st Arril. 

.Left. Tusk..:t and took the fltflgo to Yarmouth, then by mail coach to Upper 
Salmon Hivol', in Digby County, 18 mile90 a WI}Y. At the tido·way I found Raymond 
&, Co.'s mill, It hflS a high stono dam, \vith n ti~h·l:ldder placed on tho north aide; it 
was no~ in good repair, but I $hould say fl'om ils sit.uation and COllstl'llction, it might 
be found to 811SWOl", (I may montion horo, tbOl·e is DO Ovo1'soor for DiO'"by Conoty, 
and no Wardens for eithor this rivor Or Mola.:han, 11) milCls distant) Tho mill was 
closod and I snw no porson about who could givo mo reliable information 1\90 to tho 
cfficacyof tbe 1sddol', At the inn I wall told, hOWOVOl', tbat scarcely anything comes 
into tho river. Dipping hns been carried on for Y0:l.I'!J under tho dsm, and sweoping 
,vith nClts haj become a constant practice. J.J!\st Boa~n no fixed nots were set in the 
rive)' ; it wa<! not considol·oo WOI'tlt whilo . Th o pooplo attributo the failuro of lato 
years [0 the trap fishing butside. A fow gMpereaux and ono or two salmon only arc 
now yearly caught in this p.tream, that balfa dozen yoars ago was considored, both in 
tho counties of' Digby and Yarmouth, t he most pl"Olitic on thoso coasts. I next visited 
Afetnghnn. 'l' hcl·e nro se .... en dams on i t wi thin 15 miles, withoutuny provision being 
mado for the fish . It is cbokod in pl':lees with sawdust, edgings, ko., and I am told 
is utterly ruined . Aftor leaving Motllg ball I procoeded to Saulnierville, 5 miles distant, 
and slept there, and noxt morning reached Weymouth by train. In tho afternoon , 
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witb Mr. Journay, the WadoD, I asceoded the Sis:siboo for 2!- miles to the first mills. 
I found bore Ii gigantic structure in the shapo of a dam, Upw81-dS of' 23 feet in height, 
which haa hhherto beon considered impsiIS3bJe aDd no tt.ttempt to ru;sist the fish bas 
over been madtl. I bolieve, however, Ii ibb ladder could be placed hore on the north 
side by blasting some of tho lower part of the rock and foc'ming a natural broken 
ClL8oudo to tho eotrllnoo of the ladder, and r unning thaL stmctUl"O bu('kwal'ds up 
about 50 foot [11 tho dry sCI\son in summer this could be done, hut its cost I am unable 
to com pute. Seven milos from this I I'oflched t ho G.·ond E'alls. H ero tboro exists 
Ii sudden drop of tbe river'" bod of 60 feet. Nothing cOuld have gono beyond this 
cataract at any timo, and ollly by the aid of dynamite and at con~idcrab le cost could 
it. be made ioto 3n available pSA.It. Above this fl:LlI there are a \'ast number of lakc8 
which would booame most p~olific fish.brceJicg ground~. 

23rJ April. 
Took the Il 'ai n from Weymoutb to DI1:I,), where the Westel'D 

cndo!. Arrind too lale to continue insp;,x;tio .;.; to-day. 
Counties Rai lway 

Su ndny, 
24th April. 

25th April . 

DI'O\'C over to Bellr Ri\'el' ft'om D'ghy, a dist.ance of 10 mile~, nnd ! of a milo 
!r'om the bridge or tidew:\y, I found the main nnd other ri\'er8 all stopped by dams. 
'l.'he mills on tbe fOl'mm' nre OVo'nod by Mr. Vroom and E, Wahh & Co, Both places 
rcquire laddcr:i. The west bl'aneh (ll ll'ibutttry) is al80 dammed across by nice &. 
Co.'s mill. Thu stream never has been, nor couhl ii, except at. /treat. cost. be made 
accCEsiblo to ti,.h, owing to heavy faU~ o\'er a stoop cliff. Above Walsh's mill, 0 miles, 
ii! oDe owned by a ~lr. Jnmes Thomas. Tho dam here ii! nnprovided with 1\ fisb, 
ladder and cxtends ft',}lll bllnk to bank. S\wdu~t. is frooly thrown in et'crywhere, 
(oxcept at Vroom's mill, whoL'e there ill a fut'lltlec) . There ure neither Wardens 
DOl' nn Over6l'cr at Buill' niv~r; tho milicI'S do ~ they ploase, and the navigation is 
soriou,~ly impai,ed by lhe qua ntity of 8A.wd u~t, &c" being deposited into it yenr atter 
yelll', 

20th April. 
I walked from Digby to Jug~ in Hiver, -I mile~ distAnt, to inspect it. The prio. 

cipal mill·dam it at its junction witb thu ~ult watet', and owned by a M.r. BUl'Ohlltn, 
It completely Lars tbo stream and nil kinds of fish nre boro IItoppOO . '1'hrco mile" 
furtber up the Joggin I camo upon another dam. [ fail ed to di.tICover tho owner's 
namo, :\8 thero was nobody nbout to tell me; tbis is nl~o unprovided with s. fisb· 
ladder. The ri"er above this i8 open. ] may mention I witno.'>8Od a greatdestruct:on 
of large herring in a weir, owned principally by some oolored men, near here. Tbey 
bad, tho nigbt before, Slopped about 150 b3rrols, Rnd baving neithet· a place to smoke 
them in nor any S3ll, 81\01' somo white mcn who had 8harcs with them inoue portion 
of tho weir, had takcn tl.wny eighty bat'lools to cm e, the remaioriel', with tho exception 
of fl. few fOl' their OWIl immodiate use, t bey'sold to tho fMmel's round for t hoir mnnure 
heaps. I met c[\.rlloads of fille fiah on tho 1'03<1 being wheeled awny fvl' that pUI'I)08e. 
The !!hore Wardon, who liYCd close by tbis woil', i ~ named G-tlvel. 

27th April. 
'rook the stell mel' from Digby t.o Annapoli il and nrrived thero in the aftel'noon. 

In the ovenil'g I walked over to tbe L <'quillc, a tl'jhntary of the Annapoll8 River, 
and found it c1eal' or obstruct ion!:!. The Indian8 and otbcrS were catehin~ large 
quantitioe ofGMpcl'eaux, but legally. Salmolllu'e somotimes captured hero, out not 
in Bny great num~r. It. appeBrtf to be in excellunt order. Numorous oomplaint' 
were mnde to me about tho "awdust in the main rivel" 

2.: th April, 
I ascended the Annnpolid Hi VOl· for 18 milo~. 

1 saw a g reat qunntity of sawdu ~ t 6 '1ftting: down. 
It is olonr of nny obstacle, though 

'fhi s it! mndu by the mills on 
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many of tho small lIibutarioe, thoro being but one mill on the main !>tream at. 
Lnurcncctown, and that is not working. At Roundhil l thol'o is a fish ladder in tbe 
dam built tbero; it appears satisfactory. 

29th April. 
Visited the tributary at Paradiso; a vsst quantity of ~lllVdust is p<rwittcd to 

fall into the wnt<n-, and there is no ladder in tho mill-dam h61'0. I then went on to 
Laurollcclown, where a large dam 8tl'otohOO ilCN$S, without any moans being tnken 
to assist tho fish OVOI' it since il s construction, and all fish arc dehar\'cd from further 
progress. 

Tho miU is owned by a Mr. Morton, of Liverpool , but it has fallen into disuse 
and tho dam obstructs the rh'Ol' for no pnrposo whatever. Thoro are no b arr it'Jl's 
across lhe maiD strea.m, fOl' 20 miles from lhi~ spot. Below it I saw gl'ea~ numbers of 
young Mlmon on their way down to the. salt wRter. The weil's at the mouth of this 
river dOShOy vast numbers of these Iittlo fish. 

30th April 
'rook the train at P.:u'adiso stillion rvr {Contville, to visit the Gnsp()J>e[lult River, 

in King'll County. 
FRED. B, D. VEITII. 

Su nday. 
1st J.lJay . 

2nd Jfay. 

As it was latowhcn I visited th e gaspercaux on the 30th Aplil, 1 had no moaDS 
of fully seoing tbo l"ivOl', so I drovo Ovel' this J ay to examine tho means, if any, that 
wero taken to save tho sawdust, a quantity of which I bad before seon high up on 
bflnk.~ of tho river. The ownCl' of tho mill bas told me he usod overy means to keep 
the stream eleal', but thlLt sometimes sawdust, &c., accidently foil in. I, howe,or, 
saw for mysulf fllr below tho mill, immense quantities of shavings, sweepi ngs of tbe 
mill, &e., tlnd I immediately wrote to the County Overseer nud told him of this brcach 
oftbe law, I shou ld bave called upon him pCI"i;onaUy, but he lived too f!l.1' away 
from Kentville, and 1 wiehed to savt) the expenso ofbiring a conveyance, I, how­
ever, nttueb his answer. 

2rJ Jl1ay. 
1,aft H.enlville fOl' H al ifax to have Il!l interview with Mr. R)gers nnd to com· 

plete and hnnd over my papOl's to Mr. Johnstone, wi til bill !> of ex )en"e, &0, pl'e~ious 
to visiting the rivers ill tbe County ofllalif,lx, . 

4th May. 
'fclogruphed my !ll"l"ival in IIalifax to MI'. R>gere, a~ki(}g him if L should como 

to AmhOl'.;t to ace him, lelative to my futu ro inspoction, or if he would appoint:1 
plu('.e of meeting. 

5111 ilJay. 

]{ecei\' ~·d :1 reply from Mr. Ho,gers, tolliug me a meoting was unnecessary, but to 
plOceed us I had been doing. no was then about to leavo Amhel·st. I af!e l wal"ds 
roceived a lottol" {mm him which 1 attach, merely to bhow l h3se endeavored to 
COllsulL MI". Hngcrs, as directed by my instruoJtlons. 

6th 1Jloy. 
Well lhc!" unfllVOl"f,blo fOl' tZ'i[vclling; \'effill,ineJ in Halifax. 

ilh N ay, 

Weat hOl' Ullfll\'or:""lb!o for tra\"clling in tho morning, ill t he afternoon vj"itod 
Bedfod Ui\'er, whol"1~ 1 mct MI', Wilmot who told me tho ri\'cr was nllogether in his 
chargo, so I returned . 
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8th Nay. 

9th May. 
Took tbemail conch for Chester to visit the rivers from Gold nivO\' castwar-dly 

from that placo. which bad not y.e~ boen iuspoctcd hy me. I st'opped first at tho 
Ra.st River, 38 miles from Halifax, nod procooclod to ascond it. This stroam has but 
one mill-dam upon it, viz., at iUI junction ,vith tbo salt wat(jr, but its machinery iii 
worked by tho aid of a portion of the river only, threugh a long sluice which has 
boon cul in the bank, aed 80 in no way impodes the fish Booking to got up; gaapcrcaux, 
salmon and kout have an oasy opportunity of ascending until they arc mot, about a 
mile from tho tido-way, Ly a vory hoavy, precipitous fall. At one timo this was not 
tho rt'al channel of the river, but W~ made in ordor that tbo logs might 0001'0 easily 
be driven down to tho mill below. Tho old channel was a very circuitous and rocky 
one, and fish could only ascend it in heavy frosheta. 

Now, by tho water being tumed into the now p!l.SBsgo where the heavy fnll 
exisl.!!, the old chanllel is useless altogether, and tho new almost inaccossible for 
fi sh. The cost of a proper channel would be bu~ U Lriding one, and would opon up 
the main river, whic,h is quito clcal' abovo this to the fork~, 4 miles uho\'u, and to the 
sources of botb branches. 

10th Afay. 
I n the morning, cady, r visitw Little East River. ItB mouth is mucb cbokoo 

whore it joins the &ell. with rOtmd. looso stones, S-,lmon would scarcely ontOl'SO 
smnH a sLrenm, but the expenditure of tho labor of two men on it for thl'ee or four 
days would convort it into an admirably ndaptod rivor fOI' gasporeaux Ilnd trout, I 
snwa numbor of nots for tho form or set in tho small bay belOW, which sre fairly sue­
cesslul, showing that tho fish endoavor to ascend, aDd would do so to spawn were a 
channel mndo. 'l'hero 3.1'0 no dams or any obstructions in the stroaDlS snd ponds 
abo\'o, 

rihen took passago in the mail coach for GolJ Rivor, having beon asked to go 
over to witlle!!s tbe execssit'e dipping on the lowor purL and to report to the Dopal·t­
mont the illicit catching of salmon in dip,nota and nnivoo all tbo rivor too late to go 
up thut afterlloon, r ll~colldcU it some 4 miles, however, tbe following mOI'ning_ 

1I1h May_ 
Thoro wore llumberS of IllQll of;.telJsibly dipping: gaspcl"oaux, but on my way up 

and down SIlW DO sulmon lauded. They took good caro not to do 80 \'\'hilo tho \Va.l'don 
ard I wore pl'csent, but 1 heard that uller OUI- backs wero turnoo a great number 
thaLday and after dark woro caplurod. Tho Wnrdells nro quito powedcss to stop 
the immonso (,Jl.tching oftheso fish, fOl' it would require ulmost a rogimont of them 
on tho watch night nnd duy to chock it. 1 wus intormed thilt last youl' hundrods of 
breeding sslmon WOI'O thus iltcgatly cBu~ht. 'fho" dippel'.'!" lise hoop nots, a and 4: 
feot in diamotor (perhsps mor6), and it i~ weI! known ou tho river that gaspcrcaux. 
are not whitt they aro E6eking. 

A. vast numoor ofsslmon, bythoso unluwful meuns, aropl'evootcd from increasing 
their kind io th~ ullpcr portion of the stream, and so ruining: tho legitimate ne~ 
ti~hing in the harbor and redtlcing yearly the stock of fi "h, It would soem most 
advisable, not ollly tbat the dip,nots ",heuld be rcJuced to a mueh smaller si7.O fOl­
gaspe ClIUX, but. also if a IIIW could bo pasaed oither to pl'OvenL a ll dipping fOr any 
dCbcription offish overywbero on the main river, aud its first tributary, tOI' a period, 
sily of three yoars, 01" to rcrmit only Oil what is t.ormed tho" Branch," the u~o of 
modified dip·nots-the mllin rivet- sti\llo be closed to th:l.t purposo for tho timo 
spocifiod abovo. This would v~ry materially re-stock the rivor with salmon, while 
more thun sufficient gil!>poroaux for ovorybody's use could be taken in this t1-iblttll l"Y. 
which entorsjust below tile inaccossiblu fall all'oadya lluded to in 1I fOl'mor repoI·t. 
J n conversution with soveral of tbo so~tlol'i.', I WitS told that a gront nnmber of people 
about this district oarue~t1y WIshed lor somo restrictive rogulation for two or thl'oJ 
yesr~ to allow the fulmon to incrcaso aud re·stock tho ri.or. 



12th May. 
I visited Middle Ri¥er, wbicb is sHuttted alit :.Ie over 2 milo .. easterly from Gold 

River, find found the river clear of all ob:ltruct:ons up to Whalon's mill, 6 miles from 
the tide.way . lHore thore is a pass, and fish olCp<lrionco no diffioulty, I am told, 
in gelling by it. Purlher up. 1; milo!!, is Hennyar's rolll.dam, in a similar good 
condition. 1 then ,-itiited Millet's Brook (a tributary), where I came upon MiI1ot'a 
dam, wbich bas neithcl' ladder nor way ft,r tho 6.;;b, A proper fish. ladder, or pass, 
is much needed hero, I sa,v [urge quantities of g:l!lporO:lllx below the dam endeavor­
in~ to got up. an 1 with the Warden, Mr. Ber.:l.oson, SIlW Mr. Millet, when the fOrmer 
ordored the miller at once to open tho dam to allow the fish th rougb. With Mr. 
Bezanson, I thou wont up the eastero branch to COI'kum'" mill·du.m, There is an 
excellent pa~8 made fOl' guspercal1x here, a channel bnving becn cut hom a. smail 
sluico in tho dum to tho .. trearn under tho mi!1. U ! .. Corkum uo<J. I be!ieve the 
County Overseer, Mr, Hedden, os:.cft-vated tbi~, and it is vor'y carefully and C'fficienUy 
done, flnd ga~pe!'cSux can easily ascend to tbeir spawning gl'ounds. Mr, Corkum, 
tbe miU.()wner, i~ vOI'y careful that tho sawdlbt is not dropped into tho \Vatet', and 
seems to tako a gl'eat intore:9 t in keeping hi:; millll.nd d:\m from boing an iujury to 
the ri,er, 

13th May. 

'rook pnsMge in the coacb baC'k toSt, Mar'garet'!! Boy aud on tho way [v i~iled 
Sankey & GO.'8 mill, at n ubber t' !! Cove, Thoro is hol'o :m exccllent bdder and it 
appears to be kept in good order, I came quite unexpectedly into the mill :md 
found it, as] brwe !!t2lto<l, well cared f<Jr, 

14th J1JO!} , 

At St. Mm'garet's Bay, Nathaniel Mason, the Ward en, wbom l \visheu a~ guide, 
being away on duty vibiting lTosior"s Rivor', I JOTOaineri :H hi6 bou'o writing up my 
diary from my notes taken on the riverl', banks, &c, 

Sunday, 
15th Moy, 

16th May, 
Enrly tbis morning, with Sa!h:mia! Mason, I walked up tbu Indi an Rivel' and 

Baw, 1\8 1 agcended it, that it Wl\g quite clear of any ob"tl' llctions until I reachod 
Sandy Lake dltm, EOlo I found a long fi.~ldnuder run ning down stroam, of what 
Mr, Mason told me was the Govel'nment pattorn, The water was vcry high and 
pouring into it and over the dum. T ho lumbermon then being engalled in driv ing logs, 
were obliged to keep this part of tho stream vory full tuld it \VIlS pouring Ovor the 
ladder so that it eoold not be I'{~achod to see itil interior, but r cou ld soe, from tbe 
bank, that it was vel'y milch broken and out of repail', I was told by tho wardon 
and many olbers that tbis ladder bue never boen a serviceable one, and that fish do 
not enter it, and I may state here tbat Ibis haa been said of e,ery lIimilarly pla.:ed 
ladder tbat I bave t;ceu th roughout the country, I!ioce I commenced my dutics, Oil the 
17th Mar'eil last; I do not remember a single exception, Walki ng further up round 
Snndy Lake fol' 3! miles ( reached Rafter',," dam, cl05e by the old A.nl)apoli'J ro~d, 
Ther'e is here ~ituatoo a sluice through whi ch fi~h can rcadily pft~S into tho luke 
above; it is kept always open, there being no min bOI'o, nor indeed i.:r thore one ADy­
where on thi" river, unle~s it be {'u' up on one of Ibe tl'ibu tndes noal' its sour'ce 
beyond Mount Un iacke sLation , on the Windsor RailwflY, (in HanlS County). llro· 
eO('ding iltil l fUl,ther up for~! milos, [ ,'eachod Uol<)iu',; dam , 'rho mil! that once 
stood here hilS long sinco cruwblod a"Rlly, but tbe dam bu.'J been kept in repair by 
l\l e8sf1I, Todd &. Co" of St, Alsrgurets Bay, [01' the purpose of dr ivi ng down 
the logs for theil' mill. At this plueo I huve found the remains of nn old Ifldd ~ I', but 
thcro IS no regulR!' pass made to take its place. The \Vnrden Mnson told lUe be does 
whllt he can in his repoated visits here, Juring tbe S€'Mon, to moko flo tompo,.sry 
opening, but it would be moat desir'aole if a pOl'mtlnent ladder could be placed here. 

-
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From thi':l dam, UPWi'.rds, thoro extends a 1i1l'A'C l:lkc, 9 milas, I am told, in length, 
which is dAmmed at ita nppn end whero tho N'orth Rh'or enlorl<. Tho Warden and 
myself searched about fol' the boat, but thero 'vas none there just thon, 8 , d 8S he 
stilted it would take days for us to walk around tho lake and back again, I wru; 
obliged to give up my visit to lQo dam tit tbo heRd, I wn.s fluxious to BOO this 
obstruction, as I was told it w'as quite across tho river and that it has neither ladder 
nor fi~b·paEB, but 1 was thns prevented from doing so. Lea"ing tho Indian River at 
this point, 10 milos from tho sea, 1 tholl struck in a north·weat direction toward9 
Davidson's dam OD the Ingraham River, 6 or 7 milos dist:m~. and crossOl1, on a 
logging dam, Rocco's Brook, a tributary of the Indiall Ri,er. I found no fish-ladder 
het'e, hut the Warden told me tho gates of the sluice were always raised ae soon as 
the logs passed through, I at length arrived at Davidson's dam, on the I ngrahnm 
River, about 5~ mile£! from Rooce's Brook nnd 10 miles from tho tide-way at St. 
Marg:u'ol's Rty, 'rho fish enD only pass hore at timos (FlS at other places) by lifting 
the gates, Tho water was extremely high in tho river, as the lumbermen were 
running; their logs through, but at low water I do net think Iho fish could easily 
make their nseent, if at all, Thero are three dams above this which I could ll('t 
rench, one caUed Hand L:lke d:lm, !mother at Long Lako, and a third at Full Lake, 
Eomc 3 miles below the great M:\I'gal'et's B.ty Lako. AU thelle nrc unprovided with 
fish-ladders. Deseonding tbo strou.m from Davidson's dam, for 1 mile, I cnme upon 
Big Rolling dum; hero there is no 1:\ddcl', and 1 mile farthQt, down Httlo 
Rolliog dam stretches across, also unprovided with It fish-wilY; thence downwnrds 1 
milo is Pokwok I ,ake dam, also without any means for \ho fish's ascent, except 
through the sluice. At the foot of Snake L:lke, around which I had to w!llk f)1' 3 
mile~, I I'cltehed the dam Slid saw 0.0 old brokeo and useless ladder 00 the south side; 
I think it i~ pnl'lt rC'psil'ing, Crossing ovor tbis dam I eamo to Webb~r's dam, 4 
miles below and situated about 500 yards from the tide-way j here thero exiats II. 
bl'olld natural pa..~, a;, the dam does oot stretch completely ACrosS, but if! what is 
termed !l. " winged" ono. Duriog high water no inconvenience is experienced here 
by the fish in making their llSeents, but in July, when thu river is lower, tho mill 
owners, in ol-del' to 800uro enougb wawr to dl'lve their machinery, 0.1'0 ()bli~od todam 
the pllSI', and this precludes the possibility of f;almon, &e., getting up. 'l'hol'c have 
hoen many I'eporta for years regarding this place, hut thOl'O nppoar8 no way out of 
tho difficulty for to mako a way, tor the fish would "rev-eot the millel' from citl'l'ying 
on his occupation, :t3 the mill would have insuffioient water to drive it, I w" uld 
remark hero t.b.nt it seoms necessary that the proprietors of the dams on Ingraham 
and Indian Rivers, princip:tlly Mosel'S, Todd & Co., ~hould m:tke a better proviMion 
for fish than raising the .sluice gates, as most of thorn aro fitted with" aprons" and 
when tho wator is low it is impossible, in many case~, for sRlmon, &0., to get up at 
all. Mr. Mason, who is n. mogt hard working. cocrgetie officer, does aU he call to 
enable the fish to ascend, but without ladders his effol't~ al"e uoavailillg. j~jvo miles 
rom Wobbilr'M mill I reached my starting point, having walked over 30 miles. 

17th May. 
Weather unfavorable for inspecting, and fooling very uowell with sOl'e throat and 

heavy cold, from being caught iu a severe rain storm the previous day, r re~uruod to 
lla1ilax. 

18th 1>t!/.ly. 
In IIulifax weather \"ery stormy. 

19th JIay. 
]n Halifax wealher unfl\vorable uolii afternoon, 

20th May, 
Still wet, hut not wishing to delay longer, I took passage for Hosier's Rivor, to 

in~peot aod ['oport Oil the fish· ladders plllc.ed in the dams there, and on my way 
"islted the one :11 Boutilier's mm, on the Nine Mile Ri,er, and fouod it slightly out 
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of repnir, and tho channel leading from it to the main stN)!lm requiring cleaning 
and deepening, which tb!l mill owoor told me he W~ then about to put in ordor. 
Again s~orm ing this afternoon, proventing inspection. 

2 1st May. 

Weather mO:'lt Ullrflvornbl(', hOllVY ehowol'!! continuing. At mid .dny visited 
ll08icl"s River (Lower \Val'd, St. Murgarot's Bay,) nnd li t about I! milos from th l) 
tide·way saw tho lndder at llublcy'oJ mill. It nr,penrod to be in good ordor, with n 
sufficient supply of wator flowing through it. 'the owner of tho mill is .ory careful 
rOJCllrding tho Etlwdust, and baa it removed away from tho wator. I next visited 
Boutilier's mill, which is 2! mi l08 from nubrey'~, up tho stream, and ssw the ladder, 
which ill placed in tbe dam here. From itd situation in the river both trout and 
glUipcreaux could readily, at this plocc, and at the Ol!e nbove mentioned, ascend OVer 
the dam, Sawdu"t is here carted away also. 

I thon prococded up stro.'un for a considerable distance, and found the river clear 
or all obstructions; there are no mills upon it other t han thoso menlioned. Hosier'lI 
R iver fl ows out of Trout or Hubley's L llke, ioto which run Fi1"6 Island aud several 
brge lakes. 'J?hese aro all famous fol' their trout, aud urc a favo ritc resort of a largo 
Ilumool', not ollly of Halifax sportsmen, but of tboan viliitiog.the city, This Btrcam, 
ill nfrordi ng a iI'eo pasmgo for tbe fi~h to and fl'Om tho Fea , -is or t bo utmost impor t. 
flUCe io furn ish ing anti. keeping np!l. regular supply rur th" lake8 l'c{el"fl~d to, 

22nd M!ty. 
Sunday. 

23rd May. 
In ('O mpany with the WtlrdclI, Mr. William Walker, I inspected the Little 

Sal mon Hil"er, "l mill S rrom llalilax 1l:!.l'oor, which flows out or a largo shoet of 
water, called Lake lbjor, into Colo Har bor. It is about 2 mil06 in length, and much 
sought by salmoo , trOut and gaspereaux. I t 1l.lWii through winding channels, through 
Cole Harbor S!1nd flats, for a milos to tb o ocea o, where, at ita outlet, it is dyked across. 
In thie dyke &1'6 lArge gate.." opening outward", which rise and nllow the current at 
falliug wzllor to pasB tbrough, but c1011e by the pressu re or the wator at ri.i>ing t ido. ~ 
These gll.lC!l wore placed io this stz'ucture La prevent the Sea spreauing ovor the im· 
mense extent or sund flt\!8 alludod to, nlld whicn are being rapidly culti\'t\too . T hey 
were on ly completed tbc autumn before lnst, viz" thatof 1879, and last Bummel', being 
tbe first !Wal!On wben thoy were in opcH'nlion, large quantitiM of fish, such flS skate, 
smelt, seulpinll, clams and olher, perished, the usuul overflowing of the flata being 
denied thll m. Those Dnd vegetable matler, nil d~mposed, creating ao uobenrable 
eftluf"ium, nnd blackening the wuter with tbeir po i~onous matter, 80 that both sal mon 
and trout were Inroed back, and but vcry fow fu;h , it any, reachod the li'csh watcl' 
above. Tho gnspereaux, luckily, hnd KOOO up in early spring , aod eseaped before 
the intenee summer's hont bnd croated the defiling of the wator referred to. 

This SCtlSOU , howevez', by hCI\f"y fl'asbets, &c., all this objectionable debris has 
been \\'aRheJ ioto tbo f:leU nod th e Walel' is sgain puro. A largo number of trout bave 
alrolllly been cnught ini>.ide tbe dyke, and salmon und Bll'ired base have been Been, 
wilile 1\ qnillliity of gsspereaulC havo boen taken in tbo rivol' itsolf, thus pl'Oving the 
present oond ition of the I'ivel' through tbese flats to be quite good. Abeut 500 yards 
from the tide-way I round an oU.:Ill'Uction in the river, con8i~ting or rocks, &c" whioh 
bad boon u~ed in pl'eviott~ )"e11.1'S (Iii part or a wing-dllm to a mill owned by a .\11'. 
Bll\Ck. Tbe mill b:l8 long sinCe beeu destroyed and tbe river lelt in ito preSt.lot .:!law. 
A trilling outlay would re"tore it to its original formation. Proooodingfurther up ror 
throc-qutlrtorsofn mile, lsaw what is lermt:dGrassy IsI.tlnd, 8n accumulation forye~rs or 
ri\'er debris, and which now, to a great dogree, obstructs tbo river. A smail ilum 
expended here would render it pussable for fish. Stil l, yet escending, 1 reacbed 
Gl'Rvolly lIole, I mile up; t hi"', all in tho rOrmel' case alluded to, is so banked up by 
t he annual freshets deposit, Uil to lIlmost completely debar fish from passing. 011 
going 1 mile fur' ther up f,'om ~hi ll i>1:~ee, I .'eached l!jr.u!l t's mill, Jiel'u a total obatl'un· 
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tion presents itself, but nb~ut 200 yards before roaching it thOl'O funs a smn.ll artifiobl 
stream, from tho lako abovo into the rivor, which obviatos tho nocossity of a ihh­
ladder, and I am informed that gaspcroaux, trout and salmon readily ascond it. A 
freo intercourse, theroforo, exists bqt7"OOD Lako Major, which is about 7 miles long 
and I! bl'oad (iDto which also maoy lakel! empty), and tho sea. I found Ihis pass 
obstructod in places by £lId logs, &0., evidently placed thoro to foreo tho fish iuto 
narrow channels for tho purposo of "dipping," and which tho mill ownor promised 
tho Wardon llnd myself would be removed. Tho dipping for fish by (ho rosidonta at 
this pineo ho also promised ho w'ould ondeavor to provont, and tho Warden, who is 
energetically striving to carry out tho laws, as~urcd me he will s(\e this clll'ricd into 
effect. 

24th May_ 
In Halifax, at home, wdting up my dia!-y fr<lm not(\s. 

25th lI1ay. 
Drovo to Shad J3:ly, tho mouth of the Nino Mile River, 17 miloJ.'I f!"Om U;llifu, 

and hiring a boat and guide, vi;;ilod tho river entrance to tho soa_ tiore I saw many 
Dets sct for jZaspereaux, but all wero placed according to law_ Thoro w(\ro no net~ 
for salmon to bo acen_ I have boen told this is a mo:>t noted placo for poaching at 
night, but none went on \vhile [ was thero. Their mothod, I learD, is to put a net 
above the piers of a bridge which cr08se~ the water about half a milo from the rivOl-'" 
mouth, and stop all salmon striving to cntor. It wouhl be mOilt advisuble if the 
Wnrdon (who lives many miles away) was instructed to go and ",-atch this plnco 
iroquentl,v during tbo season, 8S tbe an-ost and punishment of ono of tbe offenders 
would have a beneficial effoot in deterring others from carrying on this neftH-ious 
practico_ Tho people on the uppor part of the river are making grave complaints at 
no salmon reaching them_ No doubt exists but that much poaobing must go on or 
the soUlers here wouJd be uoablo to briog such 11 VUJlt numoor of salmon to mll,-kot 
yenrly 3S they have done and now do_ 1 went many milos up the rivor, but found 
no obstructions whatovcl- and uo nots_ 

ThQre aro uo mill·dams at aU upon it, excopt tho one near tho Margarot':I Bay 
Road, 12 milOFl above, alllldtd to in tbi:! I-epol-t, wb.ich [ visitocl. on the 20lh inst. 
Could tho poaching bo put a stop to, tho Nine Mile River would be as prolific a OnG 
for salmou as it was in daya gono by_ 

~6th Jllay_ 
I visited PI'OSpoct Ri .. cr which ruos outof Fiddle and olhor lakes and &tillwntol'$, 

It is very hhort from tho first lako aoo\'o to the oea, but it is yearly visited by large 
quantities of trout and gasporoaux, especially the latter, groat shoab of which fi"h I 
saw from the rOM in tho o .. olling, entol"ing tbo river. S,l\mon also fl'equont it, but 
not in very great numhel's. The stream requiros clea!-ing out in plac(1'1 to make 
bettor passages_ Thero are no mill -dams upon it_ P,'ospect ri,or so called is mOre 
proporly a succession of very many lakO$, with runs bet wren, and all thoso (1 visited 
for 4 01" 5 m:lcs IIp) roquiro, [Iloticoo, a Iittlo law!- exponded to clear thorn _ 

27th lI1ay. 

I drovo 0\-01' to OOIV Rly River, which flows into tho AtianUo, uboub 10 miles 
from Hlllifnx Ra!-bol', It is now ullobstructed by any mill for many miles up, and 
bot.wecu this and thoonl,oneon Itthore arOSO\'om! good spa\\'oing lakes forgaspercuux, 
It is doubtful if tho fish roquire to go up so far as tho mill, for fow havo evel- done eo_ 
I went up tho ri ... er and fOllnd it st)ppod in places with pieces of net, Rnd about 1\ 
doz~n mon dipping. I foHowed it upwar<h to the still·waters above, nnd cVOI'ywhoro 
found it dammed by tho dillPIJI-S to lacilitato tboir work_ I immediately drovo to 
tho Wardell'S house and to d him of it, \vhen he ioformoJ me that the mon wero por· 
foelly lawless, and do almost as tlley pleaso, They have even thl'O!l.tenoJ him with. 
porsonal vio1enoe, and dip and Silt nots ill<lgally j'ut 8..1 thoy chl);)se_ fl'l 

134-2 
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• 
furthC'r added that ho had reported tho matter to tho 0\"or800r of tho conoty, Mr. 
Anderson, and that bo ll:W no definito iostruotions whauH'or, nor copy of lho JUlY', 

nor printed proclamation, nnming the days only when it was lawful to fi .. b. 
as had been custbmary herotoforo. I advised bim to take tho nnmos of the law­
broakers and to rcpol·t tho matter at once to tho OvorsoOl', and ask him to visit the 
place and fioe those men, and define tho fhbing days 8nd tho proper legal berths for 
tbo neta, which he promised to do. I then drove to the Colo Harbor dyko, already 
mentioned in my report of Littlo Sillman River. J found the gates suffioiently open 
at half tido to admit of any kind of fish, and it is at. Ibis timo of tide thoy seek to 
enter. It was thought that tho absence of fish in tho riVOI' last yea I' WI1S owing to 
this structure, but 111m convincod it wall not, but catt,cd by the putl'ified matter in 
the channel noovc of which I havo already spoken. 1lcarncd sincc [rcturned from the 
dyke, from a I'olinhle source, that eigbtoon salmon wero counted pn'!lling lhl'Ough it 
last scnson in one day, IIll additional proof it is no hindranco as at fil'ilt beliovoo, 

I then went on to Big Salmon or Crook's Rivel', situated ] 2 miles to tbo 
eastward of Halifax IIllrbor, and 10 miles from tho dyke, reaching Crook's hou'>e at 
Eundown. 

