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‘When modern whaling spfeadito Newerndland iﬁ 1598 one migﬂt-

say it had afrifed at one of the wofld!s.elaseical fishing grounds, V
with'the richest occurrenoe of fish and whaie. The fishefmen from: |

- Biscay, who were Europe's master teachers in whallng, were the first
to find the way. One story tells that thls happened already in 1372
over one hundred years before Columbus' first voyage in 1492 andv

- John Cabot's in 1497.vSome‘years before these voyages Englishmen,

.Bfetﬁohs and Basques fished extensively eff,Ieeland and it would
appear-that this fishing extended west towards Gieenland‘ahd sogfh—
west wards toward the banks of Newfoﬁndland. The name Newfoundiandi'
then Terra Nova (Terre Neuve), covered not only that terfitory'whibh_

~today bears this name, but the whole coast with ad jacent islands

from the New England colonies in the south to the Hudson's'Bay iq§

the north. We have good sources to Show>that the'Basqﬁe fishefmeﬁfv §§ ‘
crossed the Atlantie every summer from aboﬁt 1530.on and up~fo o mrf

year 1600 to fish on a regular basie for fish and whale,eOff,fu~{j ;
Newfoundland., The Qhalers left in June and returned in Deoemberaig‘
In the last ha’lf of the 1500's we also find Dutch, French and ‘

anllsh whallers in the same waters. From then on we aleo know

YN 10.--11 o
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- that whale 0il was uSed by manufacturers of sqap%'
The species of whale found the right whale, was the one
whlch later has most commonly been called the Greenland whale

- (Balaena mysticetus), a very near relatlve of the one which the

Risquays had caught in their oWnAterritoriallwaters, the North

Cape whale (Balaena gracilis Qr biecayensis). It.is highly pro=-

bable that large finback whales were also found;off Newfoﬁndland,j:'

‘but the Greenland whale was the ene songht, probably because it

had the greateet value beeause of the whale;bones and partly be-
cause man was unable to cateh the ether-species._The whale §0pu-

lation decreased sharply off Newfoundland around year’ 1600 and

'AlO7 ﬂwhen Svalbard, with lts_profu81on of right whale.was_dlscovered~in
1596.'The\interest:of the large whaling stations turned this way

-A while the_English colonials-in America began.to catch right whale

in their own territorial waters.

This AmericalloOast‘Whaling was once of considerable import-
ance. Tt began in the 16401 g originating from small fishing vil-
lages (Amagansett, Promised'Land, Sag'HarbOur, and'others) on the
south and east coast of Long Island, further south round Nantucket ’
north fo Provincetown at the northern tip of Cape Cod and off
Glouoeoter. Accordlng to another reference, the whallng was to
“have started from Nantucket in 1614, This harvestlng of right whale
was almost at an end when the Dexp1081ve harpoon" was-lntroduced
about 1870. This resulted in a small revolution in that it made

possible the harvesting of other whale species, probably mainly
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the humpback‘whaie. “Qf the 100 6r-so whaies which were killed_
oy the whéleréiéfuPrOVinéétoﬁﬁ in 1880, onl& three were said o
be humpbacks", the rest were finbacks. The, few statistics avail-
able show that al%o this method could yleld a con81derable harvest.'7
Twentv humpbaoks~were kllled in Prov1ncetown harbour with the |
"eXD1051ve harpoon" in one day (May 1k, 1881), and a total of 48
~ whales were killed the year before. from Wthh 29 925 gallons
of oil were rendéred.'Sold'for 4o cents per gallon, this brought
-in-$ 11,970. Eighteen whales were caught off Gioucester in 1880,
15 in 1881, and ca. 75 in 1882, Affer the_énd of fhe 1880's oniy“
occasional whales were shot (more in 1895 and -96), and the old_
whaiers showed that they had ndt-forgotten their_trédé when thej
for the last time caught-a right whalé off Amagansétt in;1918 If
was rendered at the old oil- and guano-plant in Promised Land but
1t gave only 30 barrels. Coast flshlng predqminated up_untll 1?60,
but from then on ‘the fampus Gloucester, Salem and New Bedford |
whalers began deparfing:on their famous distant excursions, first
on the east side of the COntinent-to.the Davis.strait% Baffin Bay.
and other arctic. oceans, but from the- 1770'5 on also round Cape

‘Horn and up to the Berlng ‘Sea,.

On their way northwards along thé éast side, thé AmericanshA
étopped for a few years along Newfoundland where they carried:bn_
a rather rich whaling of right whale froml1796 fo 1807 along the
gouth coast, in the Hermitage-, Despair- énd-Fortune—Bay éréas;
until it was stopped by the restless'poiitical situation befween

the U.S.A. and England. The whaling was almost at an end by the
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1830's. The local authorities %ried to support the whaling by
offering a prize of $ 200 to the ship which first broughf in their
10 tons of oil or 15 toms of blﬁbber in-the period ‘between May 1
and October 10, Cheered by this, attempts were made along the west
coast with rather good results., But 1t ended with this spurt. The
last right whale was reportedlv caught in 1650.

