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RETURN 
(IN PART) 

To an Address of the Senate, dated 23rd March, 1868; for Copies of 
the Annual Report of the Stipendiary Magistrate in charge of the 
Government Schooner for the protection of the Fisheries ill the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence; also for Copies of any Reports made under 
the direction of the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, on the 
Fisheries of the Dominion; together with Copies of any Special 
Reports made under the same direction, on the subject of the Failure 
of the Fisheries and the Distress existing among the Fishermen of 
Nova Seotia and parts of the coast of Labrador. 

By Command. 

HECTOR L. LANGEVIN, 
Secretary of" State. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 

Ottawa, 31st March, 1868. 

FISHERIES BItANCI'l, 
Ottawa, :!Sth March, 1868. 

SIR,-I have the honor to enclose a partial Return to an Address gf the Senate, dated 
P. Fortin'. Report, 1867. 23rd instant, for reports relative to the fisheries and distress 
T. Totu', Report, 1867. existing among the fishermen of Nova Seotia and parts of the 
W. H. Venning', Report. coast of JJabrador. 
P. Miller'. Report. 
\\~a H. Johnston's General Report. 
W. H. J ohnston's Special Repo,t. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

P. iHITCIIELL, 

Ninisler of MOI'ille and Fisheries. 
The Honorable tne Secretary of State, 

Ottawa. 



APPENDIX~ 

MR. W. H. VENNING'S REPORT. 

To the Honorable the 
SAl NI' JOHN, N. B., 10th October, 1867. 

Minister of -'Iarine and Fisheries, Ottawa. 
Sm,-I have the honor to submit a Report, the result of my labours in the duty 

assigned me. I regrct that it is not more full and comprehensive, and I particularly 
regret the paucity of statistical information it presents. The time to which I was limited 
by your letter of instructians precluded me from obtaining this marc fully, as is explained 
in the Report. 

Begging your leniency to all imperfections which may be apparent, 

To the Honorable the 

I have. the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

w. H. VENNING. 

REPORrr 

Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa. 

SIR,-In obedience to your letter of instructions of the !lth August, ordering me to 
examine into and report upon the present condition of the Fisheries of the Bay of Fundy, 
and of the rivers emptyillg into it, and to your oral instructions of the ~lst August, 
directing me to include in that examination the South-west Branch of the River 
Miramichi, . 

I have the honor to report, that after having had an interview in Saint John, with W. 
F. Whitcher, Esq., of the Department of Marine and Fisheries, and having received from 
him some additional instructions and suggestions as to the points upon which information 
was most desirable, I proceeded at once to the upper waters of the South-weBt Miramichi, 
in order to see, before the fishing season closed, the actual state of things on that much 
abused rirer. 

The highest points to which migratory fish ascend to deposit their spawn, are about 
fourteen miles above the Forks, in the County of Carleton. The river here divides into 
two streams, called the North and South Forks, up both of which, but especially in the 
vicinity of their conflucnce, ~almon resort in great numbers, whenevcr they can escape the 
toils that besct their upward progress. 

From the mouth of the Shiktahawk, a tributary of the Saint J ohr., n, short distance 
above F1orenceville, in the County of Carleton, there i~ a road through Glassville to the 
South Fork, the distance lleing about 15 miles. Over this road, for some years, it bas 
been the practice of' various parties to take canoes, and all the implements of illegal fishing, 
Buch as sweep nets, spears, torches, &c., and literally to sweep the streams of every fish that 
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hus succeeded in running the gauntlet of all the obstructions existing in the lower part of 
the river. Three years ago one man took 80 salmon in one night, and other parties also 
took large numbers during the same season. As these were all breeding fish, and were 
1IIost probably the greater part of all that succeeded in reaching this high spawning ground, 
the consequences of this destruction are now apparent in the fact that last year the party 
took but five fish, and this year but three, while in the whole upper waters, from Boiestown 
to the Forks, salmon were never known to be so scarce, in consequence of which scarcity the 
settlers have resorted to all possible means of taking them. Scarce a stream or brook in 
the whole distance from Boiestown to Burnt Hill, but gave evidence of nets having been 
~et at its mouth, while spearing by torchlight is pUllllued more perseveringly than ever. 

While in Boiestown, and on the upper waters of the river, I heard loud complaints 
against a IIlr. Fletcher, of ~ ew Hampshire, who last season visited the stream for t~e 
purpose of obtaining spawn to re-stock the Mcrrimack River, whose head waters are III 

that State. I made the most particular inquiries respecting the cause of these complaints 
!rom persons aware of the facts, among whom were WiJliam ·Wilson, Esq., a Magistrate, 
and George Palmer, the Warden of' the District at the time Mr. Fletcher pursued his 
operations. As Mr. Fletcher exhibited a lptter, signed by the late IIlr. Fulton, of the 
l'rovincial Scretary's Office, requesting the ·Wardens to aid and assist him in his object, 
no obstacle was placed in his way; but it is matter of regret that his letter of permission 
was not more explicitly worded, as it ;:o:ave him liberty to pursue his object without 
auy regard to the interests uf the riv~r. He appeared to be iguorant of the proper mode 
of conducting his operations, and consequently destroyed, unnecessarily, a large number 
of breeding fish. I was informed that after spearing many, both male and female, and 
obtaining a large quantity of spawn, he placed it iu kegs of water, which he corked up, 
and on his arrival at 13oiestown, he found it, as he ought to have known he would, decom­
posed and usele:;s. This necessitated a further slaughter, and altogether he destroyed over 
:WO fisb. The second lot of spawn he obtained, he was instructed to place in wet moss, 
and of this he succeeded in hatching, as I was since iuformed, about ~IO per cent. I found 
that .Mr. F1etcher's proceedings had caused great dissatisfaction along the whole course of 
tbe river; the settlers thinking it hard that a stranger should come arme,l with permission 
to do that which the law strictly prohibited them from doing. It ia matter of great regret 
that so many fish were unneces~arily destroyed. Had Mr. Fletcher made use of the net 
instead of the spear, he conld have attained his object without killing a single onc. The 
number of male fish killed before the requisite number of females could be secured, was 
very large, and the use of the uet would have obviated the necessity of this destruction. 
A full.grown salmon matures about 10,OUO ova, and consequently, half-a-dozen females 
and three or four males ought to furnish a sufficient supply of ova and milt for all practical 
purposes of re-stocking a river. In any future permissiou granted for this purpose, I would 
respectfully suggest that the applicant be limited to a certain number uf fish, and strictly 
prohibited from using the spear. The most adroit spearer often fails in transfixing a fish, 
but he seldom fails iu striking it, consequently, in addition to the fish killed, a larger 
number arc wounded, alid either die a lingering death or are incapacitated from performing 
I he functions of propagation. 'rhc use of the spear, being the most destructive mode of 
fishing, should be entirely prohibited under al! circumstances. T would further sugge8t 
tl; at for Hix years, at least, no permission to take spawu from the Miramichi be granted. 
For the last few years the number of fish that have succeeded iu reaching the spawning 
grouuds in this river has beeu very limited, owing to the almost insurmountable obstacles 
that beset them iu every mile, and the few that have got up have beeu so persistently 
swept out of the pools by nets, aud harrassed by spearers, that it, is really wond~rful the 
ri ver has not been entirely depopulated. 

Gaspereau formerly llscended the South-west in vast numbers to l\liramichi Lake, a 
famous spawning place of this fish; of late years their numbers are much decreased, owing 
to illegal fishing, by stretching nets entirely across the river, and by allowing them to 
remain set during the downward passage of the fish, by which large numbers of spent and 
useless fish urc destwyed. Gaspcreau enter this river about the first week in May, ascend 
tu their spawning grounds, and leturn to sea about t.he last of June, consequently gaspereau 
nets should not remaiu set later than the 20th of that month, as, in addition to destroying 
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vast numbers of poor lI;nd useless fi~h?n their downward passage, numbers of large trout 
and young salmon, whICh about this time ascend the river, arc frcquently taken in them. 

Below Boiestown the facilities for net fishing are greater than they are above, and 
consequently nets are more nUmero'ls; in most cases they are illegally set, and no attention 
is paid to the weekly close lime which the law requires. At Pricll's Island, about six miles 
below Boiestown;stakes were set entirely across the stream, and althou"h the net was not 
on \\ hen I passed, there is no doubt that it bad been extended from sh~re to shore while 
the regulations for this part of the river provide that no net shall extend across mo;e than 
one-third part of the cbannel. At tbis place there are a number of islands dividing the 
river into narrow ubannels, and there were evidences that nets had been set completely 
across these, in direct violati?n of. th~ law. In most cases the nets had been taken up, 
and tbere were no means of Identlfymg tbe offe!lders. From some of tbese islands stakes 
were sct on both sides, so that the nets leust have completely barred the ascent of fish. 
Whether the nets were up in consequence of the owners havi:..g heard of my object in 
visiting the river, I am unable to say; but as the time for legal fishing had not expired 
by some days, I am inclined to think this was the cause, as in all cases where nets were 
legally set I found them extended on the stakes. 

There are two other points where the facilities for illegal fishing are very great; one 
at Arbo's, near the mouth of Cain's River, the other at Astle's, not far from the head IJfthe 
tide. At both these places nets arc stretched entirely across the stream at every favorable 
opportunity, and I was informed that sometimes the fish wcrc driven into them by men in 
canoes. 

There is another practice pursued to a considerable extent on the river below Boies­
town, which is very destructive and should be entirely prohibited. I allude to the use of 
gaspereau nets for making salmon ponds, by which means large numbers of grilse and trout 
are taken. All nets of less than five inches in the mesh should be prohibited after the 
:l5th June. 

From Price's Island to the mouth of Bartholomew's River, the same indications of 
illegal netting wore observed. There being but onc 'Varden between Boiestown and 
Indiantown, there is every facility fvr pursuing this with impunity. This part of the river 
is comparatively free from spearing, the character of the water not favoring this destructive 
pursuit. 

From Bartholomew's River to Indiantown, I observed large quantities of slabs, 
edgings, sawdust and other mill rubbish, in some places forming bara and islands in the 
river, and accnmulating at every turn of the stream. These came from' a mill owned by 
lVIr. lVIcLaggan, ana. were in direct violation of sec. 17 of the law. There is no fish-way in 
the dam on this river, and fish arc unable to ascend it. I was informed that salmon 
formerly frecluented it in large numbers. 

At the mouth of Rcnous River, drift nets are in general use, and spearing is pursued 
to a considerable extent; while furtber up that stream spearing is a common practice. 
This river, and the Dungarvcn, which empties into it about six miles frIJm the mouth, 
are both resorted to by large numbers of salmon fJr the purpose of spawning. Spearing 
is not practised on the Dungarven, but numbers of breeding fish are every season swept 
out of the pools by nets. At the time of my visit the water was too low to admit the 
passage I)f a canoe, consequently I had to rely principally upon information gathered 
from parties who ·had lumbered on them_ From this information I aUl of opinion that 
these streams are admirable nurseries for fish, and their protection is so much to be desired, 
that I think it would be advisable to prohibit fishing entirely on these waters, and presp.rve 
them as nnrseries, for but few fish can reach the spawning grounds on the main river, and 
of these still fewer get a chance to deposit their spawn. 

At Indiantown I had an interview with Christopher Parker, Esq., Fishery Warden 
for the district, a very intelligent gentleman, fully alive to the importance of protecting 
the river, aware of the evils that exist, and most anxious for their removal. In the course 
of conversation with him, I learned that a formet 'Varden had allowed ten days' additional 
fishing, after the 31st August, that this had become a custom on the upper part of the 
l'iver, and that he had not, in consequence, been able to enforc~ the law. The Magistrates 
were reiuctant to act with the re'lnisite vigor, and although he had often given information 
of illegal fj,hiug, aud had ,10ui all in his power to obtain convictions, he could not recall 
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a Ringle instance in which the full penalty was exacted. 'fhi<, he thought, arose from a 
va~ue opinion entertained by them that the law was defective. I could. not learn the 
origin of this opinion, which, however, lIIr. Parker did not share. He conSidered the ~aw 
alllply sufficient to meet the cases reported, and he blamcd the Magistrates for nO.t dOlDg 
their duty in enforciug its provisions. This indisposition on the part of the lIIaglstrates, 
I found to be common wherever 1 went, and I imagine it arises from the laxity which has 
hit.herto prevailed throughout the whole Province on the subject ot the protection of the 
Fisheries, and until thi~ protection is assumed by Government, there is little hope of the 
regulations being enforced, as, from local causes, neithcr "'ardens nor lIIagistrates are 
willing to act with vigor. lIIr. Parker's district is so extended that he nnds it extremely 
difficult to detect nets illegally set, for as SOOn as he starts on a tour of inspection, word is 
passed from neighbor to neighbor, and the illegally set nets are all taken up before his 
"rrival at their localities. The district from Indiantown i~ much too cxtend~d for a single 
Warden, and as there is so much illegal fishing in its whole extent, there ought to be at 
least two more officers to protect it. 

Between Indiantown and Beaubair's Island there were evidences of a number of nets 
having been set, but as they were all up at the time, I am unable to say whether they 
infringed the Regulations. 

At Chatham I had an interview with Peter lIIiller, Esq., who, having entered upon 
the duty assigned him, had already visited the North-west Branch, and had proceeded 
thence to the moutn of the river, which obviated the necessity of any further examination 
of it on my p3rt. 

From all with whom I conversed, and from everyone to whom I pointed out the 
consequences of illegal fishing, I met with the grea~est civility. All admitted the evils 
which exi~ted on the river, and most all expressed a strong wish to see them removed. 
In onc instance I met a man and a youth going up the river with all the implements of 
spearing. On questioning him he admitted that he intended to 'pear that night. I 
cautioned him against this breach of the law, but he 8aid that laws were of no use if those 
who made them were the first to break them. He complained bitterly of !\II'. Fletcher, 
who had, he asserted, de,troyed more fish in onc season than he himself had in five years; 
and he thought it too bad that he should be deprived of taking a jj,h that his family 
needed, while a stlanger might kill hundreds uselessly and unnecessarily. He said they 
might prosecute him if they chose, but he would spear notwithstandin~. I explained to 
I.im the object that lIIr. Fletcher bad, and that if he had done wrongly, care should bo 
taken that no repetition of his practice should be pl'rmitted. The man seemed appeased, 
to my great satisfaction he did not spear that ni.C!;ht, although I have little doubt hc did 
so as soon as I left that part of thc river. Thc scalers all regretted the yearly decrease in 
the number of fish, and seemed anxious that measures should be taken tu restore the river 
10 its former state. Everyone I met expresscd his readiness to comply ,vith the laws, if 
his neighbor would do so too. Those who resi.ded ou the upper part of the river, threw 
all the blame upon those below, fOi" not allowlDg the fish to get up, wlllle those below 
attributed the falling off to the destruction of fish ou the spawniug grounds. The truth is, 
that while all pretend to regret illegal fishing, all persiRt in practising it, and are doing 
everything in their power to perpetuate the very evils they deplore, and if the Fishery 
Laws are not vigoroubly enforced, it will be nece8sary, in order to prevent the total depo­
pulation of'the river, to prohibit fishing on it entirely. 

Iu view of the present state of this river, and of the rapid rllte at whieh salmon are 
decreasing, I think that fishing should cease on all parts of the river on the 15th August. 
At present, above Beaubear's Island, on both branches, netting is legal till the 31st, and 
in consequence of some improper permission given by a former "-llI'den, it is permitted 
till the 10th of September, in manifest violation of the law, and to the great injury of the 
ri"~ • 

I regret that I found it utterly impossible to get any reliable statistical intormation. 
There appeare~ a manifest disinclin~tion on the part of nil to state the number of fish they 
Ilad taken durlDg the season, and 10 several cases I have reason to believe that I was 
purposely misinformed; the number taken being largely in excess of the number ~t4teq 
bu~ all aCCOIlQts lIer~ed ill tlI!l ~fel\t d\lCf~!llie Ilf ~s4 4\lrin~ the laat tell 1~l\r~1 . I 
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Being anxious to reach the upper waters of the Saint John before the pickets were 
removed, so that I could form some definite idea of the manner in which net fi"hinl; is 
actually pUrl?ued on that river, I proceeded to the Grand Falls by stage, and arrived there 
on the mornmg of the 5th September. I engaged a man and his canoe to take me down 
the river, and proceeded at once to collect information respecting its fisheries. 

Salmon ascend to the Grand Falls, about 240 miles from the sea, and all the important 
tributaries which are not obstructed by impassable dam~. Both shad and gaspereau 
frequently ascend to the Falls, and all are taken by drift nets iu their immediate vicinity, 
as well as in the whole course of the river. 

Salmon River, which enters the St. John on the cast side, [1 few miles below the 
Falls, was formerly the resort of immense numbers of salmon; but of late years drifting 
and spearing at its mouth have greatly reduced tkem. Although fishing by drift nets is 
entirely prohibited in the Saint John, still, owing to the negligence of the proper authol'i­
ties, it is openly pursued wherever the water is favorable. But few nets are "'et between 
the Falls and the Aroostook, drifting being the ordinary mode of fishing. 

The .Aroastoole is a very considerable tributary of the Saint John, flowing iuto it 
from the westward, up which salmon ascend to the foot of an impassable Fall, about four 
miles from its mouth. As all the fish that enter this river are confined in this short 
distance, great havoc is committed among them in all the modes that dishonest ingenuity 
can invent. In the basin below the Falls, large numbers are swept out with nets, and 
spearing is practised throughout its whole length, from the Falls to its mouth. John 
Russell occupies the land at the Falls, and claims a monopoly in this illegal work. 

The Tobique is a large river entering the Saint John on its eastern side, and as there 
is at present no artificial obstruction in its course, it is a favorite spawning place for 
salmon, whieh resort to it in large numbers. There is an Indian Village at its mouth, the 
head.quarters of all the Indians on the Saint J oh n and its branches. These Indians not 
only spear openly in the vicinity of the mouth of the river, but pursue the fish to its head 
waters, and take them at all times, and in all modes, without tbe slightest regard to the 
laws. There is a Warden here, Mr. John Uiberson, whose district extends to the mouth 
of the St. Francis, many miles above the Grand Falls. As no migratory fish can pass the 
Falls, there is little need of a \Varden above, and if this officer were directed to concentrate 
his attention to the waters of the Tobique and the Aroostook, and would do his duty fear­
lessly and faithfully, this wholesale destruction at breeding fish in both these rivers might 
be prevented. I passed the Tobique about S o'clock in the evening, and counted no fewer 
than six canoes, each with two Indians pursuing their unlawful work. l\Ir. Giberson 
informed me that salmon were more plentiful this year thau they had been in th., TolJifjue 
for many previons years. 

Rivel· de Chute on the west, and the .1Illtilqllart and Shil.tahallk on the east, are 
~mall and iJlconsiderable streams, up which no migratory fish ascend. 

Big and Little Presqu'ile, two considerable streams flowing in on the west side, arc 
both frequented by Ralmon, and as usual, spearing is practised on both. 

The Becguilllic, a considerable stream entering from the cas:, was formerly frequented 
by salmon, but a mill-dam, without a fish-way at its mouth, now prevent~ their I'u-sage. 
The presence of a net set below, being the first I had seen since leaving the U rand Falls, 
leads me to think they still endeavor to ascend it. 

At Upper Woodstock I had an interview with Hngh Harrison, Esq., Warden of the 
district from Eel River to River de Chute, a distance of 57 miles. I found him [1 very 
intelIig~nt gentleman, and extremely anxious to do all in his power to enforce the laws and 
protect the river, and in consequence his district is freer from illegal practices than any 
other on the whole course of the river. 1I1r. Harrison inlormed me that it was impossible 
for him to exercise as strict a su,Pervision as he wished over so extende(l a district, but he 
did the best he could, and he found the people generally willing to obey his instructions, 
which proves that WardellB eall go their duty jf they choose. Mr. li:mison had beell 
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obliged to prosecute several offenders, and he complained of the disinclination of the 
:iHaO'istrates to do their duty with viO"or, and enforce the full penalties of the law. He 
fou~d the 5th section of the General Regulations ~efective, because no penalty is attached 
to its infringement j in the only case in which he had tested it he was unable to 
obtain a eODviction, and although he had seized the offending nets, he was obliged to 
restore them. Since my intenicw with Mr. Harrison, I have received the following letter 
from him:- • 

"WOODf,TOCK, CARLETON, 10th September, 1867. 
t'i'lR,-I proceeded yesterday morning to Eel River, the lower end of my district, 

and did not find things entirely satisfactory. I wouH recommend that fixed nets be 
entirely done away with from Fredericton upward, or else a tax of S 10 on every net set, 
as I am cunvinced that fixed nets are more destructive to salmon than either drifting or 
spearing. 

" I would further recommend that there should be one 'Yarden from Eel River to 
Little Presq'ile, which would include the Parishes of Woodstock and Wakefield on the 
west, and Northampton and Brighton on the cast. For the Parishes of i'imonds and 
Wicklow, Peel and Kent, one or two as the Government may determine. 

"I may add that 1 have always been much interested in the protection of the Fish­
eries, and have endeavored as far as possible to carry out the laws regarding them. 

"W. H. Venning, Esq." 

"l am, Sir, yonrs sincerely, 
"HUGH HARRISON, 

"Fishery Warden 

Although :\11'. Harrison is the most. intelligent Fishery Warden I have conversed 
with during my tonr of inspection, and his opinions are worthy of respect, yet I cannot 
agree with him in his estimate of the comparative destructiveness of spears and picket nets. 
I consider spearint; the most destructive and rcprehen,ible mode in which salmon can be 
taken, as by the spear as nnny salmon are wounded as arc taken, and as the clear Ehallow 
wat~r., of the spawning grounds offer the greatest facilities for this mode of fishing, it is 
impossible to over-estimate the damage that is done j though, I agree with him that picket 
netl are more destructive than drifting in such a river as the St. John, still, I am not 
prepared to endorse his opinion as t,) the propriety of doin~ away with the former entirely; 
it would no doubt tend to the preservation of the fish, because fewer would be taken, a~ 
there are comparatively few places where drifting could be followed to advantage, so that 
it would be manifestly unjust to that great majority of settlers whosc fronts would not 
admit the use of drift nets. These latter arc yery properly prohibited by law) because, 
if nets ar(' set from each shore, and drifting is allowed in the middle of the river, no fish 
can C8cape; therefore I think it wise to prohibit drifting entirely, and to euforce the 
regulations more strictly with respect to picket and killoek nets, which should both bo 
made to observe the weekly rlusc lime j but, I fldly agree with him DS to the justice and 
expediency of imposing u tax on (/11 nets legally used, as those who derive the benefit of 
the Fisheries should contribute to their protection j at present not one of the owners of 
the 150 nets which I counted on the i't . • Tohn, nor of' the 110 on the south-west Miramiehi, 
contributed a cent to protect these rivers, which they expect the public to do for their 
sole benefit.. 

'rhe ~le,z"xna"i/';, at 'Yoodstoek, was formerly one of'the best, if not the very best, of 
all the rivers t.hat flow into the ~t. John, fin' ,ulmon, shad and gaspereau, but in consequence 
of the neglect to place a /i,h-way in the dam at it., mouth it is now nearly deserted by all 
tl'O-se fish. .\11'. Harrison informed me that he had, seveml times, notified the owners of 
this dam, that they had promised to comply with the law, but that nothing effectual had 
heen done. [le ""id a hole had been cut in thn bottom of the dam through which an 
occasional fish mi.C;ht find its way, when not chuked up with rubbish, but that it was wholly 
1I,dc's i0r the purpose intended. He said the lumbering interest was tUIl FtrollC; on the 
~'t. ,John-it had swallowed up all other interests-and large mill·owners were privileged 
characters, with whom it was not safe to interfere. I regret to say that many flets of my 
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own observation compel me to corroborate Mr. Harrison's assertions and the total absence 
of fish-ways in all the mill-dams in the Province fully verifies it. ' 

I called and examined this dam, and had some conversation with Mr. Smith, onc of the 
owners, who ~dmitt.ed that ~he apology for a lish-way was quite useless. It was generally 
choked up with nllll rubbish, and even when clear of this it is quite inadequate to meet 
the requirements of.the law. I. told. him of the necessity of complying with the Regula­
tions for the protectIOn of the FisherIes; he admitted their justice and promised to do his 
share towards rectifying the evil. I diu not succeed in finding Mr. Davis, the owner of 
the grist mill on the same darn, and was obliged to defer seeing him on the subject. It is 
a matter of great regret that this fine stream has been 80 long closed to no fewer than three 
speoies of valuable fish; and this fact is the less excusable, becau:<e the dam is very low, 
and offers every facility for the erection of a fish-ladder at a very triflinU" outlay, without 
the least detriment to the mills. '" 

E~l Rivtr is a fine large stream flowing in fl"Om the west, with a darn and grist mill 
a few hundred yards from its mouth. There was no fish-way, although there was waste 
water enough to supply several. On enqniry I was informed by Mr. Moore, an old resi­
dent of the place, that previous to the erection of this dam large numbers of salmon and 
shad were caught at the mouth and up the river, but of late years they have all been very 
searce. He said they still came every season to the foot of the darn and made abortive 
efforts to get over. ~'his dam is very low, and a small sum would place a sufficient dam 
in it. I called at the house of Mr. Dow, the owner of the mill, but as he was then in 
Fredericton I regret that I had to leave without seeing him. 

At the mouth of the Shogamoc, a sll1:,ll and unimportant stream not resorted to by 
migratory fish, there is a large saw-mill, and quantities of saw-dust anu mill rnbbish have 
accumulated in the neighborhood to the great injury of the river. 

The Meductic, the Pokiol.; and the Narl.:awikal.; are small streams not frequented by 
fish. Below the mouth of the latter I found a net set, although the time for legal netting 
had expired eight days previously. I called at the nearest house and enquired for the 
owner. I was told that he lived four miles further up the river. I asked him if he was 
aware that the time for legal fishing had expired. He pretended total ignorance of any 
law on the subject, and said that he had never heard of any \Varden on that part of the 
river; he said, however, that he wonld send word to the owner and have it taken up before 
noon. This man gave his name as George Thornton, and I am convinced he was himself 
the owner of the net, and knew perfectly well that he was acting contrary to laws he well 
understood. I met several instances of this denial of ownership and pretended ign~rance, 
and I think the rule requiring all nets to be legibly marked with the owner's name, a." 
required in the General Regulations, should be rigidly enforced. 

From Woodstock to this part of the river (about 30 miles above Fredericton), I f(lund 
pickets set at every turn of the ~tream, and at every place at all favorable for the purpose. 
At this particular place there wc re pickets extending from several iglands and bars which, 
from the length of their line, I feel quite certain stretched beyond the legal limits of one­
third of the width of the channel. 1 think the Northumberland Hegulations, which pro­
hibit nets from being set from islands or bars, could be beneficially applied to the St. John. 

The Nashwaal,;, which flows into the Hiver St. John from the eastward, was formerly 
considered the best of all its tributaries as a salmon river, anu was also frequented by large 
numbers of shad. It is now and has been for many years all but closed to them by a dam 
about three miles from its mouth. That a few fish have, from year to year, been able to 
accomplish the passage over this dam is happily evidenced by the fact that some still ascend 
to the dam and are often seen to leap over it. As the salmon returns only to its native 
stream to spawn, there is no doubt this remnant would soon restock the river if a free 
passage were provided. But this is another instance in which the lumbering intere~t has 
been allowed to override all others. For years attempts have been made to get a pass in 
in this dam, and our late Governor, the Hon. A. H. Gordon, n:ade a special effort to 
accomplish this much de~ired result, but, strange to say, without success. I cannot clearly 
understand how the owner, Mr. Gibson, has so long succeeded in evading the law on this 
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subject, but that he has done so is a fact much to be lamented. I was informed by Mar­
shall Uichey, Esq., of Fredericton, and his information was corroborated by Henry Rutter, 
Esq., of the same place, that this season several salmon have been taken below t~e dam, 
and that one was seen during the last week in August to get up the sluice-way Into the 
river. It is really lamentable to know that fish have been waiting so long in vain to have 
a passage provided for th2m, and that an admirable and important nursery for salmon and 
shad is eutirely destroyed by the refusal of one man to comply with the laws of t.he r:ro­
vi nee. What make" thi,< matter more strange is the fact that there are no peculiar dlffi­
eultil's in the case; a fish-way can be constructed at no great cost, and without the least 
detriment to the interests of the mill. I consider the construction of a sufficient fish-pass 
in this dam of the highest importance, and would strongly recommend that .immediate 
compliance with the law be enforced. The moral effect on other mill-owners wdl be most 
,nlutary, and would deprive them of what is at present a strong excuse for theIr own 
neglect. " Why don't you m:lke Gibson do it?" is a lIuestion I have been asked a score 
of tilUcs, and I must confess I have never been able to give it a sufficient answer. There 
is a vast quantity of slab", edgings, saw-dust and other mill rubbish thrown into the 6tream. 
and compliance with the law in this respect is much to be desircd. Other mill owners are 
obliged to burn their saw-dust, and I see no reason why this should be an exceptional case, 
cspecially as it is very prejudicial to the l·iver. 

The Oromoc/o is a considerable river, entering from the westw~rd. It iR naTigable 
tor small vessels and steamers for a distance of about twcnty miles, when it separates into 
two branches, both flowing from large lakes. There are two darns on the North Branch, 
(1l1e owned by the Hon. Wm. Todd, of S1. Stepben, the other by Jeremiah Tracy, Esq., 
who resides in the neighborhood. Previous to the erection of these dams shad and 
gaspereau ascended to the lake, which was a famous spawning place for these fish, while 
the whole length of both streams was the spawning ground of salmon. As there are DO 

fioh-ways in the dams the stream above is depopulated, but numbers of each species are 
,till caught below. Suitable fish-ways in the dams would effectually restore this river to 
its f"rmer ~tate, and the necessity of their speedy erection is urgent. There is much mill 
rubbish in the river, and the abatemflnt of this nuisance is much needed. There is not 
muoh netting in this river, but, as usual, the deadly spear makes sad havoc among the fish 
that still asceud. 

After visiting this river I had an interview with Charles Burpee, Esq., the Member 
elect for the Couuty of 8unbury, to the Parliament of the Dominion, formerly Warden for 
this District. With regard to the dams on this river and the Nashwaak, he informed me 
that the disposition on the part of Members of GOVElrument to favor large mill-owners, and 
the lumbering interest generally, rendered it almolt impossible to get the b.wenforced. 
lIo had repeatedly notified the owners, but no attention was paid to the matter. lie 
stated that the 18th section of the Act regulating the Fisheries, which provides that no 
salmon shall be taken "fter the :';lst August, was evaded in his district. 'fhe law does Dot 
'<'Y that nets s!tall be ta/tt'l! lp, consequcntly they remained set, under the exouse that they 
were intended to take bass. The exception in this section, in favor of killock nets, is taken 
advantage of, and almost all nets remained set on Sundays as well as week days, conse­
quently there is no close tin" observed. As this is a matter of great importance, .the 
~eetion ~hould bo so amended that all uets be taken up at the appointed time, and the 
weekly close time, from Saturday night to 1Il0nday mowing should be made obligatory ou 
(Ill Det~, whether killod" or picket nets. He found the slime difficulty thllt lIlr. Rarrison 
experience,1 in enforcing section (j of thQ Geueral Uegullltions, because there was DO 

penalty attacll<',1 to its infraction. !\Ir. Burpec was of opinion that the whole subject 
required revi,i,,/I, and a morc ~tringent enforcement of the laws and regulations. 

A narruw aud deep channel, called the .Jemseg, connects the Grand Lake with the 
l-4aint John, into which it flows from the castward about three miles above Gagetown. 
:-::t1moll, shad and ,c;""pereau pass through Grand Lake to Salmou and Gaapereau 
Ilivers at its head. 'l'here is a dam at the mouth of the latter, which prevents the ascent 
of fish; but the passage up the former is unobstructed, and large numbers of salmon, 
shad and ga.pere'"l a,cend it a long distance; they are often taken as far up as the 
llichibucto Purtage. As is the case on all our rivers, the fish are llere destroyed in every 
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mode and at all times. Salmon ha.e been more numerous in the river this year than for 
many previous years. Connecting with the Grand Lake are the J\Iaquapit and French 
Lakes and several smaller ones. In these, as well as in Grand Lake, are numerous low 
fiats, which are great resorts for spawning gaspereau, and on these flats fish are bken ill 
large quantitie. in the very act of depositing their spawn. The warden has not been able 
to pnt a stop to this destructive practice, because these places are neither" Rivers, Bays 
nor Harbours," and the 11th section of the General Regulations cannot be enforced. 'l'he 
protection of these spawning places is much to be desired, and the law should be so 
amended as to be operative in protecting them. 

Washademoal.: Lal.:e connects with the Saint John on the east side. At its head the 
New Canaan River flows into it. As this river is unobstructed it is resorted to by salmon, 
shad and gaspereau in large numbers. At the mouth of the river there is a great deal of 
illegal fishing, and nets are often stretched entirely across. Spearing is not practised to 
much extent, and if the river were fairly fished there is nothing to prevent an unlimited 
increase j but the settlers on the upper waters complain that they now get but fBw fish. 
Connecting with the 'Washademoak are the Ocnabog and other small lakes, in which, as 
well as in the main lake, the flats are favorite spawning grounds of the gaspereau, and the 
law is here evaded in the same manner as in Grand Lake and those connecting with it. 
The same remarks as were made respecting Grand Lake are applicable to this. 

The Nerepis, 'a considerable stream flowing swiftly over a locky bed, enters from the 
westward. There are no mills on this stream, and I am glad to be able to say, for the fir:;t 
time, that there is no spearing practised on it. The only difficulty that this river has to 
contend against. is over-netting near its mouth. For years many salmon have been netted 
in the I!eighborhood of Brittain's Point, as late as the month of November. Last year a 
very large number were taken, which, I understand, were shipped to Boston iu ice. It 
is very much t.o be "desired that this illegal and destructive work should cease. 

The Kennebecasis is a very large river fiowing in from the eastward, just above th~ 
Narrows. At Darling's Lake, the lIammond River, a very considerable stream, flows into 
it. Salmon ascend the mai" river, which is unobstructed, as far as the head of Sussex 
Yale, and also the Hammond River, to the foot of a dam owned by 1\1r. Titus, by which 
their further progress is barret!. Before this obstruction was built, they ascended many 
miles up this stream, which is peculiarly adapted to their habits, and offers splelldid 
spawning ground. The state of things existing on these rivers in 1851, is described by 
the late M. H. Perley, Esq., and has continued to exist up to the present time. I cannot 
better describe their present condition than by quoting Mr. Perley's words, the only differ­
ence being that there are not nearly so many salmon to hunt :-" From Darling's Lake to 
Titus' ;lIill-dam, on the IIammond River, and from Hampton Ferry to the head of Sussex 
Vale, on the main stream, the salmon are hunted and destroyed in every possible way by 
nets, with torch and spear, in season and out of season. The inhabitants appear to be 
actuated by an in:iane desire to destroy every salmon which appears in these waters; and 
no sooner is it reported that salmon have been seen in any particular pool, than the whole 
neighborhood is in commotion with preparations for their destruction j the fish are pursued 
with untiring devotion, until all are captured, except a very few, which perhaps escape to 
some place of' shelter ant! safety." This description is not at all exaggerated, and it is really 
wonderful that the fi:ih frequenting these rivers have not ·long since been exterminated. 
A few, however, still a,cenu both streams, but the number left is now so small that it is 
rare to see one. I would strongly recommend that all fishing on these rivers be strictly 
prohibited. Nothing short of this will restore the river, which is so admirably adapted to 
the habits of salmon, and so well calculated as a nursery for this fish, that it is well worthy 
of careful preservation . 

. In Darling's Lake, at Rothsay Station, large numbers of the silver hake (merlucius 
albinus) are taken in the winter through the ice with hook and bait; this is a salt-water 
fish, and its presence in this locality in winter would appear to be an exceptional case, 
not well understood, unless they resort there to feed upon young gaspereau. 

The Harbour of St. John.-By a $pecial clause ill the Royal Charter incorporatiDg 

*2 
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the City of ~t. John, dated the 18th May, 1785, the fisheries within the harbour. are 
secured in perpetuity to the citizens, and are therefore under the control of the Oorporatl?n, 
subject, however. I presume, to such Legislative cnaetments as are made for the protectl?n 
of the fisheries of the whole Province, although section 30 of the Act passed 20th Ap~i1, 
1863, would seem to except the Harbour of St. John from its provisions, in the fo~lowlD~ 
words :-" Nothing in this Act contained shall in any wise apply to or interfe~e With the 
fisheries of the Harbour of the City of St. John, or with the rights, powers, dutIC~, author­
iti~s or privileges of the l\layor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of St. John." 
From the date of the Charter up to the 23rd April, 1862, the fisheries within the harbour 
were set off in lots, annually drawn for by lottery, and fishermen purchased from the 
winners all the lots that were worth fishin.!1:. By Acts ~5 Victoria, caps. 50 and 51, passed 
at the time above mentioned, this lottery was abolished, and the lots on both sides of the 
harbour were ordered to be sold by auction on the first Tuesday in January of each year. 
Of the yearly proceeds of those on the western side of the harbour, a portion ~as applied, 
under certain conditions, to crect a Public Hall in Carleton, and the rem:llnder to the 
payment of the interest on the Carleton \\' ater Debentures. The yearly proceJds of those 
on the eastern side were applied, in like manner, to build a City Hall on the said side, and 
to pay the interest on the debentures issued for that purpose. The Common Council has 
power to appoint directors of the Fisheries within the limits of the city, and to regulate 
them generally, and although there is a law for that purpose, its provisions are n~ver 
enforced; the same general laxity which prevails everywhere else throu~hout the Provlllce 
reigns supreme herc', and illegal fishing within the jurisdiction of the corporation is prac­
ticed to as great an extent as beyond it. 

'rhe law of the Common C,.uncil, passed l!Jth November, 1862, provides, by section 
13, that ,. If any person shall, between the honrs of twelve of the clock on Saturday night, 
and welve of the clock on Sunday night, within the limits of the City of Saint John, 
fish the fisheries, or set, use, occupy or employ any net, seine, or 'othcr instrument or 
implement for taking fish, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of four dollars." Notwith­
standing this, all the weirs in the harbour are" fished" at all times, and drifting is pursued 
openly. 

'1'he Provircial Law regulating the coast and river fisheries, passed 20th April, 18G3, 
provides, by section ::!l, that no drift-nets or sweeping nets shall be used fur catching 

~ 
salmon, in any rivr,·, stream 0'· harbour, under a penalty of twenty dollars. Whether the 

I Harbour of Saint .Juhn is exempted from the effect of this aectioll, I all not prepared to say, 
\ but the prc:amble to the first fishery law passod by the Common Council, would seem to 
" indicate that the council did not contemplate exemption from the provisions of the General 

Law of the Pruvince, for it says :-" Whereas, the regulating the fisheries within the City 
of Saint John, so far (/s may be consistent with, and conformable to the provisions of the 
Acts of AssemUy made for that purpose, is of great importance to the inhabitants of the 
said City * * * * " Be this as it may, the City Law of 1862 provides, in section 

i 
7, that "the .\layor of the said city shall issue licences to such persons as, ill his descre­
tion, he may think fit to use drift nets in the Harbour of Saint John, in such places and 
under such restrictions and regulations as may be by him for that purpose appointed and 
made," so that drifting is pursued to a greater extent in this harbour than in any other 
water in the .Province, and it i~ really surprising that a single fish succeeds in passing 
through the labyrinth of nets that extends from .P3rtridge Island to the Su"pension Bridge, 
during the months of April, 1\1ay, .1 une and July. Salmon, shad and gaspereau are the 
principal fish taken in the harbour, and of these vast quantities are cau"ht. Gaspercau 
generally make their appearanr;c between the 1st and 10th April, and th~y are taken till 
the middle of J unc. About the middle of May shad enter the harbour, and salmon about 
the 1st to the 10th June; the latter are taken as late as the last of AuO"ust. In eonse­
(!uence of the great increase iu the number of drifting nets of late years e"mployed outside 
of .Partridge Island, the fisheries iu the harbour have been less productive than they 
formcrly were, and this year the catch in the harbour has been comparatively small but 
outside in the bay it has been prodigious. The fishermen now drift their nets'lonO" 
distances down tbe bay, and to such an extent that vessels are frequently obliged to sail 
through them. If ~he n~ts that I have this season seen drifting at one time in the bay, 
had been stretched In a hne, they would have extended to Digby. I am credibly informed 
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that over 1,;:;00 salmon, in one tide, have been taken between cllusquash Harbour and tbe 
Beacon. In the opinion of many ohl fishermen, with whom I have convcrsed, it is desir­
able that this drifting should be regulated in sOnJe way, either by ,;ltOrtening the time of 
its continuance, or by prohibiting its practice within a certain distance of the land, so that 
the fish may have a chance to enter the river. 

The shad caught in the spring arc very iuierior to those taken up the bay in autumn. 
They arc full of spawn in a mature statc for depositing, and as they arc of little value as 
food, it is matter of regret that they are taken at all. The destruction of so many spawn­
ing fish, year after year, must eventually destroy the valuable shad fisheries of the upper 
part of the bay, which should be protected with the utmost (·are. The fishermen of Saint 
John have long been clamorous in their complaints of the illegal practices purciU')d in the 
upper parts of the river, and in all the tributaries to which fish resort to spawn, and while 
it must be admitted that there is only too much ground for these complaints, they arc 
themselves as much to blame; they should correct the abuses that exist in their own 
limits, conduct their fishing in a fair and legal manner, use all their influence to protect 
the fisheries by a due observance of existing laws, and if these are insufficient, exert 
themselves to procure the passage of more effective ones. They derive the greatest benefit 
from these fisheries, and they should exhibit more solicitude for their protection. 

The same short-sighted selfishness that appears to me to characterize fishermen every­
where is exhibited by those of St. John, who ought to be, from their supeljor intelligence, 
actuated by higher motives. I consulted with the leading men engaged-in the business 
on both sides of t.he harbour, and a meeting was called at the house of IS3ac Noble, Esq., 
of Carleton. .\.n endeavour was made to get a unanimous expression of opinion on several 
points affecting the preservation of the l'iver and harbour fisheries, but the selfishness of 
Borne who at present derive a profit from the illegal and injurious practices that prevail, 
prevented unanimity. These were ready enough to agree in anything that had reference 
to the upper parti of the river, and they would have recommended any measure, even to 
the extcnt of prohibiting all fishing in the river, that would not affect themselves, but as 
soon as their own profits were likely to be affected, the interestR of the river and harbour 
were matters of secondary consideration. All admitted that the fi8heries should be pro­
tected, but they wanted this protection applied in such a way that they themselves should 
not be affected. I must in justice statc that John Littlehale and Isaac ~uble, Esquires, 
were honorable exceptions to this narrow feeling, and were very anxious that the evils 
should be abated in a manner that would be fair and equitable to all parties. 

I am indebted to 1\'11'. Claws on, of the Controller's Office, for the following statement 
of the value of the fish shipped this season from the Port of St. J ohu, up to the end of Sep­
tember, 1867 :-

Fresh Fish ............................................................. . 
Smoked" .............................................................. . 
Preserved Fish.. ... . ............ .... . .. ........ ..... ......... .. ....... . 
Dry salted " ...... .• ...... .. ........................................ . 
Wet" " ......................................................... . 
Lobsters ............. ., .................................................. . 

S37,737 00 
20,S47 00 
3,732 00 
3,840 00 

43,g33 00 
2,350 00 

$111,839 00 

The St. Oroix RioCl' i" the boundary between this Province and the State of Maine, 
the middle of the channel forming the limit of the jurisdiction of each. It is a very large 
river, separating into branches about 18 miles above St. Stephen. J<Jach of these branches 
flows from an immense chain of lakes into which empty many sma.ller tributaries, and these 
streams, as well as the main branches, arc admirably adapted to the propagation of fish. 
Previous to the year lS~5 the dams that thcn existed on the river were provided with 
fish. ways, and both branches of the river literally teemed with salmon, shad and gaspereau. 
'fhe accounts given by the older inhabitants of Calais and St. ::-:tcphen, as to the number 
of fish that frequented the river, are almost incredible. In 18~5 the Union Dam was built, 
and as no provision was made to secure a passage for fish they have continued to diminish 
until only a remnant is left. The only difficulty in restoring this river lies in gettin~ fish­
ways ~n tile dams, and in restrainins the various mills from depositing their ruhbish alld 

\ , 
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saw-dust in the river. This last practice should be prevented by the most stringent means, 
as the (,Dormous quantities that have accumulated in the river bid fair to obstruct naviga­
tion entirely for some distance below St. Stephen_ 

In the grant from the Crown of the premises upon which the Union Dam is built, 
there is a special clause with reference to the maintenance of a sufficient fish-way, and a 
failure tQ comply with this condition forfeits the grant, which shall, in such case, revert to 
the Crown. In dircct violation of this clause, and in violation of Section 16 of the Fishery 
Law, the dam is still without a pass, and its proprietors are wholly chargeable with the 
destruction of the once valuable fisheries of the river. This is another instance of the 
manner in which large mill owners have been allowed to violate the law with impuLity, 
and iu the face of so glaring a case as this, how can it be possible or fair to enforcc the 
law in the case of smaller offenders. It is much to be desired that stringent measures be 
at once taken to enforce compliance with the conditions of this grant, and with the require­
ments of the Fishery Act, as in addition to the restoration of the rivcr which will assuredly 
follow, the moral effect upon other mill owners, whose dams are without fishways, will be 
inestimablc. 

The people of the State of ~Iaine, who have been as blind to the importance of their 
river fisheries as our people are now, have of late opened their eyes to the state of 
their rivers, and arc taking active measures to protect the streams to which fish still resort, 
and to restock .hose which have been deserted. The Government of that State has ap­
pointed two Commissioners to examine and report upon the state of the river fisheries, 
'and these gentlemen have had the St. Croix under consideration, and are extremely 
anxious that the existing evils shall be removed. I was invited t.o confer with them with 
a view to co-operation in this most desirable work, and hoped to have met them there, but 
at the time of my visit they were in New Hampshire on business connected wit.h the com­
mission, and consequently I was unable to meet them. 

N. W. Foster, Esq., one of the Commi5sioners, writcs to me under datc October 11th: 
" I have mrveyed all the dau;s, and have selected the best sites for fish-ways, with the least 
inconvenience to mill owners. I found uur Fishery Law was not what it should be, and I 
shall be happy to meet you in Calais and confer with you on a uniform law to be recom­
mended to our respective Governments for this rivcr. Please let me know "lhen it will 
suit you to attend." I have arranged for a meeting with them in November, and I antici-
pate the best results from the conference. ' 

From St. Croix I proceeded to the Parish of West Isles, which includes Deer Island, 
Indian Island and all the small islands east of the boundary line between this Province 
and the State of Maine, which is the middle channel of the Quoddy River and the passage 
between Lubec and Campobello. All the inhabitants of these islands are engaged in fish­
ing for cod, pollack, haddock, hake and herrings, and a large number of boats and vessels 
arc owned by them, employing over 750 men. There are a large number of weirs on the 
islands which also give employment to many more. As the best fishing grounds arc on 
the British side of the boundary, the boats of American fishermen resort there and fish as 
frcely as British subjects. While the Reciprocity l'reaty was in force this gave no cause 
of offence or complaint, as the British boats took their fish into Eastport free of duty, and 
good feelings mutually prevailed, but since the abrogation of this treaty and the imposition 
of a high duty upon our fish, the inhabitants very reasonably complain that the Americans 
enjoy a free participation in their best fisheries, while a heavy duty is imposed on the 
fish caught by our fishermen in the same waters. 

Campobello.-From Indian Island I proceeded to Campobello, where the fisheric" arc 
prosecutcd with great vigor. The common herring is taken in large quantities in brush 
weirs, and are cured by smoking. In the best establishments, where care is taken, the 
herrings put up are scarce inferior to the celebrated Digby herrings. A larger species of 
this fish, very fat and of fine flavor, called "Quoddy Herrings" are taken in drift ncts 
in autumn; these are salted and packed in barrels, and when well cured they are esteemed 
by many as superior to the Labrador and celebrated Lochfine herrings. Cod, pollack, 
haddock and hake are taken by line-fishing and generally dried. There arc several vessels 
engaged in the fi8hcries owned in this island; in the summer they go to Grand l\lanall <llId 
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the Nova Scotia Shore for herring, cod and mackerel, to St. Gcorge's Bay in winter for 
herrings, and sometimes to the Tuskets, the Magdalen Islands and even to Newfoundland. 

While there I had an interview with Captain J. J. Robinson, R.N., and John Farmer, 
Esq., Deputy Treasurer, whose information on the subject of the fisheries is extensive. 
They are of opinion that some regulations should be made respecting weirs, as disputE's 
often arise in consequcne of building weirs in front of those already built, by which the 
original weirs are rendered useless. They are strongly of opinion that fishing with the 
"bull-tow" or set line, as practised by American fishermen, was very destructive and 
should be rigidly prohibited. They informed me that the catch of fish this season would 
not exceed one-third of the quantity usually taken. I am indebted to the courtesy of John 
Farmer, Esq., for the following Statement, which he was at considerable pains to procure 
and compile;-

The following Statement shews the number of men, boys, and boats employed in shore 
fisheries of Quoddy Bay, belonging to the inhabitants of Campobello, in the year 1867 ;-

Number Number I BOATS. I Boxe. Barrels Barrels Quintals Quintals Gallons 
of of --1------ Total. Smoked Pickled Pickled Dry 

120to 18to 14 to .,. Dry Cod. Oil. 
Men. Bo: •. 2Heet.20f.et.'18feet. HerrlDg. Fish. Hernng. Pollack .• 

--:-1-:- -:-1--:- -:;- -'~I-;;::-I--:-I~;;-~1-2:- 4406 

VALUES. 

Smoked U.rring ......................... @ $0 20 per box ..••.•.........•..••••..••..• , ••.•....• $16,046 80 

Barrelled Herring ........................ @ 4, 00 per barrel.... .................. ...... ........ 6,260 00 
Pickled Fish ................................ @ 2 50 per barr.I.................. ......... ......... 2,187 00 
Dried Pollack .............................. @ 2 00 per quintal ................................. . 

Dried Cod ............................ ., .... @ 4 00 per quintal. ................................ .. 

Oil ............................................. @ 0 60 per gallon .................................. . 

5,264 00 
840 00 

2,644 00 

$33,241 00 

The following vessels are owned or chartt'red in Campobello, and employed in the 
Newfoundland Herring Fishery, in the year 1867 ;-

Owner or Charterer. Name of Vessel. Tonnagel Men.l:e~~~:I~. -~ Value. 

-.---------1-
1
--

Lorenzo Wilson ............ "jCordelia ....................... 1 138 12 1},700 I 
Do ............... , Heb. ...... ........... .. ......... 92 9 2,100 
Do .............. IAnn Leonard.................. 90 8 1,100 
Do ................ Z. A. Paine ......... ......... 100 9 1,400 

I -42"0" ---as-I 6,30B ... :@ $4 per barrel, $25,200. 

Total value of Boat Fisbery .................... .......... ................. ........ .................. $33,241 00 
Do Ves.el do .................... .................. ......... ......... .................. 25,200 00 

Total...... ...... ...... .... ........... .. ....... ............... ...... $58,441 00 

J. FARHEIl, 
Deputy Treaaurcr. 
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Grand Jllallan.-I visited this island on the 1st October, inspected several of the 
principal fishing stations and cnring establishments, and conversed with a Dumber of the 
principal inhabitants engaged in the several modes of fishing. Cod, pollack and hake, aJ;ll 
taken with hook and line, and herrings in brush weirs, of which there are 32 on the 
island. Within the last two years a process of extracting oil from hetrings by pressure 
has been introduced, and ha~ been carried on ·to a greater or lesser extent during that 
time, in all the islands I visited. The process is as follows :-The herrings are first salted in 
huge vats, they are then boiled in large boilers, and the oil is pressed from the mass by 
the applicatiou of powerful screws. It is worth about 60 cts. per gallon. The refuse, 
after all the oil is extracted, is called pumice, and makes a fertilizing manure, not inferior 
to the best Peruvian Guano. When fresh this pumice is destitute of smell, but after lyin~ 
in a maES for a short time, chemical action commences, and large volumes of ammoniacal 
gasses are evolved j the smell is then somewhat offensive, and the atmosphere in the 
neigbborhood of these establishments is by no means pleasant. Upham J. Treat, Esq., of 
Eastport, was the introducer of this process. He has a large fishing establishment on 
Treat's Island, between Eastport and Lubec, in connection with which are cxtensive 
arrangements tor preparation of thid fish-guano. :VIr. Treat purchascs most of the raw 
pumice produced in the various fishing establishments of Grand Manan, Indian and Deer 
Islands and Campobello, for which he pays about $5 a ton. Hc mixes with it, a proportion 
of ground gypwm, whieh fixes the gases j it is then dried and ground in a mill, when it 
is ready for application as a manure. It is extensively used in the agricultural districts 
of the New England States, and Mr. Treat ships large quantities of it to various places. I 
had an interview with Loranzo Drake, Esq., the Warden for the district, who is of opinion 
that the weirs havc a most injurious effect on the fisheries, by taking immense quantities 
of small herrings from three to four inches long; theso are pressed for the oil, and since 
the introduction of this proccss, the fisheries generally had fallen off seriously. 'I'he line 
fishing for cod, pollack aod hake, was injured by lessening the supply of food, which 
attracts them to our shores, and the net fishing was ruined by the weirs taking all the 
small fish before they had t.ime to mature. Previous to the pressing of oil, the weirs had 
to open their gates, and allow the small fish to escape, but now fish of all sizes, down to 
the sizc of the thumb, are taken and consigned to the pot. i\Ir. Drake was of opinion that 
a tax of $i5 or !lIDO on each weir would have the effect of lcssening their number, as 
none but those in the most favorable positions would be continued, and these could well 
afford to pay the tax j the improved line-fi8hing would soon give ample employment to 
those thrown out of work, and the tendency would be beneficial to all. Mr. John Hartt, 
a very intelligent trader, formerly, but not now, concerned in the fisheries of the island, 
stated that the herring fishing, as now pursued, and the extraction of oil, was more profit. 
able than under the old system, and he thought a tax on the weirs would have a tendency 
to depress cnterprise. New localities wcre constantly being tried at large expense, and 
frequently weirs were built and abandoned, without returning the cost of their con­
struction. He was of opinion that a rigid protection of the spawning grounds at 
Southerll: ?ead, and the enforcement of the regulations regarding " gurry" were all that :-
was requIsite. 

Mr. Drake stated that formerly, when "driving" and net-fishing were the means 
employed in the herring fishery, the take of fish was much larger, and the line fishers had 
no difficulty in procuring bait, but now they had to depend in a great measure on the 
weirs, which charged 40 to 50 cts. a bushel for bait. On the other hand it was contendetl. 
that" driving" destroyed, comparatively with the catch, as many small herrings as the 
weirs, and that instead of these being an injury they were a convenience to the line fishers 
and provided them with bait, more cheaply than they could procure it otherwise. It wa~ 
statcd that betwcen two and three thousand dollars had been paid, this season, for bait by 
the Cape Ann fishermen. 

I conversed with ~Ir. Bencraft, an intelligent weir owner at Bencraft's Point; with 
J. Wilford Fisher, Esquire, who owns a large establishment at High Duck Island; with 
Mr. Hamilton, who owns several weirs on Whitehead Island; and with a number of practi­
cal fishermen engaged in both weir and line.fishing, and almost everyone ef them expressed 
different and conflicting opinions. The only point upon which they agreed was in throw­
i/lg blaJIle from 0lle ~o the other, The line fishers charged the weirs 1Titl1 rllinin!rtb~ 
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fisheries, and the weir fishers retorted the charge by assertinO' that the practice of throwinO' 
" gurry" or offal on the fishing grounds, not only destroyedOthe line-fishing but drove th~ 
herrings out of the coves and harbours. 

This throwing over of " gurry," as the heads, bones, and intestines of fish are tech­
nically called, was the subject of loud complaint among all. Mr. Drake said he found 
it utterly impossible, by the utmost vigilance, to put an effectual stop to this violation of 
the law. The facilities for throwing over "gurry" in the uight were so great, that he 
could not detect tho offenders, and while he admitted the destructive ('ifects of the practice, 
he could only deplore his want ot' power to control it. 'rhe consequences are, without 
doubt, highly detrimental to the fisheries, and these are the more to be deplored. as the 
greatest offenders arc American fishermen, who not only encroach on our fisheries, but are 
most active in destroying them, by "bull-tow" fishing and throwing over their" gurry" 
indiscriminately. The effect of the practice seems to be this-the back bones are gorged 
by codfish, haddock and hake, and either kill them or render them totally valueless as 
food, and not worth the salt to cure them. The intestines and heads sink to the bottom, 
become decomposed, and give off an oil which is so offensive to the herrings that they 
will not approach the shores thus contaminated. Intelligent Americans stated to me 
that the most active cause of the destruction of the coast fisheries of the New England 
States, was this practice of throwing over "gurry" indi~criminately, and there is not the 
least doubt that persistence in it will be followed by the same result on our shores. If a 
regulation could be passed, making it imperative on fishing vessels to deliver their 
" gurry" on shore, to persons who would receive it for making guano, or for composting, 
this evil might be ch8cked to a great extent. Mr. Drake stated that he would willingly 
receive and take charge of all that was brought to him, and would even pay a small price 
for it for these purposes, and no doubt others, in different localities would do the same. 
Saint Andrew's Bay was once frequented by hrge quantities of herring, cod, pollaek, 
haddock and hake, but in consequence of the vast quantities of' small herrings that used to 
be left in the weirs to die, and were then sent floating off on the ebb tide, combined with 
the practice of American fishermen of throwing over their" gurry" and, when camping 
on shore to clean and cure their fish, of leaving it on shore at Iow tide, the bay has been 
almost entirely deserted by fish of all kind"; the herringR were driven off by the effect of 
the" gurry," and the larger fish finding their food gone followed them to other localitie~, 
I was informcd that during the last year or two they are returning to this once favorite 
haunt. If this be true, it is (0 be hoped that these illegal practices will not be resumed, 
and the utmost care should be taken to secure its prevention. 

There was but one opinion expressed by all with whom I conversed on the subject of 
the spawning ground at the Southern Head of Grand Manan; all agreed that this was the 
great nursery of the Herrin!!; Fishery in the Bay, ~nd upon its protection depended the 
very existence of fish of all kinds in the .Bay. The herrings resorted to this place to spawn, 
and fish of' other kinds are attracted by the abundance of food furnished by the young 
herrings. 

I had an interview with 1\1r. Robert Stevens, the officer sent to protect the Southern 
Head, and he corroborated the information I had already received fro:u other sources, that 
when he first entered upon that duty hc mct with all kinds ot opposition from the poachers 
who frequented the place; hi3 boats had been broken and sunk, and the house in which 
lIe boarded had been burnt to the ground in the attempt tor!irive him from his duty. He 
had found it impossible to induce any onc rc,iding neaf the place to board and lodge him, 
for fear of a like result, and he had been obliged to take up his residence at. the northern 
part of'the Island in the only honse that would conseut to accommodate him. From this 
plac3 he went in an open boat, and the duty was an unpleasant and arduous one, necess­
itatinO' great exposure and much hardship. He had two mcn as assistants, aOlI by dint of' 
great "'firmness and fearlessness in the performance of his duty to the best of his ability, he 
had been partially successful in the object of his mission, but he found it utterly impossible 
with the limited means at his command to do this as effectually as the interests ot the 
fisheries required. In moderate weather only, could he ",isit the place, and during the 
close season it requires constant attention. A comfortable vessel of suitable size, suffi­
ciently manned, in which the officer and his men could live in all kinds of weather, 
and in which he could cruise about among the islands and fishing groullds, and enforce the 
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law respecting the close I [me at the Southern Head, and the regulations respecting the 
deposition of "Gurry," and the use of " set lines," is absolutely necessary to th~ effec­
tual protection of these Fisheries. This vessel could also enforce the law respectIDg the 
encroachment of foreigner~, and could be usefully employed in the Light-house service of 
the Bay, which at present involves considerable expense. It could also enforce any regu­
lations which may be made respecting drifting for salmon outside Partridge Island and 
down the bay, which I consider it absolutely necessary to regulate in some manner. The 
encroachments of American fishing vessels on our coast, and on our best fishing grounds, 
was a subject of loud complaint in all the places I visited; and the utter disregard of all 
the regulations of the Province manifested by them was the cause of great inj ury to the 
fishing grounds and of growing discontent among our fishermen. The employment of such 
a vessel as I have recommended is absolutely required to abate this evil. In Grand l\ianan, 
as well as in most other places that I vi~ited, the South-west Branch of the Miramichi and 
the upper waters of the St. John especially, the Magistrates aFe too few and too far apart to 
enahle the Wardens to act promptly. Before application can be made for a warrant to 
arrest offenders they are out of reach, or the evidcnce of their offence is removed. I think 
it would be advisable to give greater power to the Fishery Wardens to enable them to act 
in a more summary and effective manner. In most cases, perhaps in all, they should be 
invested with the anthority of a Justice of the Peace. The Officer in charge of the vessel 
in particular should have this power, to enable him to act efficiently. 