ZEth 21I(lY, .. 
At Salmon rivOt· I camo upon !\ mill just ab:)vo tho tide·way Oil the west bmllcb 

(the river i~ hero divided by dn blnnd) but tho castilrn or main I'i\"ot· is all 
clenr. About hnlfd milo above, on tho main stream, is tho Westminstor Company's 
dam, now ownod by Dr. Wooks l\; Co. Thore i3 heN a natur:ll pass by the eastern 
side, which is eufficiently large, and through which enough wator passos to enable 
sny river fish to ascond. .From Wo~tminster dam to Lnko Echo is about a quarter 
of a milo, Tbis lake is about 3 miles long, and nt its head I Cilme upon 
Thompson's dam, whero a nalural plUS oxis~, aho, which is quito sorviconblo. Above 
horo, for 4 miles, thoro aro no dams at all, until roaching Wisdom's mill, but. 
botweon Thompson's dam and this thot'o is a heavy fall OVOI' a stoep hod of rock, fully 
8 feot in height, beyond which nofi.sh could at any timo have asconded, Partridge 
River, a tributary of Crook's, has but ono dam upon it (Joseph Townsend's), There 
is a passago mado for the fish in it. and largo numbers bave hoen caught abo\"e ; 
indeed, I may say, from enquiries I bavo mado as I went up, all theso natural passos 
have worked wcll this year, and many barrels of gasporcaux ho.\'o already been 
tnken, 

A branch of the main rivor runs trom Lake ]~ho (~milo) easterly, and is a 
favorite resort for gll8perenux , 1 havo examined it tbroughly and find it in good 
ol'dol'; tbe only amnII dam 00 it blloS fl, fish way on it. It joios the salt water below tho 
mouth of tbo main stream, From this point thol'o :is n long, nurrow salt water 
Channel, running for 3 milos through low marsh lands snd at its termination noar tbo 
ocean tbore is soother dyke, 8imilar somewbat 1.0 that at Cole Harbol'. Its flood 
gates altow tho curront to pass through at the outgoing tide and close against that 
coming in, Fibh have no diffioulty in passing through this as thore is a groat dopth 
of water when the gatcs aro open , 1'heso flood gaLos havo been built and kept in 
ropair for more than forty yoars, to prevent tho wnter from inundating tho moadow 
lands and havo never proved any bnrrier whatevor. 

29th May, 
Sunday. 

30th (lnd 31st May. 

Writing up my diary and proparing a fair copy for transmission to the Dopal't. 
mont, also furnishing duplicate expense accounts, in dotail, for tbe pnst month nnd in 
milking arrangemonts to visit tbo wbole of tho I ivol'i! to the en.iLW1U'd Ilf Salmon 
R iver to .Bellvor llnrbor, abouL 100 miles distant, which will occupy two 01' three 
.... lleks or more, 

1 purpose leaving by mail collch on Wcdncedry morning ht Juno on this 
journey. 
HA.LIFAX, N.S., 31,gt May 1881. FRED, H. D, VElTIT. 



19 

WOU'VILL"E, N.S., 10th May, 1881. 

StR,-I am in receipt of yours of the 3rd jnst., relalit'Q to the fisheries on tho 
gnapornux, &c., 

I very much regret that I diq not moot yon and it would bavo given mo much 
pleasure to visit tbe ri .... or with you and c:J"plnin some things that I think you ought 
to know. 

I have frequently notified mill owners in regard to snwdnM, &0., nnd am quito 
prepared to carl'y out any instructions I may recoin) from tho Dopat·tmcnt howoNr 
stringent they may be. 

I am, dell!' Sir, yours VOl'y truly, 
F. H. D. VElTH, Esq. REUBE~ F. RErD, Fi$hery Ol}(rseer. 

AlHIERST, N.S., 8th May 1881. 

SIR,- Yours received. 1 expected to leave tbis moming' for Brier Island, Digby 
vid St. John, but Wag unwell, and now bave R1'rangad to attend to mnttors there by 
letter nDd will go to HalifalC Tue8day. 

I have seen your report on La Hav<" &0., and have disoeetod it. I would much 
sooner tbat you would ao you r work without any refllrence to me in any way, nOr 
ha\'O I written a liue to any Over$oer informing them of your movements so tbat 
you will seo thiugs as thoy are and tell your own story uninfluenced by me. I will 
he called upon to explain discrepancies botwecn my reports aod youriJ., and thoy will 
be able to Judge at Ottawa as to factos in the case. 

Any lBformation you may dosh'e, in my power t:> give, you will be readily 
impostoo at ShY time. 

Yours very respectfully, 
Fun. n. D. VEITH, Halifax. W. H. ROGERS, fnSptct ('r Fisheries. 

DIARY.-1st June. 

I proceeded by mai l coach this day to visit Musquadoboit River, 28 miles from 
Halifllx Harbor, and an'ived at mid-day and immooilltely set to work to gain all tho 
information po~iblc. I questioned some six or eight of the most intelligont residents 
on the river side, promi.nently so, Mr. Chru;. Ander~on, who baa lived tbere aU bis lifo, 
ar;J my onquiries resulted 83 follows:-

Bofore the 'lam was placed, in tho months of May, Juno and July, the river, each 
year, was visited by ilUmcnso quantities of salmon, shad, soa tl'Out and ga.spereaux. 
Now, with the oxcoption of a fow gaspel'O(UIX, nono of those fi~h aro ev~r seen, in 
the months 1 have mention(>d, above tlH~ dfim. All nre unanimolls in this, and they 
slato most positively tbat nODO of these fish can got up during tho season I have 
specified. 

ChM. Andorson asserts tb'l.t not one salmon or shad is ever DOW s.een, bUL in tho 
heavy fall fro~hets, tho salmon, big With spawn, force their way up tho inadequate 
fish pass in Soptember nnd October, principat\y tho latter month j but at no otber 
time do tho fi sh get up. 

ile, and nil tho residonta J CQnvor8ed with, tel! tho sarno story, and I acciden. 
tally, at OIlO house, met a mun from fal' up tho river, who said they had not seon a 
salmon 01' a shad for yeal's; in fact, since tho dam Wlll:Il:"et up, and that no ono at! 
along tho rivot' 0\'01' thinks of sotting fl. not 110W. They bave long ago abandoned 
that and ovelT other spo,'i(>s of fi~hillg as useloss. In Octob01', he stated, thoy soe a 
good numbor of salmon, heavy with spawn, under tho bridge~, &0" up the rivor, but 
nevor at any other time. Shad, bo said, have loft the 1 ivor altogether. Cbarlos 
AndonoD nlso stated he had formerly netted hundreds of shad, und tbat the river 
once abo\mded with them, but. lhoy were now unknown, ITo furlhel' told mo, hc 
had, before tho dam was ~reet(>d, caught, witb rod aud liuo, five and 'Jix salmon of u. 
mot'ning, but. siuce the ob8truction I)lIrrod the rivQI', he had ft-equontlr tdod thOflnme 
pool@, but without raising a fi ~h . Tho M\lsqulldoboit 'Rivcr iii, IlShould ~ar, about 40 

13-l-2! 
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miles long from its moulh to its sources, tha~ is, followings it windings. J h:H'c, 
Ecveral times, of lato yen.rs, tl'8\'elled. from the sea to the small rivers and streams at 
ita bead, and I know it to bo free from any obSkuction, tho only 0:10 now being the 
bugh dam at the tide·way. It does soem very hard that such a monopoly shou ld be 
accordod one firm to dam the river across, and deprive 80 many hundreds of sottlerll, 
all along the river, of the fish they ha1 Ocen, all lbeir Ii ves, accustomed to as food for 
tbemselvOl! and their [amiles, and that, also, was a great profit to them to sell, to 
enable thorn to purchfUlo necessaries to car,y them through tho long winter months. 

In company with Mr. Chas. Anderson, we tried some of tbo most celebrated oftbe 
pools abovothodam, with rod and salmon ilies, but Idid not even seOB trout. We then 
visited tbe fish· pass, I have marked it on the accompanying plan A. (Not printed.) It 
is situated on the WO!:it tide of the dam and consists of a small passuge cut in tho rock 
by tho t<ide of tho dam, with a smail, narrow entrnnce ioto the mill pond. It is most 
ina:Jequute in o\'ery way. Tho law distinctly lnys down the fact, that evory dam shall 
have a fi"h.pru:e. This is by no means suituble. 1 can chal'ucterize it in DO (Jther 
terms than a pnltl-y apology for a fi"h ·pa88. Considering the immonso body of walor, 
I should suy nearly, il not quite as much, as in 1)0I·t Medway River, tho provision 
mado for tho fbh is in tho higbest degree meagl'O and insignificant. I am aware sulmon 
late in tbo fall, whon the river is VOl',)' full and a frcehet breaks over this passage, 
do force their way up (thoy aro vory hoavy then with spawn and unfit for food). 
Mr. Wilmot hus, 1 know, trapped them above the dam to extract tho ova for breeding 
purposes, but at no other time of the year can salmon get up. They wilt not tiT 
such an insignificant dribble of water lI8 that which escapes in this miniature fish·way. 
This, at least half a dozen people assured me, was the case. A proper fi.;:;h.way, such 
as thoso around tho side of Tumbling Dam and at Salter's Falls, on tbe Medway, is 
absolutoly necessllry. Tbere, there is no difficulty and salmon have been vory 
numerous tbis year in that river. A pass round the side of tho dam on this stream, 
I would respeotfully suggest, should be ordered to be mndo at onco; it should be a 
permanent one, open at all sidoll, about 6 feet brond wbel'e it flows from tho dam, and 
at.lea.t 18 inches of water flowing th l'Ough it alwaYi!. With suoh BrI immense body 
of water (the wholo of this broad, deep ri\"er, with only one other small dam upon it), 
I cannot believe sur,h a pass would effect tho millor, ospecially if a small wing dam 7 

wa.s run up fr,)m B to F, shown on the attachcd plan. If it can be done on tho 
Medway, a river of vel'y little greatcl' siz\) and volumc of water, in throe place, with· 
ons affecting tho milling inton'St, why caunot it be done in 0110 on the Mnsqundoboit? 

I saw onough water breaki ng through the dam itself to make a large fish· paS!!. 
That thc presollt fish.way is perfocUy u~eless in the months when the early salmon 
seek the dver, and when they are fit for food, evolY inhabitant along tho river \vill 
attest to; every sportsman who has visited tho river before the dam was erected, and 
since, will also attost to its uofiiness: J ha~e boen fairly beset, both in Halifax: City 
and on the Musquadoboit, by people imploring mo to pre.~s the Department to havo 
ju~tice done to Musqllado boit Hiver, and C!lU~O it to bo made the fisb river it once wns. 

Now, as to the fi"h coming down, t.hero are grlllinga at C and D, on the plan, 
about 3 inches wido. Bere, Charles Anderson showed me where the spent fi"ll, in 
the spring, ure killed. They are literally buuged at lhe~e place!:!. They !Ire c:mght 
in the gr!1tiu"'. as if in a net., and die there, while tbe smalf fish pass through it, and 
aro mel'ciles,;!y ground up in the m~chinery benealh the mill. A fine grating, movo· 
able on two upright..-, should be placed hore, so that it could be I'aised and cleaned at 
times. This would keep all fish coming down confined in the mill.pond, until the 
miller took an opportunity to raise it ar1d stopping tbe mill, allow overy fuh, 
large and small, to pass down uudor tbe mill to the outlot, to the tido.way at IL 

Thero is another grievance that ought to be attended to. This stl'eam which 
passes out into the rivor at E should be protected at t.hat point by a fillo grating, also 
constructed as described beforo, that is, capablo of being lifted to allow tho fi~h, in 
thoir downward course, to P!1SS 1,.0 the sea; but it should, at other tImes, be kept 
closed, so 1\'1 to pre .... ont salmon and other fish from going up it, ns I um told they 
often do, find tbey fall an easy pl'OY to poachcl'i!, who dip them out under the milL 



• 

• 

I 11m informed mnny fish are thus illegally ca ptured. There lire no other dBm,'10rr 
this river. Directly across there is II wing dam, 3 miles from the sea, but it does not 
interfere wilh the fi· h in any way, could they pass at all times at the big dam 
below. 

2nd JUllt. 

Now, us to the sawdust. 'fho miller has piled itall nb:mt his mill, aod tolls me 
be bas no placo now to put it, so le:s it go into tho stream. I took a boat and ex­
amined for myself the harbor. Down about the mill the river is full of it ; piles of it 
all nlong the flhore, and the bottom covo,)red with it, r went down the harbot· for 6 
miles and saw sawdust every where, The boatman MBured me it was to be seen oven 
at tho Olltletof tbe hnrb(H" 3 miles below Ivhere I was, or 9 miles fr(>m tho mill. I 
should ,havo gone the whole way, but it was blowing half a gale of wind,80 1 
returned. I asked the boatman, who was a fisherman, if he ever caught codfish in 
the harbor, and he snid not now; on accoull t of tho sawdust, lhey went outside to fish . 
I might hcre remark what is not generally known, that thel'e is a kind of fish which 
freque nt.t:l tho harbors, called lum;>-fish, 'I'hose fl.·h come in fr'om the sea in gl'eat 

... numbers to spawn, and fur n. small fish (they seldom exceed 9 inche~ or II. root in 
length) thoy emit a w'>Dderfully large quantity of ova, This the codfish ar'e very 
fond of, and follow tho lump- fish into th~ harbors to feed on i~, I am told that when 
the bottom of the harbO!' is defiled with sawdust. that tho lump·fi>lh will not spawn 
thero, and so in MUEquodoboit Harbor, permitting tho s[l.wdu:lt to o~capo in such 
quantities, bas turned away the lump.fisb and, consequently, the cod do not come in 
as formerly, there being no attraction in food to induce tbom. 

I first Icarned of the lump.fisb and tho eodfi.':\h's love of i18 sp:l.Ivn ft-am Rev. Mr, 
Ambrose, of Digby, who is a keen observer of lishes' habits and a 10\'er of the btndy 
of natural hi story, 'fbat 8awdust doos affect salmoD, 1 beli~ve tbere is no doubt. 
MI'. Stathel', of tho Audit Office, in Halifux, told me ho had proof of 8ulmon being 
found dO!l.d wi lt. sawd ust in thoir gills, Tho law mo~t dislinctly fOl'bids S!l\vdust 
being thrown into any river, but there is a gross violntion of it at :\[usquodoboit. 

I hnve given the fil eta I'egar'd ing tbis river as I saw for mysolf, lind as [ was told 
by most reliuble authority. Musquodoboit, or Musquodoboin, the Indian Dilmo for' it, 
properly signifies tho "river of plenty," It once teomed with fish, and IVa", iudecd, 
:l. rivel' of plenty, I have shown what a. doplorHble state it is in nl)w. I would most 
ellrne9tly urgo upon the DopaL'tment, at tho 3Olicitation of many Halifax people and 
of the settiers on tho livol', that meau!! be taken lit once to re!!loJ'e tho rivel'to i18 
former state, Thuro is a cry everywhere of discontont at its pro~ent condition, no 
salmon being able to ascend it, exeopt at a time when they are big with sp:lwn and 
'nn servieeable for food, 

ard June. 
r re.whed fu ugier Rivel', hy coaeh, at 6:30 in the evening, 32 miles fl'om Mus· 

qllodoboit, and 60 miles from lIallft.x H arbor. 

4tll June. 
Wet and unfit fOl' in".pccting. 

5th June. 
Sunday. 

6th JUli/!, 

Wet in tho mOI'l.ing. In tho afternoon 1 visited T;lngicl' H \·C~, and found it clear 
fol' about 1- a milo lip, llcre thore ill a dam of stones and bl'u~h, marked B B, on 
f:.ubj')incd plan. nom which II long sluice 01' mill·l'!lco runs to the CI'U~ h Ol' of tho 
Pi ltsbul'g and No\'a SCOti l~ Mining Company. 'fhis t;upplios tho wawr which turnR 
the turbine wheel (ut C) 'fhe sluice j" 0"131', perhaps, ~ a rode in l(lngth, As tho 
dam docs not go completely across, the jhh :\Scentling h:we no diftlcillty in passing 
Oil tho otl.stern sido, bllt the young fry Hnd old gasperO:l.llX th at have spawned I\I'e led 
into this sluice and aro ('lIrriel down into the turbine IvhoeI, whore they al'O g,'onnd 
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to shreds, Too agents in chal'go of th!s proporty, llessrs, TOl'rance and Scaife, are 
most wilHn,lt, however, to do all in their power to pl'oveot lhi~ , and M.r, Scaife assured 
me he would not only put in a fino grating to prevent. the fi~h from getting into tho 
aluice, but whon tho 6.:;h a~somb!e horo, ill thoir ondeM'O!' to gol down, he willlhuse 
an openi nr,; to bo mnde in tho.darn, close to the gl,ating, and so allOlv oVCl'ything to 
escape into the main !;tronm, This will rectify the evil and placo the ri\'cI' in good 
condition up to tho Tangie r Lake, 

'ith JUlie, 

1 dl'o\'e to 1[om;olnud, 12 milos f!'om the soa to the mills eitll!Ltcd at that plnce. 
Thoy o.ro two in num ber and plncod sido by Fido. r found hol'o n vOI'y good fi~h· 
laddCl', indcerl, orocted somo time sinco by Mr, 'Vm. Anderson, at his own oxpense. 
Tho mill people woro all away at Iho timo of' my visit, nnd I found tbo fish·laddel' 
full oflOtickil, logs and slab~ , At tho foot of the fish.laddor, which runs upwards 
under tho mill 00 tho oast. side, [S!I\V lal'ge quantities of gasporeaux, so lIr, Huyes, 
who was with mo, and mYiIOlf, set to work and thoroug bly cleared the Illddor out ­
opcoed one of the slidos ut the sido ao as to lot more walel' into the ladder. Wo bad 
tbe Mltisfaetion of ~ccing tbe glSrcre3ux take to it nt onco, nnd I buve no doubt 
thousands pMscd through during the day after we left, We saw no salmon , but MI', 
Bayco !l!lsuroo me bo h!W seen a great many salmon pass thl'ough this \uJd6l' on a 
provious occasion-a statement lean vory readily beliove-the laddel' boing wcll 
con6tructed and pl ll.Ced. 'i'angior River, as soon n~ tho gl'ating at the dam below is 
completed, will be in oxcollont. olxier, and 118 thoro are no more ob8~l'uctioU'l, the fish 
havo a fl'oe \Ja.ssago now up to the score of lak(l8 abovo, nod will have, by)fr. Scairo's 
instl'umootn ity, o\' el'y facility to dc~cend to the sea, 1 regret to state thoro is no 
WIlI'dell np/>ointed for 'rllngier m\'cr. Mr. Torrance is only tomporal'ily ncting. 
'There shou d pl'Operly be two-ono for the lower pal't of the I'i\'or, Ilnd ono ror 
Moosellilltl, A bout a miles fr.om MOOlK"land, down stronm, tho river braocbe1'l, and 
the bl'llllCh sn-calleJ is colebratl'd for largo ll'Out, I should say salmon and gaspel'eaux 
wcnlllp it, too; it is quit£) unobstructed lind in excellent ol"<1el'. 

8th Jillle, 

D!'ovo by express to ~avo time I..tho mail coach only gocs 011 this routo every 
othor day) from 'fnngior to Sh !ot BarboI', 18 miles, and visited the Little West River 
fir&t. Thore nro no mills upon it, aDd it is in good orde!'. I then wont on to the 
West Rivor. Prom the 80.'1. to a largo lake on this stream is les.!! than a mile, and [ 
found it much obstructed by logs, &c., which hall beeu carded there by tho spri ng 
freshet, and there was n considerablo 3mlJUot of edging and old sticks in t.ho pool 
below tho bridge, 1 spoke t.o the principal of the mill here, and hl) told me that tho 
following day ho would Jlut n gang of men on anLi havo the whole r i\'er cloared from 
th.., lake to tho son , He appeared most anxious to do everything to comply with the 
fisbory rognIMion'l, Il.nd 1 h!lve no doubt tho dtbris bas long bofore this been 
removed. 'rbcre W8S, howove l', nothing, whon [saw t.he river, to prevont salmon , 
&c" gOlling up, Great procautionFi al'e takan at. this mill to S:lve tho sawdust, A 
\'oIT large pound has beon built, of edgiogs, in a I.lircu!a~ form in tho Btllt water, away 
fl'om the !'ivor's mouth, and tho sawdullt ill nil ealTied by an ondloss ohain of bucket~, 
which ill wOlked by the mill machinory, from the intel'ior of tho mill to a sluico 
which dischal'gos illto tbo pouud, so that. not a particle of sawdust is allowed to dl'op 
into tbo rivor nnd is coofined in tho re<:eptaclo made for it, It is not permitted to 
escape from this, and tiO docs Dot go into the harbor below- a most. admil'8ble plan. 
The edgings aro carried on n Iflrge truck, also worked by maohinol'y, which runs on 
a sma lll'ailway aOl'03S the rivcI', nnd are thon thl'Owo dowo and bUl'oed away from 
the wator's edge, 'fhe salmon were moniog lip when [ was there, but. I regl'et to 
stalo tbat. thi~ rivor, being eomposod of n sorios of ellScades aod faUs, affords overy 
facility to the law.breakor, and nt night, I am told, they nre all hard at wOI'k poach. 
ing and dipping the ~almon as thoy como into tho pools on thoir IVtly up. Tho 
Wardon , lIall, told 000 he has tried cI'orything to provent it, but thcy h!l\,o scouts on 
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the w:l.tch, and on his approach, 3. si(ln:ii is given and thoy all run into the woods 
nnd evade biro; this i.:l his stal'Y. Howovor, dippin<r with largo nets if' [am told 
cardod on to n disasterou8 ~xten t. Qnco the s:lli[llo~ ronch the lake tb~y nro sard, 
and have a free, unobstructed courso for miles inlto tbo interior. iha mill docs not 
affect the river at a ll, being driven by wator from the lake above through a long 
wooden sluice. Excossi \'c poaching is tho only detl imont to this ri.cl'. 

9th J'me. 
1 visited tbo -East. Rin)l', of Sheet Harbor, I!ix miles by tb e mllin road from West 

River. Thero is n vOl'y largo milt and dam JUElt at tho tido-way, Q\vnoo by a Mr. 
Chisbolm, of Halifax, and thore has lately heclll ol'ocled thero a fis h·laddcr, which 
appenrs to be very well placed, but at tbe time I saw it there wus no water on it, nor 
wus thero any mill pond above; it was almost quite dry and filled with log@. 1 sa,v 
the gentleman in charge, Mr. McKenzie, who el:plnined th at they were then getting 
the l:l.st of the logs down and that the lumoorIlllen had closed the ri.er abovc com· 
pletely to f:u;i\itate their work, but that i~ wai~ only for a day or two, when the whole 
ri\'er would be opened and the fi sh· ladder in working order. Ho was unable to givo 

.... me any infonn$tion, however, respecting the working of the ladder. I understood 
him to say it was J,laced there last autum n ufter the salmon season was o\,el', and ho 
could not determine whether tho fish would talco to it or not . l~rom its position I 
should judge, howe't'O!', Ihllt it would answor the pu rpose intended, but 1 am UMble 
to mako any positive statoment concerning it. It was in good ordor as fal' as tho 
intol'ior was concerflCd. No pl'oeautions aro h'~ro taken to save tho snwdust; it is 
all thrown inlO tho ,,\I'cam, and mny be I;e(ln in quanti tics on tbo sbol'e for miles 
down tb(l harbor, Too first dam, called n rollin~ dam, that is, ono constructed to 
facilitato the driving down of logs, Mr . McKonzlo informed me, was 12 milos up 
stream, thel!luico be said, as was also tho case with e,'UI'Y rolling dam ubo't'o thi!!, 
again WIlS invariably left opon for the fiah to g et throu~h as EGon as tho logs camo 
down, and remained opon tho wholo timo aftCl' until tbe following spring, when thoy 
wore ri\"CI' dri\'i ng again. 

10th June, 

Dl"o't'e by conch to Mo~ her'l:! Ri\'or, ~4 mi!,~s from Shoot ll:u'bor, and Il.rrL"I'"ed 
thero late in tho afternoon. 

l1 /h June. 
I visited tho mill·dam at tho tide·way of this ri,er and e.xamined tho fi,b·laddC'l' 

rlaCed thero. It is ofconsiderttblo longth Ilnd situated on lhe wost side of the darn, 
bolie't'o aD orror in judgcm<mt was made horo whon it was constructed, as t\. short 

portion of its lower cnd hM been boarded in to keep 0\11. tho dirt, &c" coming 0"1'"01' 
the clam, from getting into tho buckets. This must ronder it d ll! k for a shortdistaoe{', 
which is a pity, An improvemont could bo mado by 80pal·al.ing tho hoards a littlo 
which CO\'OI' it, so as to let in moro light, It would have boon bettor, at tho outset, to 
have extended tho apron of the dam and mado it, project OVot' tho ladder. ffhis would 
ha,o carried off any dl{,ris and given moro light.. liowo"l'"er, the laddor seems to be 
a vcry serviceable ono. I could get no infel'm:JUon as to fish being Eecn 1.0 lli!ccnd it, 
but 16bould My they would find no difficulty whatover in gotling e~er tbe dam. I 
tben proceedod, in company with tho Warden, John PraseI', up stream from 
tho head of tho lake which is immediately s~bo\'e Tl'oop'!> dam, jnst alluded to, 
to a new millaod dam wh ich is bein9" erected by a Mr. John Low. Both nrc sti ll in 
an unfinished stato, bu t the work is daily being proceeded with. Mr, Lowe informed 
me ho is going to mako a natural fi:;h-pass hon:;, which shall contain enough water, 
at n!l seasons of the y ear, to enable fi"h to as('end and descend, and he says ho will 
personally attend to its always being kept fl'CO and !lpell, Tile mill und dam and wlltet'· 
course, he sluted, would aU be comploted this sea~on. .Fraser, tho Warden, who is 
an intelligent officer, and seoms to undol,stalld his bu~ine8s, assured mo that ho will 
see the fish pnss is propol'ly mado. T he l"ivel' iel clear abovo this for 7 miles, wbere 
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thero is :loathet' dam, owned by a ~h. Troop, tho proprietor of the unusoo mill at tbe­
tilleeway. II qllito obstructs tho rivor, and has neiinet' lndder nor fish-pass. This 
dnm is uselo.::s jll!!t now, as ill also t ho ono whero the laddel' is placed. I am told the­
mill bas not beon worked for three ycsLl·~.and no prospect, apparently, of it being put 
to any u~e for some !imo to come, if o.er. I vigitod, also, Smith's Bt'oak, 2 miles 
beyond Mosher's River, and found it quite clear uod unobstructod. It fiOWiI, M does 
also Mosher's Ri\'cr into Nceum Teuch Bay. It is famous for Eon trout nod gas­
percaux. 

12th June. 
Sunday. 

13th June. 
I drove this day to Loscomb River, in Guysbolo County, 15 miles from M~hor's 

Riv(lr nod 6 boyond Halifax Couoty lino. Thero is a large mill situtl.ted here at thl) 
tide-way, with a dam atl'etching complotely across, without either fish-pllis or ladder, 
but on aacenJing tho river abo\-e for about 1 mile I eame to an abrupt rise in tho 
river's bcd, fuUy 50 teet in height. E~en before the dam was pluuoo here, thi.s could 
never bave been u good fi~h rivor, for nothing ever could base gone beyond this, and 
1 mile of water would ne\'or make a ibh·broeding stream. Tho OWDors of the mill, 
Mesns, Todd &, Cre.ighton, uro quite willing to do anything tbo Depurtment fiUy 
require of them if called upon to do RO, but I would suggest th9.t they be left undis· 
turbed, and not be put to the expenso of u fish ladder, U3 the heavy fall aUudoJ to 
ultel"ly precludes the possibilHy of the river e.er being of any value to tho Provineo 
for fi sh. 

1 here ended my jottrney custody, having roachoi..! 123 milos fl'om B.alifax har­
bor, and, as I t ravelled by mail co:tch all tho w'!y, except a few miles by express, 
1 had, of necosF-ity, passed by streams which ought to bo visited, so I detcrmioed to 
~ee these on my bomeward journey, and to make a fl'csh start from IInlifllx tllI'ough 
Antigonirsb to 61enelg, at tbe forks, at the upper part of St, Mary's, tbo next river 
of impolbmce eastwards of Liscomb, and EO for a long cI'uis" i thence along the 
GUyoboro' const to Cape Canso, around Cape Breton, and homeward by the rivors on 
the northOl'n shores of (he Pro\'inco. Tho road, too, from L:scomb to Shel"brooke, at 
lhe towel' p:ll't of St. Mary'a river, is almost imp:llOsi blo, being little travelled on, and 
nover repaired. I left Li8comt:. at mid·day and retr'aced my steps for 9 milos, 
when I arri~eil at a large river on tho county line, called Ecum Securn. 1 ascended 
by myself, this stream, for about II mile and a·nalffroOl the main "oad, and came upon 
an old mill owned by a Mr, L eslie, 1t is all out of l'epnir Ilfid flliling into declly; tho 
dam is a winged one and does not impede the fish's pl'ogress upwards; part oftbe 
dam has rotted away, affordiog a still larger pa~sago, It i::l only 0. mattei' of n few 
years, when Ix>th mil! and dam will have cl'um\)led to piocoi; both are old and 
decayed, 1 went up stream 1 i'hould sny &not1191' mile 0 1' mile aud a hal!' and re!lebed 
uuother dam of LelSlie':!, It ouce formed a compieto burrier, hut now the gftte~ have 
mc.uldcred IIway, lIud thero is a free passage nL ull sea~onll. Eeum S2cum is 
unobstnwtcd. It ill a famous rh-(w, and abounds, in tbe propel' senson, in salmon and 
all other kinds of d\'el' fi-lh, It i~, however, infested with poacher:!, who have it all 
theil' own way. The place is n.lmOi>t altogetber uniuhabilcd, and tho Wardeu, Frascr, 
wbo lives at Moshers Riv6l', 6 miles away, canuot :~1I'1'11yS bo on the spot to watch 
them. They cun'y on their depredutioue, I am informed, pl'incipally il.t night) wilh 
nots, 

r rcacbed Moshel'S Ri.er lato in the aftal'noon, and remained thore nil night. 
I droyc by cbeup pi i\-ute conveyance to Salmon River, which run'! into BORver 

Harbor, aud on tbe road stopped to in~peet Mooaehead Stream, 3 milo;; fl'om 
)Ioshel's l~ivC!', noted for trout and gasperean8:. Abovo tbo roliiD rond some distanee 
there is a large sold stone dnm, owned by t! D,' . Campboll, of Sborbl-ooke, about 300 
foet in length (see plao attached, A to H). 'l'his totnlly ul>Slruets the rivet' so tbat 
fish can neitller get up Dor down, Provision should b~ made by the O\voer of tho 
crusher botb for the ascent and descent of tho fish, and a fioe grllting placed at C t? 

• 

• 

• 
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keep them out of the sluice loading to tho c)'usher, where thoy woul d be destroyed in. 
coming down to the sea. 

The sl uice hag Dearly ruined this stream, taking tho wuter from its logitimuto 
channel. I then came on to Quoddy, 10 miles from Mosher's River, and ascended it 
for some distance, It is a beautiful stream, unobstructed by mills or dam~ , and the 
inevitable lo~s that generally nrc found stopping any river on which there is a mill. 
I am told it IS quite clear to its source. 

On arriving at Salmon niver, 13 miles fE'om Mosher's niver, at mid-day, I 
ascended it for 4 miles from tbo tide-way. I found tho watcr extremoly low, but 
soon discovered tbo causo. A vCl'y valuable gold mino haa beon di~covoJ'cd horo, 
which is now being workod, and tho prospects are so good that a comp:lny has been 
formed, and they are about to erect u. ul'wihor, 1>0 they have temporarily JUUlI!lOU the 
river across, in order to build a permanent stl'ucture to enclose water to drive their 
machinery. The rivcr has two branchcs at thi!! place, which join opposite each 
other, ma.king tbreo streams. I could not find out whether the crusher will require 
one or mOfe of tho streams, or where the permanent dam is to be, but it would be 
mOilt advisnble that n. competcnt pef!!On should arrsoge fOl' n fish.way in tho new 
dam, while it is huildiog, and so prevent any stoppago of tho fish which now afe 
striking the river, or wiU, the first heavy freshet. Sillmon River \,vas alw:l.Ys noted 
for the great number of salmon aud SOli. trout tl1at yeady filled itg pools {Ol' miles up. 
J t nfl'ol'ded tho best fly.fishing of any stroam on tho southern coast. 

15th June. 
Took the coach for Tangier, and arrive1 late in tho cvoning, t he COr,Cll going DO 

£luthor that night. 

16th June. 
Was taken ill with hcavy cold, fever aud s<,vc!'e rhcmmatic p"ins, from gotting 

wet two d'l.ys before. I had folt ill on my journey in tho coach . 

17th,18th, 19th June. 
Confined to my bed at u fri ends house, the Rev. Mr. McLeod's. 

20th June. 
Feeling a liitlo better, I got fl. cheap dl'ivo over to consult Dr, J;lmiesoll, at Ship 

HIlt'bor, nnd al'tOi' receiving med ical advice and meciicinee, [managed to walk to tho 
dllm at. the mill at this place, ownod by B. Young & Co. I saw the fisb-laddor full of 
ga.apeI'Ollnx; tbey filled tbo buckets full and wero passing up in gl'ent numbers. I 
thioks 800 barl'Cls thoy told me, had alroad y been dipped in tbo rivor below tho ladder, 
but I urn not po;jitive as to tho exact Illlmba!'. 1 was informed by sevonll of t.he resi­
dents that neithel' tI'out no!' tmllllon hnvo evol' taken the ladder 01' bcon caught O!' 
soen about it since it was built. It is not well placed in tbo stream; it extends down 
the river too far from the dum, and I think thoy miss it. This is, I beliove, the fin;t 
ycar grtspcreaull: have takon to tbe ladder since it was constructed j at lcn~t, never 
were such quuntitics known to nscend it beforo. 

21st June, 
Too ill nUll ill pili II to coulilHIU a. {m-tIHlL' ill"J)celion, ( look tho conch direct to 

lJa:i fax, which I I'cll.<,hcd, having travelled OYOI' 250 miles by pG"t !'wd. 
2~nd iu 30th June. 

Confined to my bed at home and under the medical ca!'o of Dr. Cowio, M,D., who 
pronounced mo suffering from feYor aDd cold, induced by tho oold, weL and incloment 
weather which prevailed during my toar of iDspeClion. 1 attach tho medical certi· 
ficato. 

I hope, in a dlly or i WO, to resume my duties and procoed around 611Y1>001'0' and 
Capo .Breton coasUl, aDd to visit also the river!! on the north shoro of tho Province. 

H~ED. II. D. VEll'n. 
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HALIFAX, N.S., 2nd July, 1881. 
I ha"t'o attonded profossionally, l~. H. D. Vieth, Esq, since June 2Znd, ,vho has 

boen suffering from severe cold and fe-. er, induced byalmost constant exposure while 
tl'svelling in th.o cold, wet and inclement wcathol' which prevailed all through tho 
month. Ho is still unwoll, and will not, probably, be fit to resume his aedvo duties 
for somG daye to como. 

ANDREW J. COWIE, .M.D., &0, 

DI ARY, 

FOR TilE MONTU OF J ULY, 18S1. 

1st and 2/1d July_ 
Confined to bed with cold dnd fovor. 

Sunday . 
Brd July. 

4th July. 

Writing up diary fol' June from nOtes (,;till confi ned to my room). 

5th July. 
Pl'cral'ing fait, copy fol' {t·nnsmiesion. 

6th July. 
Deposited copy of diary and expense accounts with MI' .. Johlliltono, and aftor· 

wllrd~ rocci"t'cd a lotter {rom the Acting Ministm' of Marine and Fisheries, dirocLing 
mo to conlor with MI'. Rogrrs. Immediately wrote to Mr. Rogor~, a~king \vhen 1 
should bo aulo to cat'ry out tho Minister',. ordel', aod enclosing copy thereof, 

71h July. 

Awaiting hi~ Ull swer j rocei,od this day a telegra m, askiug mo to come to 
Amherst. 

8th July. 
Took train for Amherst, and spent somo hom's with Mr. 

fishery intorosts and consul ting him as to my future I'OU\O. 

9th July, 
Returned to lIal'fax from Amherst.· 

10th Ju ly. 
Sund J1 Y· 

lIth July. 

Rogol's di.oussi ng tho 

Took tr:lin for Wind-m', to visit tbo Al'on, Ycnndct', St. Croi :<:', Kennetcook and 
Hebert RiveI'll, ill lillll \S County. 