108

Map of Newfoundland wifh whaling stations. -

However, all whaling off Newfoundland was not at an end., A
single firm continued coast whaling to a lesser extent from 1850

to 1890 from a station along the middle of the south coast, Even
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though the whaling was old fashioned with open roWboass and. hand
harpoons, sevefai,@haies wefe gaught over the years; There afe'no
certain reports about what kinds of Whale were caught. It was pro--
bably mainly small whales because it was reported once that 50 |
whales were oaught in one day. Less likely is the information that
man, with the materials at hand, also should have managed to catch
larger finback whales. The most s1gn1ficant aspeot of this whaling'
was that it was established that larger amounts of blue— and finback-
whales occurred there and that whaling-with modern toolslwould un-
doubtedly pay. off, Only eiéht yeafs passed from the time the old
whaling finally ended and the new one began.B_ o
Whaling sta‘tions in Newfoundland, Labraldor and by thelee
Lawrenoe 1898—19i5; and some later years.

Only the names of the companies which started the stations are’
listed in this table, not the later variable patterns of owner- -
ship. The dates indicate the years in which the stations were
'aotlve‘(1nclud1ng'1nterruptions), not the years that the respec;

tive comoanies ran them, The time intervals are very uncertain

for many tations.21

1. Balaena g Cabot Whaling Co. ................ - 1899—1914. .
2. Snook's Arm : — = i N 1898—1914 -

' 3. Chaleur Bay ~ Newfl. Steam Whaling Co. .......... 1901—1906
4. Rose-au-Rue —m e 1902—1946
5. Aquaforte Anders Ellefsen .............cv000 . 1902—1907
6. Cape Broyle Cape Broyle Whaling & Tradmg Co... 1903—
7. Trinity Bay Atlantic Manufacturing Co. ........ 1904—1914
8. Little St. Lawrence  St. Lawrence Whaling Co. .......... 1903—1906
9. Safe-Harbour Colonial Manufacturing Co. ........ 19041906
10. Riverhead ‘M. Cashin ..........ccooeeiiinenni, 1904— o
11. Harbour Grace Newfld. Whaling & Trading Co. .... 19051906
12. Beaverton . Henry J.Carle ........ccoovvumen, wer 1904—
13. Dublin Bay 4 Mic Mac Whaling Co. 19041914

14. Cape Charles - - Cape Broyle Whaling & Trading Co. 1904—1912 -
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15. Hawke's Bay  Newfld. Whaling & Trading Co. .. 19051913

16. Groais Island Colin Campbell . ........cvvvivvntn 1904

17. Lance-a-Loup Mic Mac Whaling Co. .............. 1904—1905

18. Hawke's Harbour Daniel A. Ryan ....... et 1905—1951, 56—59
19. York Harbour Colin Campbell .............covvvnnns 1905 -

20. Grady British-—Norwegian Whaling Co. .. 1927—1928

21. Seven lslands Norwegian—Canadian Whaling. Co. ..  1911—1915 °

22. Williamsport *  Olsen Whaling & Sealing Co. ...... 1947—1951

23. Cape Broyle Newfld. Whaling Co. (Chr, Hannevig) 1918

24. South Dildo Arctic Fisheries Products Co. ...... 1947—

25. Nova Scotia ~ -~ Karlsen Shipping C. Ltd. .......... 1964—
| | |
The’man“who pursued.the thought of whaling was the Norwegién
Adolf Nilseﬁ ( in English Adolphe Neilsen). He.came.from‘Tdnsberg
and was hired as fisheries supefintendaﬁt\on“Newfoundland sincé
1898, Nilsen, who reportedly knew much about the fishing and

whaling off the Finnmark coast; made the local residents aware

of the fact that whaliné rifeght outside their livingroom doors

could become the same source of wealth for Newfoundland as the
catches from Finnmark were for Norway. But, without Norwegian
equipment and Norwegian whalers this could not be realizedt’the

Newfoundlanders could take over later on., A native businessman,

AJW. Harvey, from an earlier whaling firm, is said to have - en—

couféged Nilsen to proceed. Nilsen travelled to Norway in January

of 1897. He was successful in finding Norwegiaﬁsias shareholders,

With Gustav Hanken, Oslo, as managef, The Cabot Steam Whaling Co.

was founded with partly Norwegian and partly American capital. A
whaling boat called "Cabot", was‘orderéd»fromfAker's Mechanical