I am indebted to Mr. Stevens for the following statement, which he believes to be a 
close approximation to the quantity and value of the catch in Grand Manan this season :-

300,000 Boxes Smoked Herrings, @ $0 25 per box ...•...... $75,000 00 
2,700 Barrels Pickled Herrings, @ 2 50 per barreL..... 6,875 00 

3i/,000 Quintals Dry Fish .......•. @ 2 00 per qnintal...... 70,000 00 
130,000 Gallons Oil. .............•... 0) 50 per gallon....... 65,000 00 

800 Tons Pumice ............... 0) 5 00 per ton......... . 4,000 00 

$220,875 00 
The produce of West Isles is generally reckoned at about 

three-fourths of that of Grand Manan, which will be...... 165,657 00 
If to this be added the take at CampoLello, up to the 1st Oc· 

tober, 1867, which is not more than two-thirds of the 
usual catch......... .... ..•.. .... .......... ..... ................... 58,441 00 

The total will be ........••....•......... : •• $444,973 00 

Between Le Teta and Point Lepreau there are numerous bays and inlets, of which 
L'Etang, Beaver and Lepreau Harbours are the principal. In all these fishing is pursued 
in connection with fa~ming, most of. the fishermen owning or occupying farms. Cod, 
pollaek, hako and hernng are caught ID them all, hake being the most abundant, althouo-h 
in winter herrings enter some of them in vast numbers, and are taken in set nets. C~d 
are taken in the sp~ing and autumn, pollack during the summer, hake from July till 
November, and herrtngs more or less all tha year.. The principal fishino- station is at 
L'Etang I&land, where there are a number of weirs. .. 
. ~rom Lepr~au to the Harbour of St. John, the coast is rugged and rocky, and the 
IOh.abltants f~w 10 n~wber. There are a number of harbours aud inlet., the principal of 
whICh are Dipper, Chance and Musquash Harbours. There are no regular fishino- estab­
lishments, but. the settlers combine fishing with fUIl1ing. The principal market °for the 
fish caught beIDg the Harbour of St. John, to which they are gE<nerally brought fresh. 
Cod, hadd"ck and herrings, are those principally caught. The fishermen from St. John 
fish all the way down the coast for cod and herring, and during the summer drift for 
8almo~, .of which th~y take vast ~umbers. The principal part of the fall shad are taken 
~y drtftlDg along thiS coast later In the scason, when the fish are on their way to the feed­
lUg grounds at the ~ead of the bay. This part of the coast, far above Lepreau, is also 
frequented by Amertcan fishermen, and the "bull-tow" or set-line is used by them far 
inside the treaty limits. 
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The Pctitcodiac.-From St. John I proceeded to Salitibury and inspected this river 
with a view of ascertaining whether any salmon yet frequented it. The lower part of the 
river is muddy, but abJve the flow of the tide the water is very clear, and flow,.; 
swiftly over a rocky and gravelly bcd, forming a snccession of alternate quiet pools and 
dancing rapids. Formerly large numbers of salmon resorted to the head waters to spawn, 
and also ascended the Pollet River, one of it~ tributaries. I ascertain cd that for many 
years but few salmon have been seen in the river, and these have been pursued and killed 
with persistent zeal. 'fhe same destructive propensity which characterizes the dwellers on 
on the Kennebeeasis and Hammond Rivers seems to animate the people in this lleip:hbor­
hood. I saw several salmon that had been speared in the river, just below the residence 
of Alex. Wright, Esq., and that gentleman informed me that more or less are killed every 
season. 1'here is a dam owned by Hugh DaVldson, Esq., over the Pollet River, in which 
there is no fish-way. Salmon are yet taken below the dam, and as this stream is admirably 
adapted for bneding, and is very sparsely settled, t.he fish would have a fair chance to 
multiply if they could ascend above the dam. A8 this is the only river at tha head of the 
bay now frequented by salmon, I think it well worthy of some vigorous efforts to restore 
it, and to that end I wonld recommend that all fi.;hing be prohibited for a number of 
years, and that to kill a solmon in any manner be deemed a penal oflence. Nothing short 
of this extreme measure will save from utter extermination the few fish that sti:l resort to 
to this river, and all hope of restJring the only sCllmon stream in this ~ection of the Pruvince 
will be lost. 

From Salisbury I proceeded to DOl'chester and Hopewell, to get some information 
respecting the valuable shad fisheries of the head of tbe Bay. The shad caught there 
are, perhaps, the fattast and best in the world. They appear to resort thither to teed upon 
a peculiar worm or slug very abuudant in the extensive mud fiats and banks that abound 
in the npper part of the Bay. 'i'hat they do not ;:0 there to spawn, would appear from 
the fact that it is unusual to find any spawn in the shad canght there. They appear ab, ut 
the middle of June, and are taken till September; the htest fish are the large~t, lattest 
and best. Many intelligent men there are of opinion that I,fter depositing their spawn in 
the various rivers of our c,)ast, they betal,e themSElves to the mud fiatg to feed and recruit. 
1\lr. Black, an old shad fisher who resides at Dorchester, informed me that when spring 
shad in St. John Harbour were plentiful the catch in Dorchester Bay in autumn is alway" 
large. Mr. George Buck was also quite certain that the autumn shad of Dorchester Bay 
were fish that had spawned in the SI. John, or SO!l~e other river lower down the coast, ana 
had come to tbe m ud flats to feed and recruit. Tho fish first taken are not so fat as those 
taken later, and the longer they are on the flats the larl1:er and futter they becume. 

This fishery com:l.ences above Cape Enrage, and is pursued with more or less vigor 
from that point to ~tony Creek on the Petitcodiac River, and to the oxtreme heaLl of 
Cnmberland Basin. From Stony Creek to Shepody River shad are principally taken 
by drifting, with nets of 4t to f> inches mesh, by which means the largest sized fish are 
caught. Between these points there are not many weirs, although I saw quite a Dumber in 
Shcpody Bay. The shad taken in the weirs are generally of 11 smaller size than thoso 
taken in the nets, and such large numbers of very small ones are destroyed in the weirs 
that many intelligent men arc of opinion that these should be abolished, 'fho fishing 
season was over at the time of my visit, and all the weirs I saw were partially broken down, 
conaequently I could not, by personal inspection, form an accurate op:nion on this subject, 
but as I was inform(,d that no provision is made in any of them f0r the release of small and 
worthless fish, it is 11 question for grove euo,;ideration whether they should not be prohibit­
ed and the shad-fishing confined to nets of a suimble sized mesh. 

From the mouth of lUemramcook River to Cape Maranguin, bl'U~h weirs and stake­
nets are the modes employed to take shad, as there is not good shelter on that side for the 
boats necessary in drifting. From lUaranguin to the head of" Cumberland Basin bo~h 
stake and drift-nets are employed on the New Brunswick side, and I was informed that on 
the Nova Scotia shore the whole of the extensive mud flats was covered with I'icket-nets. 

There was no mode of getting any reliable statistics except by going round alllong 
the various fishermen and ascertaining the catch of each, and as my time was very limited 
and this would have occupied several days, I was reluctantly compelled to ab an dOli the 

*3 
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attempt. [ learned, however, that there had been no apparent falling o!f in the numbers of 
fish for many years. In] 850 the value of the shad caught and cured III the upper part of 
the Bay of Fundy was ascertained to be $22,548, aud this 'was bel.ieved to be under rather 
than over the actual value, as it did not include the desultory fi,hlDg, nor that below Cape 
Enrage. These figures would show that the fishery is of great importanlle and well wor.thy 
of preservation by i udicious regulations. I regret m uch that the shortness of the tIme 
allowed me to co~plete the uut] assigned, precluded the po~sibility of a mor~ thorough 
enquiry by meacs of personal interviews. with the principal fishermen, to ascertalll whether 
the weirs and picket-nets are as destructIve to the fish as some respectable persons alleged. 

From Hopewell Capc I wcnt to Upper Salm?n River, wh!ch e~pties into Enrage 
Bay. This is a considerable strcam, and as there IS no obstructIOn at Its mouth nor any 
on the river that salmon cannot surmount, it is still frequented by large numbers. They 
are netted and speared on thc spawning grounds to a large extent, consequently are rapidly 
becomicO" less numerous. I was credibly infurmed that not fewer than 1,000 salmon were 
this sea~on taken by nets and spears in the upper reaches of the river; if this is allowed 
to continue the stock must soon die out. There is every facility for netting at the mouth 
of the river, and the fish that succeed in getting into the stream should be allowed to 
spawn unmolesteu. Fishing above the bridge should be strictly prohibited, as the stream 
is small, and should be considered rather a nursery for fish than a place for catching them. 
If this were the case the number taken at the mouth would Roun far exceed all that are 
now taken in the whole course of the stream. 

There is quite a large shad fishery at the mouth of this river by means of a brush 
weir, which is built by the settlers in the neighborhood as a joint concern. There are 
lourteen shares, and each share is entitled to a tide, which is taken in rotation, and each 
Ehare gets from six to eight barrel~ of shad in the season. 

I had an interview with John Alcorn, Esq., J.P., and Warden for the Parish of 
Alma, I found him an intelligent man, with vcry enlightened ideas on the subject of the 
fisheries. He had not received any instructions since his appointment to the office, 
consequently he did not feel in a position to act. As Mr. Alcc.rn resides very near Salmon 
River, and takes a re:..! interest in its preservation, I anticipate the very best results from 
his appointment. 

Point Wolf River was next visited. ·'I'his is a considerable river, and formerly 
was the best ~almon stream on this part of the coast, but a mill-dam, a short distance from 
i.ts mouth, has rendered their. ascent all but impossible. At highest tides, during a 
lreshet, a few fish may accomplIsh the leap, and the fact that they still ascend to the basin 
below the dam, is e~idenee that this has been the case. I called on Gideon Vernon, Esq., 
the owner of the mIll, who was fortunately at the place and conversed with him on the 
propriety o~ pla~i~g a fish-way in the dam. ~e ad~itted the necessity of this, and 
e~p~essed hiS wIllIngness. t.o comply. ~s ~h:re IS no difficulty in erecting a pass at a 
tflllIng cost, and WIthout InjUry to thc mIll, It IS to be hoped that next season will not pass 
without its being provided. 

Goose River is soma miles below Point W olr. At its mouth there is a harbour into 
which small vessels can enter and lie in safety. Salmon uspd to ascend this river, but 
cannot now l!ass a dam owned by Allan Otty, Esq. They still frequent the basin, and a 
fish way, whICh could very easIly be put in, would enable them to ascend aud restock the 
river. Therc is anoiher consider::bl~ stream emptying into the basin, which is also barred 
by a daDl. If a fish-way were supp!Jed here, there is no doubt that salmon would still 
ascend. 

Goose ('I"('rl~·, a few miles below, has a dam without a fish-way, and from all I could 
learn t~e stream IS totally deserted. The mill is owned by the Messrs. Prescott, and the 
want of a pass has, I fear, effectually depopulated this stream althouO"h salmon formerly 
3sceucled it in large numbers. ' " 

. L£ltle 8'~lmon R'iver is a considerable stream. There is a dam over this river near 
Its mouth whICh bars th~ passage of salmon that formerly ascended it. This stream is also 
deserted, no salmon havlUg been seen for some years. 
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Long Beach, between Little and Great Salmon Rivers, is a long gravel bar which runs 
out into the bay and is bare at low tide. Within the bar heaings are sometimes abundant, 
and there is good line-fishing some distance from the shore, but neither fishery is pursued 
to any extent, although there is no doubt a remunerative business might be done if pro­
perly followed. 

Great Salmon River, some miles above Quaco, is a large stream running swiftly 
between preoipitous banks whioh rise to a great height. At the mouth there is a dam on 
which are two large mills, and auother some distance above. Both are without fish­
ways, consequently this rinr which took its name from the abundance of salmon that 
frequented it is, I fear, nearly depopulated. Some fish still ascend to the dam, and if an 
immediate passage is provided the river may be saved from total destruction. There is 
every facility for the erection of sufficient passes without injury to the mil\s, and their 
immediate provision is the only hope of the river; another season may be too late. The 
mills are owned by William Davidson, Esq., of St. John. 

At Quaco fishing is not pursued to any great extent, although off the heads cod, pol­
lack: and haddock are plentiful and would be remunerative. Herrings are taken in shore 
in nets and weirs, but not much attention is paid to fishing by the inhabitants; and the 
want of shelter from severe gales prevents fishing vessels from frequenting the roadstead. 
The want of a breakwater during south-easterly gales is much felt, and its erection would 
render this a safe and welcome harbour of refuge for all vessels navigating the upper part 
of the bay. If ever this is erected I have no doubt that fishing establishments will spring 
up. There can be no question they would prove remunerative, as cod, pollack, haddock, 
halibut, herrings and lobsters are abundant all along the shore from Quaco to Cape 
Spencer. 

Teigmnouth, commonly called Ten Mile Creek, is a considerable stream. The entraneo 
to the harbour is very narrow, and although there are from 16 to 18 feet of water at high 
tide, nt low water the harbour is dry. There are two dams over this stream, one about a 
mile from the mouth, the second about a mile and a half. Salmon sometimes get over the 
first darn, but the second forbids their further ascent. They still ascend to the first dam, 
and would soon restock the stream, if a passage were provided in the dams. The mills 
are owned by J. F_ Parker, Esq. 

Gardner's Creek, some distance below Teignmouth, i~ a small stream, but one very 
prolific of salmon. As usual a dam without a pass now prevents their ascent to their old 
epawning places, and unless it be speedily provided, the salmon in this stream will become 
extinct. Herrings, cod and haddock are taken near the mouth, the latter being very 
numerous during summer. Mackerel are sometimes taken in the herring nets, and lobsters 
abound in vast numbers. 

Emerson's Creek is but a short distance below the above, and the same description 
applies to it, not omitting the invariable dam without a fish-way. 

Black River is a considerable stream, some miles above Cape Spencer. It was 
formerly a fine salmon stream, but is now entirely deserted, the cause being the want of a 
fish-way in the dam, lately owned by the firm of Power & Hawkes, near its mouth. The 
lumber on this stream has been almost exhausted, and in a few years this mill will be idle 
for want of logs. Had there been a fish-way in the dam, as there should have beeu at its 
first erection, the progeny of the salmon that are now extinct would have been a source of 
wealth for all time to come, and the property of every man in its whole length would 
have been more valuable in consequence. It is matter of regret that the selfishness of one 
or two individuals has been permitted to affect the interests of so many, and it is still more 
to be regretted that th" same cause, which is fast producing the same result, is permitted 
to exist in so many other instances as this Report has pointed out. 

Mispeck River, which drains Lock Lomond and the lakes connected with that large 
podyof water, is the first OODsiderablo stream that flows into the Bay of Fundy to the 
f~~~ll'ard of ~t, loho; It empties intp "port Simoncl8) P ~hOft cti~to.llce helow Cape Spencer. 
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This stream is admirably adapted to the habits and instincts of the salmon, which, previous 
t.o the erection of the dam at its mouth, spawned in the whole course of the stream, and 
even ascended into the lake, and made its way up several small streams which flow into it. 
Thomas Trafton, Esq .• of S(" John, an intelligent gentleman, who has ever taken much 
int<lrest in the Fisheries, was the con tractor for the erection of this dam, and he remembers 
when salmon were as plentiful in this stream as flies in sumllier. Now there is not one 
from its source to its mouth, Dor have any, for several years, been seen below the dam. In 
1851, when Mr. Perley made his Report, he stated that "some few salmon are yet caught 
in the port." These have since disappeared, and the last remnant. is extinct. Had a pass 
been provided in that year, and a fair proportion of fish been allowed to propagate 
unmolested, the river would now be as populous as lIlr. Trafton describes it to have been 
in his youth, and all these years since, it would have afforded a vast number of valuable 
fi.h, which it would continue to do for all time to come Like Black RiverJhis stream is 
now a!most destitute of timber, and its supply of logs will soon fail. As a mere nursery 
of fi.h, this stream would have been worth more to the Province, duriug the years it has 
been closed by the dam, than the mill and all the deals it has ever produced, to say 
nothing of what it would produce in all fncure time. It is matter of great regret that our 
Province has been so blind to the value of ~s magnificent fisheries. This stream is well 
worth restockiClg by artificial means, and the sportsmen of St. J oan are ready to do it at 
their own proper cost, if Government will enforce the law for its protection afterwards. 
As an experiment, I would respectfnlly suggest that the sole right of angling in this 
stream be granted to the man who will restock it. It is now tenantless-as no one can 
now catch a salmon in it, no wrong can be done anyone by granting such privilege, while 
the river will be a cap:tal nursery. The few fish that can be taken with rod and line, will 
not sensibly affect the numbers it will produce, and the public WIll derive all the benefit of 
a highly interesting process, and when the stream is restored it will furnish spawn and milt 
to restock other streams which will soon require to be restored by this means. The 
Governments of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts and Connecticut are BOW 

engaged in restocking the rivers of those States, and as a preliminary measure, have passed 
laws for opening the dams on the Merrimack and Uonnecticut Rivers by having fish-ways 
placed in them, and also in the dams across all rivers which were once frequented by 
salmon, trout, shad, bass and gaspereau. Fishways are already erected on the l\lerrimaok, 
and many thousands of salmon ova, obtained from our own much-abused )1iramichi, have 
be4ln pla'led in its upper waters, and I most respectfully commend the suggestion respect­
ing the restocking of the Mispeck to your serious cousideration. 

As the time to which I was limited had now expired, I did not visit the Nova Scotia 
Shore of the Bay of Fundy, where there are extensive and valuable fisheries, upon the 
present ~tate of which it is very desirable that reliablc information be obtained. 

I much regret the paucity of statistical information this Report presents, and in 
explanation would be~ to state that I found it utterly impossible on the rivers to ard\>e at 
any reliable result without waiting on every fisherman and getting his catch. At the head 
of the Bay the fishermen arc scattered over a large district, and to get any reliable data 
it would have been necessary to wait on each individual, and this I had not sufficient time 
to do. At West Isles my stay was very limited in consequence of the necessity of meeting 
the Packet for Grand Manan, which makes but one trip weekly. 

SUMMA-ItV, SUGGESTIONS AND GI<.:NERAL RE~IARKS. 

1. From the fOl'egoing Report, which is the result of personal inspeotion of every 
10'cality described, it will be seen to wbat an extent our Fisheries of all kinds have been 
neglected, and how neceBsarry it is that our l'ivel's and streams which arc the nursflries of 
the most valuable species of fish should bc opened to their ascent, and sufficiently protected 
to allow them to perfol'm the functions upon which not only their increase but their very 
cxiotence depends At present I am not aware that a single dam in the Province, except 
one at the mouth of the I,ittie River in Bathurst, owned by Monorable John Ferguson, is pro­
provided with a sufficient fish-pass, although the law requires that there shall be onc iu every 
dam where fish formerly ascended. As this is a matter 'of vital importance, involving 
the continuation of the species, I would respectfully suggest that an advertisement be 
immediately published in the Royal Gazette, and ill one newspaper of every County of t~~ 
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Provincc in whic~ a n.ewspaper is printed, calling upon every proprietor of a dam across 
any stream up whICh migratory fish formerly ascended, to have placd a sufficient fish­
pass in such dam previous to the 1st of May next ensuing, under the extreme pcnalty 
imposed by law, and giving notice that after the abovc date the extreme pcnalty will be 
inflicted for throwing ~Iabs, edgings, saw·dust or other mill-rubbish into any rivcr or 
stream rcsorted to by migratory fish. 

,. 2. The mode that has hitherto obtained of appointing Fishery Wardcns and Over-
seers of the Fisheries has been so loose and careless that in most instanccs these officers 
have been quite useless. Their appointmcnt has been published iD the RO.'Ial Gazette, 
and months have sometimes passed before they have received aoy instructions. They arc 
never sworn to the faithful p~rformance of their duties, and in Illost ilbtullces they are not 
only ignorant of these duties but also of the intent and meaning of thc law under which 
they are expected to act. In but two instances in the whole course of my tour of inspcc­
tiou did I find Wardens in possession of a Copy of the I.aw. As upou the Wardens 
dependH, in a great measure, the protection of all streams to which fish resort to spawn, 
the selection of proper persons, their formal appointment nnd swearing in, and their suffi­
cient instruction in the duties dcvolving upon them, are matters of the highest importance. 
At present they are wholly irresponsible persons, at liberty to do their duty or not at their 
own option, therc i~ no one to call them to account for neglect of duty, in most cases 
a variety of local causes prevail to make them wink at open violations of the law, and at 
present scarce any of them act until complaints are made to them. A" the depradators 
have all a mutual interest, they are not apt to complain of one of their order, consequently 
the few complaints that arc made generally spring from personal motives. privatc quarrcl, 
and petty jealousy; these, however, are the exception. 'fho8c Wardens who, alive to the 
importance of their fUIlCtions, arc sincerely anxious to enforce the law, find their hands 
tied by want of sufficient authority to act summarily. They have no power independent 
of the Magistrate; they cannot arrest an offeuder without summons issued by a Magistrate, 
and in many places they must go miles bcfore they eau reacl. onc. Offenders arc thus 
enabled to escape by thc delay, and in many instances the Warden is subjected to much 
useless labour and sometimes to much personal expense. If thc \Vardens were invested 
with enlarged powers to enable them to act in a morc summary manner, as is thc casc 
in Canada, they could enforce the law more effectually. In Canada they are, ex-0.tJicio, 
Justices of the Peace, and the system is found to work admirably. 

3. The extent to which fishing is pursued in the Harbour of St. J ohu and outside 
Partridge Island, and the persistent violatiou of the Fishery Laws, whether Civic or I'ro­
vincial, is a mattcr deserving serious consideration. The fisheries dependent upon the 
River St. John are of such vast importance that too much carc cannot be bestowcd upon 
their protection. There can be no doubt that of latc years thesc are visibly falling off, 
and in the opinion of old fishermen who can see the change that has Llccurred withiu their 
own recollection, they are decreasing at a rapid and rapidly accelerating rate. A rigid 
inquiry into this matter is loudly called for. Although drifting is very properly prohibited 
in the harbours and rivers of the Province, because, in consequence of the great number of' 
nets set from the shores, the fish oould rot possibly ascend if both shores and channels 
were closed by nets, still, from the peculiarities of the Harbour of St. John, in which, 
during freshets in the river, the fish are confined by their inability to ascend past Split 
Rock, and in consequence play about the harbour until the water has fallen, I do not 
think it would be advisable to prohibit the practice entirely, as the effect of such prohibi­
tion would be to enable the weirs to take the greatest portion of them to the great injury 
of thc poor fishermen who cannot buy a lot and erect a weir. Therefore, I am not pre­
pared to advise the total prohibition of drifting, but I think it should cease on the fift.h 
day of June for alewives or gaspereau, and on the fifteenth day of August for shad and 
salmon. On the river above the Falls no sbad, salmon or bass should be taken or fished 
for in any manner after that date. The custom has prevailed so lon~ that, whether legal 
or illegal, it has become as it were a right, and any radical change would no doubt be a 
cause of great dissatisfaction and hardship among a large class of poor and industrious men, 
whose livelihood depends upon this mode of fishing. Wheu couducted within the limitM 
!6bove stated I do not think it would be injurious to th~ fisheries, as a sullicient number of 
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fi5h could ascend to their spawning grouuds to keep up the stock, if the weekly close time 
is strictly enforced. This weelc(y close time, not only on the river an~ i~ the. har?o~n but 
everywhere in the bay outside, should he rigidly enforced, and all drIftlDg (If drIftIng be 
allowed at all) should cease from Saturday at sundown till Monday at Bunrise, and all set 
nets and weirs should be left open during that timc so that a sufficient number of fish can 
ascend the river to maintain the species. This close time has been found to be of the 
greatest importance in England, Scotland and Ireland, and its rigid observance ~as. done 
more to protect the fisheries of these countries than any other measure the Commlsslo~er8 
havc recommended. In this connection I would respectfully suggest that some regulatIOn. 
be enforced regarding the drifting outside the harbour and down the bay. I~ the pre~ent 
over fishing in the harbour is curtailed the fishermen will naturally cxtend their operations 
outside, and the evil will only be yemoved from one locality to another. I would therefore 
respectfully recommend that drifting be prohibited within two miles of the shore, from the 
Beacon to Point Lcprcau. 

4. In most all the lakcs and streams of the Province great damage has been done by 
sweeping them with nets for speckled trout, and taking these in all modes and at all 
seasons. Many of the best streams and lakes are now almost deprived of this fish, and the 
evil is increasing to a great extent. I would respectfully suggest that the Canadian Law, 
both as to the mode and time of catching trout, be made applicable to this Province. 

5. In view of t};e defective opcration of Section IS of the Fishery Act of this Pro­
vince, and Section 5 of the General Regnlations for the same, I would respectfully suggest 
that they be amended in such mode as to secure the object intended, viz., that the taking 
of salmon, whether by accident or design, shall cease at the time fixed by law, to which cnd 
no net, either killock or picket net, must be allow~d to remain set during the weekly close 
time, or after the legal time for catching salmon has expired, and that nothing shall be 
donc to practically diminish thc size of the mesh below five inches in extension, to which 
end a penalty must be attached to its infraction; in order to facilitate this all nets should 
be legally marked with the owner's name under pain of forfeiture. 

6. The protection of the Fisheries b3ing an object of such importance and the cost of' 
effectually doing it bein~ very considerable, it is a m3tter of some moment to inquire 
whence the funds are to be derived for this purpose. At present the persoDR who derive 
the immediate benefit of the River Fisheries expect the public to pay for their preserva­
tion. Those who enjoy the direct benefits of the Fisheries sb.ould contribute to their 
protection. There can be no doubt as to the fairness of the principle that those who are 
benefited by the protection should defray the cost iucurred. While it is admitted that 
the publio at large are interested in the protection of any article of food or commerce, and 
that they ~hould contribute to that object, still those, who to the greatest exter..t and in 
the most direct manncr derive the largest amount of benefit, should not expect to escape 
their fair share of the burthcn. The assessment principle in England, Scotland and 
J reland, of a rate upon tbe occupants of the fish cries and a tax upon all apparatus used in 
the ('apture of salnlOu, is found to work weIl and to give general satisfaction. I would 
respectfully suggeEt, in order to raise a fund to be applied exclusively to the proteotiou of 
the ltiver Fishcries, in addition to any grant or provision that Government may make fcr 
this purposc, that a tax of $10 annually be Icvicd upon all salmon- weirs or other engines 
lcgally employed in their capture. All with whom I conversed upon this subject admitted 
the fairness of the principle, and expressed their readiness to pay a tax if the rivers could 
thereby be protected. 

7. It is highly desirable that the once valuable Fisheries of the River St. Croix should 
be restored and protccted, and in order to do this it is necessary that uniform regulations 
should be made by the State of Maine and the Government of the Dominion. I would 
respectfully suggeet that measures be taken to secure such uniformity in the regulation, 
that may be adopted for the restoration and protection of that river. 

8. III view of the great importallCC of protecting the spawning ground at the southe' n 
head of Umnd i\Ianan, and in. any othel' localit.ies that may be discQvered iq the neighbor. 
~:ood;. ~nd of enfnrrinli the regulatioos tha~ ~l'ist or may be mad\! rei~aotill~ tbp de~ositil'~ 
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of "Gurry," and of preventing the encroachments of foreie;n fishing veesels upon the best 
grounds in our waters, I would respectfully suggest that a suitable vessel, properly 
manned and equipped, be placed at the cOlLmand of the Officer appointed for that purpose; 
and, that in addition to the performance of that important duty at Grand lI1anan, said 
Officer shall be required to supervise and protect tho Fisheries in the whole of the Bay of 
Fundy, giving particular attention to the enforcement of any rules that may be madc for 
the regulation of drifting outside of Partridge Island. It might be part of his duty also 
to see that navigation is not obstructed by weirs being built in such places as their presence 
would be likely to have that effcct. This vessel could also be employed in Light-house 
Service of the Bay, by which considerable expense would be saved in the Marine Depart­
ment. 

9. The Shad Fishery at. the Head of the Bay is of the greatest importance. As this 
is the only valuable fish that frequents these waters in numbers sufficient to make their 
pursuit an object, the regulation and protection of this fishery deserves careful attention. 
The difference of opinion between the net and weir fishers is so great, and the assertions 
of each are so conflicting that, with my prcsent information, I am unable to arrive at a 
satisfactory conclusion. Actual observation alone could justify rue in giving a decided 
opinion, and this I could not bestow ns the fishery season was over at the time of'my visit 
to the principal localities. A full investigation of the lllatter nrxt season, when the fish­
eries are in operation, is very desirable in order to enable me to form a reliable opinion, 
and recommend such measures as are best calculated to protect and perpetuate this source 
of Provincial wealth. 

10. As the protection of the extreme upper waters of the lI1iramichi is of great im­
portance in order to prevent the speedy depopulation of that river, with a view to put 
an immediate stop to the netting and spearing practised by parties from the St. John 
River, I would respectfully recommend that Mr. Hugh Miller, of Glassville, be appointed 
Warden for the district extending from Lewy's Falls to the head waters of the North and 
South Forks, and that he be clothed, ex-officio, with the power and authority of a lI1agis­
trate, with instructions to inflict the extreme penalty imposed by Section 2 of the General 
Regulation~, on all parties who may render themselves liable, by persisting in pursuing 
their iIlegal practices. 

ll. In view of the abuses which prevail on all the rivers of the Province, and the 
limited number of fish that succeed in depositing their ova unmolested, I would respect­
fully recommend that no permission be granted to any person to take spawn, or milt, or 
breeding fish from any of them for some years, or until such time as they oan afford to 
supply them without serious injury to the rivers. While the propagation of a valuable 
species of fish is worthy of all encouragement, as it is the direct production of wealth, still 
the Rivers of this Province cannot at present afford the supply of spawn and milt necessary 
for restoring a river. There arc many streams in Lower Uanada which can supply spawn 
and milt to a large extent without being injured, and I would respectfully suggest that 
applicants be sent to these rivers in preference to the rivers of this Province. I would, 
however, suggest that an exception be made in favor of any person who will offer to restock 
Mispeck River at his own expense, and in such case wonld recommend that he be allowed 
to procure the requisite quantity of impregnated eggs from the Upper Salmon River 
which flows into E1nrage Bay, commonly called Salisbury Cove j and that such person be 
restricted to eight (8) female fish and five (5) male fish, and that these shall not be taken 
by the spear, or in any other manner that will destroy the fish so taken. 

12. In view of the great destruction done on the spawning flats in Grand Lake, 
}Iaquapit Lake, French I.ake, Ocnabog Lake and the other lakes connected with them, I 
wonld respeotfully recommend that an additional section be added to the General Regula. 
tions, making it illegal to fish for gaspereau in these lakes after the 20th day of May. 

13. With regard to the weirs on Grand lI1anan, and their effect on thQ Fisheries there 
and in the neighborhood of that island, I would speak with some degree of hesitation. 
The opinions expressed by those with whom I conversed were contradictory, and in most 
qale. were ~o evidently dictated by interellt that I was thrown baok upon my own judgment 
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and I had to rely upon my own opinion. Notwithstanding all I heard to the contrarl;, I 
am clearly convinced that the weirs do great damage to the Fisheries generally .by takmg. 
vast qantities of small fish, wholly useless .for any purpose except to produce oil, and ?f 
this the very small ones must yield an iuconsiderable quantity, whoJly incommensurate In 

value with the vast destruction of fish, which, if allowed to mature, would be of greatly 
increased value, and would be almost certain to be taken at a subsequent season. Ail 
thiugs arc now conducted it is clear that the spawning grounds are protected almost 
I'olely for the benefit of the weirs, as these take them iu the largest quantities and of all 
sizes, down to two and three inches in length. It may be true, that as now conducted, 
since the introduction of the oil pressing business, the weirs arc more profitable th~n they 
were when they had to open their gates and allow the small fish to pass out; but thiS must 
evidently be at the expense of the general interests of the fisheries, because as the supply 
of food diminishes, so will the line fish, that are attracted by the vast shoals of young 
herrings. Now, the real question would seem to be-arc the spawning grounds sufficiently 
prolific to keep up the supply in spite of the weirs, so that the line fish may not desert the 
locality for wunt of food '( If not, then tbe weirs must do damage by destroying such vast 
quantities of small ones. There can be no doubt, that the continued drain, year after 
year, must diminish tbe supply; aUlI it is simply a question of time, how long the contest 
between the powers of the fish to multiply, and the capacity of the weirs to take them, can 
he continued. The 'iuestion is not a complicated one, but to arrive at a fair decision and 
suggest a remedy that will prote~t the fisheries, without needlessly interfering with priva.te 
enterprise, requires more information tban I couid acquire in the short visit I was 
compelled to make. The matter is one of importance, and deserves careful con9ideration, 
us the protection of the fisheries is closely connected with it. 

H. With regard to the applicability of the Fishery Act of Canada to this Province, 
I am strongly of opinion that it would be admirably adapted to the protection of our 
fisheriel'; but it would work a radical change in several matters, and practices which have 
long been the custom in New Brunswick. Its adoption would very materially curtail the 
time of legal fishing-in the case of salmon, to an extent that would Virtually prevent 
their capture at the time when they are most abundant. Salmon seldom enter our streams 
eurlier than the first of June, generally not earlier than the tenth or fifteenth. During 
the month of' July, after the 31st of which taking salmon is prohibited by the Canadian 
Act, the great run of' salmon enter the Harbour of St . .John, and the adoption of the 
Canadian Act would seriously curtail the catch in the upper parts of the river. The 
Canadian Act also confines the use of nets and other apparatus for taking salmon to the 
tidal waters, and there can be no doubt of the wisdom of this, if the protection of the fish 
is considered of more importance tban their capture after tbey bave become deteriorated 
in quality, as they invariably do after a short residence in fresh water. A great change 
takes place in their condition consequent upun their preparation for the great function of 
procreation, and althou£;h they lire not unfit for food until after this act has taken place 
still they are so much interior, as an article of food, ti,at their value is much lessened. 

But the custom of using picket. nets on all the rivers of the Province bas prevailed 
ever since its settlement, and has become SI) rooted that its abolition will be consitiered a 
great hardship by thosc who will be affected by its prohibition; still, as the proteotion ot' 
this fibhery i., of the utmost importance it is worthy of grave consideration whetber·this 
measure is not absolutely necessary to the very existence of these fisheries in the harbours 
and tidal water". 1\1y own opinion based upon long observation and a knowledge of the 
great decrea," in the numbers of' fish tbat now succeed in reaching their spawning grounds, 
and tbe limited number ihat are allowed to deposit their ova. unmolested, is that this 
measure if not now absolutely necessary, will assuredly become so in a very few yea.rs,and this 
opinion is sbared by all who are a.cquainted with the facts upon which it is based. The 
ri vers of the New England States have become depopulated by practices which all sensible 
men deplore, and we should take measures in time to prevent a similar result in our waters 
which, fortunately, are yet frequented by salmon, trout, shad, basse and gaspereau. 'Vhen 
it is considered that the fish taken bigh up in the streams and rivers are very inferior to 
tbose caught in the tidal wateril, and of much less value as food, and that they are a.bout 
to perform llie functions upon which the species depend~, the question will resolve itself 
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into this,-Which is most preferable, that the inhabitants on the upper waters of our riverR 
sllould forego a oustom whioh has o.me to be considered a right, or that the Province shall 
be deprived of the vast wealth that arises from our fisheries? In the event of my opinion 
being shared by yourself, and if, after mature consideration, it be deemed advisable to make 
the Canadian Act applicable to the other parts of the Dominion, there are one or two 
points in which special provision will have to be made to fit that law to these Provinces, 
but in its main features, the terseness of its sections, the simplicity of its verbiage, and the 
clear and perspicuous language in which its provisions are couchp.d, making it almost im­
possible to evade them, I consider it admirably adapted to cpcure the object of ita enact­
ment-the effective Protection of the Fi.,her;e.-. 

15. In view of the general want of information that prevails regarding the state of our 
rivers and streams, and the laxity with which the laws, supposed to be necessary for their 
protection have been enforced, and in order to show the great necessity which exists fo)­
immediate and vigorous action, I would respectfully suggest that this Report, meagre and 
defective as it is, be printed, and 1000 copies circulated in this Province_ This would, 
I venture to hope, call attention to the matter, and secure the co-operation of the public in 
any measures that may be devised for the effective protection of what all are jntere~ted in. 

16_ In conclusion I would respectfully impress upon your attention the vast importance 
of our fisheries, and the absolute necessity of their protection. The Inmber of the Pro­
vince, which has hitherto been our great staple, is fast decreasing, anrl its exhaustion is 
only a question of time. When this period arrives, the fisheries will be our principal 
resource, and fortunately the propagative powers of fish are so great that their increase, if 
properly preserved, is bounded only by their supply of food, and h~re Providence has been 
peculiarly beuefioent-the supply of food is so vast in the depths of the ocean that there 
can be no fear of a scarcity. Fish arc absolute wealth_ They have an intrinsic value the 
moment they are lifted from the water, and yet their production and growth have cost 
man neither time nor labour. No other article of commerce is produced withont the expen­
diture of both. The Bay of Fundy, south of our Province, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
east of it, produces this wealth to an extent and in a variety snrpassed by no other waters 
in the world_ If our people have not hitherto availed themselves of their p;reat advantages, 
it is only because their limited capital has been employed in the other great staple, lumber. 
This has ever been, and will always be, fluctuating and uncerta.i.n, and muet, eventnally be 
exhausted. How important, then, is it to protect our other great staple, which will then 
be our only one. If protected it will exist for all time, or at least until some great opera­
tion of nature changes the features of our coasts. This Report, though only a partial one, 
will serve to show the condition of some of the most important of our fisheries, and the 
need that exists to use immediate and vigorous measures for their preservation, and r mo~t 
earnestly commend the whole subject to your serious attention. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ST. JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, 
28th October, 1867. 

NOTE_-Since the fir~t Rhcet of thiR report was in type, I havo had an intBrview 
with Alex. Gibson, Esq_, the enterprising owner of the mills on the Nashwaak River. 
.\IIr. G. stated that his reason for not placing a fish-way in the dam was a convictio.; ;hat 
fi!h had deserted the river long before he became proprietor of the premises. On being 
informel that there is a strong probability of the river being re-stocked if a passage is 
made, he expressed not only his willingness to provide a pass, but his earncsL wish to 
lend all the assistance in his power to bring about 80 desirable a result. 

*4 
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APPENDIX A. 
OTTAWA, 7th December, 1867. 

To the Minister of Marine and Fisheries; 
Sm,-While engaged in the duty assigned me in New Brunswick, I was repeatedly 

urged to call attention to the mode in which the Inspection Law in New Brunswick 
was carried out; but considering it foreign to the letter of my instructions, I did not think 
it right to allude to the matter in my general report. 

My attention has been called to the Inspection Law of Nova Scotia, which has lapsed, 
and recalling the numerous applications made to me during my official tour, I immediately 
called Jllr. Whitcher's attention to the absence of anything of that nature in the Canadian 
Law. To my great satisfaction he submitted to my inspection a Bill prepared by himself 
to meet the same difficulties in Canada. After a most careful examination, I cannot 
refrain from again expreosing my admiration of the thorough practical knowledge displayed 
by that officer, of all matters connected with the Department of the Fisheries. I have 
already expressed to you the high opinion I entertain of the general provisions of the 
Canadian Fishery Law, and I have no hesitation in saying that it will be very difficult 
indeed to improve upon it, as a general law for the Dominion, after the introduction of 
the words necessary to fit the various clauses to the new order of things, and to the 
different latitude of our rivers. This inspection law I find to be just as comprehensive, 
and shows a most intimate acquaintance with the evils it is designed to remove. 
• Mature consideration has convinced me that this subject forms a legitimate branch of 
the Fishery Department, and ought to be under its control. I have considered how this 
can be done without exciting any jealousy that might arisc among those who contend 
for the freedom of trade, and I find that lIIr. Whitcher's admirable foresight has antiei· 
pated this. Being a matter affecting trade, and as those engage? in commerce are admit· 
tedly the best judges of fitness and qualifications, thc Bill proposes to leave to the local 
Boards of Trade the examination of the chief officers, which will be a check upon ineffi­
cient appointments, without the special and necessary trade qualifications. Allow me to 
call your attention to the matter, and to ask your examination of ~lr. Whitcher's Bill. A 
moment's consideration will show you its important bearing, and the mode I have suggested 
will concentrate the authority of the Department, and keep down the number of paid 
officials., which of course is un object of great importance. 

With all submission I lay the folluwing remarks on the subject hefore you, begging 
your consideration of the whole matter, and hoping that my viewR, according as they do 
with the more mature experience of lIlr. Whiteher, will meet your approbation :-

Next in importance to the Protection of the Coast, Harbour and River Fisheries 
of the Dominion, is the character and quality of the fish exported. At present so little 
attention is paid to thc proper curing and packing of the several kind8 of fish, that their 
commercial value is greatly lessened. The fish caught on our coasts, and in our harbours 
and rivers are surpassed by none in the world as an article of food, but in consequence of 
carelessness in curing them, and of fraud in putting them up and branding them for 
exportation, both in New Brunswick and Nova 8cotia their high character has suffered, 
and their Jormer reputation has been lowered. 

In New Brunswiok there is an Inspection Law, but its wholesome provisions are not 
enforced. The Inspectors of Pickled Fish, and the Cullcrs of Dry Fish, are very remiss 
in the st,rict performance of their duties. 'fhey are responsible to no une, and many com­
plaints are constantly made that fish, wholly unfit for food, reccive the Inspector's brand. 
There was formerly an Inspection Law in Nova Scotia; but mistaken ideas of economy 
have allowed it to lapse. At the last Session of the,Legislature of that Province, a Peti. 
tion nvmerously signed by the leading merchants, for a return to Ihe system of official 
inspection was rejected . 

. In. consequence of these facts the character of our exported fish has greatly suffered, 
and It IS much to be desired that etepB should be taken to secure a proper inspection in 
both Provinces, and thus restore the high character to whioh our fish are justly entitled: 
Th,s measure could not fail to be attended by the best results, and would fost~1;' and 
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stimulate the fisheries, by securing their products a ready sale at a higher price than they 
now command in the principal foreign markets. 

The importance of this inspection wili be seen from the Appendix to the Repurt uf 
the British Commissioners, in which a number of memorials from leading continental 
merchants will be found, insisting on the continuance of the official brands upon Seotch 
herrings. ~ir. Alexander Miller, of Leith, in a letter to Geo. Trail!, Esq., ~l.P., remarks: 
" I consider that the abolition of the Fishery Boards, and of the official brands, would bc' 
a great calamity to Scotland, and I trnst you will be able to find means of averting such a 
blow." 

I would respectfully suggest that in order to remedy this serious def~ct in the present 
loose mode of inspection, a part of the duty of the Provincial Inspector of Fisheries shouln 
consist in the supervision of all Inspectors of Pickled Fish, and CLlllers of Dri",l Fish i 
that they should be made responsible to the Fishery Department, through him, for the 
faithful performance of their duties; and that any complaints made against them should be 
immediately and thoroughly investigated, and a report, including the complaint made, 
and the result of the investigation transmitted to the Minister of l\larine and Fisheries for 
action thereon. 

By this means I am of opinion that a fruitfnl source of complaint will be removed, to 
the great advantage of the fishing interests of these Provinces. I believe such a law exists 
in Canada, and I am convinced that its enforcement in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
will lead to the best results. 

T also think that the local overseers, in districts where Inspectors of pickled, smoked, 
or dried fish were required, might combinE' the duties of both overseer and inspectol' with 
advantage, as they would, in most cases, he on the spot, would have some knuwled;.;e of 
the mode in which the fish to be inspected were cured, and would be in a position to j ud~" 
of their quality, without the necessity, in every case, of repacking. This, I think, would 
secure a much-desired object in an economical manner, and without unnecessarily increas­
ing the number of paid officials in connection with the Department. 

Thnt a rigid inspection must be secured in some manner, I am convinced, not only 
from my own observation, but from the numerous requi~ition8 thr.t have been made to me 
by men largely engaged in the trade, to call attention to the matter in my report. 

The inspection of fish oils might also, with advantage, be included in any law that 
lUay be made on this subject. I would respectfully call your attention to the excellent 
Bill prepared by Mr. Whitcher, and read in the Canadian Parliament, on the 27th Muy, 
1864, which I humbly think contains all that is needed on the subject, and which is just 
as applicable to the Lower Provinces as to Canada. This might be mlde the basis of a 
general law, applicable to the whole Dominion,-as a general law is very desirable. 

APPENDIX B. 

To the Honorable P. MITCHELL, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa. 

SIR,-To shew yon the great importance attached by the English Government to the 
preservation and management of the Fisheries of Great Britain, which certainly are inferior 
ill importance to those of the Dominion, I may be excused for calling your attention to 
the following extracts from the Civil Service Estimates of Great Britain for the current 
year. I may remark that men of the first social standing, and of first class abilities do not 
consider the subject beneath their care. Dr. BUCKLAND has accepted the appointment of 
Joint Fishery Inspector for England and Wales, in the place of Mr. EDEN, whose impaired 
health forbade further labour on the field of his arduous official duties. lVIr. SPENCER 
W ALPOLE, SOD of the present Home Secret.ary, has accepted the place of Inspector lately 
rendered vacant by the death of Mr. W. J. FENNEL, whose attention to the duties of his 
office impaired his health, and h:i3tened his death. A salary of $-l,374 per annum, with 
about $600 more for travelling expenses, makes the situation attractive even to the son of 
a Cabinet Minister. 
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The estimates above referred to embrace the large sum of $112,717 to support the 
Fisheries Department. The following is a list of the officers, with the scale of salaries:-

England: Two Inspectors at $4,37-! each; Secretary to ditto, SI,944; travel~ing 
expenses, $1,458; incidental expenses, $361; First Commissioner, $2,430; Second ditto, 
SI,701; Third ditto (in addition to salary as a Commissioner for Ireland), $1,701; 
Secretary to ditto, $486; travelling expenses, S3,888; incidental expenses, Sl,215. . 

Ireland: Two Commissioners at $3,402, $1,701 respectively; Secretary to ditto, 
$2,430; Clerk to ditto, $486; Messenger to ditto, $252; travelling expenses, $2,430 ; 
incidental expenses, $1,215. 

The Scotch estimates provide $2,546 for the Secretary, $1,215 fur the General 
hEpector, anu salaries varying from $486 to $874 per annum to twenty.six Inspecting 
Officers, with miscellaneous expenses amounting to $26,730 for the year. 

There is also a separate Commission to investigate the pollution of rivers. It consists 
of a chief at a salary of $4,860, and two aids at 83,888 each, with travelling expenses to 
the tt-ne of $6,804. Their total funds for the year amount to $37,737. 

In additiou to these public expenditures, there are various private associations which 
c~pend some S20,OOO yearly; and '''' much more is raised from license fees and other 
",uree, towards protecting fish in the rivers of the United Kingdom. 

The "Thame~ A ngling Preservation Society" alone spends thousands of dollars in 
['ers"\·cl"in~ endeavor; to coax back into Father Thames the fishy natives which once 
iuh .. biteu his dirty waters. This plucky society has spent iu piscicultural experiments 
aut! oth~r similar ventures since 1862, a fabulous amount. Not less than 250,000 of the 
fry of fishes of different kinds have been placed in the obdurate old stream. Whether 
any uf the~e frisky youngsters have ever returned in their adolescent or adult fishhood to 
delight the palates of their mundane propagators, does not appear. 'Ve hear nothing of 
them at the plcasant luncheons which liberal members of this association so regularly 
enjoy at the Iled I.ion Hotel. 

The figures referred to are interesting. They contrast notably with the modest suws 
which foot up our Legislative grants to protect and develope the ti,;heries. Salaries of 
four or five thousand dollars downwards, make us ashamed almost to thiuk that in Canaua 
we too have toilsome men with scant assistance, wearing themselves out at rates of pay 
three-fourths less than joint Inspectors and duplicate Commissioners receive in Britaiu, 
with a host of efficieut aids and voluntary auxiliaries to lighten thcir task, while iu the 
Maritime Provinces $400 a year is the maximum salary allowed to Fishery Officer~. 
There can be no doubt of their great importance, nor of the necessity that exists for all 
immediate and vigorous superintendence of all relating to them, In the new Confedera­
tion it is to be hoped the fisheries will receive an increased share of Legi$lative and 
Executive attentiou. 

To show you the interest taken in the subject by the British Uovernment, I will call 
your attention to the following List of Parliamentary Inquiries into the subject of the 
Salmon Fishery alone. These reports, extendin~ over a period of only 37 years, have cost 
not less than £50,000 st~. They have engaged the attention of men of intelligence and 
experience, and to their labours may be attributed the present improved and flourishing 
state of this branch of the Fisheries of Great Britain. The same causes will produce 
equally good effects in the Dominion, and fortunately with us the evils complained of have 
not yet brought our rivers to the same low state in which those of Scotland and Jreland 
were when the Commission of Inquiry was issued. Judicious legislation and vigorous 
enforcement of the regulation9 that moy be adopted will prevent, in the Dominion, the 
state of thin,>;H which is fast approaching, and which the British Commissioners so much 
deplored :-

Report on Salmon Fisheries of the United Kingdom, printed 30th l\Iarch, 18~5. 
Spcond Report on the same, printed 3rd June, 1825. 
Report 011 Salmon FisherieR of Scotland, printed 30th June, 183li. 
Report on Salmon Fisheries of Ireland, printed 1836. 

Report of Select Committee, Salmon Fisheries of Scotland, House of Lords, printed 
1842. 
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Report of Select Committee on Irish Salmon Fisheries, printed 1849. 

Report of Committee on Tweed Salmon Fi~heries, 1857; Act passed, fixed engine, 
abolished. 

Report of' Committee on Tweed Salmon Fisheries, 1859, abolition confirmed. 
Report of Committee on Ness and Beauly Salmon Fisheries, 1860. 
Report of Select Committee, Hou~e of Lo;ds, printed, 1860. 

Report of Commissioners of Salmou Fisheries, England and Wales, printed, 186l. 
Report of Committee on Salmon Fisheries, Ireland, 18G:!. 

From the above you will observe the uniformity with which the Protection of the 
Fisheries was recommended, and their suggestions adopted. To this judicious legislation 
may be attributed the great improvement which has followed in every river, without ex­
ception, in which tbe law was enforced. The ill creased number of fish taken and the 
increased value of the rented fisheries proves that the harbours and rivers may be likened 
to farms, the better they are cultivated the more profitable are the crops, while the more they 
are neglected, fences allowed to fall down, and all kinds of encroachments upon their 
fields perrnitte<l, the sooner they go to ruin. Just so is it with these great and valuable 
farms comprised in our harbours and rivers, cultivate (protect) them and they will yield a 
rich harvest; neglect them, suffer poachers to violate all rules for their protection, allow 
will·dams to impede the paRsage of the fish, and spenrers to exterminate the farm stock on 
the spawning grounds, and the farms must speedily be unremunerative and, ere long, 
irretrievably destroyed. 

The great marine and fluvial farms possess sigual advantages over those on land. The 
former require no laborious preparation of the soil, no planting of seed, and anxious care 
of the growing crop. They require nothing but harvesting-the crop i;3 planted, reared 
lind matured by tlte han.d of bounteous Nature; all she requires i~ the undisturbed fulfilment 
or her beneficent functions; unmolested in these, she plants, rears and feeds countless 
millions of fish which have an intrinsic value tho moment they are captured. We have 
these farms to nn extent and of a quality unsurpassed in the world,-they have not yet 
been properly cultivated, but every description of inventive ingenuity has been employed 
to devllstate them. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. H. VENNING. 



APPENDIX. 

MR. MILLER'S REPORT. 

To the Honorable PETER }IITCHELL, 

1I1inister of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa 
S1R,-In compliance with instructions received from you, I beg leave to lay before 

you the following report ou the fisheries in the digtrLcL you have beeu plea~ed to assiO'u me 
commencing at the Restigouche River, and tracing the coast southward to the Mir;michi; 
In onc respect I havc been unable to comply fully with the spirit of your instructions, 
viz, in arriving at a correct e8timate of the value of the different branches of the fisheries. 
Taking the Salmon Fishery as an instance, we find large quantities of that fish caught upon 
the shores of the Bay Chalcurs and lIIiramichi are preserved by the hermetically sealed 
procel¥!, and sent directly to the United States Market., by the Railroad from Shediac to 
St. John, and from thence in the steambJats to Boston. Now, in forwarding these fish to 
Shediac no record of their shipment appears on the Custom House returns in the different 
ports of entry along the northern coast of New Brunswick, and the consequence is, that 
any person seeking to arrive at a valuation of that fishery, has to collect his information 
from private source~, whICh greatly vary in their estimates of value. 

Added to this, large quantities of " round" salmon, packed in ice or snow are sent to 
Shediac or the Canadian market in almost every steamboat leaving any of the above ports. 
As none of these fish are passed through the Custom House, it is impossihle to arrive at 
any reliable means of ascertaining their value, although their aggregate during the fishing 
season must amount to a large sum. Other branches of the fish business stand in the same 
position, in respect to gaining statistics of the real value of the fisheries along the coast. 
But there is also another difficulty experienced bV persons engaged in. collecting statistics 
relaiing to the fisheries. There seems to be a feeling of distrust among fishermen, respect­
ing all parties engaged in making inquiries about the business they are presecuting. 
This feeling in a great measure arises from a desire to avoid opposition, but operates 
seriously against persons desirous of acquiring accurate information. I have therefore 
been compelled to rely upon the statement of parties who have different interests to serve 
in the mode of conducting the fisheries, and who of c()urse were willing to screen from me 
anything connected with them, if it ministered to their interest. The figure9 that appear 
in this report, are, I am convinced, correct in tbe main. Trusting, however, that any 
deficiency that may exist in my report can be remedied by information from some other 
source, I proceed to the Restigouche River, which has three of its principal tributaries 
running into New Brunswick, viz :-The Upsalquitch, Quatam-Kedgewick (commonly 
called "Tom Kedgewick"), and the Mistouche or Patapedia. All these streams are 
favourite spawning grounds for salmon and abound with trout. From the sources of these 
branches, until you reach " Morris Rock," a short distancb below Long Island, the Resti­
gouche and its tributaries are under the superintendence of Mr. Alexander Chamberlin, 
who, acting in concert with Mr. John Mowat, the Warden, upon the Canadian side of the 
stream, has been enable~ in a great measure to prevent. poaching during the present year. 
Owing, however, to the extent of territory, over which he is Warden, it is almost impos­
sible to protect the fisheries as they should be, from the spear and sweep net. Mr. Cham­
berlin informed me that last season, whilst he was on duty upon the Restigouche, he met 
a party of IDen from the County of Victoria. The party had crossed the country by 
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portage, and were fully prepared with all the appliances for taking salm9n, being well 
provided with sweep nets, spears, &c. This one instance will illustrate the difficultie. 
expericnced by wardens in the exercise of their duty; for how is it possible to convince 
the poor settlers of the wrong they ate perpetrating in spearing salmon, wheu they find 
the practice encouraged by men holding high positions in the Province, and who, per­
haps, assisted in framing the laws, and were the first to engage in their violation. An­
other instance of spearing came under my notice, this season, when visiting the Resti­
gouche; a party of English anglers, strangers in the country, actuated with a spirit of 
curiosity to witness spearing, engaged in it one night, with their Indians, only one or two 
salmon were taken, and the injury to the fishery was, therefore, of slight importance; but 
whilst the trespass upon the law arose ~·om a simple motive, the result may be highly 
injurious to its proper observance in the future, as the moral snpport of such men in favour 
of tbe stringent law against spearing is altogether lost upon those who have assisted in its 
violation and acted under their instructions. Above the head of the tide, upon the Resti­
gouche, I found very few sets of nets for salmou; in this respect it differs materially from 
the streams upon both branches of the lIIiramichi, which are fished as far as there are 
settlers. The reason assigned by the people settled along the river and its branches, for 
not fishing as in the County of Northumberland, is that the fisb have no chance to reach 
tbem in sufficient quantities to warrant them in tbe expense of purchasing Dcts, on account 
of being caught among the islands, a ,hort distance above Campbclltown, and I have every 
reason to believe that such is the case. The fact that five nets only are to be found above 
the islands, where the law pcrmits them to be set is prima facie evidence that the fishery 
in that section of thc river is non productive; particularly when we know, that in the 
Miramichi, where the same law exists, every stream is netted almost to its source for 
salmon. 'fhere seems to be a general complaint among the settlers, above the tslands, 
that the r;ver is overnetted in that locality; this complaint coupled with the assurances o/" 
differcnt angl6rs who visited the various branches of the river during the present season, 
who complained of the scarcity of salmon, and ascribed that scarcity to the exccs~ive netting 
upon the river, leads me to the conclu,ion that if the salmon nets between Gerrard's 
Island, and the lower part of Long Island were reduced to a fourth of their present number, 
one of the principal sources of injury to the Restigouche .salmon fishery would be remedied. 

I have endeavoured in a sketch marked A, to furnish you with a slight idea of the 
portion of the river alluded to, and show the position of the nets paying taxes in that 
district. The islands are in general small, and the entrances between them shallow and 
narrow, presenting peculiar temptations to the fisherman to stretch nets from the shore of 
one island to another, which I have cyery reason to bclieve is not an uncommon occurrence, 
and can be accomplished with security from fines, on account of the size of the district 
under the supervisiun of the warden. 'Vere it not for the occasional freshets that will not 
allow nets to remain sct, on accouut of floating lumber, I am convinced that, but few 
salmon would find their way up the Hestigouche during the fishing season. 

At the head of the tide, a few miles above Campbelltown, stands Gordon's Thlill; frow 
this establishment the saw dust and mill rubbish are carried into the Restigouche. 'fhere 
is no " fish pass" upon the dam, nor does there seem any necessity for erecting one liS 

the testimuny of parties, in no way interested in the property, leads me to conclude tbat 
the stream was nevcr visited by salmon, even before the mill was erected. 

An American Company under the superintendence of Mr. J. 'V. Jones, of B03ton, 
Mass., is located at Campbelltown, which has preservcd, during this season, upwards of 
36,000 lbs of salmon it hermetically sealed cases. 

During the present summer, such was the abundance of salmon, that all the fish pre­
serving concerns upon the Restigouche were over supplied and the consequence was, that 
there has been morc salmon salted than has been for some years past. One family by the 
name of Duncan, has salted over seventy barrels (weighing 1:3,000 Ibs.) of salmon· after 
disposing of an equal quantity to tbe fishing firms. ' 

Immediately below Campbelltown, upon what is called the mill stream, there is a saw 
mill owned by Mr. Doherty of that place. In this mill no provision is made for disnosin" 
of the saw dust, which is swept by the current into the Restigouche. No fish· way i~ 
required upon this dam, as no salmon have cver been found in its waters. 

Between Campbelltown and Dalhousie, a distance of sixteen miles, only three setts of 
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salmon nets are to be found. Between those places the fish are usually to be found upon 
the North or Canadian side of the Restigouche, where the bottom is clearer. 