12th July. 
I proceeded by morning train to Ellorhnuson St.ation, 9 milos from Windsor, and 

with a guide reached the dam situated just below Ponhook Lako. It forms a com· 
plete barrier, without fish-pass or ladder. Returning, I fou nd,5 miles no!trer tho soa, 
Beckman's mill. It has 1\ dam 17 feet ill height, and no provision made for fish. 
Below it, about t of a mile, is EUerhl\uson's raper mill, in tbe same condition. Stilt 
nearer tho tido-way ia Spenser's lumber mil, about t mile distant, unprovided with 
fiab-way. Half-a-mile from this I reached Smith's woollen factory, and below it 
Dawson's cloth mill, both completely fiCross, The whole river is blockod from Pon­
hook to tide-way. 

Mr. Burnham, tho Overseer, told mo he knew of tho condition of the river, and 
had reported it officially some time ago, and that ho had reco)ivod instructions from 
the Hon. Jo~oph liowo to abandon making it, for 3 timo, a fi.h river. Sinco then he 
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slates he received from the Dopartment summofl5cs, wbich ho was to I'()I'VC, and did 
so, on the priucipal millers whose dams ob"tructed the rh'cl'; hi" in~tructionil being 
to 301''10 tho eummODSC8 only nnd await further orders. 

13th July. 
With Bllrnham, the Overseer, visited Lyons' mill, on the wc~t branch of tho 

A,on River, 9 miles from Windsor, !lnd at the tide way fuund tho dam docil not in 
any way inlerfore whh the noshes' ascent, tho mill machinery OOiDg drivoll by water, 
coovoyed by n long sluice on the wost side. One mile above this tlloro oxisted, two 
yonrs ago, a mill nod dam, owned by a 11[1'. Morton, bu~ the datu was 8W;!pt away by 
a fre , hot, and tho mill afterwards was bUI'ut; from this, for many milos, tho river is 
clear. Visited Hobert's mill, 9 miles from Windsor, on tbe east branch, and at the 
tide-way found a dum completely across; uo provision made for fisb, i.e, no laddcr 
or natural fish'pass: 'Vbile thero tbo men wure at work endeavoring to l'aise some 
planking, which blocked a sluice through the dum, and which is nbout 7 feet wide, 
and through it the head of W:lter in tho mill pond is allowed to escape completely. 
This reduces the mill pond to the original ril',w, and it is left opon wben tho mill is 
not in operation. I would suggest (and tho mill owner is willing) muking a fish · 
way on tho wost side, whicb shall be permanently open, ha\'ing nn evon flow at all 
timos (regulated by a gate at top) of li'Om 2-1 to ~6 inches. This place was in ycal"lO 
past, so lh. Bu rn ham informs me, highly flpoken of by Mr. Venning as one of tho 
bost situations for a natural fish.pass ho bad ~oen in tho Province. Tho millol' would 
do this nl his own oxpcme, and do it effectually. I then pl'Ococdcd up stream to !!l-. 
'V. PnlmOl"S mill. 2 milbS fI'om lIobart's. I found tbel'o a naturnl W:lter·courso 
made on the wc~t side of bis dam, wllich is a low one, and tbough tho pass is even 
now a servicoa\.Jil.l Ollt', ho promi~ed (on hearing the dam Ilt Hoburt's mill \,6S to be 
oponed) to enlal'ge and deepen it. An island here dividos tho rivcl', and i~is contem· 
plated, at his own expollse, to block tbo east I!ido with logil and bnllllilt, so as to turn 
the fitih into wllat might be tormed tllo main cbannel. .~.1l-. W. P almel' assures me be 
will !it onco cloul" the channc( and mako a &'000 "way" through tho tihallows from 
tbo deep pool lx'low up to the pass in this mill-dam. 

Visited MI'. Francis Parker's mill on tho Meander. Thoro Ilre no obstructions 
betweon this aod the tide way, Tbo mill is about D miles from the sea, that is, 
following the course of the river's winding". Above Mr. Parker'" mill thero aro only 
sballows and smal l brooks nod sW:lmp~. I would ~uJg(lst that his mill be undistul bod, 
as it is doubtful if fish would seok to ascond further, and thOl'o are 9 miles of good 
waler fOI" spawni ng purpo,es. The riveI', at best, is tl. small ono, and abovo MI'. 
Parker's dnm it is morely a good sir.oo brook only, Pnrker's mill is 12 miles from 
Wind801'. Too mu(;h !!-awdu-t is hero allowed to go into tho rivol' nnd should bo pre· 
"ented, 119 the stream is, Ilt places, vOI'Y shallow, and it consequontly chokes it very 
much. I thon went on to Kennelcook and found tho ri,er in charge of Mr. Moshor 
(Warden) in good OIdol" t\ud cleur of ob~tl'Uctions. I ascended it for somo dist.anco, 
but not the whole war, as it is for 22 miles unimped~d and only nt its vOI'y source, 
whore it is but II smail brook. There is a dam ownod by a Mr. 1I0nnigan, SO the 
Wardon infonooo me, but tho salmon spawning grOllndR 1I.1·e below it. Sea trout, 
shad, and g!l.sporenux do not frequent this ri vor, only salmon, and those novel' aLtain a 
groat size, Mr, Mosher states, lhe people along its banks aro vel'y careful not to 

" tl'nngress tbe lnwand ho has no trouble or difficulty in cfll'rying out his instm\!­
tions. 

Visited th o dum at Lochllrt & Cochran's mills, on tho Ri,'ol' llebert. They 111'0 
sitnated just at tho tido.way nnd tbe dllm stretchos complotely Bcross the rivol" I 
should say it was abou t 15 foot iu beight; of course nothing can pass it. It would ba 
impossible to mllke a natural fisb pass· here, aod a laddol' of tho old pattorn running 
down st/enm, from tho top of tho dam, would bo porfoctly unserviceable. The most 
effectual, in fact, the only laddor that would answer here, would bo aftor Mr. Rogers' 
palent, vi?.: Bog;nning at tho b:l.se of the dam and extending up stroam into tho mill 
pond. 'fbis is tho onlyd9m on the rivel' of 9ny importance, and tho fish ho.\'o 0. cloal' 



run of 14 miles, to theil' spawning grounds, as soon I1S they pass this obstruction, I 
am s,trongly of opinion that tho Hobol,t is superior to any other in lhnts 
County as a fish· breeding river, It is wid or, deoper and more suited for salmon thaD. 
the A\'on, Kcnnotcook, or aoy of the others, 

Returned by truin to Halifax. 

Sund:l),. 

In Halif:n:, writing up diary. 

16th Ju'y, 

17th July, 

18th July. 

19 th Ju'y. 
At tbe l'('quest of .1f r, Tolson, tbe caretaker of the fish·breeding establishment at 

Bedford and Warden of the Sackville River, I accompaniod him to sce the big jam 
nnd to ins~t the mills nlx:rve. 'J.'he formm' is situated nbo;ut 5 miles from the 
tide.way. We found tbe river tot!llly ob"truCLed for ab»ut 100 yards. It h!UI com· 
pletely turned the main river from its propm' COU I'SO, A small channel has forood 
itself th rough on the C:lst side, which if widcnod and clearod, would now afford a frce 
passage and, in timo, form itself into a regular stroam, similar to the W!l.tel's abovo and 
below it. 'Tho cost to make this channel would be about S10, and the gl'ant of tho 
privilege to conduct it thr{lUgh private proporty convoyed to the Government 
b.y the owner, Mr. Richnrd Pevorell, wonld not exceod 530. Proceeding up strenm 
I! miles, we came to McKenzie's mill. There is hero an excollent oppor­
tunity to mnke a suitable pass on the eust sido 01 Lbo dam, and which tho owner is 
will ing to do at his owu oxpenso, He Hwes all his Ellwduilt. 

FUl·ther up, about 1 milo, we came upon lourmi]!!, tho first Ilf~d second owned 
by Mr, 'l'homas, of lInmmond'sPlain", tbo third by Nathan Hili"" and lastly, IIc!ler'~, 
a few rods below tho foot of tbe l!t.ko, All theso have dams whicb totully obstruct 
the river, but the mo~t formidable is tho last namod, whero a ladder, with its oponing 
at the h!l.!<o ort.he clarn nn,1 I'nnning upwnnis (Ru(·h AA lih. noger~' pntenl) would 
nlone remove tho difficulty, AU theso mill owners are guilty ofa bl'each of the law, 
thero boiug not only no provision mado at all for koeping tho sawdust out of the 
I ivar, but overy facility affordod nt each mill fOI' it to fall into tbo Atroam. Tbe water 
is thick with it fOI" miles down, and the butlks whitevcd with tbo quantity 
deposited by high wntor. Above those obstnlctions named, thero al'e numbel'S of 
lakes with good streams funning into tllem, atfol"ding oxeollenL spnwning ground!', 

Drove to Ch('zeteook, 2~ m:1os from Halifllx Harbor, and auw tho wholE) 
of the riv(ll', fl'om the gl'oat Chc7.ctcook Lak~ to tho tide-way, and found tho river 
clear from the lako to thc hend of tho Long Pond. 

21st July. 
Ploceeded to visit t ho lower part of tho ri\'Ol' fl'om tJJO tido'\\"lIY to tho foot of 

the Poud meutionod uhovu, lIud fount! t1w ~1r'C;H!l, fOI" hOIlIUdil>luucu up, ull I>tuppcu: 
witb slone9, oxeopt one 11I1.1"1'0W passngo, which l followed up fur abouL 200 yard!', 
until I cnma to Iwo wnlls built hig"h out oftbe wflter, extending on eithO!' sido fOl' 
ahout 25 0 1' 30 feot, completoly :m'oa'ing tho pl'o~ro:s of tho fisb, except .. 
at a spaeo left opon in tho centro of tbe current, noont 5 or 6 fcot wide. Hero the 
guide "howed mo tho remains of n wooden trap which had been t:.ken out of tbis 
place, and destroyed tbree dnys previou,ly by two gentlomen from tbe city, who 
lound it set thel'e. Tho wal! of stODO r('aebeu (i.-om the wooden trap to the sboro, 
and guided the fiosb into it. 'Ih 'l)' pnosod throngh an aper·turo about 18 inches 
wide in tbis destr ucli"fe engine, and wore tben captured in 1\ pound /r'om which they 
eonld not ('scapo. I eXfllUinod tho portions of tho trap whiub wero thl'own on tho 
~horo, and saw on many of them quantities ofgreon ~\ime, showing, e .... idently it had 
not been of feccllt con'truction, but had, in nil probability, been tbero the wholo apriLg. 
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The Warden for this river, Doonld McCIQam, iil"cs 5 miles away, and by tho 
trap baving been no inconsiderable time in the water, it would almost appear as if he 
had not visited tbo rivor tho whole sonson. A morc flagrant neglect of duty it would 
be hard to imagine. I omitted to mention that a resident on tho ri ver, Samuel SoIc@, 
wrote to lIeClcam, tolling him of the existenco of tho trnp three days before it was 
destroyod, hut Solos told me no notice was taken by tho Wardon of bis lottoI'. Si lt 
days aftor that lcttor was W I ittan, I found tho r'iVlll' all blockC!d and tho stone walls 
standing. 

2Znd Juh'. 
Drove to P on nnn t Rh'or (18 miles), and that afternoon took a boat, and crossing 

tho Grand Luke roached its outlot, at which point. tbeLO\o;'or Pennant Rivor commences. 
1 follo wed its course the whole way down to tho salt watct', and found it quito cleal' 
of any obstruction, 1 believe a groat doal of poaching goos on when the gasporeaox 
are in tho river, Salmon aro fl'eely and openly dipped, anti. no law is obser .... ed with 
regard to days or bours for fishing j Sundays, as woll as tho other six: are utilized, 
Tbct'e is no looal Warden, as far liS I could loan}, thore on the spot. 

23rd July . 

I took the boat to the head of tho Grand Lake and followed tho r i\'cr up to tho 
Ragged L 'lke abovo, and found it quito clear, From tho hoad of Ragged Lako it 
becomes, as ono tl3conds it, little mOl'e thad a good sizod brook, but alrOl'ds oxcollont 
spawning gl'ou nd~ , Ponnant is froquentod by II good many salmon , grislo and b'out, 
a nd is noted, in Lho season, fO l' shoals of gMper·caux, 

21th Jut!" 
Sunday, 

25th and 26th July. 
Employed on urgent privalo affairs nnd preparing for a len~lhened tour of 

inspection of some week~' duration, through .Pictou, Anligolli~h, Guysboro Coun, 
tics, etc. 

27th Jufy 

Took the train for Pictou and tlrl'i'l'"cd ther'o at 9 in the e .... ening. 

28th Jul~" 

Unfavorable for inspection; wet weat her, 

2!.llh July, 
Dl'Ove to Rivor J ohn, 18 miles from P~ton, and viilited DUDcan \V iOI"iI mill, 1 

milo aoove the tideway, Thoro is hel'e a large dam wh ich totnly obst,'ucts tbe river, and 
wi lhout any provi~ioll whatov\lr for fish to ascond, 

30th July , 
Visited, with tho Overseor, Mr, Oh:IS, Henry, Robert Allan's mill, situn.l01 about 

3 miles from t.he tideway. It i::l unprovidel with 11 fi,h pass 01' laddor Wo then 
drove o\'er to tbo Oil;;t branch of tho River John, commonly known US Black River, 
and SilW Wylie's mill dam, 6 miles from tboISen., aud found it in tho !laLle condition 
as the olhors, a comploto obstl'uetion. We tbOD: rotllt'nod and I took the shore road for 
l)ictOIl, visiting, on my way, Koeks' B t'ook, Toney and Cariboo Rivel's, A Mr. J ohn 
McCrea h:\S a mill at the tidoway on 'foney Hiver, 12 millJS from P ioton, with dam 
norosF].; the others are unobstructed for flome distanco up, but they are throe vory in, 
eignific4nt stream!!. Tho rivers 1 have ~i5 itecl in Pictou County, up to tbis date, aro 
shaliow, and salmon do not come up them until lato ill tbo fall to spawn. Shad aro 
qllito unknown. 

3 1st JlllJ.', 
Sunday. 

FRED H, D. VeITH. 
nOPEWEJ,r" PICTOU COUNTY, 3rd August, 1881. 
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DIARY. • 
~OR TilE MONTI! O~' AuousT, 1881. 

1st August. 

1 took tbe morning train from Pictou to Hopewell station, and srrh'od during 
the foronoon . I immediately called upon tho Warden, Mr. Dan . Frllser, nnd witb 
him visited first McDonald, Bro~'. mill, 6 miles from the tide.way on the west branch 
oj the Eas~Ri .. e!·, and found ul'uined, u~elosa ladder on the north-west side, It is but 
a fragment no\v, and I should say had nC\'Qf been I'opail'cd since it was built. I theD 
proceeded down stream to Mr. Grey's mill, about haIfa mile bolow MrDonald's and 
5~ from tho tido.\'v'ay. Hero thoro is an old fish·ladder bl'oken and choked with rub· 
bish, not wOl,th tho repairing. Both this and tho OM at McDolln.ld's, must bava 
shined their positioD~ in some way or tbey novel' could bave bcon serviceable, as the 
grade is only about I foot in 3 or -i, while 1 foot in 7 is cODsiderClI as steep as praetic. 
able for fishes' ascent. A Ehort distance below Grey's mil1, n Mr. J, W. Grant is 
about to orect a woollen faotol'Y. He docs Dot appear willing to make any provieion 
in his dnm now in course of ercction, and seomcd determined no~ to build n ladder, 
MI', .Frasel' and I then drove up the East River itself, arriving about 9 miles from tlH) 

tide· way at Mr, Grant's mill-dam, There is a broken nnd useless ladder here on the 
cast side, in a state tbat would scarcely warrnut r.:lpair, 

2nrl August. 
At, Hopewoll, writing up my l'epOl't from notes foJ' tho m')nth of J uly, 

3rd AU9W:,-(, 

At llopcwoll, writing up my I'eport from uotes fol' the mouth of July, nud prepa:-­
ing a rnir copy for tl'nnsmission. 

At New Glasgow, Drove with Mr, Ritchal"d, the O'erseor, to Middle River, and 
fOllnd, at Thomll8 Connolly's mill, at about 1 mile f"om tbe tido,W:l,}', a fish .laddol'; it 
is hardly sCl'viC'eable, butduriug hcavy fre~hets, when a grent body of waleI' is in tho 
rinr, the dam is so low that fish ensily got oyer it. From Cor.onol\y's to }~ruso .. 's 
6rst miJl.dam, is about 7 miles, nero thero is a barrier 11 feet high , HaIfa milo ::: 
11.00 .. 0 Fl"a~er's second mill stands, with n 12 foot dam without 0. passage. Still 
ascending to the district. of Concord, 3 miles i)(>yond, is built J nmes Murray'tl structure, 
12 feet in height, nnd thM 2 miles I\way the f01'ks are roached. Going up one of 
thcSG, fl. dam is fOllnd at. Wilkins' Grant, find Oil the otber (tho Glengarry one) 3 miles 
from tbe junction of tho lwo streams, Hugh .A.!cArthUl"'s dam sWnds. At Wilkins' 
Grant tho dam is ownod by Neil Mathewson, and is I milo from the forks; both are 
total ob~truotions nnd tire from It to 12 loot high. It ia stated, but I have no reliablo 
means of pOl"sonnlly n~ccrtnining it to be a fact, thai salmon spawn yearly about 1 
mile below l<~I'a~el"8 dam. If so, it cnn only be becnuse that. barrier, for ycars, has 
prevented their going further. Wo thon visited West Ri"er,3 miles to the west· 
ward of Middle River. Up to 7 miles from tho tide.wny it is qu ite clear, but at that 
point a dnm is placed at tho top of tbo flills, which are ~O foet in length , and nrc in 
throo drops (so to spank) of tho river's bod. Salmon, it is snid, neVOI' wont beyond 
this fall, whi0h I am vory doubtfu l of, and a f~ w shots of dyoamite, nnd a laddor of 
Rogers' patent, would pnt thllir ascent beyood a doubt. Tbey now have to ~pawn on 
a !';andy beach 2 nil s below. Sawdust W:IS nt ono time thrown in abundance into 
this l'ivor and fi8h, especially trout, became allOost unknown, but of Inte yoars it ha!>, 
owing to the lumber being annually cleared been dellied lesf! and leM> by tho 
nnisancc, and tbis season, fOI" the 6rst time for many years, soa trout have retul 'nod to 
the river. Thero is good te~timooy to establitib this as a fnct, I think that us the 
stream is rapidly, of itself, impro-ring, nothing further need be done, t;hould it be 
decided not to improve the falls or place a ladder. 

5th August. 
I drove to McClennan's .Brook, a tl'ibutary of tbe East Ri\""er r..nd onco a fine 

stream 1m' trout, and 4 miles from Ncw Glm,gow, and found two dams obstructing it. 
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The lower ono ownoo by Scott Frasor, the upper by lJl\CKintosh; tbey are both vory 
high i again, ~ milos abovo I found Daniel McDVn81d'fI, and i loarned that 2 miles 
beyond ( I bad not timo to visit it, having to go on to Suthorland's River) thoro i~ 
another owned by .l>onald McPherson . AU dams on this stream are unprovided with 
fi sh· ways of any kind. I thon ratUl'ned to tho cross-ronds and wont over to Suthor­
land'!! River, 5 miles off. I SAW John McPh(~I'tIOn'8 dam, 15 foot in height, a comploto 
stoppngo, and 1 milo bolow and 3 from tho tide way is Pllrk'8 dam, situate at tho hoad 
of vory heavy falls. Tho WlltOl' horo was 80 low that it. WAS impoSEiblo to form any 
accurate idoa whethcl' this rocky fOl'mation has hithol'to, :ll! I WM told, barred always 
tho fi sbos progres~, but I am quite convince;1 a few chargos ofdynnmite, at n trifling 
coat, would sooo enable any thing to reach tho waters above, A~ Fl'oach Rivel', on itij 
,,"cstel'n branch, there is n mill·dam called Stewart's, whi.ch blocks it up, It is 
situated 1 mile from the tide-way, and 1 mile above it i8 a similar !ltructuro, barring 
the wny. On the eastern brallch again, 4 milcs from tho 8011., is McDougall's dam 
without a fish-pass, I have not socn Ilt nuy of the mills for SAwing lumber, iucloded 
in t.ho abo\'o, any menos whatcver Ulken to prevent the fnll of i'awdust into tho 
rivor, 

Glh August. 
Hainillg bea,-ily; wlWng up rough diary from noto·book, 

'illl Augllst. 
Stmdny. 

Took the : rain fOl' Atl ti~onish. 

8th August. 
Poured rain all day, 
9th AugWlt. 

I visited Rlmey's Rivor (in Pictou County). About 6 miles from the tide· way 
is situated a mill, at tho junction of tbo wost brnnch with the main river; it is 
called Dewar's factory. Unce thoro wss a laddcr boro, but tho railway has cut it 
ofT or tilled it up, and thoro is no,v no passnge for the fish, whilo slabs, shavings, snw· 
dust, &c., aro frooly bestowed upon tho stroam. Tho dam is about Hi or 16 foot high 
and no opportunity whato'l:,ol' prosont.s itself of mnldng n natural fiah·way, one of the 
now patent, is required, to'Oe of any uso, Pr"Oceooing up the woat branch for 2 milos, 
1 found Robinson's mill and dam i still ascending 1 roached Daniel CamCl"On'8 dam, 
and ~ miles abovo this is situated J. Dunn'sj all theso are total obstruction!!, with­
out any way for fish , and sawdust, &c., i~ thrown in ovorywhero, I omitted to 
mention that on the main or middle river, 8 mil<l8 from snIt w:ater, is built Kenneth 
Cameron's dam, unprovided with fish ·pass; the rest of the rivor is clenr. 

Salmon frequent this river and its branches in fair numbers iu tho fall I am told, 
but vory many, while full of spawn, are mCl:eileS81y sponred and netted by poacherfl, 
in FpilO of the Warden's watching, From the fnet of I!almon still visiting this stroam, 
to moot thoir fate at the foot of tho dnm by poachor's spel\rtl, ouo can imagi ne what 
n prolific stream it could be mndo wero assistance and pl'olection afforded tbo fish . 

Bailoy's BI'OOk, 6 milos from Thu'ney's Rivor, wns "OI'Y rnl"Cly fl'equcntod by 
~"Imon in ite boat days. 1t is now, how over, obstrucloo ill ijovoral piaccli by dams, 
and an excellent trout stroam is ruined. 

10th At/Just. 
ANTIOONIIHI.- [ visited in the morning Wright River, a tributary of the West 

River, and lOaw Trottor's, or Murphy's, dam. The ll\d.der once placed hero, bas been 
eu~ off by the railway, but in roplacing it, a W!lrden is badly wanted to gllllrd tho 
watol'fl above it. Thore is no one thero now, and poaching is, in tbe fossen, nightly 
carried on to an alarming extent, The dam is about 6 foot high ::Ind without any 
fi sh-way, I thcn drovo round to S. Tbompson's mill, Rnd saw above it the dam, 
Although it strctchos across fl'om bank to blink, it is 80 low that salmon and gRsllOo 
reaux, during tho timo tllM tho watCl' is high, and thoy take to tHe rivor, would have 
more than onough wator to pnss ovol"it. COlltinuing up Bll"eam for 3 mil('p, I arrived 
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at J. Thompson's uum. It is similarly built with S, Thompson's, and in time of 
(rcr.hei would ofl'or no opposition to fisb. Abo\'o tbis tbo l'jvor has a clear opon run. 
In tho fl.ftemoon I drove to McDonald's mill, on tho Jamos' Rivor, about 3 miles 
from ita junction with tbo West Rivor, and feuud it situated on a part of tbo river 
whol'o it is divided by an island. The othel' side is open, and tbo dam affords no 
obstacle to fish ascending. R'Jiow it 2 milO!! are tho Brothers McDonald's old mills and 
carding factory. A dam onco existed hol'o, but tho mills arc in disuse now, and ha\'o 
boen so for a considornblo timo, and tho dam has rotted away and boon destroyed by 
freshots. Tho rivet' James is, thorefo1'o, cloar and in good ardor. 

11th August. 
I drove for!) miles from Antigonish to MoDonnld's dum, on tho ~utu Hivor,5 

miles from tho tide -way. It has no fish· pass nor eSMpo of wator by tLe sido of it, but 
it is so low that I should think whon tho rivor was full, as it invariably is in the tall 
when salmon seck i.t, that thoy would havo no diffic\llty in gotting vver it. 1 tbon 
proceeded up stroam for 3 miles to .Frasor's dam. H is about 10 foot io height at low 
water, but in high freshets salmon might IMp it. I saw the remains of an old ladder 
placed bore some time ago by Mr. Rogors, but only a few sticks of timb~r aro stand· 
ing. It had never been repaired from tbe day it was built, and oach year's £I'oshot 
had cut away a portion, until now ouly a fl'agment oxists, D.-maid Mcllullin's dam, 
4 miles up, is a wingO<! ono, 1 thon drovo dowu tho South River and acroBsthrough 
St., Androw's nod Pomquet to Littlo or Bayfiold River, and visited the tbrco dams 
there. The one noarGst tho soa, Jamos Randall's, is i of a milo [('om tho tide.way; 
Georgo Irish's t a milo :l.bovo, and McChosney's t milo beyond this. 'rhey are nU 
providod with [uddors, although at proscnt vOl'y much damaged by ice and spring 
froshots, and rcquil'o puttir.g in order before tho run ot tho salmon in Ootober and 
November, All the poopfo about, that r convel'8ed wi~h, told mo tho salmon take 
readily to tbo l:~ddors evol'y yem', Thoy :1.1'0 old faehionod make, of a very gentle 
gl'ado and well situated, 

12t1~ AuguM, 
I dl'o1;'e to Littlo Tl'!lcadio, G~ milos from Littlo or Bayfiold River, and visited 

its east branoh, and at o.bout 3 milos from tho tido,way found l1ulbol,t'tI dam. It is 
very old and purt.ly bl'okon alVay, and in all probability the next. freshet or two \vill 
sweep it olO!lr of t.ho stream; howevor, it, at prcsent, doos not hinder tho fitlb 
passing, 

I drovo ovor tben to main Tl'aCllllio River, and found a Ihh-Iadder on the Mona,. 
tery'tllowel'dam. His vory old, bllt would be serviceable woro tho grado not too 
steop. It i!.l, r should 8:1.,}", only 1 foot in 4, and about 18 foot in length, Salmon ai'· 
rivo here Into, as they do in all Antigonish rivel's, that is, tho ond of OctobGr and 
Novombel· principnlly, and ( 10arD that tho beavy fl'llshota that como down tben covel' 
dam and fi!!h·w!l), frQm 1 to 3 feot, so the I:lddol· is useless for them. Gasporeaux, 
bowevor, strivo to get OVOI' this dam by tho laddol'in tho ~prillg, but arc uDnble, on 
uccount 01 its too abrupt pitoh, 1 then wont on to Monastory dam No, 2, which is 
extremoly and unusually high, bDing, I ShDUld say, at low watOl", 20 feot. Only a. 
patent laddor could opon up this barl'ier, Salmon go as fnr as ita foot, but gaspol'oauK 
do not reach b('low tb~ low dflm, Abovo this 1 milo is Tbomag Durney'sdam, but it 
i;; bnl'mloss until the big bnrrior be opened, 

13th August, 
I drove back Ihis morning toPomquot and asoended the west bl'llnch, or Blnok 

River, and inspected Alex, Chi~holm's da.m, about 8 foet high, 2 miles from the tido­
way, and saw no laddol' or PIlSS, I went up f:ltill furtber, for 3 miles,_ to Donald Mo· 
Donald'!! dam, also an obstruolion, about 8 or 9 fe()~ high, S.l.wJust if! fmoly 
thrown in the rivor, about both mills, as wolla!! slabs, ed~ingg and sticks of all kinds. 
I omitted 10 mention Alox, McDonald'lI dam, I! miles abOve tllis, wbioh stretches 
quito !'Ioross, lIe neithor saves his ~a wdust 1lul' bas provided any fish·pass. Tho 
main r omquot R:"or is olear. 
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14th August. 

15th August. 

CAPE BnUON.-Took tho train from Antigonish to Port Hflilti[l~ j ombarked on 
ooard tho" Clyde," and roncbcJ Sydney on tho morning of tho 16th, at 4 o'clock. 

16th August. 

Heu\'y storm of wind and min all dny. 

l'ith August. 
SliU raining at. iDtorval~, but being unwilling to delay longer, [ drovo to Cow 

Bay, 22 milos from Sydnoy, and visited Martel's Brook. 2 miles from tho villago. I 
found thoro an old mill and dam, belonging to John Martol, but tho dam hns boon 
broken away by freshets, and only part of it remaining st.anding, so fi~h pass by it 
easily. 1 thon drove on towards Burko's, at tho Albert Bridge. over th(} Mira (16 
miles fl'om Cow Bay), and reached Black Brook. Thia is a fino river, Wllich flows 
into the Mira, about ~ mHos from whcre Mira Gut empties into the Atlantic. it is 
much frequented by river fiah of all kindt', and quite uDobstrnctoo. 

18th August. 
Drove to tbe Sal moo River, which itflWS ioto Cataione Lako, that dischal'gcs ioto 

Mira Bay. It is of cons ide ruble length aod si1.e, aod is unobstructod from its SOurce 
to tbe tidowa.y. I then proceeded to Grand Lako Stream, which runs into LorUll 
Harbor. &t.ween Grand Lake and the tideway uro two smallor bt'sDchos, which 
~mpty into it. Its principal tributary, hOWON!", is Six Mile Brook, which flows out 
of large lakos, called rCSpOCli\'oly, Stowan's and Morrison's. Thoro are no milldams 
wbato\'"er. Tho next largo bay-Gaburus-haa two rivers: Landing Covo Brook lind 
Kennington Cove Bt"OOk, the lattet· running out of Twelve Mile Lake. Both are free 
from any obstructions, 

(I must mention hore that tho word U brook" docs not, in Capo Breton, always 
signify a small rivulet, for some of the so-culled brooks ;u·e, in roality, rivers of coo­
siderablo width and depth, and are salmon bearing; while streams called" rivers" 
are smaller thao some 01 the bl'f)()k~. l?or instance, MoLeod's Brook bas a greaLer 
volum~ of water, and is broader tuan Benacadie Rivet·. There are many of thasG 
taking their rise in low gl'Ounds, and f"d by swumps nnd springs, that only salmon 
and trout frequent yearly, but which gnsperoaux nevor cnter; but this is easily 
accountod for, from the fact that ga~vel"eaux: invariably seck only thoo-e rivel·s that 
afford ingress to a tw.ndy lake. Such it locality, it i8 well kno.vD, is thoit· favorite 
spawning ground.] 

1 ne~n vi~itcd tbe upper part of tho B()\fJ·y Iftl(es and stl·ellm~. 1'ho wholo of 
tbese waters are froo and open to tbo Atlnnti(.l. Roturned to Burko's, at tho Albol·t 
:l3t·idge over tho Mira. 

19th August. 

Drovo up tbe Mira, Il. brQ:ld, dcep sheet of water, more resembling a succession 
1:IflnkCB tban a river. Following its windings (on lhe main road that skirts it) for 
about 8 milea, I reached TI'Qut Brook, a tributary of the Mira. It is n good sized 
stream, and famous for trout (and sometimes salmon, in the proper season), unob· 
structed by any mill dams. I pas!Wd othel" small streams, but tbey are frequented 
by a few trout only. Cro::!sing the Marion Bridge, J drove to Ball's mill (10 milos up), 
situated on a small tributary of the Salmon Hiver. It is built just at its junction, 
but thntdnm itnd Mclntyre's nbove do not affect the main river nt all. I next visited 
the Gaspereaux, which, with the Salmon, are tributaries of the Mil·a. Both nre salmon, 
bearing, but the latter only is yearly filled with g'aspereaux. No dams exist on 
either streams. Leaving Ball'~ mill, I drove acrosa l1uotingdoD'~ Mountains, for 10 
milee, until I reached the bead of the East Bay of the Great Bras D'Ot· Lake. Thcre 
nre numbers of large streams which, near bere, empty into Forks L9ke, on one of 

134-3 
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which is McLean's mill, where there is total obstrnction . This is about 4 miles from 
the Sydney Post Road, and about 2 miles from tbe head of East Bay, on Gillis & 
McAdam's Brook. There arc situated Uaroeroo's saw and fulling mills. The Forks 
or Spanish River opons into Sydney Harbor, and is perfectly clOEl.r. Other stre~ms 
than those mentioned disch:lrge into it, which are free and constitute fioe spnwDlDg 
grounds. 

20th Augu.st. 
Drove from Sydney to B!\U's Creek, 8 miles, aod ascending it for about It milo.[O, 

l'cnchod Roche'a mill. There is a wide dam placed hOl'O, but no ladder. The owner 
informed me Hie onc he bad built was carried away, dnm and all, by flo froshet, but he 
is about to construct another fish-ladder at once. Mr. Wilmot is, I believe, to trap 
parent salmon bore this autumn for the use of the breooing e3w.blishment now in 
process of being built at Sydney. The river is unobstructed from this to its fork!l at 
French Vale. On one of tboge only McDon:lld's dam stands; tho other is perfectly 
clear, I thcn drove on to Leeche's Creek, 10 milos from Sydnoy. and visited Wal­
sou's mills further up, neal' the foot of Forester's Lako. Both are stopped com­
pletely by dams, without ladders or fish.waYij. Returning to Sydney in tho after­
Doon, I drove for 6 miloll on the Glace Bay road, and walked by tho mill road to 
Howley'S dam, on tho souLh·wcst brook, running into Lingun 13ay. There is an 
excellent ladder hero with a vel'Y oasy grado. 

21st August. 
Sunday. 

22nd Augu8t. 
-LeftSrdney iu the" Neptune," for Buddcck, on tho Bras FOr Lake, and a:-rivcd 

there at mtd·day. I immediately engaged a conveyance to the Margarie River, dislant 
28 miles to the north.\vost, intending first to visit thoso streams and then see the 
Middle and Baddeck Rivera and their tributaries on my way back; reachod Margario 
at 9 p.m. 

23rd August. 

In company with Yr. David Ross, tho Ovoraeor, I drovo for 7 miles, to tho mill 
owned by Messrs. Burton & Tingloy, on the Marsh Brook, a tributary of the north­
east Margarie, ,vhich it joins about 3 milos from the tide-way. The brook is much 
choked with mill rofuse and snWdUbt. I thon returned to t.he main river and drove 
up to Leviscy's mill, on a small brook which empties into it, but it is not of vory great 
im~rtanco. 

I thon went on to Morrison's mill, on Ingraham'S Brook. The dam is quit~ 
across, and no care is taken 10 keep tho sawdust out. Morrison's dam is 1 mile from 
tho main rivor and joins it 14 miles from the sea. Driving down stream I reached 
Burton's dam, 1} miles from the main river, on Egypt Brook. Sawduet, edgings, 
slabs, &e., are freoly thrown in here and the dam is from side to side. It joins t·be 
main rivor 12 miles from the tide-way . Murphy'S mill, on a small stream which 
empties into Leggalaw Brook, is obstructEd, and fills this tributary with refuse of all 
kinds. The damage the mill does to the Loggalaw Brook ill vory great. and as this 
is a very impol·tant tributary, and yearly vitlited by salmon ant.! trout, the former to 
t;pawn in it and the latter to pass on to the lak(l abo\"e, tho miller should be compelled 
to keop all his mill rubbish out of it. As iL is now, thore is a largo jam abcut 4 miles 
from its junction with tho main rivor, and t.he cost of its removal is estimated at 
about $20. Tbis brook would he an admirablo onc on which to crect s fish -broed­
ing establishment, aa the :pnrenL fish would be so easily procurable. The Big Brook 
(a fair sized one), which Joins the maiD river 4 miles from the tide-way, has also 9. 
mill upon it, about 4 miles from its junction, and tbe stream is in the Bamo btld con­
dition, 9.nd thore oxista a similar causo of complaint as with Iho others mentioned, 9.S 
regnrds edgings, sawdust, &0. Tho soulh-west fork of the Msrgarie is in exnctly 
tho ~am6 stute as tbe north·east respecting ita tributaries, a.lthough both main rivera 
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are themseh·cs happily free from mil1~. Most of t.hese strcoms flowing into tho 
south west bavo solid dams UpO!l them, nnd their mill refu~o all drifts dOlVllwurdS to 
the mother river, After careful enqUiries, I am inclined to believe tbat tho otluse of 
salmon not being so plentiful now as in years paat in the Margarie and its forks i3 
as much due to tbe filling up of the tt'ibutaries they seek to spawn in witb Shavings, 
edgings, slab<o, sawdust, &c., as it is to tbe poaching with spears and sweep nets at 
night, and besides, it is much ovcrnetted in tho estuary at its mouth. 