Workshop and left for Newfoundland in May 1898 with a Nofwegién \

crew. The station;'which~was also called‘Cabot,.was located in

Snook's-Arm on the ndrth-coast“by Notre Dame Bay. Nilsen, who

- called himself manager, was apparently also the harpoonist becausé‘.




in April 1899 he:feported that '"he cagught as many whales with o
his boat aé the company's owﬂ station could handle"; The starting |
‘capltal for the company was Ca. $ 100, 000. Reports about returns
~vary greatly for the flrst years. The natural hlstorian J.G., Millais
Asay% that the first whale was shot June.25, 1898 near Babot by

captain Haalmar Bull (1859~1927) who got 47 whales that-year; 95
whaies were shot.in 1899, 111_iﬁ 1900 and 258'in 1901, ﬁowever; ac—'::.

cording to the Annual Report the returné weres:

Number Value in $

Whales Barrels 0il ~ Bome . . Total |
1898 . 7 19k  1,3k0 - 2W1 1,561 | |
‘1899 ! 558 1,519 14;439 : 1’167 | 15,606
1900 112 3,096 "34,604 1,824 36,428

Under any circumstances, thélrepoft must be completély wrong
for the first two.years., At the dlrectors' meetlng of the whaling
company, held 3/1 1899, it was stated that "Cabot made out well
last year by catchlng 91 whales even though it had a late start.
At full capacity Cabot could catch 200.wha1es." Bull himself re-
ported to the paper thét he had landed 20 whaleS'by the middle of
%entember 1898 This refers to humpbaclk- and finback— whales which
each gave 4 - 5 tons of oil nothing certaln is said about the others.
When one also got started on the south_coast in 1899 mostly blue
whales were shot there. Year 1903 is the first féér with more
certain figures; #then thé catch was 38% finback whales, 32% hump-
balck whales and 25% blue whales and 4,5% sei whales plus‘l sperm

whale. The relative values halve probably been similar in previous
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years though possibly"with higher numbers of blue whales.

The factory at Snook‘s Arm wals ready in August 1898 and the

operation was led by Adolf Nllsen. It was capabWe of. handling two
whales per day, but only the blCubber was used. There were 23
tanks; the peculiar statement was given about 11 of these " sun-

‘tanks, which contents were exposed to the sphere's rays which

shone through the glass roofs". It appears that one believed that

_sunehlne should contribute to olearlng the o0il and give it a bet~-

ter quality. Pifty natives worked at the station and there wa.s

great joy over the new labour demands for the industry.

"Cabot". The first whaling ship in Newfoundland, 1898,

When large amounts of mainly blue whale were reported in the

-
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. old area in Hermitage Bay on the south coast - "hundredslof

them can be seen from land biEwing in the bay™" - the company -
deeided to. use also this>area.>Then "Cabot" could whale during

the summer eeason, June- October, on theAnorth‘coaSt-and during

- the winter on the south coast. A new station, Balaena, was built
in the spring of 1899 by Bonne Bay on an arm of Hermltage Bay. It

‘was finally COmpleted by the summer, but "Cabot" also shot whales

during the winter. These_whales-were marked with -buoys and left

until the station could handle them. It was'also-decided that a

. slightly larger boat be obtained for the rougher. northern area.

(ThlS boat, "Viking", was dellvered from Nyland's Workshop in .

:19029

Even though the operating costs were disprOportionately high§

the company did earn a little from 1900A6h after initial expenses

were covered. There were enough whales and the view to increased
profits. Yet another‘company was tempted to start, The Newfound—

land Steam Whaling Co. It started its whallng in 190X w1th 1ts

‘base at Reuben's Harbour by Charleur Bay, both on the south coast,

with one boat per qtatlon. The company apparently hadrno Norweglian .

’shereholders, but was supported completely locally. It may therefore

be said to have been the first fully foreign company to adopt the
modern Norwegian whaling method. But also this was cempletely de~.

pendent - on Norwegian materials and Norwegian harpoonists. One of

~these was Nokard Devidsen»(187741908) who was active from 1903 on

for severa] Vears. Whal llng was therefore in full growth on New-
fpundland when the first Norwegian company settled there in 1902,

tempted by tales'of the huge.quantitieslof whele,AThe profits of
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i901 could not have been‘the temptation'beceuee the'two compa; 
nies received 4, 561 barrels to a value of $ 54, 221 from four
stations. In addition, there were 41 tons of bones to a value of
$ 13,350, A relatively good market still exieted for these pro-
ducts in U.S5.A, and England.5

- The authorities had taken steps;to-regulate and.controllthe_
catch and production before the Norwegians got.started. The demand |
for thiq.came.from two sides, those companies which already were
active and wanted to avoid too close a competitlon and from the

fishermen who had the view that the whaling ‘hindered the rich
Afishing. Thie view was far weaker than in Norway. "In the truel
1nterest of the whaling and with a view to hinder a rapld extermi—
nation of the valuable whales, the Department of Pisheries wants
to recommend very strongly that limitatlonépe set on the number

of permits issued... The population was exhausted in 14 years in
‘Norway becaluse of unlimited taking... The example.from Norway
ought to frighten", The statement shows How the fate of the whaling
in Pinnmark and the lack of a timeiy'controi and limitations there
had .consequences far beyond the horders'of the_oountry..We have
seen it in Tceland and in the British Isles and on Newfoundland.