UpO& the" Point," at Dalhousie, there is a . fishing concern, owned by Mr. J. W. 
Frasor of Quebec. In this establishment the round ,almon are packed in boxes, contain­
ing snow, and are then dispatched to Quebec and other Canadian markets by the steamers 
leaving Dalhousie. On account of the irregularity of one of the lines of steamers during 
the present season, Mr. 1<'raser has not been as successful in gettinO" his fish to market aR 
he expected; he intends, however, to extend his business next 8eaB~n. His establishment 
packed during the senson 60,000 Ibs of snlmon fresh, besides which, he has, I believe a 
large quantity salted. ' 

In Dalhousie there is another fishing concern, owned by Mr. George Haddow, who is 
engaged in pre~erving salmon in hermeticalIy sealed tin cases. During this season he 
Bold hiB preserved fish to Mr. J ones, at Campbelltown, who scnt them with his own to St. 
John (via Shediac), from whence they were shipped to the American markets. Mr. 
Haddow cased during the season, upwards of 38,000 Ibs., besides having on hand 66 
barrels, salted, of an aggregate weight of 13,200 Ibs. . 

Immediately in the town of Dalhousie, is an extensive saw-mill and premises, belong­
ing to George Moffatt, Esq. The saw dust aed mill rubbish made at this mill, are 
continually to be seen floating in the harbour opposite the town. Different parties have 
assured me, that since this mill has been erected the herring fishery ha3 been gradually 
decreasing along the shore until it has become almost worthless. If it be true, that the 
saw dust lodges upon the shores, where the herring resorted in former times to spawn, 
therp. is little reason to doubt that the effect upon the fishery is injurious. From all 
quartars I heard serious complaints of the injury done to the anchorage of the harbour, by 
the sunken edgingB and slabs thrown out of this mill. An Act relating to the CoaBt and 
RiVer Fisheries of New Brunswick, whieh says: "That no slabs, edgings or other mill 
" rubbish, shall be thrown, put, or be allowed to fall into any of tbe Rivers or Harbours," 
has never for some reason been enforced by tbe present Warden or his predecessor. There 
should be immediate action taken to reach cases like this, as the inhabitants of DIIlhousie 
are universally arrayed against it, and it has become a special source of complaint among 
the fishermen. 

After rounding the Bon Ami Rocks,' until we reach the County line, separating 
Restigouche from Gloucester, we find a large number of persons engaged at salmon fishing. 

At a distance of ten or twelve miles from Dalhousie, Mr. Jamcs Thomsou has an 
establishment for preserving salmon by the permetically sealing process. He is said to 
have cased upwards of 30,000 Ibs. this season. 

Along the Restigouche coast, the season for salmon fishing seldom commences earlier 
than the first of June, or extends later than the twelfth of July, although the law allows 
nets to remain set until the 31st day of that month. The greatest run of salmon is gene­
rally between the fifteenth and the twenty-ninth of June. From information derived from 
the fishermen, I feel convinced that each stand of nets between Dalhousie and the County 
line at Gloucester will average upwards of forty pounds this season. When we consider 
that a set of nets of 150 fathoms in length will cost only sixty-five pounds, and can be 
attended by ~ne man, we can easily observe that few branches of domestic industry afford 
better returns than the salmon fishery. 

The first river we meet after leaving Dalhousie, i~ the Charlo, which pours its 
waters into the Bay Chaleur. Across this stream a mill-dam has been ereded, which 
presents an effectual barrier to the salmon when proceeding to their spawning grounds. 
During the freshet last spring the mill was swept away, but the dam still remains, and 
over it there should be built, as Boon as possible, a fishway, to enable the salmon to proceed 
up the stream, as there are but few rivers along the coast where salmon are found in 
greater abundance, considering the size of the stream, which although small offers excellent 
sport to the angler, and occasionally affords good prizes to the spearer. 

A few miles further along the coast we meet the River Eenjamin; on this river, 
and almost at its entrance, there is a saw-mill belonging to Wm. Morton. The dam upon 
this stream preven~ the' salmon from ascending the river, and as the pitch of water at this 
place is not high. a fish way could be built upon it at a small expense. It should be erected 
wjthoqt dela!. 14e riv(jr is a BlPaJl and rapid stream alld would make a valuable nursery 
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for salmon. At the pool below the dam the salmon were coUected in great numbers dnring 
the present season, and offered an easy prey to the spear of the Indian and the sweep net 
of the white man, both of which were freely used, if the evidence of parties who had no 
motive to distort the truth oan be relied on. The Benjamin, in former years, was 
considercd a first-class salmon stream, but unless a pass is immediately thrown over the 
dam, the fish will be destroyed, as their numbers are rapidly decreasing. All the saw 
dust and rubbish made at this mill, is carried into the bay. 

J acquet river, the largest and best salmon stream between the Restigouche and 
I3athurst harbour, is about fifty miles long, and is a favorite resort of the salmon during 
the spawning season. Thc Jacquet is connected by a small portage with the Upsal­
'luitch, from which marauding parties of Indians and netters frequently cross, sweeping 
the pools bcfore them as tbey proceed up the latter river, and on their downward course 
upon the J acquet. This stream is annually encroa_ched upon, and requires carcful warden­
~hip for a few years, as the pools lie at short di8tances from each other. During the 
spawning time the salmon are still abundant, although for ycars past they have been 
,;ubjected to the incessant attacks of poachers. The protection of this riVl'r merits the 
attention of the Government for some years, as there is no doubt that in a short time it 
would prove one of the best fish producing streams along the coast, and become valuable 
as a station for anglers. 

According to the provisions of the present law, no Ealmon or grilse arc allowed" to 
be killed, caught or taken" in the J acquet, above the bridge crossing the rivcr upon the 
highway. In any futurll law the same provision should be introduced. For the cffectual 
preservation of this stream one man should be stationed upon it, from the first of July to 
the last of Octobcr. 

The J acquet is the last river of any importance to the fisheries along the ooast, within 
the limits of the County of Restigouehe. 

There arc very fcw schooners and boats eugaged in fishing, owned in Restigouchc, 
and they are altogether employed in the Carraquette herring fishery. All the herring 
caufiht are usually disposed of in the local markets or sold at Carle~on, C. E. From 
enquiry made at the Cnstom House at Dalhousie, I found that up to the month of 
c;eptember, there had only been one cargo of herring exported, belonging to the Hon. 
A. C. DesBrisay. This shipment consisted of 1,600 barrels herring, value, $3,200, and 
was invoiced to Boston, D.S. 

In a schedule, marked B, which accompanies this report, will be found the names of 
parties owning boats, &c., between Dalhousie !!nd Bathurst. It appears that the herring 
tishery has not been prosecuted as lar.~cly as in former years. The decline in this branch 
of the fisheries, arises principally from the small price they command in the United States 
market., where they are usually disposed of. If a more perfect system of inspection could 
be introduccd, and a better mode of cnring our fish be adopted, I have little doubt that 
in a few years the character of the herring caught along the north Hhore would. be raised, 
and their price proportionally increased in foreign markets. In former time.~ so plentiful 
were the herring along portions of this coast in the spring season, that they were freely 
used as munurc for the fields; of late years they have not approached the shores in such 
numbers. 

Between the Rivers Charlo and Jacquet there is a fishing establishment, owned by 
some firm in Scotland; since it wcnt into operation this spring, it has put up in hermeti­
cally sealed tin oases, upwards of 16,000 Ibs. of salmon, besides salting upwards of 1,000 
Ibs. The business is under the control of 1Ilr. Bain, who is preparing to greatly extend it 
next summer. 

In general the fishermen along the Restigouehe coast are fortunato in obtaining a 
large share of Euimon, but owing to the demand for them the number of nets are increasing 
annually, so that in a few years it will be found necessary for the proteotion of the fishery 
to mark limits between nets, say a quarter of a mile between each stand. 

In all the streams I visited in Restigouche, I found trout in great abundance, and in 
somc places nets are set for the purpose of taking them, there being nothing in the present 
law to preve!!t it. I am stroogly impres~ed with the idea t~at t~out shOl~ld not be allowcd 
to be taken 10 nets. The present CanadlUn fishery law, which IS a model. of concisencER 
and wisdom, has a provision in it for the protection of the trout from nettcrs. Many of 
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the salmon fishermen are possessed with an idea that the increase of salmon would be 
proportionally larger, if the trout could be exterminated. There is no doubt that the 
salmon ova, during the spawning season, are largely destroyed by trout, nor that they like· 
wise prey upon the young salmon or "parrs;" but I am fully persuaded that placin!; trout 
nets in the small streams is more injurious to the salmon fishery than any injuries the 
trout may inflict upon it, as the destruction of tront (allowing them to possess the qualities 
ascribed to them) does not compensate for the loss of grilse taken in the nets used in 
capturing trout. 

Lobstera are found at almost every part of the coast, but I have been unable to gain 
tidings of an oyster bed from the Restigouche to Carraquette. 

During the present season the white porpoise have been very plentiful in the Bay 
Chaleur and River Restigouche. It is only eight or nine years ago since they made their first 
appearance in those waters. When they first arrived there were cries of lamentation and 
woe among the fishermen; as they supposed the porpoise would be certain destruction to 
the salmon fishery. Quite a .different opinion now prevails, and more than one fisherman 
assured me, that in fine weather they seldom catch any salmon until the porpoises make 
their appearance in the river or bay, when the salmon seek the shallower water near the 
shore. On their first appearance in th;) Restigouche, large numbers of them were shot, 
but as the party shooting them seldom secured the carcase on account of its sinking when 
shot, and only floating when decomposition set in, they have been allowed to go unmolested 
during the last few years. A Company has been formed iu Canada for the purpose of 
taking porpoises in the Bay Chaleur, during this season, but the fish arc now so wary that 
although the fishermen arc well equipped with nets and other contrivances, they have not 
been successful in capturing many. 

The following are the names of persons fishing galmon on the New Brunswick side of 
the River Restigouche, from t.he upper sets until reaching below the island alluded to in 
this Report. I have numbered the different scts to correspond with the plan A enclosed. 

No. Namo. s.t. 

1 IGideon L.fuargie .•....•.. Jamies Hol •..•..•... : ....... . 
2 Phineas Wyres ........... P.Iap.dia .........•..•......... 
:1 John Diamond •..........• Wyr.'. Farm, •.......•....... 
4 Dunean MeDonald ........ Lanelon Island •..••...•...... 
5 R. & E. Fergu.on ........ Prilchard Island ............. . 
6 Rob.rl Gordon .............................................. . 
7 Thomas Munay ........... Murray Farm ................ . 
8 Thom.s Murray ........... Shore Islo.nd ••......•......•.. 
9 p.ter Adam •............•.• Duff I.land •.•.................. 

10 Robert Duncan ............ Duncan Farm ................ . 
11 Robert Gorrard ......•..... Gerrard'. I.land ............ . 
12 John Gerrard ............. Farm •.....•••.........••..••.... 
13 John G.rrard ••.••.•........ Across Channel.. ........... . 
14 Joseph Pralt ..............• Farm···········.·················1 

16 John F.rgu.on ..........••...•.•.•..............•.....•••.. 
15 IRob.rt Duncan ............ Middle ground, Glebe 101 .•. 

11 John Gordon •............• IGOrtiOn I.land .............•. 
IS jMelvill. AdamB ..•........ Tail of Gillie. I.land .......• 
19 Melville Adom •...•....... McGregorB Island .••..•...•• , 

Fathoms. 

20 
20 
40 
40 
40 
fin 
60 
40 
50 
60 
40 

130 
lOO 
150 
150 
150 

40 
70 
40 

I 240 fe.t. 
280 " 

300 

Width of River. 

1

300 " 

300 .. 10 Island. 
400 
600 
350 ,( 
600 " 
500 H 

450 " 

l
It mHe to Canada side. 
1:[ H ,,; 

1~ H H 

I 
Ii' " .. 
H .. .. 
2~0 feet. 

1

500 " 
400 
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The following are a list of persons who own nets between the Islands, and the County 
Line at Gloucester, in the various sections :-

OAMPBELLTOWN TO RIVER CHARLO. 

NO.' 
Name. 

22 Willi.m G.rrard •............................. , ................................................................ . 
23 Thoro •• McNash .............................................................................................. .. 
24 Edw.rd MiDDi' .............................................................................................. .. 
25 Charl., St.wart ............................................................................................. . 
26 D. Stewart ..................................................................................................... .. 
27 J. Pctri ........................................................................................................ . 
28 Andrew Barberie ................... , ........... 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , .............................. . 

29 Wm. Caldw.U ............................................................................................... .. 
30 Cb ... AlIain, JUD ............................................................................................. .. 
3t Adam F.rgu,on ............................................................................................. .. 
32 P.t.r Hamilton .............................................................................................. .. 
33 Rob.rt Con.ch.r ........................................................................................... .. 
::J4 lames Thomaon..... •........ ............ •.......•...... ...... ...... .............. .. ............•... u ••••• _ 

35 D. Hogan ....................................................................................................... . 
36 Fred. Polier, JUD ...................... , ...................................................................... . 

;~ . ~.et !~;:~'.:.~~:::: :':::.:::: ':.:::::: ::::: .. ::::: ::::::::::::::::::::.:::::: ::: :::::::::.: :::::: :::. :::::.:::.:: 

~ 1~~fi~l~EE:~;O':) ... :;~:~·L:Dij:::F·::.::::::::·E·~..::.::·:..:1 
RIVER CHARLQ TO JACQUET. 

45 J. McMillan ................................................................................................... .. 
40 Pro'p.r Loorie ................................................................................................ .. 
47 Hugh Bl!!in .................................................................................................. .. 
48 Alex. Dicki ....................................... , .......................................................... .. 
49 Al.x. Dicki .................................................................................................... . 

. 50 Alfred Ward ................................................................................................... . 
51 D. Dicki ....................................................................................................... . 
52 J.m., Shae .................................................................................................. .. 
.>3 P. & H. H.milton ........................................................................................... .. 
54 D. Dicki .................................................................................................... .. 

~~ It E~~i\f:~·:·:·:·:·:·:·:::·:·:·:·:·::·:::·:·:·:·:·:·:·:::':':':'::':':::':':':':':':':::::::'::'::::::':':':':'~':::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::I 

Fathoms. 

160 
150 
60 
70 
70 

200 
1~5 
160 
liO 
160 
150 
140 
140 

50 
56 
50 
60 6. 
60 

150 
160 
150 

70 
70 
60 
70 
50 
70 
70 
70 
70 
7Q 
70 
70 
70 

-----
RIVER JACQUET T, COUNTY LINB. 

70 
130 

50 
70 
50 
50 

During the present season, different parties at Dalhousie whosc namas have no.t appeared 
in this report, have shipped large quantities of salmon to Quebec. The fish nre usually 
paekcd in ice, and have been sent off in quantities, varying from 500 to 9,000 lb~. Oth"r 
individuals are engaged in the same trade with St. John, so that it is utterly impossiblJ 
to arrive at any thing approaching a correct estimate of the value of the salmon caught ill 
~cstigoucije. The aggregate quantit~ entered UPOIl the ll()()j>s of the Del'ut1 '.freasurer 1I~ 
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Dalhousie, was If!> trivial, that I deemed it worthless for any practical benefit to allude to it 
in this report. 

GLOUCESTER. 

The County of G1ouoester is divided into two fishing districts, under the supervlSlon 
of Wardens, who receive for their services $150 each. The one district extends from the 
county line at Restigouche, embracing the salmon fisheries along the coast, with the inter­
vening rivers, viz. :-The Nicadeau, Teteagouche, Little, Middle and Main Nepisiguit, 
together with Bathurst Harbour. In this district there are several fine streams, which 
require the utmost vigilance on the part of the Warden. In the other district, which takes 
in the coast and streams, from the south side of Bathurst Harbour, until the boundary line 
at Northumberland is reached, the duties of a Warden are merely nominal, as no salmon 
streams are found in it of any importance. 

Along the coast, from the County of Restigouche, until you reach Bathurst, the 
salmon and codfishing are prosecuted with a good deal of energy, particularly the former. 
The largest fishing stations for cod, are found at "Elm Tree" and Petite Roche. 
Between those places there are upwards of thirty boats engaged in this business, but I 
found it exceedingly difficult to obtain any satisfactory information relative to their catch 
during this season.. I have, however, been able to obtain the names of the different parties 
owning boats which I have filled in the schedule B, accompanying this report. 

Along this coast, at short intervals from each other, are to be found small streams, 
many of which run inland for a long distance. In almost all those streams trout can be 
found in abundance, but salmon do not now frequent their waters. 

At Petite Roche, Messrs. Miller and Smith have an establishment where they pat up 
46,000 lbs of salD..lon, in hermetically sealed tin cases, during the fishing season. At 
Madisco Point, in the same district, there is another establishment, owned by Rufns C. 
Cole, Esq., of Madisco. The salmon preserved in this establishment are put up in tin 
cases, hermetieally sealed, and weighed 20,000 Ibs. 

The following parties are engaged in the salmon fishery, between the County line of 
Restigouche and the north side of Bathurst Harbour :-

-==-1-
I L.ngth of Net •• 

1----
Nam ••• 

! ~~~fff i~;~~~r~~:·ijjjiijj:~jj.:.~:.:.::::.:.:.~:j.~:j.:~jjj.:.~:.:.:.:.:.:i.:.:.:.~~~~~~~:~~~~~:::~~~:~~~::~~~~~~~~~:: :::~I 100 fathoms. 
100 " 

60 
200 
150 
200 
100 
150 
100 

b J ames Deverea-.,x .••.•• •••••••••. ••••••••• .0 •••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

e Uonl Boodr.ao............................. ... ........ ..... ....... .. .............................. . 
7 Xavi.r Doue.tt .................................................................................... .. 
8 Fabian Done.tt. ......... ............... ..... .. ..................................................... .. 
11 J o •• ph 'ornea ....................................................................................... . 

10 Fabian Fom... ........ ......... ......... ...... ...... ............ ......................... ............. 200 
11 Lawr.nc. Haoh....... .................... .................. . ............ .... ......... .......... .... 60 
12 Lama D. Gra •• i ..................................................................................... 1150 
13 IMitch.U and Charl •• Forn.a......... .............................................................. 200 
l( Antoin. Blaz.......... ......... ......... ...... ...... ...... ...... ......................... ...... ......... 180 
1~ J.annot Comm.an...... ........................... .................. ......... ................ ...... 100 
U Ambro •• D. Gras.i ............................................ ~ ............................... 1100 
11 AI.xi. Forn.au......... ......... ......... .............. .. ........... ...... ...... ..' ...... ......... 120· 
18 Fl.d.rick Comm.ao......... ......... ......... .................... .................. ......... ......... 150 " 
19 Franci. Forn.an.. • ........ .......... ..... ...... .................. ................................. 125 

~~ 1,f.~~~:~!:t~~;::~~~~:L::::·~~::~:;:·:~:~~~:.:.:i},:~:.:~~.:.:~~.~:.:.:.:~~.:~~~~~~;~~~~~~~~:~~~~~~:~~~~~~~~ I i~~ " 
24 Alfr.d Obi .............................................................................................. ,120 ." 
25 Loois Hach....... ......... ...... ...... ...... ..... .. ... ...... ...... ............ ...................... UO " 

~~ li~~:rt~~:;i;~-.;g·i3·;;,ii~i:::::·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ;~~ 
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From Mr. Armstrong's three stands of nets, situated at YoughalI, he took 1,798 
salmon, weighing 20,733 Ibs., during the fishing season. Mr. Armstrong also employs a 
" trap" for the purp05e of taking mackerel and herring, and in which he has taken ninety­
one barrels of mackerel. For the privilege of using this trap he has paid to the Warden 
$10. It was not in use during the salmon season i but the principle of allowing" traps" 
or "pounds" at all is wrong, as all sizes <of fish are taken indiscriminately, the grilse, 
herring, trout and salmon, being sometimes taken at one time. 

At the north side of the entrance to the Harbour of Bathurst, is Allston Point, 
upon which is erected an establishment owned by Mr. Piper, an American. At this 
station the salmon are frozen by chemical agencies, and packed in ioe when intended to 
be shipped. The process, I believe, is patented by lIfr. Piper, in the Province of New 
Brunswick, and has been used with great success for upwards of two years. The owner of 
the estubli"hment seems to throw a shroud of mystery over the manipulations connected 
with his process, and strangers whose curiosity tempts them to visit it will find their recep­
tion a freezing one. Mr. Piper receives salmon from both sides of the harbour, and 
exported 63,000 Ibs. to the American market during this season. As his fish are shipped 
directly to St. John (via Shediac), where they are placed on board the boat for Boston; 
the Deputy 'I'reasurer of Bathurst had no account of them in his books. The figures above 
shown, I gained from a sourcc that can be relied upon. 

The first river we meet after rounding the Point in the Harbour of Bathurst, is called 
the Teteagouche, which pours its waters into the harbour, about three miles from the 
entrance. It takes its rise in the County of Restigouche. In old times, this stream was 
plentifully supplicd with salmon, but the sweep net, the spear, and a mill-dam, situate a 
few miles from its mouth, had well nigh succeeded in completing their destruction, when 
the Honorable John .Ferguson, of Bathurst, to whom the mill now belongs, erected a fish 
pass' that enablcd the salmon to reach their old spawning grounds above the daui. Since 
the erection of this pass a continual increase of salmon can be observed, but with that 
increase the old spirit of poaching has revived upon the river, and the sweep net and spear 
are a~aiJl doing their work, as in former times, notwithstanding the utmost exertions of 
the Warden. Too much credit cannot be given to ~Ir. Ferguson, by every friend of the 
salmon fishery, for the deep interest he has ever manifested in the preservation of this 
source ot our national wealth, and t') him the credit is due of being the first and only mill­
owner who has erected a fish-pass within the Counties of Restigouche, Gloucester or 
Northumberland. The Teteagouchc only allows salmon to ascend about ten miles from its 
mouth, at that distance the "Falls" are to be found, which are about 20 feet in height, 
which presents an efiectual barrier to their further progress. 

l'iliddle River, together with its tributary the Little River, discharges intn the Harbour 
of Bathurst. This stream is sluggish in its course, and has never been a good salmon 
river. A few salmon ure to be found up the river, at a distance of twenty miles from its 
mouth, engaged in spawning. # 

J~ittle River is a small branch of the Middle River. This river also contains spawning 
ground~, at a distancc of ten miles from the harbour, but the number of salmon is com­
paratively small. In it, however, in common with all other rivers along this coast, the 
angler can at any time, in the fishing season, count upon having good sport with trout. 

1'he Main Nepisiguit, according to Charles Lanman, Esq., a well known authority 
upon piscatorial matters, is undoubtedly for anglers, the best salmon river in the Province, 
and is scarcely surpassed by any in the world. Other authors such as Norris aud Roose· 
vc\t, bear testimony to the high character being deservedly bestowed, not only on account 
of the splendid facilities it presents' to the angler in the pursuit of his favourite sport, but 
combining with them the most beautiful natural scenery. The pools lie at easy distances 
along the river, and are generally plentifully stocked with trout, grilse, and salmon, notwith­
standing the fearful havoc that has been committed upon them by the while and Miemac 
Indians. After listening to the stories that are told of the wholesale butcheries committed 
among.thc salmon in former years, it excites our astonishment that the species is not lono­
ago extinct in its waters. Not only were the settiers along its banks engaged with th~ 
Indians in destroying the salmon upon their spawning grounds, but banded with them 
were parties from the north-west branch of the Miramichi, who 'Would make their periodical 
vi~it8 to it by t.he portage between the rivers, for the purpose of sweeping it with nets and 



9 

====---======~==========,====== 

spearing. In these expeditions they wero usually ~uccessful, and geuerally returned to 
their homes with heavy loads of" spoil. Fortunately this st!lte of affairs is now cnded, and 
the main Nepisiguit is probably the best protected stream at the present time to be found 
in the three northern cOllnties. This chauge is altogether due to the iudefatigable 
exertions of the present Wardeu for the district., !\Ir. Janies HieksoD, who ,celDS to bp­
imbued with a fish-preserving spirit that amounts almost to a passion, and the as~iGtalJce 
furnished him by the Ronorable John Ferguson, of Batnurst, and J. De Wolf Spurr, E'(h 
of St. John, N.R, who have for the past two years placed a lllan upon the river during 
the months of July and August, to act in concert with the Warden for the protection of 
the salmon. Tho best stations for angling, are still in the possession of the Province, and 
the Government of New Brunewick are now in the habit of disposing of their fi;hin~ 
rights in the stream. The Government claim, below the Pabineau Falls, was sold thi.; 
season for $105. It is said to have been purchased for the Ronorable David Edward 

. Price, of Canada. The stations above the Falls were disposed of to James De Wolf t-'purr, 
Esq., of St. John, the purchase money, I believe, being $50. Formerly the Governmont 
of New Brunswiok, in granting lands, sold down to the margin of the water; of late they 
have reserved four rods along the sides of the river, from which there is every reason to 
suppose they will eventually derive a large income from sportsmen, besides securing private 
protection to the stream. Many excellent fishing stations upon the river arc, however, in 
the possession of private individuals. During the past season, the W urden has made 
two or three seizures of nets, which he found illegally set. .\fter a great deal of 
labour in carrying them to Bathurst, they were sold at auction at nominal prices to the 
owners, no person wishing to bid against them. Rc a,lso lodged complaints before a 
magistrat" against upwards of a dozen of Indians whom he detected in spearing, but com­
plained that he could not get any persons to carry out the warrants [lgain~t them iUr. 
Rickson likewise brought under my notice a new instrument for the destruction of salmon 
or trout, which was used upon the Nepisiguit, this season, by some of the anglers who 
were fishing there. It is made by fastening three or four large mackerel hooks upon a 
piece of lead about three inches long, formed in an elliptical shape, its greate~t diameter 
being abont !t of an inch. 'Ihis jigger, attached to the anglerd line, is cast amon;i the 
fish which lie in dark and motionless masses in the pools, and is then quickly drawn acrllS~ 
the stream, and in an expert hand seldom fails to secure the fish. Tbe warden a~sured 
me that he had seen it tried by a man who had been employed by the augler who he 
believes introduced it upon the river, and he rarely failed to grapple 11 ,almon. Should 
this instrument get a general introduction among the Indian~ and settler3, there is but 
little doubt that it will prove more detrimental to the salmon fishery than the spear. It, 
is said to be in general use among the poachers of Great Britain, by whom it is called the 
"stroke haul." There is an Indian Reserve upou the Nepisiguit, which contains l.000 
acres, it is situated about seven miles from Bathurst. Last spring there were upwards of 
twelve families re.iding upon it; finding, however, that they could not spoar, as in former 
years, on account of the vigilance of the Warden, the greater number of the familie,' 
moved to the sea-coast. At present we believe that not more than four families live 
upon it. 

After leaving Bathurst, the first fishing establishment wc meet, is one owned by 
Mcssr8. Miller and Smith, of Bathurst, who have their promises located at Salmon Beach, 
here they preserved 25,000 Ibs. of salmon, in hermetieaIly sealed tin cases this ~eason. 
The salmon strike along the "beach" in great numbers. As a general rule the nets along 
this shore prese!;t a greater average of length than those found upon the northern side 
of the harbour. 

At Carron Point, situated about a mile below the entrance of the harbour, the Ba~se 
River, a small stream, empties its waters into the Bay. I do not know from what cause 
this river received the name it bears, from all I could learn no bass are now to be found 
along this part of the coast, which is, however, the best station for catching herring in 
the county with the exception of Carraquette. 

The salmon fishery does not extend along this coast beyond New Bllndon. The fol-
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lowing list contains the names of the parties engaged in this fishery, together with the 
length of the nets in use this season :-

No. I 
-I 

Names. 

1 m~ 1?i:.:.::::.:~: .. ~~.: :.:.~::.:.:< ;:.::.: ::.:: :::::::::::::·:1 
5 /Robert Donalds............ • ......................... · ........... 1 
6 Thomas J. Smith ...... '" ....... , ............................ " 00 ... . 

7 E. Ellis .......................................................... . 
II 11{Obert Miller ........ " ........................................... . 
!J [{obert lIliller ..................................................... . 

10 Benjamin White ................................................... . 

!11f.~~iviig:!i-%WJy>.···/.·;::><~.:i 
17 I Robert Rcnalds .................................................... ! 
18 Alexander Morrison ................. _ - _ ............................. j 

Fathoms. 

150 
140 
62 

120 
130 
200 
108 
60 

100 
150 
100 
130 
150 
200 
200 
100 
180 

70 

After leaving New Bandon, the next settlement we meet is Grand Ance, whioh is the 
first of the fi,hing statioDs along the coast exclusively devoted to the cod and herring 
fishery. The season for codfi~hing comn:cnces in the early part of the month of June, and 
is usually terminated in the first fortnight of October. From Grand Ance to Tracadie, the 
fishing season is a period of great activity. The boats employed in the fishery are usually 
between 24, nd 28 feet keel, aro built without decks, and rigged schooner fashivn, carrying 
a mainsail, foresail and jib. They are excellent sea.bods, and perhaps no improvement 
eonld be made in their construction for the purposes they are intended. They are usually 
manned by two men and a boy. Early each Monday morning, during the fishing season, 
they leave the shore, and seldom return before Saturday afternoon. The fish taken during 
the week are salted down between bulkheada, fitted up in the boats, and the only fish 
brought ashore fresh are those caught during the last day before the retnrn for home. 
The usual number of fish caught in a week is between one and two thousand, which repre­
sent on an average, when cured, from eight to sixteen quintals of fish. During the first 
part of the season, the fi.;h taken are inferior to those oaptured later, being much thinner 
and smaller, At Grand Ance the different fishing houses along the ooast have br~noh 
establishmeuts where they receive and curo fish. ,\fr. Alexandre, of Shippegan, having 
the largest "room." This season, the codfishery of Grand Ance has n.ot been as successful 
a6 in former years, if I can rely upon the accounts received from the fishermen. 'rhe 
herring sold here are principally taken upon the Carraquette Banks. Mackerel are said to 
be plentiful along this district, but few aro taken except as bait for codfish. Thero is no 
doubt, however, that large quantities could be procured, if the people possessed the proper 
nets for capturing them. 

After rounding Cape Mizzinettc, from the north, we reach Carraquette Bay, which 
is without doubt, the best fishing station upon the coast for herring, boats and schooners 
from all quarters come into this bay to catch and purchaso herring, and all return with 
full fares. At this plaee can be found ve.sels belollgillg to Restigouche, Richibucto, and 
the norlhprn side of the Bay Chaleur, which make allnual visits during the fishing season, 
as the herring caught upon the " bank" are superior to all others taken upon the coast. 
The supply at all times, however, seems equal to the demand. The herriog, which are 
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taken through the night in nets, are brought to the shore in the morning to be cured, and 
generally suffer much deterioration when undergoing' that process, from the careless 
manner in which they are treated, except at the large fishing houses, where every care is 
taken to secure t!:tem in good condition. If the herring caught here were properly 
attended to there IS no doubt but they would command a much higher price than they do 
at present. A good aud efficient system of inspection is absolutely required at this station, 
t~ restore confidence in the foreign markets, and obtain for the Carraquette herring tho 
character that they are fairly entitled to receive. N early all I.he large fi,hing establish· 
ments at this place purchase horring, whioh they export t'J different destinations. 'l'he 
house of Charles Robin & 00., shipped to Quebec, Nova Scotia, P. E. Island and the 
United States, during the month of August, upwards of 2,300 barrels of herring, and 
gllspereaux, tho proportion of the latter being trifling. The other houses, likewis~, export 
herring, which are generally invoiced at $4 per barrel. 

'rhe gaspereaux caught in Carraquette are a fine fat fish, well flavour(~d, and far 
superior to the same fish when taken in the rivers. From all the information elicited by 
my enquiries, I am led to believe, that this fish never enters the river pouring into this bay. 

Mackerel are not found in great abundance in the Carraquette waters, but reasoning 
from the fact that the American fleet, in pursuit of that fish, are often to be seen outside; 
there is every reason to suppose that if the fishermen were oonversant wit.h the business, 
and able to enter it with good outfits, that Oaraquetto would be found to be an excellent 
station for tbe mackerel fishery. 

But the business of Uarraquettc, is essentially the taking of codfisb, other branches 
of fishing may be entered into by the fishing concerns, but they are looked upou as side 
strokes, which must in no way interfero with the codfishery, which stands pre-eminent. 

At Carraquette, the principal establishment is that belonging to Chas. Robin & Co. 
Here fish Ilre handled with the greatest care, and every attention that ffi:lU can bestow is 
lavished upon them. The buildings at this e£tablishment arc models of neatness, and 
nothing necessary for their proper cure is wanting. IIerc ponderous piles of codfi,h of all 
classes and grades, tho difference between them not being discernable to the eye of a 
novice, are ranged in immense warehouses, roomy and well ventilated. Large buildings 
are seen, filled with rows of whited casks, containing oil, all neatly labelled with the 
arldrcss of their future owners, and showing the number of gallons each cask contains . 
.,'iahing sheds, salt stores, smithies, cooperages and workshops of every description, ale 
found upon the premises, forming in all a model establishment, combining every facility to 
save labor, with the utmost neatness, compactness, and cleanliness. Large quantities of 
the fish taken hero urc sent to Paspebiac on the Oanadian sbore of the Bay Chale'lr for 
sbipment, where tbe head of tbe establishment in America is located. 'rhe codfish at this 
" room" are divided into six classes, the difference between many ofth3'll not being in the 
least degree perceptible. even upon minute examinlltion, to tbose unaccustomed to t!1e 
business. For the first class fish, they usually pay twenty shillings per (luintal. This 
quality is generally exported to Oporto or NaplcM, and consists of th.: largest and fiDe~t 
of the fish caught. The second class, which are disposeu of in the Brazilian market, 
are a smaller fish, but, with the exception of size, in no way inferior to thc preceding 
quality. From the very able report laid before the Governor General of British North 
America, in 1866, by the Commissioners appointed by the Governments of the various 
Provinces to enquire into the trade of the West Indies, Mexico and Brazil, we oan learn 
in what estimation the fish cured in this establishment :ne held in the Braziliau market. 
The Report, page 29, says :-" While the Commissioners were in Rio dc J :woiro, two 
cargoes of British North American fish arrived at that port, one froUl Halifax, the other 
from Jersey. They were sold at the very remunerative price of $1:3.50 per Portuguese 
qnintal of 128 lbs. English. The fi:lh of the brand O. R. 0., put up by the house of Chas. 
Robin & 1)0., always commands the highest price. The superiority of this fish is owing to 
the circumstance of its being more carefully selected and packed in better tubs than the 
fish of any other house in the trade, generally uniform in size, and very small, while the 
tubs in which it is packed are made with the greatest care." The other grades are seut to 
different parts of the world, the broken fish and most inferior kinds being sent to 'the Irish 
market. 

Upon enquiry I learned that no "gurry grounds" have ever been laid out along this 
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coast, which must have been a source of real inj ury to the fishery. All experienced fisher. 
mcn declare that a codfish after devouring the offal of other fish, particularly the back 
bone, never thrives afterwards. It is true, that many of the fishermen now bring the offal 
of the fish they catch ashore, and use it as manure; but others, through ignorance or stu­
pidity, persist in casting it overboard, and from the number of years they have be~n per­
mittr:d to do so with impunity, I all1 led to believe, that in the future it will require flgorou3 
measures to compel tho proper observance of the law respecting " gurry grounds." 

At Oarraquette Messrs. Alexandre, of Shippegan, have a very large and commodious 
"rooll1." All the fish taken by them at this point, are sent to Shippegan for foreign 
exportation. The lIon. I:.obert Young and Brothers, have an establishment likewise at this 
station, together with two along the coast, and usually dispose of the fish taken by them 
to the house of C. Robin & Co. 

The oyster bed, at Carraquette, which furnishes an excellent oyster, will shortly 
require protection to provent their complete destruction. During the period allowed for 
taking them the' bed3 are drag,~etl almost incessantly, and injuriolls as former seasons have 
been that of 18G7 is still worse, as this season there will be a greater quantity of oysters 
'hipped than there has been in any jormer year. When I visited Carraquette this 
month, two large schooner" were wuiting to receive cargoes, and upwards of 150 boats were 
busily engaged in raking oysters for them. I have every reason to believe that up to the 
middle of the month of October, 8,000 barrels had been shipped. A few more seasons, sueh 
a, the prl'sent, will enable the Carraquctte oyster fishery to be reckoned among the things 
that wer". As Uarraquette affords better anchorage and shelter for boats along its coast than 
.either Grand Auce or New Bandon. it will probably always be the central seat of the 
ti,hcrics. No ~~lmon are to be found along its shore, and the river is nevcr resorted to by 
thelll f,n· th" purpose of spawning. 

Along the coast, from Carraquette to Shippegan, the people are engaged in fishing. 
At ::;hippegan the principal business pursued is the codfishery, although large quantities 
,>1' hemll;!; !lre likewise exported. At this place Messrs. Alexandre have their p:'incipal 
e,tablisllln,·nt. ~Ir. \I'm. 'l'aylor and 21Ir. J. Doran are likewise en~aged in the same 
bratlch of IHlsines~. A very large business is uone at this station, but 1 have been l1nab!~ 
tu !"utuer any statistics that represent its actual traue. The fishermen living ill ~hippegan 
and ~I i~cou, either deal directly with the houses at :::>hippegan, or at stations where men 
h'HC been placed to receive their fish. 

c\.t "::-it. Simon's inlet," a spacious basin of water, found aCter rounding Pocksoudie 
Islanll, there i, a small oyster bed, the oyst.er" are, hOlVever, inferior in {!avor and size to 
t.hos,~ tnken in Carraquette. 

After leaving ilhippegan, the fit'st l'iver of any fishing importance we meet is the 
Pokemouche, a dull, slow stream, formerly salmon were to be fOllnd in its waters, but 
at present if any exist their exi~tence is known ouly to the Indians. This river 
formerly abounded with gaspereaux, but extending nets across a river at narrow points 
is calculated to destroy even better fishinf, streams than the Pokemou~he. In for­
lller years Messrs. Alexondre, of Shippegan, had an e~tablishment at this station for 
curing gospereaux, hut we believe it is now deserteu, on account of the quantities taken 
not being sufficient to make it remnnerative. The law at present regulating the catch of 
gaspereuux in the Pokemouche, does not allow the nets to be set at an angle with the 
btream, but makes it compulsory that they follow the line of the river; and no saining is 
permitted. Both of these provisions, I 1V0uld suggest, should be embraced in any futurJ 
law, at least until the river is restored to its former state. Some years ago bass were 
abundant in this river, but like all other kinds of fish, they are rapidly being destroyed. 
A lar;.o;e proportion of the people in Pokemouche have boats and are engaged in the herring 
and codfishery. 

'i'he 'l'racadie rivers are reached at a short distance from the latter station. The 
salmon is still to be found in both riven, though in small numbers. Trout, however, 
continue to be ubundant, and large quantities of gaspereaux are still taken. 

At Tracadie gully, J'ohn Young, Esq., has an establishment for curing herring and 
codfi~h. The establishment i~ very compact, and is said to be in a good position for the 
prosecution of these fisheries. Large quantities of spring herring are taken along this 
coast, but mostly used for local consumption. 



13 

Between Tracadie and the county line separating Gloucester from Northumberland, 
there is a small river called the "Portage." I was informed that in the autumn Qf 1866, 
two Indians speared upwards of seventy salmon upon the spawning grounds of the stream, and 
that some of the settlers have likewise assisted in their destruction with sweep nets. From 
the size of the meshes of a net which was said to be 'used for taking salmon in this river, 
and which I noticed upon the shore, I am convinced that there is a great deal of illegal 
fishing in its waters. No other river is to be found until yon reach the Tabnsintao ir 
the County of Northumberland. 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 

After leaving the line that separates Gloucester from Northumberland, we arrive at 
Point Bureau, on both sides of which Mr. Robert Y oun~, of Tracadie, formerly caught 
large quantities of salmon, but from the distance to tho preserving establishments at 
Portage Island and Bumt Church, the locality has never been thoroughly tried. From 
enquiries made at Traeadie, I am convinced that in a short time there will be a line of 
nets stretching from the Tracadie to the l'abusintac, as all accounts agree in establishing 
the opinion that there is a ~ood salmon fishery along the whole beach. 

The Tabusintac is the first river of any importanco after leaving the county line. 'rhe 
entrance to it is ihrough a gully which opens into a large lagoon into which the river 
debouches. From its proximity to the sea, and from the steepness of its banks, which 
permits fishing boats or small schooners to lie along the shore, this gully offers peculiar 
advantages for the establishment of a « fishing room." From the mouth of the gully to 
the head of the tideway, oysters were formerly taken in great quantities, but of' late years, 
un account of the beds being nearly destroyed, they have hardly realized the wages of the 
men employed. The oysters found in this bed were not of ~ very good flavor, but, judg­
ing from the devastation that has been made among them, tbere must have been some 
palates to which they were agreeable, Small quantities of them are still brought into tba 
local markets, but they are nearly worthless, being taken in the fresh water near the head 
of the tideway. Were this ri ver and lagoon protected from molestation for a few year~, I 
have no doubt that the beds would be l'estored to their former state. The parties who now 
rake these fresh water oysters, take them to the salt water, where a few weeks submersiou 
imparts to them sometliing of a saline flavor, that renders them tolerably palatable. The 
tide flows up this river about seventeen miles; but no salmon nets are now set in it, the 
settlers preferring to sweep the holes further up the river, during the season when the 
water is low, in direct violation of the law. Formerly this river was frequented by large 
numbers of salmon, but the same means which have destroyed aud still are destroying 
other rivers in the oounty have been practised here to an alarming extent, and so effectually 
that it is now doubtful whether any salmon visit it at all. From enquiries made of the 
Indians at Uurnt Church, I learned that a few still annually visit it, but not in sufficient 
numbers to induoe a gpearing expedition, although the encumpmrnt is not far from the 
river. 

The Tabusintac is, without doubt, the best river on the north side of New Brunswick 
for angling. Inoredible quantities of' trout of the largest size are taken every season by 
the various parties of anglers who annually visit it. One party of three caught in it day 
and a half no less than three barrels of theso fine trout, and could have taken as many 
more had they wished. 1.'he trout usually weigh from ~ Iba. to :> Ibs., aod furnish 
excellent sport. June and July are the best ILonths for angling. 

Heretofore there has been no protection for trout, either upon this river or any other 
ill the Province. The pools are mercilessly swept by nets, when the water is low, and I 
have been informeci that three or tour barrels have frequently been taken by one drag of 
the nct, and I have every reason to believe that "sweeping" is practised along the whole 
course of the river. If'this is continued the trout must soon disappear, although they are 
still abundau t. 

Formerly bass and gaspereaux were caught iu this river in large quantities, but of 
late yefl/:s thllY have both become scarce, in consequence of the illegal practices I have 
described. As these fish ascend the river for the purpose of spawning there can be no 
doubt that with proper protection it will be restored in a few years. I am strongly of 



14 

opinion, that as all netting now done in this river is in direct violation of the law, and as 
it ha.~ become so reduced that legal fishing is not remunerative, it should be careful~y 
protected aH It breeding stream and nursery for the main river. There is no dGubt that It 
can be leased for angling purposes, and as this mode of fishing, when legitimately pursued, 
can have no sensible effect upon the stock of fish in the river, a few years of careful \Var· 
denship would make it valuable as an angling stream for salmon as well as trout, and an 
important tributary to the valuable fisheries of the Bay. 

After leaving the Tabusintac, we traverse the Neguac coast, where salmon fishing is 
prosecuted to a large extent. The fish are generally disposed of to the establishment of 
Messrs. Loggia aod Anderson, at Burnt Church, or to that of .Mr. Farnham Letson, at 
Portage Islaod. There are at present but two vessels engaged in codfishing fnm Nequac, 
where formerly there were ten or twelve. Portage Island, one of the best Ealmon fishing 
stations upon the river, lies directly opposite Neguac; upon this Island there are from 15 
to 20 sets of nets striking from the shore directly out to sea. These nets, exclusive of 
tails or swings are usually from 150 to 250 fathoms in length. In former years this island 
was claimed by a few French families, who held it by a sort of pre.emption right, founded 
upon some old ".Minute of Council." By these the privilege of fishing was leased to the 
different fishermen. A few years ago, however, the Government of New Brunswick put 
the privilege of fishing at Portage Island up at auction, when it fell into the hands of 
George E. J~etson, Esq., who was then prosecuting a large fishing business at Neguac. 
Difficulties arose between the purchaser and the fishermen who formerly occupied the 
~tations; these were likely to result in litigation, but the matter was compromised by 
allowing the fishermen to occupy the old stands. In the latter part of 1864, or earl'\; iu 
1865, a grant of the island was made t8 the Lords Commissioners of Admiralty, who, 
~ince that time, have been accustomed to lease the island in lots, as shown upon plan C, 
which acoompanies this report. The annual rent uerived from these leases amounts, at 
the present time to $485, which is disposed of in the following manner :-Ooe third of 
the Bum goes toward the payment of the stipend of the Presbyterian Clergyman stationed 
at Burnt Church and Tabusintac, the remaining two·thirds are divided between the two 
schools at Burnt Church. Owing to the fact that the p!trtie~ fishing upon that island 
leased from the Admiralty, the 'Yarden concluded that he could not exact the usual tax 
upon nets. At a short distance from the shores of Portage Island, there are numerous 
sandbars running in various direction.'. Upon these shoals the fishermen stationed upon 
the island have been accustomed to place "swing net~." These are fastened at one end 
to killocks ou the bottom, to which arc attached large buoys. 'I.'he net~ are extended by 
means of floats on the upper cd!!;e and weights on the lower edge, aud ODe end being free 
they swing round the buoys with the force of the tide. I instituted enquiries for the 
purpose of ascertaining the number of those nets, but could gain no reliable information, 
as the fishermen on the island understated their number, whilst those above largely 
exaggerated it. One thing, however, is clear, that since their introduction they have 
annually increased, and arc a source of incessant complaint among those fishing further up 
the river. These complaints are not without reason, for from both Portage and Fox 
Islands, nets of immense length are stretched directly in the oourse of salmon entering the 
river, and tbese swing nets, in addition to them, alrl!ost ruins the fijhing further up. 
From the statements of parties upon whose testimony I can rely, I am led to believe that 
stations ut Oak Point, which for forty years had been uniformly productive, have been 
rendered almost worthless since the introduction of swing nets at the islands. This is an 
abutie which should come at once under the cognizance of thc Department, and I would 
strongly recommend that some severe restrictions be embodied in any law that may be 
adopted for the protection of the fisheries. 

In the spring Portage Island is n good station for catching herrings, but of late years 
this fishery has not been pursued to such an extent as it might be, in consequence of the 
~mall value of the fish in the American market, owing to the careless manner in which 
they are cureu, and the improper mann~r ill which the Inspector's brand is plaoed upon 
inferior fish. Often from these causes they do not realize the cost of the barrels and salt. 
A more rigid enforcement of the Inspection law would remedy this, and this branch of 
the fishing bu"iness would soon become lucrative. 

Lobsters are found here in great abundance and are considered at present almost 
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worthless. During the season for salmon fishing largo heaps of this valnable shell fish are 
to be found along the shore, where they have been tlarown by the fishermen after returning 
from their nets. For many years no one has turned his attention to preserving them, 
although this business could be made profitable by any person possessing a small capital. 
They can be purchased in any quantity at the rate of 60 cents per hundred. Recently 
Mr. Letson, of Chatham, has put up 25,000 lbs. of salmon, and about 8,000 lbs of Lobsters 
in hermetically scaled cans, and there is no limit to the extent to which this branch cf thc 
fishery might be pursued. 

,Proceeding upwards we pass the Burnt Church shore, where great quantities of 
salmon are annually caught and disposed of to the establishment of Messrs. Loggie aud 
Anderson, which is located in the neighbourhood. This firm, during the present year, 
put up 78,000 Ibs. 

Burnt Church River is the next stream we meet after passing Tabusintac. It is 
small and of no fishing importance, trout are plentiful in its waters, but are of a size 
inferior to those of the latter river. Between this river and Oak Point, a number of 
excellent fishing stands are to be found, but there i~ great reason to fear that if the" swing 
neta" around Portage Island are allowed they will soon be rendered useless. Already 
stands that were formerly productive and lucrative have been deserted, and this will be 
the general result along the north shore of the l\Iiramichi, to the injury of the many for the 
advantage of the few. In this locality a large oyster bed extends from Oak Point to 
Sheldrake Island. These oysters are of good quality and command remunerativo prices in 
Quebec. I observed betwecn 40 and 50 boata engaged in raking this bed, and I have no 
doubt that there have been sent to the Canadian market, from this bed alone, during the 
season, upwards of 1,000 barrcl~. As it has been annually raked for some years, I would 
recommend that it be relieved from this incessant drain for a time sufficient to allow it to 
recruit. 

A short distance above Sheldrake Island, the Bartibogu~ enters the l\Iiramichi. 
This river was formerly a favorite spawning ground for salmon, but the, sweep net and 
spear, with nets stretched entirely across it have been so successfully used, that at present 
but few fish ascen:l it. There is no river on the north side of the l\Iiramichi which 
requires more careful snpervision than thi8, and I am convinced that were it guarded a' 
effectually as it deserves, for two or three years, salmon would be as plentiful as they 
formerly were, seeing that it is peculiarly adapted to the habits of this fish, and offers fine 
facilities for spawning. Its contiguity to an Indian encampment, howClver, will render 
this somewhat difficult. As a trout stream it is unsurpassed, and the most likely means of 
effectually protecting it will be to lease it for the purpose of angling. 

Great quantities of gaspereaux and bass were formerly taken in this river, but this 
branch of the fishing has been nearly destroyed by seining. The Fishery Regulations for 
Districts 5, 6, 7 and 8, under section 5, provide "that no seining be allowed within the 
District comprised between Moody's Point and ea!.terly end of Bartibogue Island, and up 
the Bartibogue River, under a penalty ef $40 for each offence." Since this regulation 
came in force, tbe stream has become an excellent fishing ground for gaspereaux, gill nets 
alone being used. At a short distance from Bartibogue, Messrs. Lapman and Blizard 
have a fishing establishment where they usually take in about 56,000 Iba. of s3lmon durinf!: 
a seaSOD. They prepare a large proportion of their fish for market by smokinl' them. 
There is a small ,mill upon the river, but as the dam is low it offer9 no serious impedi­
ment to the fish when proceeding up the stream. 

From the Bartibogue, until the North·west Bridge is reached, there are a great many 
stands of nets set from the shore. On many ot'these the owners have refused to pay their 
annual taxes in consequence of the working of the General Regulations under the Fishery I 
Law, which relates to salmon, viz. :-" For every net so used of fifty fathoms in length, 
fifty cents, and for every fathom over fifty, one cent." They evade the tax by keeping 
their nets one or two feet under the rateable length, while there is no doubt that many 
stands, with 48 fathoms of net, take nearly double the number of salmon during the season 
that 150 fathoms take in other positions. 

The distance between the County line of Gloucester and the bridge over the North. 
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west, is now under the supervision of Mr. Andrew Grant, Fishery Warden. In his 
district there have been collected taxes from the following persons:-

BURNT CHURCH AND NEGUAC. 
Robert Log~ie. . . .. .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . ... ... ...... .... . 50 
Peter Loggle...................................... 50 
Alex. Loggie....... ....... .. . .. ... .. ... ....... 60() 
John Andereon .................•..• " ...........• 250 
George Loggie .................. " • ... .. . . . . .. . . . .. 600 

:. Mo~~~~~~~: : : : : :: :: : ~ :: : : . : : : : : ' ..... : : ~ ~ : :: '. : : : :: 2~g 
Hugh Ross. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. • ... .. . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 180 
B. Ross ................................ " ......... 150 
Ammon Ross ..................................... 180 

OAK POINT. 

fathoms. 
do 
do in different set!. 
do 
do in different sets. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

John Buoy................................ ....... 2;;0 do 
James Davidson, Bsq............................... 250 do 
Alex. McKinnon................... ... .. . .......... 150 do 
Duncan Morrison.............................. .... 250 do 
D. Morrison ......................... , . . .. . .... . . .. 250 do 
Alex. Buoy.. ...................................... 70 do 
R. ~IcDonald. .. . .. . .. . ... . .. . .. . .. ... .. ... . .. . .. . . fij do 
Geo. Smith........................................ 65 do 
J. Ennis...................... ................... 65 do 
J. Grant................ .. ....................... 70 <lo 
Francis Russell ............ , . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. ....... 65 do 
John Grant. ..... .. . .. .. .. . .. ... .. ... ............. 60 do 
Francis RusseII. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 6;; do 
.John Grant............... ........... ............ . 60 do 
Wm. Gordon...................................... fi5 do 
Johu Currie ...................................... 65 do 
Wm. Loggie ................. '" . ... ... ••. .. . . . . . . . 65 do 
Wm. Clark.. ... . . .. .. .. . . .. . .. . .. . ..... . .... ... . . . 65 do 

Now, when wc reflect that there are three establishments kept continuallyeD;lployed 
during the fi~hing Beason in I'utting up salmon for the market, and that the quantity cured 
in this district made an aggregate of 159,000 Ibs., we can easily observe that a great many 
fishermen have escaped taxation by curtailing their nets within the rateable length. The 
fishermen of Portage Island, who rcap moro benefit from the salmon being proteoted than 
any others, have durin/!: this season not contributed anything to aid in seeuring that protec. 
tion upon which not only their profit, but the very existenoe of the salmon depends. In IIny 
law to be made, all nets should be taxed. No doubt the fainst manner of levying a tax 
upon the fishermen for the protection of the fisheries should be based upon the actual 
catch of their nets, bot this cannot be fairly carried out, in consequence of the impossibility 
of getting 11 fair statement of the numbers taken. 

The North-wcst Bridge is situated but a short distance from the mouth of this branoh. 
In the regulations that apply to this district, inoluded in NOB. 5, 6, 7 and 8, there is a 
clause that provides: " No net shall be set within four rods of the bridge on either side 
of the North·west River, and no seine shall bJ drawn within 40 rods below, and 20 rods 
above thc said bridge on either side of the river." I would suggest that the former portion 
of the clause which relates to set nets should be continued under any law that may be 
adopted, and that the lattor be retained if seines are to be permitted at all. 

From all I could observe or learn, I am foroed to belicve that there is no system of 
fishing, at prosont carried on, more injurious to the fisheries of this country than seini".,!. 
It is well known that small fish cannot escape from the seine aftor being enciroled in it. 
The larger fish in endeavouring to escape drive the smaller fish ashore as the soine is drawn 
in. In fact a seine is praotically only a moveable weir, which allows nothing to escape. 

There are two or three scining grounds above the bridge, where large quantities of 
bass and gaspereanx are annually taken, togethcr with these fish there must be a iar"e 
number of grilse and trout, which are frequently larger than the fish the seines arc intend~d 
to take, and which would not be caul!:ht in the ordinary salmon net. From the seines, 
therefore, the salmon fishery must suffer to an extent that it now can ill afford. It will 
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therefore be (\ matter of grave consideration whether those seines should not be strictly 
prohibited, if they aro permitted, wdrs might as well bo allowed, a~ the prineiple is the 
~ume, and is attended with the sa:ne injuriuus results. 

From the bridge, until the head of the tid(l is reaohed, the lenO'th of the nets in the 
different localities is distinot,y stated in the District Regulations. '" 

When I visited this locality Mr. Jeremiah O·Sullivan, the Warden, had just made a 
few seizures of nets for violation of {he law rebting to length. The parties who owned 
them, not content with the length allowed by law, were in the habit of attaching a tail, 
from five to tcn fathoms, to the end of their bar net, coursing it with the line of the river. 
Of this the Warden c,mld take no cognizance. During the night, however, they were 
accustomed to lift the killock that confined it to its course, and carry the tail on a line with 
the bar net, thereby securing an undue Ildvant~ge over their neighbours above, in violation 
ot the law. Several cases of this kind were detected while I was in the vicinity. I was 
also informed that many parties carried out nets beyoud their pickets, by sinking them 
two or three feet below the surface. Nets have been set here for catching grilse, and large 
number8 of them have found t.heir way to the fish preserving establishments. The owner 
of one of these informed mo that ~reat numbers of them had been offered to him during 
the season. ;\huy parties had com~ to him, who were willing to eupply salmon if the 
contract would inclnde all the grilse they wight bri og-. Whilst at Red Bank, near the 
head of the tide, I W<J.S informed hy a credible person t,.at he had seen two or three barrels 
of salmon a few days before, all of whioh had been taken with the spear. . 

There is an Indian enonrup:uent at this place, from whioh Can be seon nightly, spenl·­
ing parties setting out on their unlawful work. I ~itne5sed one night not fewer than 
seven torches in different parts of the river . 

. Many of the fish caught upon the N~rth 'Vest are sold to a fish preserving establish­
ment OD the south branch of the Miramichi. The rest are disposed to ~lessrs. G A. 
Willard and William S. Brown, the former has, during the season, put up 20,00q Ibs., the 
latter about 10,000 Iba. by the hermotically Healing process. 

After leaving the tideway, aDd directing my course up the stream, I found the most 
flagrant and daring violations of the law. At different plaoes I foulld the stakes reached 
altogether across the stream, and those that. did not were, for the most part, in direct 
violation of Seotion 1, General Regulations. whioh provides that no net shall extend more 
than one third aoross the main channel. The river at tho time of my visit was extremely 
low, and the fishermen aesigned tlAis 113 a reason why the nets appeared to be unlawfully 
set. They inform~d me that after a rain I would find they did not exceed the bounds 
prescribed by law. Whetber this is the case or not I had no opportunity of afterwards 
observing. but can only say that in future all nets s~ould be kept within the prescribed 
limits at all states of the river. There lS no doubt that many nets are Bet from shore to 
shore. \~omplaints of this nature were more than once made to m", and I am only surpriselll. 
that 11 single salmon can find its way to the Bpawoin~ grounds. At several plaoes where the 
nets seemed to meet the legal req uirements, I fonnd from the outlide stakes, to tho opposite 
~ide of the shore, stones placed in a roW as if to turn the fish in the direotion of the net. 
The nets legally set arc naulIlly to bc found upon rapids, where there is no chann6l 
distinctly marked, and the parties avail themselves of thiS faot to generally take up one 
third of the river. 

For yenrs past, parties from the North·west havG been aocustomed to cr088 the Portage 
to the Nepisiquit, and take large number nf salmon and grilse from that river; but from 
all I could learn they had not made a visit to it np to the time I w s up the N orth·west. 
I heard, however, that the same parties were then up the Little South-west, where they • 
had nets set, from which river they ocoasionally wlde a rai,j upon the Renous, a tributary 
of the Main SO·lth-west. One or two families on this ri, er seem to have acquired a Jucnl 
reputation for fishing illegally. One of the aets of stakes which I observed aems, the 
Btream had been placed there by a member of ono of these families, and the fishermen 
along the river seeme,j to throw all the blame of breaking the laws upon them. 

I was informed that it was no unusual thing for p .rties to go upon the spawning 
ground" of the small btream9 that flow into the rive., drive the fish into the pools, and then 
sweep them out with Dets. Oolya few seasons since two spearing parties loaded their canoes 
so fu.lI, that being unable to propel thillu over the shallow." they cut out the bellies Qf the 
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fish and left the rest to rot. I observed signs of spearing tbroughout the whole course.of 
the rive,', aDd at many houses saw all the implement. employed in this illegal practice 
openly expos~d to view. The settlers as wdl as the Indians seem to con3ider spearing as 
one of their rights, and practice it in defiance of the law, although they agree in declaring 
that sal moo are annually getting scarcer. Their principal excuse is, that they are not 
fairly dealt with, on account of the length of nets permitted at the mouth of the harbor. 

This district is altogetller too large for one Warden to protect effectually. From the 
head of the tide, to the source of the different streams which ewpty into the North.west, 
w,)uld fully occupy one man's attention during the fishing season, and close tim", At 
present it is impossible fur the Warden to do anything. If he goes up the riv,'l', the 
partiei below fish illegally, and su complete are thc arrangements between the poachers, that 
their companions are notified of his approach, long befure he makcs his appearance. The 
fishermen, alIiecl by common interest, watch the Warden far more closely than he can thew. 