GMpereaUx. Me not found in the nortb-east river, lls it bas no lakes upon it to 
enable them to spnwn in, but they frequent tbe soutb-we8 ~ branch and ascend it to 
Lake Ainslie, a large sheet of water hhout 12 miles long and 8 broad, whero tbey find 
the requisite sandy bottom, Shad are unknown, Salmon arrive at the mouth of the 
Margarie early in June and go up the riv6r (l!I soon as the wator permits. [t is the 
only one in the Island of Cnpo Breton where they may bo taken by fly fisbing, 

241h AUju ,t. 
Drove back to the Middle River, H;8 uuohstructed from il..8 source, 3{) miles 

f1'om tho sea, to its exit into Lake .Bras D'Or, It is situated oxltct ly half way by post 
road between the Margal'ie and Bnddeck Ri,ers, 14 miles on either side, There are 
upon it two falls, but in high water neither interfere with the pnssage of fi~b. 
Neare~t the I>ea, flowing into tho main river on the right bank 01' west sido, is 1\ brook 
with a mill and dam upon it, 2 miles from the tide,wllY, owu(d by Samuel Niebolsou, 
A complete stoppage, with the usual accompanyiug roass·of Ellwdust and edgings. 
On the samo side, ~ a mile abov6, is Indian Brook,on the branches of whieh aro 
situated Duncan McKenzie's, Angus McDonald'tJ, and McRae's mills, in s. similar con· 
dition to Nicholson'~. Then, st.ill ascendin,!!, I found, ::l miles ubove this, on the eust 
lIide, a large tribut!lI'Y. caUed McLeod's Brook. It is a finestream aud of considerable 
lengtb, but comp~etely dammed across about t n. mile from the msi n river, Still 
ascending for 2 miles on the west side of Middle Rlver, I found ngai n a grist mill, 
owned by Reunelh HeRae, on a large tributal'ycalled Mililkook, Nothing cau pass 
heN', for R dam of 10 foot in height blocks the WRY, Again, on the west side, on 
another tributary, It miles up from Kenneth McRne's, thel'e is another mill, owned 
by McRae &, Co. 'l'bose are !til the principal streams flowing into Middle River on 
which are situated mi ll", and at eaeh of which there is au ontire abseuco of ally pre· 
tensions either to allow fish up or to prevent sawdust, edgiugf!., &c" from faning into 
the streams, Rnd thus mill rubbish, .te" finds its way into the maiu ri\' er and if!. to the 
greatest degree dctl'imeutal. The practice of USing speal'S and torches Rnd sweepiug 
with nets is carried on to a feRrful exteut, in spite of the Wardon's watehfulucss. 

25th August. 
I, this day, visited Baddeck River, a magnificent stl'cum, pedcclly ('leal' {rom its 

source to the BI'as D'OI' Lake. In commou with the Margarie and Middle ' Rivers it 
cannot be dammed, tl.B tho frosheta riso to a g l'oat height, il.ndthe vast volume of water 
'vhich comes surging down with in'csislnble forco and immense rupidity, would 
swoop mills aud dams before it, Tho tributaries are in l'eal ity the nUl'scries of those 
ril"et'S, and tbey oro in a doplorable bad condition, It see ms as Ifevcry possiblo method 
was reSOl'ted to, to prevent salmon breeding thero, 1 found the Btlddcck Ri,er's 
tributaries nnd tbeir mills situllted as follows: J ohn McDonald's mill, on Logau'8 
Brook, is ! of a mile from the heall of Kane's Pond (a famous r('sort of the gaspeI" 
eaux) ; barris' Rrooks, 3 miles above, flowing iuto.the maiu river, has tl. mill,dam ou 
it, owned by McRao BI'os !L is placed 2 miks from itsjunc:ion with tho Baddook. 
Above this is Peter's Brook, iuto whieb runs Huntol" !!- Brook, wbero Wm, Fticil has a 
mill aud dam on a small strenm. Further up still, Am bl'oso Ric,e's roiH ii! erected 
on a. good sized brook I unning into tho main river , Thero 111'(' no mills from here 
to tbe fOl'kfl, but on the south blanch, about 1 mile from the junction, on McC!l.uley's 
Brook, thero is a mlll·dam, Out of all these I hUl"e named, them is but ono miller 
who keeps roilll'ubbish Ollt of the stl'eam.'i, that.i':! Wm, Filef<, and he W.l.!! com· 
pel!ed to do 1'0, not for tho ~almo')ns' sake, but owing to the loss of u l11 w suit, which 
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entailed bca~y dumngos UpOD bim for dc;ll'oying a neighbol"fl meadows with Sllwdust, 
cclging(and slabs All tho rest threw tboit' refuse into t ho streams. Panchot,s, with 
Dots nnd speur, hold high holiday on Daddock River. 

26111 August. 
Left B:wdeck in tbo unornoon for Grand Narrows, 1'1 milos distant. 

2jth AU1ust. 
Drove from 50utb side of Grand Narrows for 7 mileR, to JOI:eph Bryden'cI saw-and 

grist mill, on tho (lflst fork of tho Hcnacadio River, which Hows into tho Ellst Bay of 
BrM D'Or Lake. His dam br.ra tho whole of tho upper PIll't of tho river, and is of 
considerable height. No cafO is taken at all to keep tho wortbless romnins from the 
sAwing out of tbo wator; the stream is obokod with it. The Bonncadie Forl(s arc 
about Ii miles from the mill. The north branch flows through Mill Brook Lake, 
the Sonacadie Lake, distant 2 miles to the north-c&st, beiDg its source. This fork is 
yeady "iilited by sboals of gasperoaux, and is quite cloar to its junction, fl!! ia also the 
mllin river, from the juuction to Benacadio Pond, which opens into the Atlantic. 
Between Bryden's mill and the forks, are three large brooks within i of a mile of 
each other, whicb aro not dammed. Bryden's dam is the onl) one on eithor }~ol'ks, ~ 
mllin river or tributaries, nnd to its pollution may oocorrectlv altributed tho fact that 
salmon do not scok to cnt',)r that brnnch at all. The poachers infest tbc main ril'er, 
Rnd tho othor branch ul~o, and dostror. many breeding 611h. }'rom this place I drol'e 
Across tho mounta.in to EseBSoni, 5 mllos distanl. It is a much larger stream tban 
Donacadie. Thero nrc no mill dams either upon it or its tributaries, but it em"tios into 
tho centro of an Indian villago, oomposod of about 30 or 40 large families, and is out 
of tbe way and difficult to protoct. [t would be noedless to comment upon tho (Illo of 
tbe sDlmon whon they take to the rivor. The Indians say that gasperoault do not 
visit it at any time, but I cannot vouch for the truth of this statomen t. Thoro is Il. 

vory largo sandy lltko, called McNeil's, at its hoad. 
28th August. 

Sunday, 
29th August. 

Writing up rough copy of roport of progress 01' diary from note book. 
30th August. 

Copying fail' rOI>OI't for transmis ion to tbo Dtlplll"tmcnt. Making up duplicato 
exponso acrounts for tbo Agent at H!llifu. 

31st Au .. ,~t. 
Completed tbe above aod forwarded tbe respective dceumcni.a. 
P.S.-Roforring to that portioo of my report for tbo past montb, whiob is 

dcscriptive of tho condition of the streams I have visited in Cupe Breton, I beg to add 
that 1 havo not yot seon nor beard of a main river whieb is dammed acroS!l, as thoy 
nearly nil aro in otbor pat·ts of the Province, and 1 believo I have clI:pl:linod the 
rOBson of its being impracticablo in tbo OO1y of this repoz't. Saw and grist mills, 
&0., aro in\'al"iab!y pfuccd upon tho tributaries, a.nd with ODe or two o~oe]>tions, 
ladders are Dot needed at all. A temporary opening of the dum, while fi.sh 111'0 seok, 
ing to get. beyond it, would amply suffico. To insist upon this being dO:lo, a9 well 
as to errol'co tho le.w relating to mill rubbish being kept out of the wnter, aro dutief', 
1 I'cspcctfully stalo, that caD only be efficiontly dono by energetic Oven:ocrs and 
l"elir.blo mon uudor thorn. There is but vory li ~tlo that an :In spootol' can do, oxcept 
occasional supervision Ilt such times as tbe fish aro running for a few weoks cach 
yeur. With I"ognt'd to tho prevention of p'lIohing, I regrot to state that tho proeont 
e)"stcm ofpcrmallcnt Wardens, with a yoady sulnry, has not proved to bo beneficial. 
It would be found to be more effcctual, in ordn to cbccl! these lawless praotices, to 
ha~o woll ChasCD rivor police, who should be only paid during the season \vben fi"h 
aro in tho I'i"or, fur tho d:lYs and-nighLa tbM lbeyal"c actually omployocl . It appears 

• 
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most desitablo, in ordor tb:tl tho wOI'k may be thol'onghly dOIlO, that those 
mon be Bolect fOI' their real worth without any roforonce to tbeir polilical opinions, 
and. ifpossiblo, tb liL t hey could bo exchanged from rivor to river, so nil to provent 
tho f~eli n~, Buoh as nOlv oxista with tho present Wnl'dons, of unwillingness to pro­
socutc thell' immediate neighbors for btell.(·h of the fiijhcry 11lW'i!, 

1 respeotfully oiftll' the abovo IlUSt:CSlioDS hoping they may' be doomed worthy 
of con .. ideratioD. 

J tim, Sir, your obedient servnnt, 
TIo'l. Minister Maline and Fisheries. fRED. il, D. VEI'I'H. 

REPOHI' OF PHOGRESS. 
w GRANO NARROWS, CAPt: BR&TON, 30th August, l £S I. 

• SIR,-I have tho honor to r<'port that [ have tbis Jay forwarded to Mr. Rogcrfl, 
for transmission to tho Dep!l.l·tment., my report of progress for the month of August, 
in com pliance with your order of the 10th Auguilt., t81:11. 

.1 h!l.ve the honor tl) be, Sir, your obediellt !'ervaot, 
llou. Minbtcr lI arine nod Piilhel'ies. .FRED 11. D. VE ITIl. 

DIARY. 

J~OR TilE MONTd 0'- SEI'TElIDER, 188 1. 

bt September. 

CAPE BRETO:<f (CCtntil'iur.d).-1 left Grand ~al'rows in the morning, nnd drove fur 
SO mile~ nlong the shore of the Little Bt'ss D'Or to Ge(U'ge'lI Hiver, and ill the evening 
visited McQunnie'a mill. It is situated at the bel'd of n long, narrow creek, It miles 
in length, and is culled here pili'!. of t.he river.. The tide renches tbe foot of the dam, 
wbich is about 14 f .. et in height. They hllYC, 1(his summCI', I'epnil'cd the ilLddCl', which 
had been bui lt at this place some yoars 9g0. Tho ladder is nonrly 85 foot in length., 
running down tho centre of tho river's bcd, with a grade of only I foot. in 6. I Wrul 

informed by n resident elme by that so& trout yelll' ly take to it. but that gaSI)(lrcnux 
have never been Bcen to ascend. SAlmon hnve forsaken tbis Btl'eam sltogother. A 
Mr. Alex. Moore, who livcs ut tho mouth of the crook, lind has b.:en a resident ill that 
part of the eounlry for forty-fho'l) yeHrs, told me thllt he bad not seen ono for thirty 
years. I bave leBl'ned since I blwo been about the~hores of the Bra~ U'Or L:lko that 
gaspcrcnux will apawn in br8cki"h or hulf aull, half fl'cah water, a circumstnncc I was 
not before Ilwm'o of. There nre numerous ( mali ponds or Ingoons ioside of the 
bencbes of lho I\(\t land ... , wbich aro open to t.he 8ell. by smull Jlllssnges, and these 
pondi nrc, for tbe most part, sandy, and nre fCd by amull rivulds and slll'ing-ll, while 
tho tido ebbs and lIows into them. 1 b8'1"0 HUlled lho water, and find it slliti",b; hut, 
nev6l"thele!ls, iL is a fact tbat gappol'cnux are seen in them during tho "pllw niug 
BCru;ou. and the young gaspel'oaUll: hU\'e boon cunght whilo e"e3.piog to th e .. oa. There 
arc: greut number of these ponds all along the" )uth .,ide of thl.! J.Ji tl le Bra~ D'Or; 
nnd Kano's Pord, at the rr:outh of Middle Ri\"ol', flowing into (J 1'C8t (31'as 1)'01', on tl10 
north sido, is ul"o n gl'out resort of tbose fi"b. 

~nd September. 
1 drovo flom MI'. M)()l'c'<" in the mornin,!:', to Jobn"tolle'" miil, wll:ch i:J Bitui\tcd 

2~ or 3 miles above MdlIH11'rie'", IImJ found bii dam acro,J:I the I [\'01'. lie h3s mru:ie 
no opening for fi;,h to p:.l:::S through, and I bulie\'o tho ll"()ut mU61 "pawn in the mill 
pond !l.bo'l"e l!cQunl·ric'tl. 'J'he river, bowo;.\vcr, dwindles down to a 6111all brook above 
Juhnslone' .. , liod Iil.r~e fi,h would !-eflN'ely poc.etrutc 8'J fu r. Jltli I'ubbii\h i~ plentiful 
about both miJI:J and ill the r in\!'. Rlin preveutod any further in-pedion thili dflY. 

3rd Septem!Jo'. 
l vi~iteJ Hico'a Bl'OOk, but it i,. vcry sIDlIlI, and large fi~h du I)ot frequent it. I 

theo drovo from George'~ Hi'"ci' b:l.ck to B:l.I·a~oi~ (8 mile,,) and erO:,HlU it on the 
dam, which is built.of :.tone~, \\"ood and e~rth, at )lcLeod'tl mill. The main PI)"t rond 
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runs Oil tbe top of this embankment, which is perfectly solid, and extends the whole 
breadth of the river, except at ono place, where the mill flume carries the water to 
the wheel tbut works tbo machinery i thus tbo river id completely closed. Not a 
fish could hl'wo passed beyond hero for many yearS. A Ebarl distance above is 
situated McLean's mill and dam, but it Clln do no harm while tho embankmont stops 
the river below. Largo quantities of sen trout yearly enter tho (lstuary, and failing 
entmnce to the fresh wntol', go out to SOil. again. Salmon are nevor seon, Gaspcl'oaux 
find spawning grounds in many places nlong this part of the coast, in tho brackish 
ponds. Leaving Barasois, I retul'ned to Gt'and Narrow.,., "iaiting SuuRcadie and 
Camero~'s Brooks, at Be(wcl' Oo"e, Both al'o unobstructed and the resort of hundreds 
of i:lr,Q'c sized Bea tront, 

The Ilon, H, F, McDougall, H,E C" mentioned to mo that be wished me to say, 
in this rcpolt, that a Wardon is badly wanted to look after tbe&C streams and to prc,. 
vent the unfair and cxccssiv(l netting of tho g1l5pcroaux wbich cntel' tho ponds on 
tbis side of the Brns D'Or, in Capo Breton County, and be complains of great do~truc, 
tion of tbo fi~h fOl' wat;t of proper SUr,clllance 

Sunday, 
4th Septemb(r, 

5th September, 
Or053OO the Gl'and Nal'I'OWl! and \·j~ited tho Washabuk (1 miles distant) It 

flows into B['u~ D'Ol' Lake in a northerly direction, McKenzie's mill is tho only OtlO 

orected upon this stream, with II dam about 4 feet in height, during a freshet and at 
high tide combined, Tho luttor dows to the dam itself. Salmon aro S(lldom oaught 
hor(l, Ono only was capt ured in a not la3t yoar, and gaspcreaux aro rare1s ~eon; 
but this season shad woro fouud clcso to th(l mill wh(l(ll, seoking to asc(lnd, Thes(l 
and two that. were caught in a nct at St. Poter's are the only oaes, so I am informed, 
that, for mnny yoars, hll~ (l boon seen io the Bras D'Or. Shad are prov(lrbially fond 
ofmnddy rivers, aDd 88 there is in the Washabuk, about 1 mile below McKenzie's 
dam, a large bank of sand and mud, which ,'eaches across tho whole breadth, it seems 
probab' (l tbat tbis may be tho attraction, pOl'hap~, to spawn on. Wn.shnbuk is y(lry 
short, being only avout 4 mil(lS in length, and is the outl(lt of the Plaster lake3, As 
th080 bav(l a simihr bottom, it is Dot unreasonable to suppose that be{or(l the dam 
was erectod that sbad were in Ib(l habit of breeding in the~e wators. Tho lakes aro 
about 4 mil('s aOO\'(l the dam. It would scem very advisable for tho Ovorseer, MT. 
McRa(', to be instructed to have a fiilh·pass maio at this mi11-dam, to bl) ready Mxt 
spring, to allow the shad up and foster a small fi shm'Y hore, that might aft(lrwards, 
as these -fish increllse, become a valuabl(l one, I rctnrnoo to the narrows and drove 
for 30 miles westerly to Riv(lJ' Deny. It is a largo stl'el\nl, and salmon, gMpcreaux 
and tl'onl resort to it in their season; but, I am told, not in th(l same numbers as in 
past years, The main rircr is free of all ob.~tructions, Its fil'St tributary,::.t miles 
from tho tide \vay, on tho soutb sid(l, is McGregor':; BI'ook, which is not dammed 
Il.nywhero. Two Il.nd a·half mil()8 distant, and upwards, is th(l Big BI'ook, al~ cleal". 
Thrce miles above Cameron'ji Brook jOills, on wbich is (ll'octed Cll.meron's mill and 
dam, 1 ofa mile distant flOm tho main ri~or. Chisbolm';j Bl"ook entel'S at milcs 
abovo Camm'on'", on th(l s0uth side, on which iii sitUlll<ld, 1 mil(l from its contiuence, 
his grist and sawmill, Above this bl'OOk thero al'o number .. of others ; but they aro 
all small, On noue of tho It'ibutl\fies of River Deny, whel'o dams exist, is th(lr(lu 
6~b,pas.~, snl all mill rubbish is thrown into the strQ.'lm, 

6th September 
Took passt\go to B~dJcck, en rQute for St. Anne's Bay. The North is the prin . 

ciptl.l rivor hero, which fOlks abovo tb(l tid~way. lIs north branch has a heavy fall 
llpOIl it, at miles r.·om the Bcn, which deni.es fi~h further pl'ognss. A mile above it, 
Mr, MCLelill has placed a saw mill, and his dam is anothCl' ban'j(lr, A gl'eat deal of 
mill rubbish may bo seen fOl' some distnnce down the river, Th(ll'c is, I am illformoo, 
another abrupt fall some distanC(l nbo,o McLean's; but the 61'st ~s tbo most important 
to break down 01' to orect II ladder upon. 

• 
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The North-East River is quite clesl". Salmon and trout al'o to bo f0und, but no 
gaspercnux . 

7th September. 
Took passage 011 stonm~r fo~ St .. PotQl"", to yj:;it Gt'ana and Black Rivel·~. 

8th September. 
I drove to Grand River, flowing into tho Atlantic on the south side of Richmond 

County, 300ut 15 miles from 8t. Peter's Canal. It is quito unobstructed in every 
particular for 6 miles Irom tho tide-way, whore ono arrives at 't'cry heavy natUl'ai 
falls or dips in tbo river's bcd-the ih'st one, I should suy, was about 25 fect; tbe 
second (18 feet above) about 6 feet; and tbe third Or upper, distant from tbo second 
about 60 foot, is 8 or 9 feet in height. Tho first and third are perpendicular. Fish 
never could have passed from tho sea beyond this natu!'ul formation. Passing up· 
wards,2 miles from tbis point, I reached Loch Lomond, a fine sheet of water, 10 
miles in length, by 2 or 3 miles in breadtb, and connocting with it are Loch Uiat and 
another, wbo~e name, if it have one, I could not discover. 

At present thcso fine lakes are completely cut off ftom the sca, and it is a matter 
of rogret that it should be so, fur tho small ri'i'orl! entering on all sidos of thoi r shores 
would constituto admirablo spawning grounds for salmon, which now nro dobarred 
from roaching them by tho abrupt lall alluded to. I examined tho solid bed of the 
rivor at this placo and found it to be kind of s)lt sandstone, which I could cut with 
my knife, sO that drilling it for blru;ting would not be an arduous or expensivo 

1)l"oce8s, but I was unablo to ostimate what tho C)st would be to break it away. A 
arge sum was granted some ycars ago for this purpose (so I leal'n), but the money 

has never been expended. A ladder could (should blasting not bo resortod to) be 
secured to the solid rock on the south side. l<.:ither of the two methodd would over­
come tbe present difficulty and pormit fish to pass to the lakes and strcams above. 
Salmon and trout are \·ery plentitul in the Grand River, but gns.pereaax invariably 
go up a long arm or cl"eek, called Black River, wbicb opens into the sea at the mouth 
of the main riv(lr, a little below the tido-way. A smnll brook (lnters at ita head. 

9th September. 
With Mr. DunCUD Cameron (Ovorseer) I visited tho river Tier, wbich empties 

into tho Atlantie some 4 miles or 80 from St. Peter's Cunal. It has two branches, 
which join together about 1 mile abo\'e tide-way; both are salmon-bearing. Tho 
west fork fioW's out of Sutherland Lako, 7 milos from salt water j the north·west 
out of a large nameless lake, 9 miles up. Besides salmon, sea trout aro fonnd 
in great ubnndance, and gaHpGroaux, in tho spring, are caught in considerablo 
quantitios. Tho latter leave tbo main rivor, about t of a mile from tho tido-way, for 
A tl"ihutfll"y called Mclntosb'd Brook, running out of Kight 01" McIntosh's Lakes, 
whore they yearly spawn. Last month thousands of young fry came do\vn to this 
brook on tboir way to the sea. 'lbere aro no dllms anywhere. 

10th September. 
I drovo to Black River, flowing into tbo Great Brns D'Or Lnke, about 20 miles to 

tho we5tward of St. Petol"s. It runs north-cust and south.west, and is unobstructed 
from its SOUI"CO to its mouth. Ita first tributary is Smith's B)'ook, whoro thore is a 
grist and saw mill. The dam closes tbo stream, Above it, 2~ milos, I rosched 
Cameron's Brook, which is clear aloDf{ its \vho!e course. Two milcs furthor up, on & 

good sized stream, is erected Donald McRae's grist mill. These two dams are the 
only ouos on any of the numerous tributaries of the Black Rivcr. Tho Warden, 
:MoRae, informed me salmon make their appearance in October, and thaI, then the 
stream .. nre full of them. Trout aro earlier. I eaw great quantities 01 tho latter 
about the bridgo, over which the main road passes. They woro of a ,·el·Y largo size. 

Sunday . 
11th September. 
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12th September. 
I .;isited, this day, Salmon Riyor and Robertson's Brook. The former was, at. 

onc tin:e, so I was iuiQrmcd, much sought by salmon, but continued poaching with 
!;Ipe-ara has effectually done its deadly work of d08truction. The river is unohBtrueted. 
A fow trout yearly tlEcend it; but the gasporoaux take to nn adjoining stream of fair 
size, viz., Roool"tson's, which, all tho residents agree, is ono of the finest resorts of 
theso fish on tho whole of the Btas D'OI' Lake. L!l.st spring they were unusually 
numerous. It is at tho present time without anJone to look after it, and people d() 
pretty much as they please, and it would appon!' most advisable, t]Htt either some one 
on the spot should be paid to keep order or that Mr. Kyle, ,vho is the noarCE-t \Ynrden 
(living at St. Peter's), should give a portion of his time to this brook; though tho 
employment of some ono living on the stream itselfwonld bo more effectual to check 
unfair practices while the fiilh are pnasing, Mr, Kyte being 7 milos nwny. 

13th September. 

The stcamer ooing detained by a heavy storm, did not Rnive last evenin(t, nor 
until six this morning, when I took passage for Port Hawkesbury, to fiui~h my in­
spection of tbe rivers of Capo TIrcton. 

14th September, 
I drove from lTawko:,bUl'Y to Mabou TIridge,40 miles, arrivilJg thero in the 

evening. 
15th September. 

With the Warden, Mr, .Benvie, I drove to McDonald BroSl.' mill, on McDnna.ld's 
TIrook, a tributary of the south·eust Mabou, entoring about 8 miles from the tide· 
way. 'Ihoro is but this mill upon it, with a dam about 10 foot in hoight. Tho brook 
is really a fair-sized river, and this dam prevents eithel' trout or salmon from flscend· 
ing fUl,ther, Gasperoaux do not go up eithor branch of the Mahou, but spawn noar 
the tido·way in the numerous brackish ponds that stud the intervals on ooto sides of 
the IWlIl·. A fillh-Iadder is much required nt McDonald's, and he takes no care to. 
keop milll'ubbiah out of tho stroam. 

I then proceeded to Benjamin Worth's mill, on tho main liver, I\bout 10 miles 
from tho tido-way, His dam is unprovided with a fisb pass, and completely bars the 
·way. Nothing emn got beyond it. lie has, boweyer, taken Pl'cc"utionary measures 
to save his sawdust, &e., from escaping, and hauls it out of tllO interior of the mill 
and dcpcsits it in holos and ponds llway from the stream. About 3 miles I\bo'\'e 
Wonh's, Archibald McDonald has a mill and dam whieh is another total barrier to 
fish, and he permits all sorts of refuse to dmp into the water. On Mill Brook, noout 
~ a mile hom tho tide-way, are sillul.t.cd John MtKeen's and 'Ihomns }' raser's mills. 
'fhe stono dam at the former was carried away, some time ago, by a freEhet, and 
never replnced, the miller running his machinory by the aid of a long wooden sluice, 
whiDh leaves the brook o.pen, :Frascr's remains slanding yet; hut fi ~h are rarely 
seen at any time in this brook. It is not of much importanCE', and as they save their 
~awdust, &0" is Dot detrimental to tho main river, On George's TII'ook, which enters 
the main rivel' about 3 miles from tho salt water, are placed Francis Gasper's and 
Bryan Dwyer'S mills. The luttel' is i a milo from Gasper'd. Both ure unprovided 
with fish pMses, This ri\'er is spawnoo in by hundl'eds of salmon y<lt\rly, but the 
dams I have mentionoo do no~ interfere, as the sundy beds whore tho ova is depo. 
sited arc somo distance below, ~'ho stream appeal'ed clear ofsuwdust, &0. 

I visited, Il1 80, Glendyer's Brook, running in near the tide-way_ It iR stopped 
by several damf'. , the first being at the cloth mills owr.ed by McDl.llI:lld I:h'os. 'I'be 
dam, which is about 12 feet in height, was built, at comilerablo expense, of heavy 
logs, and ballasted with earth and stone, al.d to place a Bervioeable tiEh,laddor here 
would not only CObt a lurgo sum, hut ('ould not be done witbout weakoning this 
stl'ueturo to a groat d('groe, so much 80 that a heavy froshot, in all probabi lity,would 
sweep it a\vay. 'Ihoso f'lctories, nnd the machinery they contain, are vel'y ,aluablo, 
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aud do a iarge business throughout. the Island Ilnd other parts of Nova Scotia, and 
tho carrying away of the dnm WQuid ontail, not Duly a heavy loss in repairs, hut also 
in the breaking up of the establishment fOl' a time. The few fish thllt might onter 
the tributary would h:l.I'<ily be nn equivaleot for enfeebling this industry, lind I wonld 
l:uggcst that the strenm be pOl'mitt!XI to remain in its present condition. 

16th September. 

1 as:colldcd the south-west branch of tho Maoou and found it clear up to Donald 
McDonald's mill, 7 or 8 miles fl'om the tido-way. His dam crosses tho entire width 
oCthe river. It is ahout 8 foet in height and without any fi~h-ladder, but he opons 
a flume while fish are in tho river to allow thorn to pa.ss through, 'f'hero is but \'ory 
little sawing done here during the year, and the mill dOrls no injury I find, as above 
this tbe stream bccomcs very small; besidos, ~[tlmon are known to spawn on tho sandy 
bros belo\v. This is the only mill on tho south-west bt·aneh. The gasperenux spalVn 
in the brackish ponds nesr the mouth. 

On my way back to l1awkosbulY I vi~ited the Littlo Iadique and Indique 
Intervale Rivers, and learned from Graham, tho \Vanien, there WOI'O no mills upon 
either of tbem. They discbarge into the Gulf of St. Lawrenco, about 15 nnd 18 miles-. 
respectively, to the southward of Mabou lIarbor. Four miles on, by post road, I 
came to McDonald's Bl'Ook. There is a grist mill on it, about 4 miles from the rond 
and 2! from the sea. Salmon and trOtlt frequent all these streams. Three quarters 
of a mile nearer Hawkesbury is Graham's River; it is unobsit"uctoo and said to be 
tho most prolifio in salmon and trou~ of all tho rivers on this coast, except the 
Margarie. It is 5 or 6 miles in length from tho SOil. to its sourco, whoro it takcs its 
I'lSO out of numerous springs. lia!f a milo from Graham's I reached Campboll's 
Brook. Salmon and trout enter this stream also to spawn. It if! clenr its cntirE) 
length, viz, 4 miles. Driving on for 2 miles from Campbell's stroam, I came to Long 
Point RiveI' and found it stopped, about 2 miles from tho sea, by Dr. Chisholm's mill 
dam, and! a roile above by A. Chisholm's. Neither dams h:l\'e fi :,;h·laddel'!'! nor pnssc~, 
and arc about 12 feet each iu height. As this is a salmon aud tl'Out stream also, the 
millers should bo compolled to open their dams or eroet ltl\.IJer.~, tho gl'eater part 
of the river being at present ('ut off. 

17th September. 
I drD\'c for 8 miles O\'CI' to River Inhabitant~, a very lurgo btrenm emptying 

into the sea, uear the Straits of Canso. It iil yearly visited by large quantities of' 
salmon, trout, shnd, bass and gaspereaux, nnd is of considerable length. 'fhe first 
tributary joins about 1 ~ miles below tho tido-way and is called tho North-West Arm, 
at tho bead of wbich a. Mr. Brown bas a mtl!,5 miles up, on :1 brook boari:;g 
his name. He takes no caro to kcep his sawdust, slab.:!, &0., out of tho stream, and 
tho rubbish has been, for some time, not only a detriment to the fi sh, but an injury 
to his neighbors interva!o lands. Tho next tributflry is .McDonald'" Brook, entering 
tho mai!! river It miles fl'om the tide.way_ It is clear and unobstructed. Two miles 
nbove is Cameron's Brook, alfO fl'ee nnd without stoppagt·s. The forks are about 1 
milo beyond. On the west bt'auch thero is a mill about I~ miles from thoir junction. 
ownod by Donald Mcllastel', Jie appears to endeavor to keep his mill I'ubbish ou~ 
of the stream, and I urn told, when fish are in the river, opens his dam to let them 
llass up. On the north brunch tho ollly obstruction is the dum of tho gri~t and saw 
mills belonging to All,m McCole, situated 5 miles I'wm the stl'cam'l!jnnelion with tho 
west branch. The s:lwdu!}t is carted away. 

Having finished the rounds Of"lsitillg the principal rivers and tbeir tributaries 
in tbo Island of Cape Breton, I would beg to add, thaton my way thero, having heal'd 
a rumor tbat a IIpecial request was being pressed fol' a supervision, sepal'fl.tG from 

.the rest of the Counties of No~a Scotin, [V\'as espccial!y careful to givee,"cl'Y Etream 
within reach Do thorough inspection, and to furnish my report thercon as fully as lay 
in my pO\>;,el·. This occupied me but 35 days, at a cost 0(81040. • 



That@almOD at"o not so numorous as tbey were formerly, I can readily believe; 
but one bas not to seek very far to discover t.ho reason. I find tho three principal 
causo!! of the deorease in fi~h ns follows: -

F irst,-Poach ing, that is sweeping with nets and spearing, especially during tho 
8pnwning season. 

Sccondly,-Ovor notting in tho estuaries, and 
Lastly,-Tbo stoppages by milldams, and tho defiling of the tributaries or 

nurseries of tho main rivers with sawdust and mill refuso, 
Efficient and energetic Ovorseers and 6ubordinatos are, in themselves, the power 

to do moch to remedy those evils, but so f~r as poaching extends, until the law is 
amended , and arrests permitted to bo made of the offenders, little can be dODO. 

Where do~guises 81'0 invariably assumed by tho Jaw broakers, idontification in 
nino out of ton cases is impossible at. night. But should the fisbery officer have 
power to deta in tbe guilty party caught in the act, and examine him with his 
blackened or otherwii;e painted face, restored to its usual color, bis false hair 01' 

woman's gar b removed, without 'Proceeding so far as incarcerating hiro, the ponchoI' 
could be identified then and thero and afterwards fined. A fow thus caught would 
have a mo~t salutary effect, and tend rn.pidly to break the poaching down. Again, 
tbo close distances permitted by law bctwcen set nots, especially in small estuaries, 
is in many caEes i njlldiciolls; llor will the miller, until forced, take any care of his 
sawdust, open his dam, nor give any assistance to river fish, while he believes, indeed 
knows, that nino·tonths of them nevel' reaoh his mill, but are secured by tho ncta 
outside and the poacbol'3 on tho river, before they have a chanco ofgctling there. 

Sunday. 
18th September. 

19th Eeptember. 
l{etut"nello P"IJ"t Hawko~bu -y, and fn;ngel con\"'cyance to Guyshoro'. 

20th Septe,nber, 
In GuYSlXll"O', COInmeoced inspection at once. 
Awut to miles to the north.east, running into Goose Harool', is a large ri\"'er of 

that. nume, which i" froe ftom mill dams, but abont l mile from the tide-way, there is 
a very heMY full, about 15 foot in height, beyond which no frah have over passed, and 
whore a ladder is much neoded, or it could be mad e accossible by blasting. It is a 
fine river and Worthy tho exponditnre ofa moderate su m to put it in proper condition, 
Eight miles noarer Guysb(H'o' is tb\) Clam Harbor River, on which, distant fl"om tbe 
maiorond 1 mile, is also a fall 01' drop of tile rivcI"'s bed, wbich denies tho fish furtber 
progress. It is about 10 or 12 foet in height, and could be easily su rmountcd by a 
ladder or blastod away, si milarly to that described on Goose Hal"hor River. At pre· 
sent the stream is useless. 

Milford Haven, at its hcad, is entol'cd by a strcam called Intervale River and has 
two forks, the north one beiogclonr and frequented by salmon. The Middle Branch 
0 1' Middle Valley River is very small. It bas 1\ dam open it ncar its junction, but 
the river is not. of sufficient value to warrant the cxpenditure of a l3.ddor. On the 
south branch, close to whel'e it j()ins the main river, al"\~ situated first, Cameron's 
fu1Jing mill, witb llugbe's sawing mill a short distnnce above; both dams require 
ladders, or, failing tho@e, an oJXlDing ~ hould be made I'ouod tbe sides, which I think 
would answer the purpose, and the banks are favOiable to its being effected. AI; 
prei;ent fish cannot pass. Net more th:ln nn eighth of a mile above these mills, thore 
IS fI small nlltuml fall whieh could be improved by blasting. Th el'e are many lakes 
at itll SOUI"Ce, and tllO I'iver is \vorthy of heing cared for. 