A third argument against the whaling came fron complaints from

the people regarding offensive. smells from the carcasses with -
blubber removed; the fishermen also‘complained_over the fact that.
carcasses drifted into thevfishing nets and ruined them. They also

complained that pursued whales damaged nets.

The law (The Whaling Industry Act) of April 22, 1902 (with

certain additions in the‘following year) established that one
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had to pay_thefvery-high price of $ 1,500 per year for a permit

in ordef.to whale, and the permit was valid for 10 yedrs. A per—

mit could be given to a foreigner, but’ the crew and the workers

at the station had to be Britiéh'subjects; however, foreign’.

svecialists could be used during‘the three first yeafs to teach .
the local pedblef Only one whélingjbbat (but no- towboat) wés'per;
mitted per stétion. Whales could nét be pursuéd or killed closef

thanigne mile from a fishing boat and two miles from shore. A

-carcass with blubbér'removed,which-was not prepared for ferti;izer;-
~ should be towed at least 50 mi1e5~out'to~sea; An officigl inspector

should travel. to all stations every year, keep close control with‘

the_law_andfreport to the Devartment of Fisheries under which

whaling belongéd.T(These vearly reports have been the most import-

ant source for this revort.)0

This Newsfoundland whaling law of 1902 is of great historical
interest because it is_thelfirst ohe known which made whaling de-
pendent on permit gfanted:for a given period, which4established a
permit fee, and which limited the number of whaling boats. It has
without doubt establishéd preéede@ce for_éll laﬁer'similarAlaws.

The same'three:regulations can thus be found in the British “regu—

“lations" for whaling from its coldnies in the Antarctic Ocean;‘

The law concerning pfiorities'for import éwaorkers and the
Very_high permit fee indicate that it was dictated mainly by the
fishermen. Régarding the remaining regulations;Aéoncerning the

limitation on catch, were totally ineffecfiVe;:The coast of New—

- foundland -is a couple of.thousénd'kilometers‘1ong;fit‘COuld give
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: o [
“room for 30 - 4O stations with as many boats with an average \

distance of 50 m11es betweon statlons. Secondly, the law did

not esfabllsh that the catch, as it did-off %hetland be carrled
out farther from the coast. Thlrdly, there was no limit on period
of whaling; there was nothing to prevent whaling the~year arpund.
As it turnead out,the way the law was formulated it made it pos-
sible té "empty" the.area within a few yéars. "The example from
Norway" had not been ffighfeﬁing enough. Ih his report of 1903,
the inspector made an urgent warning apa “inst 1ssu1ng any more
than the eight permits which were already issued. Unfortunately;

nis warning was not heeded and the inevitable happened."

The fhbught of a Norwegian undertaking on Newfoundland is
said to have come from propriefor Ragnvald Berg, Stokke, who dis;-
cussed this with Andreas Dllefqen. They oontraoted a whaling boat

called "Thumber" at Nyland's Workshop and turned 1t over, at tlme

 of del:very, for 85,000 crowns in 1902 to the son of Fllefsen,

'Anders Tllefsen. (1875~1953) whq formally.became 31ngle owner of

the company (The Atlantic Whale Manufacturing Go.) in that he

borrowed the needed starting'capital of 205,000 croﬁns.‘He had

“been to Néwfoundland the year before and been promised permission

by the governor to "estéblish himself on Newfoundland with the

full and equal rlghts of a Brltlsh 01tlzen w1thout any permlt"

The governor had welcomed with joy “that a forelgner wanted to

start a business there. It is told that Anders Ellefsen had been
given ordefs by his authoritative father to proceed with the under-
tékiﬁg. This son was the bnly one -in theAfamily who.wasAnot trained

as a whaller, He was trained to be a goldlsmith with many years
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apprentlceshlp behlnd him both from Norway and from abroad. We