During winter seriol\s injury is done to the bass fishing upon this river by scooping 
them. This fish is brvught to market of all Bi~es, and the consequence is that during late 
yeare, they have not been as plentiful a~ they were formerly. I am, however, forced to admit 
that Illore inj ury is done to this fishery by seine. in summer than by scoop nets in winter. 

On the Sevogle, one of thJ branches of the North·west, I found only three nets, all of 
which, at tile time I was there, seemed to be legally set. Of one, however, I heard serious 
complaints frolll the fi:!hermen. On account of the lowness of the water on the Little 
South-west, L cou'd not proceed far up that stream. From enquiries made at Red Bank, 
and nther places, 1 lEurned that the same system of netting and spearing is pursued as 
upon the North·west. 

The following li"t sh~wB the names of parties owning nets from the North-west bridge 
to the ~ource uf the river, including its tributaries. After leaving the head of the tide, 
the nets are of diff~rent lengths and almost all below the rateable length. 

• 

fly. Vye (3 sets), 
.A, Towser, 
P. McDowland, 
John Goodtellow, 
Richard Lawlor, 
John Chaplain, 
Edmund lIubbard, 
George Sutherland, 
John l\1cTavi~h, 
Eugh Currie, 
Joseph Lawlor, 
David Walsh, 
Patrick Gillies, 
Wm. Mullins, 
John Nowlan, 
Wm. Burnl, 
John Howe, 
Robert Fonythe, 
John Mcnnis, 
T. Taylor, 

Wm. Ellieon, 
R. Kingston, 
J. Rolph, 
Wm. Cupp, 
F. Peabouy, 
J. Matchett, 
J. Ryan, 
Thomas Mullin, 
Peter Eyland, 

FRQItl lI1Ul)GE TO HEA.D Oj' TIDE. 

J. blcIntosh, 
Joseph UondfeUow, 
Thomas Hill, 
Patrick Key., 
David Goodtellow, 
Thomas 111 uUina, 
J. Chaplain, 
Alex. Leech, 
John Simpson, 
Thomas Lawlor, 
H ngh Gilliea, 
Wm. Johnson, 
Wm. MoAllister, 
Joe Joe (Indian), 
David Ellieon, 
Wm. Leech, 
Wm. Mennies. 
John Rodgers, 
B. ~lcKinnon. 

MAIN N01l.TH-WI1ST. 

J. Kinl!'ston, 
R. Mullin, 
Wm. Mc(Joomea, 
John O'Shea, 
Murdoch SuIlivan, 
J ames Fitzgerald, 
Thomas McGibboll (S seta), 
J ames J ohnsoll, 
J. l\latobett, 



J. Estey, 
R. Hill, 
J. Blaokmore. 

J. Estey (3 setts), 
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LITTLE SOUTH-WEST. 

SEVOGLE. 

R. Holmee, 
Wm. Hyland 

John Hare. 
Upon all these streams there are excellent stations for angling. I would therefore 

recommend that Ih" Sevogle be set apart aa a nursery river, and leased for Ihe purp08e of 
angling, which prosecuted fairly can never injure the fisheries to any degree. I have 
named the 8evogle on aC/'ount of there being fewer nets on that stream than on any oth!!r, 
although for spawning purposes it is not equal to some All these streams will require 
more than ordillary wutchiog for a few years to restore them to anything like their former 
state. The fishermen agree ill stating that every year salmon are becomillg scarcer, and 
nearly all employ the surest possible rueaos to exterminat.e them alto~ether. The best 
means of restoring the river would be to assimilate our fishery law to tbat existing at 

,present in On tario and Qnebec. Until this be done, I am convinced that the decrease of' 
salmon will yearly become more apparent. At! rescnt the best prutection the fish receives 
results from hea\'y freshets that sweep timber and rubbish into the strea:ns, so as to 
prevent fi:shing entirely, and allow the salmon to proceed to th1 diffc~ent branches of the 
stream, urged on by the powerful instinct of procreation. I feel confident that this alone 
has done worc to prevent the extermioaticn of ~almon than any thing else. 

One of the standing complaints among the fi.hermeu on the North·west, arises from 
the fact that the outside fishermen, and in fact most of those who use Hoat nets in fi>hing. 
Beem privileged from observing section 9 of the General Regulations, which provides for 
the weekly close time. From all I could sec and learn, I am coovioced that this portion 
of the law seems to be carried out along the North·west, and affords one day at least in 
the week for the fish to proceed upwards. 

In the General Regulations, section 10, owners of nets are permitted to leave the 
stakes. upon which their nets have been stretched, remaining in tha river for ten days 
after the fi,hing sea~on has ended. 1\1yopinion is that the time is altogether too long. 
So long BS st.akes are alluwed to stand 30 long will oets be attached to them. I think that 
in any future law 4~ hours only shOUld be allowed t) withdraw all fixture~. 

1\11'. Venning having inspected tbe south· west branch of the j)liramichi, I did not 
proceed up that stream, although it formed a p rtion of your letter of instruction to do 
so. From the mouth of the north-we"t branch of the JiirallJichi, there aru on the south 
side of the river but few gooe! fishing stations until you r~ach ;\liddle Island. Oec~sionally 
seining for gaspereaux is prosecuted at Canadian :.'Iiar,h and N el;on, both places being 
well adapted fur that pur rose. From Middle I~land until you arri ve at Point Esouminac, 
there is an uninterrupted succession of salmon nets. At 'Black Brook there is an estab. 
lishment for pre~ervin!!: fi.h, owned by A. D. Sheriff, Esq, which annually puts up 
20,000 Ibs. of salmon. At Point·aux-Car, there is an establishment owned by Alex. 
Loudoun, Esq., where large quantities of salmon are smoked, the rest beiog put up in 

'cases hermelically sealed. This establishrr: ent preserves and swokes upwards of 3~,!lOO 
Iba. each Reason. At all the places where salmon can be taken. from Point·aux·Car to 
:Fox Ialaod, there are nHS set for their capture. A few ar J set off Buy du Vin Island, but 
the greater rortion of the fishing is from the mainland. In Bay du Vin there is a large 
oyster bed. which h~s not been much injured by raking on account of the depth of the 
water. The oysters taken here are the best to be found in the ~1iramichi, being lllrge and 
well H. vored. 

Al 1 "x Island, Alexn~aer Loudoun, Esq., has a large establi.hment, where he 
presen t:d, oy the hermetically ~e'l1ing proccs~, during the season, 4 S,OOO Ibs. of salmon. 
At a ahort distance A. D. Sheriff, .Jj;sq., has another establishment where he cases upwards 
of 64,(;00 Iba. of salmon annually. On Fox Island some of the salmon nets stretch into 
the sea, 300 fathoms from the Ehore. This is a great cause of complaint by thuse H;hiug 
farther up the river, who d~clarc that the greatest injury to the fi~hinl!: interests is corn. 
)uittcd upon Fox and Portage Islands. I am strongly 01' the opinion that no net should 
9~ IIJ)9w'~ t\l ~l\~cnrl mllre 200 fathoms fr?m thl! sb\lr~. ..\ll the nets in this dietr\ct art 
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set with killocks. which are not required to be lifted upon Sunday, this provision in thu 
law gives the fishermen who use killock nets an undue advantage over those stationed 
farther up the river. This portion of the law should be altered at once, and the fishermen 
who use killocks should be compelled to loop up their ~ets-f'rom S ... turday oight to Monday 
morning. There is 00 doubt that this would eutail a little extra trouble upon the fisher. 
men, but iD justice to parties who use-picket nets, as well a" in justice tll tLe iQterests of 
the river, some such provision in the law i3 absolutely necessary. Portage and Fox 
Islands offer the best fi.hing stands in the bay or on the river, and by fur the greatest 
quantities are taken at these places. The fisherm:n there Illay be said to control the 
fIver, alld to monopolize the fi,hEiry. It EEems to me that in sOllle way those parties who 
derive the greatest benefit from the fi·heries of Lhe river, should contribut.oJargely to 
their protection. I am decidedly of' opinion that the Government shoulQ assume their 
ri)(ht to cootrol nil fishing stand'i, and that in ony general law adopted fur the regulation 
of the fishing of the Domin!on, provision should be made for leasiug these at a fair price, 
or perhaps the best mode would bo to uffer them to public competition, alter starting with 
a fair upset price. Along the shoreB of the island, and upon the main land, great quanti. 
ties of lobs crs can be taken. -

The District Rpgulations in Nos. 5, 6, 7 anu 8, read thus :_CC No net whatever 
to be set off any Island, middle ground or qhoal in the Bay, Harbour or River l\1ira· 
michi and its branches excepting as hereinafter permitted;" in the exceptioDH made I 
cannot find any clanse that applies to Fox or Portage Island, and must therefore conolude 
that the fishing upon both islands is carried on in direct violation of t le present law, so 
that in rcgulHting net~ at thes~ localities no injustice would be done to those who have 
I>i,herto been ~~apir g a larp;e harvest by open violation of the present law. At Point 
bscuminac there is an cstabli.hment for preserving fish, owned by Thomas Fleighe.·, Esq., 
who probably preservcs 10,000 lbs. of salmon and the same quantity of lobsters. 
Lobsters, along this shore, csn be got in almost Ilny quantity nt the cost of 60 ets. per 
hundred. The rivers upon the south shore of the ~Iiralflieht are Napan., Black, and Bny 
uu Vin Hivcrs. The former at one time was an excellent salmon stream, and a few fish 
still resort to its waters during the spawning season j it wdl require many years of careful 
guardianship to restore its old reputation as a salmon river. Black HiveI' is not now 
frequented by salmon, but trout are still abundant. The Bay du Vin HiveI' was formerly 
con,idered to be onc of the hest streams upon the main river for salmon, but a mill·dalll 
now prevents them from ascending to their old haunts, nnd few are no\v to be found in 
nny part of the river. Grcat quantities of bass, hcrrin~s and ga,pereaux, can be taken 
alon~ the coast from Escuminac to Napau Uny. From the cQmplaints that I heard when 
on the North.west, I wa. dl,po,cd to thiuk that n great deal of ill~gal fishing could he 
discovered in this diHtriot, but I am happy to state that with the exception of the length 
of the nets upon Fox Island, and tLo use of ., srring" nets upon Purtage hland, that the 
outside fishing is as fairly conducted as pOEsiblc, aud that no iujury to the fishery results 
from their modo of proseouting it. 

The Warden for this district is Mr. Amos Perley, who inf,)rmcd me that there were 
twenty sets of nets in his district undor 50 fathoms, Ilnd that the parties OWDill'no them 
refused to pay any taxes. l'he following persons own the nets from Nelson to Escu"mitlac, 
logether with those upon the islands which paid taxes. . 

ESCUMINAC. 
Jamcs McLean ........................................ . 
Thomlls Flaglol' ....................................... . 
Mi ·hael BrausfiQld ......•.............................. 
il. McLean .......................................... . 
Joseph Lewis ................... ' ..............•......• 

FOX ISLAND. 
Robert Noble 4;·800 ................................... . 
John Noble ..• : ...................................... . 
Peter Lo~gie .................. " ................... . 
Lather Williston ................................... . 
Alex. Loggie....... .. ............................... . 
W. &; L. Willietol} ........ , ............................ .. 

100 fathoms. 
90 do 
50 do 
GO do 
~O do 

400 fatboms, 2 eets. 
300 do 
150 do 
270 do 
270 do 
600 do d~ere!lt setl!; 
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HUCKLEBERRY ISLAND. 

Alex. Mm, ............ , .. " ..... , • •.. . •..• . •. . . . . ••••• 250 fathoms. 
John Mills....... .. . ....... . .......................... l~O do 

BAY DU VIN. 

J:!~saTaW:r~·".' ......... : ........ .' .................................... :::::: .. :: 75 do 
100 do 

Thomas Carrel. ...................................... . llO do 
Alex. Taylor ......................................... . 100 do 
D. lIfcLeod .......................................... . 150 do 
Luther Williston................... .. ................ . 390 do 
\V. & IJ. Williston ............. " ......... " .......... .. 500 GC' 

John WiIliston ................... _ .................. . 150 do 
Robert Loggie.. .... .... ... . ................ .. IOU do 