21 st September . 
Ascending Sal mon River, which TUns into the lj(~ad of Chedabucto Bay and is 

c1oR!" for 12 miles up to Neal'", L'l.ke, I visited Chisholm's mill on tbe northweSlt 
br:mch about! a mile from the lallo. I found here a vory serviceable ladder, kept 
in good ordel', and was told that gaspereaux f["eely tn.ko to it, I saw a great deal of 

• 
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rubbish about tbe mill in tho stream, but the owner hnd beon ill for lOome time Ilnd 
unable to attend to it. [thon walked across to Kenny & Kennedy's saw mill, distant 
about 4 miles from Chisbolm'fI, on the north bran:lh, Illao flowing into Noal's Lako. 
Tho dam bero if! from 12 to 15 foet in height and the stream is in a very bad stato, 
witb sawdust, Blabs, &0. Tho fun or cascado a short distance up above, would not 
iotm'foro with tho fish woro n ladder placed on tho dam, as beforo tho lattore existence 
salmon havo been Bcen 4 milcK beyond it. Tho Giant or Joint Lake settloment, a 
tributary of tho S'l.lmon River, is clenr for Dendy 20 miles, whero McPhor::lOn'8 mill 
dam stops tho way. 

Tho north\vest aod northeast arms of White ITayan River arc nnob5trnctod, 
no"cr B..'lY, Colo IIarbor nnd Larlf" Hivel· running into Tor lhy al·o all perfectly 
clcar. New Harbol':River, abounding ill :111 kinds of ri\·er fi"h, takes its rise in 
Oo.!call Luke and empti08 into the bay of that. name. The lake is fod by mnny small 
s lrenlll8. There are no obdtructiOlls anywher('. 

Isaacs' lJarbor Ri.ar is 8 magnificent ",: ,·cum, of 'luite 30 miles in length, its 
source being ncar the Salmon River rondo The mill whio.:h stood Ilear its mouth at 
tho tide-way has been removed ami the dll.m cut i\\Vny to allow fbh to enter. MI'. 
Tory, tho QVor.':loor of the County, informod mo that it is a famous salmon rivor, and 
thnt in nots in tbo estuat·y tbis seuson snlmon baH~ been tuken ut a very much oarlior 
dillo than beforo known. '.rbo~e fi~h nro supposed to be of the 81. Uary's River broed, 
and fiS tho fish, of lat(', hilve not frequented the laUe\" river in anything like such 
numbers as beforl', it is conjectured that they M"O driven away to other streams by 
tho pollution of the watel' in tho harbor by lobster factory refuse. 

2211d September. 
Defore visitin~ St. Mnry'iI, [ wont up Country HIII·bor R I\·or and saw Mason's 

mill, Situated, on CroSS Hoads Brook, atribul9.ry rllnnin~ in ttbout 2 miles from tho 
tidc.w:l.Y. It has no laddcr and lho slro:l.m is choked 'WIth sW09do .. t, !:Iabs, &c. On 
tho'VCI'lt Broolc nnothnr UnROn'i\ dam, 15 feet in height, blocks it, and [8I1W II pilo of 
mill rubbish bolow it, 10 or 15 foot in hcight.and about 25 foot in length, and the 
whole rivor furlhm· down filled wi·h slabs and sawdust. This was OnQ of tho 
most fnmOU8 sJl:l.wning grounds of Country Harbor Hiver. Tho mil! dam is:t- of a 
mile from tho main river and about 3t fL·om head of tido. IIoaliug thoro wero a 
number of mill~ further up, I look tho rond inlo GObhen nnJ, on tbe way, mossod 
North East B,wk, flowing into Country Bnt·bol· Lako. Closo to tbe mnill road I saw 
Goo. Sinclair's old mill dam; it is now in disl1i1o and should be oponed. 

Six miles from tho CI"OM-roads i8 situated Polson's mill dum, on a bL·ook runniog 
ioto Polson's Lake which di8Chllrge~ into Eight Islaud Lako. It is about 300 yards 
wido br 15 foot high and shuts Ollt overy thing. Sutherland's dam, at the foot of 
Polson 8 Lako, is IlI~o a bnrder. Further on, Nichol's dnm and Sinelnh·'s, both on 
brooks"emptying into Eight Tsland Lake, Hte in f1 similar condition. Thi~ lako may 
be considered tflC source of tho Country Harbor Hiver. It is about 10 miles from 
tho seH. 

Crossing over from Goshen l camo upon Murray';! BrOOk, n tributary of tho 
oast brnueh St . .Mary' .. , and p:u!sod Stewnrt's mill dnm, whieh obstl"Uots it about It 
milos ffom its junctiun, and descending the east branch I·CIl.choci l<'ishol"'s Mill!! 
situaled about 2 miles fl"Om whol·o it joins the O:1st fo,·k of St. Mm'y's River. Thore 
is n good laddor hore, but it was full of rubbish nnd sonH)\vhat out of ropair, and the 
river below much ehoked with logs, odgingol, I~e. Still going down stronm I arrived 
at McKoon's mills, on a tributary of the East River, and found tbo lish laddor placod 
horo, in good order a.nd the stream froo from rubbish about it. Many gnspcreaux, I 
was told, took to it last spring. The East Ri.er is cl04r for 20 miles up, but somo of 
tho tribut:1ri05 at its bead bave mills upon them. 

I drove up to the Wost River, to Archibald'~ mill, 7 milos from the fork!! on 
Glencross Brook. Gasporoaux havo, of late yours, takon to this strcam, and Inst 
spring thore wa;,l, so 1 was infvl"med, a vory groat number, nnd tho miller was forced 
to open his dam. A shol't laddor is much needod to gi\"o n propor passage. Tbedam 



is a low one, not exceeding, I should say, I) feet. There is another mill, owned by 
Archibald, on II brook, bearing his Dame, about 1 mile from the forks; but it is a 
Tory insignificant stream. Procoodiog further up the West River, I reached Hatlio's 
Brook, about 12 milea from the forks. It requires a fish.way. Abovo ~his the main 
river is eleal' for 17 milos, wbero ono moots a roBing dam,ownod by Alex. McDoDUid, 
or McDonnell, of Sberhrooko, and he bus a waste-gate plncod in it, which is movable. 
It is unobstructed from Ihid to iUl source, where a good many largo strenms enter, on 
which are siluated dams; hut as soon as tho rivor-driving is over, tbo wasto·gales 
UfO oroDed to allow fish to pass up. Below the forks thOl:O nre no mills, hut poaching 
on all those streams is carried on to a lamentable extent, tbe most difficult to detect 
being tbo swoeping nt night \vith nets, as no torches are used. The Wardens assure 
mo it is impossible to prevent. it, as they cannot., during the time tho fish are running, 
romain up watching evory night, and theil' districts Ct>ver many miles of willer. 
Thero are numerous complaints of tbo practice of the lobster factory hands dopo3iting 
tbo offal in the harbor, and of tbo trap ~et between Island Harbor nnd Goose Island. 
It is !laid the wing of tbe trap rcacbos, eeawnrd, Ii miles, and is Ilovor oleared of tho 
dead fish from tho timo it is SOl, in May, until taken tip, in October, and that those, 
dccomposing, dri't'e ~l\lmon from tho shores. ':' 

21th September. 
D!o\'o to Alltigoni"'h by e030h, nnd took passage in the truin for Halifax, having 

beeD absont nine consccutive weeks. 

Sunday. 
25th September. 

26th, 27th, 28th, Z9th rlld 30th SrJltember. 
Employed at home in writing up my rough report from notcs, making fair copy 

of report of' progress for transmi~ioo, and fnrnishing duplicate oll'penllo accounts for 
tho Agt1nt. 
lIon. Minister Marine and Fi~hories. FRED. II. D. VEITll. 

HAL1PA:( , N.S., 1st October, 1881. 

FORWARDING REPORT Or~ PHOGRESS. 
lIALU'A,X, N.S., lst O~tobcr, 188t. 

Sm,-I hu-ve tho honor to roport that 1 hU't'e this day fvl'lvarded, thl'ough Mr. 
Rogcrs, my report of progress for tho past month. 

I ha't'o tbo honer to h"', Sir, your obediont !i"ernlnt, 
FRED. II. D. VEITTI. 

TIon. Minilih'r Marioe nnd Fisberie!:l. 

In lIalifqx. 

Sunday. 

DIARY. 
F OR Til!; 1I0NTn OF OCTOBER, 188 1. 

1st October. 

2fld October. 

3rd October. 
J took tbe train for Lor;Jonderry Station, ColchesterCounty, on the l"tercoloniul 

at:d thence i.Jy "tage to Ureal Village. 
4th October. 

Dlo\-o to ]~('onomy . 1 visitcJ first, with Mr. Dnvison, the O<;,cr,eol', tbe new mill 
now being ereot(d uy .Mossrs. Mdl:een &. Miller. 'fbo dam tLtey proposo blH'ing 
thol"f~, neal' tho tido·way, will be, 1 WIlS informed, a low one, cO\'er, d by several feet 
of water lit high tide, and, therefore, no detrimont to fish pn8sin~. 1 then Ilscended 
tho rh"cr for:.l milc:! and l'~ar.:hed Murphy'd mill. Thuo is n. llld(,<'r here whioh they 
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wera repsll'Log. One mile fUl'thor up I came to McKeen & Mullin's mill, where there is 
also a ladder in a fair state of repair. 1 observed a great deal of mill rubbish about 
both milll:l and no precautions taken r6$pecling sawdust. 

5th October. 
I drove on to Rarriugton's River (13 miles), which runa into Cobequid BlIY, at 

the extreme west of the county, intending to visit that first and take all tbe other 
ri\"OI'S on my way back to Economy. 1 fOllod, 3 milos above tho tideway, on this 
stream, Thompson's gri:>t and saw mill. His dam is unprovitied with a fi8b·\addor. 
Above this the river is clenr. 

6th October • 
Hcturning, 1 mile east of HalTington's river I came to North River, and ascend-

ing it l a mile fl"Om tbe tido-way I came to Boyd'~ saw mill, where there is a ladder in 
good preservation, and it of a mile up streAm, Tllomp",on's HI.W mill stands, wbere, 
also, a lAdder is plucod. 

Slill returning t'tlsteriy, I reached Bass River (Five Lslunus), It is quite unob­
stl'ucted, and 1 urn tolu a great many salmon go up it. Oue and a-half miles nearer 
Economy, I reacbod East River, where a Mr, Corbett has a mill anu dam at tbo tide­
way, furnisbod with a ladder of the down-stream pattern_ 

'ith October. 
Se,en miles e!lSt of Economy, Bass River runs into tho bay; a:fino stream, upon 

which are situated tbe mills of the Uuion Furniture and Merchandise Company_ A 
fisb_lad1cr is built bere, clo:;e to the mill. It was damaged and full of rubbish whon 
1 visited it, but tho for'erun.n promi~ed me it would be immediately put in order, an 
.undel'taking which Mr. Davlwn, tbe Ovet'lleer, ~aid he would supervise. I visited, 
also, McGlossen'oI mill·dam,l mile from this-a very low one-and I should say, in 
time of freshet, would not interfore with fisb passing. r visitod Port au Pique River, 
.a~ miles from Bass River. It is unobstructed by mill dams. Also, the Great Village 
}\lVer, 6 miles beyond whicb ie clear up to the u .:mdoudel'ry mines ({hi!:! river is now 
.useless to the fi~heries from its pollution by miller'a] substallcos). 

8th October, 
r vi.itcd the Folly River. which is not dammed 9l1yW"hore, It is 4 miles to tho 

-eastward of Great Village. The Do Bert RiveI' joins it at Do HOl,t Village. 'I'here is 
11. vary low dam at McCulloch'-d mill, but it is no impediment to tile fbll while they 
are running, 1-'ive miles from De Dert River tho CbOglln3. se ontors tho bay. No 
mill dams aro vi~iblo for many miles up, though [was told then) WOI'O l>e,cl'al on 
E.mall streams near it.a source. 

9th October, 
Sunday . 

10th OdoLer, 
Weather unfavorablo for inspcetion. 

11th Oclober. 
Tho morning still storming. In tho aft('rIlO:lll, wi th Mr, Blail', tho Ovorseor, r 

-drove to Ricbar'd Chl'istie's mill uam, on tha Salmon River, ft is about 5 miles from. 
Truro ar,d 4 from tho tide-way, One mile above it is George N, Chl'istio's, Both are 
in DO way detrimo"tnl to tho river; but there al'e great quantities of odgings, &e" 
thro,vn about and filling up n.e l'i,(Jr. 

12th October. 
Visited, with MI'. Blair, ScoU, Hengley & Son' .. mill, 16 milus from the tide,way, 

-(In the Salmon Hivel', Tho dam. is hurmle:il'o, being a winged ODO; but fur some 
-distance down tho river, thero il.l'e pile .. of I) 'gings, Sawdust and other mill rubbish 
.:tppear to be fl'eely thrown in at tbe mi !1. 

• 
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Immediate nction on tho Q,'creear'a part is very necessary, as the firat fre~hot 
wilt carry 3\l this down the fivcr everywhere. One mile below is situated McMullin's 
mill. Tho dum hero is about 10 or l ::l feet in height, Bnd a good fish-ladder is badly 
wanted. Nothing at prosent can got beyond this dam, and thore afO go:xl epllwning 
grounds above. Tho river, about tho mill a ld. bolow it, is in a very dirty btate, with 
sawdust and piles of slab:> nnd edgings. 

13th October. 

Drove oyor to Tntnmagouchc, 30 roilca. 
Vi~itod Waugh's HiveI', running into Tatnmngoucho Bay, and ascended it for 6 

mile~, nntil [ reached tho rolling dam (belonging to MOIIR!'!I. Mathow!lOD & McKay) 
of tho Bnlfl'On mill. It is about 12 feet in heigbt find 200 feet in length, or )'atber 
width, of the old Government patterD, stretching down stream. It is said that 
salmon have never been Been above it, but that I cannot vouch for, It is, however, 
similar in structure to many, or noady all, I have seen tlll"olighout the Province, in 
which, I regl'ct to !;ny, I havc very little confidence, Betwoon the dam and the tide· 
way, exteodillg about. 2 miles, ure good spawning ground~. Above this mill the 
river fOl'ks, and on tho I;()uth brnncb, 2 miles up, there are very heavy falls, beyond 
which fish nover pnss. On tho north branch, again, there are all;() impassable falla, 
3 miles from the junction of tbe branche!.', They al'e estimnled at 70 feet in beight. 
Poaching is carried on to a very great extent, so Ur, Gass, the Overseer, informed 
me, during tho months of October and Novcmbel'. It is cheeked as much as possible, 
but I nm told not to !Lny great degree. The poachers go in gangs, and while ono 
part.y is being wntehed tbe others are securing the fi~h. They are disguised a8 well, 
and ideotificfttion rendered out of tile qU-3stion. Mr. Gn.ss thinks, and with somo 
reason, perhaps, that it is us well tilnt the salmon do not. got to tlle uppor part of tho 
river, as watching there would be impolisiillc, and the salmon \'\'ould suffer to a. greater 
extent than at pn~ECnt. when only the lowel' spawning beds ha.t'e to be cared for. 

I visited a.lso French River, running into Tatnmugouche BlY. It is cleal' to 
PortCU:J' mill, 6 miles from the tide-way. The dam is abou t (j feet in height in time 
of freshot. There is no ladder. Between tb is dam nnd tbo head of tbe ticfe tbore are 
all;() good spMvning ground!>, and Mr. Gass told me that poaching is not so much 
carried on as at 'VIU~h's River. The peoplo 111'0 moro law,abiding and open to being 
reasoned wilh. Noil's nl'ook enters on Ihe west side of Ihe lo'l'ench River, and 
Ealmon havo been known to spawn hero alw, As there are 3 mi les of spawning 
ground on the main river besides, tbis brook, I,rrording a large llnd sufficient breeding 
ground, I am inclined to think, with the Overseer, that perhaps it is better that 
salmon should Dot be pCI'mitted to ascend highOl', as Ihey are thus brought more 
under the oOker's immediate protection and care during their spawning. 

15th Oetober. 

Returning to Tl uro, I visited Geo. Nelson's milt, on the w,st branch of tho Korth 
Ri\'er, about 10 miles fl"Om tho l~orks. The dam is about 15 or 16 feet high, and hn.s 
no ladder, Suwdust, Elaba, edgings, &., in fact, every doscription of mill rubbish is 
thrown into the stream, and may be soen down to McCallum's mil l, 2 miles below, 
where Ihere is another dam 10 or 12 feet in beight. There is no ladder or any con­
veuienco to enable fi,;L to got up. This miller ulso depot!its ali hi& refuse in the river 
Ilnd it is choked and dammed el'erywhere_ Reaching I be Forks, l ascended the soutb 
branch, and ,' isited MarshaH's mill, 2 miles up, und :i nbov0 it again, Stewal't'a. Fish · 
ladders arc not required on either of thrse dllms, lIS they are vel'y low and covered 
wben tho ri\'e!' ib high. The Hlrne evil, howevCl', exists hore, with togard to mill 
rubbish. Thore nre pilos of it aU about the mills themselves and do\vn the sU'eam. 
Tbat sllimon could spawn below some of these dams, wiLh a mn~s of sawdust, slabs 
and edgings continually comi.ng down over them, is difficult to believe, but in the 
streams where no dams exi~t, I'ueh as somo oflhose flowing into Cobequid Bsy, I hesr 
on a\lsidca, what I very readily credit, viz" that they abound in Silimon e\'ory fill\. 

All the fi.:!h,lndder,j I have hitherto seen in this eoullty are of the old paltorn, :l 

de~('ription of make unsuittKl in e~ery way to Nova Scotia r ivors, and in Deady evcl'Y 
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case useless, because thoy lack tho necessary wings to guide tho fish to them, thntare 
added in other countrios where heavy ice and timber-driving uro unknown. 

Down-stream ladders require guideii or wings, bu~ they would not stand nu hour 
against a spring frc~hct in ono of our rivers. 

16th October. 
Sunday. 

17th Octoblr. 

Writing up rough roport nnd c~pcnse nCCOtmt from my noto book. 
18th Octob(r, 

Violent storm of SDOW followed by rain. 

10th October. 

Took the train to Amherst, to visit tho rivera in Cllmb~l'iand County. 
20th October. 

Thanksgiving day nnd genom] holiday. 
21st October. 

I drove fl' Jm Amhorst to Oxford, to visit Hivor Phillip, the Black and Little 
Rivers, arriving in tbo evening. 

22nd Oct(;ber. 
I visited n. A. Woods' saw mill on Black River, a tributary of Ri¥er Phillip, 

which it joins about a mile from the t de-\vay. I found there wns no Indder Ol' 

fish· pass in tho dnm built acroS@, and no provision made ilgainst sawdust dropping 
in. Edgings, however, are kop~ freo of the water. 

1100'e there is neither Going up strcnm lor 2 miles, Wood!>' saw mill WIl8 reached. 
a pass for fiEh nor nny caro bestowed to keep out mill rubbish . 

Thero are no other mills on thi s stream, nnd 1 only mention these on account of 
the sawdust they contribute to the Hiver Phillip. Of itself the ri'fer is wOt'lhlese for 
breeding purposes. 'l'he mines at Spring Hill nnd the ealt springs that empty into it 
together render it too unhealthy, and in its bast days, I learD, fish passed it for the 
purer waters of tho main stroam. 

r then visited the woollen factory dnm, at the junction of the Bla.ek Rivcr with 
Rlvor Phillip. Although this structure is by no means high, nnd it is suid that 
salmon ha.vo heen koowo to leap it., still, seeing it, as 1 did, undel' favorable circum­
stances, with what is termed a good head of water, r felt certain, from its protruding 
apron, a salmon's getting OHlr it would be, if not aD impossible, yet a difficult feat. 
The capture of parent fish is here, now, in full operation, and the officials of the 
"Breeding Establishment" do not, at present, de,;ire that the salmon 11al!S upwards 
oot of their reach; but, whcn it is contemplated to open up the river, tho first ladder 
built should ba hele placed. 

I then went on to Rufus Thompson's mill dam, ]1 miles bey ond. It is very 
wide, and not more than 5 or 6 feet in height in full freshet season. On the west 
side is visible & ncglected and most unpretontious fish-ladder, tbe solitary one on all 
the dams from the tide to source of the river_ Its position is most unJavorable, and 
grade too stef'p ever to bave been wortby of being elassed as servieeablo_ It is snid 
that salmon have nt times Jcaped tbe dam, hut lbat is scarcely pos8ible; the water 
appears too shallow below it. Gaspercrux do not now get beyon d the woollen 
factory, and many complaints are made to me by up·river sottlers ortbe unfairness of 
thoir deprivation, by tho millenl, of tbese fi.;,b for tbeir families' uso. 

1 proceeded, ncxt, to WeathcrLead Bros.' dam,! milo up stl·cam. h is about 3! 
feet in height, without any laddol' or fi~h.pa8s. Tho mills themselves aro harmless, 
being situated about 200 yards from the rivoI"s brink. Further up and about 5 miles 
from tide· way, Richard Black's mill is £ituated on a tributary of the main dyel', called 
Tilley's Creck. The dam is about 6 fcot in height and impassable. h st~lndB about 
60 yards fl'om the main stroam. Sawdu~t i8thro\vn in, but nothing (·Ise. r learlled 
thll t not much sawing is done bere, tho timber being nearly all cut away. 
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One mile above Black'i~ mill, on a tributary callod Polly's Brook, nnd about 250 
yards from the main I'iver, I found Hug h McLellan's milt. This year be took do\vn 
the old one and erected a now building, and in doing so permitted an immensequan­
tity of old siabs, edgings, &0., to flow dowil tho strenm. Those have now blocked tho 
entire spaco from the mill to the main river, and will, if not removed soon, bo driven 
tbere by the high fi"eJ:Ibets. A mile distant from here is built on tbe main river, 
Messrs. Oxley and Bros.' mills. -The dam is ti.bont 8 feet high . It possesses no lad­
dol', sawdust is froely thl"Own in, and tho mill is kept in a most disgraceful state with 
edgings, slabs, &0. Rupert Duncan't! mill standi! i of a milo above, with a '1 foot 
dam, without ladder or pass. Although ho plentifully bestows all the sawdust upon 
the stream, I noticed some caro was takon to keep it clear of other refuse. Still as­
conding, 1 resched within if of a mile Davison's Brook, on wh ich tributary, about 250 
yards f~-am the main river, is situated Duncan & Hegg's bctol'Y. The waleI' about 
it shows tho absence of all mill rubbi!;h, except sawdust. That goes into tho brook. 
A Mr. Schurman has built hiil mill 1 milo from Duncan'il, on the main river, tho dam 
being about 7 feet in height. His sawdu~t also drops into tho wator. There is no 
fish·laddel· or pass. The river forks t a mile fl-am tbis place. 

On the west branch, 1 mile from its confillence, is situated Sherman's s.:tw mills 
and Philip Stonehouse'!; grist mill, with dam of 8 feet; no ladder. Above it the river 
is clear for 15 miles. On the cast branch aro the fonowing dams: Thomas Taylors, 
being ncarest the junolion of the forks (::l miles), Its height, I should eay. was 
about 9 feet. Holf a mile beyond is Thomas McAlmau's,_ of same height,! a mile 
from this Jobnston anu Ripley'S, and 1 mile further up. Jackson's, Two miles dis­
tant, SteW.ires is built, aud 2i from Stewart's, Put'deys stands by the side of his grist 
nnd saw mill. The whole of these obstructiolls are destitute of any provision either 
fol' fish to ascend, or for keeping tho sawdust and grain husk<:l out of tbe river. 
Edgings and slabs are everywhere thrown in. Abovo tho last named mill thero is 
clear water for maI'o than 10 miles. 

River Phillip is thus obstruoted in 1'l places by mill· dams, and its only spawning 
grounds are wme ! mile of gravel boos, between the hend of the tide aud tho woolen 
f.ictory . 

I next visiled Little River, joining River Phillip, at tho tide· way. It was uot 
considered a good fish river bef.n·e tho mills on it wore built. On none of tho d.ims 
are there fish.ways, and sawdust and other refuse are plentiful in and about tho 
stroam, 'fho first mill is owned by Edward Thomson, t of a mile from the salt 
water. Two miles above, Black Bros.; 1 mile beyond, 'rhompson Bros,; a quarter 
of a mile distont, Messre. Johnstone & CO'l!.; and a ! milo furthor on, Goorg:o 
Thompson'~. The rest of the river is clear. 

2Brd October. 
Sunday. 

24th October. 
D!'ove from Amherst to Pugwash (30 miles). 

25th October. 
I lVont up the Pug wash River for 5 miles, until I carne upon McPhol'eQn'~ saw 

nud grist mill. They al'o sitnated jlU:lt l.t the tide·way. The dam, which is 8 feeL 
high, hus DO ladder or other means to enable fish to get beyond it, and ll'aw a con­
siderable quantity of edgings lying about the mill , which II. f~'eshet will soou sweop 
<lown stream. 1 believe, some years ago, Mr. McPhenlOn diu have a ladder in his 
dam, but it was broken away by ice, nnd never replaced, There are8 miles of good water 
between this point and McArtbm"S S[LW mill, ut the foot of McArthur's Lake, but at 
present, denied both to salmon und gaspere[Lux. Large shoals of the latter, I am 
told, wel'e seon in the tide-way last spring. I cannot think they CQuid spawn below 
the mill, fOl' tbe wator, when I saw it, was thick with sawdu.~t and buckwheat shell:!. 
MeArthur's dam is without n ladder. 

Leaving Pogwash River, I drovo to Wallace village, lO miles distant, 
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26th Uctober. 

With the Warden, ~r. Murphy. I visited the Wallace River. I found. at tho 
'tide-way, a saw min owned by a company, but commonly known as Cnn's. The dam 
is about 10 feot in height and 300 feot in width, with a fi~h-Iaddor, in appal'onlly gooJ 
I'epair, placed on the west side closo to the bank. I questioned tho Wnrdcrl and 
others who had r.losely watched tho laddGr dudng the timo the gaspOl'caux and 
salmon, in past 8~agODS, woro running. hut no ono had ovor acCD Or bcal'd of noy £iih 
'being in or abovo it. Tho heaviost flow of wator is naturally to\vard~ tho centro of 
tho dam, and I can readily beliovo that the laddor would not answor wlHH'o it iii, for 
tho curront to draw fish upwards to it is vcry slight. Tue rivor is a fino ono, and 
would be largely visited by salmon, &.c., but to attain that end, '1 better contrivance 
than that I have mentioned, to ovoroome this ob.3taclo, would be necessary. Witb. 
rO.3pect to the 8awJust, all tb.at is made is tb.rown in tb.o rivor, ailli lb.o odgingi 
-deposited outsido of tho mill, in tb.e sarno cal'oloss mannor as at McPhorso~l ''', on tho 
Pugw8sb. 

1 would suggeat, l\;Ill remedy to this barrier, which is II. very important ono to; 
surmount (thoro being good gravol bods botweon it lind tho next dam), that ono of 
tho now ladderP, of Mr. Rogers' pntent, be built in tho centre of the dam. It is the 
-only pattorn that can bo of aoy benefit, the existing ono proving to be of no sorvice 
whatever. 

1 drQ.ve Ii milos above Carr's mill, to Messrs. Howard's saw and g rist mill. with 
-dam 15 foot in height and 60 yard:! in breadth. I saw a portion of a ladder on the 
bank, at the west side, he greater part hrn'ing boon broken and carried away some 
time since. The dam is a complete obstruction at pr08ont:.. Sawdust aod tho refuse 
of tho grist mill aro all allowed to escapo into the river, but it is comparatively clear 
of edgings and slabs. 

Above Hownrd's, G miles, a Mr. McLean has a saw and a grist mill, 'fho dam i>l 
without any fi ~b .way, !lod the rubbish from both buildings is permittOO. to reach the 
wator or iiJ thrown in. Just above McLean's the river forks. 

On tbe east branch, 1 milo from tho CQoflueoco of the two streams, Amos Purdey's 
disused mil! slAnds, and I htu-dly think tbo dam could bo classed as an ohstruction, 
for it is very low, and would bo covered during a freshet. There ara no oth6is above, 
.on the west branch or fr' I'k, about 2 milos up, a Mr, Huntcr's dam strotches across 
from sido to sido, without a fiBh .way. Thero is oothing of any oon~oqllence higher 
.up to prevent fi·h ascondiog. 

27th October. 
Heavy rain, followed by a violent gale, doterrOfl mo fl'om contionio!? my illspec. 

tion, nnd r was detaioed all day at POl't Phillip, the ferl'ymnn cODsidel'lng it uusafo 
to attempt crossing in the scow, Tho bridge is down, 

28th October. 
I visited this day tho Shinimicas River, with the Wardon, Thomas R. Smith, first 

inspocting tho dam t)f Timothy BI'ownoll's mill, at the tide-way. The ladder whioh 
was formerly erected here has been Cl:l.I'l'ied away, and ne\'or rebuilt, Rabbi sh from 
the upper ponioD of the river blocks up the pond Ilnd j!\ms tho stream all about the 
mill. 'fh '3 dam is about H foet high in moderate wUoter, the tide flowing nearly to its 
base. S:llmOIl are repol"ted nlmost cxtinot, but j!Mpereaux, in small !lumbers, still 
come n.s fill' as the mill, nnd una hie to proceed further, it is said, are forced to spawn 
in the bl'ackish waters. .Ba~s are seell hero also. Good ladders arG wanted on aU 
the mills up to tbo forks"as ilbovo that point there are extensive spawning grouuds ; 
but it would ba usalcss to re·stock tbe I'ivar ,...-ith $fIlmOn in its present stato, all th<l 
-dams on it being complete obstl'uction~. 

Ascending fOI' 2 miles, I rellch II. grist mill, with a 10 foot dam, belongio~ to 
Bamuel Somors. Groat quantitios of sholls of buckwhea.t, &c.\ nre thl'own in from 
tuis establishment, aod thicken the water everywhere. It is said fi~b dl'i)ad tbid. 
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foreign mlltter more than tboy do the sawdust, and I beliol'"o tho practice ofsweoping 
it in to bo most injurioa~, aod should not be p~rmitted . 

Within 2 miles of this, Mossrs. Smith Bros. {HId Messrs. Matbewsoc. &. Dickie 
havo ench built their SAW mills, with 12 or 13 feet dams, nnd Smith & Doyle'S, 3 
mi!oa abovo, is nOOut 10 feet in height. The river hero forks at tho min pond, tho 
south brunch being clear to ita /:IOllI'CO, with tllo exception of the stoppngea at Goo. 
Gilroy'd and Robert MOI'ris' dams, which nfO 1 milQ ap:ut. It is n broad stloam, with 
sand nod gr!lVci bottom, tho pl'cci~e locality for spawning. . """ 

On tho north'lVest bl'anch thoro is but 0110 b:lrriOl', nlXlUt It miles from~ tho 
illoction of the two stl'cams, viz. at John Bohorrel'd mill. It ill U fcot in height. 
'rlVo triblltarie!l enter tbo Sbiuimicas, some 2; milo.! from tido·way. Tho western 
ono is cIonI' to RindlaJ'd dnm (5 miles), tho southern ono to J. S:nith'" saw aod grist. 
mill, tbe i:lUer doing much injary b()th to their own, aud the maio rl\'or, by stl.wdlUt. 
snd buckwheat hu:;ks. 

29th October. 

DI'O'ro from Amberst. to Young's mill, on tho Ilibbcl"l, 23 miles di3t.ant. Thore is 
hOI'o Il. fish.ladder, of considorablo l~ngth, by tho side of tho mill, and fl'om its C 
interim' construction, gr:.de and situation, I should any, would be vorl' sOl'vicoablofor 
gaspcl'oanx, though I am strongly io fuvor of 8 . grolllur width thun this posso8$e.Q, to 
succeod weH with salmon . Although I Oilonot elIeny thoso £bb Clll}, aDd have ascended 
laddors of 5 fecL in broadth, atill I foel certain one of 7, 01' e\'on 8 feot width, with tho 
buckets proportionately furtbe]' apo.rt, on largo !'i\'ers, would be found doubly auc­
cessful. 

At this mill tho edgings are burned away from tho water, but q'lanlities of 10Z 
hark aud sawdust are shov611ed in . Tbero alO mauy mill'! on tho cumks and brooks 
that enter this river, all of whicb permi~ their sawdust to esc:l.p". They aro as 
ful!ows :-

On Mill Brook ......... . ................... ................ .... R . Chl'istie. 
" 'Vos~ Creck .. ....................................... , ..... '1'. Chl·iatio. 
" l\Icil'att'd Crook ....... .. ...... .... ................ . ......... . .. Ijnndall Bros. ..: 
" Min Crcek ..... ....................... " ..... .. .............. ICelley. 
" Lallas Brook ......................... .. ... . . ......... . ..... . . L1Ilaa. 
" 'Yoods' Cr~ek ................................. ............. .. 'Voods. 
" B3rnea' Crcek .... .. ................ . ...... . ............ ..... .. &roes. 

The gre3t body of aawdust which Bows from Yonng'd mill, on the m3in river, 
and from thoso on the creeks and brooks, is, it is everywhero snid, destroying tbe 
shad and gaspere!l.ux fisherie', At. Minudio, especi!l.lly, a resident informed mo, tho 
favorito fceding gl"Ounds of tbo form or are covored with a deposit of some inchos, and 
tha~ of Inte S03sons, i.e., sineo thO!e milia have boon in full oporntion (Young'" 
averages 3,000,000 of sawn loct yearly, to say nothing of all tho o·.hers), the c3tcb 
haa dwindl(.'d down to a mero nothing. In C9.5ual conversation with one who had 
livod for n numbor of yO:l.rs at Machi:l.~, n smnll town in tho Slato of Maino, he stoully 
assertod, lind reterred mo to tho Commis~ionel~ of .Fisheries of that Stale to corrobo· 
rate his statement, thut thoir famous shad river at that place wlUI, soon aftcr the 
Inrb"O aaw mills wore erected, abandoned altojgetber by thosc fish, no ciICmm:;tsnce 
solely attributed to the sawdust. on their feoding groundd. 

1 cannot. exactly St,y with certaint.y what. it is shad delight. in feoding upon thut 
attract.s thcm SO powerfully to our@horesi but 1 believe it to bo the spawn of the 
other fish (most likely berring) wbicb now object to the 611Wdust.·covcred bottotntl, 
and just as the cod, already spoken of in a fOJ:mer report, from tho inabilit.y or un· 
willingness of the rock fi~b 10 deposit the ova, they onco grcedily bunted anor and 
dC'rourod in llusquadoboit Harbor bofore sawdust was ao thickly all'OWn thore, huve 
len it nl1ogelber, 80 ahnd forsake the old feeding grounds M Milludie nnd el .. owbere, 
lho inducement to ]'esol't t.here no longel' exist:ing. 
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The decrease in ga~J16ronnx is owi og, no doubt, tp tho pollution, hithorto, of their 
spawning beds in the mouths of the crocks and brooki', &c., tho rivor beforo being 
impas~nbl0 beyond YOUOI{'S mi ll. 

I drove'from. Young'~ mill to Pnfsbol'o',!l. distance of 17 milo@, to vi~it. the I'ivor~ 
in nnd beyond that locality. nlTiving the snmo e~·oni ng . • 

30th October. 
Sunday. 