. have met hlS father in Finnmark together with his bvother Hans

on Iceland; = thlrd brother, Ole, was also 1nterested in whallng._

Anderq Ellefsen bullt the statlon at Aquaforte furtheet
south on Newfoundland When "Humber" left Tdnsberg at. the end of
May, 1902,-w;th his brother Henrik as harpoonist, father Andreae
came along. He says proudly, and with good reason, that "i—was
“with my son'and we caught 84 wheles in six weeks"' That makes
two whales per day on the average, an excellent result. A thlrd
son, Arne, came 1n 1904 as harpoonlst and he was only 20 years
old when he shot h;SAflrSt whale. A fourth son, Frlthgof, was
.harpoonist and foreman for his uncle on Tceland for_peefly 20
years. When the fifth son, Georg, started the station Blomfﬁg
by Bergen in 1912, where the father, then 64 years old, shot the

first whale, all flve brothers and their father had entered the

whqllng bu51ness. Besides Ellefsen, a new Engllsh company calledA

Cape Broyle Whaling & Tragding Co. also stacrted in 1903 With’
Admiral's Cove as its‘bese. That'compaﬁy was formed on the 1hth
of March with a ca_pitai of $ 60,000 (Cdpe‘ Bl.'oy'le'lies half way
betweeﬁ St. John's and Cape Race, the most~soﬁtherly_promontory
~on the island_and dreaded'for S0 ﬁany_shipwrecks). The company
opehed another station on the ﬁabrador cgast calledtCape Charles

7

two years.later.

FEllefsen's catch in 1902 was quite good'but not as'good as
" the start had indicated. While 84 whales were caught during the

six weeks following June 17, only 24 more whales were caught

during the rest of the éeasbn giving a fotai of 108 whales or o
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-2, 223 barrels. It proved then and later that the summer months

were the best whallng tlme on -the southeast coast fall was the

best time off Labrador. The quent;ty of rendered 0il was markedly

‘low in spite of the_relatively'high proportion of blue whale'in

the catch. The number of barrels per whale was, for the years
1902-06, 27.7, 2245, 28 and 24.5_respeotively;-This was lower
than for most ofher ereas of thehnorthern'seas._When the oil
return per whale was so- low ofleewfbundlend‘- it did not exceed

28 barrels until 1915, and in the years 1907-11 it wes only 20,8

'on an average for the year - it may have been because the whales

here were eald to be leaner than in the other areas and because
mainly the blubber was used. However,‘most~of the oil was of # 1
grade. Thlq was also because the eatches were made so near the
ooasf thet towing time was short and theihlubber therefore was
of a better quality whenAboiled. It was generally agreed that a
whale cbuld be flensed up to 16 hours after being shot and still
give # 1 01l The total cateh for: all five stations in l902 was
331 whales giving 9, 184 barrels valued at $ 112 859 and bones

valued at % 12,285.8

Anders Ellefsen. . Hjalmar Bull. Nokard Davidsen.

e e oy

EYp—.




: AnyWay, profits'were;promising enough thét-they tempted mahylv
- others to come;-many.too many.WA senseless_speculation‘and'évéfv
taxation of the area ensued with a resultant crash so severe that
no ofher area in the history of whaling can_match-it; Fortyfivé
applicétipns for permits were recéivedfbetween,Decembéf 1902-and
Névember 1903.'Ofvthese, 19-were granted (ihcluding theistations
Awhich already had permits); a total of 14 stations were alreédy
finished bj the starﬁuof the'190b'season, and four ﬁore weré'eé-
tablished the following year. A total of $ 45,000 Was.paid»in
- permit fees auring the three years 1903-05, and*one estimated that
the investment capital exéeeded'oﬁe million dollars .in the latter
year.'The catch reached its peak with 1,275 whales;in 1904 (264 - -
~blue, 690 finback, 281 htmpback, and 40 uncerta in) from which were
.produced 35;766 barrels of o0il worth $'297,415,.2,603 tons bf‘bbnes
worth $ 39,557.and'3,511 tons of fertilizer worth $ 38,981, together
§ 175,953 | - | |
The ihspéctdr géve vivid figures of the hectic beéinning
years in‘his‘reports. of special i@terest to us is the'repoft
from Ellefsen's station where he found the conditions unsatisfactory
in 1903, The flensing deck was too small to prepéfe the whales
rapidly enough; much waste lay about smelling. Complaintsiwere
made thafiwhale carcasses hatd drifted into the:adjgcent Placeﬁﬁia’.
BayAand damaged fishing nets. Ellefsen said.that a 1afgé fertilizer -
-factory would be estaCblished the next yeér o utilize the waSte,
At the time of the inspector's visit on July 30, 190k, 160 whales
had - been sfot. The fertilizer'factofy was then reédy'but evén though

it operated at full_cagpacity'it coﬁld not keep up with the cooking
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plantveven:though some carcasSeS'had been iowed fo the neighbouf4
1ng station and some out to sea. When the inspector found that not

W

enough was done to remove the carcasses, Ellefsen was fined $ 100.