NAPAN BAY. 

~~~j.c~w~~!r: :: : : . : :'. : : : : :'.: : :: ::: : : : : : : : : : : : ...... . 
George Taylor ...................................... . 

270 do 
100 do 
200 do 

Alex. McD·Jnald ................ , . . ... . . .. . . . ... . .... . llO do 
Rohert Rossell. .............. " ....................... . 240 do 
Pinlay McDonald ..................................... . 
.Tames Chapman ...................................... . 
James Loggie ................•........ . .... " ...... . 
Mrs. McDonald ....................................... . 

300 do 
200 do 
250 do 
100 do 

John Gnnn ............................................ . 100 do 

BLACK BROOK. 

Alex. Mnrdock .••........•.....•........... , . . . . . . . . . . . 80 do 
George Sweezy.................. ............. ........ 110 do 
Philip Savoy. . .. . .. . . .. . .. ............................ !l0 do 
William Forrest..................................... 5:l do 
Alex. Menderson. . . .. ... . .. . .. . . . .. . ... . ... . . . .. . .. . . 50 do 

R E 1\1 .\. R K El . 

1st. There should be onc Inspector of Fisheries for the Province ot' New Brunswick, 
to wbom the Wardens upon the different stations should be compelled to make ;\1onthly 
Rel'orts of all violations of the Fishery Law, Returns of all monies paid in as taxes, and 
of all other matters !>crtaining to their duties. 

The greater portion of the money devoted to the protection of the Fisheries should bc 
employr.d in engaging active Wardens, to serve upon the branches of tbe different rivers 
above the head of' the tide, where the greatest injury is done to the fishing. 

In the tidc.way, the dutie~ of a Warden are, comparatively speakiug, of no importance, 
when contrasted with those IVho are stationcd upon the small branches. With the excep· 
tion of over.netting among the islands in the Restigouche, and the use of swing nets at 
Portage Island, on the Miramichi, I feel convinced that the salmon fishery in tha tide· way 
of the different rivers has not beeu injurious to th3 interests of this portion of our national 
wealth. 

2nd. As long as excessive netting is permitted upon the branches of the different 
rivers, so long will it be found impossible to protect the Fisheries effectually. The narrow 
width of the streams present a temptation to the fbhermen, not of'en withRtood, to carry 
his net from shore to shore. It is a question for grllve consideration whether the time has 
uot come for prohibiting all net fishing in the rivers above tidal waters. Either this mea· 
~lIJ'e, or some very impurtant restrictions, will eventually become necessary to save the 
rivers from depopulation. 

Srd. At present nothing is more required than a ~trict observance of the lOec.\·l.lJ close 
time-to this there should be no excepti9R; all ~ets ar.d 'lVe\r~) :lllq cllgipes 9f ~!l I-inds, 
~l!o1l1d be compe!ll:d to opsrrvc it. . . 



22 

The fishermen employed along the sea coast and the mouths of the different rivers 
invariably use the kilIoek and float nets; and these, according to our present law, are not 
compelled to observe the close time on Sundays. By this privilege being granted to theRe 
nets, no free passnge is allowed to tbe salmon upon that day. This gives the outside fish. 
ermen a great advantage over those who fish in the river and set their nets upon stakes. 
In any law to be made iu future for the protection of salmon, a provision should be made to 
compel those who UBe the kilIockand fioat net to" loop.up" their bar netopposite every" tail," 
or at lea~t in every three fathoms. I know it will be contended that, on account of the 
roughness of tho sea in maoy places along the coast, it would be impossible to compel the 
observance of any imperati ve law to loop the nets; but there can be 110 doubt that, on 
every Saturday when the fi~herman can vi.it his nets, he could likewise loop tbem. 

The present law, which permits the owners of stake nets to allow their stakes or 
pickets to remain iu the river for ten days after the .fishin~ season has ended, should be 
repealed in all future laws. A great deal of illegal fishing could be prevent~d every sea­
son were a heavy fine cxacted from the owncrs of all stakes not removed within forty. eight 
bours after t he close season sets in. 

4th. Swing nets should be prohibited. Fortunately, they seem to have only a local 
adaptation and are Dot used, except in one lo.;ality. In justice to the fishermen above Port­
age Island on the ;lliramicbi they should not be allowed, as they are only a worse form of 
the drift net, which is not permitted to be used in harbours by the law of New Brunswick. 

The same prohiJ.iticn fhould likewise extend to seines used in any of the rivers, as no 
fish can escape from the!!., although the mesh of the seine be sufficiently large to a!low 
two·thirds of the fish taken to escape through it. The stationary trap is not more injuri. 
ous to the fishing interest thun the use of the seine. 

5th. All nets sbould start from the shore, and nene should be allowed to be set upon 
any miadle ground, bar or shoal, nor in the small branches of the river; nor should nets 
be allowed to be set upon the" rapids" of the small streams above the tideway. 

6th. No nets, in any location, should be allowed to exceed 200 fathoms in length. 
7th. The capture of trout, by means of nets, should be prohibited, as large quantitie~ 

of grilse are taken with them, greatly to the injury of the salmon fishery. 
8th. Wardens should be invested with power to destroy all nets, canoes or spears, in 

the possession of any person found violating the law. Such power would remove a diffi­
cnlty complained of by Warden", that they have freque~tly to carry nets, etc., a long dis­
tance to the place of sale, where they can find no person WIlling to bid against the party 
from whom they have been seized, and who Irenerally buys them at a nominal figure. 

9th. The provision fuuDd in the preEent law of NfW Brunswick, that compels the 
fishermen upon the PlIkemouche River to set the net parallel with the line of the stream, 
~ho\;ld, nntil the stream be restored, be a portion of any law that may be introduced. 

10th. All fishing stands Ehould be put up to rublio competition, starting with a fair, 
upset price. 

APPENDIX. 
To the lIonorable P. lIhTOHELL, 

l.\Jinistcr of Marino and Fisheries. 

SJR,-After due provision is made {or the protection of the Inland and Coast Fisheries, 
there yet remains much to be doue, in order to place this branch of our National wealth in 
itA pr< per position. 

It will bc observed from my former Report tb!lt certain fish are not taken in as largo 
(ju3lJtities ae they migbt be. Along the north shore of New Brunswick almost any quantity 
of herrings could be coptured in the spring SC3SJO. In former times, sucb was their abun. 
dance, tllat they were actually used as manum npon the land; the low price that is now 
r~id for them in the American market, to wllicb tbry were formerly exported, ha~ not been 
8ufficiently remunerative to lead to any great extension of the Herring Fish~ry. From 
various circumstances t hat have come undd my notice, I am inclined to think that this 
IIlIV pri~e dpe~ DOt re~l1lt from the want of Jllarkcts, but frolll tb~ ,\ov!lIlly ViIlY in '1'hiQ~ 
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our fish have, as a general rule, been handled before leaving our shores. There is no de· 
nying that fish have been thrown upon the American market almost unfit for food, frem the 
careless and reprehensible manner in which they have been cured. Sometimes the barrels 
eontain huge stones, plAced in them to add to their weight, and thus the character of our 
fiih, which, when taken from the water, are inferior to none in the world, is greatly depre. 
ciated, and the trade injured; and this has been done with the brand of aNew Brunswick 
Inspector placed upon them. 

I would respectfully suggest that a more stringent insp~ction be enforced, both of filih 
Ilnd fish oil, to whi·:h enJ, a Supervisor of Insp~ctors of cured fish should be appointed, 
whose duty would be to sce that the Inspection Laws were properly enforced, and that no 
fish unfit tor the market received the official seal. 

This d1lry could be advantageously comblDed with that of the Inspector of Fisheries, 
at trifling additional cost, anj could n')t fail to be att.~nded by the most benelLial results. 

I would also respectfully suggest that, in such districts as required tre aprointment 
of Inspectors of cured fish, the District Overseers could, with advantage, perform this duty, 
and thus the necessity of a large staff of officials in connection with the Department could 
be obviated, and a due economy would be secured. 

That some gener.l measure of this na! ura is absolutely necessary to the development 
of our fishing reSlJurces I am convinced, from the numprou~ complaintB that came tu my 
knowledge during my tour of io~pection; and.I consider it my duty to call attention to the 
!llbject, in order that some remedy may be applied to remove the cause vf them. 

I understand there is such a law in Canada. and I think its provisiooil might, with 
great advantage, be extended to the Lower Provinces. 

Hoping that all defeats may bo excused, in consideration of' the 81ortncs3 0 f time 
to which I W~I limited, and regretting the paucity of Ehtistical information, w~iJb. 
it was next to impossible to obtain in 80 hurried a tour, I respectfully liubmit tho whol e 
to your cOD!ideration. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obediellt servallt, 

P. MILLE&. 
CaATKAl'4, OQtober 15, 1867. 
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~f It. J 0 H N S TON'S REP 0 RT. 

"'IARINE AND FISHERIES OFFICE, 

To the Honorable P. l\IITCHELI" 
Halifux, Nova Seoti:!, 19th Feb., 1868. 

Minister Marine anu Fisheries, Ottawa. 

Sm,-In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to snbmit to yon a 
hastily prepared l'eport upon the present state of the River Fisheries of this Province. I 
regret that the time :-..t DIy disposal would not admit of a more extended examination of the 
rivers; but the state of those dc.,cribe'i will serve to show how great the ncees"ity is for a 
more stringent enforcement of the existing laws, and for the enactment of such additional 
ones as are necessary to protQct those nurseri~s of our coast and harbour fisheries. 

The deplorable condition to which many rivers, formerly resorted to by myriad;; of 
fish, have been reduced is not ovcrstated. 'rhe law in force in this Provinell, leaviog to 
Ihe SessiJns the appointment of Ward'ens of Hiver Fisheries, has been of little practical 
value, a~ these otlicer~, e.ven when appointcu, have seldom attempted to carry out the 
provisions of the statute. Under any circumstances the appointment of Local Overseers 
without a Chief Inspector, who can devote the nccc~sary time and attention to vi~iting 
personally the different localities, and seeing that the law is enforced, will not avail much 
10 the real protection of the river fisheries. 

In this Provine} the importance of protecting !ish, which re-;ort to river; to spawn, 
and upon which the coast and harbour fisheries in a great measure depend, is entirely 
underrated. Iu consequcuce of the ignorance which exisl" on the subject, most people 
look upon any interference with their mills, or with their a~sumed right of taking the fish 
which Providence sends to their doors, in any way and at all tiwes, as arbitrary and 
tyrannical. 'rhey do not realize that obstructions placed in the way of' fish res'Jrting to 
their spawning grounds, or the destruction of large nurubers while there, involves the 
destruction of' myriads, and tend, to the speedy extinction of the species resorting: to them. 
()onsequently their sympathies are more in fuvor of the violators of the Fishery Laws, 
than of the officers charged with enforcing their provisiol's. 

The fisheries on our coasts are an important branch of Provincial industry, which is 
yearly increasin~ in extent and value. These depend almost whoily upon the protection 
afforded to the fish iu the uurseries in which they are spawned and bred; and no policy 
can be more short.sighted, or morc to be deplored, than thut which allows these invaluable 
resourees to be saClific.ed to the temporary convenience of the mill.owner, or to the 
cupidity and ignorance of the settlers on the banils ot our rivers. 

All throu"h our Provinee the very names of many of our rivers, in which a salmon is 
now rarely see~, are memorials of the consequences of this .hort.sighted policy, which 
failed to protect them, till the mischief wa~ i.rretriev"ble. In many others, t~le sa~lle 
cause is rapidly leading to the same end, b:,t It IS not yet too late to prevcnt theIr entire 
destruction by judicious legi,lation and ~trlD~ent enforcement of the laws. 

Among the ca:Jscs which have led to this depopulation of our rivers, the chief are 
mill.dams without fish· passes, spearing on the ppawning grounds, and illegal netting in 

tl 
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all places where nets can be set. The following result of au inspection of the rivets 
described, will more fully show the extent of these evils. 

Liverpool River is a large stream which empties Lake Rosignol, into which fiow a 
number of smaller streams fed by numerous lakes. It is onc of the best nurseries for 
migratory fish in the Province, and formerly both it and its tributaries swarmed with 
~nlmon and gaspereat.x, but at present these fish are cut off from their old haunts by several 
mill-dams, all without fish-passes. A few of both species still annually come to the foot of 
the lower dam, where they soon fall a prey to thc spearer. The immediate erection of 
passes in these dams, and the strict prohibition of netting and spearing for several years 
would doubtless restore this river to something like its former condition. 

The owners of these dams are said to be men who, from their position, should be the 
conservators instead of the violators of the laws. One is or was a lIlember of the Legisla­
tive Council, and another a ;lIagistrale and formerly a Member of the House of Assembly. 

Port Medway is the longest River in the Province, its head waters being in Annapolis 
County. There are numerous darns across it, aud although they are without fish-ways, 
the necessity of their being opened to admit the passage of logs now to be found only 0;) 

its upper waters, enables quite a number of salmon and gaspereau still to ascend it, but 
overnetting in the harbour keeps down the increase, ana more judicious regulations, 3" 

well as suitable fish-paRses in the dams are necessary to restore itli former myri~dA. 

Pflit Rivi!:rc is not as it,; name would seem to imply, an insignificant stream. It 
empties many lakes, but flowing through a fiat conntry, its course is sluggish. It is 
obstructed by num~rous dams, many of them now useless. Formerly vast quantities of 
g"spereau spawned in this river, and salmon in considerable numbers frequented its waters. 
'1'he few fish which now resort to it are netted in the harbour, and nothi_Jg will save it from 
utter depopulation but immediate passages in the dams, stringent regulations as to netting, 
and a due observance of close time in the harbour. 

La Have Riar.-This is a stream of considei·able magnitude, broken by numerou~ 
rapids and falls. On the main stream are many dams without passes, and illegal netting is 
carried on to a ruinous extent, consequently salmon are becoming very scarce, but shad 
and gaspereau still frequent it. Its western branch was formerly resorted to by immense 
numbers of salmon, but they are now barred by a mill-dam without a pass. About two 
miles from its mouth, on the eastern bank, a tributary flows into it. This is also ubstrueted 
by a useless da:n, and if; now deserted entirely by salmon, althou~h formerly the Indians 
made it their summer retreat in consequence of the abundance of fish that used to frequent 
its wa\ers. 

Several rivers discharge into l'r1ahone Bay, and all sorts of illegal netting is practised 
to capture the fish with which it ab()unds. Bug or tlap nete of immense length are here 
used contrary to law. The first river emptying in it iA 

Mush·iI.-llIush Ri~cr, which formerly was a famous salmon stream, and also swarmed 
with gasperau, is now obstructed by numerou~ dams. The lower one has an insufficient 
pass, but it is noed more as a trap than a passage, for illegal dipping is openly pracLised at 
itB entrance. Both salmon and gasperau are rapidly disappearing, and immediate aotion 
is necessary to prevent its being soon depopulated. 

Nartin's Ri"er.-Old Indians state that, many yearA ago, this river surpassed any 
other on this part of the coast as a resort for fish; salmon and trout in prodi"iou9 numbers 
frequented it, but at present, and for some years past, it has been deserted. I:: A dam at its 
mouth offered an impassable barrier to their ascent, and now nothing is found above it 
but dimin~tivo trout, and these in small numbers . 

. Another stre~m. to. the eastward was ODC~ a fav~rite spawning plaoe for gaspereau, 
whIch resorted to It ID Immense shoals, but thIS, too, IS completely barred to their ascent 
by 11 dam without a pass. • 

Gold River is .one. of the fe~ streams in this Provinoe which is not in some way 
obstrucwd. Ou thIS rIver the tImber has been exhllusted, and no dame 1l0W exist iQ its 
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lower renches. Above the first faIls there is one mill, bnt the dam is passablp., and fi<h 
continue to ascend to its head waters. Were it not for over netting at its mouth, and for 
all kinds of poaching in its head water~, this river would bo one of the best in the 
Province . 

.JJiddle and East Rivers, the two last of any importance that flow into Mahone Bay, 
Bre now bot!l deserted by migratory fish, and Hubbart's Cove River is in the same con. 
dition. 

lngrolwm River, emptying into St. Margaret's Bay, was once 'celebrated for its 
salmon, trout and gaspereau. Near its mouth is a dam, but an apology for a fish.way 
allows the fish to pass when the water is high. Sweeping and spearing is practised in 
the immediate mouth of this pass, and very few are allowed to escapc. Higher up the river 
there is another dam beyoud which no fish can ascend. 

lndi(m Rivcr.-About eight miles from the mouth of this stream a dam exists, hut 
owing to the exertions of the Warden, ~1r. !\lason, emp!oyed by the" Fish Preservation 
Society," a pass has been made through whieh :;almon can now assend :0 the upper waters. 
But few gaspereau can pass this dam. Both species are fast diminishing in numbers, and 
nnless better provisiun is made for their ascent, there is no hope of their increase. 

North East, Little Bast and Hosier's Rivers, all flowing into St. l\1argaret's Bay, are 
so entirely obstructed, that they are deserted. 

Nille llIile R'iL'CI', is one of the most picturesque streams in our Province. It wus 
once a splendid salmon stream, and would be again if a passage for the fi~h that still 
frequent its lowcr part, werc provided, through a dam about eight miles from its mouth, 
where the most ruthless destruction has been practised for years. 

Prospect River, emptying into the bay of thc san:e name, has shared the same fate 
from spears and nets, and the fish are fast disappearing. 

Sackville River, flowing into Halifax Harbour, is a small stream which was once 
a most prolifio salmon nursery, but a dam has been bnilt across it, about six miles frum 
its mouth, and year by year the fish have diminished in number. The efforts of the 
" Preservation Society" have placed a pass in this dam, and have secured a trusty Warden, 
so that there is a good prospeot that this stream may he restored. 

Cow Bay Rive!', flowing into the inlet of that name, was formerly a fine stream for 
gaspereau, hut a dam prevented their ascent, and although the Society caused the dam to 
bc cnt away some years since, the river has not regained its former state. 

Little Salmon River flows from a body of water called Lake ~13jor, a ollm formerly 
obstructed and almost ruined it, but a freshet having swept this away, salmon and gaspereau 
again frequent it. The" Society" has placed a Warden on it, and strong hopes arc ~n· 
tertained of its being rendered a Blost prolific nursery. 

Big Salmon Riff/' is a succession of lakes conuected by large :;treams, which at last 
empty into Laurencetown Harbuur. There are many dams across it, and it is almo~t de­
~erted by ~sh. 

Chezetcoolc River empties into the harbour of that name. '1'here are no dams across 
it, but from the great facilities that exist for netting but few fish reach its uppe~ waters. 
Salmon, sea-trout and gaspereau were once plentiful, but are now much reduced in num· 
bers. 

Port Peswick River is completely obstructed by a dam above the tide way. Im-
mense quantities of gaspereau formerly ascended it. 

JlfuslJ.ua.doboit River was, twenty years ago, a splendid salmon stream, hut netting and 
spearinll: have reduced the number of fish tu a small remnant. A short distance below 
this river is a stream connectiog with a very large lake, which was formerly the spawning 
ground of large shoals of gaspereau, but a dam across thc stream hus barred the ascent for 
11j8nJ ,em, !Hld ~ b~!jeVI! bpth stream aad lake Br~ deserted. . ... 
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JClMore and Charles Rivers are both obstructed by dams. There is au ill-construoted 
and insufficient pass in the latter. Both these streams formBrly abounded in Balmon and 
gaspereau, and there is nothing to prevent their rcstoration but neglect to enforce the law. 

Tangier and Shut Harbour Rivers present tLe same sad history. J;>ams, spears and 
nets, 'have almost ruined what were once fine fish rivers. A few are still caught, but there 
is no pr,ospect of any increase uutil the laws are more stlingently enforced. 

Salmon, Qlloddy, Ecurn Sucun~ and Liscomb Rivers, are all either obstructed by dams, 
or so illegally uetted, that but few fi.h are now seeu in them. 

St. Mrrry's River is one of the largest and finest in the Province, and drains a vast 
extent of country, by means of its east and west branches. Formerly it was, perhaps, the 
very best River in Nova Scotia for salmon and gaspereau. There is no dam on the main 
stream, but the branches are both obstructed. Netting and spearing, and no regard to close 
time, have reduced the river to " very low state, and from the mauner in which both nets 
and spears are now used, it would seem that the object of the inhabitants is to exterminate 
the last first as soon as possible. It is much to be desired that measure3 8hould be taken 
to protect this river. 

The state of things above described in the rivers on the southern side of the Province 
is a fair pictnre of those on the northern side, and there is little doubt that the failure of 
tl',e coast fisheries, ana the consequent destit:ltion of all engaged in them may be attributed 
in great measure to the deplorable state of these nurseries which producc the food of our 
salt water fishes, and attract them to our shores. "\Ye are now suffering the consequences 
of past neglect, and so long as the present state of our rivers continues, these ..:onsequences 
will become more and more serious. Immediate steps are absolutely uecessary to remove 
the evils which exist on almost every river in Ollr Province, and I would respectfully sub· 
mit that among tLe measures adopted, the following suggestions receive consideration:-

1st. The immediatc placing of fish-ways in all dams whieh now obstruct the passage 
of migratory fish; 

2nd. 'fhe appointment of paid Wardens properJy fJualified and s'Vorn in, who shall 
have power of sumlllary action to enable them to perform their duty effectually; 

3rd. The appointmeut of an Inspector to ,vhom the Wardens shall be responsible tiJl' 
the faithful performance of their duty; to whom they must make a full report of al\ their 
doings, with such information as will show the state of the district under their guardianship. 
This officer should be, ex officio, a Magistrate, so far as the enforcement of the Fishery 
Laws are concerned, and should furnish a full yearly Report of the state of the river 
fisheries of the Province. 

COAST AND DEEP SEA FISIIERIJ,;S. 

Nova Scotia occupies the first place among the Provinces of the Dominion in the 
extent and value of her Sea Fisberies, and her exports far exceed those of all the other Pro­
vinces combined. For the last twelve years thcsc havc amounted to nearly $3,000000 
annually. These fisheries arc pur~ue~ along the whole coast line of tho Province, on'the 
nearest banks, and to a great extent ID the Gulf of SI. Lawrence. Tbe banks extending 
along the Nova Snotia coast from St. ~hry'B Bay to the Bay of Fundy, eastward to 
Cape Can so and along the coast of Cape Hreton, and which runs out into the ocean for a 
di~tance varying frolD five to twenty miles, have a depth of from five to fifty fathoms. 
These banks are tbe feeding grounds of cod, herring and mackerel. Besides these there 
arc others at a greater distance from thc coast, among which the most important are St. 
George's, LcHave, Sable, Sambro, Canso and St. Pierre Banks. 

The vessels engaged in these fisheries vary from 25 to 100 tons, and averaoc about 
eight men each. 'lhe fishing on thzse banks for cod commences about the Ist April and 
continues till the middle of June, when tbe vessels proceed to the Gulf of St. Lawr~nce, 
the Bay of C.baleuB, t~c Coast o~ Newfoundland !lnd L~brador. The following remarks 
of Capt. FortlD, are highly comphmentary to the enterpnsc of our fishermen ;_ 

"Every year the coasts of Canada are visited by from 250 to 350 fishiog schooners 
from Nc.va Scotia, and by from 200 to 300 fishing schooners from the Dnikd States from 
tpe spring to the autumP1 ill well equipped vessels, busily employed taking QlW fiplls~ fieh ; 



and we find them afterwards with those Viry fish, competing with us in foreign markets, 
and almost always successfully." 

Herring and mackerel frequent tho whole of the Atlantic coast, and the shore fishery 
is carried on in boats. In the cod and haddock fishery, whalo boats and un decked sail 
b~ats, manned by two, three or four men, are used, and pursue their hbours at variou, 
distances from the shore, often as far out as fifteen miles. In ordinary seasons these 
shore fisheries are a most important and valuable portion of Provincial industry, and gives 
employment to all the inhabitants residing near the shores. 

In the Bay at' Fundy these shore fisheries are more Of less pursued along the whole 
coast, and cod, haddock, hake, pollaok, and herrings are taken ia large quantities. 

On the shores of the Ba~in of :Minas are three banks or ledges, called from their 
distance from the shore, three-mile, five-mile, and nine-Dlile ledges. On these there are 
from 30 to 60 fathoms of water. The best fishing is in June and July, but often con· 
tiuues till tho end of September. . 

.\ nnapolis Basin has lopg been famous for its cod, pollock, hake, haddock and halibut, 
and they are tllken all the year. In this basin the small herrings called" Digby Chickens" 
are taken in vast quantities, and when properly cured are much prized. -'lackerel, lobster, 
and shrimps abound in the basin, and there are extensive beds of scallops and clams on the 
flats. 'l'he principal fishery of the basin, however, is for herrings, which arc taken in 
brush weirs, and vast quantities, too small for curing, are pressed for oil, which is wurth 
abont 60 ccuts per gallon. 

It is a question of some importance whetller governmental supervision of the sea and 
coast fisheries would be attended by any permanent advantage to th;s important branch of 
our industry. There are some practices which, doubtless, have an injurious effect uplJn 
these fisheries, and it is much to be desired that they could be prevented, but !lny restric­
tions would be looked upon as a hudship by those who a[c wholly dependent upon thi,; 
branch of industry for their subsistence. 

With regard to taking fish out of season it would, perhaps, be almost impossible to 
enforce any regulations to prevent this practice, but it is highly desirable that their capture 
durinl; the spawning seaEon should be prevented. 

Respecting fishing with the" bull-tow" or set lines, upon which inumerable hooks 
are suspended, there seems to be such a conflict of opiniolJs that it is difficult to decide 
whether it is injurions or not. The prepor;derance of evidence would seem to countenance 
tbe opinion that it ought to be prohibited near shores and islands, say within three marine 
miles. 

The practice of throwing over offal or "gurry" on the fishing grounds and near 
shores frequented by fish is, without doubt, highly inj urious, and ought by all Dleans to be 
prohibited if possiblc. 

Dcfects in curing greatly depreciate the valMe of our fish, and if this evil can be 
reached by an Inspection Law I think it highly advisable to enforce one, a~ in addition to 
culpable negligence actual fraud is often resorted to, and the high character of our fish 
when properly cured is lowered thereby. There have been strong efforts made of late by 
our merchants to get a stringent InspectiQn Law passed, but they have not been successful. 
There can be no doubt that a return to the system of official inspection, if properly en­
forced, will effectually remove the evils of fraud and carelessnes. In an Apprndix to the 
Report of the British Commissioners there arc a number of memorials on this Rubject, 
which strongly recommend the continuance of the official brand UpOIl herrings. The fol­
lowing is a fair specimen of these recommendations:-

"The undersigned therefore strongly recommend the Royal Commissioners for the 
Sea Fisheries of Great Britain, to leave nothing undone which will speedily and forever 
secure the official branding of herrings, and they further give it as their opinion that by 
80 doing the interests of curers also will be better served than if the branding were 
abolished." 

When in Halifax, in January last, Mr. Smith, the Secretary of the Department, had 
a conference with several merchants of this port, largely engaged in the export of fish to 
foreign markets. The subject discu~sed related principally to the advisability of having 
,some effici~llt system provided for the iDspecti()Q of pickled fish) IIlId IJpon this poillt therll 
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seemed to be but one opinion, and that was, that some arrangement for official compulsory 
inspection was necessary to place this branch of trade upon a satisfactory footing. . 

The law which is contained in the Revised Statutes of this Province may be consl· 
dered as nearly a dead letter for all practical purposes. Its provisions, as regards ~he 
quality and classification of different kinds of fish are thought fully to meet the require· 
ments of the trade, and arc, I believe, substantially the same as those adopted in the 
Unit"d States, and proposed to the Assembly of Canada in the year 18[j5. 

The objections to this law are twofold. 
1st. That inspection is not made compulsory. 
~nd. As to the appointment of Inspelltors. 
The advantages of a thorough system of inspectiou in facilitating the purchase and 

sale of fish, and giving to this important article a character and standing in foreign markets 
are sufficiently obvious; but when the use of the official brand is optional, sometimes 
adopted and at other times neglected, the fish cease to posseEs that invariable charl:cter 
which will insure general confidence, and teud greatly to enhance their value abroad. 
In accordance with this view it has been proposed by some to lea,e it optional with parties 
selling fish within the Province to have them inspected or not, as may be n:ost convenient; 
but to compcl the official brand to be placed on all fish exported uut of the Province, while 
others are strongly of opinion that every barrel of fish packed within the Pro,ince, wbether 
for home consumptlOn or for export trade, should be obliged to undergo official inspectiou. 
In the first instance the merchant assumes the responsihility of the original purchase, and 
uses his own judgment as to the quality, and in the other he is guided principally by the 
brand. 

2. The Nova Scotia law gives to the Sc>sions of each County the right to appoint 
such Inspectors of pickled fish as may be thought necessary j aud this mode, experience 
has proved to be inoperativc. The systcm now generally regarded as preferable, and 
in fact tlfe only efficient onc, is, that all Inspectors should be appointed and controlled by 
the Government. A number of these will bc required for the different fishing districts, as 
well as some supernumerarics at the principal points, in order to get through all the work 
which a busy season might make necessary within a limited time. At the head of them 
should be a Chief Inspector, rc'ponsible for all his Deputies, wno should give bonds, with 
~ufficient sureties, for the proper performance of his and thcir duties. 

As regards the remuneration of these officers, oue of two plans might be adopted: 
either let them cepend upon the proceeds arising from a certain fixed scale of fees, as has 
been the case in this Province heretofore, or else have their salaries paid out of the general 
revenue; this last scems to be the view of most of the merchants hcre, though they do not 
propose the abolition of fee" as it would bc manifestly unfair to ask the Government 
to contribute to EO large an extent for the exclusive bcnefit of One branch of trade. 

The following brief statement will exhibit what might be the practical wJrking of this 
system, and its probable expense. 

The number of packages of pickled fish exported out of Nova Sc,)tia during the nine 
months ended 30th June, 18G7, was ~~:::,13!. During the whole year of 1866, they 
amounted to 2136,139 package". It is impossible to ascertain from the published Trado 
Rcturn~ the nature of these packages, but th·cy were, as I am informed, principally 
barrels; and, for the purpcsc~ of this calculation, I will assume that they were all of that 
description. 

~raking the year 18GG, thcn, as a basis, and charging the fee of eight and oue.half 
cents, payable for inspection per barrel, according to our present law, and we have-

2GG,139 barrels, @ t'i cents ........................•.....••............. $22,ti~1. 

This fund migbt be applied towards defraying the expcnse cf the Inspectors and tho 
Chief, and the surplus might be devoted to the protection of the Fisheries. 

1·'roDl all .£ can learn, there would he little or no objection to the payment of thc fec 
abovo named, as a careful inspection will raise the value per barrel far beyond the amount 
of this small charge. 

1 presume, un~er nny circumstance", fish coming from other countries, say from 
NllWfoY!l4Ia!l4 pr Prm~c Edw;ml Isl~ud, could hp exported without under~oing inspection 
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here, as they would be sold not as Nova. Scotia. fish-but fish caught in Nova Sootia vessels 
at, say the Labrador, and brought into the Province in bulk, would of oourse have to be 
iuspected when packed. . 

I enclose herewith copy of a. Memorial, signed by a large number of our mOJt respect­
able Halifax Merchants, which was presented to the House of Assembly of this Province 
during the Session of 1&67, praying for the appointment of a Chief Inspector, whose salary 
should be paid out of the general revenno. During the same Session, twenty other Me­
morials of a similar character, well signed, from different parts of the Counties of Halifax, 
Lunen~urg, Guysboro' and Cape Breton, were laid on the 'rable of the House. These 
~Iemorials were referred to a Committee, and, for the reasons assigned in their Report 
(Appendix No. 33, Journall~G7), their prayer was not acceded to. 

These documents are valuable however, as shcwing how vcu"f(,l wa~ the desiro then 
for some efficient system of fish inspection. 

In conclusion, I feel quite justified in stating that the adoption of SOllle law making 
the inspection of pickled fish compulsory, will be lluiled a3 a most important aid to this 
very valuable export trade, by a large majority of the dealerq in fish within this Province. 

(Copy). 

" To the Honorab:~ the Representatives o/the People 0/ Nova Scotia 'in Session assembled. 

The Memorial of the undersigned, residents at Halifax, rc"pectfully sheweth: 
That your petitioners have for several year~ experienced increasing difficulty in the 

sale of fish, in consequence of the carelcssne~~ which prevails in preparing tbem for 
market. 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray, that your Honorable House will be pleased to 
amend the Act for Inspection of Pickled Fish, by authorizing the Government to appoint 
a Chief Inspector for the Province, or for each County, as Dl"Y be considered best, and 
that the salary ofsuch officer be paid out of the public revenue. 

The A~t as it now stands, vesting the right of appointing Inspectors la the Sessions 
of each County, is fOUQd to operate very injuriously on the character of pickled fish. Few, 
if any, of the Sessions have appointed Inspectors for several years, and, in cOusequcnce, the 
law has become inoperative. Great complains are made in the home and foreign markets, 
both as to the weight and quality of the fish; so llluch so, that in many cales the fish have 
to be re-weighed and re.inspected, which causes a heavy loss to fishermen and merchants. 

They therefore hope, that your Honorable House will grant the prayer of thtir peti­
tion, and make such other amendments to the law as may be deemp.d best to establish tbe 
character of our fish in foreign markets. 

And your petitioners will ever pray." 

I have not been able to procure any reliable statistics of Lhe catch of the ~everal kinds 
offish, although it is highly desirable that such information should be obtained, and I 
would recommend that in future the attention of all Fishery Officers throughout the Pro­
vince should be directed to this matter, and that they be directed in their reports to state 
as nearly as possible, the catch of fish of all kinds in their several districts. By this means 
some data will be obtained by which an opinion can be formed of the decline or improve­
ment of this important branch of our industry. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient ~ervant, 

H. W. JOHNSTON. 
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APPENDIX. 

The following Memorandum on the Inlihore Faheries of Nova Scotia, prepared by 
request of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, is corroborative of the statements 
made in the foregoing Report, and I append it in the hope that it may add weight to the 
remarks I have made in the course of its pages: , 

In drawing up a Memorandnm on the Inshore Fisheriis of Nova Seotia, the following 
points are to be considered:-

1st. The present state of the rivers; 
2nd. The causes that have led to this state of affairs ; 
;lrd. How to remedy the existing evils, and prevent the almost total extinction of 

salmon, by encouraging its return to these bhores. . 
In this lIlemorandum it is of course premised that the value of the salmon is known, 

both as an article of domestic food and for exportation. Now the habits of the salmon 
being the same aB over the world, one may-by taking the knowledge gained in Great 
Britain, of the geographical nature of a country most suitaule for the culture of salmon­
see at a glance by looking at a map of Nova Scotia, what enormous natural advantages she 
possesses for the especial culture of this valuable fish; and how nothing but the grosscst 
ignorance and wilful neglect could have brought the rivers into their present deplorable 
condition. 

1st. There are at least thirty rivers (perhaps more) along the south shore of Nova 
Scotia, the outlets, many of them if not all, of large lakes, with e~tuaries as they touch the 
sea; unequalled spawning grounds in thcir upper waters, that would yield, if properly 
preserved, an enormous quantity of salmon, and gaspereau, ; indeed it is very doubtful 
if there is any country or place of similar size so advantageously placed as Nova Scotia, 
that could produce the same supply, nature having been so bountiful to hcr. Out of thes~ 
thirty rivers not OItC has fair play, and in many of them the salmon haR been extirpated. 

2ndly. The causes which have led to this sad state of things, are the stopping of a 
free p~s.agc up the rivers, by mill dams, the ignorance of the' people and a want of 
proper means of carrying into effect the laws of the Province made for the protection of 
the fisheries. 

The first of these causes is the most serious, as a dam aC;OS8 a river, especially near 
its mouth, put up by an ignorant person, will effectually DESTROY it in from two to five 
years; while those dams higher up force the fish on the lower spawning grounds, and into 
the lakcs, where the fry, while small, become a prey to the large trout, and where the eggs 
have not one hundredth the chance of coming to matnrity as those deposited in the head 
waters-to which the salmon's instinct naturally leads him. A strong hand should be 
brought to bear on this point; for measures in this direction would not interfere with 
local prejudices and customs-would be popular except with the mill owners, whose busi­
ness would suffer so little it scarcely deserves a thought, !lnd it would show and perhaps 
convince the people that Government were in earnest in the matter, and 80 pave the way 
to overcoming ignorance, and the better establishment of the laws of the Province. 

The second evil, and onc difficult to deal with, for it has been established by custom 
and wilful law breakiDg, is the universal practice of illegal netting. Heretofore it has 
been impossible to obtaiu a conviction from any County Magistrate (the laws being that 
the nearest ~lagistrate should decide on any case, as above, in his vicinity), as most of the 
Magistrate; own the nets themselves, or lire mill owners, participating in the profits, as 
their dams prevent the fish passing up the rivers, and are generally the greatest poachers, 
or encouragers of poaching in the neighborhood. 

Spearing is another method by which many salmon are taken, and many more injured, 
It is confined to localities, and one trults that when the good senle of the people is turned 
to the preservation of 60 valuable a fish, spellrlng will be kept down by the people them­
selveB in delcuce of their rights. It is, however, only a minor evil in comparison with 
the two former OIlC~. 

3rdly. AB to the best method3 of uUledyins the existing eTile. The following 
remarks are only ~uggeBtive, but ~QlII.QtbiD! lII.\lIlt lit dolUl) III the prteellt .tllte of the rivers 



is very bad, and each year's delay only establishes present customs more firmly in the minds 
of the people and so renders them harder to eradicate. 

Expense should not be spared. in carrying out first measures, as a few year! Cl or 5) 
would shew to the people what legislation, properly carried out will do for them, and laws 
habitually broken come into utter contempt, and are worse tha~ noue at all. 

The first thing to be attacked are the weirs or dams, as without a free passa ... e up a 
river no legislation will ensure the continuance of salmon. 0 

A Fishery Inspector, or two, one for the east, the other for the western section (If the 
Province, would, in one season, make themselves thoroughly acquainted with the river~ on 
the south shore, .and gain a practical knowledge of their capabilities for rearing salmon and 
the obstructions at present in existence. 

~h:ir report would ~t least be sornethin[J to act 1lPOII, and by obtainio;; models or 
descriptIOns of the latest Improvements from England of fish ladders and fish passes, ltu 

important change might be soon effected by their application j and the rivers free frotH 
obstacles from their mouth to their source be once more the haunt of the salmon. 

A law to the effect that no mill dam or weir is to be erected, hereafter without the 
knowledge and cognizance of the Fishery Inspector, so as to ensure a proper pas.g up the 
river, would exercise an excellent influence. As the more you do to convince the people 
you are in earnest as regards the preservation of the salmon the better, and steady legislation 
advancing bit by bit, is far better in a matter like these inshore fisheries than all the spas­
modic efforts which have hitherto taken place. 

Illegal netting is the second great evil. The existing law is good, as it confines the 
net to a certain length; the mesh to a certain size j and in the tidcway lays down certain 
rules to guide the relative distance of one net from another ; as also the length of the net 
in relation to the width of the river or estuary. These conditions are never observed. 
Every man tries to outdo his neighbor by having a longer net, and every net has an illegal 
ead, formed by turning the end of the net back at an angle of 60°, and then back again at 
an angle of90o j the trap, if onc may so call it being kept open by a stick, fish working 
their way along shore come to the net, run along it until they enter the trap, where they 
.eldon get out. Some nets have a double trap, one each way. 

This will be a difficult measure to deal with. You cannot count upon local support, 
aB every fisherman along the shore practises it, and the only remedy would be to do away 
with the trap by law and see that it was carried out. 

No fixed engine (the technical term for all stationary nets, &c.) should be allowed a 
bag or trap at the end, or anything by which fish could be taken otherwise than by the gills 
in the meshes of the net. Thi! would serve as a check on illegal meshes, as they now use 
herring aad old mackerel nets, which, from the smallness of the mesh, would be uttedy 
useless. 

These illegal nets have found their way into some of the rivers and do great harm, as 
not a salmon can get up the river, and only that the fence months end on the 15th August, 
and that there is a large run of fi.~h up the river after that date, there would not be a 
i1almon left in the country. 

As before remarked, it is useless to deal locally with this evil, as you oannot obtain 
c)nvictions. The appointment of a Stipendiary Magistrate holding District Oourts might 
preserve the power of the law, now utterly disregarded j and this would be expedient from 
another point of view, as there is a strong feeling of hostility springing up between the 
country people and those living on the shores j the former affirming that as they preserve 
the fish in the breeding time, while in the rivers, they have an equal right to part of them. 

During the past four or five years a Society has been organized in Halifax for the pro­
tection of game and fish, and its efforts deserve record, from the fact that this last year 
salmon were more plentiful between Chester, on the western coast, and 1I1usquadoboit, on 
the eastern side, than they have been for years j :;.nd this may be mainly attributed to the 
efforts of the Societi, who have done much by appointing Fishing Wardens, removing 
obstructions in rivers, and checking, with their limited means, illegal netting and poaching. 

'fhis is suggestive of what can be done, and the Society also experienced no difficulty 
in finding men anxious to help their cause.: even to the extent of incurring odium in their 
own neighborhood by their acceptance of the post of Fishery Wardens. 

An Inspector of Fisheries, a Stipendiary Magistrate, and a firm but judi()ious carrying 
t2 
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out of the law, are the three things needful; and it is impossible to calculate the value 
which these fisheries may not arrive at, with a market-to be the United States-close at 
hand. This summer a speculation was made by a leading merchant of this city, by sending 
300 salmon (fresh) to Demerara in a vessel loaded with ice; and, justly, one can imagine 
a large trade springing up of a similar nature with the Southern ports of the United States, 
even us far as New Orleans. 

It is impossible to close this paper without expressing a hope that, under the Ceutral 
Uovernment, a new era of things may be inaugurated, and that waste, ignorance and wil· 
fulness, may give way to preservation, and the observance of law. And whatever is done, 
the quicker the better. So that by next spring or summer, a free passage, up the rivers 
enforced. 

The above remarks are necessarily confined, as the subject is an extensive one. Its 
object will be secured, however, if any information is, through these pages, afforded to the 
authorities, both as to the present state of the rivers, and as to some of the means for 
restoring them to a proper state. 

Mention has been made of the rivers ou the south shore only, but these remarks apply 
to the whole Province, as salmon frequent every river; and everywhere is the same sad 
answer: "Oh, yes, we had plenty of fish ten or fifteen years ago, but the mill.dams have 
driven them all away!" 



APPENDIX. 

SPECIAL REPORT 
ON THE 

DISTRESS AMONG THE NOVA SCOTIA FISHER.MEN. 

~lARrNE AND FrSIIERIES Olo'FlrE, 
Halifax, Nova ~cotio, l!lth February, IR6!< 

The Honorable PETER l\hTCHELL, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa. 

SIR,-In accordance with a telegram received from Mr. Whitchel', requesting me to 
report upon the naturc, causes and e:;:tent of tho failurc of the in~hore fisheries of this 
Province dnring thc last year, I beg to submit the following brief statement of the fncts 
and circuffistances which I have been able to collect bearing upon this subject ;-

The inshore fishery is carried on to a greatcr or Icss extent along the entire coast of 
Nova Scotia, but especially on that portion commencing at the La Have River, in the 
County of Lunenburg, stretching east to Cape C.,nso, and northerly up through the Strait 
of Canso, into George's Bay, and along the southern and westcrn coasts of Cape Breton. 
'I'his fishery is generally pursued with nets, and a very large population depend for their 
living almost entirely upon its proceeds. 

Along the western coasts the population do not rely so much on the shore fishery, 
tho land being generally more suitable for cultivation, and the fishermen, more lrequently 
than to the eastward, engage in the deep sea fishery on the Banks. 

For many years the inshore fishery has been pursued with varyinl' success. During 
some years the catch of herring, mackerel, cod, &c., has been such as to place the fisher­
men in comparatively easy circumstances after a few months' work, while in others a 
scanty supply has reduced them almost to poverty. From the sterile nat~re of the soil 
along a great part of the coast, the fishermen rely but little upon agricultural pursuits for 
a livelihood, in fact their principal support for the year is drawn from a few months' labour. 
i'uch a system as this can be productive of only evil results, nine months of comparative 
idleness and only some three months' work during every year can scarcely conducc to the 
formation of habits of thrift and iudustry, and so the general resu.lt, as proved by expe­
rience, seems to be that no matter how bountiful the harvest gleaned from the Be;l may be 
this year, if the next should be unproductive, but a scanty supply has been laid by for its 
necessities. 

Not many years sillec the shore fishery was abundant and lucrative, seldom decreasing 
SI) greatly as to cause much actual want, but with late years this branch of industry has 
fallen off to an alarming extent, and a failing fishery around the shores seems to excite no 
surprise. The causes of this failure (which during the last season has been almost total), 
ean only be theoretically stated, but the observation of experienced persons indicate 
several reasons of considerable importance in producing this unfortunate result. 

The mackerel net fishery is chiefly pnrsued along the shores of' Guysboro, AntigOllish. 
Halifax and Lunenburg Counties and the shores of Cape Hreton. Formerly the fish, early 
ill the month of September, commenced moving slowly from their feeding grounds in the 
Gulf, in a southerly direction, skirting the shores I have named, and occupying some ~ix 
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or eight weeks between their appearance and final departure from any partioular bay or 
cove ~along the coast, thus affording the fishermen ample time to secure an abundant catch; 
now, however, they seldom make their appearance until later in the season, and then are 
hurrying southward to their winter haunts, remaining but a short time along the sho~es, 
"nd if the weather should be stormy the nets are frequently lost, and the great proportIOn 
flf' the fish pass by uncaught. 

Persons living along the shore generally attribute this delay of the fish to the presence 
in th~ Gulf of the large fleet of upwards of a thousand sail of fishing vessels; from each 
of these is thrown over quantities of choice bait, attracted by which the mackerel delay 
their progress southward for probably a month or more later than their usual time, thus 
bringing them on our shores iu November, a month noted for violent gales any stormy 
weather, when their capture becomes much more hazardous and difficult. 

The prevalence of high wiuds from the northward has, without doubt, a tendency to 
drive the fish far out into deep water, beyond the limits of the net fishermen, and, as I am 
informed, these winds were very frequent during the time last year when the mackercl 
should have made their autumn visit. 

Another and very important reason for the gradual failure of the fishery Illay be 
found in the diminishing supply of bait afforded by our rivers and strcams, the sad havoo 
ca·used among the gasperaux and other fish which formerly resorted in such vast quantities 
to our shores, by the erection of mill-dams across so many of our best rivers, without 
sufficient fish passages, has already been brought fully under your notice in previous 
reports on the subject of river fisheries; there can however be no doubt that for this reason 
onr coasts now cease to afford, BO I:reatly as they used, the necessary attraction in the way 
of bait to inducc the mackerel to remain long around our coves and harbours, and thus by 
the destruction of our river fisheries a double injnry of no ordinary magnitude is inflictcd. 

With regard to the cod fishery I find a gener~l impression among our fishermen that 
the set line 01' bultow system of fishing is frau~ht with the most disastrous consequence~, 
as by this means the mother fish are caught while lying on the bottom in the breeding 
season full of spawn, and the actual destruction is by no means reprcsented by thc number 
of fish taken. 

The failure of thc inshore fisheries last autumn appears to have been nearly a total 
one, while the deep sea fishery did not yield nearly so large a return as usual. As I 
before mentioned in the western parts ot thc Province, including Queen's, Shelburnc, 
Yarmouth and Digby Counties, the inhabitants of the shore do not rely entirely upon this 
shore net fishing for a livelihood, they are generally in possession of small vesseis in which 
they pursue the bank fishing; but even here I learn therc is very considerable suffeling 
which is not restricted to the fishing population but extends to small farmers and laboring 
men, ann is the result of a failing crop last year, and the want of sufficient employment. 

Along the shores of Halifax and Lunenburg Counties, few if any mackcrel were taken 
last fall. The following extracts from a letter addressed to me by a gentleman residing 
at Cape Can so, who is largely engaged in fishing operations, will givc SOlli~ idea of the 
extent of the failure in Guysboro County:-

" 'l'ho deficiency of catch of fall mackerel in Chedabucto Bay, during fall of 1867, 
cannot be less than 15,000 barrels, which at a low average price of tcn dollars per barrel 
aUlounts to $150,000; of herrings the short catch will be not less in quantity, and if I 
were to say one-half more it would bc perhaps nearer the mark; but taking the first fioourc 
as a deficiency of catch from Cape Canso, including Chedabucto Bay, west to Be~ver 
Light, a distance of sixty miles (west of that I have no reliable information), and placing 
them at the low price ot three dollars per barrel, wc have from these two kinds of fish 
alone tbe sum of $195,000 that our eastern shore fishermen (leaving entirely out the 
east and west coasts of Cape Breton,) are short producing for 1867. Now, add to thiH 
the almost entire failure of some other kinds of fish, not so generally known abroad but of 
much value at home, dog.fish in particular, of which in 1867 there was a total failure, no 
onc boat. producing $4 worth against ~HO as an average for many years past, which, with 
a large falling off in cod, haddook, spring and summer mackerel and others of less note 
wc havc, at the smallest possiblc computation, a further deficiency of $50,000, makiDoo i~ 
all an aggregate $245,000 to be borne by this class of men, and the parties who supply 
them in the shape of debts unpaid on the one side, and privation and denial of the COmmon 
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necessaries of life, such as bread, molasses, tea, coffee, meat, and the common kinds of 
clothing on the other side." 

Whatever aid is now given in the way of purchasing provisions, &c., can only be of a 
temporary charact-er, and except some radical change occurs in the mode of life of these 
men it is by no means improbable that destitution to a greater or less extent will recur 
every few years, when from any cause an insufficient catch may take place. It is exceed­
ingly difficult to suggest any means for the permanent remedy of this unfortunate state of 
affairs. The class of men who are maintained by the shore fisheries are, as a general rule, 
very poor, and many of them largely indebted to the merchants who supply them. The 
land on which they live is, in the majority of instances, rocky and sterile, and incapable of 
cnltivation beyond the raising of a few vegetables and a supply of hay for their scanty 
Etock; then, as I have before remarked, the principal means of their support is thc result 
of a few months' labour, and during the winter mouths they are mostly unemployed, and 
thus a great portion of the year is rendered entirelv unproductive; this wonld not bo the 
cause of such evil results if the produce of these few months of labour was as certain and 
as great as it formerly was, but with the present frequent short catches and the want of 
other remunerative employment, distress and want to a greater or less extent seem almost 
i nevitllblc. 

The conclusion from these facts seems forced upon us that the inshore net fishery, 
per se, is quite insufficient to provide for the necessities of tho~e engaged in it, and the 
question then arises :-18 this to be entirely abandoned us an industrial pursuit, and if not, 
under what circumstances can it be profitably pursucd ? 

The shore fisheries of this Province will be a remunerative field of iudustry when 
they can be combined with the deep sea fishery on the banks, and when employment of 
Bome nature or other can be provided during the winter months. 

The great obstacle at present to our shore fishermen engaging in the bank fisheries if, 
the want of capital to purchase suitable vessels and to provide a sufficient outfit-they li'l"c 
from hand to mouth and are seldom in a position to lay by anything-under these circum­
stances the purchase and equipment of vessels is a matter of impossibility_ I would 
respectfully suggest in this connection whether, in case the Governmeot intend taking any 
step in this matter, it would not be of great advantage as a means of permanent relief tl) 
furnish proper vessels to certain numbers of fishermen at different parts of the coast, at the 
Rmallest cost price, and to extend thc period of payments over a series of years, and in 
this way bring the purcbase within the probable means of the fishermen. It might be 
objected that this coursc would involve a large outlay in the first instance, and that ~reat 
difficulty and frequent jealousy would arise in the selection of localities and persons. This 
might, however, be obviated by a gradual introduction of the system, a Jew vessels in onc 
year and a few the next, nntil the paym~nts for the first coming in would prevent further 
advauces, while the vessel being purchased by companies of fishermcn while it made the 
individual payments easier, would tend to keep down any feeling of jealousy. 

Anothcr plan might be the adoption of the system of bounties. This subject i~ al­
ready 80 tamiliar to you that I need only mention it-the following extract from a letter 
received from l\Ir_ Hart, a gentleman engaged in fishing operations at Port l\Iulgrave, 
Strait of Canw, bears upon this subject:-

"Believing, as I do, that the net mackerel fishery has become so expensive and so 
uncertain as to be yearly a losing concern to thosc engaged in it, and that assistance woul,l 
bnt prolong that evil, while I look upon the line mackerel fishery in vessel~ as a mine of 
wealth capable of any expansion under favorable circumstances, I look to the cncoura:;ement 
of the latter branch as the only sure method by which to afford a permanent rcmedy to 
both branches, as it will undoubtedly absorb the former class as it expands." 

"The disadvantages to Nova Scotia owners, however, arc just now so great that a very 
,hort continuance of them will sweep the fleet from the waters, principal among which arc 
bait, American duty, and last and greatest, men." 

" The pogie, the only real mackerel bail, is not caught cast of Portland and must all be 
imported for our fleet, the increased cost of which added to the American duty the fisher­
men has to pay on his share of fish, besides charges of transportation, place him in the 
position that if he catches during the season to his own share 40 barrels of mackerel in onc 
vessel, he has not made as good a season by about $100 gold as if he had been in an 



14 

American bottom, this to a labouring man is a large sum and represents one quarter of his 
yearly inoome from all sources, to a crew of 14 men it would be $.1,400, add owner's share 
Sl,400 more and we have $2,800 leEs net proceeds than in Amencan bottoms. 

" It follows that the American owners have the first pick of the Nova Scotia fishermen 
to man their Ileet, while to us is left the lame and lazy; anything then that will tend to 
place the men who man our Ileet on a fair footing with those who man the American Ileet, 
will be striking at the root of the evil, and will check the process yearly going on, which 
is culling our smart and intelligent fishermen into a foreign fleet and navy, and furnish 
lucrativo employment to a large and worthy class of men now dragging out a miserable 
existence, mending old nets in every creek on our coast." 

The abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty, and the imposition of a heavy duty on 
-:-lova Scotia fish entering United State~ markets, have discouraged many of our merchants 
froal fitting ont so large a number of vessels for the fisheries, and has in the case of several 
firms, of which I have personal knowledgc, caused a very large decrease in the number 
they had actually employed. 

How far a system of bountics would have the effect of altering the present state of 
affairs, ,vould, I presume, depend largely upon the amount granted being sufficient to 
counteract the effect of the duty exacted in the States. The discussion of this topic would, 
however, open up subjects into which it is not my province to enter. 

If vessels could not be provided with which the shore fishermen can pursue the deep 
sea fisheries during the winter months, possibly some employment might be found to 
occupy this long period of their leisure. -:-l et making or mending at present engages a 
portion of their time, but ,this only for their own requirements and not for market. 'fhe 
merchant can import nets cheaper than they can be made by the fisherman, and so there 
is no encouragement for this branch of industry. Tbe following extract from a letter from 
the Rev. :Mr. Ambrose of St. lIIargaret's Bay, in writing me under date 20th January, 
while it exhibits the destitution among the shore fishermen in his vicinity toucbes also 
upon the subject of net.making as a remunerative employment for the winter:-

" Line fish i.c. those taken with the hook, were snarce last season, but the net and 
Fcine fishing exhibited an almost entire failure; our fishermen, in debt for their spring 
~upplieB, had thus no opportunity of discharging their liabilities, and in consequence were, 
many of tbem, refused supplies of provisions and clothing by their merchants iu the 
:tutumD, these sold their few fall fish for a barrel or two of flour, but were unable to 
purchase winter clothing. The barley and potatoe crop having failed, this short supply 
of provisions is now consumed, and several families have eaten their seed potatoes, turnips 
and grain, and are now utterly destitute and not half clad, many living in barren rocky 
places, travel long distances to carry their fuel on their shoulders. I have, sinee New 
Y car's day, been striving to support some of them, and it is pitifnl to discover every day 
fresh instances of whole families, with helpliss ohildren, living on onc scant Dleal perhaps 
in the twenty-four hours, and to see tho sick, as I did last Tuesday near Dover, without 
provision of any kind but boiled salt codfish. I know several families who have had no 
bread of any kind, and not even potatoes for many days, and this state of things will 
largely inorease with the next month, and yet but little complaint is made by these suffer­
ing people, but earnest entreaties for employment come to me from every side. Knowing 
that the amount likely to be raised in Halifax would not be sufficient for the destitute 
along the whole shore, I advertised, asking for net·twine from the merchants more than a 
month ago, so that these people, old and young, might at once engage in the manufacture 
of fishing nets, in which they arc very skilful, for I dreaded for them the demoralization 
of bel;ging, and they themselves were most unwilling to a~k f<)r what they called' charity 
flour.' 'l'he merchants would lose about $5 per cwt. on this mode of manufacturing nets 
compared with the price at which they,.ean be imported from Great Britain; but this loss 
the Central Aid Committee in Halifax expre~sed themselves ready to makc up to the 
merohants; onc cwt. of twine a~ 25 cts. per lb. for netting would yield to these poor people 
$25, and furnish the oountry With a much better desciption of net than the imported (lUC. 

Hut time has slipped away, starvation has come, no netting has been provided, and now it' 
the people arc to be relieved, as they have already been at Prospect and elsewhere, it 
must be done at a far less economical rate than that pointed out by wc. Almost every 
day for the last month I have bad fishermen to seo mc, all the way from Shad Bay, round 
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the outside coast and St. i\brgaret's Bay, as far as Hirchy Head in Lunenburg County, 
seeking twine to net, but I had none to give. If the twine had been sent in time, Sfi 
from the Central Aid Committee would thus have provided $~5 worth of the neee8sarie~ 
of life to the work-people. Those who lived farther up the bay, where wood can be had, 
could support themselves by sending juniper fence posts and pickets like those around 
Hon. Dr. Tupper's place in Halifax, if a market had been obtained for them as I requested. 

"The great want here is remunerative elllployment during the winter. The fish strike 
in at certain times between 1\'1ay and November, and these times do not amount to more 

" than t.hree months all put together. No man can be expected to support a family twelve 
months on the earnings of three, and it would not be a desirable mode of living, in a moral 
point of view, if he could. Poverty and a want of thrifty habits wiII therefore be the 
rule among our shore fishermen, until steady winter employment be found for them. If 
nets, like other manufactured goods paid a duty of 15 per cent., whilst twine, rope and 
other fittings were allowed to come in duty free, the manufacture of nets would at once 
form a source of remunerative winter employment for our fishermen and their families." 

Iu conclusion, I beg to append copy of a Report ofa Committee of the Local Legisla. 
ture, on the subject of the distressed fishermen of the Province, with a statement of the 
lunds available for their relief, and the manner in which they l,aye been distributed among­
the several counties where destitution is known to exist. 

I have honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

H. W. JOHNSTON. 

FISHERMEN'S RELIEF. 

The Committee appointed by the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia, on the subject 
of the distressed Fishermen of that Province, beg leave to report as follows ;-

1. That they have had a conference with the Committee of Halifax citizens, appoin ted 
for a like purpose, and it has been mutually agreed that out of the present available funds 
of seventeen thousand dollars, or thereabouts, they shall receive as the fair proportion fur 
the County of Halifax, the sum of Four Thousand Dollars; and that of future contribu­
tions one-fifth shall be paid over to said Committee. 

2. The Committee recommend that the sum of five thousand dollars should he 
appropriated out of the General Funds of this Province for general distribution. 

:.;. The Committee, after careful examination and euquiry, are satisfied that there 
exists, at the present time, among the fishing population of the Counties of Digby, Yar­
mouth, Shelburne, Queens, Lunenburg, Halifax, Guysborough, Antigonish, Richmond, 
Inverness, Victoria and Cape Breton, great and wide-spread distress and destitution. 

4. Your Committee are also satisfied that this distress will rather increase than dimin­
ish, from the present date till the first of June next; and that, unless extensive and per­
manent arrangements be made, many may perish from starvation. 

5. The Committee are, therefore, of opinion that there is an urgent necessity, not 
only for relief from the Provincial Authorities, but for a loud call upon the charity and 
generosity of the citizens of this and the neighboring Provinces. 

6. The Committee recommedd that a suitable Board be appointed by the Government 
in each of the above Counties to take charge of, and distribute, the relief so provided. 

7. Your Committee have thus partially reported, and beg leave to recommend th,at 
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five hundred copies of this Report be published for general distribution; and that the 
substance of this Report be forwarded by telegraph for publication in this and the neigh. 
boring Provinces. 

All which is respectfully submitt~d. 
JOHN K. RYERSO~, 
H. BLANCHARD, 
M. B. DESBRISAY, 
.J. A. KIRK, 
URBAIN DOUCETT, 
SAMUEL FREEMAN, 
JOSIAH HOOPER, 
ALONZO WHITE, 
JOR;\; Hoss. 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 
Halifax, February 1·lth, 18G8. 

TIH~ DISTRESSED FISHERMEN. 

The Committee of the House of ASilembly on this subject had a couference with a 
Committee of the CitizenB in the City Council Chamber on Friday forenoon, and in the 
afternoon they reported to the House that the sum at present available for relief was seven· 
teen thousand dollars. They recommend that four thousand dollars be placed in the hands 
of the Committee of Citizens for distribution in Halifax County, and that one·fifth of all 
future contributions be placed in the hands of the same committee-the balance to be expend. 
ed in the Counties of Digby, Yarmouth, ~helburne, Queens, Lunenburg, Guysborough, An· 
tigonish, Richmond, Inverness, Cape Breton and Victoria, by Boards to be appointed by 
the Government. 'rhe Committee also recommended that the sum of live thousand dollars 
be granted out of the general fund, of the Province for the relief of the prevalent dist.ress. 
This report was adoptc,l. UIl Saturday the Committel' made a second report relative to 
the division of the amount. 

'['here is now available the sum of'. ................................... . 
And the Provincial I;rant .................................................. . 

.'\laking a tab I of ........................•................... 
Of this there is payable to the Halifax Committee, pel· first 

report.............................. .............. ...... .......• $4,000 
And one·fifth of Provincial grant...... ......................... 1,000 

::"17,000 
;\0011 

S:!::.III)() 

5,000 

Leuvini!; a general fund of .•................................ $17,000 
Which the Committee recommend to be divided in the followinO' manner-the amounts to 
be handed Lt) the various Country 130ards as soon a~ possibl~, and accounted for to tlle 
Uovernmeut :-

Oighy ........................................................•.................. 
yarmouth ................................•..................................... 
~helburue...... ...... . ...................................•.................... 
l..lueens .......•................. _... ........... . ..........•.•.•.•............ 
1-4unenburg ...... , .................... _ .... ............................... ..... . 

~~ ii~oo:~~h .................. : .: .... : ........... -. '.' ........... :: ::: .. :::::::: .. ::::: ::::::::::::::.: 
t{ichmond ...................................................•...........•.. 
Cape 13rotou ................................................................... . 
·\'ietoria .................................••........•.....•...•...........••.... 
[nverness............... . ...... . ........................................... . 

$1,900 
2,000 
1,500 
1,200 
1,800 
1,750 

GflO 
1,700 
1,400 
1,400 
1,700 

$17,000 
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RETURN 
(IN PART) 

To an Address of the Senate, dated 23rd March, 1868; for Copies of 
the Annual Report of the Stipendiary Magistrate in charge of the 
Government Schooner for the protection of the Fisheries in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence; also for Copies of any Reports made under 
the direction of the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, on the 
Fisheries of the Dominion; together with Copies of any Special 
Reports made under the same direetion, on the subject of the Failure 
of the Fisheries and the Distress existing among the Fishermen of 
Nova Scotia and parts of the coast of Labrador. 

By Command. 

HECTOR L. LANGEVIN, 
Sec1'eta1'Y cif State. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF ST.<l.TE, 

Ottawa, 31st March, 1868. 

--~--~--~- -----
-~---~--- -.--~ 

FISHERIES BRANCH, 
Ottawa, 28th March, 1868. 

SIR,-I have the honor to enclose a partial Retnrn to an Address of the Senate, dated 
P. Fortin's Report, 1867. 2:1ru instant, for reports relative to the fisheries and distress 
'r. Tetu's Report, 1867. existing among the fishermen of Nova Scotia anu parts of the 
w. H. Venning's Report. coast of Labrador. 
P. Miller's Report. 
W. H. Johnston's General Report. 
W. H. J ohnston's Special Report. 

T have the honor to be, Sir, 

The Honorable the Secretary of State, 
Ottawa. 

Your obedient servant, 

P. lI1ITCHELL, 

J1ii",'ster of :Jfarine and Fisheries. 



BY 

PIERRE FORTIN, ESQ., 
OF THE 

CRUISE OF "LA CANADIENNE," 1:'1 THE GULF OF ST. LAWlmXf<r:, 

FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE FISHERm:~, FRO:\I TIlE OPEN]:\"': OF 'fHE,7'a YI( ;.~_ 

TION TO THE FIRST OF SEPTE~1BER, (IN WHICH D.\Y THE CO\L\[ASD OF 

THE EXPEDITION WAN raVEN OVER, BY ORDE}: OF THE .\11"[:''1'l;J: 

OF ~[Am;\;J.: AND j,'ISHERIE;.i, TO 'l'HNOPIIILE TETU, E:,'! 

To THE l\IrNIS1'ER OF MARINE AND FISHERIES: 

SIR,-I have the honor to submit to you the following Rcport of the crui • .., 
of La Canad£enne in the Gulph of St. Lawrence, from t.he opening of navigation to 
the 1st of September, on which day you were pleased to accept my resignation of 
the appointment of Commander of the expedition for the protection of the Fisheries, which 
I had held since 1855, and to cause me to be replaced by Theophile Tetu, Esquire. 

This Report refers, it is true, to not quite fonr months )f active s0rvicc, but this cruisc 
has been one of the most busy and successful one, I have ever made in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, as it has been completed without any serious accident, and we have visited, be. 
sides the coasts of the late Province of Canada, several ports in New Brunswick, X ova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island; and I think I shonld be wanting to my duty if I omit· 
ted to acknowledge the kind and cordial reception given in those places to the officers and 
seamen of La Canadienne. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

REPORT. 

Your very obedient servaut, 
PIERRE FORTIN. 

The repairs that had to be made to La Canadienne, by order of the Department, to 
put her in condition to go to sea again, were carried on with all possible care and Epeed; 
and in spite of the cold and of the bad weather in the latter part of April, we should have 
been ready to leave Quebec about the 12th of May; but the cast wind which had been 
blowing for some weeks, instead of moderating as might have been expected, increased in 
violence, and continued for another week more to blow from seaward. It was useless to 
think of sailing in such unfavorable weather. 

At last, on the 19th, there was a show of change of wind to the westward, and we 
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hastened to set sail; but we had not gone many leagues from Quebec before the wind cam.e 
round to the east again, and we had nothing but head winds, so to speak, as far as RI­
mouski, where we arrived on the 21st. 

That same day I visited Messrs. Price's saw mill, on the River Rimouski, in company 
with the agent, Mr. Luc Sylvain, and I was very well satisfied with the arran~ements 
which that gentleman had made for collecting the sawdust from below t~e vertICal and 
circular saws, and preventing it from falling into the water. The boxes which surround 
the cranks are very strongly built, and serve well the purpose for which! they are made. 
They gather up almost all the sawdust from this mill, and what unavoidably falls into the 
"later is very trifling in quantity and cannot injure the river. . 

Mr. Sylvain certainly dcservee credit for having thus complied with the la~, ID so 
willing a spirit, and for having obtained such satisfactory practical results with hIS appa­
ratus for catching sawdust; but, on the other hand, it must be admitted, that it is no 
slight or moderately expensive task thus to collect heaps of sawdust, at a rate that cannot 
he reckoned at less than 200 barrels a day. 

This sawdust must be collected from under all the saws, and carried in wheel-barrows 
to a certain distance from the mill; for, without that, it would, by accumulating, im­
pede and obst.ruct traffic and cartage round about the mill. 

I ascertained, during this visit, that thc fish way whieh had been placed on the mill­
dam some years before, had been carried away by the ice this spring, and that very ex­
pensive repairs would be necessary in order to put it into working order again. I examined 
the river very carefully, and collected a great deal of information from disinterested per­
sons who know this river, above as well as below the mill; and all that I saw and heard 
only 3erved to confirm the opinion I had already formed upon the subject of the spawn­
ing beds of this river, to the effect that there are not any above the mill-dam, but that, 
on the other hand, there are some very good ones in the north channel and in the middle 
channel of this river, below the said dam. 

1\lr. Luc Sylvain, who is a very reliable person, estimates the number of salmon that 
spawned in those two channels last year at not less than a hundred; and he has since been 
able to verify his estimate by frequent observations made last autumn through the new iee, 
which, being transparent, as is well known, atlmitted of his not only counting the fish, but 
also seeing them on the spawning beds, iu the act of protecting the ova trOll the well­
known voracity ot the trout. 

The River Rimouski has certainly been very effectively protected for some years pa~t, 
and it is iu a fair way to be new stocked with the kind of fish that formerly ire­
qucnted it; and these good results are partly due to 1\1r. Sylvain, who, being the lessee of 
that river for iy.fishing, is interested iD prcventing any fishing prohihited by law from be­
iog carried on there. 

The spring had been so cold and backward, and the north-easterly storms 80 vio­
lent, that herring had only just appeared when we arrived at Rimouski, but it had come in 
such nnmberR that one thousand barrels had already been taken. 

As for shad, only a small quantity had been seen as yet. 
On the 22nd we sailed from ltimouski with an east wind, which soon changed into a 

violent storm, and we were obliged to bring to nuder the lee of Barnaby Island, aftel· 
ha'ling had our jib-boom broken. 

Un the morning of the 25th we SJt sail again, with a light westerly breeze, and on 
the following morning we anchored off Pointe des 1\10nt8. 

On that day I saw Mr. Comeau, the Fishery Overseer for that part of the coast, and 
delivered to him the letters and papers addressed to him from thc Department. 

I settled my accounts with that officer and arranged all the affairs connected with his 
duty; and, after having put on board of a schooner bound for the River Moisie the Fish­
ery Overseer for that locality, we sailed for Cape Chat on thc morning of the 27th. 

I appointed a Fishery Overseer for that river, in pursuance of orders from the De­
partment; and, after having made arrangements with Mr. Louis Roy for the construction 
of a fish way at the Messers. Prioe's mill-dam, in case those gentlenlen should not them­
selves cause onc to be oonstruoted, I; went to Ste. Anne dea Mont8, where I also placed a 
Fishery Overseer. 

The instructions I gave to these Fishery Overseers were, so to speak, copios of these I 
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had my~elf.received from the Department on the subject of River Fisheries; I enjoined 
them c~pe~Hllly to watch over the spawning beds, and to prevent fiBhing by torch-light. 

Hernng had appcared ou the 28th of April, and the codfishing had only just beooun, 
As to caplin, none had yet been seen on the coast. 0 

T~at nigh: we sa!l:d from Ste. Anne des 1\1onts, and the next morning we arrived at 
Fox lhver, whICh I vIsited, as well as Cape Rosiers and Grande Grove and in the evening 
we got to Gaspe Basin. ' 

, Nothing re.ma~kable had happened on that coast. The spring was backward and the 
cod·fishery but IDdIfferent. Herring, on the contrary had been abundant and a compara-
tively large quantity had been salted for use in winte/ ' 

Complaints were made on all sides of the scarcity of seed grain and potatoes, ~nd I 
regret very much to have to record in this Heport the fact, that several pieces of land 
~ere left U?BOwn. in consequence, and thatlfears were entertained ot Bufferiul;' from want 
ID the ensumg wmter, even greater thau in the winter which had just ended. (And that 
is what, unfortunately, did happen.) 

There were only seven vessels, as yet, in the port of Gaspe. 
On the 29th and 30th, I was employed in granting licenses for t.he salmon fishing 

stations in Gasp6 Bay and the riveI's which discharge into it. 
Salmon fishing, which had been begun for about a week, was yielding moderate re­

turns. :.lIr. Joseph Eden, Jr" the Fishery Overseer for this division, had no contraven­
tion of the Fisheries Act to report. 

Mr. Lowndes, the lessee of' the ~ orth-west Arm, had had three keepers on that stream 
the year before, and it it did not appear that any salmon had been speared there. He pro­
prosed if the Government would assist him in that useful enterprise, to blow up the rocks 
which cau~e the falls on that river, and thus remove an insurmountable obstacle to tho 
ascent of salmon into the upper parts of the river and into its tributaries. 

There is no doubt that if those obstacles were once removed, the re,stocking of that 
river would take place on a scale so much larger than the present, that the result would be 
most satisfactory; and this would more than compensate for the expenditure by the Go­
vernment ofa few hundred dollars iu these indispensable works. 

On the 30th I went in the schooner to Donglastown to grant fishing licenses. Salmon 
fiahing was then only beginning at that place. 

In Gaspa Bay, cod-fishing had been but indifferent until then, although bait in tho 
shape of herrings was sufficiently abundant there. 

Iu the afternoon I visited Point St. Peter and Malbaie, and found all well at both 
places. 

I gave fishing licenses for the Barachoix and Coin du Banc. Salmon fishers were 
succeeding pretty well in those places. 

On the 2nd of J unc, il1 the morning, we arrived at Perce. I visited the fishing esta­
blishments in that place, and found everything in good order. 

I ascertained ihat cod had made its appearance on that part of the coa~t about the 1st 
of June, and that there was plenty of it. The catch of this fish had been better up to this 
time, than that of the year before. Herring, for bait, was also easy to obtain. 

Towards evening we set sail for the Magdalen Islands. At about thirty miles from 
land we encountered a violent storm, which compelled us to change our course, and the 
next day we came to anchor at Paspebiac. 

We found there fourteen v·essels of different sizes, belonging to the fishing establish­
ments of Robin & Co., and of LeBouthillier and Brothers. Some had brought fishing­
tackle from Europe, while others were taking in cargoes of dry codfish for Brazil and the 
West Indies. 

There had been a considerable quantity of caplin on the bank of Paspebiac this year, 
and it was computed that moro than 1,000 barrels had been taken, for the purpose ef be­
ing used as manure. 

On the Banks of Newfoundland also a good deal had been caught for:the same purpose. 
Th2 cod fishing, which was only beginning on this part of the coast, was but indifferent. 
On the 4th, we took advantage of a good breeze from the west aud Bet sail for the 

Magdalen blands, and on the following day we anchored off Entry Island. On the 6th, 
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we went and anchored off Amherst Island, where there were then twenty schooners, 
thirteen of which were equipped for the mackerel fishery. .. . 

In the afternoon I had a landmark placed in Pleasant Bay, to mdlcate the portlOn of 
that bay which should be left open, under the fishery regulations; and ilt the same time 
I caused those regulations to be posted up in all directions, in order that they might be 
known to fishermen who were strangers in the Province. 

During the visits that I made in this bay, I found, it is true, some nets spread in the 
neighborhood of the line of demarcation between the waters in which fishing was allowed 
and those in which it was not; but as those nets had been placed there more through 
ignorance than from any other cause, and as the owners of those nets, on being warned, 
1J:1~tened to remove them, I did not deem it my duty to take proceedings against any of 
them. 

During my stay at the Magdalen Islands, which was prolonged to the 15th, I kept a 
vigilant watch over the fishermen, and found that all wcnt well. 

During the month of March, large icebergs, covered with young seals, had grounded 
Ileal' the west and north west coasts of these Islands, and the inhabitants, taking advantage 
of thiK great God.send, had gone there and secured a large number of those young amphibious 
animals. 

It is computed that at least 7,000 were killed in the space of a very few days only. 
As for the vessels which had been to fish for seals among the ice in the Gulf, they 

had not been so fortunate, and had only brought back the spoils of 3,210 of these animals. 
~'he herring fishery, on the contrary, had been very productive in Pleasant Bay, and 

it was calculated that Ll,~20 barrels haa. been taken by vessels from Nova Scotia, and 
~,300 barrels by the inhabitants. Besides which nineteen schooners f:'om the United 
States had takon 13,600 barrels. This number of American schooners is greater than 
that of previous years, as may be seen by my Reports. 

This fish had made its appearance in Pleasant Bay on the 7th of ~Iay, and had been very 
nUmerous there. It r:mst be said also, that the weather had been very favorable for this 
kind of fishing, and that the fishermen had known how to t.ake advantage of that circum. 
stance. 

When we Idt Pleasant Bay, mackerel, which had made its appearance there some 
day~ before, was still to be fcund there in great numbers, and thei'e was every appearance that 
mackerel fishing would be good there. 

Codfish had been late in showing itself in these quarters, and cod fishing was not 
productive. 

In the night of the 14th we left the Magdalen Idands, and the next day, being cff 
l\Iiseou, wc had to anchor in a calm, and remained at anchor until the day after, when 
we set sail for Maria, where we arrived the following night. 

Early ill the morning of the 7th I landd at this place, and with the assistance of 
my officers I measured all the salmon fishing stations, for the purpose of ascertaining ex­
actly their length and the distance there was between them; and I had the honor to 
transmit to the Honorable A. Campbell a special Report, in which all these measurements 
were recorded; but I may say here, that none of these stations were of the l'lDgth they 
were estimated by the fishcrmen of tho River Caseapcdiac, as appears by their petition of the 
20th of March last. And, according to the information supplied by Mr. Cook, the Fish­
ery Overseer of this District, these fisheries were, as well as he could judge, of the same 
length as in past years. 

:Finding matters in this state I did not deem it necessary to cause any of these sta­
tions to be shortened, particularly as the water is deeper opposite the coast of l\iaria, and 
that if the fishermen do not carry out their nets to a considerable distance they will be 
sure not to catch any salmon, for at low tide there are only from four to nine feet of water 
at the end of each of those nets, as I ascertained myself. 

In the afternoon I went to Carleton on business connected with the salmon fishery, 
and the next day I visited New Richmond. 

At the house of Mr. Dimoek, the Fishery Overseer of this place, I met most of the 
fishermen of the River Cascapediac, whom I furnished with the results of the measure­
ments I had made at Maria. 

They were surprised ut them, and admitted that they had been deceived by appear-
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ances, for none of them had ever measured the fisheries at lIIaria, and at last, as none of 
them doubte~ the. accuracy of my measurements, they declared themselves satisfied with 
the Dlanner ID whICh the nets were 8pread at Maria. Thus this affair was setttIed in a 
way that was sstisfaetory to both parties. 

)Ir. Dimock reported to me that three persons had commenced the erection of bru8h 
weirs in N ew: Richm~nd Bay, but llad afterwards destroyed them when he had forbidden 
thcm to contlDue theIr work and had threatened them with a prosecution. 

Tbe saln:on fishers seeDled ~o be making a good catch in the River Caseapediac, while 
th?se of l\lana were not sueceedltl~ so well as the year before; and that was owing, it was 
saId, to the fine weather and the absence of easterly wind. The water on the beach at 
Maria had remained so clear in consequence that the salmon could see the nets from far off, 
and so escape all those snares spread in their way to the River Cascapediac the limit of 
their peregrinations by sea. . ' 

There was at Maria this year an establishment for pickling salmon, where it was 
expected that at least 30,000 would be put up. It was a great advantage to thc fishermen, 
who thus found a ready sale for their fish, and, moreover, received ready money for them. 

It were to be wished that there should be many establishments of this kind on the 
coast, not only for salmon, but for lobsters and fionuder,~. The fishermen and the trade 
of Canada would gain much by it, to say nothing of that kind of work giving employ­
ment to a good number of tinsmiths and others. 

It was reported that the fishing was poor at Carleton, while at !\Ieguacha and in the 
River Ristigouche it was very good. 

We left Richmond on the 18th, in the evening, and the next day we anchored at 
Paspebiac. 

Since our last visit to this place a vessel had sailed from it for llarbadocs with dried 
fish, herring and shingles, and was to be followed by many whose cargoes were being 
completed. 

On the 21st, we went to Port Daniel, and !\Ir. Phelan, the Fishery Overseer of that 
District, reported to me that all was well there. Salmon fishing had begun most favorably, 
and results even more favorable than those of last year were expected. The cod fishery, 
on the other hand, was only moderately successful. 

The same day' I visit€d the River Gra&d Pabos and the Pabos Portage, and at the 
latter place I met the Fishery Overseer for this lucality, Mr. Nazaire Dupuis. 

That officer reported to me that a few days after he received his letter of appointment 
he saw a caplin boat seining at the mouth of Grand Pabos River, and that tbinking the 
act was illegal he had seized the boat and the seine, but that on reflection, not feeling 
sure that he was authorized by law to act as he had dune in a summar! manner, he had 
decided upon releasing the boat and the seine; and he asked whether, in my opinion, what 
he had done was justifiable or not? 

I answered him that I saw nothing in the Fisheries Act which declared that it was 
illegal to take trout either in nets or with a seine in water where the tide is felt, as is the 
case at the entrance of the River Pabos; bnt that hefore giving him a final answer on the 
I subject, would like to refer to the Government, and await your decision as to the true 
meaning of the 13th section of the Fisheries "\ct. 

As thp trout fisheries in the estnaries of rivers have already attracted the attention of 
the fishermen and other inhabitants of our sea coasts, I wiIJ take the liberty of submitting 
to you some considerations on the subject, which are certainly not without importance. 

I do not think that fishing for trout with seines or other non-prohibited engines can 
injure onr fisheries at all, provided such fishing be carried on in waters in which the tide 
is felt, and at seasons when it is allowed by law. 

It is well known that trout multiply with great rapidity, and that they are among the 
most inveterate cnemies of the salmon, ami it appears to me that any lawful mode of taking 
them should be encouraged rather than repressed; and I am not alone in the expression 
of this opinion. Many fishermen who have had it in their power to study the habits of 
the trout profess the same opinion that I do on the subject. 

I submit these considerations to you in the expectation that you will be pleased to 
send me iustructions which will serve to guide me, as well as the Fishery Overseers iQ . 
this matter, and in others of a similar nature. 
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On the 22nd, in the morning, we went and anchored off Grand Riv~r .. Mr. Si~on 
Beaudin, the Fishery Overseer at this place, furnished me with the followlDg Information 
on the subject of the fisheries which are carried on here. 

The salmon nets were spread as usual in the river, but as the high water in the spring 
had partly filled up the principal channel with gravel, and had opened ?thers, and that 
in this way the course of the river had become changed in several places, It followed that 
several of the nets occupied a little more of the channel than the law allowed. 

Mr. Hemon, the Fishery Overseer of this District, had not yet visited this river, and 
the Local Overseer had not yet thought it his duty to cause these nets to be removed. 

I examined the locality at low tide; I took the necessary soundings and measll:re­
ments, and I satisfied myself that as for the first nets they wanted but a few fcet of havIDg 
been set in conformity with the most Etrict requirements of the law, and I had them set 
right at once. The infraction of nhe law in the case of these nets was so slight, and the 
fishermen who owned them showed such good faith, that I did not deem it my duty to 
fine them. 

As for Mr. Simon Beaudin's nets, I represented to him that, being a Fishery OVCl'­
seer, he could not be a salmon fisher at the same time; and for that reason he consented 
to take up his nets and to give up his fishery. By this means the river became quite free 
from nets above the bridge. 

Mr. Beaudin certainly deserves praise for this act of disinterestedness, and I deem it 
my duty to draw the attention of the Government to it. . 

The next station belonged to a poor widow of eighty-nine years of age, Madame J. B. 
Beaudin. To have fined her because, during some ten days, her nets had been spread not 
quite in accordance with the requirements of the law, and to have confiscated her net and 
fish, would have been equivalent to depriving her of the means of subsistence; therefore 
I thought it right. to make us~ of the discretionary powers intrusted to every Justice of 
the Peace in such cases, and limited myself, for this time, to warning her that if she were 
guilty of a like offence another time, no excuse that she could make would prevent the 
law from taking its cOUrse. 

On complaint made by Mr. Beaudin, a salmon fisher at that river was fined for DOt 
raising his nets on a Sunday, and the salmon he hd takcn on that day and his nets were 
confiscated. 

On the 24th, in the afternoon, I went to Cape Cove, and at night wc anchored off 
Perce. 

The cod fishery was but indifferent at all these places. 
On my arrival at Perce I learned that the Steamer North Ame1·ican, Captain Kerr, 

having on board more than three hundred passengers, was ashore, near the South Point 
of the Island of Anticosti, IInd deemi!lg it my duty to go to their assistance, I gavc orders 
to weigh IInchor immediately:and to set sail for the scene of the shipwreck. Unfortunately 
it was a calm night, and we made no progress until the next morning. On the 26th in the 
evening we reached the spot where the unfortunate steamer lay, and I went and offered my 
services to the Captain. 

The passengers were all on shore, more or less well camped, and the crew had remained 
on board of the vessel. Happily, there had been no loss of life, and as thc weather was 
very fine, ther~ had not yet been much suffering among those passengers, among whom 
were several women and children. 

Towa~ds evening the Steamer Napoleon the Third fortunatcly made her appearance, 
and CaptalD G ourdeau consented to change his course, and instead of proceedin~ to thc 
light-house lit the East Point of Anticosti, to convey the l'{orth Ame1"1:can's mail8 11nd 
$200,000 in specie to Gaspe, whence the Steamer Lady Head would take them to Fathcr 
Point, to be there put on board the steamer for England. 

I saw several schooners and a good number of fishing boats near the wreck, but while 
we were there no act of pilla~e was committed. 

I ~ent my chief officer in the long boat to cruise alon 0' the coast, and by that meaDS 
I ascertained that everything was in order. 0 

Then I placed mYEelf at the disposal of the Captain or the steamer and assisted him 
in every way I could in the unhappy circumstances in which he was placed. But the 
chief a~8istance had to come from Quebec; the passeDgers had already been on shore for 
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ten days, and were anxiously expeoting the steamer which was to come and rescue them 
from their unhappy position and talte them ~o their destination; but the steamer so 
much hop~d for by the8.e hundreds of persons dId not appear. 

Captam Kerr, fearIng that the first despatches he had sent had not arrived in time; 
and being desirous also of transmitting more recent intelligence as well respecting the 
position of the ~hip.wrecked persons, which was becoming more a~d more sad from day to 
d~y, as concerDlng the state of the ship, he intrusted me with a telegraphic despatch for 
hIS owners. 

I hastened to give orders to set sail, on the evening of the 27th, for Perce, where we 
arrived the next evening. ]!'rom that place I sent a special messen""er with Captain Kerr's 
despatch, to Dalhousie, the place nearest to Perce, at which there ';a~ a telegraph station, 
Bnd distant about 110 miles. 

I learned with pleasure that the cod fishery had been profitable at PerclS, and the 
neighbouring stations, for some time. 

At Point St. Peter, also, it produced good results. In the Bay, it was but indifferent. 
On the 30th, we came to Gaspe Basin. The salmon fishery had become more profitable 
since our last visit to this place, and the case was the same at all the stations in Gaspe 
Bay. 

On the 2nd of July, I visited Griffin's Cove and Fox River. The most perfect quiet 
reigned at these ports, and no foreign vessel had yet been seen there. 

But the cod fishery had been indifferent until then. Nevertheless, cod seemed to 
have become a little wore plenty within the last few days. 

On the morning of the 5th, we left Gaspe Basin, and after having touclled at Gran de 
Greve, as we passed, we proceeded to Jupiter River, on the Islaud of Anticosti, where we 
arrived that night. I visited that river at once, and found all well there. The fishing 
was good. 

The next morning, I visited the South West Point, and there I appointed Captain 
Salter, Fishery Overseer for the Island of Anticosti. I am told he is an intelligent man, 
and quite capable of discharging the duties of hig office, which will be arduous, as the 
Island has nearly two hundred wiles of coast, and the rivers in which salmon fishing is 
carried on are distant from each other. 

'£he cod fishery was reported to be good in these quarters, but better on the North 
shore of the Island than on the south. 'rhe ten boats that were fishing at South West 
Point hall about twenty hundred weight each. 

At 9.35, A.IIL, we sailed for the North Shore. 
At 3.35, P."!., we doubled the West Point of the Island, and that evening life 

anchored in Mingan Harbour. 
The Fishery Overseer of the division informed me that all was well. There had not 

been any violation of tire law there. 
Salmon appeared to be abundant in all the rivers. 
On the 8th, I visited Long Point; and on the 9th, the River Saint John. 
Salmon was abunda!lt in this river, also, and in the neighbouring stations. 'rhe cod 

fishery on the contrary, was yielding but indifferent returns. 
At Thunder River and at Magpie Bay, cod abounded, it was said, and there had been 

excellent fishing for some days. 
At the River St. John I arrested a sailor who had deserted from the Steamer Labra· 

dO'1 which we had left at Mingan, and the same day I had him taken on board of his ves­
sel.' Soon afterwards we left for Esquimaux Point where we arrived a little before night. 

At this port I received the. following important inform~tion r.espec~ing the fishin~ :­
Thirteen schooners from thIS port had been out seal fishmg thl8 sprmg, and had kIlled 

4,448 in all. The most successful had killed 591, and others from sa to 424 .. 
That was doing pretty well, and four of those schooners had also been fishmg for her­

ring on the north coast of Antieosti, and had brought back 960 barrels of that fish. 
Since t.hen all those vessels had gone to fish for cod on the coast of Labrador. 
About 8.30 P. M., we set sail again, and in the afternoon of the next day I visited 

Watsheeshoo. All was well there. tlalmon was abundant in that river, IInd in the neigh-
boring rivers. . ' 

At Nabisippi, also, where we came to In the eVenlBg/ all was well. 
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On the followin~ day, the 11th, we arrived at Natashquan. Mr. Sylvestre, the Fish­
ery Overseer of that Division, was at his post. In one of his rounds he had confiscated 
several salmon nets for contravention of the law. 

There were a good many Indians at Nastashquan, and I took advantage of that cir­
custance to assemble them and explain to them different clauses of the Fisheries Act, which 
more especially relate to the salmon fishery. . . 

I told them particulary that they were forbiden to spear salmon, more espeCially In 

the vicinity of falls and rapids and on spawning beds. 
As for taking them for food for themselves and their families, when they were with­

out provisions in their annual voyages from the sea shore towards the interior, the Depart­
ment did not wish to forbid thcm from so doing, provided they only took what was aboso­
lutely necessary for them. 

They answered me, through their chief, that they had under5tood what I had said, and 
would conform to the law. l'hey added, that if they should be obliged to spear salmon 
for food, they would use caution and discretion in so doin~. 

Another subject that occnpied my attention dnring this visit to Natashqnan was that 
of fires in the woods. 

For some years fires had been seen frequently in the woods along the north shore, 
which were already rather too open; and it was not known whether these disasters were 
to be attributcd to accident or whether they resulted from ill-will on the part of Indians 
against white men. 

Some time before our arrival at Natashquan there had been a dcstructive fire in the 
woods in rear of Little ~astashquan, and some Indians were ace us ~d of causing it. 

I had the suspected individuals brought before mc, but there was no proof to cstab­
lish their guilt. They made some admissions, however. It was by accident, they said. 
that the fire had spread from their camp in the forest; and they ought not to be helu 
responsible for the consequences of that accident. 

I cautioned thcm against such acts of carelessness, pointing out to them that if allY 
were to suffcr from the destruction of the forests by fire it would bc themselves, who 
derived the greatest part of their means of subsistence from game aUlI fur-bearing animals 
that inhabited those forests. 

They promised to be more careful about their fires in fnture; and I let them go. 
The River Natashquan was full of salmon. The cod fishery was bad. Some thirty 

Canadian and Nova Scotian schooners had come to Natashqua:l for the cod fishery; bur, 
not finding it good enough, they had soon left this place and gone further east. 

I cannot close these remarks about Natashquan without bringing to the knowledge of 
Government the many and signal services rendercd by Oaptain De LaPerrelle, of Natash­
quan Harbour, to the Fishery Overseer, lIlr. Sylvestre. 

This gentleman, who is oue of the proprietors of a considerable fishing establishment, 
not only showed himself prompt to submit to all the req~irements of the Fisheries Act, but, 
also, often placed his whale·boat at lIlr. Sylvestre's disposal; and, on several occasions, he 
had that officer conveyed to neighboring ports, without requiring any remuneration. 
Mr. De LaPerrclle ccrtainly deserves praises and thanks for the politeness and considera­
tion he has always shown to all the officers, concerned in the protection of the fisheries, 
who have visited Natashquan. 

On the 12th, in the evening, we left this Station, and the ncxt day we arrived ut 
Meccatina. 

From t?ut. placc I continued along the North Shore as tar as Blanc Sablons, stopping 
at all the prlUclpal places, as may be seen by the extracts from the 100"-book, and grantinO" 
l<'lshing Licenses wherever it was necessary to do so. 0 0 

There. we met twel~e schooners, nino of which were from Esquimaux Point; one from 
Noya ScotlU~ and two from Newfoundland; in the Harbour at Sheep Bay five, four or 
whIch were from the Magdalen Islands, and the other from Nova Scotia' in Blanc Sablon 
Bay forty vcssels, one of which was a brig, (ne was a brio-antine and thirty-eight were 
fishing schooners. Of these last, five were 'from Newfoundla~d on~ was from the l\Ia .... da­
len hlanus, anu the others came from Nova Scotia' at Gree~ Island thirty-two fishin<· 
schooners, twenty-seven of which belonged to different ports in Nova S~otia; onc was fro~ 
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Newfoundland, and four were from Saint Pierre; in Bradore Bay, one schooner, fro", 
Newfoundland. 

My having met so fcw schooners in the harbours of this part of the coast wa~ :L pI\)!)i· 

that the cod fishery had not been satisfactory. '£hcre were plooty of those fish at some 
points on the coast, but they would not take the bait; and the disheartened fishermen had 
gone to seek their fortunes further on in the Straits of Belle-Isle. 

I must, however, except certain places, such as'Vood Island and Green Island, where, 
for some weeks, the fishing had been good; but these were the exceptions. 

As to s:llmon fishing, it was much bett:r than it had been in the preceding years; 
and there was every reason to hope that the Yield would be very abundant. 

At Green Island, I found several French schooners employed in fishing for cod in 
our waters, and, on the complaint of some British fishermen, I compelled the masters of 
those schooners to leavc off fishing, and fluit our coast, which they did within a reasonable 
delay. 

During this visit to the North Shore, I had ha:l but few matters to settle, and few 
prosecutions to make; and the greatcst quiet had prevailed on the coast. 

At St. Augustine, in obedience to orders from the Department, I had named J\I r. 
!lIatthew Kennedy, Fishery Oversecr, for a certain extent of coast; and I do not doubt 
that this gentleman, who knows all these places well, will rcnder service to thc causc of 
the salmon fisheries. 

On the 21st, in tI,e evening, we left Bonne Esperance, with a frash breeze frolll thc 
east, and on the :.l..tth, in the morning, we arrived at Pcrce. I found everything in order at 
this place. The cou fishing was prctty good there, as well as at the ~tations in the neigh­
borhood; but it ?"as reported to be very bad on the South Shore of the St. Lawrence, f··om 
Fox River upwards, as far as lIIatane. We came to Gaspe Basin on the :.l5th. Iu Lhe 
post office, in this port, I found a letter, directing me to repair without uelay to the Port 
of Miramichi, to take oruers from you in your capacity of MiI!ister of i\Iarine and 1'i,h­
cries, for the Dominion of Canada. I need not add that I hastened to obPJ thp"e i:Jst:"lIC­
tions; and that same evening we sailed for our uew destination, and, in spite of eOlltrary 
winds during the whole voyage, we arrived at the mouth of the River }Iiramichi on the 
evening of the 27th, and on the ~~th we anchored off Chatham. 

On our arrival, I went, without losing a moment to place myself under your orders 
and receive the instructions you might be pleased to give me. 

Yon were pleased, Sir, to honor La Canaaienne with yonr presence at Chatham as well 
as at Newcastle, whither we went on the 31st, and all the honors due to your high rank 
were paid to you by all on board with pleasure and alacrity, on the occasion of each of 
these visits; and the Officers anu seamen were glad to have this opportunity of showing 
to you by all the means in their power, the sincere feelings of profounu resp~ct which 
they entertain for you, and the very great pleasure given to them by the friendly words 
with which you were pleased to receive us dnring this visit to the banks of the magnificent 
River Miramichi. 

And I cannot leave this subject without expressing, on behalf of my Officers and 
crew as well as for myself, feelings of the liveliest gratitude for the magnificent and truly 
brotherly reception given to us by the people of Chatham, Newcastle and neighbouring 
places, of which we shall preserve a most agreeable recollection. 

The accomplillhment, under such happy auspices, of this visit of La Canadiennc to 
those parts of the Dominion of Canada where that armed Govcrnment veesel had bien 
previously unknown, constitutes a strong proof of a friendly feeling bctween the people of 
the different Provinces. 

On the voyage from Gaspe to lHiramichi, we met several American schooners fislling 
for mackerel, but they were all outside of British waters. 

The beautiful River Miramichi, which I need not describe because it is well known, 
abounded in salmon that year, and the quantity that had already been packed in a fresh 
state in tin boxes, was enormous. 

This branch of indnstry, which is nowhere better known than at l\Iiramichi, is very 
important and very profitable. It gives employment to a number of workmen. and 
furnishes a valuable article of export to Great Britain. 

From what I could see myself of the River l\1iramichi, and from all the,information 

2 
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I received on the subject, I came to the conclusion that this river is fished to excess, not 
only with nets, but also with spears by torch light. 

There are, it is true, regulations forbidding the taking of salmon by this last method, 
but they are not enfcrced for want of a sufficient number of fishery ove~eers paid by t.he 
Governmen t for that purpose. 

No one doubts that a good system of protection is highly necessary for this River, as 
well as for other rivers in New Brunswick; for however full of fish it may be, and however 
attractive its clear waters and shady banks may be to salmon, and whatever may be the 
advantages for the multiplication of' this precious species afforded by its long course and 
numerous tributaries, still it is no less true that this kind of fish will greatly diminish if a 
stop is nnt put to the present too great destruction of it. 

I need not enlarge on this subject: I know that it has engaged your attention for a 
long time. 

There are important cod fisheries along the coast of New Brunswick from Escumenac 
Point to Miscou. They include the stations of Tabisenta, Pocmouche, Tracadie, Ship­
pigan and Miscou. It is off this latter station that the famous banks of the same name lie. 

Cod had been rather plenty in these quarters at the beginning of the season, but to­
wards summer it became scarce, and the yield of that fishery diminished in consequence. 

These coasts of New Brunswick are inhabited by a robust and vigorous race of fisber· 
mcn and mariners, who could, I am sure, prosecute the cod.fishery on the banks, and the 
mackerel fishery in schooners as well as the American fishermen, and I do not doubt that 
they would make good gains in that branch of industry. But, unfortunately, means are want· 
ing to them, as well as to the fishermen of Lower Canada, so they cannot fit themselves out 
properly, and that is the ol!ly reason why fishing as a branch of' industry has not in those 
Provinces assumed all the scope and development of which it is susceptible. 

It is to be hoped that tbe encouragement which will be given to this important 
branch of national industry by the new Government, wi:J have the efl'ect of changing this 
state of things, and of placing our fishermen in a better positionJor turning to account 
the immense reaources which we possess along our coast. 

I do not speak of lumbering in the almost inexhaustible forests bordering on the bran· 
ches and tributaries of'the River Miramichi, of the considerable trade to which it gives rise, 
of the numerous saw mills and ship-yards that one sees in the neighbcrhood of Ohatham 
and Newcastle, The ships built at l\liramicbi have long had a high reputation, us well as 
those built at the City of St. John, the commercial capital of the new ProYince, and I have 
had rucans of judging for myself, that this reputation which they enjoy is not undeserved, 

Agriculture also has ruade great progress in this part of the new Dominion of Ca­
nanda, and I might point to some farms that are in no respect inferior to thE: best onc sees 
in the Province of Quebec, or in that of Ontario. 

On the 3rd of August, in olledience to your orders, I left Chatham; that night we had 
to anchor in a calm at the mouth of the river, but the next day, favored as we were by a 
fresh brecze from the southwest, we made the Magdalen Islands and anchored atthe Basin, 
in Amherst Island. 

My first intention had been to touch at Cascumpec Bay, in the hope of tbere meeting 
with the American fleet of mackerel fishers, but when we were off that place we saw that there 
were but a few vessels there, and we therefore passed by, expecting to find the bulk of that 
fleet at the Magdalen Islands, as we did the following day. 'Ve counted more than 200 
leaving their anchorage off Entry Island, most of which after doubling the west point of 
Amberst Island bore away towards the north·north.west in search of shoals of mackerel. 
. D~eming the opportunity a favorable one, we got under way for the purpose of follow­
IDg thiS fleet in order to make the presence of La Canadienne in the waters of the 
Magdalen Islands known to all the men on board of it, and also to try our speed against 
that of these vessels, which are the fastest sailers in the world; and I have the satisfaction 
to be able to inform the Government that my expectations were even surpassed, for in a 
run, close hauled to the wind, from the basin to Deadman Islet, we beat more than thirty 
of the schooners, and those did not seem the slowest of the fleet. 
, Evidently, La Canadienne had gai?ed much, in point of speed particularly, by the 
Improvements and changes I had made ID her masts and sails. 

These were certainly very important results, and favorable in the highest degree to 
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the accomplishment of the principal object of the mission of La. Oanadienne in the Gulf 
of Saint Lawrence, which is, the protection of our fisheries and the enforcement of our 
fiRhery regulations . 

. By beating all these fishing vessels in work.ing, and by out.sailing them, we showed 
their crews that we could overtake ~he:n at .any time, and we thus pnt them on their guard 
and removed from them all tcmptatlOn to vIOlate our laws and commit depredations on our 
coasts, by destroying their hopes of impunity. 

We remained at the Magdalen Islands until the 9th. 
Since the 6th, we had seen but few schooners from the United States on our coasts. 

They had gone, no doubt, to try their fortunes on Bradley's Bank and the North shore of 
Prince Edward Island. 

The summer mackerel fishing had been very good at the be .... inuin .... of that season 
but for some time past it had not heen so good. '" c , 

As for the cod fishery, the bad weather more than any thing else had preven ted it 
from being profitable. 

There were six schooners in Amhcrst Harbour, and only three in House Harbour. 
There had not been any disturhance of the peace in these parts, nor elsewhere on 

these cuasts, neither were there any complaints against foreign fishermcn. 
Seeing that all was well, and that our presence could be dispenscd with at the l\lag­

dalen Islands, we left there to go and viRit the port of Pictou, in obcdience to the orders 
you had given me. We arrived there on the 11th. 

Pictou is one of the most commodious and best sheltered ports in the whole Dominion 
of Canada; and the immense deposits of coal in its neighborhood give it an impoltance 
which must make it, in time, one of the richest and most frequented ports in the Dominion. 
But it possesses also another advantage, which is that of being situated near to the fishe­
ries in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

It seems to me that Pictou would be a good place at which to fit out for large under­
takings in the cod and mackerel fisheries. • 

There are excellent ship-yards there. Vessels do not cost muoh. Sea-faring men arc 
numerous. With all these resources one might have hoped that fishing, as II branch of in­
dustry, would have been much followed there, as in other ports in Nova Scotia. It is 10 

be supposed, however, that something has interfered to check the development of that 
branch of industry; for, accordil'lg to the best information I have been able to procure, I 
have ascertained that there are only a few schooners belonging to thi3 port engaged in the 
cod fishery; and even those, I was told, did not make much by it. 

It is to be hoped that this state of things will change, and that, with the impetus 
given to every branch of Art a::td Industry by the new Government, Pictou, which already 
possesses coal mines and a trade in coal-together with ship-bnilding-will add to its re­
sources by means of the fisheries. For, I do not see any reason why vessels should not be 
fitted out for the cod fishery on the Banks, and for the mackerel fishery, from the port of 
Pie ton, as well as from the Atlantic ports in Nova Scotia_ It has, certainly, as great ad­
vantaO'cs for those purposes as those have; and it is certainly nearer to the fisheries. 

r"'n this port, I met the schooner Daring, Commander O'Brien, formerly belonging to 
Nova Scotia, and employed in the coasting and light-house service of that Province. :-lhc 
is a pretty vessel, well kept-said to be fast-and well fulfilling the object for which shc 
was built.* 

I should deem myself wanting in my duty if I omitted to mention here the kind alld 
friendly reception given to us by th.e pe~ple of Pictou. The interc?urse my officers and I 
had with a large number of persons ID thiS pretty town was most satisfactory; and we have 
to thank them for the cordiality and politeness which they always manifested towa.rds us 
in our intercourse with them. 

The people of Pictou, who are almost all Sootch, have not forgotten the good tradi­
tions of Old Scotland. They are indnstrious-but they are essentially hospitable-and 
we shall never forget them . 

• Since the above was written, I have heard that this schooner was wrecked on the coast of 
Nova Scotia, in a violent storm. 
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On the 14th, we left that port, at sunrise; and, a little before noon, we arrived at 
Charlotte town. 

T n that port, we found the iron· clad frigate Favoritc, commanded by Captain Shortt. 
This H',,-cl, onc of the finest of its kind in the British Navy, was one of those which had 
\teen detached from the British North American Squadron for the protection of the fishe­
ries'in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

The interviews which I had with this distinguished offic0r on the subject of the ser­
vice on which we were both employed in the Gulf, and also on the subject of the system 
of granting fishing licenses to American fishermen, were highly aatisfactory to Captain 
Shortt and to me; and we were agreed as to the difficulty, not to say the impossibility, of 
preventing American vessels from fishing in our waters, owing to the obligation which the 
Commanders of British cruisers were under of giving three distinct warnings to American 
vessels discovered in the very act of encroaching on the rights reserved ti> our fishermen, 
before being able to seize them. 

At Charlottetown I had the honor of an audience with his Excellencv the Lieutenant 
Governor of the Island, and I made it my duty to furnish him with all the information I 
possessed on the subject of fisheries in Canada, and of the system of granting licenses there 
to American fishermen. 

;\loreover, His Excellency did me the honor to visit La Canadicnnc, and I did not 
fail, on that occasion, to pay him the honors due to his high rank. 

:\s the Government of Prince Edward hland does not keep any vessels for the pro­
tection of the fisheries, I was authorized by HiB Excellency to search any American ves­
sel I mi~ht meet with in the waters of that Island. 

The port of Charlottetown is one of the finest, the safest, and the easiest of access in all 
North America, and might become a great centre of the fishing trade of the Gulf. The 
coasts of Prince Edward Island are much frequented by fish, especially the north coast, 
where very good mackerel and cod fisheries are to be found; and fishing might, it seems to 
mc, be profitably pursued as an employment in a place where there is already a good deal 
of' seafaring industry, and where vessels are built cheaply. 

nut hitherto the people of this Island, who are hard-working as well as industrious, 
II:lVe turned their attention to the cultivation of the soil rather than to navigation 
and the fisheries. I do Dot doubt, however, that in a few years, when the population shall 
have increased, and capital accumulated, a larger sphere of exertion may be embraced by 
them, and both these branches of industry become sources of widely diffu8ed wealth. 

~ingular to remark, the house which carries on the large~t trade in fish is an Ameri­
can house. That is the dark side of the picture, let us hope that we shall see the brigh~ 
side bc10re long. 

On the 16th we left Charlottetown, and on the 18th we arrived at Paspebiac. 
On the 20th we visited Port Daniel, and we went :llld anchored at night at the entrance 

of the Harbour of t:lhippigan. , 
'The next day we reached Cape Cove, and after having searched several American 

vessels, we came to Perce on the 22nd. 
On the 23rd I visited Point f-:t. Peter, GI'ande Greve, Douglastown and Gaspe Basin. 
On the 25th we left that port, and I stopped at Allsc Brillant to search an American 

schooner. On the 26th I again visited Point St. Peter, and t):!at night we went and 
anchured off Cape lto~ier. 

In all these places that I had just visited, the cod fishing was a little worse thm the 
average. 

C In the 27th I stopped at Griffin's Cove, and at Fox River. 
On the 29th we came to 1Il0nt Louis, where we were compelled by a heavy gale from 

the northwest to remain two days. 
On the 31st, the wind having moderated, we were able to quit that place for Ste. 

Anne des !\lOLts, which we reached on the 1st ot' September. 
l<'rom Cape Rosier to this place the accounts of the fisheries were discouraging. 

There was little cod, little bait, and the weather wns very bad. The fishermen had not 
yet taken ODe half of the usual average. It was very sad; and if the autumn fishing 
should not be better, it was to be feared that want and misery would have to be endured 
along the coast. 
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But few American schooners had bp-en seen in these quarters, and they had remained 
only a few days. No one had had cause to complain of their crews. 

On that day, as I had been informed by the Honorable A. Campbell, in a letter in 
which he was pleased to notify me that he accepted my resignation, from the 1st Septem­
ber, Ioeased to be the Commander of the Expedition for the Protection of the Fisheries, 
and in compliance with the orders I had received, I gave up the command to Mr. Thlloph~e 
Tetu, whJ, I am happy to be able to say, possesses in the highest degree all the requisite 
qualities to fit him for the office he is called upon to fill. 

And, before concluding this Report, which will be my last, let me be allowed to say 
that !\lr. Tetu has served under me for six years in the capacity of assistant, and that 
during all that time I always found him prompt and faithful in the discharge of his 
duties. 

And if the Government would be pleased to confer upon Mr. Tetu this command, 
which he has exercised during two months to the satisfaction of all concerned, I pledge 
myself that the duty of protecting the fisheries will be in good hands. 

I have still an important duty to fulfil before I close,-it is that of offering to you, 
Sir, my most sincere thanks for all the kindness and cons!der~tion you have shown to me, 
of which I beg that you will believe that I shall preserve a !!:rateful recollection. 

I conclude by recommending to your kind care and special attention the officers and 
wen of La Oanadienne, whose services you have been pleased to tell me, on several 
occasions, you appreciated. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your very humble and obedient Eervant, 

P. FORTIN. 



REPORT 
OF 

THEOPHILE TETU, ESQ., 
FOR THE SEASON OF 11'137. 

To THE HONORABLE P • .l\lITCIIELL, 
Minioter of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa: 

SIR,-On the first of September, Commander Fortin gave over to me the comiOand 
of the Expedition for the Protection of the Fisheries, on board of La <..'""ad icnn('. 

In the afternoon, we anchored at Ste. AD ne des lIIonts. I ruet there thc Local Fishery 