3 1st October. 
r dro,>o from River R,)Vollo, fl o\ving into tho Rty of Fum)y, 1.,1, miles fmm 

Parreboro' . It is s:lid tbat sal mon DO\"OI' was in any number, owing to a heavy fait 
a short. di~tnncc up (:dlOut 2 miles), and so tho mill·dams upon it have beO:l DUnlO· 

108too . I saw, howovor, largo quanti ties of sa wdust coming down, and tho sumo 
complaint is, on this part of tho const, at~o mado of the groat dC5truction of tho 
fotding grcullds by it.s dopo!'it, together wi th that of Fox fwd Ham shend Hivel1!, 
That tho fisbo l'i~8 on this ~ ide of Cumberland (',ollnly bavo deterioratod seriously id 
an undoubted fact, the caUEOS being atli'ibuted, and with mueh I·eason. to sawdust and 
trawl ushing-the "latter wl'Ongly cnp'.ul'ing too gl'oat a pl'oporliou of cod and IIml· 
dock heavy with spaw n; and not only that, bllt tbo owners o<'glectillg to t~lko away 
the fi8h caught, lcaving them eithe r to rot off tho liuc of th om~elvos, ('.1' remaining-, 
bocomo too far docompos:ed to be of nny uso, UI'O cast otl', IIlId thus polluto tho water 
and ftighten olhe)' fi~h 3W:ly. 

rOJ( Rivcr, about 12 miles from Parrsbo!'O', has two mills upon it, to its groat 
injtll'y-Chmlcs Smith's, 1 milo from tho salt w!iter, nnd. Robert CIIrt'S', 1 mil{'o 
beyond. At tho formor I snw tho rowains of all old ladder, Usehl tiS from its sloep 
grade whon first crO(:tcd, and at tho lalter no provision attempted to bo mado wbat· 
eyer- tho strllam fllll ofsn.wuull t and, in places, choked with olu log~, &e., which had 
come down. On visiting Ramshead River, 8 milos from Pal'!"SOOI'O', 1 foul d that a 
Mr. DeWolf, who, in addit.ion to his old mill·dam, whoro I foulld a decayod aud 
moss·eovorcd portion of II. badly constructed laduor, h!ls built a new dam at the 
mouth; but this, I am glad to say, will pro¥c no detl'iment, as the tidoobbs and flows 
ovor it. His foro man assured mo the old dam was shortly to bo removod, and wbon 
tbat is dono tho wholo rivor will become perfcct.ly open lor fi~h to a!lcond. 

Di!i~ent Rivor, 1 mile to tho oastward, is a very sma ll, in signineant stroam. It 
boasts of but ODO mill (Rabt. Ward' ,,;) 3 miles up whkh stops it. hs coutJ'ibuLioo of 
snwdust is, however, cl(>arly visiblo, 

Iretul"Oed thOli 10 Pnrsboro' and drovo 8 miles to .:Honsc River, on whie-h, in tho 
tide way, is s ituated Joncl;' mill. 'rho tide here riso~ to within a lelv foet of tho top 
of tho dam, and tho miller tolls mo ho opons a large log sluice, [lOsw ill tho centre of 
iI, at high water, and permits any fi sh below to pa'!;; into the mill pond. Shvuld the 
miller do as he states, and tho salmon be 8pal'(>d, at tho foot of tho dum, from spaal' and 
net, 1 do 1I0t tllink aoy further a~ilist ance to them would. bo l1eC038nl')'. It novcl' can 
be of much vull.le as a fish breoding river, as a Bhort d,s tnnro abovothe mill thero aro 
very heM'y IllltUI'ul falls, ono 100 perpendienlar f('ot in I II~igh~, 

The inspoctiou of tbo PlIl"bbol"o HiveI' it~clf will be bhown in my ropot't fOl' 
Novembol·. 
Hon. Min ister Marino and I~i ~herie~ . FHED, 1I. D. V[ETEJ. 

IlALu'Ax, N.S" 5th NO\'(Jmbol', 183t. 

FORWARDl~G MO~raLY HEPORT OF PROGHESS. 

DALlt'AX, N S" 5th Novcmbcr, 18&3. 
SIR,-J hll.¥o tho honor to report that 1 have Ihis day fo)'wll.l-ded to ~h. R g('r~, 

fvr t1"an ,;mi~sion to the Dopal t.mcnL, my roport of pt·0.l!.ros~ for tho.) month of Oc\obor, 
I havo the bonO!' to bo, Sir, yOll l" obedient sel'vanl, 

Hon. Ministe r .\IMino nnd Pi sheries. FhED. U . D. V1ETll. 
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DIARY 

FOIl TilE MONTH OF NOVE)IllER, 188 1. 

I visited !DC Pal'sboro' River and found the mille upon it 88 follows: Nom'est 
the tido, which flows to it.s base, stnnds Fred. Yorke DickIe's, with its dcinpidated, 
broken ladder; never a~ any timo serviceable, but nolV represented by a fow decayed 
boards. The miller statoo to me that salmon always leap iti but I cannot roodily 
boliove this assertion, es pecially 86 the mill pond above 111 PO blocked, from cod to 
end, with old logs and dibris, that a fish could only land on that, instead of in the 
water. Tho next two above are close together, lind are, respectively, owned by Mr. 
Newcomb and MO!Iflrs. Viccory & York. Tho dam hero is 8 foot in height, and on 
the fal' side, from tbe mill propped against the stringer of tho dam at ao agle of 45 
degrece, i~ a more feeb le representation of a ladder than Mr. Dickie's. 

These mi!l~ ha"fe been forced to aave their rubbish, nnd but little is seon io the 
stream. Mr. Smith'!! saw mill above, hO\vevdr, is lest:l cared for, and I saw a good 
deal of edgings, slabs, &c., about in the wat.cr. Salmon, SO I am inlormed by an old 
resident, seldom, if evel', went up beyond this point whQn no mill·dams Qxisted . 'I'be 
rest of the ri\'el' is clear fo(' many mIles up. Leaving Parsboro' River, I drove back, 
on the Amherst l"Oad, to Southampton, and visited Messrs. Atkinson & Co.'s dam at 
the woollen f",etory, on tbe Maccan Hivel·. It 13 in beigbt about 10 or 12 feet, and 
unprovided with a fisb-ladder, or any otber meaus of lI.llowiog fish to ascend fnrthel·. 
Below this place, 1 mile, Mr. M. L. 'rucker, has erected hill saw and gl'itlt mill; 
although tbe dum is a low one, it I'equires a ladder upon it, Jor, at present, salmon 
conld only surmount it with difficulty, on IIceount of itoJ protruding apl·oo. Descend· 
ing the Maccuu fUl·ther on, [discovered, about ~ miles below Tucktw's, a new mill 
in COUfse of erection. 'I'he dam is not yet built, and it might be deemed !\dvisuble 
to ordor the millor to put in a suitable ladder while it id in the course of being con· 
struoted, and to be undtll' the supervision of a competent person tAl avoid Rny difficulty 
heref.l.ftol'. W. c. r~llmore is the proprietor of tile new mill, and proposes erecting 
hi" dam either thi" fall or next spring. 

River Ad"ocate, Hawing into Advocate JIarbor, is entirely free from obstructions, 
8SI ure also NM~au, Laplanche and Mis.jiq'.lash, the latter visited yt'udy by thousand" 
of gllspel·ellux:. 

2nd November. 
Ueturnod to Amherl>t, nnd having completed my inspoction of the rivel's of 

Cumhedand Voun~y, lretUl'ned to Halilllx. 

a,.rl, 4th, and 5th November. 
Employed in writing up my f(lugh report from notes and in pl'epndng duplicate 

expenl<e account~, and \.:opy of repol'tol progress, fIJI' trnnsmission. 

• 

~.M_~ ~ 

Suodny. 
7t11 z.."ovember. 

At home, in U;l\ifax. 
8th November. 

) took tho coach to \"isit Mush-a-.Mush find M:lI'Un's Rivel's, two good fidlint{ 
stream.;, in Lunel,burg County, that 1 wUoJ tlllable to inspect befOl"e, nnJ to curry out 
a request of -'11'. Hogers. that l wou11 pl'OCced to Bridgewater and sce that tho fish­
bddur at Cook'" dam, which he had giv~n orders, sometime ago, to be constl'uctcd 
thcl'e, had be(lll properly huilt, and fUl"lbel', that on my return to Halifax, [was to 
visit the ladder !It J:LubCl·t's Col"e, which bad been reportt.>cl to him out of repair, and 
Ili:lcertain il8 cundition_ .M 1". Rogm's asked me to attend to those duties in his stood, 
he beillg alixiouI\ to have the matters at ollce attended to anrilHlable, himself, to prO· 
ceed thithel', owing to tbe Hostigouche Fishery Commission requiring hi" attendance. .. 



• 
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9th and 10th Novembtr. 

At Bridgewater. in company with Mr. Goddard, tho 0\'Or80er, I went daily to 
Cook's dam, where Mr. Calder was at work, conetructing' the iadd(w on tbe 01U"t side. 
He has made it with a gnlde of 1 foot in 8t 01' 9. and 5; feot in width in its interior, 
and about 18 foet in length. The locality chosen ill an lIdmirable one, and the 
material used is of lba 8trOD~eBt description. It was finally completed, and tho water 
turned on into it on tho night of the 10th. I visited it for tho last time on the morn ­
ing of tho 11 th, when it appeared to be in capital working ordor, and I must state, 
bail been built wilh much cal'O nnd skilful workmanship. 

11th ... Yovember. 
I viriited, with Mr. Dlivison, tho pl'oprietol', his first dam (at his own request), 

and he showed me how he had built, ovor tho whole of the space, whero the old 
ladder had been making, it a solid p lHtfol'm with a pas ·al:fe in the centre, which cnn 
be now conl"orted into either a natural 6:;h.pa."s or 6tlca with tl. new ladder, and I 
~ll.thcl·ed [z·om him ho has completoct it so far, awaiting fOI· furthel' instructions to 
finish it. • 

12th .iYovember. 

I drove from BI·idgC'mlier to Mahono Bay, and vi-i ted tho Mush·a·Mush. Thero 
was n good body of ''''alor io it, nod a famollS nntnral fish-way round tho CtlS~ sido ef 
the dam, at Mesi'l"s, Jielpos & Kiddy''=! mill. 'I'be water course, which 11.11 spoak here 
in pl·aise of, is constructed eo tho BUIDO prillcip!e, precisely, that 1 s ·lvoca.tcd and 
strongly recommended might be appliol last April, in tho case of Mr. Da"l'ison's first 
dam, beginning some 5 or 6 foet abovo the dam and running around its ond in almost 
crescOM ~hapc. Salmon, trout and gaspereaux all find their way up t his pass or 
water course of Mes'rs. Kolpes & Kiddy'd. A quarter of a. milo beyond, Nichol'" 
Z'l'icker havo a saw mill, and about the ~!lme di"tance boyond, a MI·, Ernst has a 
grist mill, Both have mado provision for fish to g~t up, nnd boyond thoro firo no mills 
\fhnte>er en tho stroam. 

I then went on to Martin's River. I~ is too ~hnllow ncnl' the meuth to be a 
favorite with tal·go fish, but the pooploahout catch what the.y requiro of tho alewivos, 
that visit it in abundance yearly. .Langol's Bnw and gt'ist mill {,chlOd~ j lhL at the tido­
way, but fi sh can puss and find a cloar, ur,ou:stt'uctcd rllll ef a l.}Qu ~ 5 milei np :stream. 

l~th l'Jovember. 
Sllllduy. 

14 th November. 
Took passago in couch, and on my way back 10 Halifax, I ~torpe I at tho mill fit 

Hubbel·t"", Coye, to carry out Mr J~0gers' in~tl·ucti(>os about tho luddoi", but 1 foultd 
tho Over~cer, Mr. Fil~gera ld, had been befero me, and thllt he bad tleon to tho defect 
in tbe laddel·, which WlI" tben in good runuing ot'del·, 

15th WId 16th K6vember. 

In Ilalifux, wl"iti ng uJ! my last week' .. wet·k, official corl"esponJer.ce, &c , &0. 
17th,. 18th alld 19th November. 

J n llalif!.x. Urgont private affair"_ 

20th X"rembtr, 
Sundny. 

21st NOL'em ber. 
]n llalifax . Urgcn~ privllte tl.ffair~. 

22nd November. 
Ldt Ilalifux by ttHin fer S :cwiacke, Cv1chestel' County, and visited the Slewi!l(!ko 

Rivel". It is II. vel'y largo tl"ibut.u·y vi lh~ Shubenllo.;adie, lind upwards of 30 miles in 
length. 



·, 
Thf're afe no mill-dam!l Or other ob·tructions upon ii, from ita 8Ouroo to theses. 

I io!J'ooo from many of the settleI'll, and from the Overseer, Mr. Pollock himself, 
tbat ulmon bne, of late yellno, loecn steadi:y d<E'creasing in this ri"\'6 l', and it appears 
very difficult to defiue exacUy tbe cau .. e. ~rbe poaching that at ono time was 
extensively carried on noar its upper wet.tcrs b:1.8 almost COlll:lod to be pl'aotised alto· 
gOlbel', and vOl'y legitimate Dotting is dOllo. 'l'bo only two caUBC8 to which may be 
attributed tho falling off, 8.l lellst, IlS fat' as I can gain any knowledge of, are-first, 
tho extnwn.lillary quantity of colli tbat Joarl:r frequent this river, in Ilumbors far 
boyond any thing koown in oth(H' stream!!, and, which it is "aid, dovour the salmon 
spawn, and, secondly, to tho shoals 01 large bn·loS that seek tho mouth of the river at 
tho tido.way when the youoi? fl'y or smcl~ :1r'O coming down to the @oa,and procy upon 
them. After making eea r·tiling enquiries in every possible way in my endeavor to 
account for the decrcase in snlmon, 1 am uuable to point to any other caU3eS for it 
than those given, Dor can 1 suggest any means to sdopt a::l a preventi.e. Time, 
ho\\,e-rer', rIlly perbarll ahor' the prrsent unfortunate position of these fish . 

• 23rJ ... Yovt!m~t!r . 
I dl'o~o from Lower Stewiockc to Lillie Ri~cr, on whi ch tbere is a dam, owned 

hy a Mr. Gl"aham. It is situated aliout 5 miles from its junction with the Stewinckc 
Ri.or. The miller here bas built A small hldder in his dam, lt is about 35 feet long, 
with Il. grode of 1 foot in 10, and about i-l feel, in width. There are noJt many fish 
.i~iting this stream. Sometimes smallssl mon (gl"ilse), shad, or' a few gASpercaux are 
£oen at tbis dam, but they soon find tbe ladder :and PIU'S above it. 

T he manner in whicll this laddcr' is IJlaecd is on preciFely tho same pI inciple till 

that adopted by Mr. R~gerfl in bis new model. It is built in, not below the dam, and 
I have it from the relitlble authority of oye.witnesses that a.ery fish which arrives 
at its foot continues jl3 upwar'd coul'sf', without difficulty, into tho pond above. This 
is one of tbe best proof:i of the fact that tho only method to en~Ul'e success is to mflke 
the opening 01 the ladder flu"h with the dam ilSelf. 1 hfl-re repeatedly urged this in 
my furme., rJport8, :tnd I c:m point to this ladder in e\'idenee of the correctness of 
my nd\'Ocacy. I ffilly mentioo tbM the Inl'ge ladders built on this plan, by Mr, 
Hvger.;, at the mil!s 011 the Liverpool Rivor" h:t\'"e this y e:l.I· been most highly 
spoken of, thou~ands of fish having gone through thcm, 

2·1111. l'iovember. 
1 \"illitoo the lower ))flrt of the Shuben:"lcadio Hi\'er, below the mouth of the 

SlA!wincke. Gaspereaux are deprived of their old baunls by mill-dams on a tribular'y 
called Greco's Crook, which enters the mnin r i"er 9 miles fl'Om Ste'-rincke Station, 
and which takes its rise in Otterhouse Lake, Tbere wo.s once, so the old settlers 
told me, a very fine fishory in this strcam; but it is now destroyed by these ohstruc­
tiODS. 1t is possible a few gll8pcrellulI: m:ght yet yearly pock to ascend, and perhaps 
by asaisting thorn at thOfe bnrriers the Lako mRy agsin become the favorite breeding 
pineo for theso fi~h, it was formerly. Tile fir81 mill-<lnm r found is situated in the 
tide·way, wbieb flows up against it to the height of 7 or 8 feot. It ii owned by a 
Mr. SandersoD. The socond 5 milos up. is nt the foot of the Throe Mile or Ottcrhouse 
Lake, nnd bolongs to the M~81"'. Short. I w'ould suggest tbat thCi!o millers be at 
once notified to place suitable ladder" in their dams ·they would have nmplo time 
to build them durrn~ the winte.·, and put them. in before the heavy freshets come in 
the spring. I belie\'e s. splendid gll~p()l'eaUll: 6"bcr'y could be here rovi.ed. 

2';(11. NOL'ember. 
I len. Siewiatke this morning for Shubenacadio Statioo, 8nd from thence dro\'e 

8 milet< to Gay's River, the iurgest tributary, next the Swwiscke, of the Shubenll' 
eadio River, and vtaited Cook & :lond Anand'li saw and Ilrist mills. The dam at lhis 
place is about 8 feet in heigbt, and has never had any fi~h·way placed iu it. As the 
whole ofthie beautiful stream, with this exeepllion, is unobstructed its entire lengtb, 
and could he resto,'cd nnd mndo a valuable fi~h I"i..-er, 1 would suggest that the -



• 
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millors be notified to plsoo a ladder in their dam during ,bis winter. In COnVQre8· 
tion with Mr. Cook, he cxprcsEoo his willingness to fulfil the terms of the law in 
this respect, if it were required of him, and a model or flomo !!ucb guide given him 
to go by, a I he was ignorunt of the proper method of building n ladder. One and 9,. 

half miles above this, a Ur. MacKay h:lS It. mill and dam on a stream bearing his 
nomo, bot the amount. of sawing dono by him is very smnll, and I do Dot think it 
affects tho ril'6r at ali, nor do I tbink it Ilcccs..,;ary, with Imeh extent of water boforo 
them, to allow the fieh to entor this tfibuiar)". I visited another tributary of tho 
Sbuoonacadic entirely, abont 2 miles from .Milford, lll>Oll which .Messrs. Woodworth 
.1; Annes have a mill; but. I a8wthat they were removing the machinery and all other 
mill'geal' r['om it, to nso in a new steam saw mill t.hey haorc erected ncar the large 
bridge which spans the Shubenacadie on the Gay'!! River rond, The dam they propose 
throwing open at tho old mill site, and thus lea-riog tbat brook, At the head of the 
Gay's River tbere are two othOl' mills on tributaries, but tbere Ill'e V:lSt breoding 
grounds throughout. the river's length bofore reaching there, 

I proceeded this day to vi"it tho upper portion of the Shubenacadie, including 
that whel'e the canal locks fonnerly stood, At Barney's Drook, where the last oue 
noarest the tide was flituatod, I found, not a vestage WAS left, the river Willi quito 
open, nnd a large body of water WIUI pouring throur"'h , Ascending the river 4 mile", 
by rond, 1 reached t.he old Elmsdale Lock, liere saw the remains of tbe dam, and 
learned th:tt the clearance was made by the settlers in the vicinity, In CUlling 
away 9. portion of this ob,tl'uction and leaving the grentcl' part of it remaining, it is 
e\'id"nt that those who operated had nn eye to their own intcra .. t!', for, ns it stands 
now, it affords tbe greate:;t possible facility for poaching ; in fact, there being no 
official within 5 miles, to pl'evellt it, eorel'y shad or b:tss could be securoo, by a net, as 
soon as it roached tbe narrow entrance to the water aboore, I would suggest. that 
a small sum be granted to enlarge this passD-ge, and as there is no Wardcn for thh 
part of the Sbuhonacadic, that an assistant be appointed, wb(lse duties ~hould include 
the supel'vision of the Detting, from this obstruction to the" run out" of tbe river, at. 
Grand Lake, The Overseer, Mr, Colter, d01ls what he can, but has too many miles to 
superintend, and wbile visit ing one end of his heat, poaching is actively carried on 
!1t the olilcr, ] procecded futilol' up stream, until [reached the old Enfield Lock, 
][el'(', a clean sweep of nil the obstacles that formerly stood, hus been made, and the 
!'iver is perfectly clear, I then vieited the site of the fourth lock, at Horne's settle, 
ment, about! a mile from the Grand Lake itself, and found tho old dam that ond 
remained at this flpot for 80 many yeari:l, to tho detriment of the river, had beon 
deRtroyod completely nnd carriod aw:ty, Tbi" lOOlllity, from its romotene811 from the 
main road, is eztensirely UI;od to enrry on poaching operations against any 6"h 
arriving on their way to their fat"orite hannt, the Lake, and great cO!llplaint.fl wero 
mode of fishermen from E:tl ilax, during the season, making the place tbe Ecene of 
thoir Sunday deprooation~, r notieed, however, that the O\'erileel' bad posted placard$, 
in conspieiou@ placos, wal'ning peo)lle of the pennlty they are liable to, for breaking 
the law, and be tells me, that since they bal'e been put. up, he has had few, if any, 
com pi flints made to him, • 

With re~(l.rd to the fishing, by tho use of nets, nlong the rivor, 1 am cont"ineed, 
from the pOSItion of th0 stakeil dl'h'en in, in numbllriess places, to attach tnll hend 
lines to, that it is by DO means legitimately carried on , Fencos are built out from 
the shore, of impenetrable stick and brush work, and, in mnny cases, extend a third of 
the way acroea; the stake on the other side, showing tbst between tbese two points 
the net is set, and of course stop8 eV('l"y fhh, In other casOl!, tho net stakes al'e 
driven in, thus taking up ono.hnlfef it, inl'tead ofooo..third, In f:lct, the Oversoer 
should have the greater number of these either taken up or placed :l!I the law permits, 
and the brushwork fenCCfl remo\'oo altogether, 1 would again strongly urge the appoint.. 
mont of an assistant to Mr. Coital" ospeci ally to look after t.heso waters, between 
Elm8dale and Grand Lake, where the OVel"1SCer cannot make a daily vbit, living, as 
he docs, from 8 to 10 mii.ls away. Bass and shad have been more numorous io tho 
Shubonacadie this season than for yenrs past, 



27th to 30th NQvemb(r, 

In Ha.Hftix. - Tbe winter ha.ving no\v set in, nnd tbe inclemency of tbe weather 
rendering it impcrativelO cl08e rivcl' inspection for tho soa~on . 
HALIFAX, N. S. , 1st December, 188L f'REO. II, D, VIETll. 

FOR\VAHDI~I.:J- RF.PORT OF PROGRESS. 

HALIP,\X, N.S., 1st Decombcr, 1881. 
Sm,-l have the honor to I'epol't that I have this day fOl'\varded to thelmpectol"" 

of Fil>hcrics my return ofduty, -performed during tho mon',h of Novcmbel', 
I hn\'e tho bonor to be, Sir, yout' obedient POI'vant, 

non, Minister of Marme and Fi~horios. }'RED. n. D. VIEfIr. 

lIALIF.\X, N.S" 3rd August, lS82. 

SIR,-l have tbe bonor to stale tba.t, nccompanyinJ.t my reportfor July, I havO' 
added twO rough plans of the country through which 1 havo pnssod, but nlthollgb­
thoso aro made from actunl survoy, yet they nrc not drawn to nny scale nor were any 
measurements taken, but I appenJ thorn so as to give a general idell of t he position 
of tho dams, Ilfld all:lo of tho proposed cutting at B~u~t Rivol" 

I havo the honor to bo, Sir, your obedient porvant, 
Hon, Ministel' Marine Rnd }'ishodoe. FRED, IT, D VIET H. 

REPORT OF PROGRE'S. 

I'lu:r,\RtD Pr::RSUA~T T<l OnDtn 0" ACTlsa MlslSTEn 0 .. MARna: AND FrSlI£RI£8, 
DATEto 22SD M-\y, 1,.;82, 

ht, 2nd lI~d 3rd June, 1882, 

nuvin .~ been reqoested by the member for Luncnburg to rcpOI't 10 the Donflrt­
meut the condition ot Larder'lI HiveI', fl8 it now i!l, nnd the cost of clearing it out, I 
llrocecdod thither as soon as my commission reached mo. 

1 briefly reforred, in my difU·y, on t he 19th March, 1881, to this tribut:u'}", hut I 
h:'lvO now made a thorough oxamination of it, and beg to report liS follows: His 
about /) miles in length, from ils exit nt Lako Ramsay to its junction with tho Gold 
Hi\"er, and formorly, 1 gatbor, furnished the residcnts, at what is termed tho Lako 
Settlement, nt New Ross, wilh abundance of salmon lind trOllt, both for sale and 
domestic use, For upwards of 20 ycaNl, by a grant from tbe Crown L:mus OIBee, 
this river has been elosed by a dam, originally ercetcd by a Ur, LaDet', find his sons 
arc tbe present proprietors of it nnd tbe adjacent flaw mill. These aro ptueed just at 
tho" run out," IlS it is tormed, of Lako Ramsay, From tho timo the mill was erected 
to tbo present day, no precautions ha\'e been taken to prevent tho sawdust and othor 
mill rubbish from entering tbe Flrf1am, and so an accumulution exists, nOt only imme· 
diately below tbo mill, but the pile~ of old edging~, &c., blocking the stl'eam, nre 
trnccable all down to tbe main riv61', nnd in ~ome places IMm impMI'nblc bal'riers to 
tbh. I hnvo mndel\li accurate an estimate of thc cost of clenl'ing thi.~ dVl'r, ita entire 
length, as 1 hal"C any meant! oj doing, and [ should tiny, to open iLUP properly, 1\ Bum 
not less tban $200 would bo neeesl'zlry. Afler reaching the main 1'1\'er, which is 
called Gold Ri\'er, I deEoonded it to lhe Big Falls alluded to in my diary of 22nd 
.March, 18g1, in order to form an eEtimato of tbe cost of blasting them away. for' 
unless the main ri\'er is put into proper order to 3110\" fish to ascend, tho opening np 
orlhe tributary would be useless, The C08t of blasling away tbe falls, liO 88 to 
rermit thegaspereau:r, wbieh hitherto havc never been able to reacb lite upper portioos­
of Gold Ith'er, would entail an expense of not less th'ln 8250, and until theso natnral 
ob3tructions are removed on tho main !'>tream, I cannot ur,!!e tho nccofiSity 01 clearing 
out LaMer's River, which is but a tributary, In tact, if any money be granted lor 
this district, tbe requirements of th') main river should first demand an expenditure. 
Gasperellux never, at any t imo, got over the Big FRIis, lhoy sougt,t a tributary about. 

.. 
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7 miles from the l!e:1~ called tbe .. Branch," :md it would be s gronl boon wore means 
taken to allow these fish to reach tho settlers about New BOOB, for at present tbey 
derive no benefit from tbe river wb3tc\"or. Tho gasperenux bciDg 8.11 secured by tho 
residenta on the lo\";,or portion of its waterf!, and the salmon, \vhich only Al'rive thoro 
to spawn, are not only unfit for food, but it is against tho lnw to catch them at that 
timo ofyenr. 

] would suggest thon, in order to give satisfaction to the whole settlement lit 
'Now~, and ita vicinity, that the first money gl'lIntcl for tbe improvement of 
Gold River, or its tributarios, should he expended upon putting the ronin river in an 
nccessible oondition by blasting nnd breaking down theso falls, and permitting that. 
valuable fish, the gaspereaur, to l'('ach its uPFer waters. This done, Larder's River 
might I'e taken in band to be cleared, and a ladder placed at Lanet>'s mill to open up 
the way to Lake Rnmsay • 

The distance from either the tide-wsy up or from New ROllS 'down to the Big 
Falls is from 8 to 9 milos, there is no rond or path, and in plnNls by tbe river'lI side 
it is almeet impa.8sable, 80 that thid in~pection occupied me lieveral days altogether, 
and one night In the bush, 

I have not suggested placing a laddcr at the beavy nntuml obstruction refcrred 
to, on account of its remotencs!l from any habitation, for unleE8 a watchman was 
camped, during the season, close beside such a eontrivallce, it would he converted by 
the ponchel"8 on the river (and their name is legion) into a trnp to secure e\'ery fi!!-b 
entering in, while by bla.sting n channel tbe fi!;b could pa~8 strnight on with little 
chanco of being stopped owing to the formation of tho cliff on either side. 

4th June. 
Sunda)". 

5th June. 
Drove from XCIV Ro..s to Cbesler Dnsin to catch coach next Juy. 

6th, 7th arnl8th June. 
Took I.!ouch for the heM of St. Margaret's Day. In my rcpe!'! for last yeu' I men· 

tioned my inability to pl'OCOed further up Indinn River thAIl the foot of Indian Lake, 
but I detOl'rnioeu now to visit tbo whole of the obstructions upon this ri,er, espccially 
that above this Jake, and, therefore, prepllred for!l. hard tramp of 18 miles nnd a 
nights camping out (r append a roogh topographiool sketrh to give nn idea of tho 
country). 'fhe upper rollmg dam i~ an obstacle tbat has given milch tl"Duble. Mr. 
Samuel Murphy, the Game Warden, complained ofthi::! plnce, and statoo to me tbllt 
he had, after much trouble, succeeded in getting young SAlmon put in the North. 
Ri\'er; but that tbe dam, at the head of Big Indian Lake, stopped thcir rotnrn. I 
was anxious, therefore, to sce this place, lind I foulJd i~ almost bimiiar to the rest of 
Mr. Todd's rollillg dumB, built with an apron on the sluice.wa,V, and perfectly 
inaccessiblo to fish. 1 opened the gate of s!uice''j'Vay, And crossi ng the dam retllrned 
by north·west stream nod Welohe'", Brook. These Are quite opon. The lll·. Todd 
alluded to is o,\'ner of the hU'ge mills At Marglll'et's Day, find of tbe whole of th& 
dams on both IndiM and Jngraham Rivel·s. Meloin's dum (so callod) I found com· 
pletely closing tberiver, though by thisdtl.te, Musoo, tho Warden, hill!: 118 he intended. 
cut tl.n opening lhrollgh it I bave no doubt, 

At Rhino's dam, 2; mile!! from tbe sen., a fragmcillof tho old ladder reroo.ins. 
,re met Mr. Todd, Ovel"8ecr, ber(', and, by his permi .. sioo, we rut II\VIiY a portion of 
the dam sufficiently largo to parmit tbe salmon to get up. 

("Ith June. 
Returned in cosch to llll lifn:cl:. 

10th JL'/fje. 
]n IIali(a:'f. 

Illh June • 
In Halifax. Sunday. 
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12th JUlIe. 
Took tho traiu for Kont"ille, having been specially requested by some of tho 

principlll people of that locality to visit and report upon the eXH,tin~ state of tbo 
GllSPOl'08UX Hiver. The fbhcl'ios of which 31'0, it is auid, ruined. Before doing so 
I consulted the Inspector, and he npproving, I went. 

I visitod the lower part of t ho GaspercRux, from tho fit"8t fresh water pool 
upwards to Bonj!lmin's mill, and 1 found, as dORcribed, tbe river bauks and bottom 
covered with sllwdust and shingle shavings. While the mill is in operation botwoon 
six in the morning and six in tho evening the wator more resembles porridgo than 
anything else I can compare it to. Tho inhabitants bOl'O make most grievous com· 
plaints. They say their gasporcaux: fishery is destroyed, that, whereas at one time, 
bofore this mill was erected, they bad muitiLudos, both for sale and domestic use, of 
theso fish j DOW they can get none. It does appear most unjust that one man should 
have Fnch a monopoly, and to be permitted to drive his mill witbout any eal'e for the 
rubbish, daily falhng from the saws, being kept out of the water nnd destroying a 
m'>8t valuable fishery, 

1 inspocted, also, the fi sh,ladder, This has been a bolle of contention ovor since 
its erection, nnd thero are num bel'S of peoplo who still uisbelio,'o in its efficiency. I can 
only say that I can see no fault to bo found in the ladder itself, for I, having a guide 
with me who curried bis rod and line, killed a salmon betwoen 2 and 3 miles abovo 
it-a POlitive pl'ocf that salmon do ascend by its aid. Still the fact of their being so 
many mill hauds about, who pancb, makes me more lban suspicious of its being used 
as a meau!;; to trap fish while ascendiog, and I know that much poaching doos exist, 
f)r I have had a reliable statement made to me of a party of men, whose namcswcro 
withheld, sweeping with ncts in the upper pooh. It would he very desirable to 
pbce one of Mr. Rogol'''' new laddel'iI in this dam of Benjamin'ii, and so prevent the 
unfair catcning of fish, fol' it would be placed in mid.stl·eam, and DOt easy to got at, 
whilo tbe pl·esoot ono is quite close to the bank. 

I. tbis day, ascended the river as fill' as LnDe'E! mill, about, I should say, 8 miles 
from Benjamin's, 01' tho Whito Rock Mills . lIol'e fbh can pas~, but, 1 think, salmon 
can spawn below this structure. The[e arc good and ample grounus for that pur­
pose, berore renching it. 

Botween Benjamin's mill and Lane'S, I found t \VO rolling dams, used only for 
stream driving, but when the gates are lifted, there iii nothing to hinder fish coming 
up. Salmon have been caught in former years at Lane's mill and above it; but I 
can get no idormation of their being seen thore receotly. They wore in those 
days tound late in tb.e filII of the yell 1', fal' abo\'e L!l.ne's, spawning on the gravel 
bed". Vel'y few gMperca.ux, this year, came into this r iver. 'f bey have been 
docreasing, year hy year, without doubt'. It is believed, and with good reason, tbat 
they are abandoning tho locality on account of tbe sawdust, &0 . ; and I am told that 
a numerously signed p>.:tition i3 on foot, begging tbe Department to enfOrce the law 
ngniDst tho pollution of the water, :1nd to assist in restoring to the residents on the 
riVel" their fh,herics. 

15th Jilne . 
I visited theCornwallisRivel', wbich I had to om"t last year. There is but one 

mill upon it, calloo. West'd. I t is situa.too. about 5 mUes from the tide-way. Salmon 
ascend the Col'nwallis Ri~er for ahout '7 or 8 miles, whero they reach good spawning 
grounds. Ga&-pcreaux de not frequont this stream. 

16th JUlie. 
I returned, by train, to IIalifrtx. 

11th JlAne. 
In Halifax. 

18th JlIne. 
In lIalifax. Sundsy. 

.-
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19th June. 
I, to-day, took the trnin for B~dford, and then dro'\'"c up to the mills at the head 

of Sackville River, which have been 80 much oom plniocd of. I saw a cOD!>iderahle 
quanti ty of sawdust in the eddies and layi ng aJol'g the banke. I notiliod the millers 
that 1 WIlS instructed and empowered to bring upon them tho full pemlltyof the law, 
if thoy did Dot take mO:'lsuros to pro\'oni their s..'\wdul:lt fl"()m fulling into the river. 
'flley profossed their willingness to comply with tho regu lation .. , Ilnd promisod to 
mako receptacles for the milt fubbish, ~ as to keep it clear of tho water. 

20th JUlie. 
III IIalif:'lK. 

21st June. 
1 again visited tho mitis on tho S<lck"'iI\o River, and found a marked impl'O\·O. 

mont; thero was nothing like the quantity nf snwdu'it discernible, and I noticed they 
had been taking steps to comp'ly with the IIl W, in SO far a. .. Illy in their power. These 
mills are situated about :; mIlt's from tbe lide.way. I will, by frequent visits, cause 
this nuisanco of sawdust to be 8toppod. When the millers see tbat it is determined 
they shull respect the law, they will give up resistingns useless. 

22nd June. 
On receipt ('If instructiollB from Mr. Rogers, n. com plaint ha\·jns been mado to 

him by a MI". Nickerson, that tho gnspereaux ascend ing the Shubenaendie River, were 

rreventcd, by a fall, from ]ll'ocoooing further than the old lock at P letcher's Bridge, 
look the trllin for Shubonaendie, intending to mnke n complete Ilur\'ey of tho river, 

and see for myself this oh3truclion ~ well as whelher the reported excessi ve nelling 
wns aotunlly e:ltried on ns letters to me represented. 

, 23rd June. 

I, this day, visited the wholo of tho lower part of tho Shubenacadic River, and 
suw no actual violation of the luw. Tho season for ga~poronux ill passed, but the 
Dets for sbnd appenl' to be fuitly 8et. 'rbete is a practice of s ..... eeping carried on in 
thie rivcr, fiS ir. mnny others, that i .. most dostructive, bu t it is a vel'y difficult matter 
to catcb the ponchel·s ill the lIot. 'l'he river is a long ono, nnd while one pnrt of it is 
being watched, thc poachers, who have ml'ans of finding out wbel'e tbe \,'arden's 
whcl"cnboll\.8 may be, 8WC()P the other p!lrt. and quanti tics of fieh Bre tbus unfairly 
caught. 