The station at Aquaforte, Newfoundland 1902—07.~The statlon is
in the centre, the store on the rlght and the house of dlreotor

Bllefsen on the hill To the left.

A German—AmeriCah engineer, Dr. L. Rismtiller, is mentiched
often in‘the repqrts-regarding tﬁe great importance cf his method
for making,fertiiizer and feed concentrate. These products Wefe : o |
excellent'and in gfeaf demand. He had some of his own stations with '
cooking factory and fertilizer.plahf as-well assplantsslocated at
other whaling stations where he bought whale caICQSSes..",His.s%étion‘
is the<headquarter or teaching iﬁstitution.for-feftilizer.pro—
duction and at the time of my visitvtwo men were studying there to
be able to take over plants whlch were to0 be opened ",fwrote fhe
~inspector. (It was not possible to. flnd out more about hlS process)
>Before the fertilizer production got started, 0il was of course
also extracted frcm theccarcasses, and it was of sn excellent grade
according to the‘ihspector; "The Nofwegians had for many years ex;

tracted oil from the meat and boncs,~but-it was almost worthless
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‘because the dark colour prevenied_profifable seies. Dr. ﬁismﬁller
was the man who-perfeeted the process so thaf only # 1;911‘15 made;
and when this oil is treated cgemically.it'oen'not be -separated
from fhe natural produet'in any way." Sewenlstatiohs had'a'com—

bined production of 5 000 barrels meat-oil in 190@ It is said

Athat large sums were used for exnerlmentatlon with methods of -

oooklng in Newfoundland., - Millais also mentions many times the
importanoe of Dr.ﬂRisCmuller's discoveries and . that: He has done
more for whaling and for the use of whale produots than any other |
11v1ng man. We owe him for the full utilization of every part of
the whale,_lncludlng the meat, blood and llver,~and parts of the
hide thch were consideredeas.waste only a few years ago."lo

¢

Dr. Rismtller and'his'patents are mentioned so .often and ‘so

forcefully that one cannot overlook the fact that he played a certain’

The whéling boat ”Humberﬁ at Aquaforfemee.wiéob.

role in the‘building of the whaling industry. This is expressed

 even more clearly at the start of the modern whaiing in m905'on'

the west'ooast.of Canada where Rismiiller was called on toxinstall
cooking equipment in the first statiohs and based on his experiences,

gained in Newfoundland., It was stated simply that the‘first

cempany's production could‘net have stertew'oh the west coast
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without his assistance and his "paténted machinery";”His'patented,-

‘drying is the great mystery in the whaling industry." The patents

18

éeemed particularly aimed at utilization of the carcasses without ‘
blubber for the production of fertilizer, but it was also said

that he eXperimentea with an improved refining technique of the

0il for use in finer soaps etc.. According to a newspaper article,

he was also already an expert on makling fertilizer from fish waste

in Germany before he came to Newfoundland., The whaling industry

:was'?not in a healthy situation when he came to Newfoundland._It.

was carried out in a non systematic manner aﬂd-did not pay. But,
things soon changed when Dr. Rismitller came into the business,"
There were finally 21 stations"operating with. the sYStem which :

was oontrol]ed>by him. Bveryone uses the method which he dé&eloped‘"_

It is said that iﬁ was only when the great benefit with his process
had been proven that.one succeeded in obtaining capital to invest

X !
in the whaling off Nveoundland.

Rismliller established his own company,‘Cblonial Manufacturing
Co.,here in 1900 with a fdctpry at Cape Broyle which was not used

25 a wha?ling.base by him but"for‘fhe purchase of carcasses with

'blubber removed. According to Anders Ellefsen's papers, we see

that he sirmed a contragct in 1903 with Rismiiller aboutﬁsale of
whale carcasses. at a price of $ 24»for blue whale,{% 14 for finback
whale, and % 10 for humpback whale. This was a high price in com-

parison to the one pound sterling paid per carcass for .all kinds

" of whales 7 - 8 years 1ater‘in Antarctica, Rismuller's.énterprisés,

oalled<The ish Industriés Co.,'had.a similar contract with Cabot .
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~Steam Whaling Coes A fertilizer plant was built close by the
whallng station in Bonne Bay on the south coast. He has probably

.~\.:

~also done some whaling because a whaling boatahad been contracted
.by him at_a\Norweglan workshop. The boat was called "St Lawrence".
' After the collapse of whacling off New foundland it was transferred
to the.oompény Rieﬁuller helbed start'oh the'west coast. Because

of him, America wae a thlrd place, after Germany and Norway, where
experimentation was done to improve the cooklng technlque and the
complete utilization of the whale. However, none of Rismuller'e

- patents appear to have been used outside of North America. Regard-

ing the collective technical development within the whaling indu-

stry, they can therefore probably not have been of any great conse-

quence., :