Overseer, who reported to me that all was well in his division; and that, with the excep· 
tion of one case, in which a fisherman had misunderstood him with regard to the setting 
of a trout net, no contravention of the Fisheries Act had taken placc. But it was rumoured 
that some pcrson:; intended to go soon to the upper part of the River Ste. Anne, which iR 
full of salmon pools, lor the purpose of spearing. I took occasion, therefore, to explaiu 
to the fishermen, wholll I saw here, that very strict orders had been given to the Fishery 
O,-or,eer, which would bc put into execution whenever anyone was found violating the 
law; and I told the Lessees of the River that they, above all, ought to do all in their power 
to aSoist and advise the Fishery Overseer placed there by the Government; and the more 
so, inasmuch as they alone reaped all the profits of the salmon fishing, at that place. 

The ni,cr f'tc. A une des ~Ionts was formerly one of the most frequented by fi,h of 
all those on thc f'outh Shore; and numbers of barrels of salmon Hoed to be taken there 
every year; but, in the hands of T ndians as well as white ruen, the spear had beeu yery 
dc~tructive, thousands of salmon haviD~ been killed hy means of it-besides thc num­
bers that Illust have been woundcd. This practice had driven away the salmon, which 
had always been in thc habit of'visiting this stream; and, in 185!J, when the f'j'stCill of 
Licenses was established, this river yielded only a few salmon. 

There is a change now in this respcct; and It Illay be seen by the Statistical 1'able" 
accompanying this lteport, that the quantity taken this year is douhlc that takcn iu any 
late year; and now that a Fishery Overseer will be always on duty here, during the seasou, • 
and will sce that the fish have free passage to their numerous spawning beds, we Illay 
expect soon to >'ee tbe waters of this beautiful river new stocked. 

The cod fishing at Ste. Aune'~, as in the neighboring ports, was indifferent. 
On the 31'd of September, we were at Cape Chat, where \\Ir. Fran<;oio noi, thc 

Fishery Overseer, had nothing to report. 
1>1 the afternoon, I went with LOllis Roi, Esquire, to a saw-mill, about four miles from 

the mauth of Cape Chat Hiver, to see what would be the best way to build a fishw3Y 011 

the mill-dam. Mr. Fran<jois Roi told me that, in the month of July, he had counted at 
least thirty salmon at this place seeking to ascend into the upper part of this river, for the 
purpose of spawning, but that, finding that obstacle, they had all, after SOille days spent 
in fruitless efforts to surmount it, returned to the Rea. 

After mature consideration it was decidcd that .l\Ir. Roi should set to work at once to 
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construct, as he agreed to do, at a cost of $160, a fish way about 40 feet wide, and with 
a declivity of one foot in six, according to a model furished b7 the Department. 

After that fishway had been completed in October, I saw that it was solidly built and 
would answer the purpose for whieh the Government had ordered it to be constructed. 

At all these places herring were abundant, and the inhabitants had taken advantage 
of that to salt them inconsiderable quantities. 

I should have liked to have gone as far as Illata ne, and to have visited the stations 
between Cape Chat and that place, but about 11 o'clock at n:ght such a high wind began 
to blow from the west that we had to hoist our sails and proceed down the river. 

The next morning I visited Madeleine River and Cap.(t l'Ollrs, and in the afternoon 
Grande Vallee. 

At lUadeleine River there were some trifling difficulties to be adjusted, but else· 
where all was quiet. 

Several barrels of herring had been salted at these places also, but the cod fishing 
was much less successful thau usual, particularly at Grandc Vallee. 

Having left the latter place towards evening, we were at Cape Gaspli the next morn· 
ing, and I availed myself of the opportunity to visit all the small stations between Ship 
Head and Gl'ande G1'eve; and in the afternoon we anchored in Gasp(; Blsin, where there 
were only a few schooners. 

My stay at Gaspe Basin was prolonged to the 11th, partly on account of La Gana· 
dienne having to undergo some repairs, and partly because the local magistrates having 
several arrests to make thought it right to ask me to remain some days longer there with 
La Oanadienne. 

I took advantage of thia opportunity to visit the oyster bed in the llaRin, but after 
two hours' work with our drags we succeeded only in bringing up a few shells from the 
bottom. 

I ought also to mention that, on the day after my arrival, the corvette Sphinx, Captain 
Hamilton, coming from St. George's Cove, and being now on the station extending from 
Cape Breton to Cape Rosier, came into Gaspe Basin. 

I called upO!; that officer, and having shown him my instructions with regard to 
American fishermen, he promised me all the assistanee in his power, and promised me 
also to tow La Ualladiennc out of GaspG Bay if, on the day I sailed, when he would leave 
also, there should be a calm or a head wind; but being det.ained by an event which hap' 
pened at the Basiu, I could not take advantage of his offer. 

Captain Hamilton tol<1 me he met but few American schooners near our coasts. The 
fact is, that our Gaspc fishermen had seldom seen BO few, almost all having gone to fish at 
tht: Magdalen Islands, on the coasts of Nova Scotia and at Prince Edward Island. 

On the 11th, I left Gaspc Basin for the lIfagdalen Islands, and on the way I touched 
at Perce and at Bonaventure Island. All was well at -those plares, but the continued bad 
weather had prevented our fishermen from visiting the fishing banks, aud the consequence 
was that brrt few autumn cod had been landed. 

On the 12th of September, at one o'clock in the morning, favored by a fresh breeze 
from the west-south-west, we hoisted our anchor and set sail for the l\lagdalen Islands, 
where we anchored, off North Cape (Grosse lIe), towards evening. 

About 20 American schooners were anchored at this place, fishing for mackerel. I 
should have been glad to have searched them all, but a high wind and a heavy sea, 
together with the lateness of the hour, prevented me from going ou board of more than 
those whose uames are given in the following table:-
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,; 

From what Port. 
~ 

iI ~ ~ ~ ~ By whom and where Name of Schooner. Name of Captain. 
~ Q,) ~ f c... given. ______ ------------11 [ u· ;. 1 ____ · ____ _ 

Annie Harri' .... _ ... Ed. H. Harri .......... Bremen (Maine) ....... I 42 1 17 230 399/port ~lulgrave, Y. 
• 1 I 1 Wallace. 

C. Yelmont.. .......... j'A. L. Colly ............ IWe'tport ................. 146 12 1201242 do do 
Rattler .................. J. McRenzie ........ j'Georgetown (P.E.I.)... 92 22 1 280 """I 
Ea,tern Light ........ J. R. Howard ......... Gloucester .............. ~1~1-===14551 __ ~o do 

Total.. ............ I ........................... I ....... ~ ...................... j250 /67 785 ..... . 

Three of these schooners had license~ to fish, and, as will be seen, the fishing had 
been but indifferent. The captains told me there were plenty of mackerel, but they 
would not bite. 

The next day I sold a Clergy Reserve lot. Ood fishing at Grosse Ile was indifferent. 
Mackerel fishing pretty good; each vessel having at the time from 15 to 20 barrels of that 
fish. 

On the morning of tbe 13th we left North Cape, and at 10 P.M. we anchored off 
Amherst Island, having beat all the while against a high wind from the west-south-west, 
accompanied by a heavy sea. At this place we found 90 American schooners that had 
come there the same evening for shelter from the storm. I could not search them, and 
the next morning, the wind having changed, they all set sail, and up to the day of my 
departure from the Islands, the Itsth, I had no opportunity of boarding them, for they 
kept in the offing all the time. 

During my stay in Pleasant Bay, I visited, besides Amherst Island, Grindstone 
Island and Allright Island. At all these Islands cod fishing had been indifferent, and it 
was calculated that the product would be two-thirds less than that of 1866; but, in return, 
the summer mackerel fishing was cxcellent, and our fishermen had done well. 

All the schooners that had left the Islands this spring, for the cod fisheries on th e 
coast of Labrador, bad returned; but, unfortunately, their voyages had not been profitable 
to the fishermen, the most successful among them having taken only 240 hundred weight 
of codfish. The fact is that those fishermen who plied their calling round about the 
Magdalen Islands, this summer, were much more successful than those who went to the 
North, and I think this will have the effect of inducing our people to prefer fishing near 
their own shores rather than cxp08e themselves to the dangers of a long voyage, to return, 
perhaps, as this year, without fish enongh to pay for the necessary outfit; and a proof of' 
the truth of what I say is, that whereas, a few years ago, all the schooners from the Mag­
dalen Island~, without exception, went ro the coast of Labrador to fish for cod every 
summer,-scarccly the half of them are to be seen there now. 

Some of the inhabitants of these islands who had bought Clergy Reserve lots last 
year, paid their 8ceond instalments, but many others failed to do so, most of them beinO' 
away fishing at (irand Entry Harbour, so that I received money from seven persons onl~ 
Since my arrival here I have been informed, by a letter from House Harbour, that several 
others paid after my departure, but as the payments were m'lde in specie, which it had not 
been possible to convert into paper, it was thought best not to send it, but to keep it until 
the return of the Government vessel in the spring. 

It would be well that a surveyor should be sent to survey those lots, for as there arp. 
neither lines nor posts to be seen, it is very difficult to determine the positions of the 
respecti vc lots. 

The inhabitants did not make any complaints against the American fishermen who 
had come to the I8land~ this summer, and I have reason to believe that all was quiet after 
my departure. 

On the Ujth of September, all m~ bu.siness being finished, and not seeing any Ameri­
onn schooners neaf the coast, and consldermg that I had still to go to the northward I took 
advantage of a strong south-west breeze to give orders for settinO' sail and making fo~ Blane 
Sablon Bay, which we reached on the 20th, in the morning. ., 
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I found only fivc Jersey vessels there, taking in cargoes of dried codfish for the Bra­
zilian and Mediterranean markets. 

There had not been any autumn cod fishing at Blanc Sablon, nor at any place between 
that and 1I1ingan; and, to make matters worse, the herrin", which generally visits thi$ 
part of our coast in the a.utumn, had not yet made its app;arance, and the sea sou was so 
far advanced that the fadure of that fishing also could be foreseen. And in fa"t it di,l 
fail, so that our fishermen, deprived of these resources would have found themselves in a very 
critical position and very much at a loss how to get through the hard months of the ap­
proaching winter, if it had not been that, fortunately, the salmon fishing was better than 
usual this year. But for this, many families, not being able to obtain credit from the trad­
ers to whom they were already in debt, would havll been compellcd to leave the coast and 
seek for the means of subsistenoe elsewhere. 

I have sincA learned, with pleasure, that the Government had been so good a~ to send 
some provisions to the inhabitants of that coast last autumn. It is to be hoped that those 
provisions arrived there in time, and that the vessel sent with them was more fortnnate 
than the one chartered for the same purpose in 1866, and ddivered the provisions 
in good order and at the appoivted places. 

There had been a shipwreck in Bradore Bay; the vessel had been lost, but the crew had 
saved themselves, and the greater part of the cargo had been brought ashore. 

During our stay Sot Blanc Sablon, I visited Wood Island, Little Htirbonr, Long Point, 
Sandy Bay and Bradore Bay. Order reigned in all those places. 

On the 22nd we set sail, and that night I was at Bonne Esperance, which, as well as 
Salmon Bay, I visited. Not a single barrel of herrings had been salted at tbe posts be­
tween Bradore Bay and Bonne Esperance, and the cod-fishing had been very bad; tbe sal­
mon fishing alone had been favorable for the people at these places. 

On the 23rd I lefe Bonne E~perance, and that night I was at St. Augustine, where 
we had the good fortune to bc able to anchor before the close of day; and very good for­
tune it was, for in the night the wind began to blow from the north-west, we had a storm 
which lasted two days and two nights. 

There I met 1\lr. Kenncdy, the Fishery Overseer, who informed me that the salmon 
fishing had been much better than usual, and that there had not been any contmvention of 
the Fisheries Act in his division. 

On the 26th, in the morning, we set sail for St. Aug;ustine with a north-east wind, 
and that day I visited the Whale's Head at Pacachoo, La Tuuatiere, Red Bay, and the 
Whale's Head at Mecattina. 

At La Tabatiere and at the Whale's Head at lIlecattina the cod fishing had been 
pretty good, but the fishermen were afraid they would not be able to obtain flour and cloth­
ing in e.!:chan!!;e for their fish, for they knew the Nova Scotia traders would not come 
there (none of tbem daring to infringe the CUitoms Acts this year), and they knew also 
that Canadian traders did not much like to receive small cod-fish for their flour. They 
did not, therefore, very well know what to do do; and after all, they seemed to be but 
little better off than their brethren who had not taken any cod. 

In the eveninO" of the same day we left Whale's Head at Mecattina, and sailed, with a 
good wind, for Nat:shquBn, where I was to take on board the Fishery Overseers of Natash­
quan and Watsheeshoo, where we anchored on the 27th, in the evening. 

The Fishery Overseer at N atashquan having informed me that a certain person whom 
he had fined for a contravention of the Fisheries Act, had not chosen to pay the fiue, I 
caused the person to be arrested, and he paid the amount at once. 

The cod fishing at Natashquan had not been very good, uor yet very bad, and the 
same remark will apply to Kcgasca. 

Schooners !i·om these two places had returned from cod-fishing, bringing but few fish; 
the most successfuLof them having only 250 hundred weight. 

The Fishery OVerseers for Natashquan and Watsheeshoo, reported to me that no In­
dians had speared fidh in their divisions, and that the rivers were full of salmon at the 
spawning season. . " . 

On the 29th, in the morDlng, the wlDd belDg south-east, we salled from Nata~hquaD 
for Esquimaux Point, which I visited the next morning; aDd in the afternoon we anchor-

3 
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ed in the Harbour of l\Iingan, where we remained until the 2nd of October, being detain­
ed there by a storm of wind from the east·north·east. 

I took on board the Fishery OverReer of this harbour, wao told me that a salmon had 
been speared here by an Indian this summer, but that hunger had been the cause of the 
deed. I shall refer to this at greater length under the head of" spearing," in my general 
remarks attached to thislteport. . . . . 

On the 2nd of October I left 1\hngan, and on the same day I vIsited the estabhsh­
ments at Long Point, River St. John and Rambler's Cove. At these places both the 
summer and autnmn cod fishing had been much better than at other places on this coast, 
and our fishermen appeared to be very well satisfied with the results of their labor. 

The salmon fishing also had been good, and, altogether, it had been many years since 
there had been such good fishing in St. John's River. 

At the laAt·named post I met 1\Ir. Beaubien, the Fishery Overseer, who told me 
that all was well in his division, with the exception of some trifling differences between 
the fishermen, which I settled amicably. 

In obedience to orders from the Department, Mr. Beaubien had gone far up the 
St. John's River, accompanied by a miner, and had succeeded in' blowing up a rock of 
several tons weight, which had until then presented al! almost insurmountable obstacle 
to the ascent of salmon to the spawning beds of this beautiful river, and in the attempt to 
get over which, thousands of that fish had lost their lives; for when the water was low 
there was to be seen below the rock in question, a cavity several feet in diameter, and 
five or six feet deep, which WaS invisible when the water was high, and into which fell 
all the poor salmon that did not succeed in leaping the rock, and once in, they could not 
get out, and soon died, or became a prey to the bears who, when the water was low, 
ventured as far as this spot, called the C"altdi~re, and devoured all the fish to be 
found there. 

OIl the occasion of his expedition to the Caltdi~re, Mr. Beaubicn found from twenty­
five to thirty dead salmon in it, and the remains of many more on the rocks around, whither 
they had been dragged by the bears. The effect of the blast has been such, that 
salmon will now be able to ascend it without danger, the whole of the side of the Chaud iere 
having been blown away. 

As Mr. Beaubien had finished his work at St. John's River, and the fisher­
men had almost all left the North Shore, he took passage on board of La Cana· 
dienne, and on the 3Td of October, in the afternoon, we anchored at Thunder Rive!, which 
I visited, as well as Duck Creek. 

Cod fishing; was pretty good at these placeR. 
We were prevented by fog f!"Om leaving this place until 4 P. 1\1., and at 6 P. M. we 

arrived ut .::lheldrake Ioland, where, just as I was going to land, the wind suddenly beaan 
to blow from the weat with such force, and such a sea got up, that we were obliged im­
mediately to take in sail and make for the South Shore. At 7 1'. !.'l. we left Sheldrake 
Island, and ut ~.15 A. i\J. on the 4th, we were at Fox River. That night was one of the 
roughest of the season, and we were obliged to pump all the time. 

But for that storm I should have gone as far as Seven Islands, and visited the fish­
ing stations between Sheldrake Island and that place. 

On tIle 4th, in the afternoon, we anchored in Gaspe Basin, where there were only a 
few vessels. 

I found nothing new at Gaspe. Some whalers had returned, and scemed well con­
tent with their voyages. 

On the 7th, after having taken in water and provisions, and had some repairs made 
to La Canadiellne, we le!"t Gaspe Basin for the Bay of Chaleurs. On that day I visited 
Grande Grevp, Point Peter's and Perce, where we anchored in the afternoon. 

At all these fishing stations theJautumn cod 'fishino- was very poor not for want of 
those fish on the banks or even near the coasts, bo't bcca~ge the fisher~~n could not go 
out, being prevented by the winds which prcvailed continually this autumn on our coasts. 
Hut for that the fishing would have been very good, fcr on the few occaeions when the 
boats were able to get to the banks they brought back from 12 to 15 draughts of cod. 

On the ::Ith we left Perc~, and that cvenino- we anchored at Grand River after 
having touched at Grand Cove, and on tQe 9th,"in the morning, we were in Pa;p6biac 
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Roads, where I counted six Jersey vessels taking in cargoes of dried cod. At all these 
places tbe fisbinp; 'Yas but indifferent; at Newport, it was better, they slid. 

. On !be 10th, ID the afternoon, having finished my business at Paspebiac, and the 
wiDd comIog round to the north-cast we set sail, and bein" favored by a fine breeze wc 
found ourselves next morning' at Carleton, where I went on ~hore for some hours and' the 
same evening we anchored up the River Ristigouche, opposite Mission Point. ' 

There,l remarked with pain, tbat some salmon fisbers belon~ing to New Brunswick, 
ba~ not ye.t remo.ved from the River Ristigouche the stakes they had used in making 
tbeIr fisherIes, whICh obstructed the course of the river. 

Next day there was a oorth.easterly storm with rain and hail. On the 13th, in the after­
noon, the wind coming round to west· north-west, we left Mission Point, and in the evening 
we anchored at Carleton, which we left next mornin" for ])laria, and came and anchored 
the same evenin/!: at New Richmond. 0 

At Maria, I met Mr. F. Cook, and at New Richmond, lIIr. M. Dimock, hoth of whom 
told me that no contravention of the law had taken place since the last vi"it of La Calla· 
dienne, that the salmon fishing had bee!! much better than usual, and that onr rivers had 
been visited by a great number of salmon during the spawning season. 

I could not leave on the 15th, having to arrest a man at New Richmond, but on the 
16th, in the morning, we set sail, and in the afternoon I landed at (~rand Bonavcnture, 
where I found the fishing pretty good, some boats havin;:; brought in that day from 100 
to 500 codfish. 

The fishermen baited their hooks with smelt9, which they found in great 'lllantity at 
the mouth of the river. 

The same evening we anchored at Paspebiac, which we were prevented by a calm 
from leaving until the day but one after. 

At ten o'clock in the morning of the 18th we were in the harbour of Caraquette, and 
I sent a boat at once under the command of the chief pilot to the oyster-beds, and the 
same evening the oysters intended to be planted at Bic, were on b,'ard. 

Next morning, we left Caraquette, and on the 20th, at eight o'clock in the morning, I 
landed at Perce, where the fishing contiuued bad, and where, apart from that, there was 
notbing new. 

In the afternoon we sailed for Gaspe Basin, where we anchored the next morning. 
I found at that place 9 vessels loa':ling with dried cod for the Brazilian and European 

markets. 
I remained at Gaspe Basin till the 23rd, and during that time I settled accounts with 

the different merchants there, took in provisions, dragged for oysters, and unfortunately 
ascertained that they had not been able to live in the waters of the Basin, and gave assist­
ance to George Dumaresq, Esq., J. P., who, during my stay in this port, had had several 
difficulties to settle, among otbers a case of theft on board of a schooner loaded with 
goods from the wrecked vessel Ardenlee. 

I arrested the accused, and in the afternoon, after Mr. Dumaresq had concluded the 
examination, I left Gaspe Basin with tbe prisoner and lodged him the same evening at 
the Haol at Perce. I left again next m0rning, the 24th. In the afternoon I anchored at 
Malbaie, which I visited, as well as Point Pet.ers, where I found the fishing indifferent. 

The next morning, at the Barachois, I arrested a man accused of having fired at an 
ox. After the examination, which took place the sallle day, the wind being frolll the 
north·ea~t, we left Malbaie; but it was not till the 26th that we anchored at Fox River, 
where I remained until the 28th. The alltumn fishing was very poor there also. 

I had gone to Fox River for the purpose of affording armed support, if necessary, to 
Charlea Fox, Esq., of the Uustoms at Gaspe, who bad been sent there by the Collector at 
that port to see to the landing and storing of goods from the wrecked vessel Ardenlre. 
But as all was goin~ on well then, and I was desirous of going, as soon as possible. to 
Magdalen River and Ste. Anne des Monts, at which places I was wanted, and as lIfr. Fox 
said he could dispense with my services, I left Fox River on the 28th, in the morning. 

I have since learned that, immediately after my departure, people from different 
places on the coast, no longer fearing a visit from La Canadienne, flocked to the scene of 
the shipwreck, and, in spite of express prohibitions from the owners of the vesAel, who 
were there at the time, took possession of a number of things, and even that one of them 



had been arrested and wail to be tried at the next Criminal Term for the County of Gaspe, 
at Perce. 

Although I left Fox River with the expectation of being able to go to Magdalen 
River and Ste. Anne des Monls, and thence to the River Moisie and the Seven Isl~nds, I 
wos prevented from going to anyone of those fishing stations by a strong head wind which 
sprang up on the ~9th, 80 that I made for Old Bie, fearing that if I did not take 
advan~age of a fine breeze from the north·east on the 30th, I should risk having to keep 
the oysters destined to be planted at that plaee too long on board of La Canadienne. 

On the 30th, in tbe evening, we anchored off Old Bie, and the next day, after having 
carefully sounded both the Bay there and that at Cap 11. l'Orignal, I found two spots 
where the bottom consisted of mud and sand. and there I deposited my oysters, twenty­
five barrels in each of those Bays. They are in from one and a half to two fathoms of 
water at low tide. I shall treat of this at greater length in my Concluding Remarks. 

I took advantage of the calm in the afternoon of the 31st, to visit Rimouski, where I 
heard that neither the herring fishing nnr the sardine fishing had been so good this year 
as in 1806. The salmon fishing, on the contrary, had been better, and Mr. Luc Sylvain, 
whom I met, told me that thirty.six salmon had been taken with the fly in the River Ri­
mnu,ki, and that in August and September he had observed there a great number of little 
~almon, of three or four pounds weight; and I have since learned that at least two hun­
dred couples spawned in that river this autumn. 

Mr. Sylvain, who had paid special attention to the protection of salmon in this stream 
for scme ytars. has reason to be proud of the successful results of his exertions. 

On the 2nd of November, in the evenin~, wc left Old Bic for Quebec, and we should 
have reached that port without having the slightest damage to record if it had not been 
for an accideot.-fortunately not a fatal one-which happened to us that evening. and which 
was occasioned by want of skill, care and watchfulness on the part of the crew of a schooner 
who allowed her to come into collision with La Canadienne. 

On the 3rd we anchored in the stream off Quehec; three days afterwards the crew 
were paid off, and on the 16th La Canadienne was towed into the Palais harbour, where 
she passed the winter. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

With the exception of the accident whioh happened in the Traverse, where there 
was a collision between La Canadienne and another schooner, the cruise of La Cana­
dienne, which, as may he seen from the extract from the log.book, lasted five months and 
a half this year, was a most prosperous one, notwithstaDdiD~ the maDY gales of wind along 
the cnaste of the Gulf in the spring and in the autumn, which we did not always escape. 

We were Dot able to leave the port of Quebec until the 17th of 1\1ay, being delayed 
by the late breaking lip of the ice at the mouth of the River St. Charles, and also having 
to wait several days for our sails, which could not be completed before that day; the con­
SCrjUeDCe of which wae that the cruise WaS a little shorter than usual this year. 

Nevertheless, durin,; that time we succeeded in making three visits to the Magdalen 
JslaDlls, two to the coast of Labrador and the North ~hore, one to the Island of Anticosti, 
onc to the South shore of the River St. Lawrence, two to the Bay of Chaleurs, and one to 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, 

Some hundreds of sohooners also, belonging to the United States, tIJ the Provbces, 
&c., were searchcd, as well on the coast of Labrador as at the ~Iagdalen Islands and in the 
13"y of Chaleurs. 

The greater number of the American schooners engaged in fishing for mackerel, 
which we boarded, were furnished with fishing licenses; but I see by a list furnished to 
me by J, Fraser, Esq., Collector at the Port of New Carlisle, that of 108 American 
"chooners which anchored this summer at Paspebiac and New Carlisle only 69 had 
licenses. It is true, however, that all these schooners were not engaged in fishing for 
mackerel. several of them being engaged in fishing for cod on the hanks of l\Iiscou and 
elsewhere . 

. It is also to be observed thllt, the mackerel fishing !lot being so good this year as it 
was I? 1866, while the price of licenses was double wll3t it was in that year, the Amerioan 
captaIns, fearing to make bad voyages, anll ",ishing t() avoid all unneceB~!lry eXlleDse, 
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hesitat~d to pay for licenses, and preferred to remain fishing near the Magdalen Islands, 
where they have a right to fish, and beyond three miles from the coasts of Nova Scotia, 
Prince Edward Island and Gaape, rather than to procure the privilege of fishing else­
where by paying one dollar per ton for licenses. I should suppose, therefore, that fewer 
fishing Iioenses have heen sold t'his year by the Canadian Authorities to American fisher­
men, but I cannot affirm that such is the case. 

As may be seen by the Report, the best possible understanding continued to subsist 
between the foreign fishermen and our own throughout this seaRon ; no complaint arising 
out of any difficulties between them was made, that I know of, to any magi"trate, and our 
fishermen were ahle to devote themselves to their occupations without any fear of being 
disturbed or molested in their pursuit of the same. 

It is rather among our own fishermen that difficulties occur:; and magistrates were ob· 
Iiged to have recourse to La Canadienne several times this year, particularly at Gaspe, 
when it became necessary to make some arrests. 

In fact it is, so to speak, almost impossible for them to have a warrant executed and 
bring a prisoner before them, not having the necessary force at their disposal; and it is 
only when we arrive that the law can have.its course; and if it were not for this arilled force, 
it would often happen that the guilty would go unpunished. The difficulty ha~ always 
been for tbe magistrate on board of the Government vessel to transport himself at the 
proper times to the different places where his services have been required. "\ t one time 
it was a calm, at. another tiD!e it was a head wind that prevented him fro ill getting there, 
and during the ,delay the guilty might escape. This very a~tumn I could not, on account 
of the wind, go to two places on the South shore of the RIVer St. Lawrence, namely the 
River Magdalen and St. Aline des .!IIonts, where my preseuce was absolutely required. A 
little later I was written for, after my departure from Fox River, to go to the wreck of the 
Ardenlee at Petit Gap,. the letter did not reach me, it is true, but. even if I had received. 
it with a sailing vessel I oould not have gone there. 

, But, all things oonsidered, the cruise of La Canadienne, with these fe~ exceptions, 
has given satisfaction, I think, to our own fishermen, as well as to the foreign fishermen 
who have visited our coasts; and our laws have been obeyed in our se'lports and along 
our shores, as well as could have been expected considering the extent of coast La Cana­
dienne has to watch over. 



22 

REMARKS UPON SOJIE OF OUR SEA AND RIVER 

FISHERIES. 

FISHING FOR ~[ACKEREL FROM SCHOONERS. 

A branch of business much followed by the greater number of American fishermen 
for some years past, is that of fishing for mackerel from schooners. Every year, during the 
nlOnths of July, Augnst, and September, and during part of the month of October, 
Bchoonen; from t.he United States resort for that purpose to the coasts of the Magdalen 
Islands, where these fish are always found in great numbers during the spring and summer, 
and to the Bay of Chaleurs, the River St. L'lwrence, as far up as Seven Islands, and the 
coasts of New BrunswIck, ~()va Scotia, Capc Breton, and Prince Edward bland. There 
were, it is 8uid, 500 in the waters of the Gulf this summer, the town of Gloucester, al,one, 
sending out nearly 400. 

It would be difficult to estimate the profits of this fishery, but it is very certaiu that 
they ruust be considerable, and much greater in proportion than those of the codfi,hery; 
aud a prouf of this is that whereas formerly numbers ot American schooners were to be 
been fishing for cod on the coast of Labrador, few are to be seen there uow, and this year 
we counted only two. 

American jbhermcn must, then, have come to the conclusion that mackerel fishing is 
far preferable to cod fishing. And it is for this reason that a uumber of companies havo 
been forlUea, and havc fitted out, for the mackerel fishing, what I will venture to call the 
finest schooners in the world. These little vessel" manned, generally, by from 15 to 20 
men, all of whom share in the profits of the fishery, arc built on the newest models and 
arc therefore fast sailers; and it is necessary that they should be so in order that the fisher­
men Inay approach the shoals of mcckerel as quickly as possiblc. A slow sailing schooner 
would not answer the purpose. The above number of men can, when the mackerel bite 
well, take 50 barrels of thesc fish, with hook and lino, in one day, as has often happened 
at the lIhgdalen Islands. 

It is true that it is not always so, and that often the result is Ifuite different. This 
year, for instance, the American fishermen have had but little success, not because 
mackerel were scarce on tho coasts of Canada, for seldom have they beeu seen in such 
quantities, and, according to the fishermeu's accounts, they were abundant; but, 00 the 
other hand, they would not take the bait, aDd all thc well-known skill of the Americans 
was baffled by this new whim of thc fish. 'fhis, however, lasted only during IDe months 
of July anu August, and towards the end of September the fishing became better, though 
it was uot very good, for at the end of October, acccrding to information procured on the 
spot, thcse seho:mers had only taken, on an avenge, about 150 barrels of mackerel each, 
making 75,000 barrels between 500 schooners. This is but little, considering the amount 
of capital employee in the eq·uipment of so great a number of vessels. But failure in 
this fishlDg seldom happens, and even when it does take place the American fisherman 
compeusates himself for what he may kave thus lost, by fishing for cod on the great bauks 
during the winter, an advantage which our fishermen have not, it is true, but the absence 
of which is made up to them by their being so near the shoals of mackerel. 

The Amorican companies, formed for the purpose of fishing for mackerel, have from 
() or 10 to 20 schooners. each; half of these may do well, while the other half may not be 
so successful; but on the whole, the shareholders still find their profit for mackerel always 
sells well, especially in the United States. ' 

It is true that our fishermen would not have the same advantages nor realize as con. 
siderable profits as the American fishermen, in oonsequence of the .duty on maektrel im­
ported into thc United States by foreigners being ~o high; but, could not that fish be 
exported to other countries? And, if for some years past our merchants in the Bay of 
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Chaleurs and Gaspe Bay have made money by scndincr salted herrin'" to Barbadoes and 
Bermuda, would they not find it to their advantaO'e" to introd uce there a fish that is 
more than twice::s good? e 

For some years past this new. method of fishing for mackerel hag been adopted by 
some fishermen from ~ova ScOtIU, New BrunswICk and Prince Edward Island and 
they must have found i.t suited them, for they increase from year to year the number of 
schooners they employ In that way. Why should wc not do the same thing? And why 
should nO.t our merchants .of the ]ky. of Chaleurs, and other parties in the Proviuce of 
Quebec, lorm the.mselves IDtO compalllcs for tho purpose of fishing for mackerel, in thc ~ame 
way as the Amenc3D fi.shermen ? If the latter succeed, as it is proved they do, why should 
not we succeed? Ouc thing i~ certain, and that is, that the American fishermen them­
selves admit, that those of our Acadian and Canadian fishermen who !Iave practised this 
mo?e of fishing from on board of their own schooners, have been very active and skilful 
at It. 

Now, we must find some one who will devote him~clf to this branch of industry, and 
that person once found, all will go well, and we shall be able, like others, to enjoy what 
this fishery must necessarily bring us. 

And what advantages wc have over the American fishermen! Mackerel abounds 
close to our shores, at our very doors, It may be Said; we are not oblil;ed, like them, to go 
a long way to find it; it is near to us, and we have hut to stretch out our hands and take 
it; and for all that foreigners, instead of us, profit by these riches of the Gulf of St. L1W­

rence. An effort should be made, and we should, without IODl;er delay, apply ourselves 
to this new branch of industry, and share its profits with our neighbours. 

SPRING HERRI~G FISHING . 

.At the nlagdalen Islands, in the County of Bonaventu:e, at Maria and at Carieton, 
this fishing was carried on last spring on a brger bcale than for some years past, and it w"" 
remarked, with pleasure, that a new firm, .Messrs. Petrey, Robertson &; Co., from Ireland, 
set up two establishments for curin:;- herring, one ht l\Iaria and the other at Carleton. 
This company paid the fishermen :!s. Gll. per barrel for round herring fresh from the 
hook, and 10s. per barrel for packed herring, and proposed to export the fish to the Medi­
terranean markets. 

This will be, I think, the first appearance of our Bay of Chaleurs herrin;;- in that 
quarter. It is to be hoped that this experiment will succeed, and that in consequence, a 
market wiil be found there for this fish, which is generally found in such abundance along 
our shores. As it is not very fat in the spring it will be found preferable t.o thc Labrador 
herring, which would not keep in those hot countries; and since it will not do for us 
to export that fish to the United States, seeing that we have to disbur.e, over and above 
the price, commission and freight, 5s. for every barrel exported t~ither, we shall per­
haps, have the gool fortune to be able to sell to greutar advantage ID those markets, so 
well known to our Gaspe merchants. 

PORPOISE FISHING. 

A company was formed also this spring, for the purpuse of taking porpoise in nets, 
that fish having frequented the Bay of Chaleurs for SOilie years. 

Nets were first set near the shoal at Carleton, where those fish were in the habit ot 
coming daily, and a porpoiFe was taken the first night, although the stretching of the net 
was hardly completed. This seemed a good omen, but unfortunately this state of thing, 
did not long continue, and in a few days, it seems, these fish had either almost cntirely 
disappeared, or avoided approaching the nets in such a way as to expose themselves to the 
danger of being taken. 

Some of the people employed by the company attributed this disappearance of the por­
poise to the to) great .quantity of herring nets seti~ Oa,leton Bay,.and also to the almost con­
stant coming and gomg of sch':lOners there; and ID ofder to avoId these obstacles the COIll­
pany decided upon ceasing to set nets at Carieton, and caused a fishery to be builc a Iittlc 
above Dalhousie, but on the Lower Canada side of the river. 

Some time after the new fishery was completed, from 150 to 200 of these fish enter­
ed its enclosure in one day, and if it had not been for a mass of sea-weeds pressed by the 
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force of the current against the fishery until a part of it gave way, and left an opening for the 
escape of these prisoners, the company wou!d on that occasion, have been re-im~urged a}l 
its expenses of outfit, for each of these fish IS worth from $80 to $100 ; but thiS experi­
ment did not prove more successful than the other, and it appears that only three or four 
porpoises were taken in the whole season. 

It is said, howevcr, that the company are not disposed to abandon the enterprise, and 
will reCOmmen0(l operations next spring. But these fish are so cunning and so timid in 
approaching objects they are not familiar with, that it will always, I think, be difficult to take 
them. Hitberto the best and most successful method of catching them has been that em· 
ployed for a number of years by the fishermen of River Ouelle and Isle aU.l: eoudres, 
namely, in brush weirs; but these could not be used in the Bay of Chaleurs for want of 
tidal currents, and nets had to be used instead. 

WHALE FISHING. 

The port of' Ga~pe is the only one in Canada that dispatches, as it has done for many 
years, schooners fitted out for the express purpose of whale Ii:!hing in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. At first these enterprises were highly profitable, whales being numerous and 
readily allowing themselves to be approached by the harpooner. 

Now, however, both these conditions are reversed-but few whales visiting our coasts, 
and those being so timid that often it is only after having rowed for days in all directions, 
carefully following the movements of a whale, that the harpooner succeeds in dealing it a 
blow. 

This year, for. some reason or another, whales seem to have been more numerous, and 
what was better still, the weather was favorable to our fishermen during the whole season. 
Accordingly they gave themselves up with the greatest ardor to the pursuit of these animals, 
as well on the coast of Labrador as on those of Newfoundland and Gasp6, and they 
succeeded in taking a much greater number than usual, as may be seen by the following 
table:-

SCHOONERS FROM GASPE BAS1N, E~lPLOYED IN WHALE FISHING IN 1867. 

I I 
i.' ~. 1_ .Whal._Oil .. -

Name of Schooner. Name of CaptulD. '0 "s 

o 0 I Barr.ls. I Gallons. 

----I---------,~!':.. ----
Admiration ..................... Joscph Tripp ........................................... 146 1.'i 200 I 6,000 
Viol.t ........................... \Hcnry Sllddnrd .......................................... 137 1.'i I 180 .'i,400 
R~mbl.r ........................ Churl •• Stllurt ......................................... ~1 115 170 ',100 
Hlghlnnd Jan ................. John A,enh ........... .................. . .. ...... lj4 l.'i 237 4,110 
Breeze ........... ········.······I'villiaul II.lrbour ...................................... j4J 15 80 I 2,400 
Lurd Dougla' ................. Jamo, Duke' .............................................. ~I~I_~ ~~ 

I 'fotal ............................................ 1 3Ul1 90 1 963 I 25,890 

Tho yield of this year's fishing was therefore nearly equal to thatof tholast two years 
put together; only l-l,-±~U gallons of oil huving bren bruught back in 1865, and only 
12,330 in l~litj. But will our whalers always be so fortunate, und will they always return 
with such cargoes" I do not think 80. On the I-untrary, I think we cannot expect to see 
as good results every year as thoso obtained this summer, particularly when we consider 
how uncertain a chase is that of the whale, which I may compare to that followed in the 
spring by the iD habitants of the lIIagdaleu Island, when they are so fortunate as to see 
fields ,,1' Gulf ice covered with young seals ground near their shores. 

What, then, is to be done to remedy this evil, and supply this deficiency? I answer, 
what Qught to have been done long ago, and what was strongly recommended by Com­
mander .Fortin in his Heport for the year 1865, and that is to form a company or two for 
the purpose of fi,hing, <11' rather hunting, for whales in the Northern Ocean and off the 
coasts of Greenland. There thllse animals are still to be found in great numb~rs' and the 
Gasp6 whalemen, with their well-known experience and activity, would be s,{re to do 



well there, and thcir vessels would come back not with their 200 but with their 1000 barreb 
of oil. That would be something worth while in the way of whaling; but to go and pass 
a conple of months off the coast of Labrador, and rcturn to Gasp6 with 25 or 30 barrel~ 
of oil, as has unfortunately happened to some, cannot be profitable to our whalemcn. On 
the contrary, it must be injurious to their interests, as well as to those of their outfitt~rs. 

The only thing they can do to recover themselves is to go to the North Seas in search 
of whales, for there are not whales enough now in our waters to give employment to our 
Gaspe whalemcn. I do not shrink from repeating once more, that no reliance is to be 
placed on the results obtained this summer. Those results have been good because 
by chance the weather was fine, and because whales were more plenty than usual; in 
another year the weather may be fine, but the whales may be wanting, or vice versa.. 

We cannot, therefore, depend upon that fishing in the waters of the Gulf, and we 
must &eek elsewhere for the means of rendering it certain and profitable. 

PItOTECTION OF SAL~lON AND TROUT. 

All have observed with pleasure the care taken lately by the Government to protect 
salmon and trout, by passing new laws, and by appointing Fishery Overseers wherever 
required; and, thanks to the means employed, the Fishery Act has worked as well as could 
possibly be expected, particularly in a country like ours, in which the great extent of coast 
requires more than ordinary oversight. 

In the first place a special law was required for the Indians. Their usages are not 
those of the white man to suit whose ideas also different laws ware relJuired. In all this the 
Government had the good fortune to succeed, s~titat now it may safely be said that the 
end it had in view has been obtained, and that our two finest kinds of fish, the salmon and 
the trout, which had for a certain time almost ceased to frequent our southern and northern 
rivers, owing to their being harrassed by the spear of the Indian and the too numerous 
nets of the white men, have begun to revisit their former spawning beds and to new·stock our 
numerous water-courses. Besides the spear, the nets and the weirs, there were other ob­
stacles to the ascent of the salmon to their spawning beds. What were these? First, the 
absence of fish ways on the dams across the streams frequented by these fish, and next, the 
throwing into the water of saw-dust, "slabs" and "cl'ol1tes," from the mills on those 
rivers. 

This year a change took place. The owner~ of the mills at Rimouski, Metis and 
Matane, conforming themselves to the law with the greatest good will, have managed the 
internal arrangements of their mills in such a way that no saw-dust falls into the water, and 
the rivers are free from all these noxious substances. 

Two new fish-ways; one on the Grand Matane River, the other on Cape Chat River, 
will enable the salmon to spawn once more in those rivers. 'I.'hese passes have been made 
with great care, and according to the newest models. 

With such precautions, we may fairly expect to succeed; and a proof that the efforts 
of the Government have been crowned with success is that the take of salmon is greater by 
at least one-third this year than in 1866, although it was very good that year. 

When I think of the little River Rimouski, which five years ago could hardly boast 
of being visited by a single salmon, and which has seen more than :::00 couples spawning 
in its waters this year, I mny well say once more, that the Government by abolishing th" 
use of the spear and of weirs, and by diminishing the number of nets and increasing the 
distance between them, has attained the end so much desired, namely, the new·stocking 
of our beautiful rivers, formerly so full of salmon and trout. 

For this purpose even ou~ owners of brush weir~ ha:ve been subjected to regulations, 
and it is required by law that In each of these fisherIes, 10 places frequented by these fish, 
there should be a net work, with me~hes at least five inches apart, to Insure the passage of 
any salmon left therein by the falling tide. The entrance to these fisheries must also be 
closed from Saturday night to Monday morning. 

I may say here with pleasure that our fishermen have complied with these regulations 
with the best possible grace, and that thcy all understand that they must sooner or later 
profit by this system of protection. 

As I shall observe under the head of spearing, very few oontraventions of the Fisheries 
Act have taken place this year, and the Wiherlllen in general are content, and not one of 

4 
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Ulem would now, I am sure, for any consideration, go back to th8 old system; and they 
much prefer paying for licenses which promise them protection and security, to running 
the risk to which they were exposed formerly of seeing strange fishermen who nev('r fished 
there hefore, and whom, perhaps, they had never seen, fishing alongside of them. Thanks 
to the system of licenses, each fisherman has his own fishing ground, where he is never 
molested, and is always ready to take advantage of what the tide may bring him from 
day to day. 

This system works well, I think; and it would be difficult to find a better, and unad­
visable, unless there was an evident diminution in the produce of the salmon fishery, to 
resort to different means of taking this fish. 

I might refer to several rivers in which the salmon have increased in an extraordinary 
manuer; but I will only speak of the Grand River in the County of Gaspe, in which, two 
or three years ago, it was difficult to take even a few salmon with nets. This year Gen­
eral Davis, from the United States, took 160 there with the fly, besides the number taken 
by the fishermen at their fishing stations. This, it seems to me, is a most satisfactory 
result. 

To conclude, I will add, that according to the reports of all the Fishery Overseers, as 
well in the Bay of Chaleurs as on the north shore, more salmon than usual visited our 
rivers this year at spawning time, so that we may expect a large catch in 1868. 

OF I!PEARING. 

For some years past the Government has been doing all it can to protect salmon and 
trout against the use by the Indians of that destructive weapon the fish.spear. 

At firEt, out of kindness, the Montagnais and i)Iicmac tribes of Indians were allowed 
the use of the spear, and were permitted to spear both the above kinds of fish, but on the 
expre,s condition that they should kill fish in that way for their own use only, and should 
not sell any to white people. 

But it was Boon found that the Indians, abusing that exclusive privilege, not only 
gave salmon they had speared in exchange for goods, but also sold such salmon to) traders 
for money, and that at a very low price in most cases, for the purchasers took advantage 
of the law being against them to pay them as little as possible. 

The Government, seeing that, decided at once that the free use of the spear should bo 
abolished, and that the Indians should enjoy the right of using that weapon only in such 
places as should be indioated in licenses to be granted to them by the Department, such as 
the River Bersimis, in whose waters they fish with nets and by torchlight, and the 
Riv~r ;\lingan where they have also leave to set nets during the visit of tho Missionaries 
in summer. 

Except in some cases, that part of the Fisheries Act has been very well obeyed this 
season, both on the North Shore where there were only two cases of contravention, and 
on the South Shore where not a single complaint of its violation was made. The faot is, 
that the Government, by stationing a Fishery Overseer at Ste • .An ne des jl{onts this 
year, prevented a great number of fishermen in that neighborhood from indulging in 
thoir unlawful habit of spearing fish; and it is to be hoped that, by tho use of such 
effectual measure~, the beautiful River of Ste.. .Anne des 1110nt8, which flows from 
beyond the Chicchaos, and which has some of the finest spawning beds in Canada, will 
be restored in a few years to its rank as one the best Etockcd with fish of all our 
Rivers. 

I have a word to add on the subject of the Indians. Their privilege of spearing 
salmon and trout, by the use of which hundreds of familie. supported themselves during 
SUllJlllCr, having been in some degree curtailed, for the purpose of allowing our rivers 
to become new stocked, these poor people, particularly on the North Shore, find them­
,elves in a. very precarious position, for it must not be forgotten that seal fishing and 
duck shnotmg are no longer what they were fifty years ago. White men and civilization 
have caused the partial disappearanoe of these creatures, particularly within the last 
few years, when our fishermen from Gaspe and Bonaventure have found out that cod 
aboullds on the North Shore of the River St. Lawrence, and have resorted thither in 
crowds. Nothing frightens and drivel! away seals like the noise and the constant coming and 
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going of fishing boats; so that the take of these animals, an object of great importance 
to the Indians, is now rarely good. 

Another thing against them is that there are seal fishing stations on tbe coast of Labra­
dor, which did not exist formerly, wbere a certain number of these animals are taken, some 
of whom would otherwise, perhaps, havc fallen a prey to the guns of tbe Indians. 

Owing to these different causes the poor :llontagnais has only the produce of his wiu­
ters' hunting t.1I support his family with, and often, unfortunately, it is insufficient;-and what 
happ~ns then? It happens that not being able to repay the considerable advances made 
to him by the Hudson Bay Uompuny, he finds himself reduced to living upon the few 
ducks or seals he may happen to meet with. It is then that the idea of spearing fish 
takes possession of him, and he may sometimes yield to the temptation. This summer five 
or six Montagnais families went to Anticosti to catch seals; they only succeeded in taking 
a few of these animals. Thinking to do better they returned to the North Shore, and ar­
rived at Mingan almost dying of hunger. It was on this occasion that a contravention of 
the Fisheries Act was committed ;- a salmon was speared. 

In my humble opinion the only way to prQvent the Indians from spearing fish would 
re this :-As it is shown by the reports of the Local Fishery Overseers of the North Shore, 
that the Indians would never use the spear if they had provisions enough, and that it is only 
w~en they have not that they have recourse to that weapon, I really think tbat if, in or­
der to remunerate them in some degree for their losses, the Government would be pleased 
to grant to the In:lians on the N,)rth Shore a larger sum of money annually, and to those 
on the Bay of Uhaleurs agricultural implements and seed grain, t.hose people would 'come 
to understand that the Government is friendly to them, and only forbids them the use 
of the spear for the Furpose of allowing salmon to increa~e, and wO'~ld no longer indnlge in 
the use of that weapon; and in a few years, particularly on the North Shore, the in­
crease of that fish in our rivers would repay the expense incurred for the attainment of 
the desired object. 

While on the subject of spearing, I may mention that on my last voyage to the Risti­
gouche this autumn, it was reported to me that a number of salmon had been speared dur­
ing the season in the upper waters of that river on the New Brunswick side. I cannot 
say that was really the case, but it is to be hoped that it was not; for on the Lower Ca­
nada side the authorities appointed by the Government have for some years past shown so 
much ability and activity iu the discharge of their duties, that it would be a pity to 
have to admit that their efforts have bt-en unavailing, owing to the Fishery Laws not 
having been enforced as strictly in New Brunswick as in Lower Canada. 

OF THE CURING OF FISH. 

I have much to say on this subject; for the good or bad sale of our fish necessarily de· 
pends always on the manner in whICh it has been cured. Until now, our dried cod from 
Gaspe has always brought the best price, both for the Brazilian and Mediterranean mar­
kets, because it has not been found possible to dry it so perfectly elsewhere as there.­
Moreover, our merchants of the coast of Gasp6 do not send to those countries any cod 
that has not passed through the hands of a culler, whose duty it is to see that no cod of 
inferior quality gets mixed with the merchantable; and it follows, that their fish have al­
ways maintained the first rank in each of those markets. 

Unfortunately, we do not take the same care, or observe the same precautions, with 
respect to salt fish,-salmon, herring, Ihackerel, green cod, &c., &c. It is true, that such 
of these fish as are sent from the Bay of Chaleurs to the United States and to Barbadoes 
are subjected to inspection, and those are good; but how many are sent to Halifax, to Que­
bec and to Montreal that are not good, and are so badly cured as to be sold with difficulty, 
and with small profit to the vendor. It has happened more than once, that the purchaser 
of a barrel of codfish has found himself cheated by the barrel being half full of plaice or 
other fish. And the large salt cod, which after having been piled in the hold of a schooner, 
is stacked on a wharf after its arrival in town, and exposed to the dust b.own about by 
strong autumn winds while waiting to be sold, cannot, it seems to me, appear to purchasers 
to be of much value. 

These are the reasons, I think, for the trifling estimation in which salt fish is generally 
held in our Canadian markets, and for the low price it brings thrc. And I venture to 
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believe, that if the salt fish destined for our markets were inspected before leaving d.e 
Bay of Chaleurs or the coast of Gaspe, or even after. dealers in fish froUl Montreal and 
Upper Canada, observing the improvement produced by such inspection, and being sure 
of always getting an article of guod quality to buy, would return to our fish markets, and 
give a higher price to our fishermen for their goods, and make business brisk there once 
more. There is no doubt that for the reasons which I have enumerated, our markets for 
salt fish has a very bad name, and it is to be hoped that a change may be effected, and that 
as soon as possible. 

In order to understand this well, notice must be taken of the difference between our 
salt fish and tho~e of the United States; their mackerel for instance, which when salted 
is aA white as snow, and their autumn codfish put up in pretty, neat boxes, containing from 
fifty·oix to one hundred and twelve pounds, about the quantity required by a tamily. This 
cod has been exposed to but one day's sun, or perhaps two, and is, therefore, not too hard, 
and just what is wanted for the table. It is with this fish that they supply the Upper 
Canada markets. Why have we not been beforehand with them there? Who prevented 
us? Is not the cod we take in the waters of the Gulf of as good a quality as that taken all 
tbe coast of the United States? It is not that; no, but the reason I think is this, that un­
fortunately we do not like innovations ill these matters, and in the curing of fish we con­
tinue always to follow the same process; that followed in drying codfish is very good for 
the markets of hot countries, but as it does not answer so well for our own markets, why 
should we not adopt this new method of curing? For a great proportion of the autumn 
codfish which is sold at low prices in Quebec and Montreal markets, would have brought 
good prices if prepared in the manner I have mentioned. Even salmun is not salted or 
packed with sufficient care. I know there arc exceptions to this, and that we often see 
well-cured salmon in our markets, but unfortunately the contrary case is of frequent oc­
currence. 

Besides the fish I have just mentioned, there is another which has made its appear­
ance of late years in our markets, and which is considered as affording one of our choicest 
articles of food, I mean the Finnan Haddie or smoked haddock, which comes to us from 
the United States, and which certainly could also be prepared by our fishermen, for it is 
well known that this fish comes on our coasts every year with the codfish. It cannot cost 
much to cure it, and it seems to me that we might find a profit in doing so, as well as our 
neighbours. 

ARTIFICIAL OYSTER BEDS. 

It has been a question for 8)me years, whether artificial oyster beds could not be 
formed in the River St. Lawrence and in the Bay of Chaleurs. In order to decide this 
question, the Government has caused oysters to be brought from Caraquette and planted 
in different places-at the Magdalen Islan98, in Gaspe Basin, at New Richmond, and, last 
year, at Bic. 

For some reason or other, although the oysters were planted with all possible care, 
and according to the latest and most generally adopted Europeun method, those plantations 
have, unfortunately, not succeeded. 

There is something strange about the fate of some of these oysters. In 1859, Com­
mander Fortin planted a certain number of barrels of oysters, from Carraquette, in Gaspe 
Basin; in 1:->62, the bed was examined, and oysters were found, full of life, and having 
all the well·known qualities of Caraqucttc oysters. It was generally thought, therefore, 
that the experiment had been successful. This year, however, the bed was again ex­
amined by the aid of a rake, made expressly for the purpose, and oyster-shells filled with 
mud and covered with black mussels (mytilu8 ::edulis) were brought up, but not a single 
live oyster was found. The branches which had been laid over the oysters, in 1859, were 
brought to the ~urface also covered with these black mussels, but without any oysters 
attached to them. 

But, then, how does it happen that, in 1862, three years after those oysters were 
plantcd, several were dredged up near Mr. J~e Boutillier's property, and on being tasted 
by connoisscurs were declared to be "xcellent. and that none are now living? Is it that 
the waters and the bed of Gaape Basin do not agree with them? But, in that case, llOW 
is it that they lived for three years there, and then died all of a sudden? 
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Some people think that the failure of tbat plantation is due to the fact of the water in 
Gaspc Basin not being as .sa~t as that in which those oysters lived at Caraquette; others, 
on the con.trarJ:' say that It IS too salt; and some think that the bottom on which they 
were deposIted IS not hard enough, and has too much mud. The fact is that, at th':l Cara­
quettc oyster-beds, I never remarked on the fishermen's rakes so much mud as the rake 
brought up in Gaspe B.asin every time I used it, and tbis mud was black and stinking, and 
seemed, to me, to be dIfferent from that at Caraquette; but, after all, it may well be that 
the death of the oysters at Gaspe is due to other causes 

As for those planted at the Magdalen Islands, in Basque Harbor, I can not tel! 
whether they have succeeded in living trere or not, for, every time we have been there, 
the wind, which blows almost continually at those islands, ha!! alwavs prevented us from 
dredging in that spot; and even this summer we could only throw ~ur dredge once, and 
then we Were obliged to come on board again immediatelv. 

Owing to wind and weather, also, the bank at New Richmond has not been examined. 
Last year, fifty barrels of Caraquette oysters were planted in the harbor at Old Bic. 

In the spring of 1867, branches were placed over this bp-d; but when a search was made, 
in the course of the summer, no oysters were found. I have eince learned (this autumn) 
that, some time after they had been deposited. in that place, a north-easterly storm came 
on, caueing a heavy swell in the harbor, by which the oysters were lifted from the bottom, 
so that most of them were found on the shore at Apple Island, broken to pieces on the 
rocky bottom of the harbor there. 

The fact is that Bic is not at all a good place to plant oysters; in the first place, the 
bottom, which is composed of a little mud and a great uumber of pebbles, certainly can 
not be suitable for them, for no stones are to be seen on the beds at Caraquette; and, in 
the next place, even supposing that the bottom was good, and that oystere could live there, 
would there be room enough in that harbor for more than one or two schooners to load 
at a time? I do not think so. The bay at Cap CL l' Orignal is of similar formation, and 
presents the same disadvantages. 

This autumn, in those two bays, after having sounded with all possible care and atten­
tion, I could only find two places, of a few hundred yards in superficies, where the bottom 
seemed more suitable than elsewhere, being composed of mud and sand, and in those places 
I deposited fifty barrels of oysters-twenty-fivc barrels in each bay. They are in from 
one and a half to two fathoms of water, at low tide. Will they succeed in keeping alive 
there? I doubt it, very much. 

For an oyster-bed to have any commmercial value, it must be in such a place that 
fishermen can w(.rk at it every day; and that schooners coming to load may lie in safety, 
and take the oysters on board in all weathers. Gaspe Basin unites all these advantages; 
but, I think, Old Bic Harbor is too much exposed to the swell caused by the north·east 
wind to admit of fishing for oysters there at all times. 

Seven Islands Bay, it seems to mc, would be onc of the best and safest, and most 
favorable places for the prosecution of this branch of trade, if wc could only succeed in 
getting oysters to live there. Hundreds of schooners could load there, and seldom, I think, 
would the fishermen be stopped in their work by the wind. 

I was told this very summer, that oysters were found some years ago on one of the 
many shoals in Seven Islands Bay, on which some could probably be planted. The 
experiment has not yet been made; but if we could succeed in establishing oyster beds 
there, the extent of that bay and its sheltered situation wuuld make it a place of great im­
portance to us. 

GA~IE LAW. 

This law has beeu obeyed this year all along our coasts, with the exception of the 
clause respecting the gathering of wild birds' eggs on the Islands off the coast of Labrador. 

After the confiscation of the Ocean Bride and her cargo, and the imprisonment of 
the crew, in 1865, it was hoped that this unlawful traffic would cease; and indeed in 1866 
no schooner fitted out for that purpose visited our coasts. Bnt this year they returned to 
the charge, to the number of four, it is said, in the beginning of June, and dispersed to 
different parts of the coast, and set to work at once to collect the eggs of the different 
wild fowl, which they despatched towards the end of that month and in the beginning 
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of July to Halifax. These eggs, it is well known sell for from 25 cents to 30 cents a dozeD; 
and as it Joes not take much time to gather them, and a schooner can make the whole voy­
al;e in the short space of one month, there is a considerable return of profit for a very 
trifling expense in the way of outfit; and this is what induces those people to return to 
our coasts on this errand, although they know the law is against them, and that they ex­
pose themselves to the risk of losing both vessel and cargo. 

To put a stop to this it would be necessary that the Government vessel should remain 
off the coast of .Labrador, crusing between Coacooachoo and Sheep Bay, from the 10th 
June till the beginning of July. 

But the difficulty is that during that time the presence of the armetl. vessel is requir­
ed at the l\1agdalen Islands, where there are at that time a number of schooners come to 
fish for mackerel, and off the coast of Gaspe, where fishing licenses have to be distributed, 
and where, during salmon fiBhing, fishermen are apt to commit infractions of the Fisheries 
Act. 

Until now the crews of these schooners, which for the most part came from Nova Sco­
tia, once out of the reach of the Canadian authorities had nothing to fear, and could sell 
their cargoes without any danger; and it will only be when the game laws are the same in 
all the Provinces, and this traffic will be no more permitted at Halifax than it is here, that 
these expeditions to our coasts wiII cease, and that our wild fowl, left to themselves, will once 
more be able to increase in number, so that our islands will be stocked with them as they 
were formerly; for the inhabitants of those coasts testify that these fowl are fewer in num­
ber now thau they were a few years ago, and this decrease can only be attributed to the 
carrying away of their eggs every year by these fowlers. 

The whole, nevertheless, humbly submitted. 

THl':OPHILE TETu. 
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REMARKS 
OC>! THE 

FISHERIES AND THE I R PRODUCE T HIS SEASON. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

MAGDALEN ISLANDS. 

SEAL-HUNTING 0" THE IOE FROM SOHOONERS. 

On the 21st of March, 18 schooners, 12 of which belonged to House Harbor and six 
to Amherst Harbor, manned by 180 sailors, left the Islands to hunt for seals on the ice in 
the Gulf. There were, therefore, 4 Schooners less than in 1866, but for all that they 
brought back more seals, for the Report shows that only 2,134 were takcn in 1866, and 
this year the crews of those 18 Schooners killed 3,210, so that there is an increase of 77U 
over 1866,-but there is a decrease as compared with 1865. In short, the results of this 
hunt can only be considered as middling-. 

It was not because seals were scarce on the ice in the Gulf that this hunt was not 
more remunerative; but it was the prevalence of unfavorable winds and the difficulty of 
forcing a pas~age through the ice and getting to the herds of seals that prevented our fisher­
men from killing a greater number of them. 

SEAL HUNTJNG ON THE ICE AROUND THE MAGDALEN ISLANDS. 

If the crews of the schooners did not succeed very well among the fields of ice in the 
Gulf, the inhabitants of the Islands, particularly those residing near South-west Cape, Am­
herst Island, had a rich harvest to gather, for fields of ice covered with herds of young seals 
grounded near the Islands, and they killed 7,200 with sticks in a few days. This was a 
great God-send for them, for want was beginning to be felt, and the traders, feariug a bad 
season, were not willing to advance much to the fishermen, so that nothing short of st'ch 
a good stroke of fortune was required to restore the credit of the inhabitants of the Mag­
dalen Islands. 

These 7,200 seals, added to the 3,210 killed from the schooners, give a total of 10,410 
of these amphibious animals taken this year in the first division. So good a hunt had not 
been made for a long time, as will he seen by the following table :-

In 1861. •..•.......•..••••••.•....................••..•••.•....... 2,750 seals taken. 
" 1862 ........................................................... 9,194 cc " 
" 1863 ......................................... ~ .................... 3,959 " " 
" 1864 ..................................... .................... ~. 1,622 'c " 
" 1865...... ................... . ............................... 4,396 " " 
" 1866 ........................................................... 2,434 " " " 1867 ....................................... "f'" ............ 0 •• 10,410 " ., 

As this fishery varies in this way every year, it is easy to understand. that its produce 
is always uncertain, and that everything depends upon the current~ and wmds that prevail 
during the hunting season, and their causing, or not causing, ice fields to ground near 
these Islands. 
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SPRING HERRING FISHING. 

Never have herrings been seen in greater numbers not the !lIagdalen Islands th~n this 
Spring. Not only Pleasant Bay but even Amherst Harbor was full of them, and If our 
fishermen had been able to find a market where this fish could have been sold at any profit 
whatever, numbers of barrels of herrings would have been sent to it. But a 11igh duty on 
this fish has closed the ports of the United States against its exportation to that country, 
so tbat our fiahermen in these Islands are unable to profit by this bountiful snpply wllich 
Providence sends them every spring. 

Thirty.eight foreign schooners, 19 of which were from the United States, 16 from 
Prince Edward Island, 2 from Nova Scotia, and 1 from New Brunswick, manned by 11-1-
sailors, came to fish for herrings at the Islands, and carried away, in a few days, 11,S~O 
barrels, which, added to the quantity taken and salted by our fishermen for exportation to 
Quebec, Montreal and Halifax, and for home consumption (3,810 barrels), gives a total of 
15,630 barrels of herrings taken this spring at the l\Iagdalen Islands. 

QUANTITY OF HERRINGS TAKEN. 

In 1866, by the inhabitants ..........••....••.••.........•......... 3,316 barrels. 
c, by strangers ............................................. ... 7,577 " 

Total. ............................................. 10,893 " 
In 1867, by the inhabitants ........................................ 3,810 barrels. 

" by strangers ............................................ ; ... 1l,820 " 

TotaL ............................................ 15,630 " 
SPRING ~IACKEREL FISHING. 

Mackerel, as well as herring, came in abundance to Pleasant B3Y this spring. On 
the 5th of June some were taken for the first time in nets, but it was not until the 12th 
that the maximum was reached. 

Fonrteen Schooners, ruo,t of them from Nova Scotia and New Bl'un,l,-iek, came there 
to fish for them, and had ample success. 

QUA~TITY OF MACKEREL TAKEN. 

In 1865, by the inhabitants ........................................... [,00 barrels. 
" by strangers ................ , .................................. ,155 

'fotaL...... ..................................... !F.5 

In 1866, by the inhabitants ........................................ 1,050 barrels. 
" by stwngers ............... ,............................... ~74 " 

Tota!.. ........................................... 1,324 

1n 1867, by the inhabitants. .... ...... .......... ........ ......... 631 barrels. 
" by strangers .............. o ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~,340 " 

Total .................................................... 2,97.1 " 

EU~D[ER COD FISHING. 

During the last two years, our fishermen, particularly those from Alrio'ht Islanu anu 
Grosse Isle~ have applieu themselves. with more ardor than ever to tishi~g for snmmer 
mackerel With the hne, as the Americans do, and have 9ueceeued very well and as this 
tiB? alw~Js commands a tolerably high pricc in ~he Halifax market, they we;e enabled by 
thiS fishlDg to compensate themselves for the failure they hau met with in the cod fishing. 



')'l . .,)., 

According to information, collected with care on the spot, this year's fishioo· has been 
onc.third better than that of 1866, although that was very good. b 

This is a proo~ that our mackerel fishers are making progress; for, as I have already 
observed, the Amen cans had not as much success as usual in this fishing this year, because 
the mackerel would not come to the surface. But for all that our fishermen made a better 
year than usual, and took almost double the quantity taken in 1866, and more than treble 
that taken in 1865. 

QUANTITY OF su~nlER MACKEREL TAKEN. 

In 1865...... ............ .............................. . .................. 952 barreb 

:: ~~~~ ::::.::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: H~~ :: 
AUTUMN COD FISHING. 

I have very little to say about this fishing. The bad weather and the continual 
storms which prevailed more than ever this autuIlln at the Magdalen Islands prevented our 
fishermen, for all their zeal and well·known courage, from applying themselves to tbat 
branch of industry as much as they would have wished. The fact is that, during three 
weeks, no fishin~ boat was able to go out; and, on one occasion iu particular, several fish· 
ermen were nearly lost; and, if it had not been for SOille American schooners-fishing for 
mackerel in that quarter-picking up some boats, carried away by a storm, several fisher· 
men would probably have lost their lives. Bad weather, therefore, and not scarcity of cod­
fish, was the cause of the want of success in this fishing. 

AUTUMN CODFISH TAKEN. 

In 1866 .................................................................... 1,790 cwt. 
" 1867 ........................................... ,. ........ ....... . . . . 5~9" 

HADDOCK FISHING. 

This fish is taken chiefly at l'Etang du Nord and Amhergt Island. It is much infe· 
rior in value to cod, but yet it always sells, at a good profit, in the Brazilian market. This 
fishing was better this year, in proportion, than cod fishing. 

QUANTITY OF HADDOCK TAKEN. 

In 1865 ........................................ · .. · ........ ·· ...... · .. • .. · 
" 1866 .................................................................. .. 
" 1867 .................... · ....... · ......... • .... ··• ........ • .. · ........ •· 

CODS' SOUNDS AND TONGUES. 

Twenty.seven barrels. 

FLOUNDER FISHING. 

435 cwt. 
370 " 
540 " 

Sixty.one barrels of flounders were taken this year at the Magdalen Islands. 

EEL FISHING. 

Forty-five barrels. 

STICKLE-BAClc FISHING. 

One hundred and fifty barrels were taken for use as manure. 

5 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Seal Hunting. 

Seal8 killed by crews of schooners............... 3,210, @ $5.50. $ 17,655 00 
Sea' ~,illed on the ice near the islands......... 7,200, @ $4.00. $ 28,800 00 

He"ring Fishing. 

3,810 barrels, @ $2.50 per barrel ................................... . 9,525 00 

Spring .lIfackerel Fishing. 

634 barrels, @ $6.00 per barrel.. ................................... .. 3,804 00 

Summer Cod Fishing. 

7,389 cwt., @ 18s. the cwt.. ........................................ 26,600 40 

Summer Mackerel Fishing. 

'3,157 barrels, @ $10 par barrel.... ...... ..................... ...... 31,570 00 

Alltumn Ood Jt"ishing. 

529 cwt., @ 18s. the cwt ........................................... .. 1,904 40 

Haddock Fishing. 

540 cwt, @ 139. the cwt .......................................... .. 1,404 00 

Cods' Tongues and Sounds. 

27 barrels, @ $8 the barrel ........................................ .. 216 00 

F101t?lder Fishl·ng. 

61 barrels, @ $5 per barrel.. ....................................... .. 305 00 

Eel Fishing. 

45 barrels, ('!i $8 per barrel ....................................... . 360 00 

Stickle·Back Fishing. 

150 barrels, @ Is. 3d. per barreL ................................. . 37 50 

Cod-Liver Oil. 

6,637 gallons, ~ 70 cts. per gallon ............................... .. 4,645 90 

Total.............................. $120,826 40 
• 

I Total value of the products of the Fisheries in this Division. 

In 1867 ..................... I ........................................... $126,826 40 
" 1866........................ .............................. ............ 105,067 00 
"1865.................................................................. 112,049 00 
" 1864......... ......................................................... 86,590 05 

It will be seen by this table that although the cod fishing at the Magdalen Islands, 
yielded less than in 1866, yet, including the summer mackerel fishing and the seal hunt­
ing, the total value of the .ilJerent fisheries in this division is greater this year than 
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the preceding years. It must also be observed that the cods' livers were much fatter, and 
consequently furnished much more oil than usual; 100 quintals yielded this year 80 gal­
lons instead of 60, which.is the usual quantity. 

To sum ltI', at the Magdalen Islands this year . 

• The summer cod fishing was one-third less than in ........................ 1866. 
The mackerel fishing was one-third better than in... ...................... " 
The seal hunting was two-thirds better than in ................... "....... " 

SECOND DIVISION. 

This Division includes the Counties of Bonaventure, Gaape (with the exception of 
the lHagdalen Islands), and a part of the County of Rimouski. 

HERRING FISHING. 

This fishing was better this year than in 1866, and if, as I have already remarked, 
our herring could be exported with profit to the United States, the gains from its sale 
this year would have been very great, for seldom has it been on our coasts in so great 
abundance. 

QUANTITY OF HERRING TAKEN. 

In the County of Bonaventure. 

In 1867 ................................................................... 16,280 barrels. 
"1866 .................................................................. 10,8~7 " 

In the Coun~1f of Gaspe. 

In 1867 ................................................................ 5,059 barrels. 
" 1866 ............. ..... ~ ............ ................................ 4,202 " 

In the County of Rimouslci. 

In 1867 ............................................................... 3,180 barrels. 
" 1866............. . • . .... . . . . ......... . . . . . . . . .............. 4,180 " 

Total quantity in 1867 ................................... 24,519 " 
" 1866 ............................................. 19,216 " 

There is a slight decrease in the County of Rimouski; but that is more than cover~d 
by the ~onsiderable increase in the other two counties. Besides that, I may mention that 
instead o. (he 2,SOO boxes of herring cured by smoking in the County of Bonaventure in 
1866, we nave 7,,070 boxes this year. 

SUM~rER COD FISHING. 

It will be seen by the followin6 table that although this fishing was not very good 
this year, still it yielded more than it did in 1866. 

County of Bonaventure. 

In 1867 .................................................................. 5,324 r-::-t. 
" 1866 ................................................................... 4,713 ,. 

County of Gaspe. 

In 1867 .................................................................... 75,1138 cwt. 
" 186& ... , .. , .. " ........ ,', ........... " ................................. 61,762 " 
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County of Rimouski. 

In 1867 .................................................................. 2,521 cwt. 
" 1866 ........................•........................•.•.......• 3,608 " 

Total in 1867 .......•.........•...........................•. 83,013 " 
" 18G6 .•..............•................•...•.............•. 70,083 " 

This gives a balance of 12,930 cwt. of cod in favor of this year, which is a good deal; 
and that too notwithstanding the decrease in the County of Rimouski, which is due in 
part to thc scarcity of co<:J along the shores of that county this summer, and in part to the 
smaller number of' fishermen employed this year in that part of the second division. 

AUTUMN COD FISIHNG. 

If it had not been that high winds prevented our fishermen from going to the banks 
this autumn, this fishing would have been very good; for every time that our fishing boats 
could get out they came back loaded with cod. 

County of Bonaventure. 

In 1867 .•..•................................ ............... ....... 4,880 cwt. of cod. 
" 1866........................................................... 4,616 " 

County of Gaspe. 

In 1867 ...................... , ................................... 26,359 cwt. of cod. 
" 1866 .......................................................... 21,591 " 

County of Rimouski. 

In 1867 ............. ............................................. 1,550 cwt. of cod. 
" 1866 ........................................................... 1,178 " 

HADDOCK FISHING. 

In 1867 ...................................................................... 2,090 cwt. 
" 1866 ..................................................................... 1,728 " 

BRILL FISHING. 

In 1867 .............................................................. . 
" 1866 .............................................................. . 

FLOUNDER FISHING. 

In " 
218 (( 

Our ji,hcrmcn took morc flounders than usual this YBar in this division. It was 
chiefly on the Routh Shoro of the Rt. Lawrence that this fish appeared in greater abundance 
than usual. 

In lsn7 .................................................................... 761 barrels. 
c, 1866 ........................•...... , ........................... 0 ••••••••• 487 " 

MACKEREL FISHING. 

'l'his fishing was better this year than in 1866. 

T n 1~1;7 ..................................................................... 363 barrels. 
" 1866 ..................................................................... 181 " 

TUNNY FISHING. 

In Vl67 ..................................................................... 10 barrels. 
c, l866 .... ""." ... c •• ,., •••• "': ••• ' ••• '.0 •.••••••••••••••• , •••. , •• , ••• ,]0 C( 
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WHALE FISHING. 

As I have already observed, this fishing was very good this year. 

NUMBER OE GALLONS OF WHALE OIL. 

In 1867 ................................................................. 2.">,890 gallons. 
" 1866 ................................................................ 12,330 " 

SARDINE FISHING. 

For some reason that I am not aware of the sardiue fishing in the County of Rimouski 
did not yield as much this year as in 1866. The fact is that the number of this fish as 
well as of caplin and smelts, resorting to our coast varies every year. ' 

In 1867 ................................................................ 1,525 barrels. 
" 1866 ................................................................... 2,552 " 

EEL FISHING. 

In 1867.......... . ........ ...... ......... .................. ...... ........ 130 barrels. 
" 1866.......................................... .... ............ . . 98 " 

SALMON FISHING. 

It is pleasing to observe the great incre"~e of salmon in this division; and this increase 
is very marked since 1865, as may be seen by the following comparative statement :-

1865. 1866. 186'1. 

County of Bonaventure ................ 2!)~1 barrels .• 1241 barrels. 536 barrels. 
" Gaspe ................. , ...... 2171" 27St " 414!-" 
" Rimouski................... IGi" 14t" 37~" 

533t <I 717t " 988 " 
Increase in 1867 ...... .................. ................ ........ ........ 270i barrels. 

This fishing has, therefore, been better by one·third than in 1866. It seems to me 
that this is a very good result of the efforts of the Government, and proves that they have 
not been in vain. Besides this, I may mention that our rivers were visited by a greater 
number of salmon than usual at the spawning season. 

And by adding a fifth for the salmon that would have been taken between Saturdays 
and Mondays if the nets had not been raised during those intervals, as required by law, 
and 40 barrels more that would also have been taken if instead of 250 yards between the 
nets there had been only 200 as formerly, thc following result of this fishing in this 
division this year will be shewn to have been possible :-

Quantity taken this year..................................... ......... 988 barrels. 
Add one ... fifth ........................................... '" ................ 197 " 
Lost by greater distance between the nets........................ 40 " 

Total. ............................. l,225 barrels. 
This shows clearly that our rivers improve from year to year. I have pleasure also 

in being able to say that our Fishery Overseers and Fishermen have worked together for 
Some years past, and done all in their power to secure the observance of the Fisheries Act. 

TROUT .FISHING. 

This fishing, along the coast and in the rivers, yielded 64; barrels this year. 

SMOKED HERRING (IN BOXES). 

An increase in the quantity of smoked herring is also observable:-
In 1867 ............................................................... 7,070 boxes. 
f' 1866., ..... "............................ .: ......................... ~ 2,800 a 
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CODS' SOUNDS AND TONGUES. 

In 1867 ................................................................. 359! barrels. 
" 1866 ................................................................... 200} " 

FISH USED AS MANURE. 

Caplin. 
We never knew more caplin to visit the coasts of the Bay ofChaleurs, than this year, 

and our fishermen took a great number. At Paspebiac, I saw 1,000 barrels of this fish 
that had been taken in one night. 

According to my notes and those of the Fishery Overseers, 10,080 barrels were taken 
this year. In 1866, wc counted only 8,802 barrels. 

Herring. 

Four thousand onc hundred and twenty barrels were used as manure. This is more 
th3n in 1866, and is owing to the large quantity of herring that came to our eoa~ts this 
spring. 

Plaice. 

At Carleton and at l"Iaria, only 400 barrels were taken. 

Smelt. 

Three thoU6and five hundred barrels were canght, besides the qnantity taken by our 
fishermen for bait. 

Cods' Heads. 

[ could not ascertain the number of cods' heads used as manure in the County of 
Bonaventure; 698 barrels were employed for that purpose. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Herrin!] Ft·shil1fJ. 

County of Bonaventure, 16,280 barrels, @ $3 .............. . 
GRSpe, 5,059 do do............... 
Rimouski, 3,180 do do ............... . 

Total, ~4 ,519 barrels. 

Summer Cvd Fishing. 

County of Bonaventure, 5,324 cwt., (,-", $3.60 ..... ., .... . 
Gasp(l, 75,168 dodo ............... . 
RimouBki, 2,521 do do .............. . 

Total, 83,013 cwt. 

Autumn Cod Fishing. 

County of Booaveoturc, t,880 cwt., (~I~ $3.60 ............... . 
Gasp6, 2(;,C;[,9 do dn ....•........... 
Rimouski, 1,;:;50 do d,) 

'I.'otal, :32,789 cwt. 

Haddock Fish'l1:7. 
2,090 cwt., (c~ $2.60 the cwt ...................................... . 

B1'I'Il Fishill!J. 

~6l cwt., .(iij $2.60 the cwt ....................................... .. 

$48,840 00 
15,177 00 

9,540 00 

19,166 40 
270,604 SO 

9,075 60 

17,568 00 
!l4,8!l240 

;),580 00 

5,434 CO 

41S 60 
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Floundel' Fishing. 

761 barrels, @$5 ............................ : ...................... . 3,805 00 

llfac!':erel Fishing. 

363 barrels, @ $10 per barrel .................................... . 3,630 00 

Tunny Fishing. 

10 barrels, @ $5 per barrel ....................................... . 5000 

. Whale :fiishing. 

25,890 gallons, @ 80 ets ........................................ .. 20,712 00 

Sardine Fishing. 

1,525 barrels, @ $5 per barrel .................................. .. 7,625 00 

Eel Fishing. 

130 barrels @ $10 per barrel .................................... . 1,300 00 

Salmon Pishing. 

988 barrels, @ $12 per barrel .................................... . 11,856 00 

Trout Fishing. 

64! barrels, @ $10 .................................................. . 647 50 

Smoked Herring. 

7,070 boxes, @ 25 ets ............................................. . 1,767 50 

Cods' Tongues and. Sounds. 

3591: barrels, @ $7 ................................................ ; 2,518 25 . 

Caplin uled as jUanure. 

10,080 barrels, @ 25 eta. per barrel. .......................... .. 2,52000 

Herring used as Manure. 

4,120 barrels, @ 25 ets. the barrel ............................ .. 1,030 00 

Plaice used as Manure. 

400 barrels, @ 25 ets. per barrel. ............................... .. 100 00 

Smelts used as .llfanure. 

3,500 barrels, @ 25 ets. per barrel .............................. . 875 00 

Cods' Rea(ls 'Used as lIfanure. 

693 barrels, @ 25 cts. per barrel ................................ . 173 25. 

Cod Liver Oil. 

73,529 gallons, @ 70 eta ......................................... . 51,47080 
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Porpoise Oil; 
240 gallons, @ $1 •................. : ......................•.••..... 240 00 

Porpoise Oit. 
790 gallons, @ 60 cts ............................................ .. 474 00 

Total.................. ............................... $607,090 60 

Total value of the prOd1!cts 0/ the fisheries ,in this division. 

In 1867..... ................................... ..... .... ........... .... $607,090 60 
" 1866.......................... ......... .............. ............ 549,836 70 

It must not be forgotten that the price of codfish, salmon and oil, was much lower 
than in 1866. This accounts for the difference in value of products in this division between 
the two years not appearing to be so great as might have been expected. 

THIRD DIVISION. 

This division includes the North Shores of the Saint Lawrence and of the Gulf, from 
BeriJimis to Blanc Sablon, and the Island of Anticosti. 

SPRING SEAL HUNTING. 

Only 529 seals were taken this spring. This is owing to the ice having prevented 
our fishermen from setting their nets at the proper time. The take was less than that 
of 1866. 

Seals taken in 1867 .............................................................. 529 
" {( 1866 ................................ 0 •••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •• _0 •• 0 '0, ,0. 865 

SEAL HUNTING ON THE ICE FROM SCHOONERS. 

This year's hunt was not a good one, although it was better than those of preceding 
years, as the following figures will show. Nineteen schooners were engaged in it this 
spri'iJg ; they belcnged to the under-mentioned places ;_ 

EsquimaUlc Poi.:t ................................................ . 

:~:~1~.~~::::::::::::::::::::.·.·.·.·.::·.:·.:·.:·.::·.:':::::::::::::::::::::: 
13 schooners. 
3 " 
3 " 

Total ....................................... .. 19 schooners. 

NUMBERS OF SEALS KILLED. 

In 1867 ....................................................................... .. 
" 1866 ........................................................................ . 
" 1865 ....................................................................... . 
" 1864 ..................................................................... . 

6,073 
2,782 
4,077 
5,154 

. By n.dding to the number of seals killed in this way this year, that of those taken by 
the mhabltants of the Coast of Labrador during the summer and killed by Indians and 
white men, which amounts to 1,963, divided as follows :_ ' 

Seals taken in nets during the summer ................................. . 
" killed by Indians .................................................. .. 
" "by white mon ............................................ . 
" "at Anticosti ................................................ .. 

363 
1,000 

300 
300 

\v' Total....... • ........... .......................... 1,963 seals. 
e obtalD a grand total of ....................................... ,.. ...... 8,036 seals. 
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SUMMER COD FISllING. 

This fishing, though more productive this year than in 1866 was not to say "'ood' 
d . I ' b , co al'peanng on Y at some places, as Blanc Sablon, J\Iagpie Point, and Thunder River. 

At other places our fishermen could hardly takc any. 

QUANTITY OF SUMMER CODFISH TAKEN. 

In 1867 ..........•.....••.....•...•................................. 
In 1866 ............................................................... . 

27,489 cwt. 
22,439 " 

MACKEREL FISHING. 

No mackerel was taken in this Division this year. 

AUTUMN COD FISHING. 

I am sorry to say that this fishiug was almost a nullity, seeing that only 1,512 cwt. 
were taken. Bad weather and scarcity of fish were the causes of this failure. 

FLOUNDER FISHING. 

Three hundred and eighty-six barrels were taken. 

AUTUMN HERRING FISHING. 

This fish scarcely showed itself' on our coasts, and our fishermen were obliged to go 
to Newfoundland, and to those parts of the coast of I,abrador which belong to that Province. 

Autumn herring ...................................................... .. 
" "taken away by schooners from Quebec and the 

parishes ....................................................... . 

4,344 barrels. 

1,000 " 
Total.................. .......................... 5,344 " 

AUTUlIN SEAL FISHING (1866). 

One thousand four hundred and twenty.six seals were taken in the autumn of 1866 ; 
hat was only middling success. Cold and bad weather were the cause of this. 

SALMON FISHING. 

1 need not repeat here that this fishing, like that in the District of Gaspe, was better 
here this year than in 1866, although in that year it was very good. The rapid increase 
of this fish is remarkable, and all those who have visited the numerous spawning.beds iu 
the rivers of this division report that salmon have resorted thither this year in greater 
numbers than usual. 

At the River Moisie 108 barrels more than in 1866 were taken, and the samC propor­
tion obtained at all the salmon fishing stations in this Division. 

According to the most reliable accounts, 1, 732 ~ barrels of this fish were taken this 
year in this division. In 1866 but 1,240l barrels were taken. There is, therefore, au 
increase of 492 barrels; and it must not be forgotten that the fishing was good last year. 

To this number of 1,732l· barrels must be added the salmon that woulu have been 
taken in the following rivers if they had not been closed. I add a third to the yielu in 
1866:-

Mistasaini River ...................... · .. · ........ • .. • .. • .. · ...... • .... .. 
Becscic " ..................................................... .. 
Godbout " ................... ~ ................................... . 
G~d~out ~ay ........................................................... .. 
TrInIty Rlver ....... I· ••• , •••••• ,~ •• , •••• , ••• , •••• "' •• t.······ ••.......... 
6 

5 barrels. 
5 " 

70 " 
30 " 
40 " 
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Ste. Marguerite River ............................................... . 
Mingan " ..................•.............................. 
Romaine " ••.••............................. 4 ••••••••••• 

Cbrneille " •...••.....•....•..........•••..•.......••....•.• 
Great Watsheeshoo" ...•..•..••..••.••..•.••.•...•••............... 
Natashquan " ................................................ . 

40 barrels. 
70 " 
43 " 
6 " 

32 " 
150 " 

Total.. .................................................. 491 barrels. 

This would give 2,223~ barrels, and by adding to this number, as we did with respect 
to the Second Division, one-fifth for the salmon lost between Saturdays and Mondays, and ... 
30 barrelR for the increased distance between the nets, we shall obtain a gross total of 
2,109!t barrels as the quantity which our salmon fisheries in the County of Saguenay would 
have yielded us this year, if we had worked them as we did four years ago. 

:By adding together the quantities of salmon taken in the Second and Third Divisions. 
we have for this year 2,720i barrels of salmon, being an increase of 768i barrel~ over 
last year, and that without the River Natashquan having been fished. 

Trout ........... , ............................................... 48 barrels. 
Cod oil. _ ...................... : ...................................... 22,920 gallons. 
Whale oil. ........................ .................................. 389 " 
OiL............... .................. ................ ................ 10" 

RECAPITULATION. 

Spring Seal Hunting. 
529 seals @ $6.50 .................................................. .. $3,438 50 

Seal Hunting from Schooners. 
6,073 seals, @ $5.50 .................................................... 33,401 1:10 

Seals taken ill nets th1's summe1·. 

363 seals, @ 34.00 ............................... _................. ..... 1,452 00 

Seals shot by India.ns. 
1,000 seals, @ $4.00 .................. ......... ......................... 4,000 00 

Seals shot by JVkite Men. 
8(\0 seals, @ $4.00 ...... ........ ........... .... ........................... 1,200 00 

Seals killed at A nticosti. 

300 seals, @ $4.00 ...... ............... .......... ....................... 1,200 00 

Slimmer Cod Fishing. 

27,489 owt., @ $3.60 .................................................. .. 98,960 40 

Autumn Cod Fishing. 
1,512 cwt., @ $3.60 .................................................. .. 5,443 20 

Flounder Fishing 

386 barrels, @ $5.00................ ...... ................. ...... ........ 1,930 00 

Autumn Herring Fishing. 

4,344 barrels, @ $5 per barrel ........................................ 21,720 ,00 
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Herring taken away by Schooners from Quebev and the Parishes. 
1,000 barrels, @ $5.00............. .................. .••........ ....... 5,000 00 

Autumn Seal Fishing (1866). 
1,426 seals, @ $6.50................................. ................ 9,269 00 

Salmon Fishing. 

1,732~ barrels, @ $12 per barerl....................................... 20,793 00 

'l.'rout Fishing. 
48 barrels, @ $10 per barre!.............. ........................... 480 00 

nods' Tongues and Sounds. 
12! barrels, @ $7 per barreL................ ............... ........ 87 50 

Cod Oil. 
22,920 gallons, @ 70 ets .............................................. 16,04t 00 

llhale Oil. 

309 gallons, @ 80 cts ................................................ .. 247 20 

POIpoise Oil. 
10 gallons, @ 60 cts ................................................ .. 6 00 

TotaL ................... ~ ........ $224,672 30 

GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 

Total value of products .t·n Third Division. 

In 1867 .................................................................. $224,672 30 
In 1866...... .......................... .... .................. .......... 180,109 50 

Total vc.lue of products of Fisheries ·ilt the Gulf and the lower parI of the River 
St. LawI'ence in 1867. 

First division ........................................................... $126,826 40 
Second division. .................................... ................... 561,090 60 
Third division........... ............ ...•••.•••. ..................... .•• 224,672 30 

Total...... . .............................. $912,589 30 
In 1866........... ................... .............. ........ ....• ...... $835,013 20 

Difference in favor of 1867. ....................................... $77,576 10 

TntoPHILE TtTU. 
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STATEMEN'f of the Number of Schooners from the Magdalen Islands, and from 
the Nort.h Shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, employed in seal hunting on 
the ice in 1867 ; shewing the name of each Schooner, the name of the Captain, 
the tonnage, the number of sailors, and the number of seals killed. 

Schooners from Amherst Harbour in 1867. 

No •• "' ",""",01 'I ,,' I :'O~ I ~oil -..... ~ Names of Captains. .... .. Remarks. 

I 
~o 11 11~ I ~ I -----.-. -I-----~~~-I-: els. ----

" Cutter" ... : ............... J. Vi~neau1t ...... ,. ..... 27 10 75 412 50 Thoso schooners left 
Cl Flora." .................... Tb. Boudrcau .............. 34 10 75 I 412 50 Amberst Harbour for 
" Eugenie" ................. IG. Cormier................. 30. I 10 120 660 00 the ice on the 24th 
.. ~"l'"h" ................... Ill. Boudrcau ............... ~3110 120 66000 of)Iarch . 
.. l:q,eranco" .............. ID. Boudreau ............... .'i1 10 1.'i0 8~5 00 

--- -r-' -------
" ~larjc-LOlli,o" ........... E. Migneault...... •........ 30 10 ISO 825 00 \ 

Tolal ........ ...... 1~5 i 60 6~0 I $i!7~5 00 
I __ --'-_--'-1_---'. __ -'. __________ _ 

Schooners from House Harbour. 

-

'. Flirt" ........... L. Arsclleau ................. 46 III I 180 990 00 'l'hese s chooners left 
Harbour for 
at the same 

s those from 
at Harbour. 

" Dolphin" ....• 
" Mary Ann" o' 

H Nrueiite" ...... 
" Temperance" 
" .r enny Lind" 
•• Anr:.io" ....... . 

........... O. Richard ................ 
A. Arilcncau 
Ed. BOtu'que ...... 1 ..... .. ........... ,E. J. Arsonoau ........... 

............ ".,. m. rrerriau .............. 
• e Archa.ngel" .. 
iI. Two Brothers 

............ p. Turhido ................. , 

......... IM. Jonpho .................. " ......... !R. Dolaney ................. 
" C1recnQck" .. . ............ D. Terriau ................. 
;; ~Iary." ... ;; ... . 

Occslme u ........... . 

............ iN. Arsencau ............... 

.'i2 
;16 
~7 
;J6 
;~H 

1 4\ 
40 

I 
4~ 

3H 
40 

10 180 990 00 
10 I 80 440 00 
III 80 440 00 
10 I 4~0 2365 00 
III 4RIl 2365 00 
III 220 1210 00 
10 220 1210 00 
10 170 U35 00 
111 170 1135 00 
10 180 990 00 

Total............... 480 120 2520 1$13860 00 

Bouso 
the ice 
time a 
Amher 

I
M. ltiehard ................ ~I __ IO_\_~I~~I 

-----------------------~--~--~--------~----------

Schooners from Esquimaux Point. 

" v:nclco"·· ...... ·· ...... ·lp· DOYlO ..... ~ ..••. ~:~.~.~.I-:~;-I--1~-I--;;~;5~ 5~ The-s~hooners l.ft 
11 :\Iarinor" .................. E. Landry .................. 2;{ 10 :~54 194.7 00 for the icoabouttbe 
" Ellg~ni." ................. A. Vall~. ................... 40 10 244 1:\42 00 23rd of March, ann 
<I Vil'f.oria" ................ O. Cormier.................. £12 10 217 1193 50 returned at the end 
"A. melia" ...... " .... · .... ·I x. Corwier ....... , •. '''' 47 10 I 591 3250.'i0. of April. 
" Wiuo·Awalto ............ V. Vign.ault..... ......... 42 1\1 305 1677 50 
" Alphonsine" .............. Ch a •. Lebrun ....... . ... ~3 10 I 424 2332 00 
" 'three Brothers" ........ X. Boudroau ...... ......... 35 10 424 2332 00 
., Uonstantino" ............ IJ. Doudreau ............... .,15 ]0 300 1650 00 
" Ha"e,' .................... D. Costin ..... ........ ..... :15 10 I S;l 456 50 
" I,ady" • .. ·• .. · ...... · .. ····IJ · Muldoon ........... ..... 30 10 \ 442 \ 2431 00 I 
" Ail,,," ..................... F. Cummings............... 40 10 430 2365 00 
"Iborville" ................. N. Boudreau ............... :16 10 243 1336 50 

. __________ L __ ~otal.. ............ 4sl13of4«s1$25564001 
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STATEMENT of the Number of Schooners from the Magdalcn Islands and the 
North Shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, &c.-Gontinucd. 

Names of Schoonor •• 

Schooners from Natashcluan. 

.... .... 

00 

" " rF1 
Names of Captains: 

.u 0 :~ CC; 
Remark3 . 

J I J 1 J~ ~~ 
::.-Dame :: ==-==1--:-1--7-!--: 12~7 ~~s. :~~:er. ~ 
.. Notre - Dame de la Natashquan on tho 

Garde" ••......•.••..•••••• H. Vigneault ......•...••••• 1 22 7 350 1925 00 24th March, and re-
"Esp~rance" ............... J. Landry .••• • ...... ...... 22 7 350 1925 00 turned at the end of 

-- -- ---- ----- April. 
Total...... ...•.. ...... 6<1 21 925 $5087' 50 

Schooners from Kcgasca. 

" G. S. ~isser" ............ 18. Fo'reman .......•........ 1 65 I 10 I 200 1 1100 00 ITbese scbooners left 
" Hirondelle" .......•..••.. Jule. Poirier... ............ 27, 10 200 1100 00 I and returned at 
H Maric-Julie" .......... "lsiDlon Bourque............ 26 I 10 ;::00 1650 00 about the same time 

1

----'---1----1 as those from Na-
Tetal ......... ...... 118 I 30 I 700 $3850 00 I tashquan. 

R B CAP I T U IJ A T ION. 

:r::al number of . ~o~al number of I Total number of T~tal nu,?ber of Seals 1 Total' v~:: ~~ s.a~: 
Schooners. Tons. hands. lull et!. 

---~--I--=--I-- .. -:--I--=---I--~;--
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SEALS taken during the autumn of 1866, and during the season of 1867. 

I .. 
.". " .. ",>- ":S.;:: w eO 'C!C 

" ,~ " .... "'.,. z '" .,.0 OW 

~ ... .,." .".ll 
Names of Fish.rmen. Stations. C; <f; i;;; :&~ ~ .... ~ Remarks. 

El '" 
.... RCO 

S.; .. h -"I:; ..!I:I .... ., 
0 ., ,,'" -!l ,,'" "'" 

.,,, 
-'" .~'" "joS 1i'~~ " ,,'" ~r 

f"I -< "-' "-' "-' 

L.Boutillior .I; Bros ... Wood Island,... . ....••...... 300 ...... / 64 •••••••••••••• The trifling succ.ss of our 
N areisse Dumas ......... Blane Sablon . . ..... ......... 300 ...... 40 ...... ......... fishermen herein was 
rbarl.s Dick.r .•.......• Long Point..... ..... ••....•. 260 ..•.•. 5 .•..•. ••••••••• owing to the quanliti.s 
J nbn Bodman............ do 180 ..•... 23 •....• ••••.•••• of ice in tho Straits of 
Baptiste Dum........... dQ 210 ...•.. !27 ••..•••••••• ,. Ben.-Do last autumn and 
Wm. Fruins .I; Co..... do 220 .•..•• 80 •...•. 1 ••••••••• 1 this spring, which pr.-
Widow G. Labadi •...... Sandy Bay...................... 180 ..•.• 60!..... •••.•.••• v.nt.d th.m from s.tting 
William Labadi ......... Poin le 11 la Barque........... 140 .••••• 5 .••... ......... their n.ta at tbe proper 
Wm. Jones & Co ...... Brador. Bay................... 600 •••••• 30 ...... ••••.•••• time. 
Louis Jones.............. do ................... 100 ..••• ' 24 •.•.••••••••••• 1 
lIarri., Gritlith .•.•.••.. Five Leagu.s.................. 140 ..... 1 27 •....••••••••.• 
Andr.w Duk............. do ..•.....•........ 100 •..••• 141 .••.•••••.•••• 
Harry Sanson ........... Little Fi.hery.................. 80

1

...... 22 ....•••••••••• 
J am.s Buckle ............ Bonne E.p;;rance...... .....• 275 ...... 6 .............• , 
J,f:ger Leve.qu •........• Burnt I.land.................. 400 ....•. 1 49, •.... .'! ......... , 
Thomas Hul •....•..•..•• Dog Islands.................... 75

j
•••••• 20 •.•.•..•••••••. 1 

Dani.1 Robin: ........... Old Fort........................ 150 •...• 21 .............. . 
Thomas MOl'rIs ••...... n CaDFlO Harbour........ ...... 901 ...... 1...... 15 ••....•.• 
Wm. Fruing & Co ..... Anse du Port.ge..... •.... .. 250

1

100 ..................... 1 
J.an L.gouve ........... Whale Read ................... , 250 6 ...... ' .............. . 
Andre Roi. .......•....... Fonderie de Fact.au........ 60 •••.•. 1..... 25 •.......• 
J aequ.s MeRinnon •... Kik.poe .••.•.•.••••.......•... \ 290 12 .•••.. ...... • •••••••• 
J os.pb Gallichon ....... Salt Lak... •..... ... ......... ... ~50 53 .... ··1·· .... ·········1 
Wm. Buckl .............. La T .. batier......... ...•..... 8001380 .................... . 
B. R.eds .................. IShe.p Bay.......... ...... ...... ......... ...... ...... 12 •.••.••.• 
Samuel Rob.rt.on ....•. L .. T.b .. ticr •.....•...••......• , 700 247 .....• 1 ............... . 
X.vi.r Gallibois ......•. R.d Bay...... •..... •.....•.... 140 2 ...... . .... ! ........ . 
Fran90is Lcvesqu ...... Grand M.cattina Island.... 350, 50 .................... . 
[:;amu.l Gaumond .••.•. do "', 3001237 ••.••• !..... • ..•••• 
Wm. Ro.s................ do '''1 100 15 ................... . 
Charle. Bilod.au ....... 'Wh.l. He.d ...............••• , 500 2151 •.....••••••.•.••••.. 
M. Konty.................. do •....••.• ......... 500 30 ••.••••.....•..•••.. 
Daniel Mauger .••••..... Gull I.land •....• ........•...•. 100 15 •.•.•..••.•.•••••••.• 
Widow Mang.r......... do .....• ...•.. 300 63

1 

..................... 1 
Louis C?nlomb •..•.•.... Little M.c .. t~ina.............. 70 1 ...... 1..... . ....... . 
F. X. BIlodeau .•.•...... N ctagamn RIver.. ....•. ...... 60 •••... ...... 35 ......... , 
.!. B. Fortier ...••.....•.. /wataghaistic................... 150 •••... ••.•. 42 ......... , 
Andr6 Galliboi •••....•.• Point Dumouricr........ ...... 100, ............ 1 24 ......... ' 
Micbel Blai' •...•.•••.••. Riv.r Etamamu .............. 40 •...• 1~1 ............... 1 
GiLbcrtJonea .....•...... l\lanisunchi .................... 60 ...... ]2 I 
Jo.eph AuM .•...••.....• Coacoachoo..................... 50 .............. 3·0 ::::::::: 
H .• orgo MCtivi.r .......• Olom .. nosh •• boo.............. 100 ...... ' .•...• \49 ........ . 
SIIDon Bourquc ......... Keg .. sca...... ..... •.....• •... 60 .•...• .••... 6\ ........ . 
Samuel Foreman ....... River Kcgasca ............. ,_, 55 ...... ...... 7 ........ . 
Adolphe Guillem.tt.... do •..... ...... 15 ...... ...... 25 ....... .. 
J,ouis Talbot •.....•••.•.• N nt.shqul1n...... .............. 30 ...... 1.. .... 5 ....... . 
S. Rennedy .............. IRiv.r Agwanus............... 360 ••.••.•...•. , 25/ ••••••••• 
Olivier Rochotte ..•...•• River Nabisippi.............. 751...... ...... 5 ........ . 
Jos.ph Tanguay ........ Watsheeshoo .•.•.•............ 165 ••.••. .••... 13 ......... 1 
Victor BIais .............. Ateepetat ....•.•.••.....•.•..... \ 42 •.•... ·1...... 45 ....... . 
..... ...... ..• ., ...... ······IMagdalen bland ••.......••.. ·· •• · •••• 1 ................... / 7200 On the ice around tbe --- -- -- -- ---I I.lands. 

, Total................ 10222 1426 529 363 7200 
I , 
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SEALS shot in 1867. 

By whom and where shot. Number. 1 Remark •. 

----------------1----·---
Seal. shot by Indians between Bersimis and Blanc Sablon ••. 
Seals .hot by white men b.tween B.rsimi. and Blanc Sablon. 
Seals shot at Anticosti .................................................... . 

1000 \8ea18 were seen in smaller num-
300 bers than usual, this summer, 
300 on the North Shore and on tbe ----I coaet of Anlico.li. 

Tota!...... ••.•...•.. ........ ......... ......... ......... 1600 

GENERAL RECAPITULATlON. 

Wben, wbere and how tb. Se.ls were taken. 
Valu. of 

I 
D.scription of 

No. of S.als. 
Seal •• S."ls. 

-----" --------\-------
I I $ et •. 

S.als taken in nets on tbe coast of Labrador, during tb. 
autumn of 1866 ............................. " ......................... . 

S.als tak.n in n.t. on tbe C02st of Labrador, during tb. 
spring of 1867 .......................................................... . 

Seals taken in net. on tb. coast of Labrador, during tb. 
Bum .. er of 1867 ......................................................... . 

Seals shot betwe.n Bersimis and Blanc Sablon by rudian ...... . 
Do do do by whit. men .. . 

Seals shot on the coast of Anticooti .................................. . 
Seals killed on the ice this spring around the Magdalen 

Island. ...... ........................... ............... .. ............... . 

142G IAdUlts ...........•...... 1 

529 do ............... . 

363 
1000 
300 
300 

7200 

Spring S.al ......... . 
do 
do 
do 

Young S.als ........ . 

9269 00 

3438 50 

1452 00 
4000 00 
1200 00 
1200 00 

28800 00 
Seal. killed by hunter. from the Magdalen Islands, Esqui­

!!lau:\: Point, Nat ... hquan and Kega.c .. , on board of 
schooners, on the ic. in the Gulf........ ............... ...... ...... 9283 Adults........ ......... 51056 50 

1-----------
Tot .. !.. .......................................... 1 20401 ••••.•••••• •••••••··• .. ···1 $100616 00 
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STATEMENT of the Number of Schooners belonging to the Districts of Saguenay 
and Gaspe, employed during the season of 1867 in fishing for Cod and 
Herring on the banks and along the coast. . 

Schooners from Esquimaux Point. 

I 
-I j I .~ 

l .g ~ 
N'." ., " ..... ~ N~ •• , """".1 ~ I ~ I ~ ; I 
---------!-LI~I~I~I------
" rh.rvillo" ..•....•..... Nathani.1 Boudreau .. ·1 361 10 180 I 480 \These schooners fished for cod 
"Ven.l.o" ............... P. Doyl................... 33 I )0 I 200 320 anel herring on the coa,t of 
" Constantine" ......... J. Boudreau .M ...... • .. I 4'. I 10 1 200 650 I Labrador. 
H Victoria" ............. G. Co!m~er............... :,2 11 195 506 
H Amelia" ............... X. Cormier.......... .. 47 10 170 280 
"Alphonsino" ......... Charles LeBrun ........ 2., 1 10 I 91 355 
" Wide Awake" ........ Vital Vigneault......... 42 10 120 1361 
"Marin.r"............. E. Landry ............... 2:1 9 57 117 
" Three Brothers" ..... X. Bouelreau ............ 35110 1180 136 
"Ails"" ........ · ...... · .. IF. Cumming ............ ~ ~ ~ 2] 

Total ............ 1 376 100 11601 ~101 

XlEMARKS. 

Schooners from Natashquan . 

.. Tiber" .................. Ip. Vigneault ............ 1 221 7-' 180 1 100 IThese scbooners fished for cod 

.. Notre-Dnme de la I I I Rnd herring on the coast of 
Garde" .......... · ...... IIf. Vigneault............ 221 7 2&0 1 100 I Labrador. 

U Notre _ Dame de 
Mars" .................. D. Tnlbot ................ 20 7 150 100 

I Tota~·~ .. · ...... ·If.:1J-;-15S013001 

Schooners from Kegasca. 

:: Hir~nclell~",; .......... I~?leS Poirier .......... 1' ~7110 125 I 150 \Th.se. Bchooners fished Cor cod 
Man.-Juhe ......... I Slmon Bourque ......... 26 10 140 120 herrlDg at the same plac. as 

1_----- ---I thoso from N~tashquan. 
Total...... ...... 63 1 20 1 265 270 

--~--~--------------
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------------------_._._-

STATEMENT of the Number of Schooners belonging to the Districts of Saguenay 
and Gaspe, employed during the season of 1867, &c.-Oontillll"d. 

Schooners from House Harbour (Magdalen Islands). 

~ 
<..> .,; 

N_ .. ·,,"' .. ····I N ..... , ",po; ... 1\ t i ~ 

----I----~I~\-='----------
.. Temp€ ... nco" ·.·······IE. A~seneau .......... · .. ·1 36 1 10 1 200 Fished on the North Silo,. of the River 

St. Lawrence . 
.. Marie .................. ;T. God.t.................. 40 I 10 200 do do 
" IlIary Ann .............. A. Ars.n.au ............ , 361 10 I 240 do do 
"Emelite" .............. L. Bourque .............. !!7 10 150 do tIll 

H Jenny LindlJ ........ P. Turblde............... 39 10 160 do Il" 
" Dolphin" ..... • ...... O. Richard............... 52

1 

10 :JOO Fished around the M.gdalen Island,. 
"Archangel" ........... Naz. Jonph ............. , 40 10 I 300 do do' 
" Greenock" ............ Frs. Terriau........... ... 39 10, 320 I do do "A""··r ~.:~~:I';;l~I~1 ,. ,. 

REMARKS. 

Schooners from Amherst Harbour (Magdalen Islands.) 

" Presid.nt" ............ o. Bourque .............. 1 361 10 \175 IIFiShed around the Magdalen hlands. 
" Loup-M.rin" .......... Eug. Bourg.ois ......... 

1 

:J'\ 10 1169 do do 
" Flora" .................. L. Boudreau .0. ... .... :{4- 10 200 do do 
" Eug~nie" .......•..... G. Cormier............... 30 10 180 do do 
"S.r.h" .................. H.;T. BOudreau ......... 

1 

23

1 

10 \ 150 do du 
It Cutter" ................. J. Vigneault ........... 27 10 145 do do 
"M.rie Louis." ....... IJ. Cormier ............. ~ _~ ~ do do 

1 Tot.!.. ....... · .. 1 2171 70 1
1169

1 

7 



cor:\"TY OF 8c\.GUENAY. 

1 
1

""1 1 I~I' .. ~ I '''' en ~ ~ I' ..,;> I cQ ::l UJ I ''-' '::" 0 !I...... 0 10 UJ 

~.;. 'ci ~.; '~.~.9 1Il • ~ ~ ID; 
0" :'. ~ .' s ll." ~;, ~ I ;l I 5 I ~ ~ I "" El ,; /s ~ I, . 

....; ..... 0 !! '"' (;) 1:1 s:: 0 0 "'" 0 c 0- 0 ,.. I" " "'" c " E ~ ._'-" I "" . , " i.... ~ "",,"'.0 """ I neon '" sJ ~A)lE OF PLACE. I :;; I.;; ~ :-:: I""" 0 "" I ~ I Q.['" I ,,;:; : ." I ;;; I ~ ,," Id I rl I -;; , ;.~ 1 ~ ~ 
I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ .;; 3 ~ 'I ~ ~ -a ..... ~ 1 g 5 ,..d 4-< §:'- .E ~ Tf)';; ~ ~ 
I ~~Ic.-.c.-.~'-!'-IO~ __ '-""'-:'_'-'-'- -81'- '- c-:/!.i=l Iq o I 0 0 0 ;. 0 0 .-;::> 0 0 '- cd .;> 0 0 ~....... 0 I 0 0 rh '"' ~ d 

o 0 0 0 0:5 0 .:, o~ 6 0 0, o~ 0 :i 0 o::i 0 . t;:<1l ..... 5 -! ________ -!_,=.J.:_!~!~ ~I~!~!:.....,~!~I~I~_!~ ~!~!_z !~!~!..£!~16E 
l!manc Sablo" ............................................ 1 ....... 1131 {..... 20

1

1 

~o', 1' ...... 1 Ill ...... ' 1\ 300, ...... 1 ...... 
1 
..... ,1 ............... I ...... ' 40 1

1 

1250
1 
........ . 

2 Wood I,lanJ............................................. .... 40 10..... SO 05 2...... 2 2 2 300' ............ 1 ...... 1 ............... I...... 64 4UOO 20 
31Green Idand ............................................ ,' .......... 1 ...... 

1 
.................. ; ............ , ............... i ......... ! ............ ' ...... j .............. I ................................. . 

4 Little IIarbour ............................................... I 15 G,..... 30 20,' 11 ...... 
1 

2

1

' 31 1 ......... 1 ...... , ...... ' ................... , ............. 1 1250 ....... .. 
5,Long Point .................. ; ....... : ..... : ............. 1...... 6 8

1

' ...... 1 121 S ............ I .... · 2

1

· .. · .. ·! ~~oi .... ·,· .... +.... I~O, ..... ·· .... 1 135 350 ........ . 
6

1

sandY Bay and POlDtc " la Bafc\uc ...................... 21 2 .... 4 4

1 

............................ , "_0, ...... 1 ............. 00 ........... 1 60 30 ....... .. 
7 Bradore Bay ............................................... '...... 6 71...... 12 B 2 ..... , 31.... ...... SUO ............ 1...... 00...... ...... 54 640 ...... .. 
SIBell .. Amou"-.......................................... 1...... 1 2 ..... 2 2 ...... ...... ...... 1 ............... 1 ...... 1...... ...... ............ ...... ...... 10 
9;lIIiddle Bay ................................................ /...... 2/ 2

1 

....... 1 ! 31 .. · .. ·j .... 1 11 'I I;!lli ,..lw, ..... :::,1 50 ::::::::: 
10 FIve Leagucs aud LIttle FIShery.................. ...... 6, 7[ ...... 1 1_, si ..... ·'· ...... · 1 ...... , ...... 1 OOO, .... ·'!' .... ·I ...... I 33, ..... ,.... 63 70 H ..... .. 

IISalmonBay .................................................. , 19 4, ...... 1 381 30 3 ...... ! ~. 2 .......................... 1 ..... 253 ................... 12319 ...... .. 
12 Bonne Esp~rance ..... " ..................................... 1 6, "I ..... I 12

1
. 8 1 .. · .. ·1 ...... 1 ...... · .. ··1 2i51 ...... I ..... ,...... 3551 ............ , 6

1

' 340 ....... .. 
13 St. Paul River .......................................... , ...... 1 2

1 
...... , 2 31 .... · ·1·.... ...... ...... ...... .. .... 1 ............ ,... .. 265 ..... ..... .. ....................... . 

14 Burnt Island............................................. ...... 1 2, ...... ' 2. i 2 ........ · .. ·1 ...... 1...... ...... 4001 .. · .. ·1 ............ 1 75'...... ...... 49 i 20 ........ . 
15 Old Fort Island...... ............. ..................... ...... 6 3 ...... 1 12 S ...... ..... 1 1...... 150...... ...... ...... ......... ...... ...... 2, 120 ....... .. 
16 Dog Island............................................. .. ...... 21 2: ...... 

1

1
1
. 3 ............ · .. · .. ·1 .. · ... " ., ........................ · .. 1 210 1 ...... \..... 20,' 20 ....... .. 

gl~~~~t~~: ~~t~!.·::::::::::: .:::::::::::.::::::::::::::: ::.::' ~ I ;i:::::: ~i k::::I:::::: :::::: I:::::' :::::: ::::::::: ::':.:1 :::::: .::::: m::::: .::::' ::::::::: ...... i·o :::::: ... 
19,Ri;er Napitippi......... ................................ .... ~I ~:...... ~I 2

1 
..... } ... j ...... I ...... i ...... ! ............... · .... ·I .... ·j 901 ...... 1 .... ·: ..... · .. 1 ........ · ...... ::: 

2o,shlcataca ................................................ h ...... .) ·'1...... ": 5,............. 11 1

1 

...... 1 ............... I·.... ...... 60
1
...... ...... ....... 20 ....... .. 

21 Can so Harbour.. ....................................... ...... 1 11...... " 2

1 

...... 1 ............ 1..... ...... 90 ............ j..... 80...... ...... 15 ................. . 
22,Anse du Portage..................... .................. ...... 1 3,.... 2 4 ............ 1 ...... 1...... ...... 2501.......... ...... 60...... ...... 1001 ................ . 
23 lEsquimau,,: B.y ............ ........................... .... 1 11' .. · .. ~ ~I 1 ....... , ........... ' ...... 1 ..... , ........ 1' ...... , .......... 1 ......... 1 .................... 1 ................. . 
24/St. Augustm...... ..................................... I, 4 5 - 'I G 1, 11 ...... 

1 

...... 
1 
...... / ............... ' ...... 1...... 8951..... ...... ......... 2 ........ . 

25 River St. Augustine......... ..... ........... ......... ..... 1 2 ..... 2 2

1 

...... 1 .... t ................. ' ......... ,.... ...... 1 51 ..... I...... ........... ............. .. 
;~ ~e~al~o~:t~~: .. ~~.~~.~~.~~:.:::::::::::::::::·:::::: :::::: :::::: I i i

l 
:::::: ~I i .:::::1, :::::: I .. · .. ~ [::::::I·::::·' .... ~~·~I::::::I·::::: 1 :::::: 2;~1 ::::::. :::::: .... • .. ·~I· .:::::::: ::::::::: 

28 River Kikapoe and Chaines de Kenny........... ..... 1 2 ...... 21 2[ ............................. 1 200...... ...... ...... 67 ...... 1 ...... 1 12 ................. . 
29Fonderied.F.cteau ..................................... 1 1 ...... 2 1 ................. ! ........... 60 .................. 13' ............ 25 ......... \ ........ . 
30 SaItL.ke ....................................................... 1 1 1 .... I 2 2.· .. · .. 

, 
...... I· .. · .. I ...... j· .. ·.. 350' ...... 1 ..... 1 ... 681...... ...... 53 ............... .. 

31 La Tab.tiere .nd Red Bay ................................ / 4 4 ...... 8 8 .. · .. ·1 1 1 1 ..... , 1640 ..... ...... 1 165 ...... 1...... 629 176 ....... .. 
32 Great Mecattina Island..... ......................... ...... 3 3...... 6 2...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 750 ..................... ..i ...... '...... 302 20 • 
33 Sheep B·y .. :· .... · ........ · ... ·· .. ;· ..................... ·i ...... , 3 21 ...... 1 61 31 ...... 1 ...... : ...... : ...... 1 ..... , ......... : .... '1' .... ·1 1' ........ ·i .. · .. ·I· .... \ 121 65.:::::::: 
34, Great and LIttle ~lecathna R1Hrs....... ......... ....... 1 2 ...... 2 2.... . ...... ...... ..... ...... ......... ..... ...... ...... 171............ ......... ...... I ......... 

COD •• 

I1 

'" C 



COUNTY OF SAGUENAY.-Oontinue1. 

I I I ...:! . 1- ----1--:;--' ci I ' I' j I;, .. I ,:;:i I" 1 '''-I I I I I . e bO "'1:::1 Q 4) • • 0'0 ...: 0 !1.1 ....:. g gin, 

~ ~.9':.9]~' § ..,! • ~ g 1'0 .! 'S '0 'S :a .2 ~ .! 

-"T , ~ I :::: \.: 1 ~ I a I] I] ~ ~ 1 ~ J-il , '& ~ '1 ' i , ~ ,"~ I '] I~"':"I~"':' £.-'.I~J~ I 
... ,0. lIS ';:::: ~ JooIoo4 111. rn r.e, rot Yl ~ ~ 0 ~ co I'""" - - Q, "'," "Ul ,== "" , , ,~, , , , , , ,~ , , , "lll II II 'lll, I I QQ la ';:: IQ u:a m rn O'l QQ O'l QQ ~ m a!1l R 11) 1=1 m R Ul Q fX!J:J 

. I ~ I ~ I] 11 ~] 1111111 111 1 ~ I ~ I ~ /~:g I ~ Il!11!ll!ll!I'l~11 I 0 <:> "" I "" "" "" "" "" "" "" "" "" Cl Cl Cl Cl ,"" ,"" "" "" P< 

~i=I-=-I='-8\=j=1-2'1-='='=I='-31-:-=i=I-::,= ~:=I=I-=I-------
2 ............ ,...... 35' ....•....... , 3...... •.....•.• •...•. ....•. 5 3S! ......... ......... 3200 ........................ 1 .... . 

3! ....• 1 .... ·.\ ............... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 ................................ •• .. ••• .. 1······· .. ···· .. ·,·1···· .. · .. /·· .. , .. / ............ I .... ··I···· .. I .. ····I NO one fished at this place in 1867. 
4 ...................................... 1 2 ...... ......••. ............. 1 I......... ....... . ......... 1000 ................ I""" "'''' 
5 .....•. 1

1 

............ 1 61····..1 .. •·•· ...... 1...... J11······I ...... '\ ......... 810

1 

....... 
1 
......... \' 200' .. ····1" .. ·· ................... AI"'ivaln/ the clij'''''"! kind. 0/ ji." ill the 

6 ........... 1 ...................... 1 •••.• 1 ...... 1...... i ·.· .. ·1· .. ·.. ......... 390 •..•.••.. ,......... 24 ............ , ...... ,............. C'"III!! o/S"[jllwoy. 

~'::::.: 'I':::::! :::::: I :::::::::' :::.::: ::::: ::::::: :::::: ! ...... ~ .. :::.:: I~:"': ::::::::: I···~·~~·, .::::::::' ::::~:::: 51~ 1 :::::', ::::::: :::::: I' ::::.:! :::::: 1 
.9 ............ i ............... ' .... 1 ...... 1 ...... 

1
...... 3 ...... ! .............. I .... ·~· .. I ...... · .. I ........ · 40 ............ I ............ 1...... Cod.·-Appeared at Blanc Sablon on th. 

10 ........... 1 ... '. ,........ ...... ..... ......... 16 ..... ..... ......... 3.8 ......... ......... 56 .............................. 21st June, and at Whale Head nnd from 
1.1 ...... , ...... , ..................... ' ...... 1 ...... 

1
.' .... 1 19 ..... ! ...... I ......... , ......... I .................. 11855 ..... I ...... I ...... I .. · .. I .... ·jthcretoll1ingan.boutthe25thofJune. 

12 ..... , ..... 1 ...... 1 ......... (..... ...... ...... ...... 25 ...... ; .............. , 36 ......... ......... 272 ~"'I"'" ............ , ...... , 
13 ...... ,..... . ....... · .... , ...... 1 ...... · .... ·1· .. ·.. 65 ...... · .. · .. 1 .. · ..... , ................................................. 1 ...... 1 ...... ' .... ·1 . 
14 ...... ... .. ... .. ......... ...... ...... ...... .. .. 2 ...... ,............. 294 ......... ......... 16 ...... ...... ...... ..... ...... rapllll.-19th June. 
151 ...... , ...... I ...... i ........ ·' ...... 1 ...... ' .... ·1 ..................... I ...... · ........ 1 121......... ........ 96' ...... I' ...... I ...... I ...... I ..... ! Hel'rill[j.-T"wards the end of Scptem-
161 ...... 1 ........... I ......... : ........... ! ...... I...... 91 ...... :· .. · .......... ·1 120 ......... / ......... , 16 ......................... : ...... ber, but veryfe"!' were taken. 

~;I'::'" :::::: I:::::: I'::::::::, :::.:: I :.:::: I:::::' :::::: 2~ ::::: / :::::: I:::::::::! .:::::::: ::::::::: I ::::::::: i .. · .. · .. S ::::::1 ·:::::1 :::::: I ::::::- :::::: I 
19 .................. ! ........ I ...... '· .... · .... I...... 3 'I ............ , ......... ! ......... · .. · .... , ........ ·i ...... · .. I ...... !· .... ·I ...... I ...... ' ...... , Maclal'el.-None wcretakon. 