21th Jun~. 

H llving scen tbe whole rivor from the tide·w:JY to ITomoa', at the run out of the 
Grand LlIke. I came on to Wellington aDd made my survey from tbere. I bave 
appended to tbis report a rough ou t li ne of a map, ahowi ng the Dumber of lakC8 in 
thl:! vicinitv. The dam is mnrkod and Ilhown as Fletcher's Lock; the fall of water 
about 4 Or 5 feet over sticks of Limbel', tolted with iron rods, to the hea,'y rocks at 
tbe bottom of the water·course. When this is removed, the gll8poroaux will hAve a 
fl"oe pussage to ull the lakc8 I have descriOOd. King's Lock is quite opon and oleaI', 
and so are all the othel'8, except tbe ono at Fletcber's. Ooe or two parties mono­
polized this place last Ilrring and the neb congregating bolow the fall , And unable to 
get furlhol' on, wero 0.1 Ilccured by them, hence tho complaint made to Mr. Rogers 
in reference to it. . 

25th June. 
In Ila1ifax. Sunday. 

26th (md 27th JUlit. 

I started agai n for Wellington Statioll, and, on arrlnng, made arrangements 
with MI". Jamcs K ing, and his son , to assist mo in clearin~ a ..... ay tbe obstruction at 
}~!etcber'8 Look ail'olldy spokon of. I was anxious to do thIS to prevellt a numorously 
signed petitioll, from the mhabitants about here, berng forwarded to the Depal·tmeut, 
and by removing the obstacle, save tbe office a useless corrcspondonce. 



1 took a boat and rowed on tho Grand Lake, to where tbo shad and bass nets are 
set all along tho oastorn and wastern sholes, but 1 saw nothing illogally placed; nil 
Boomed quite legitimato and in accordanco with regulation. On the morning of the 
27th, MI'. King, his SOn and myself, with nccc88~ry tools, drove to tho dam and com· 
menced tho work ofclearin~ it out. Wo cut through the timbor llnd floated it down 
stream ont of the way. We then took part of the old stone walls on ellch sldo of 
this wasto gate and throw in heavy rocks and smallel' stooes, aod 80 converted what, 
after tho dam was cut away, was Il. rapid, unbrokon sluice into eddios and minaturo 
pools, so tllat it makcs a most perfect fi ilh'pnss, whilo dipping is next to be im· 
pructieable. 

Lakes Thomas and Chat'lcs aro ahout tho cenh'c of Lhe chain, and from them tho 
wator runs in both n nOI·thcrly and southerly direction j that to the north emptying 
into Grand Lake, which becomos tho Shllbenacadio River f!'Om itA outlet, and the 
southern issue diaoharging into a small creek at Dartmouth. This yoar, I may 
mention, tho gaeporoaux struck up thill place, but were stopped by a boavy fall 
below tho" Skate Factory." 'Voro this oponed up by a ladder, tbe residonts of 
Dartmouth, and tboso about the lalwsl have doscribed, could have gasperoaux: not 
only entoring these waters from the Bay of Fundy side, bu~ fl'Om the Atlantic aide as 
woll, and II. \·aluab!o lhhery could be fostoroo, worth probably, thousands of dollars 
to tho district. 

2Sth JUM. 

Hetul'Oed in tho morning to Hnlifax. 
29th and 30th June. 

I u Ualifnx. wriling up repoJ·t~, making out disbursoment (tluplicat{') He~o~ nts 
&:e" &c. 

HOD. Minister Mil.l·ino :lnd Fishericill Oltawa. 
nALIFAX, KS, 4th July, l SS2. 

FRED. H. D. VIETIT. 

REPORT OF PROGRES3 FOR JULY. 

I have tho hOllor to state, as a prefaco to this Roport, that my wifo's dangerous 
illness precluded the possibility of my being awny from home for n lengthened 
poriod for tho first part of tho month, and so in ordor not to bo idlo, [investig!lted 
sundry complaints mndo to mo of tho violation of the Fishory Laws, visiting tho 
r ivers DCa!' Halifux whero salmon wore then naming, and Il.iding tho Wardens if! 
carrying on their duties. 

I ... tVERPOOL, NOVA SCOTI\, la Ali gmt, 1882. 

1st .July. 
in llalifilx. 

1 n lIa lifux. Sunday. 
3rd Jl4 ly. 

I dl'o\'o thi", U:ly to Pl'ospect. to visit th o river there. n I'epon b.!ing mado to mo, 
thut thoy hud IJlocked lip pnn of tho lo\vcl' ond of tho rivel' with stono, in Ol'der to 
JOocnre tho fi ~h n~conding. I found that tho sLory was hut partly truu. Tbe settlorA 
bad placed !Ill olJiltnwtion aeroij~, in orJer to dip gasperonux, bu~ it had beon orderod 
to bo taken awuy by tho WUI'don,.i I ~ t bcforo I rcached Pr~spcct, alit! the river wail , 
clear when 1 ~aw it. [I\\!ccnded it iurBomo di!:ltancl', nnd found o\'erylbing I'ntisfflctoI'Y. 
I tben 1'0tUJ'llct! to Halifax. 

In [lulifaK. 
·Hh .July. 
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5U, July. j~ .• \ 

I dro,o to-day to Shad Bay, into which flows lhe Nino Mile River. This year I 
learn from sportsmen and others, that. a very unusual quantity of salmon had entered 
it. The Bay is too mncb netted, bll:t I saw DO DOts illegally set. I went up the river 
as far as Shad Bay Pond. This is a notoo place for p<lRching, but it is not can-ied on 
in tbe day t i me. Tile mischief is done with sweep nets at night. Tho Warden livos 
7 miles away, and cannot be always watching this place, nod it would aeom very 
advisable if another Warden woro appointed, who would live on tho lower part of the 
rivel', as its protection at tbis place is most necessary. Gaspereaux wore vcry num· 
erous during the past SPI-jOg, and large catches were made. I saw noth ing wrong 
during my visit. 

6th JiJ.ly. 
In Halif:lx. 

'ilh and 8tll July. 
I d!"Ovc to Pennant HiveI', and crossing the lako in a boat, wont down its oust !3ido 

all the way to tho~: Tb jij is considered ODO of tbe best liltle rivers all along the 
south coast of Nov8'S.::otia, and fUl'Dishos abundance of both gaspereaux and salmon. 
A great many of the latter wore taken this season in the nets which I found legiti­
mately set in the Bay, and also by sportsmen, with tbo fly. Strange it is that the 
gasperoaur, this yoar , wero not found in tho river in anything lik6 the numbers in 
former years, and the fi6hormen do lIot know in what way to account for it. Having 
Boen that all was well on the lowol' part of tbe river, I went next day up to the head 
of Sheen's Lako, whores branch of the PtlDnant River runs in. This is a f:lmOUB 

stream fO r gaspct'eaux, tlnd in the senson an excellenL fishery is can'ied on here, 
Salmon frequent it aiM, I fo und everything in good Ol"tlel'. I then went up tho 
other branch, which exits from Scraggy Lake, Many b&rrels of gnspercaux nre here 
yearly takon, and I think the main bouy of the salmon take to it in preference to the 
eastern stream, I SIlW net stakes driven in hOl'e against the law (hut no netl:!), I 
destroyed tbem, I fUjcendcd the river to tho foot of Scra.ggy L liko but observed 
nothing fnrtbcr illegal. 

Sllndny, I II H lllif:lx, 
9fh July. 

10th hly. 
Wont this wcek to Bedford to vi-,it tho Sack"iUe River, in ('omplinnce with my 

instructions, nnd found thing" vOI'y satisfactory at tbe milld. 1'hoy Ilro sl\ving their 
sawdust; at least, 1 saw none that was quite fresh, in the water, 'l'he fishery in 
Bedford Basin has been steadily declining 1'01' some :real'fI, and cnn only be accounted 
for by the fact that tho spawning beds have been so polblt<ld by these mills, salmon 
-eould not or would not !lpawn there, It i~ hnrd. to muke the fi shermen believe tbo 
fnlling 011' is Dot due to the hatchery being tbere. This is the common belief, 

11th July. 
1 receivod a Dote from Mr. Uowc, tbe Audit<)I', in ITalifax, stating a man li\'ing in 

Herring ("lOve Wild ruining the lake culled Pme t~Jand, and M:lCKifltO~h's nuns above 
it, by ttlking all fish entering, with allet, wilh which he completely stopped the 
river. Mr. Howe asked me to see to It, 1 drove down tbere Ihis day, nnd visited 
tbe place indicated; bnt on this ()(lca~ioll IhOl'o was no net !let. Knowing my being 
on the spot would be soon made known to the man, and that it was lIseless to try, by 
waiting, to catch him in tbo act, I came aw:.y, but on my way homewards I met 
the Overseer, who, it seems, had belllx! of tbis depredalioa too, and he promised to 

• see to it, and, if pos:,ible, tine the man, if guilLY. 

12th JU'y. 
I drove down to I,iule Salmon RivCl', und insrccted it fl'om its source, at the 

foot of Lake Msjol', to the .;ea, Althrmgb ~h. Wi lmot h!l ~ pllt SOLUe thon.snnds of 



young salmon here, there has not, rlearn, appeared t.o be a very marked improve. 
IDemt. From whorl) the fresh water meets the salt, thore extends a long channel, 
ruolling throngh sand flats, for about 3 miles, until it meets the soa·coast. 

Thero is no place whoro poaching can bQ cnfl.'ied on with greater faCility. I 
alludo to what i~ termed sweeping. Tho Warden livos about a milo and a.halfnp 
the river, nnd !llthough be bas tried several times this sonson, he has not beon able to 
catch tho poschel's; but vast numbors of salmon are caught hero and l"ent to Bali/ax, 
whore they are shipped to theState8. The ri"or is in a very cloan condition. I vi~ited 
itt! whole length, snd found no ob~truction, such (IS drift timber, &0., nor i8 there 
ever any netting or ' sj)Nlring in the pool'l. Bllt to the excessive catching in the 
channel, I am sure, is due tho scarcity of salmon. Thero was a fair numbm' of gas-­
perenus passcd up ill Al1:y last. 

13th July. 
I visited. to-day, tbo upper portion of the Kine Mile River, and de.o.ccnded it 

80me 10 mIles. frhcre were a great mauy ~almon and gri:slo in the pools . One 
pontlcm!ln took, Willi rod und fir, ~ largo s:l.lmon in ono clay, at tb_o Gr:l.llcl Faile. 
There does no~ appear to be any poaching dono, or, if any, it must be only in a slight 
degree, hardly atf<!cting the river. But tbere aro too mnny nets sot now in the bay, 
which, if con tinuod, must be detrimental if pm'sueu many years withont rcstocking. 
The river is clear of debri", stid in good order. 

14th al1d 15th July. 
]n IInlifax, writing 11]) nctes, &0. 

]0 Halifax, Sunday. 
16th Ju.h/. 

lith anllSth July. 
r stated, in my Report, lust year, my inability to reach and return from, in one 

dtiS, the upper portions of the [ngraham Rivel', which is distant f,'om Indian River 5 
miles westerly, and is at>ollt 26 miles from fIalifax, from whkh I,beo I dro .... o down 
to the river's mouth. 

IIore I engaged a man ail guide, and p:.trchasing somo provisions as ''1''0 would be 
obliged to camp out for one night, we began u~cending the l'i\'or and crOSSing the dam 
at Snake Luke, took tho eastern side of tha !.Ikos upwnrds and camped at the Rolling 
dam, 14 miles from the sea. I havo dl'll.wn a rough topographical ~ketch of the 
position of t"'e In.kos we passed until wo ren.ched the foot of tbo Great 
St. Margaret's Bn.y Lake; bere we could go no further, and indeed it was hardly 
necessary, for ~almon are seldom cver seen beyond tbe Big lake, into which flow a. 
vnst number of smnll brooks at the mouth of which salmon are frequently SCtlll 
f!pll.wning. At somo ef tho rolling d:lma wo found tho gates lifted, but othors WI) 

wero obliged to oren to lot up the fish then in the river. These dams are partly 
owned by Mossrs Todd & Polloy, of lhe M31'garet'" BJ.Y saw mills, a.nd are similar to 
those I have desCl'ibod owned by tho same firm on tho Indian River. A bettor pro· 
vision for tho tiah is necessary, as in somo plucos nt such times as the water is lo~ 
tbrln a filII II )00, fi..,h cculd not get beyond. We came Ollt by a wood road in tho 
mornir,g of Lbo 18th and returned, where I found aD order awaitiog mo to proceed 
to East River aod I'eport upon a proposed cutting between it nnd Buob/H'd II Cove 
River. 

19th July. 
I took tho conch fOI' Ea,:;.t River, ;lud immediately sot ab:)Ut pl'oouring a man to 

accompany me, but failod to get ono to go alone, so [ took un old mao nnd his son 
and pnrchused some provi~ionil. This was all ,I could do to·day. 

20th July. 
We started yery early nnd went up the rj"er and camped thnt night at. the foot 

of the Bad Lake. Tho walking WitS so bad thn.t we only reached this~. pIRco in time 
10pitch crimp for tbe night. 
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2ht July. 
W(I started agnin at sunrise and renched the propo!Cld cutting bctlveen Ooolan'lI 

L'l.ke and Dauphi ney's Luke. It is about t a milo across, as shown on tho maps I 
have drawn, and about 10 miles fl1-'m {be post rondo The object of thisclIlting is to 
divert tho whole of tho water of tbo upper part of East River, including Coohm's 
L ake, Wosthul"crs Lake, 'fimoor and Indian Lakes, with others above thorn , by 
this trench or canal, into Dauphiney's and so into EIubbnrd's Cove R ivCll', by damming 
the foot of Coolnn'lI Lake . This will destroy East River and in doing so would 
gl'catly injure the coast fi sbOlY in ita immediate neighborhood. I t would, I am 
SIUO, bo an injustice to the sottlers nnd fishermen ncar bore, WC]'O lIt-. Todd , of tho 
Margaret's Bay mills, permitted to make tbis cutting !tnd build tbis da.m . 

• Wl"l then CHml"l do\vn tho north side of Daupbiul"lY's Lakl"l nod cam ned at Dor<>y's 
L ake fvI' the night. -

I. ,.. 

22nd July. 

We came out of tho woods end), tbis morning and 80 by tho main road back to 
East Rivcr again, whoro 1 paid off my mcn up to tho night before. 

21rd Jllly. 
Sanduy. East Riv('r. 

24th .luly_ 

In compli:mco with directions flom liL·. Hagel'S, I took tho cOflch for Bridge­
water, rCllching tbero tho Eame night. 

25th Ju!y. 

At BI'iJgewator, ,o;!'iting up rough ropod, &e., from note~. 

26th Jti.'y. 
I .isikd tho L a Havo R iver and ~a'V tbo new ladder placed in tho dam by :Mr. 

Davison. It appoars to be a "cry good one, but it is very narrow, not more. I 
should say, tba.o 4 100t in width, but ought to take gasporcaux up easily. 'I'ho 
salmon laddcr is in tho SRme Serviceable state of L'cpair n3 it was in lilst year, but no 
alteration has been mado in its position. I made enqniries of tho Indians who li ve 
ncar herc, and white settlers too; but they tell mo thero were scarcely My 
gaspnreaux this year; not a balf burrel full was taken by all h~nds dippin

f
", and but 

three salmon caught altogether. T ho ~eneral opinion seems to bo, and have con· 
versed with se.eral intelfigent men, that the salmon have left the river. altogether, 
and that thu larged-sized snlmon tbat fo r two or three years back have been caught 
at GQld River are La Have salmon. I visited the ladder on Da"ITison's upper dam; it 
is in tbe same condition as when I last snw it. I then wont up to Cook's dnm and 
found tho ladder Mr. Calder put io, in good order; I m:l.'.io all tno onquiries I could, 
but could find no ooe who had seen fi,;h about hore. 

Z ith July. 

I drove up the river some 10 or 12 miles, and asked evel'ybody I oould have 
any conversation with if they had seen either gn"pereaux or salmon as high as that, 
they all replied: "Not for many yoars." I think it now an ostablishod fact that the 
La Have ladders do not a.nswer, and as MI'. Wilmot th is year ha!l put liome thou8ands 
of young salmon in the upper portion of the I'irer, it would bo most dosirable to erect 
patent fndders in the three lower dams. ~'hey require one oach of Ur. Hogors' 
laddcrs, while on the remaining dams abovo an ordiuary laddor would Stlit, as tho 
river is not so wide nor tho dams so high. I did not visit Poti t-o Hivioro for any 
distance down. I saw tho upper dam nt Hebb'iI mill , but tbero was not mnch wntor 
there, and fish had coased to run. Mr. J ost has a long and tedious joumey of 20 
miles to visit tbis stream. M.r. Goddnrd, tho other OverseC!', hal'; but 8. 1t migh t 
perhaps be dC9mod adviHlble for tho intcrests of the rivor (in his bdng nC:\L' to 1)['0-
teet it) if Putite Riviero wero added to Mr. Go Idm'd's district. 



28th July. 
'l'uok conveyance to Greenfield, Ilod on roaching thero visitod aU the upper 

portion of the Medway to the Pon hook. At night I took a mno nnd boat and went 
down as fa r as Bear PIiUS. It WI\S said mc:n used to swoop the pools at night , 
hut 1 sa w none on this accasion, ::Lnd we woot at midnight too. ThOU.!!tlnds of snlmon 
nnd gaspcroaux C3mo into tho I'i,er this yenr, and tho calA:h was consid ered 'lory 
good. 

29th Jul,l/. 
Drove all down tne Medway for 14 milos to .:\[ills Village. Tho river is kept in 

excellent ordor, aud tho PUiiles at tho different fall.i arc all opon. That'O is a dam 
being orected at S:1ltor's Falls fOl' the pulp mil l.. 'l'his YOllt' it WM only a temporary 
ono, nnd bad n small <'poning in it, 80 fish got through, hut if it is io contemplation 
to pl:\C6 a high stmctm'o hore, the company sh,:>uld build :l. ladder in it at the time of 
it6 conslruction. 

Sunday. Drove o.er to Li\·erpool. 
DI'ova with MI'. Sdlon, tbe O,erseer, to Illi \ton, and saw the ladders placed in 

tbe dam by MI'. Uogel's some time ago. Oue was a liLtle out. of repair, but. the fi sh 
got through with ease. I pel'iKlIlally SIlW II mlmon in the upper bucket of the upper 
ladder, and the people about tell me large quantiUes of salmon and gasperMUl( went 
through. The ladders are built in the dam., and are admirably adapted for gas. 
pel'e:lllx; but I am of opinion that in large rivers a much wider lndder, on the same 
pr inci plC', would be fbund an impt'ovcmcnt for salmon, although thes'J do their work 
very well, S:.lmon have been scen tbis seMon m:lny miles up the stl'eam, and gas· 
porcaux wore ovorywuero, Tbcao ladders 0.1' 0 simiinr in thoir principle to Mr. 
Rogers' patont, and it would be a grcat benefit to tho fis herios of tho Province if thoy 
could bo placed in nil tbo high dams we have, There would be no comrluint of fish 
not getting up. The efficiency of them is :no supposition on my part. I speak 
Ilositivoly, lIod my opinion of t horn la.at year hatl been vtlri fiod by t.he numbel' of 
wliatle people who have witnessed fi:!h going up. A gl'eat number of salmon were 
taken with, Lhe fly during the run; one gentleman succeeded in killing fivo in one 
day above the fish ladder~. 
Ilon. Mini~ter M'al'ine and J~i s beI'i 03. 

3l'J August, l S8~. • 
FRED, IT. D, VIEl'U, 

rQRWAROING ADDlrlOXAL REPORr FOR TilE MO~Tll OJi' JULY. 

IIALll-'AX, N,S" 7th August, 1883. 
SIR,-l havo the honOI' to encloso, as an addendum, a statemont which could not 

be fini~hed Ht tbe timo 1 aent up my lust ropor't, and fOl'tho completion of which [ 
did not, think I\vnsjustilh:d in delaying tho ot,hor papors, as it refel's to ono itom 
only, viz" the Ell.<;t Rivel', Lunonburg County, 

r would rO!!Jlcctfu lly allk that the onclos(:d may be attached t:> tho monthly 
documents ulready forwarded. 

1 have the hon or to he, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Hon MinistOl' Murine and .r'lshoriof!. FRED. H, D, VIETEI. 

NOTE,-With reference to tho cutting from Coolen's to Dau phiney's Lake, pro· 
posed by Todd & Po!Jcys, 1 havo to Sily that this firm own a hu'ge tract of timbcr 
lnnd at and about the uppor Iz\kes wbioh empty into Enst River, and thoy will e ilhllr 
fmve to bring their logs dOWTl that rivel' aud mft them along tbe COMt some 20 miles 
to Margurot'l:I .Bay, 01' build a mill at Enst Hivel' to saw thl<m, In either ca~(l the 
fishery of tho rivot' would be sel'ioul:l ly damag'8d, becauso the continuous stream of 
logs eoming down that small r iver at all ti mes" when there would be sufficient wllte.· 
to fioat a log, I\~ is tho C3!JC on Jllfluy other I'ivers in tho Provin ce, would not allow 
:tbo fi~h 10 asecnd, 01' lcave enough water unoccupied for a sportsman to tb l'OW a li ne. .. 
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losten.! of Ihifl, Messrs. 'fodd &, Polley propose to construct a dam at thll f<Jot of 
Coolon's Lako in 01"(\01' to raise tho h~ko Bomo 8 foot, as tho cliiting nocc~snry (not 
to throw Eaat River into Hubbnrd's Covo River. but to Boat their logs from the formor 
to tho latter) will co~t V(wy much less, and as thoy would only 1>0 using, say 2 Or 3 
foet of wator off tho 8U1'fuce of CooteD's Lake during tho spring months. and the neco!!· 
f.ary cutting would di-cbnl'go but a small body of water, and would not decreaso 
the supply in tho East River to any approoiable oxtent. As soon flS tho logs am 
tbrough, the gatos ill tbo dam will be oponod and tho cutting bccomo dry, or, if 
lleco6sary. a good fish· way may be put in the dam. 

I cannot S(lQ bow tbose men CRn be prevented from making this outlot for their 
logs. H, after it is done, it is found thal tlley tl.l'O sel"iously inju l·ing tho East Rivor, 
tbo dam can easily be "omovod at thoir oxpense; but until tl1M is proviJd, [ think 
-they cnn proceed. 

W. II. ROG ERS. 
CONTt :'U,\TION OF HF.POitT ~'OR TH& illONTI! OF JULY, lSE2, 

20th July. 
On going up Enst River on this date, on my way to Cool(, I)'s Lake, 1 passed 

again tho falls mentioned in my report for the momh of MIlY, lE81, nod 1 fouod the 
wator thero vory low in the old ohannel, nnd fil".h could not a~cond il, wllilo tho 
heavy fall in tho DOW channel is always inaccessible. I bog to quote my dcscription 
of this placo f"om tho formel' roport alluded to. 

U .l:<'ibb havo an ca~y opportunity of ascending, until they aro mot, abou!. a mile 
(rom tbo tido-way, by a vory heuvy, pl'ocipitous fitll. At 0110 timo this was not tbe 
,'cal channel 01 tho rivel', but Wfl!.1 made in order lhnt tho logs might mOl'e easily be 
driven down to lho rui!! below. Tho old channel was a very circuitous find rocky 
one, and fish could only ascend i t in hAavy freshets. Now, by the watQl' being turned 
into the new passnge, where the heavy full exists, tbe oLd channel is useless alto· 
gethcr Plld intlcceSllib!e to fisb . '!'be cost of a proper channel wouhl be but a 
trifling one." 

I beLiQve the best plan would be to blast out tho old channel sufficiently large to 
givo a froo pa~sllgo and placo a sn.ull dam acl'Os~, with a movable gate, 60 that tho 
watel' could Le turlled oft' completely from it and allowod to flow over tho fall at 
such times as tho logs were being driven down, and so not intel'fere with the miller, 
and tlien to be opened and tbe wnter diverted (I'om the fall and tluned into this fish· 
pass when the logs hnd all come down, By these means the difficulty would be 
obviated, and fil:lh could got up readily, I\od the value of tho river fOl' Stllmon and 
gaspereaulC breoding bo grelltly enhancod. 

Tho cost of t.his wouLd. be $30, :l. man Jiving OHioI' having alreauy otrered to do it 
all fOI' that !lmount. 

If it should be determined to gl'aDt this IIUnl, I would submit that. it be expended 
this month j tbe water beiDg lower now than :lot tlny athOl' time of tho y68.l', lho WOrk 
could marc reli.dily be executed, 

A plan descripti\'o of tbo old and ncw chao nels if! hCl'cwith attnched. (Not 
prjllied) 

Nets ut 11i tlie immediate virinlty of the nVJuill oj E ast River. 
I hnd pointed out to me, bofvl'e lenving ERilt. River, tho position of t.ho bm'tbs of 

the 1I0lS ijeL n('II!' its moOl h, a rough sketch ofwhich 1 appond, Ilnd I wai requested 
to fmbmit to the Depal'tmcllL that the foHowing regulations may be made and ol'derod 
to come into forco, I hog to endol'se tho col'rectne6s of the view~ t~kcn: 

That flO neta be sot within the estuary, f<'OIU Frail's berth, on the one aide, and 
S prucePoint, on the other, and that the prescot bertha, viz" that noar the Marsh 
and the other at !'l'oscolt Rocks, m3Y be no longer considered legal. 

This would affJru a much bettol' chanco fOl' the salmon to reach the riv;:,r, the. 
prcsent berths being conbidercd too near the mouth. 

FRED. H D. VEITH. 
131-5 
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NO'rE.-On looltingover Mr. Victb'saccomp::wying addendum to hisreport, I saw 
on glancing at his Ilketch, th:\t it ontiroly misrepresentoo the iOClality, and W!l.8 ngninRt 
tbe interest of tho resident Ihbo"men, and th'lt what be proposes is not only unneces­
sary, but entirely in tho interostofsportsmoll. I, therefore, boron) reporting upon 
tho cnso, vi~itod the locality, in company witb Mr. R"ddon and Warden Ha.yos. Two 
rough poncilsketchos will bo found enclose I, ono mado by each of them, on the spot. 
By comparing those and my own with Vieth's, you will readily soo how the la.ttor's 
misroprosCllts tho plaeo. 'l'bo nets are not over 30 to 3a fll.thom~ in length, while, 
acnording to Veith's plan they would be 150 to 200 yards long. Tho ostuary, also, 
aCCOl"<linlt to his plan, would bo 300 to -l00 Y:lrds wide, whilo it is rO:l!ly ft'om 900 to 
1,200. Tllo nets beiug short, tbero is 6mplo room for tho fish to enter. Moreover, 
tho fisb aN caught on tho upper side of tho net, as thoy are passing out.wards, ag can 
bo soon bv the hooks on tho nets, even as made by Voith. 

Mr. V's plans aro very unreliable and misleading. Such modes of convoying 
information should he accurato, or they al'O worse than none, for obvioul:i reasor.s. 

W.H.R. 
REPORT pon TIlE MO~TH OF AUGUS'r, 188~. 

IIUDtuRn's Con:, S1'. MARO,\R£1''.S R\Y, l~t Scptcmb(ll', 1883. 
1st August. 

In L ivcq)ool, wl'iliog up report!!', COt'l'cspondonco, disb 'lrsomoot~, accoaots, &c. 
2nd August. 

I drove ,vith Mr, Sollon, the OV"CI'soer, to tho licooso<\ fish,traps somo littlo. 
dist:lnco b~ck of tho to\VO, It is a very lal'go affair, and plaoo.! only a shot·, distance 
from tho shoro. "fe took a boat and wore rowod all round, lind il1side it, inspecting 
it thoroughly, and I (lan vouch fat' tho cleanline8.'l, neatnoss, and absence of decaying 
fish that chnl'a.ctorizos this, nod which is so objootionahlo a featuro io othors. It is a 
romark:'\bty well msoagod tt'llP, and l'cfle.}tll not only credit on MI'. Sellon, who 
supcrdses its ooiog propel'ly k£'pt, but on thoso who lease it. 

3d August. 
Again, contiouing in tho morning, wt'iting up from not03, 1'0P'l1'ts, corl'o;!pondenco, 

accounts, &c, Day vcry unftlvorablo; heavy rain aod thundor aud lightning io tho 
nftel'DOOn, 

Hh August, 
Took tho mail coach via Mill's Vi1!nge 1.0 Bddge\vator, e" route bnck to Halifax, 

baving {inished thus far we~t, Wo roaehod Bridgowatel' vory lato at night, boing 
dctaiood threo hours 00 tho road by a forest firo, which we could not pass thl'OUgh . 

5th August. 
Tllo oonob did Dot leavo hero until 6 o'olock this morniog, 

ceoded toward~ Halifux, reaching thore at 7.30 in tho evening. 

Sunday. In llalifax. 
6th AUJust, 

'Uh and 8th August. • 

,vhon we again p"o 

At bomo, writing Itp important and nccCi3sQ.I'y adtlitior,ul reports, drawing mai;s, 
corrospondence, &c. 

glh August, 
I wont to Bedford. I found in tho Sackvil!e River no fresh suwdu~t. Tilo mills 

wero only moniog 00 short time, and not making much refuso, tho mon beiog 
engaged in getting in their respoctive hay orops; but I could soo plflioly tho millOI'll 
al'o making an OffOI't to rotain the sawdust in bios beooalh tho mills' flooriog. I am 
told by a lll', Jack, a resident on the "iver, tbat sawdusti,," 8tiU pleutifully bestoweu 
u pan the waters. 'J 

; 
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] most, pcrfolce, not take tbiil quite literally, for Mr. John Fitzgerald, tho 
Ovcnloer, and .F'rancis Tolson, the Warden and Assistant Caretaker at the hatchery, 
'\'isitoo these mills and down strenm below them, only a day or two previous to my 
boing there myself, and Toleon reported to me, at Bedford, and Fitzgerald, when I met 
him 1\ Jay 01' t\VO after in Halifax, that everything was quite 89.ti8f3.otory when they 
saw it. A small quantity of mill refuse will escape, no matwr how much care be 
taken; but thero iu. marked improvement in the condition of the river this year, 
compared with last. 1 would caroogtiy recommend, while spenking of th6se mills, 
that a ladder be placed this sensOn, while tho water is low, at Ueller's dam, to allow 
the fish to roach the Jake and smait streams above, whoro tbey could find ~pawning 
grounds unpolluted by any SAwdulI:t whatever. T ho want of one bas long been felt, 
and tbe dam at this miU, debarring the fishes' progress, hilS much to do with the 
dOOOl'ioration of the river complained of. I strongly advocated a hidder being built 
hero, in my report of lust yeul' (July 19th) 

10th August. 
10 llalifux; wC!l.ther uofit to attempt iuspection. 

11th August. 
I ugain went to tho Snckvillo mYel', as I wished to lenrn whether it bo true that 

the mill refuse iI', as stated to mesince my visit on the 9th, in the ouy time Sftt'oo, 
when poople arc an tho wutell, only to be tbrown in at ni~ht, when tho fishery officel' 
is not expected, and thcro is no one about to soe, fro do tbig I wae thero at duylight 
in tho morning, and trZlvollcd for some miles along tho bank up towards tbo mills, in 
searcb of fresb signs, but overy thing was, appal'ontly, satisfllctory onough, although 
Mr. Jack, and a 1111' Black, both living a short distance from tho rivor, mentionod to 
me that they suspected the evasion of tho law, just beforo daylight, to be roally tho 
case frequently. I wrote a bl'ief note to theS<! gentlemen on my return, telling tbem 
my instructions wcro to prosecuto any of thc miliCI'S against wbom proof could bo 
brougbt of actually putting the sawdust in, Bnd bogged. of thorn if tbey ·wel·t) able 
to bavo any of these millers caught iu tho net, tbey would nt. once let rue know, and 
I would sec that tho offendors wore brought to book and punishod . 

l.6.nd it necessary, owing to tho oWI.ers of these mills being vory poor, to ask 
that a~sistance may be given, by a grant of money to build tho ladder, I have beforo 
alluded to, at Hefter's dam, which is tho uppermost on the river bolow the lake (tbo 
other dams are easily sUI·mounted). I havo no doubt they would all join in con· 
trihuting the wood material, wore ori)y part of the lnbor and spikes, nails, &0., pro· 
vided them free of expense. 

I find a great many salmon and grilso b:l.t'o boon scon in the Sackville River 
during tbe past two months, O!'pooially tho latter, which says somothing for it, after 
.all, in spito of 80 many dismal Ilrogno..;tications; and, ahhougb the fishermen in tbo 
Bedford Basin still complain of tho dearth of the Hilmon, compared with formor rear~, 
yet with constant watcbing, combincU with Mr. Wilmot's yearly adding fresh stock, 
1 bolicl""e even this eomplRint will, in n year or two, no longel' bQ made. 

12/14. August. 
Last year I visited on:y the lower part of the Annapolis River :l.nd its tribu· 

taries; bnt 1 went no bi~her than the Lawrencctown Mills. I bad becn ca.lled away 
to King's County, nnd intended. to return and visit tho upper portion, togotber with 
its roagnificont trihulllry, tho Nictaux, but was prevenloo, nod went to other coun· 
tics and to Cape Bloton, and I!O nel'er reached my purpolloo destination thore, I, 
this day, took passage in train fOI' Middleton, ncar which is the junction of tbo 
Nictaux witb tbe Annapolis. but found tbe train went JlO furtber tban Kentvillo 
Station tbat night, 80 1 was ohliged. to remain until Mondl\y morning before I could 
proceed. 

Sunday. 
IMh August. 
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l-tth AU!JU!f. 

I arl"ivcd at Middleton St:l.lion in tbe afternoon ano, lifter drivinJ! across to tb& 
botel, on the post rond, some distanco away, I fet about guining all tbo information 
pO~8iblo to fncilitate my IIlQPcctioll, aud mado arr:mgemolll~ for con>cynnct', &0., the 
following morning. 

10th August. 

Tho jlInction of tho Nictollx cnd the Annapolis Rivor i ... IlLout.!J mile8 from tho 
liJo-w:1.Y. I oo.;;:m to-day at thi:; point nnd fouod the Nictaux Qllito cleat' of edgings 
and snwdu~' , up to and nb)ut Iho £ll'tlt mill, \'I'hicb j:l situated It miles from tbo con· 
fluence. Tho dam here is not n hi~h QOC, being only 3 vr 4 foot In time of heavy 
fnhilet, and salmon and grilso have been obsorvt:d jumping 0'1'0" it, but as both this 
tributary of tho Annapolis, and tho Annapolis Ri\'cr itself, nro frequented by ~harl, n 
ladder of simple Ilnd inexpensive structuro would be of much ben('fit to assiEt these 
valunblo fi"h. 'fhe conformation of tho bank on the south·ollst side is sdmirably 
adApted for such tl. PUI poso. I shonld mention t hat tho wator fnll~ here very 
1 al)ldly, and at no otber timo than tho high fres hot do salmon and grilse succead in 
gotting over, 

A residont horo infOl'med me thnt this season , wh('11 the wnter fellllome 2 fcot, 
ho saw the {bh trying to jump it; but mo~t of' them foI l back, UMble to do so, and 
btcllmo nn ca"y prey to the night ponchors with thei r sweep-nots, This m ill a nd 
dnm is owncd by a widow, whoso husba nd, J. Rogers, died a short t ime ago, She is 
in \'ory indifferent circumstllUCCP, find barely ekes out n liv ing in trying to conduot 
her lute husband's businel!l!, Ilnd it would be n charity if some assistance were given 
her to enable her to havo this llldder erected, 

I proceeded upwards fl'Om here, and 1 mile Il.oove, calOO npon the dam where 
Chil,mtln and Bcale's mill slood , It WIIS destroyed some littlo time ago by fire, but 
the dam "emains intact , h i:J siluated at the Nictaux Pulls, so called, from which 
tho settlcm{'ot nenr horo takos its lIIuno, '.I;heso falls al'o about 200 feet long, and in 
time of fl'08het, must be vOl'y formidable for fisb to attempt A.seondioj!, 'rhoy could 
be muth impro~ed by a small outlay in blasting, Two 01' t hl'ee good ~hot~, judicially 
1,1:lood, would bo all that is llocesEary to rcmedy their Ilbruptno~p, 'fhe dam is 10 or ./ 
1~ fcot in Leight, and 1 saw, in th o centl'o, the remltins of nn old ladd<'l', now blokell, 
oecnycd and u~eless. Indeed, i t must have been always tho lutter, foJ', on measul'o-
ment, 1 fouod lhe grade was onlyaoont 1 foot in" or 5, a t tho out.-ide, whil. .. h is, 
notubly, too steep for finy descliplioll of fhh, It appenrod almo~t upright, A good 
ladder i!l much needed hl,!l'o-ono of tho new' patent would be tho best in 3 dum of 
snch hoight.. 