As we. shall see 1afer, a'Norwegian captain by the name of
T. TV Gjertsen, ha\ﬁ sold the right to his patent on a side-port
on a floating cookery to an Amerlcan firm beoause he was unable to
form his own oompany; Instead, he’ now got-American capital (the
main sha:reholder'was aopérently fhe railroad'magnate S.W.D. Reed)
of 450,000 crowns. The Company;was°évidentiy called The Atlantic
Wﬁaling & Manufaoturing Co. Ltd. and-if‘began operations from two

stations in 1905, Harbour Grace:on the southeast ooasf'and Hawke's

Bay on the west coast (by Strait of Belle Isle). Two whaling boats,

"Fin" and "Hump", were delivered from Aker's Mechahical Workshop.

'They had Norweglan crews, 10 on each hired for a couple of years

from Tdnsberp and environs, The result was a great dlsapp01ntment
for almost all companies, 49 whales in 1905 and 57 in 1906. Even

though this company could show limited progress, the result for -
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Newfoundland as g whole was a catastrophio reces31on, from 892

whales and. 25, 182 barrels in 1905 to 439 whales and lO 7#0 barrels

in 1906, This meant total rulnatlon for many companies. Stations

-were deserted and the whaling boats were~seld, many to Japan. In

spite of the permit fee being reduCed td $ 750 in 1906 and removed_

altogether the year after, the number of stations shrank and the
fleet decreased to five in 1910. It was estlmated that two mllllon
dollars had been lost by then.i?

’

When one of the whaling boats sold to Japan left St. John's
at New Year's time 1907 with 10 men abdard,lit was probably start-

irig one of the longest voyages .ever made by a whaling boat. "Fin"

?

A group of native workers at the statibn at Aquaforte, 1905,

was only 96 feet long. The trip over the Atléntic, through the
Mediterranean and the Suez Cenal, across the Red Sea, the Indian

Ocean and up to Japan was more than half way around the world. The

Vs"
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captaln was Marius Amundsen. They 1eft Port Said on February 7y

‘but they went aground two days 1ater in the middle of the Red Sea.

The boat oould not move and the people remained on board untll the

\13th; then the captain, together with three sailors (a Dane, a

German and a'Gfeek), took a life boat te'try to reaoh‘land. When
the ouher six did not hear enything~from them in six days, they
left the wreok-iu the other boat. They.rowed for three days in
the boiling heat before fhey reeched iand where sohe beduins.led.
them on camels to Jidda (the port.town for'Meooa). Here Lloyd'ae
agent took care of them ahd sent them on to Aden. They had been
very lucky, said the agent, "because it is exeeedingly rare that
Europeens, who beach on the ooaet~of Arebia,.escape with their
lives". The feur‘others probably did not escape. because eﬁJeXpea

dition found no trace of_them.13

There were several feesons fof the crash of the Newfoundland

whaling. Operating costs uere reiatively high; even in the record

. year.of 1904 only three'companies~showed'a profit and then'ﬁet

- more than 6%. The main reason for this was the strong decrease in

oil prices, from ca. 21 pounds sterling for # 1 in 1901 to 16 poundsl
in 1904 One'year later it fell to between 15 and‘14>pounds and

some had to sell for as low as 13 pounds 10 shllllngs. It helped
lltb]e that the price rose to 19 pounds in . 1906 and even to 23

poundsp1n_l907 when the whale population decllned. It was said in

ethe annual reports that the reason for this was not so much.to-be

blamed on the intense whaling as on the near disappearance of plankton -

off the coast, and- that the whaleAtherefore‘went further out to sea..
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The conditions imoroved somewhat in 19O9IbeCaﬁsé of-moré.plenti— _
ful plankton, and the year might have been a. good one if the oil
prices again ha“d not droppéd all the way to. 17 pounds. The two
next years, 1910 and 1911, were Without doubt the most profitable
for the five remaining Companies..Thé return was oa; 8,200 barrels
each year and'the prioe was relatively good, 22 pounds‘sterliﬁg.
This renewed"prospeot of profits 1ed to 10 stations Starting
operation in.1912. However, when théir oolleotive returns Qeie
only about 8,000 barrels, and the prioe of oil dropped, most of
them closed again. "All operationq experienced 1osses",~wrote the

vice council once more from St. John's "and it is doubtful if the

-whalers will return next season. No. oompany can pay d1v1dends;"'

There were onlv three qtations 1eft in 1915, Hawke's Harbour on
Labrador and Beaverton (northeast) and Rose— au-Rue (southeast) on
Newfoundland The collective oatoh was 141 whales (115 finbacks,:
19 sperms and 7 humpbacks), of which half came from Labrador. Com-
plaints were made that the whales were small and thin; the number
of barrelq per whale was 21, 6, only half of-this year'é catch in

St. Lawrence Ba.y\]l‘L

The station there was rﬁn by a Norwegian company, The Norwegian-

Canadian Whaling Co., which was constituted in Oslo on May 20, 1911

with a share capital of 450 006 crowns and on the initiative of

- shipowner Willy G8rrisen., Among the shareholders were shipowner

Joh, TLudv. Mow1nke1 Bergen, consul Finn Bugge, Tdnsberg, and the

director for Kaldnaes Mechanical Workshop, Harald Henriksen (1872—

1934),»a‘y0unger brother of Henrik N, Henriksen, who became directors.