~~~::::::! ::::::, ::::::: ::::::::: :::::: I :::::: i :::J :::::: 1 ~ :::::: I ::::::, ::::::::: I"'~~f 1 :::::::::' ::::::::: I ::::::~:~I :::::: 1 :::::: 1 :::::: I :::::'1 :::::: 
23: ..... ! ...... : .. '''1' .. · ...... 1 ............ ! ..................... , ..... 1 .. · .. 1 .... · .... \ .... · .... , ........ ·1 ........ · ............... I ...... I~ .. · ........ I .... I 
24 ...... , ............................................ I 110 ..... ! ....................................... 1 11· .......... · .... ·' ...... 1 .... .. 251 ........... I ............... , ...... 1 ..... 1 ............ , 8 1 2, ............... 1 ........ ·' ...... • .. 1 .... · .. · ............... ,..... .. ... , ............ , 
26 ..... , ...... , .............. 1 ..... ,...... ...... ...... 2 ........... ' ......... 1 36 I .. · .. · .. · ......... · ...... ·1 .... · ..... .. .... i .......... .. 
27 ...... , .... : ·· .... , ........ ·\ ...... 1 .................. I 3! .... .I. .... , ........................ \ ......... , ......... · .... · ...... r ..... 1"""1""'" ! 
;~! :::::.1 ::::::' ::::::! :::::::::./ ::::::, :::::: 'I :::::: r.:::::t ~ i :::::'1':'::: '/ :.::::::./ ~~ll.::::::::, :::::::::, :: .. :::"! :::::: !.::.:: ::::::! :::::: ,.::::: 1 
30 ...... 1 ....... · .. ·1 ........................ } .... ! 5 I ..................... 3~~ '· ........ 1 .... · .. ·' .. · .. · ....... ! ...... , ...... , ...... j .... .. 
311 .......... ·r .................... I ............ , ...... , 4 ..................... '371_ ........ ......... HO i· .. · ........................ .. 32 1 ...... , ...... ' ...... 1 ......... 1 ..... ; ...... ' ...... 1 .... ·' .... • .... , ...... \ ...... 1 ........ 181; 1 ......... 