I lhcn \Vent on to Ward .'-. G-ato' ~ gl'ist, carding and !!-hiflgle mach;o{' mill. It 
haa flo dum 10 foot in height, nnJ ha~ never leen supplied with a ladder'. But, on 
"r()ssing o,'er tho dam to tho west ~itl{', 1 found a guto cut in it, lind a small, most 
inefficient, channel cut round in~o tho bank, and joining the I'll'OI' some 10 or 15 fcet 
below, It i~ possible that, WCl'e this much widcned lIud decJlencd, it might bo made 
to l'ul ~\\'el'; but it ~s too acccssible to poachers, I learn thill firm is \'ol'y woll to do, 
rmd, I should !!-ay, could not well object to build a Pl'OPOI' ladder in the oontl'o oftho dum, 
which would lust fa r mnny YOUl'fj nlld open up this formiduble hnl'rier to both sulmon 
lind sbad , 1 fear theil' lun round, as it is called, \vas nevol' ~ufficienllr large to have 
I'een of :loy SCI vice, Some eonsiderablo distance up, 1 should "9y {lver a milo, I 
ronched Samuel nnd RobOl,t Nickson's !!-alv mill, with It dllm noout 10 feet in height , 
'rher!' i8 bore 110 pro\'bion mAde fOl' fi.tlh t{l get nl!ol\'e it-neither fhh'Jl:l~" nor ladder, 
Should a proper ono be erected, thero would be thon a cleftI' run of nearly '1 mile.'! of 
good wfHel', without nny binul'lIDCO to shad !lnd salmon. untO they reached the gang 
haw mills belonging to Frceman k Mitchell, formerly owned by Pope. Voce k Co. I 
mny mention hero, that glL:lporeaux are unknown to (lithel' the Nictau:!; o r the 
Annapolid, nt least flO f!l l' up as lhi~. from the laUel"", junction with the snIt w ater, 
But besides the shrd und sal mon, thore is a very Im'ge "peoics of t1'Ollt, attaining 
sometimes 4 aud 5 Ibs , in woigbt. 1 obsorved, at nil the mills I have just describcd~ 
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thnt n groat deal of cnre sco rns to be tnken in kecping tho wnwI' fl'('o from mill 
11lbbish. Edgings, &c., 8rc carted nwtly fOl' the residents' fil'C'l"ood, nnd the sawdust 
is in Borne CAses taken away find sproad 8S mll.n'nrc 0\'01' tho fieldp, urad in otherp. piled 
in great b<'fl.ps. sufficieotly far away from the rin~r'8 bank to ensure its not 
falling in. At tbo grist mill, which WI\8 Dot '1\'ol'king when I arrived tboro, they 
told me they make !l. compost heap of tho shells on husks, nnd they find them too 
valuable to top-dross tbeir lund with, to allow thom to be t1J1'Own in the ri v~r i n 
in practice too common in many othCl' gdiOt mill!' throughout the Prol"incc, nnd which 
is more fatal to the fbb than even sawdust. Rain ECltiol! in, I WIiS obliged to return 
to tbe inn, dererring my inspection of Freem~m &. Mit.cbell's mi1l~, 7 miles aoo\'o 
Niekson'e, tho last mill ,' isited. 

• 1611l AU.?U~lt . 

Before going up any furtbOI' on t.bo Nictaml:, I dotermincd to !;CO tho mnin river 
at L awrencotown mill~, wbich nrc 6 miles 0010\'1' tho mouth of tho Nictaux, to asccr, 
tain in what condition the dam was, for it would 00 necessary to mnke tbis barrier 
Il.cccssible to Hab, before it. bocamo noeess!l.ry to opon up its tribu13ry, I visited this 
plnco on tbe :i:91b April, 1881, and then found tbo milli'l in disUJ:le, tbe geal' all 
removed f!'om them, nnd cverything noout them ont of 1'o]>nir, whiletbo dam 
remained intact, and totally obstructing the, river, I do!ermined thon to mnko 
this inspoction t.o-dny, and so drove ovel' , I found tbat 1\ groat chango had 
taken pineo sinco I hnd Inst. beon thore, The proporty bad fallen into other 
bands, nnd Ur. Brown had becomo tbo purcbn6el', and intending t.o run theS(! mills 
llgain, hnd begun to repair them and reSt. them with now waterwhools and other 
gear, lIo bad rebuilt nnd raiscd tho dnm somo foet, nnd 1 found was thon employod, 
when I nlTivoo , in making a cutlin/t or sluico·way on tbo sido ncnrCilt tbo south 
shore. TIo eontompl:ltod mnking i~ 5 fect in width, and proposed drh'ing piles at 
interval~ on either side, which would not only :lct. os hrn.ccs to securo tho dam, but 
nl~ Dlake brenks, something nfter the munllcr of a laddcl"s buckots. Tho idea was 
an ingenious one, nnd I could not. help npprovin~ of this moasure; llssist.ing, ns it 
would undoniably, t.hofnll run ofaalmon. 1 romainod nil day here, advisinr, bim nil 
ho proceeded, lind by night full wo had tho job ncnrls comploted . A ful.e dnrn hnd 
to bo mndo above tho cutting as there wns fI, good hond of water on, licit him, with 
a promiso to return nell:t dny nnd superintend tho finishing, nnd roturned to Mid· 
dleton. 

lith AugtL!t. 

] mmcdifttely niter breftldost l storted ngnin for tho Vnvrencetown dam, nnd 
'With 1111'. Brown , tbo roillor, nl,d a cOllple of his men, wo mndo the fJIJowing work 
complote, liS fo!low~ :-Tho IIluice was cut fI fellt in width dO'fli to tho actual bed of 
the river (wo allowed no Hooring), fivo pil03 being driven in on oitber Bido of tho 
interior to blnee everything. Finding the piles did not sueceed in checking or br<!nk· 
ing tho water sufficiently, I directed thllt one largo pioeo of rock,..-A ~ui13blo shnpe, 
!-hould 00 earrled (>n n mfL he worked with n[ld dumped just. nt tilo entraneo. It 
~etUed firmly at tho bOlllom find w:\s a SToat fmece Q , making a eonsid('I'ablo eddy and 
.... nck wutel', and a llowing n pM~ago for fish to p:l!IS on oither ilido, 'r his done and 
rcting on tbe saroo principle, we here and thore, alt do\vn tbe slnico, placed very 
beavy, irregularly shaped rocke, which broke up tbo r:lpid course of tho water i~to 
innumerable little eddying pools, and nt. tho foot. wo th rew in fl pile of rock whIch 
made D. breakwater into tho slu ice and EO oomplc~d n " ory roliublo fi,;h·p:LS~, rigging 
n boom as welll'ound ita upper end to stop all dil't. nnd de~ris from stopping it up 
nnd to keop it clem'. I fur ther directed tbat in cnse of too much wator, ill high 
freshetfl, rush ing through and in dangor of displncing tbo stone,., that tbo UpPOI' end 
should bo phwkoo acros." Icnving only a 14 ineh npertulo at ono sido. Next. year, 
when tho mill i .. in oporation and he ii able to saw tho material, Mr, Brown will, 
I nm sure, if ealled npon to do lJO, erect fit this plnce n good wooden laddel' n~ n. 
fixtUl'O, I returned to Middleton in tho ovening. 
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18th August. 
I drovr, to·day, to Freeman & Mitchell's mill~, 10 miles above Middleton, on tho 

Niotaux Rivel', Tbet'() is bere a largo gang su.w mill, nnd extensive operations sro 
carried on. 1 fou nd tbltt they burned their SiLwdust and edQ'ings, and the r iver about 
and down from the mill is cleanly kept. Tho dam is ]2 feet in height, and bas no 
ludder 01' fish pasa. I did not go beyond this place; but I learn tbat the river is 
clear above for 11 milee, and that thon ono roachos n rolling dam at the toot of 
McGill's Lake, which is of great extent. By small streams into tbe Nictaux empty, 
also, respectively, Shannon's ond 'Vatol'loo Lakes, into which, abo, run a number of 
good-sized brooks, affordi!lg good spawning grounds. 

19th August. 
RolUl'tlCd to ITalifmc:. 

SnndllY. In Ualifax. 
20th August. 

21st Augu.st. 

I n llillibx, writing up r<'pOlts, accounts, cOl'roBpondonco, &c. 
2'!nd Augmt. 

I vi~ited again, to.Jay, the Sackville Rivel', rcaching tbe millB by conveyance 
from Bedford. I found tbat liefler, tbo roilier, had permitted the bin whicb I in­
structed bim to prepare fOr tbo roception of tho %a.wdust beneAth the mill, to be 
romo\'ed, while SOUle men were car~illg tbo rubbish out, and tbis had not been 
roplaced. He oxcused himself by saying tbat he had not beon sawing nor near bis 
mill for some days, and that bo had given strict ordors that it should bo put back on 
tbe complotion of tbo job of removing the sawdust. Howevor, I saw none falli ng 
hoom his flool''', and I left him wi th a caution, t haG tho roceptaclo must, poaiti't'ely, be a 
pOi manont ono, and if I saw any more of this ncglect, ho would have to incur tbo iuU 
ponalty. 

'l'his was all that appoared at all wI·oug. I loft instructions with tho Wardon to 
visit this place again in a few dny, in my absenco at H ubbard's Co,o, :md soo that 
llcfler compliod with his dircctions. . 

In Halifax. 
23rd August. 

24th Aug!t8t. 
I took conch this moming to proceod to Hubbard's em'o, St. Margarot's nay, in 

ardor to carry out All'. Rogers' request, that I should supervise tbe orcction ofa fish­
ladder at Shankle's mill, the old laddor, runnin~ up under tho mill, not hpving pro't'ed 
as serviceable as at first considol'ed; the new ladder to be huiH, as much as possible 
on Mr. Rogers' principle, at the north-west sido of tbe mill, Mr. Rogers furnishing 
me with a modol to guido mo in the work. On reaching my destination, 1 imme­
diately saw MI'. Shanklo, who at once, a~ tho water was in :l most favorable condi­
tion, gfl.YO oroers for bill men to make the cutting in tho dam, romove tbe old ladder, 
and commence tho foundation or the new. 

25th August. 
Still at Hubbard's Cove. I find the buildi ng of tho ladder and bDl1asti ng its 

upper end Wilb heavy stono, in the mill pond, will occuPy Eome time. I shall, how­
oyer, unless directed to tbe contrary, rortain on the spot to supervise its ercction 
daily. 

26th to 31st August. 
At Hubbard's Cove, Fliporintending tho ladder and writing up my rcpOI'IB, dis-. 

bursement accounts, &c. , &0. 
Hon. Ministor Marine and Fisheries. FRED H. D. VEITH. 
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REPORT FOR THE MO~TH OF SEPTEMBER, 1882. 
1st and 2nd Septelnber. 

Still at Hubbnrd'" Cove superintonding the erection of the fish·laddet' at Shankle's 
Mill. 

Sunday. 
3rd September. 

41h and 5th September. 

Superintending tho erection of the fi"h . l3.ddol' at UubUill-d'S Cove. 
6th September. 

Finding that sorno Jays would elapse be foro jho ladder would be thuruu"bly 
comploted, and on Mr. Rogers' inspection and tl.pproyai of tho wOI'k I had carried out 
so far, I dot(lrmillCd to savo exponse, by l'otur"lling to Halifax, until .l!uch timo as it 
would bo necessary to mako a final "jait and see that the unfinished ballasting of the 
upper end of tho ladder in the mil! pond wns proporiy and ofl'ectu3,l!y dono. I 
returned by coacb. 

[0 Halifax (at homo) 

Sunday. 

7th, 8th cn19th September. 

10th September. 

11th Sepfemblr. 

At TIubbard'oI Covo. r Eaw tho laddor in a still further advnnced Iltate. The 
buckets were nil in, properly sccured, nud fini E.hed. Tho ballasting was being vigor. 
ously carried on nnd tho pier, built of logs and filled in with heavy dtooo, promiscs to 
be oj such woigbt as to be ablo to withstand n,ot only any pressure of ice, but abo to 
resist the huoyancy which a great hOM of wnt.cr occailions. In some C:lSOS it has 
been found tbat when tho beM of a lndder has boon insuffiCiently ballnsted or 
weighted down, that a heavy hoad of wator baA had tho tondency both to life up the 
hond of tho laddor I\I)d the pior bodily, aod forcing it onward, ruined the ladder and 
mado grent havoo witb. tho dam it~elf. Thi'J 1 particularly impres<oed npon thoso 
building, and from tho moans now boing takon I am sflti~ficd no such I'e,ult will ovor 
happon at this placc. 

l!! th September. 
A violent storm of rain and wind raging nll day. 

l:::lth September. 
On. visiting tho laddor again to-day, 1 foutld the mon at wOI'k finishing the pior, 

carrying largo stono.on a raft, and hoisting it inside. They complete to-day. The 
ladder is built at the north sido of tho mill, and in directing its ol'oction, I was 
govorned as much all possiblc--1l.8 to its intorior construction-by a modol which Mr. 
nogors lont mo, of bis patent ladder. Tho total length of this stl'lIotllro is 82 feet, 
inoluding tho nock, or turn, which bringil the mouth of tho ladder directly in front. of 
the largo mill wheel. 

Horo tho gaspereaux assemblo, following tho current wllich makes from it, and I 
bavo placed tho ontrance for them, in such:4 position, tbat it would be impos$iblo for 
thorn to miss it. To guard against tho possibilily of thoir pas':ling undor tho end of 
tho ladder, I causcd a dam to be built of stono, which witl stop their progl'':SS in that 
dit-ection, and guide t horn to tho proper Ch'lIU1CI Pea-ting that thero might. DOt bo 
light onough, as the floor ing of the mill is but 8 feet I~bove, I directed that a hn'go 
pilo of old edgings and rubbish sbould 00 romoved, wbicn occupied a fipMe just out­
side of the mill, and fldjacent to tho mouth of t.be ladder j and further, should that not 
bo sufficient, that an apertut·c should bc cult both in the side of tho mill nod tho 
flooring, to throw tho light down. Each of thcse particuhu'i! the millot· agl'Clcd to 
cany faithfully out. 

, . 
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OJ ita 82 feet, the laddcr runs some 15 or 18 feet into the mill pond, and at it! 
extreme end, wbere is i!itunted one of the openings for fish to pass out, tbere will be, 
in ordinlll'Y water, iu May-tha time when the gaspereaux strike tbestream-3! fee .. 
head, A~ its lower opening, immediatoiy ah ,,"e, alld cl05e to the da~, there wilt 
be 5~ feet, thus allowiug 101' a {'oll'liderablo fall of water, wi~hou~, in the least, pre, 
VenliJJg the fish from ascending, The width of tho ladder is 5 foot, and tho distance 
between the buckeLs, 6 feet. The grade is an easy one, being but 1 foot in nine: I 
have seen tbo watcr turned on, and I have e,"cry confidecco in tho ladder proving a 
success, find f,'om the fact of its being so strocgly buiLt and sccured, 1 belie,"e it will 
last many yeal'!;. 

14th September. 
On arrJvlOg home last evening I found aletta' fl'om the Warden of Salmon 

River (Dartmouth), reporting that the small dam on the wateN!OUrSe (marked A on 
the Eketch), which runs out of Lake ,Major into tbe river, was not sufficiOntly opened 
to be satislactor'y, That it was constantly being choked with "ticks Bud other' d~~ri8 
and debarred fisheS' progres9, As the miller had promised me las~ year, that this 
l,lll(!e should be enlurgod and put in perfect order, and had not kept his word, I deter­
mined to go up and cause it to be immediately done, as the Warden also reported 
that the fall ealmon wero making their appelU'tl.nCO at the mou th of the l'ivor, and 
furthcl', that the young f,aspereaux wOI'e now on thcir way do\vn to the sen. On 
al'l'iving and speaking to the miller, ho agreed to make the cutting then and there, 
while 1 was pi e5eot, and under my direction be cut about 8 inches more of the 
Side of the IlpcI'ture in the dam, making an opening abou~ 2 feet wide, 

Thi5 wilt prevent, by its permitting small stick" tuJd l'ubbish to pass down 
stream, any jam at tbis rlace, which, tbe Warden tells me, was t\ constant occur­
rence, Obs(lt-ving a conSJderable amount of saw·dust on the side of the stream fUU­

ning from his mdl into tho first pool, I pointed out to him that it W:lS contrary to 
law, and cautioned bim that a eontinuanco;, would inevitably lead to his being fined . 
lio promisod it should not again occur, and I sho'voo. him how by a box. or bin built 
immediately under the saw the dust could be confmed, to be ultimately carted away, 
I append a rough sketch of this place, to show tho p(Jsilion of thc wator-cour>e and 
the mill. I may add that owing to vory heavy fresbets, at the customary timo, 
when gaspereaux last spring caught this river, that" dipping" b~cnme impracti­
cable to a gJ'eat oxtent, Bnd largo numbers succeeded in reaching not only Luke 
Mnjor, but a.scendod both the cast nnd west bl'Ooks at it.s head, to the Sandy Lakes 
nbo\'e, and tbe result of these fishes' succe.;s in attnining to their favorite haunts for 
rcprod!lction, was sccn by myself and 0 hers at the head of the water-course. 
ThOIlS!ln~!s of gaspCrCll.lC in g l'cat shoals passed down in rapid tlucce~ion during the 
time I was there, I anticipa te fin immense sUPllly in this rivet' next or the following 
ye:!I'. 

15th September, 
Violent t.toJ'm of fain and wind to· day j unfit a!toglltheL' for out-dool· work. 

16th September, 
I left Halifax cady this morning to visit the SJ.ehille River, ha .. ing determ ioed 

to inspect that part of it where the milia ~I'e situated at lefutt thrce times during tho 
month, 01' a fourt h if necessllry, my last journey thither being on the 2!nd of August, 
On the prest-Ilt occasion I was accompanied by )1r'. Black, a rebident nesr tho river, 
one of the loudest in complaints of the sawdnst nuisance, and who p!'omised to show 
me banks of it. 'l'he latter be did point out to Ille, but thoy were the accu mulation 
of ycurs pas!.; indecd, I may stato that on examination [ fOUlld the bed of the rivu!', 
-especially in the les.'1 rapid places, some inches deep with the dUi't f"om the saws; ~o 
thIck is it lying on the bottom, whero it has yoady gathered, that I 8m convinced no 
sallll.on could spaw n, and its removal, if not an impossibility, would bo an expcnse 
lIOt to be thought of. The difficulty, I submit, can only be ovel'come, to onabfe fish 
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to bl'ed, by erecting ladders and so assisting tho figh to fresh and pure waters above 
tho mills. 

I weot to-day up a tributary of the Sackville River, callod Peverill's Brook. It 
is a. fair·sized stream, and untiL the mill.dam 00 it \vil8orootod, byooe of the brothers 
Peverill, the gaapereaux which came out. of Bedford .Ba.oiu aod went up the Sack· 
ville River, wok w this branch of it. Residents te!l mo thiFl was invariably the cnse 
yearly, and on going op tho strOitm some distance, I r08.choo. Sandy Lake, 0. fine sbeet 
of wat-er, wit.h H. clean bottom of sand and fine graveL 1 Can readily understand the 
fish seeking this I'outo, for horo would be tho great attraction for theirspawning beds. 
Now, however, PI,VIWill'lI rlam, "topping the way the fo\v gs;;pel'ooux that each soa..'loo 
reach tho dam, unt~ble to get. furthot, havo beon seen rotul·ning. A ladder tl.L thi" 
place also, is mnch needod, in fact ind08pensable, and as tho dam ts but 5 feet in 
height, and t.be bank on the west side very suitable, the cost of one would bo very 
small, especially as tho miller is willing to provido all the nocessary wood materi z~l. 
I ahoweJ Poverill how to save his sawdust, by II. very simple mode, and be stated to 
me his intention to koop it froo of the water. 

I passed McKenzio's mill on my way upward. He burns aU hi:; sawdust and 
l-)6l1s tho nsbos fOI' m:Uluro. A.t the four mills above, I found but little Bawdust drop­
ping into tho st.ream. At each they have now a receptll.cle boneath the mill to caleh 
it, but atHeBe,·'I'I, the miller who g zves tho most trouble of :1Oy of tbom on the river, 
I found tbe box or bin too full, so I ord~red its contents to be removod boforo s.'\win~ 
more. fhi s be commenced to do, aDd I waited to soc the greahlr part removea. 
before leuving. I baw nothing, howeve,·, to warrant tho impo3ition of u fine. 

17th September. • 
Sunday. I n Ila lifax. 

18th Septemher. 
I left Halifax thi ... morning by train for New Glasgolv, purposing to d rive from 

thence to the head of the east branch of St. Mary's River, a place I was unable 
to reach and report upon last year. I arrived at New Glasgow in the afternoon, but 
it rained too hard to proceed further. 

19th September. 
SLill heavy showenl falling at intervals j unfit fOI' travelling. 

20th September. 
I procured a horse and waggon and drove to-day over to the bead of the 

East River St. Mary's. The place here iB called the Garden of Eden, 22 mil06 
from New Glasgow. I visited the Moose and Garden Rivers, and went some distance 
up them both. On the former, abont II miles from the point where it enters the 
Garden Lake, is situated an old mill, owned by a Mr. Sutherfand, in the dam belonging 
to which a pass about 12 feet wide has been cut, affording an ample passage. The 
river above the place, for 6 miles, and below it to the lake, is remarkably dean, un­
polluted water. The bottom is all that can be desired for salmon spawning grounds, 
being composed of white saud and fine gravel. [have never, dunng my inspection 
through the Province, seon any better. The bed of the lake is of similar formation, and 
the water so clear the bottom IllIl.y be seen at tbe depth of many feet. The Garden 
River, the other tributnry, though not carrying such a volumo of wnter, is also an 
excelieLLt salmon-breeding stream, and I have no doubt that these, and the Garden 
Lake, were formerly tbe nursori06 of the east branch of St. Mary'tI River for salmon 
and gasperea1l7 before Cumeron's mill·dam (of whioh I shall write further on) had 
cut them off. Indeed, it is known tbat g8.l:lpereaux penetratod up the Garden River 
into Burra's Lake, 6 miles from its junction with Moose River. Into Buna.'s Lake 
flow three good-sized streams, and the lake itself has a bottom similar to that of the 
Garden Lako already desoribed. From the junotion of the MooBe aDd Garden Rivers 
to the GlUuen Lake is about 1 mile, and they, togetber from that r.int, form a good­
aizod Btream. The lake itselJ is about 2 miles in lengtb and f 0 a mile in breadth, 
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and from its course, joining tbo W08t Rivor at G!(Jnclg, in GUYllbol'o' County, and 
flowing onwards through it, iuto the Atlantic. compose the main rivor ofSt. Mal'Y's, 
the third of importance in the whole Province of Nov~ Scotia. . 

21st S~fte/1lber. 

I drove down tho East River below the lake, until I reached AloxandorCamoron'a 
mill, with its dam, about 7 fcet in height. [llItw, on the west side, tho rem~ins of a 
ladder, built. on the old principle, running downstream. 1t is broken up badly, the 
side and many of tbo buckets beiog out, and it uppMrs never to have been repah'cd 
silloe it was erected. l W:\S unabla to measure it cOrl'octly, but I should say it was, 
originally, about 50 feot in length. Sovenll people came to roo, and .. tated m06t 
positively, thM since the ol'oction of tho dam and ladder, neither gasporeaux nor 
llalmon have been seen abovo. That, before this stoppage oxir;too, there W1l8 an 
abundance of both-a swtement readily to bo believed-ail below this place, tOI' 40 
miles to the sa!!, thore is no obstacle whatever. 1 descended the rivel· for 3 miles, 
to the ollly other dam upon it, viz., Thomas Cameron's. A different modo for Beeur· 
ing the water to drive tne mill is adoptod here, the dam being situated! of a mile 
from tho mill ikeif, a channel haviog been cut. through tho lana to tako tho water to 
the main wheel. I have btaled above th1lt thl:'ro is no obstruction bolow A.lex. 
Cameron ·s, and I am l'ight in doing so, lOr t.hi,. dam is I!O low (being only 2 feet or 
It in time of freshets.) Salmon would think nottling of it i and on the ear;t side, 
there is a passage, 3 01· 4 foot in width, to admit gailpel·eau:o:. Thero is no difficulty 
bere whatever. 

Both tho Wurde-n McKenzi(', and others residing near, toll mo that ~almon have 
abandoned this rivel' altogether. None bave been soen fOl· yeu.rs; in filet, "ince the 
7 foot dam was built acrOf's. T!lat fish do foreake a river after repllated unsuccessful 
etforta to surmount:l. fOl'mido.ble bunieJ· is unquestionable. We have instances, in 
the La Have, and in other rivers in the Province, and I find that as far back 88 1868, 
the Commissioners of Fisheries, in the Annual Report for the States of Maine, New 
Hampshil·e, Vermont, Ma[iSachUllettio and Connecticut., mention tlte following facta: 
"Salmon, owing to flO obstruction, hlll"e quitted tho Nll.tashgusn, s'td have enterod 
the neighboring Kegaskll, where they were recognized by their superior size." (The 
Indians on the Aord River fiNit noticed the large La Have ~almon entering their 
river), and RgRiu, from the same report, it is stnted: •• Whcn the Merrimac was 
closed by the "Lawrence dam, tho alewives, finding their path barred at tbat point, 
faced about, descended tbe river, coasted along shore to the Ipswich Riv'-'I', and to 
the astonishment of the inhabitants, r.nddenly filled tbat little stream almost I1Olid." 

At Cameron's mill-dam, the first yem' the ladder WflS placed there, gaspereaux 
came up as usual, in vast numbers, and were soon circling round. vainlyendel\\""oring 
to find an ent.rnnce. McKenzie, the Walden, asked the owner at the t.ime, &.'1 the tish 
would not take to tbo ladder, to open a 81uice whieh was pluced in t.he dam and allow 
them to get up, bat this was refn!!OO by the miller, a8 he had done-as he stated­
ali be wa~ calfoo upon to do in furnishing the Jadder. Since then, year by year, theil· 
numbers have been perceptibly fewer, until last Beason, nono wore seen. I would 
respectfully ask tbat attention be given to thi" river during tbo eDlming spring and 
summer, and would recommend as follows :-'fh:.t. iI. new patent ladder be placed at 
Camerooll as lloon as practicable, in the early part of next summ~r, aud that in the 
interim tho luillol' be compelled to koop the sluloo open fOI· an hour fir two each after· 
nooo or evening during the time in May when gaspereaux ordinarily visited the 
river, to l>6l'111it any stJ"3gg!ing gaspereaux that might, perhaps, make anothOt· attempt 
here to pa!lfI through; and fUI,thm·, that Mr. Wilmot be directed to place, in the 
Moose River, at least 10,000 young sal moo. 

McKenzie, the Warden, has intimated to me his willingness to take his tl'am 
over to the station at New Glasgow, and Cfu·ry the cans of fry to this locality, fl·ea of 
all expense. 

As the habit, at both mills, has been to throw all refuse into the river, I pointed 
ont to the Warden the illfgnlity of the act, which he appeared to be unawure of. 

r 
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22nd September. 
Returned fo New Glwgow; but, 00 the way, owing to the bad roads, from the 

heavy rains, my horse cast two of b i", ., Iioe.;, and the delay at a forge by tho roadside 
cau.sed me to miSB the down.train fOf llalifax (2:35 p.m.), and obligod me to remain 
boll night at New Glasgow. 

23rd S"ptember. 
Returnod in morning traiD to Halifax. 

24th &pte:mber. 
Sunday. 1n Halifax • 

25 th September. 
[agllin visited SackviHe River, and inspeoted 1\11 the mills. 'Ihe millers, with 

the exooftion of Heflol', appeared to try to keep the >llLwdust from esoaping inlo the 
water. found Ihe receptacle which he had according to my directioDfi, plnced 
bCLloath the milt, full to running (over of slIwdust . 

His mill, fortunately for him, was not going, 01' he would have boou liable to a 
fino. Ho commenced sboveiling it ont fl.t once, on my arrival. Rnd st:lted the ('3rW 
did not como for it at. usual, and made other eXCUi;6i;. 1 then duo.lctOO him to make 
the receptacle l!trger, and nevor to pOi'm it it to approach overJlowing. 

This man, Hofler, earns but a scanty living-. He is the poorest of the milloI'P on 
the river, and 1 am unwilling, on that uceouut, to bavtl him flnod, unless, by hil> neg­
lect 10 obey tho law, be for('es mo to do 80. I have little reliance in anything he 
says, and if I find, again, tbe sawdust n~ceptncle overflowing, I shall have no alUma· 
tive left roo but to call upon the OVQrsoer of the district to inflict the pl'Oper penalty. 

26th September. 

Storming all day; unfit tor inspection. , 
2'lth &pte"mber. 

Having just received reliable information tbat Balmon bad been openly sold in 
Truro, Colchester Connty, dllrlDg the week en'ling the 16th, 1 proceeded thither 10 
investigate and repoI'~ the ptu-ticuJa k~, uud l,' put a slop to a continuance of suoh 
illegal acU!. On reachiug Truro, [ sought ou!. Mr, Blair, t be Overseer, who to ld me 
he knew and had heard nothing of this law-broaking, and togetbol' we enquired at 
tbe hotela if any bad boon brought in for sale. At one, we learned that two or throe 
persons had brought both shad and salmon to tbo door, wishing to dispose of thom, 
and that the salmon bad boon tak en with sbad, in the shad oots. W 0 also dillCovoroo 
that these fish had (lome ft'om the Bagin of Minas, and had boon takon while 4l'ifti ng. 
I could obtain, however, no clue to tbo oifondol"s, &0 I determined to go on to Groot 
Village and Economy, and commit with Mr. Davison, whoso distdct extends along 
the whole weal. COMt of ColcheBtoT, from Mass Town to Five Islands" While at Tt'ul'O, 
Mr. Blair spoke to me about McMullifl' s mill (or HamilLOn' .. , sometime;; called), on tbo 
Salmon Rivor" I reported upon thb dam laos t yonr, and stutml ,tho necossity of a 
ladder. He montioned to me the. g roat slaughter of "'(LImon th at has tnken plnee, 
each year, at this barrior, which ill Dcarly 12 foot hig h, and til" impo~siuility to 
prevent the poaching, unless a mlln WO l'(~ present nigbt and dll), On the topot. 

Salmon lately are becoming very 8C8)'CO ill tbis l'ivor, in Fpito of !h. Wi lmot's 
exertions in ro-stocking, and ~1r" Blair attrIbutes tho fall ing off tQ tbe l>loppage ~nd 
the poaching at tUtti mill. Woro a ladd(w placed horo, tho ,;almo'll CQuld go l"\gb t on 
upwards and reach fino spawning grounds, s()roe mileB :<bo"c, whoro tho bunks of tbe 
river ure wooded down to tho wator'tI edge, and t ho stream ito; pure aod CQld, find witb 
fallltloss bt"ceding beds of gravel and !'and. 

Without a laddor at McMullin's, both supervi~ion and fe-Blocking can bring about 
no ooueficial result whatever. 

I am bappy to say Mr. Blair tells roo tbat tho millOI'll on tbc river, ifl",tcud of 
throwing in thoir mill rubbish, as they did befofe I visited last year, ha\'e now kilns 
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I.Q burn it nil in, Ilnd tho river in thil:! respect is improved. North River romains in 
the obstructed I:ltil.to 1 last yenr found it and reported on. Ladders are milch noodad 
horo :":100. 

28th &ptember. 
"1 10 duy took pfl"'1:l.ge by rail to Londonderry, and drove in tQ Great Village, and 

thence 011 to U pper Economy, whoro Mr. Davison 1~8id6S. On my way I examinod 
tho Port un Piqu~ Rivol". It is all cleM of obatl'uctions, and is considered tho best 
8slmOl' I'tream on this Side of tho county. Tho -fish have an uninterrupted run up to 
tho fall ",. 

I SWJlped also at BliSS River and inspected tho ladder at the Union Company's 
Furnitm'o b'uctol'y. It is old :lnd somewhat. out, of shape now, but ita grade at tho 
outset waf< made too flteOP. I found it to be hut 1 foot in 5, and built ou the old prin. 
ciple, running down .. tl'eam from the top of the dam. The length is quite 30 feet. 
'fhe lJucketd IIro but :i feot apart, placed at that limitod diBt.'l.oce, 1 should say, on 
account of ita sleep pi Lch, but i[IJw'llquate, in distance h'om each other, for n service· 
able salmon Indner, liS it makes the turns too shol,t for good sized fish, and givM but 
insuffioient room in patl"lIlg round, I trust it will soon be replacod by one of Mr, 
Ro~ers' patent. Tho other dam is It miles op, <owned by Mr, McLaughlin, and vory 
low, boing ollly from 2'00 3 foot in hoight at time of freshet., which salmon would 
think llotbulg 01 leaping ovor, lL vnly lomai na" then, for a good laddor to be placed 
Il1. tho Flirnitul'e Company's <iam to put the BlI.88 River in perfeet order up to the 
natural falls, ti miles from tho St)tl,. I renched ~Ir. Davison's house this o~oning. 

Ho told me ho wall p0:<itive that no salmon or shad had boen caught for many 
week" between Five l,;I:lOds and Great ViIlage·_that he should have known of it, 
were it so j hut he strongly suspected some of the peeple about Mass Town ooing the 
culpriH. On hit:! ad~ice 1 lVent no further OOWllrdS Five Tslands, and he further ro­
qUObtod me to leave the uffair in his hands, us he> thought he would have more eortain 
mea ns than [o!' traciLig tho parties who caught and sold the Sillman. I consented to 
do so, and dirOf}tcd him to usc every mcans to discover the offendors and, in the 
evclIt of Su,:t'CS!:i, to report the whole matter to Mr. Bogers, for his instructions in 
dOfilillg with the case. This I did, belioving it t he bost thing to do under the eircum· 
stancetl, M his duty con .. tantly takes him among the fishermen at Mass Town, while 
my 'jlpenrance thenl 14100e might excit.e sDspicion. 

tlnd that it is most unusual for shad to boo found at such a late seallOn of the 
year in the Baain of Minas, suoh a thing not ba.ving occurrod for a considerable time j 
bot, in any case, th ere are neither iostruotions concernin~ shad ill the .Fishery Aut in 
the .Revised Statutes of Nova Scotia, chnpror 95, nor 10 the local regulations for 
Coichcstel' CoUD ty . 

r hope to be permitted to brin~ forward fo:r approval, in llext month's report, 
neoossary alterations and additions III the printed circular issued for the guidanoe of 
the officers of that county. 

30th Septemlier. 
In Halifax, wri ting up disbursemont acooullta, &CO, &c 

Hon. Minister Marine and Fisheriee. 
4th October, 1882. 

FRED. H. D. VEITH. 