1 

......... , 16, ..... : ...... , ..... , ..... ; ...... 1 

~!, :::::: ':::::', :::::: I ::::::::: \ ::::: ::::.:' :::.::' ::::::. ''''20''· ... ::: c:::1 :::::·:::I ..... :~ .. I ::::::::: ::::::::: ...... ~.:, ::::::' ::::::, :::::: ":::::1'::::: 

REMARKS. 

11 

a. 
I-" 
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!'; I'!'; 1 0 1-0; I ~ ! 0 ! 0 I'~ I I COD. i ,J::J .;; I \ Ql - =:I 1- O'l Q;I ~ III .,.. s:I 02 02 Q) I 

~ ~ ~ u:i 8 ~ '; ~ tlO ." III ~ i ~ till a .: a ~ I" . ~ _, ~ .8 I,J::J ~ I ~ f m ~ .S ;§ ~ ~. s:I ~ .S ,.g Q) ,.g ~ ~ ~ a bl) I tlO 

50, ~AMEOEPLACE. I~'''' ~ :;:,,,,10 '" a tl",·;; =!l '" a ::: d" d"I" "1".51,,,5 
I ;::! l.<l :l :l l.<l I ~ g .;: ~ 1-;;' .... i!l g ~ ... § .... ".li :: rn~ <~ ~ c..o .... ~ ~ Ito-o ~ ~a .... 1 ........ ~_ .... cgm ........ a c....~ .... I~ l+f 

o 0 0 0 <:I 0 0 .... 0 0 0 dO ..... 0 0_ 00 0 0 oi ... 'Q 

: 110000 f 0 00':1'0(0 0 o~ 0 o~ 0 di1 o!:: 0 0 -;sli a 
_: ________________ ._~,~ ~.!: __ ,~.!:. ~,~I~,~,~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~,~ ~~, 03 

35!Wh.le Held, Mecattioa ...... · ........ " .... · .. · ...... I .. · .. · 3 31\...... 6 4 .... ·1 .. · .. .1.· ...... ·.. ..... 1000 ...... 1 .... · ...... 1 333 ...... 1 ...... 1 2451 200]1 ........ . 
J6 Boat Harbour.. ............ ...... ......... ....... ..... ...... 2 2 ...... 4 3 ...... 1 ...... ...... .... . ......... ...... ...... ...... ......... ...... ...... ......... 80 ....... .. 
37 Rlgolet aux Chat,.. .................... .................. 2 1 ...... 4 2 ............ j..... ...... ...... ......... .... .... ..... ......... ...... ..... ......... 40 ....... .. 
33 Providence Island.......................... ........ • ..... 2 1...... 4 1 ..... 1 .................................... I· .... · ...... I ..................... j......... 20 ........ . 39 Gull Islands .............................................. ' ..... 1 1 Ij...... 2 2 ...... 1 .................... , 400 .......................... 1...... ..... 78 30

1
' ...... .. 

10
l
Little Mecattina .............................................. ! 2 1 ...... 41 21...... 1 ...... • .... ·1· .... 1 70 ...... I· ...... 47..... ..... 1 50 ........ . 

i~ ~~;::h'::~t~i.~~.~:.:.:.::: .. :::,:: .. :.:::::::::::.:::::::::I~::::I ~I ~ ::::::1 ~I ~,::::::I:::::: :::::: ::::::,:::::: 1~~1:':::: :::::1::::1 ........ ~1·::::: :::::·1 !~ :::::::::1::::::::: 
43 Dumourier Point..... ................................ ..... 1 11..... 2 1 ............................ I 100 ...... 1 ...... 1 ............... ' ..... 1 .... • 241 ................. . 
,14 Eta"!amu ~iver .......... :........................ ...... ...... 21 2 · .. , .. 1 4 2 ...... ' ..... ,...... ...... ..... 40 .. · .. ·1 .. ·.. ...... 2:5 ............ I 191 ............. · .... 11 C11 
45l1IaDlsuachl (Cape Whlttle)......... ......... ..... ...... 1

1

11 ..... 1 21 11 ............ : .................. , 60 1 ...... , ...... 1 ...... 1 15 1 ...... '...... 12......... ......... ~ 

i~ g?:~~c:s~e:~,i;e~·i',.~;:::.:::::·.:::·:.::::::::.::::::::: .:::: ~ ~ :::::: i i :::::. ::::::1::::: : .. ::: :::::. 1~~ :::::: ::::::1:::::: 2~~,,,,~,~ ':::::1 ~~ ::::::::: ::::::::: 
48/washeecoot&i and Mist.saine Rivers....... ..... ...... 1 21...... 21 21 ..... 1 ...... · .. · .. 1 ...... 1 .... · .............. I .. · .. ·! ...... ! 3501 12! ........ · ...... 1 201 6 
49 River and PointlIusquareo ............................... I 5 4 ...... /10 3 ...... ! ........................ \ 15 ...... , ...... 1 ~I 70 40"'1 20 40 10 
50 K~ga,hca Bay (and schooners).......... .... ..... 31 9 18 00 18

1 
11 ................ I 3 .... " 60 ...... ..... 10 ......... ...... ..... 7131 950' ..... .. 

51 K6gashca River and outside,................. ...... 1 1 6 10 2 2 1 ...... 1 ...... ...... 55 ...... 1 ...... 142 35 ...... ......... 31 ........ . 
52 Natashquan River (with the fiy)............ ...... • ...... 21 ~I·.... ...... ..... ..... ...... ..... .. .... ! ............... 1 ..... 1· .... ·1· .... .1. ............. 1· .. · .. \ .... · .... 1 .. · .. · ... , ........ . 
53 Natashqu~n Bank (and schooners)................ 3 18 IS 21/ M 18 ............ I..... 1...... 30 .... I...... 10/ 215...... ...... 925 950 ....... .. 
54 Natashquan. Harbour .................................. ".. 241 4 .... " 4 4 1 ..... I...... 3 ............... 1 1' .... "1 10 ........ ...... ...... ......... 25 ....... .. 
55 Agw.nus RIver................................. ....... ...... 1 2/'''''''1 2 21 ............ I· .. ·.. ...... ...... 360 1...... ...... ...... 4201 60!...... 25 .. · .. • .. ·1 .. • .... .. 
56 N.abessippi River ...... : ................................ ,...... 1 2 .. ".. 2 2 ........................ 1..... 7~1"'" ..... ...... 120 40 .... " 51 15 ....... .. 

. 57 LIttle Watsbeeshoo RIver ............................ ,...... 1/ 2 .... " 3 2! ................ , ...... ..... 160

1

.... ...... ..... 81 481...... 13 ......... 1 ....... .. 
. 58 G~and Wat~heeshoo Riv.r (with the fiy)......... ...... ...... 2 ... ". 21 2 ....................... I .. · .. ! ..................... I .............. I ..... .'." ............ 1 ................. . ~59lRlver on Pla,ht.r Bay..... ......................... ...... ...... 1 ...... 1 1 ........................ I ............ I .... · ........ ·' ...... 1 .. ·.. 251 361 ............... 1 ......... 1 ...... .. 
~·60ICrowRiverandAppe.letatB.y ......................... 2! 2 ..... 1 2' 2 ...................... j ..... 42 .................. 1 10~ 12 ...... 55 ......... 1 ....... .. 
; 61,Esqui!'1aux.Point (and schooners) ................. ! 13 28 56 ." .. 138 401.......... 4 4 ...... j ................... 1 ...... 1......... ...... ...... 44481 1601 ...... .. 

62

1

ROmatne RIver (WIth the fiy) ...................... ' ............ I 31 ...... 1 31 31 ........................................... ·1 .. · .. · .................. ,I .............. ·1 ........ 1· ...... .. 
.. 63 do outside (in nets) .................... I..... ...... 1 ...... 1 1 ...... .... .. .............. I......... ..... ...... ...... 68 ...... '"'' ......................... .. 
• 6~,MiDl!an Riyer (with. the fi~ ) ....................... 1 .... , ...... 31 ...... 1 3 31 ............ , .......... 1 ...... 1· .............. I ............ 1 ...... • .. 1· .... 1 .......... · .... 1 ...... · .. 1 .... · .. .. 
<60 M&DltOU RIver (Inilans with nets) ............... I ............... '1' .. , ....... 1 ................................... I· .... · .. · ...... ...... ...... 50 30 ............................ .. 
',66 Mingan !I&rb~ur ............................................. 1 1 2...... 11 21 ...... 1 ..... 1 ..... 1 ...... 1 ................................. I 791 ...... 1. · .. ·1 .. •• .. • ................. .. 
, 37 Long POlDt MlDgan....... ............................ ...... 30 20 ...... 60, 39 ...... 2 ...... 7 7 ........ ...... 21 3 130 ...... ..... ......... 1583 ]67 
< 38 River St. John (in n.I.) ........... _................. ...... 16 5...... 33 14 1...... ...... 5 5 ........ I... . ...... 14 1486...... ...... ......... 713 105 

'jJ do (with the fiy) ................................ 1 31 ..... 1 2, ..... 1 ........... , ..... , ........... , ............... I ......................................... 1 ......... 1 ........ . 
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COUNTY OF SAGUENAY.-Oontinucd. 

~I~~ --~--------~II . 1 j 12 1 I g I] 1 ~ 11 .~ I'~ I·~ I: \ i 1 ] I ~ I ~ . I~ I·~ 1 I COD • 

o 1 "I .. 8 '" .9 "" .. 0 0 8 ",," 8~ 8 ~ 1 ---
.'101 ~rA~lEOFPLACE. ~IE ~ ~']\~'!I~ ·EI:§.I·~I',s \~ ~I'EI~~·I~ I~I ~ I~'~I~'~ 

1 I: ca ~ : 1 ~ ~ I g t..,. ~ ~ Q. ~ Co) CIiS ~ ~ g ~ I ~ ~ oo~ <~ 
I c.... ~ c.-. eo... "'-4 c... c... 0 ~ 1 '- c... c.... c... ~ a to-. '0 a I~ eo... I eo... I ~ I ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~.~ ~ ~ ~ ~ <5 ~ ~ I oi 0 ~ ~ 2 ~ .:§ = -!---------,~_ ~ ~ ~.~I~I~'~I~\~\~!~'~I~ ~I~i~'~'-~_' ~ 8-1 ~~ 
70 fJagpie River and Bay ...... " •. " .. ", "".""" .. ",," 21 2 """1' 4\ 2\ .... "1." .. """1,,,,,,1,,,,,, ......... 1"",,1·..... 4 166 .. ·",1".",\........ 1001 
::1 ~ns. des •. Roussi •• """"."" ........... """ .... "" ...... 11

1

10...... 22 10 .. " ....... ''''''1 21 2 .... · .. "1",, .. """ 5 .,,",," ." ... "" .. "" •• ,. 759,''''''iio 
,2 l,aD?-bler. C~v •• " .•..•• """."""" ..... "",,""" """ 23 19 "".. 56 , 40

1

""" " .. " .. ,," 81 8 """"""""1""" 12 """". """'"''''1''''''''' 1908 369 
73 JupItagan R,vel .... "" .. """" .. "". """"""'" "". 1 1 "".\ 1 1." .. " ..... "".,,,"" " .. " .... " ... """ .... " ".,,' 70."." """ """." ."."."1" .. ",,. 
74,Ridge Point •. """ .. "~ .• " .. "" .. """.",, ........ """ 6 2 """ 121 4 " .... "" .. ".,,' 1 1 .,,""" " ....... " " .. " """"" .. ".1""" "".,," 3801"""'" ~~I,~:~.,i:~!~a~:~'::'e;"::::::':·:::'.':'::::::'::::'::::::::::. :::::: 1 " •• ~ " .,\::::' ""'~I "".~ :::::, :.:::' :::::.' "",{",,\:::::::: :::'::1::::::1.::::.1::::::::: ::::::1::::::

1 

:::::::::I""'~~':I """~.~ 
77 Thunder River" """"""." .. "",, ... "'"'''''''' ".. 17 5 ",," 34 30 ".". "",, """ 2 2 """". ",," ",," 3 35 """ """ """." 1307 120 
78 Duck ,Creek ""."" "" ... " ..... ""." .. ,,""""" """ 1 11"",1 2 1 """ " .. " """ 11 11" .. " ... """ .. " .. I"""'."" ............. ". "",,,,,1 60 ....... .. 
:;9 Anso" la Mogmac"""""" ... "."". " .. """,,. """ 1 1 ",," 2 1 ."", "",. """ 1 1 "" "" """I""" 1 ". " ... ",," '''''' ."."", 30 30 SOI~'it(:~e ~Sheldrake ... """.""" ...... " ....... """""1"".. 6 1\'"'''' 121 5 "" .. I""" """ 11 1\'"''''''1''''''''''''' .• ""! ... ".".,,,,,,, .. ,," ·"·,,,,·1 200

1 

30 11 ~ 
Sli,l:eldrake Head ... """"" ... """" ... ". ~"" ... "" "" 16, 6 ""'1 321 9 1

1
""" "". 4 4 """". """I "'" 4 80 """ .. , "I .... "... 668 70 

82 Sheldrake Bank •• """""" ... """ ... """"""".1"". 51 3 .. "" 10 6 "". ,,," ",," 1 1 """." ''''''''''''1 1 78 .. "" ".". """".1 100 8 
83;Lo Gr'.s n,y .. """""""""'" """'''''''''''''''1"",,111 2'""" 22 161 2."" ... ,," 2 21."""" """'".,,. 2,,, .. ,,.,, .. "" ... ". """".1 600 ... " .... 
34,Gibrn:t>r B"y .. "".""" .. "" """"" .. ,,""",,. "".~ 2 21"". 4 .. ". 2 """ """ 2 2 ."."". """ '""" I'"""" ....... 1"""'.""""\ 421 17 
85,B?ulccux !'.i,·cr .. "" ... """""" " .. """"."".·:" .... 1 7 2...... I!I 21 ..... 1."" "". 1/·" .. ·1· .. ·",,· "" ..... ". ",,·1......... ...... ...... ......... 200 ....... .. 
88,P!gcu .. : .. ".""""" .. "" ....... ·"" .. "·~"" .. · .. I·" .. "",, " .... 1 .. ",,1 .... · I ""',""" ...... "" .. ··" .. , .... "1·"· ........ ·1· .... ·1 .. " ......................................... "" .... . 
S7 ,Tro,,! RI:er .... ": ...... "" ................. ,, ..... ,, ..... j "" 1 ~I 11'''''1 21 4,""" ...... 'I .. " .. " ...... " ... " .. " ........... " ." ... ! 130 15 .... '1·" ...... 1 .. · .. · .. ·\· .. · .... · 
SS,M"",e Rller (wIth net, InsIrre) """" ... ""... ...... 1. 15,,,,,,, 24 42 "".. 1.... 1 1 ............... ''''''1 10 i 2628 ........ ,," ......... 360 35 ~91 do (. do outsIde) .... " .................. " "" .. I ...... """I""" ,,· .. ·1 .... · """ " .... I~ .. "I ...... ,."."" ..... ·I· .. · .. i .... "I·" ...... I""·I .. ,, .. , ................. " .... .. 
'90 do. (WIth the fly) ...... " .... """." .... " .. " .. ".... 11..... 1

1
""" ... " """1 .. ""1 .... ·1· .. · .. " .. " .. ·1· ...... ""I",,,, " ........... " .... \'· .. "· .. ·1 .. · .............. . 

ill Seven Iswnds Bay and Boule ...... """ .. "" .. " .. ".. 12 6 "".. 24 111 ..... I 41 .,," "" .. "" ........... """ .. ,," 6 ............... I...... ......... 300 48 
:92 River St. Margaret (outside) .............. " ........ " ...... 2 2 """ 41 2 .... " """, ........................... """ .... " .. ... 100 ......................... .. 
113 RaggedIslnnds ............................ "" ... " ..... " .. "I 7 5

1
' ... ".1 14, 31""'1"""1 111, ...... 1 ......... 1 ....•. 1 ...... 1 ...... 1." ...... 1 ..... \" .... • ........ 1 110 • .... 25 

!i ~~flFi:~~~~~~:i~~;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:.:::::: :::;:: ~I'~ :::::.: ~: ~ :::::r:::: :::::: ::::::1::::::\::::::::: :::::<:::::1:::::: ~~ ··::~:~I::::::I:::::::::I::::::::: ::::::::: 
.lItlcaribou Islano1s. " .. "". """""""""""''''''''''1'''''' 2 21...... 4 1 ........ ·"·1"""1 ........ " ............... "I· .... · ..... , 320

1 ........ · .. ·1 ........ · .. · ...... 1· ...... .. :IlS,Little Ma! .!liver" ......... : ..... " .. " ............ " ...... 1 1 .... " 21 1 ".".,

1 
...... """1 ...... 

1 

...... , ..... " ........ ," .... "'" 50 2°1 ..................... \ ....... .. 
99 Grand TnmtyR,ver (outSlde)".................... ...... I! 1 ... ". 2 2 ..... " .... """ ................... """I"'" ...... 150 ..................................... .. 

'iOOITr~nity Bay ....... " .. " .............. " .. " ............ ".... 3' 3 ."". 31 2 .... " ...... """ ..... "" ........... · ..... 1...... ...... 340, 50 ............................... u 

]'Oll polDt? de~ Monts .. : .......................... "" ... ,,·1 .... ' 41 2
1"""1 .... ·, .. ·,,1"""'"''''1''''' I ...... I· .... ·' .. · .. · .. ·!· .... ·, ........ " .. I ........ · , .... .1. ..... , ......... [ ................. . 

mi~·:l~~"t!~:~ k"i~~:~~:·:·::::::::::::::·::::::·::::::r:':: ~ ~ :::::. ~ ~I::::::,:::::: :::'::1:::::' :::::r:::::::::::::: ::::::1:::::: ~~ ::::::1:::':: ::::::::: ::::::::.\::::::::: 
]1.04 G'.Jduuut l\i~c!' (with the fly) ........................... ,,! 3 2, ...... , 3 3 ...................... 1 ........ ,8, ................................ "", ••• , ............................ . 
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COUNTY OF SAG UENAY.-Cvll I"i/u,d. 

I . . - 1 I j 1 , I . 1 ; I i 1 ,I] 111~ 11 I ': I .I] l.l I ': . I I~ I I c.. ! 
~ .. I ~ Ul a ..r:l .... ..:4 ~ Ul to a ..... ..!:d I bD I SOl r:: __ 

XOj ::um:; OF PLACE. 111:a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Im I'B I i .~ I ~i ! I~ I E I ~~III I ~ I ~ I ~.~ 1 b.~ 
I 

~ ~ tj:I II.l tP ~ 8 . JJ I ~ 'a Io-O~ 8 ] ~§ ~ 1 ~ to..;; ocr:;~ 
'0 ~ ~ ~ "0 ~ <0 _ <0.9 <c; ~ ~ ~ e; <0 '0 ~ <0 'o.§"O <0 ~ l ~ ~ ~ 

I 0 0 0 0 ~ 0 0 0& :i 0 0 o~ cl 0$:1 0 o~ 0 0 0 ~a is -I--------�~I~ ~,~I~I~,:-~I~,~~I~~I~I~\~,~!~~I_o I~ 
105IManiCOUagaD ........................................... 1 ...... 1 6 41 ... ..1

1 

...... ·· .. ·1 .......... ·1 ...... 1 ...... · .... .1.· ...... ·1 ...... 1 ...... 1 21 ......... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 ......... \ .... \ 
106 Ber,imis River ................................................ 25 ...... I ................................... , ............ ! .................................... 1...... ...... 13UO :::: ... :. '.::.:::: 

I 
ISLAXD OFAXTICOSTI. I I I 1 I 1 I i

l 
I I / 1 I 1 I 

107 South-west PoiDt......... ............. ... ........... ...... 10

1 

8 ...... 201 7 ..... 1...... ...... 2 ...... ......... ...... 4 10 ..................... I 150 400 
108 EDglish Head ............................................ I...... 12 91...... 24 41 .... · ...... ...... 21 ............... \ ............ \141 .............. 1· ...... I 150/ 4571 ...... 50 
ml,~I:;I~~'k~;'.~.~.~~::::::::::.:.::::::::.:::::::::.:.:::::::1:::::. ~ ~I::::::I ~~I ~I'''''i ..... ~1 .... ·:1· .... 21:::::: :::::::::1::::::1::::::11~1 ::::::::: ::::::1::::::1 :::::::::1 m

l 
~~ 

111 Cow PoiDt................................................ ...... 6 3...... 12 5 .......... ·1...... 1...... ......... ...... ..... 31......... ..... ...... ......... 300 60 
112 MaD,drol!e River..................... ...... ...... ..... ...... 5 4

1
...... 10 4 ...... 1 ...... 1 ...... I......... ...... 4 9 ......... ...... ...... ......... 450 50 

Il3 Salmon River ........................................... ·1 .. ·· .. 1 11 1 ..... 1

1
.... .. .... I...... ..... . .................... ,...... 3 ...... I 50 ...... I.... I .. ·· ..... I ......... , ........ . 

g~I~~~J.~~~··Ri~~~.:::.:::::::::::::::::·:::::.:::.::::::::1 ::::::1 .... ·: ~I :.:::: 1~, ..... ~ :.:::: ::::::1 ::::::I .... ·~I ::::::1 :::::::: .. :::::\ :::::: "'~'~I: ...... 7·01:::::·1:::::: :::::::::I ..... ~~.~ ...... ~.~ 
m ~~;;~~i i';~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::.: .. ::::::::::::::: :::::: ..... j il :::::. i, ::::: ::::::1:::::: :::::'1 :::::: 1 ::::::1:::::::::1:::::: I :::::: :::::: 1~~I'''i'31 :::::·I·::::::::\ ...... i·21 ::::::::: 
"'I "'" "w'~:;~::::.:.:::: ::::::.:::::::: l"iil'ii -.i.1"ii; -.i.1;:;I=;;I=;;I"iiI"ii!~1 ~1=;I:C;;i:;;;I~I~I=I::;;~ I ::;;;;1:::;;;; 

<:J1 
Q'> 
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COUNTY OF BONA VENTURE. 

'

I 1 m I ! I ~)'. ~ j .i-I] f-I-'~ I'~ ~ I ~] 1.'1 ~ m I~ .; I '_COD. 
"i a 0 ~ 1-0 ~ W U a 1=1 Cl) 0 a (.) .9 0 ~ 1 0 

',.d • ,. 1 t 
No. NAME OF PLACE. ~ :a ~ :§ ~ ~ -g a 'S :a 'a ~i '"g a ~ ~a ~.z e 1 ~ ~.gn ~.5° 

: ,a ~ ~ ~ -;1 u le.-. 00 ~ ~ -a .... ~ I u <.-0 ,.d ~ g , (pi ! ,.0 I ~ oo~ <~ 
, ! ! !,! I ! I ~ I ~ :.~ 1 ~ ! ! I ~ l ~ 1: ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ 'I~ ~ 1 ! 1 ~ g :8" I H z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z Z Z 0 oil 

--: Ristigo::-River .. ==== = = -:1='-:'-: = =1= =,= = = =I~ -::-1=1='=1= = 

! ~~!E~.~::~~:~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ..... ~ ..... ~ ~~~I···¥~f 1~~ :~~ :::::: ::::::. :::::i :::::: :::::: ::::::::: :::::: :::::~I ~~~ ;~~~! ::::::i :::i'il ::::::::: ::::::::: ::::::::: 
5

1

New Richmond and Black cape··.·················

I

······ 9 9,...... 18

1

10 ............ /...... 1 ...... •........ ...... ;1
1 

9 97H 121............... 54 90 
6 Littl. and Grand llonannture............. ......... ...... 65 65 ..... 130 82 ..... ...... 25 11 .•••• ,......... ...... H 65

1 

311 ...... .. ... , ........ 1 780 1950 
7 New Carlisl. ............................... ..... ..... 3 9 9 15 18 11,...... ...... 5 4...... ......... ...... , 9 ..................... I......... Hol 120 
8 Pasp~biac......... .................... ...... ...... ......... 6/ 37 25 24 741 209 ...... ..... 15 9 ...... ........ ..... 22 ~; ......... ..... ...... ......... 500 SOD 
9 ,Nouv.n.(below) ........................................... 36 13 ...... 72

1

45 .................. 1 ...... 1 .............. ·1 I ............................ 1160 312 
10 Shidouac ...................................... ........... ..... 16 7...... 32 20 ............ /...... 2 ...... I..... .. ...... 1 32........ ..... ...... ......... 200 200 
lllPort D.niel ...... · ........ · ................ · ...... · ...... ·I .. · .. · 45 31 .... 1 90 60,.... ...... ...... ·1 ...... ......... ...... 2 7·1 S59 ...... · .... ·1 .. ·...... 940 408 

12 Ans •• ux Gascon ...................................... =1~I~i= ~I~I= = =1_9 
= :::::.:.::.:I='~ ~ :::::.:.::.: = = == ~ ~ 

TotaL............................... 15 282 601
/ 

76 744 89a ..... 1 "'1 40 41
1 

..... 1 ..... · .. 1 .. ·.. n ~(I611058 121 16 ...... 5324 4880 

~---------- COUNTY OF GASPE. 

1 Newport ....... : ........................................... · .. ·1 70 621 .. · .. · ~~·I...... ...... 121 ...... 1 ......... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1140\ 4S-I· .. ··' .... I ........ ·1 20501 2000 
2 Grand and Llttl. Pabos....... .... ........... ...... ...... 74 GO ...... ]·1. .4 ...... ..... ..... 13 ...... ......... ...... ..... 150 516 ...... ...... ......... 2170 IS00 
3 Grand River (with the fly)............ .............. ..... ...... 3..... 2 ...................................................... , ............... , ............... \ ......... 1 ...... .. 
4 Little River (West) ........................................... /106 811 ..... 212 120... . ...... ...... 18 ..... ,......... ...... 1°1212 280 I...... ...... ......... 3040 2650 
5 Anse dn Cap......... ........................... ......... 3 82 1 J 17 Ho! 100 ...... ...... ...... 121...... ......... ...... ...... 120 ......... ...... ...... ......... 3890 1800 
6 Littl. River (East)..................................... ...... 28 28 ...... 56 35 ..... ...... ...... 6 ...... ......... ...... ..... 60 ......... .... ..... • ....... 1200 700 
7/Anse a B.anfils ........................................ 1 ...... 39 39...... 78 48 .................. /121 .......... · .... 1 .... 1 .... · 90 1 ................... 1 ......... \ 28001 1200 
8 Perco ..................................... .................. 1/157/125 2 314 2,0 ..... . .... ..... 30,...... ......... ...... 151460 150 'I ..................... 13460, 2600 
9 Bonaventur. Is:and......................... .... ...... ...... M 60

1

...... 128 95 ...... ...... ...... 4 ..... .. ....... 1 ...... 1 6 192 .................... I.. ...... 580011600 

~~lg~fnnd:·B~:~~~.::·.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::/.::::: ~~ ~~ :::::: ~~ ~~ :::::. ::::::/::::::1 ;1:::::: ::::::::: .:::: :::::: ~~""ii:ii" :::::: ::::::::::::::::1 m ~~~ 
12 Barachois................................................... 21 2111~1 20 421 is/ .................. I 4 .............. ·1 .. · ...... 63\ 35S I .. · ........ I ..... ··.. 1400, 900 
13 Ben. An'.......... ............ .......... . ...... · .... ··1...... 12 1.

1

...... 24 6 ............ I 1 1

1 

............... ,...... 2 36 ......... ...... ...... ......... 700

1 

300 

~~ lft~I~:::r;~ .. P~·i;;;::::::: ::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::: :::::: !~ ~t::::: ~~! :~ :::::: :::::. ~ i :::::: ::::::::: ::::: ~ m ... ~.~~ .. :::::. ::::: .... :::::: m~ m 
16/Chien Blanc· ...... · .......... ·• .. · .......... · ...... · ...... I· .. · .. 1 12) 121 ...... 24/ 15/· .... ·, .. · .. ·/ .... ·1 1/ .... 1......... ...... 2 241 ......... 1 .......... ,......... 5231 300 

01 
00 



COUNTY OF BONA VENTURE. 

~ \ III .so l-g .~ \ j I ~ ~'.; ·I! ~ I ! I ~ 11 I 'ii I'~ liJ ~ Xl I ~ ,== ~ \ ~ ~ ] I] § - ~ ~ ""0 ~ ~ ..d ~ "g ~. ~ _ "; - Si -- . 
NO.\ ';l I';:: =- ~ 8.0 '" i>< E-I Ul E-I I"l 0:; 'g UJI 1:::1 ""I 0

l
::l" 0 ,; s:; e '" ~ .a REMARKS. 

~ II"l I I I I 100" I I I I I I I I I I I I" I I I I 11 ;; /1 ~ 11 "I I "I il I I I t/;I U,I 1·... tll m tJl <Il 00 Ul 17.1 W Ul al } 00 !1.l s:: 00 ~ w 1:1 00 s:l ..d 

_I l ~ I] I ] i~]!] \] I] 1 ] I] I] I_]~! j I ~ I_~'ii I j 1]!I]!j]~I]!! ~ 1---------
1 ................................................. ..1\ 216il ............ , ......... 1 ......... 1 ....... 1

1 

1601 ......... 1 ...... ', ...... , ..... 1,~5001 ...... 1 Arrival of fish in the Connty of Bona-
i :::::: :::::: · .. ··6 6~~~ ;'000 :::::: ': .. :. :::::: ~~i :::::: ::::::::::::::. :::::::J::::::::: ...... ;iol:::::::::I;;oo·o "6iio '20,i :::::: ::::::Iventure:-
~ ..... ...... 5 59001000...... ...... ...... ,0 ...... 51 ........ · ......... 1' ........ I· ................ 11000 200

1

200 ...... 1...... Cod.: .................. 27th May:. 
D 4 3 4 1500 570...... ...... ...... 57! .,\ ................................. j.......... 78
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23 RimouskiandB.rn.M Island ........................... , 5 S ...... 10 31...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ........ ...... ...... ...... 30' ...... 12S ......................... .. 
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GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 
Number of fishing boats, of fishermen, of shore hands, of fish taken, of aeins, of nets, and of brush weirs, quantity of cod liver oil, of whale 

oil, of seal oil, of porpoise oil, in the Counties of Bonaventurc, Gaspe, a part of Rimouski, the County of Saguenay (including the Coast 
of Labrador, the North Shores of the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the Island of Anticosti.) 
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EXTRACT 
From the Log-book of the Government schooner La Ganadienne, for the season 

of 1867. 

Date./ H. M. /1 Date.' H. M. 
May 17 Left Quebec .....••...•••.••• 7 30 p.m. June 8/Left Cape ~Ioule ...•••••••••• 10 I~ a.m. 

" 17 Anchored at St. Patrick's Hole. 9 30 p.m'l " 8 Anchored lD Amherst Harbour. 1 2~ p.m. 
" 10 .eft St. Patrick's Hole....... 7 00 a.m. 11 "12 Left Ar herst Harbour........ 6 20 p.m. 
" IS/Anchored at Fointe nux Pins .. 1 00 p.m. "12 Ancbored in Basque Harbour .• 6 45 p.m . 
.. 19 LeftPointe aux Pins .••••...• 7 30 a.m. "13'Left Basque Harbour •••..•••• 6 ~O a.lD. 
"19/Anchored off River Ouelle )/ J3IAnchored at Cape MouIc .••.. 7 5 a.m. 

Point ........•..••..... ,. 1 30 p.m. 14 Left Cape Moule .... . . . . . • .•. 5 50 a.rn. 
" 19 Left River Ouelle Point ...... G 15 p.m. / 14 Anchored iu Amherst Harbour. 6 5 R.rn. 
" 20 Anchored at Hare ]gland ........ ~ 00 R.m'll alLeft AmherstHarbour ••••••.• 4 15 p.m. 
" 20lLeft Hare Island ....•••••.. ,. 530 a.m. i4/Anchored at Entry Island •••• 4 50 p.m, 

21/Anchored off the wharf at Ri- 1 14 Left Entry Island .....••..... 6 30 p.m. 
mouski.. ••.•.•....•••..•. , 3 00 a.m., 14 Anchored in the Basin (Amherst 

22!Left l(iJIlouski. .••... , .....••.• 7 35 a.m. I Islandl ................... 10 30 p.m. 
22 Anchored at Barnahe Island .. 2 25 p.m. "14 Left the ·BIlsin ............... 11 30 p.m . 

• , 241Left Barnabe Island ......... 10 00 p.m./, "15 Anchored atMiscou •••.••••.. 6 00 p.m. 
25 Anchored again at Barnabe " 16 Left Miscou ................. 1 Hi a.m. 

I Island •... ,. .......... .•. . .. 1 00 a.m. I "17 Anchored off Maria .••.• " • ••• I 20 a.m. 
25 Left Barnabe Island .......... 5 15 a.m. "17/Left the offing at Maria .•..•• , 5 45 a.m. 

" 26/Anchored at Pointe des Monts. G 00 a.m'll "17 Anchored at Maria .............. 6 35 a.m. 
" 27 Left Pointe des Monts •••.••.• 3 30 a.m. I lSILeft Maria .................. 8 50 a.m. 
" 27 Anchored at Oape Cbat ....... 7 45 a.m. IS Anchored at New R<ichmond ... l0 30 a.m . 
• , 27 Left Cape Chat .............. 11 50 a.m. I 18 Left New Richmond .......... 7 40 p.m. 
" 27 Anchored at Ste. Ann. des " 19 Anchored at Paspebiac .......... 5 45 !L.m. 

Monts .................... 045 p.m." "20!Left Paspebiac ................ 6 10 p.m. 
" 27

1

Left St •. Anne des Monts ..... 6 10 p.m. 21lAnchore<l in tbe Bay at Port 
" 2S Anchored at Fox River •••.•• 3 30 a.m.1 Daniel .................... 8 35 a.m. 
" 28 Left f'ox River ............... 9 5 ".m. 'I "211Left Port Daniel. ............... 2 00 ".m. 
" 28 Brought to and landed at 11 21 Brou6Lt to and landed at the 

Cape Rosiers ................... 1030 a.m. ! Islets (Newport) ........... 3 35 p.m. 
" 2S Lelt Cape Rosiers .................. ll 00 a.m., "21 Left the Islets ............... 5 00 p.m. 
" 28 Anchored at Grande Grave ..• 1 00 p.m. "21lBrOUght to at Grand Pabos .... 5 30 p,m. 
" 28 Left Grande Grave .............. 4 00 p.m'/'I' 21 Anchored at Grand Pabos ...... 7 15 p.m . 
.• 28 Ancbored at the entrance of 21 Left Grand Pabos ............ 8 00 p,m. 

Gaspe Basin .............. S 45 p.m. I 22 AncLored at Grand River ..... 6 10 a.m. 
" 29 Left ~he entrance of Gaspe . I" 24ILeft Grand River .•..••.•.•••• 3 00 a,m. 

BIISlD ........................ 1 10 p.m.· 2 ~IAnChored at Cape Cove ...... " 35 a.m. 
" 29 Anchored in Gaspe Basin .... 1 2" p.m.,1 "24 Left Cape Cove .............. 5 00 p.m. 
" 31 Left Gaspe Basin ............ 3 10 p.m'

l 

24 Anchored at Perce .•..••....• 7 30 p.m. 
If 31 Anehored at Douglastown •... 8 00 p.m. IC 25 Left Percc ........•........... 420 n.m. 

June 1 Left Douglnstown ........... 5 10 a.m. "26lAnchored •• tthe South Point of 
" ,1lAnChored at Point Peters .•.•• 1 45 P.",.! Anticosti ................. 5 15 p.m. 
" 2 Left Point Peters .••...•..••• 2 30 a.m, I "27 Left South .Point ofAnticosti ... 10 45 p.m. 
" 2 Anchored at Perce .•..•••••• 5 45 a.m. "28 Anchored at Perce.. •••• , •••• ,10 20 p.m. 
" 2 Left Pcrce .................. 9 00 p.m./ "30 Left Perce ....................... 3 30 p.m. 
" 3 Anchored at Paspubiac .•.•••. 7 )0 p.m. I "30 Anchored at Point Peters, .... 4 15 p.m. 
" 41 Left Paspcbiac ............... 10 30 p.m. " 30 Left Point Peters .............. G 10 p.m. 

5 Anchored at Entry Island 'I "30 Anchored ill Gaspe Basin ........ 10 00 p.m. 
(Magdalcu Islands) ........ 10 00 p.m'l July 5 Left Gaspe Basin ...... , ..•••• , 7 30 a.m. 

" GILeft Entry Island ............... 4 00 a.m. I " G'Brought to and landed lit 
G Anchored at Amherst Island .. 9 00 a.m. Grande Grave ............. 9 15 a.m. 

" G Left A mherst Ialand.~ ........ 4 25 p.m. ." 5 Left Grande Grave .............. 10 45 a.11I. 
6

1

AnChored at Grindstone Is- I " G Anchored at Jupiter River 
laud ...................... 5 10 p.m, (Anticosti) .................... 6 10 p.m. 

C Left Grindstone Island ...•••• 5 50 p.m. I " 6 Left Jupiter River ..••••.•.•• 5 00 R.m. 
G Anchored in 'pleasant Bay .... e 10 p.m'll 61Anchored at the Soutll-west 
7

1
Left Pleas~nt Bay .•••. , •• , •• 5 50 a.m. Point of AnticoRti. •••••• ,. 6 15 a.m. 

7 Anchored lD House Harbour •• 1 50 a.m./ " 6 Left the South-west Point •••• 9 35 a.rn. 
" 71Left House Harbonr •..•• , ••. 10 00 a.m'

l 

" 6lAnchQred in Mingan Harbour .. 9 20 p.m. 
" 71AnCbored lit Cape Moulc ...... 10 20 a.m. "B Left Mingau Hllrbour ........ 2 00 p.m. 
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EXTRACT from the Log-book, &c.-Oontinued. 

, I1 1 Date. I H. M. Date. H. M. 
July 8 Anchored at Long Point •....• 3 40 p.m. Jnly 21 Anchored in Bonne Esperance 

" 0IL.ft Long Point ..•..••..• , ••• 5 00 a.m'll Harbonr ........................... 6 20 p.m. 
" 9 Anchored at Riv .. SI. John .•. 10 30 a.m. " 21 Left Bonne Esperanc. Harbourl1 30 p.m. 
u 9/Left River St. Johu ........... 2 30 P m. " 24 Anchored at Perce .............. 1 50 a.m. 
" 9,AnchOJ:,ed at Mingan Harbour. 5 15 p.m'l

l 

"24 Left Perce ........................... 3 45 )l.m. 
" 9

1

L.ft MlDgan Harbour .......... 5 45 p.m. " U Ancbored at Point Peters ...... 8 45 p.m, 
" 9 Anchored at Esquimaux Point 8 40 p.m. "~5 Left Point Peters .................. 4 15 a.m. 
" 91Left Esquimaux Point ......... 9 45 p.m'll "25 Brougbt to and land.d at 
le 10 Anchored off Grand Watshee- Grande GrQ.ve ................. n 1 45 B.m. 

sboo River. . • . .... .... . . •. 2 30 p.m'l "25 Left Grande Grave ............... 9 30 a.m. 
" 10 Left Grand Watsbeeshoo River 5 00 p.m. " 25 Ancbor.d in Gasp" Basin •.... 2 15 p.m. 
" 10 Anchored at Nabisippi •....•• 10 00 )l.m'l! "25 Left Gasp" Basin .................. 6 55 p.m. 
" 11 Left Nabisippi ............... 7 OOa.m. " 27 Ancbor.d at Quarantine Island, 
" 11 Ancbored at River NatasbquanlO 40a.m. I I Riv.r Miramichi ........... 8 00 p.m. 
" 12 Left the River Natashquan .... 4 15 a.m. I "28

l

Lett Quarantin. Island ....... 9 30 a.m. 
" 12 Anchored at the entrance of II "28 Anchored at Chatham ........... 0 12 p.m. 

Natashquan Harbour •..•••• G 30 a.m. " 31 Left Chatham ..•••• '" •.•••• 4 30 p.m. 
" 12 Left entrance of Natashquan.. 11" 31 Anchored at Newea.tI ....... 6 40 p.m. 

Harbour .................. li 4, a.m.IAug. IILeft Newcastle .............. 4 00 p.m. 
" 12 Anchored in Natashquan Hal'· " 1 Anchored at Chatbam •••••••• 5 00 p.m. 

bour ..................... 7 20 a.m.! " 31Left Chatham ............... 1 15 p.m. 
12 L.ft Natashquan Harbour ..... 7 45 p.m. 3 Anchored in Miramichi Bay .... 5 30 p.m. 
13 Brought to and landed at Little 11 4 Left Mir"michi Bay ......•.•• 7 10 a.m. 

)focattina.. ..... .... ...... 2 00 p.m. "4lAnchored sII' the Mill (Amherst 
13 Left Little MecatHna ......... 3 10 p.m.1 Island) .................. 11 5 p.m. 

"13lBrOUght to and Irmded at 11 " 5 Left the Mill ................ 10 15 a.m. 
Whale Head .............. 4 00 p.m. "5

l
ADChored in the Basin (Amherst 

u 13 Left Whale Head ............ 6 10 p.m. I Island) .: ................. 4 20 p.m. 
" 131Brougbt to and landed at Murr 1I Cl 5 Left the BaslD. ... ...... .. ... 5 45 p.m. 

Rocks ...... o ••••• 0 ........ 7 30 p.m. (C 5 Anchored at Entry Island •... 10 00 p.m. 
" 13 Left Murr Rocks ............. 8 10 p.m. 6

1

Left Entry Island ••...•.••.• [) 20 n.m. 
" 131Anchored at Sheep Bay ••••.• 10 40 p.m., " 6 Anchored at Amherst Barbour J 20 p.m. 
" 141Left Sheep Bay .............. 10 00 a.m. I " 1 Left Amherst Harbour .••..•• 4 40 p.m . 
• , 14 Brought to and landed at la Ta- 1 Anchor.d at House Harbour .• 5 40 p.m. 

, 
batiere .................. 11 30 a.m. 'I " 81Left House Harbour ••••••..• 4 30 p.m. 

" 14 Left La Tabati"re ..••.••.•. 1 10 p.m. 8 Anchored in Pleasant Bay •.•• 9 20 p.m. 
" 14 Brought to and landed at Salt I ~ Left Pleasant Bay. • .• • .• •.•• 7 20 a.m. 

I 
Lake ..................... 2 00 p.m. "9lAncbored at Entry Island ...... ll 45 a.m. 

" 14 Left Salt Lake .............. 2 40 p.m. "9lLeft Entry Island .••••..•..•• 455 p.m. 
" 14 An<ohored at Facteau's Foun- " 11 Anchored near Pictou Island ... 1 00 a.m. 

I 
dry ...................... 3 20 p.m. I "HILeft Pictou Island .•.....•••. I 15 p.m. 

" 14 Left Facteau's Foundry •••.•.. 4 10 p.m'!1 11 Anchored at Pictou .••.••• '" 3 15 p.m. 
" 14 Anchored at Kikapoe Harbour 5 15 p.m. I 14 Left Picton ................. 4 15 a.m. 
" 151Left Kikapoe Harhour •.•••••• 3 40 p.m'

l 
"l4 I

I

AnCbored at Charlottetown .... 11 15 a.m. 
" 15 Anchored sgain in Kikapoe I "16 Left Charlottetown •...••••.• 2 00 p.m. 

Harbour ................. 6 6 p.m. " 18 Ancbored at Paspebiac ....... 6 45 a.m. 
" 16 Left Kikapoe Barbour •.••.••. 4 00 a.m. I "20

l
'Left Pasp6biac .............. 5 10 a.m. 

" 161Anchol'ed a~ Whale Head, at I" 20 Anchored at Port Daniel •••••• 10 20 a.m. 
I Pecacboo ................ 9 35 a.m. " 20 L.ft Port Daniel ............. 3 25 p.m. 

" 16 :Jeft Whale Head, Pecflchoo.11 45 a.m. "201.A.ncbor.dattheentranc.ofthe 
" 161,Anchored at St. Augustine .•• 8 00 p.m'l I Straits of Shipagan ......... 7 30 p.m. 
" 18 Left St. Augustine ••••.•.•••• 2 36 p.m. " 21 Left the entrance of the StraIts 
" 19 Anchored at Blanc Sablon ..... 4 00 a.m. of ShipagBon .............. 1 .. a.m. 
" 20 Left Blanc Sablon ........... 4 5 a.m'l "21 Ancbored at Cape Cove ...... 6 45 p.m. 
" 20 Brought to and landed at Long 1/' 22 Left Cap. Cove. ... ... • ... ... 6 10 a.m. I Point .................... 9 00 S.m. " 22 Ancbored at P.rce ......... S 30 a.m. 
" 20 T,eft Long Point ............ 9 15 a.m. " 23 Left Perce .................. 0 45 a.m. 
" 20/_>" .hored at I'lle sux Perro· '1 "23 Brougbt to and landed at Point 

, Jets .................... 3 10 p.m'l· I Peters ................... 9 30 a.m. 
" 20 Leir l'I1e aux Perroquets....... 1 45 p.m. " 23 Left Point Peters... . •.• • •.•• 0 30 p.m. 
" 20lAllchored in tbe Harbour at 1 "23lBrought to and landed at 

I 
Bradore Bay ............... 9 30 p.m. 11 Grande Grave ............. 2 00 p.m. 

" 21 Left the Harbour at Brador. . I" 23iLeft Grand. Grave. • .. . . . • •• 3 00 p.m. 
Bay .... ,. ... .. ~: .. 'H~" ............ 3 30 p.m. u 23 Anchored at Douglastown .... 3 25 P m. 

, 
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EXTRACT from Log-book, &c.-Gontinued. 

Date., H. M. I' Date. H. M. Aug23 Left Douglastown .•.•.•.••••• 5 00 p.m. Sept26 Brought to Bnd landed at 
" 23 Anchored at Gaspe Basin •••• 6 45 p.m; Whale Head, Pacachoo. •••• 9 00 a.m. 
" 25\Left Gasp6 Basin •..• , ••••••• 11 40 n.m. 11 ,. 26 Left Whale Head, Pacachoo ... l0 15 a.m. 
" 25 Anchored at l'Anse Brillnnte •. 8 00 p.m. " 26 Broul(ht to and landed at la 
" 261Left ('An se Brillante •..••.... 6 00 a m, Tabatitlre .................... 0 45 p.m. 
" 26 Anchored at Point Peters ••••• 7 00 n.m. '1 "26 Left la Tabatiere ............ 2 20 p.m. 
" 26 Left Point Peters ............. 8 00 a.m. I "26 Brought to and landed at 
,. 261Anchored at Cape Rosiers •••• 6 45 p.m., Whale Hend, :Uacattin,;, •••• 4 20 p.m. 

271Left Cape Rosiers •••.•••.... 9 30 a.m. " 26

1 

Left Whale Head, MacattIDa ... 5 35 p.m . 
• , 27 Anchored at Griffin's Cove .... ll 45 a.m. I 27 Anchored at the River Natash-
" 27jLeft Griffin's Cove •.••••••.•• 5 00 p.m'l quan ..................... .. ..... 3 40 p.m. 

27 Anchored in Great Fox River. 7 10 p.m. "27 Left the River Natashquan ...... 5 30 p.m. 
28 Left Great Fox River ••••••.• 11 60 a.m. I 27 Anchored in Natashquan Har-

" 29

1

Anchored at Montlouis .••..•• 8 00 a.m. I bour ............................ 6 30 p.m. 
" 31 Left Montlouis .............. 2 00 p.m. " 29 Left Natashquan Harbour ...... 9 30 a.m. 

Sept. l lAnchoredatSte.AnnedeMonts 2 00 p.m." "30 Anchored at Esqnimaux Point. 8 00 a:m. 
" 2 Left St. Anne de Monts .•.•.•• 10 45 a.m. " 30 Left Esquimaux Point... .• ..... 2 00 p.m. 
" 2 Came back and anchored at the " 30 Anchored at Mingan ............... 3 30 p.m. 

I same place ................ 0 05 p.m. Oct. zILertMingan ........................ 6 30 a.m. 
u 21Again left Ste. Anne de Monts 1 15 p.m'l " 2 Anchored at Long Point ......... 7 5 a.m. 

2 Anchored one mile below the " 2 Left Long Point .............. 9 15 a.m. I River at Ste. Anne de Monts 7 45 p.m. "2 Anchored at River St. Johu .... ll 45 a.m . 
• , 3

l
Y,eft the last a~lChorage ...... 6 00 a.m. 2 Left River St. Jobn ............ 2 15 p.m. 

3 Anchored agllln......... .••• 7 45 R.m. 2 Anchored at Ramhler's Cove ... 4 30 p.m. 
3 Left again .................. 9 45 a.m. "3 Left Rambler's Cove ....... _._. 6 20 a.m. 
31Anchored at Cape Chat ..•... 11 15 am. "3 Anchored at Thunder River .... 1 00 p.m. 

" 31Left Cape Chat •...••••...•.• 11 20 p.m. "3 Left Thunder River .............. 6 00 p.m. 
4 Anchored at Mngdalen River •• 10 20 a.m; 41AnChored in Gaspo Basin ...... 1 00 p.m. 
4 Left Magdalcll River ••.•..... 0 25 p.m'l " 7 Left Gasp" Basin ................ 9 30 a,m. 
4 Anchored at Grande Vallee .... ~ 15 p.m. 7 Brought to and landed at 

" 4Y,efeGrandeVnllee .......... 42o p.m'

l
l GrandeGrave ............... IO 25a.m. 

5 Brought to and landed at C6to " 71Left Grande Grave ............ 11 20 a.m. 
Sauvage ................. 11 19 a.m. 7 Anchored at Malbaie......... 1 30 p.m. 

5 Left Cote Sauvage ........... 11 50 a.m'l

l 
" 7 Left Malbaie...... .......... •••• 3 50 p.m. 

" 5 Brought to and landed at St. 7 Anchored at Perce ••••••••••• 4 40 p.m. 

\ 

George's Cove ............ 0 12 p.m. I " 8 'ILeft Perce... ........... ...... 1 20 p.m. 
" fi Left St.. George's Cove ........ 0 20 p.m. 8 AnchNeti. at Cape Cove .......... :! 15 p.m. 

5 Brought to and landed at 8 Left Cape Cove ............... .... 4 20 p.m. 
Grande Grave ............. 0 3:' p.m. 81Anchored at Grnnd River ...... :6 00 p.m. 

" 5 Left Grande Grave .......... 3 00 p.m "8:Left Grand River ............ 11 !i5 p.m. 
" 5 Anchored in Gaspo Basin ..... 5 20 p.m. ViAnchored at Paspebiac ....... 7 15 a.m. 
u 11 Left Gasp" Basin ............ 4 45 a.m. "10 Left Pasp"hiac .............. 7 40 p.m. 
" 11 Anchored at Perce .......... 9 25 a.m. "11 Anchored at Carleton ........ 6 30 a.m. 
" 11 Lelt Perce .................. 445 p.m. ,. 11 Left Carlet~n ................ 3 15 p.m. 
" 11 Anchored at Bonaventnro Is- I" 11 Anchored at the Missiol1 (Risti-

land ................................. G 55 p.m. gouche) ..... • ........... 9 10 p.m. 
" 12 Left BODlwenturo Island ......... 1 30 a.m. "13 Left the Mission ............. 2 00 p.m. 
" 12.AnchoredatNorthCape(Grosse " 13 Anchored at Carleton ........ 625 p.m. 

I 
Isle, Magdal.n Islands) ....... 6 00 p.m. " 14 Left Carleton ................ 11 45 a.m. 

13 Left North Cape ................... 10 00 a.m. " 14 Anchored at Maria ........... 1 30 p.m. 
13 Anchored at Amherst ............ IO 30 p.m. "14 Left Maria...... ........... 7 00 p.m. 
14

1

'Left Amberst ........................ 3 15 p.m. "14 Anchored at New Richmond ... 8 45 p.m. 
14 Anchored at Cape Moule ...... 5 45 p.m. "16 Left New Richmond .......... r6 20 a.m. 
16 Left Cape Moule ......... , • .••• 1 15 p.m. "16 Anchored at Grand Bonaven. 

" 16 Anchored at Amberst ............ 3 30 pm. tnre River ................... 1 40 p.m • 
• , 17 Left Amherst .................... 1 00 pml. "16 Left Grand Bonaventure River. 5 15 p.m. 
" 17 Anchored at Sandy Hook ....... 6 50 p.m. "16 Anchored at Pasp6biac ....... 9 20 p.m. 
" 18 Left Sandy Hook ............ 0 15 a.m. " 18 Left Pasp6biac .............. 6 15 a.m. 
" 20 Anchored at Wood Island ..... 4 00 a.m'j "18lAnchored at the entranee of 
" 22 Left Wood Island ................ 7 45 a.m. Caraquotte Harbour ........ 8 35 a.m. 
" 22 Anchored I\t Bonno Esperance. 0 10 p.m. I "18 Left the ontrance of the harhour 9 30 a.m. 
" 23 Left BOl!ne Espcranco ............ 9 45 a.m. "18 Anchored in Caraquettc Har. 
" 23 Anchored at St. Augustine ...... 7 30 P.m·11 I bour ......................... 10 30 n.m. 
'1 26 Left St. Augllstine ..... ! ..... 7 ;l0 a.m. " 19 Left Cara'luette JIl!rllour ... " .10 RO n.m. 

,I 
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EXTRACT from Log-book, &c.-Ooncludcd. 

~~~--~~~~~~~-----------~--~~~~-----

~ate.1 H. Y. I nate·1 H. M. 
Oct. 20iAnchored at Perco ................. 2 30 a.m. Nov. 2,Left Kamouraska ............ 6 30 a.m. 

u 20

l
Left Perce................. 5 00 p.m. u 21Anchored at Ste. Anne ....... 9 00 a.m. 

u 21 Anchored near the S .. nd Bank I " 2 Left Ste. Anne ...... _ ....... 4 46 p.m. 
in G .. sp" Bay .............. 0 40 a.m'\1 21Anchored at Berthier ........ 11 5 p.m. 

" 21 Left the Sand Bank ............ 6 50 n.m. I " 3,Left Berthi~r ................ 6 30 a.m. 
" 21~Anchored in Gasp" Basin ........ l0 30 :t.m. "3lAnchored lU the Harhour of 
" 23 Left Gasps B .. sia ............ 1 50 p.m'l Quebec .................. 0 30 p.m. 
" 23 Anchored at Perce ............. 4 45 p.m. 4 8 Sailors discharged this evenio/r. 
" 24 Left Perce ....................... 11 30 a.m. (. 69 Sailors discharged this evening. 
" 24 Anchored at Malbllie ............. 4 00 p.m. I " 6 La Canadienne towed to the Provincial 
" 25 Left Malhnie ................ 2 00 p.m. Steamers' Wharf. Began to land things 
" 261 Anchored at Fox River ...... 1 15 p.m. 1\ from La Canadiennc. 
" 28 Left Fox River .•••••••••...• 6 10 a,m. u 7 Everything has been landed from La Oana-
I< 30IAnchored at Old Bic ......... 4 50 p.m. dienne and stowed away in the Govern-
" 31 Left Old Bic ................ 11 40 p.m. , ment store-houses. The schooner lies at 

Nov. llAnchored at the Pilgrims ..... 1 40 p.m'I' the wharf until the 14th, when she is 
" 1 Left the Pilgims ............. 3 00 p.m. I towed to Dinning's shipyard, and on the 
.. 1 Anchored at Kamourasl!:a ••••• 8 50 p.m. I 16th she is takeu to tbe I'll/ai,. 
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