A very iérge and ekpensive but delapidated plént at Seven Islands




(Sept Isles) on -the north ooast.of St. Lawrence Bay was bought
from an earller Canadisn company. It was renovated w1th modern
equ:pment from Henriksen's Workshlp for the cooking of both blub-

ber and meat and for manufaoture of” fertlllzer. Hans Sdrensen,

Kjdle, became administrator and two whallng boats, "Hauken" and

_"Grlb", were bought from @rnen Co. These ha“d proven ineffective

in the whaling in the Antarctic. (Grib was shlpwreoked in 1914 )
Profltsrwere relatively good; because they started 1atevonly 55
whales and 2,000 barrels werefprooessed, but in the following four
years, 1912—15, the annuval average was an even 84 whales, 3;450
~barre1s of oil and a similarly iarée number of bags of fertilizer.
With the'reasonable'prioes paid for both products,'the operation

probably broké even, but it'probably yielded no profit. Only blue--

. and finback- whaies were caught during the five Vears,‘anOut 1/3

of the largest and 2/? of the 1atter. The relatively large number

of blue whales made the barrels per whale value the hlghest of any

. area in northern seas until then yleldlng LO barrels on the average

 where two large sealhuntlng steamships, "Samson" and "Ngﬁrd" (origin-

" for the five years (1n 1914 43 5). Seal hunting was also attempted

in the last year of 1915. ThlS is probably beoause the company

changed handsj it was taken over by consul. August Fosse, Trondhgem,

ally from Arendal) were bought. Their catch was to be prepared at
the station at Seven Islands,. The idea was thus to extend the
season by hunting seal from Maroh and to May and then go over to
whallng. The attempt was unfortunate, the catch was only ca. 5, 000 -

seals because of exceedlngly difficult iceoondltlons. When the war

thenAalso caused compllcatlons, the venture was given up and the




Pl

company liquidated. Chr. Salvesen & Co;; which started‘fhe whaling
again from Neefoundlend and Labtrador after the way,. élso inspected
the-statieh at Seven Islands. It is stated in this report that it
was closed in 1916 because it traded with the enemy and that it

was sold in 1921 for & 1,LPOO.15

Chr. dhristensen, magnager‘for Kosmos Co., also tried to rﬁn‘
_ e Whaie— and seal- epefation with "Lleydsen", one of the three
boats the company had had builﬁ at‘Aker's Mechanical Werkshop inv
1911 and used it as a oombineé whaling boat‘aﬁd cookery., "Lloyd&sen"
weighed 545 brutto tons, considerably more than usuai Whaling boats,
and it'had oooking faoilifies.-It made two trips to the Arctic
Ocean in 1911 ander oaptaln de Hansen. Seals were caught between
March and May on Bear Island and 1 392 seals were caught, It 1eft
Sandefjord again on June 23 and 17 blue whales and 7 humpback\
whales were shot during a five—week period (12/7 - 19/8).offv
'Dnskoe Island on the west side of Greenland. Together thls ylelded
1,595 barrels of 011, an exoeutlonally good result for such a small
"oookery“ over such a short time. About half was rendered on board,
If one had not run out of coal, the result might have been even
better, They had a violent balttle with one blue whale. The.journal
,says{."Hit:whale efAseven'inethe afternoon. The line wasvstretehed
‘out completely. Tried twice to haul it in but both times it was’
stretched out, In spite of the:engine working at half speed in re-
verse, the boat was towed aheadlat about two miles per'hour'unfil'
12 midnight when the ship managed to step.‘The'ﬁoyage.went in and
-out among huge icebergs. Tried_te deflate the whale.at one o'eisck,

oonfinuing with brief intermissions unfil 7 o'clock but without

R e
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killing it. Only at 10:30 were we successful. It wés the largest

whale we had caught 83 feet long and a huge width. It had about

1E tlmes the amount of blubber” of a usual blue whale. The harpoon

had been too short and had to be extended byAth feet". The average
vield from the 17 blue whales was 79 barrels (only blubber was
used), and 36 barrels from the«humpback whales, These must have

been exceptionally fat animals,

Wheh it says qomewhare else thact "Lloydsen" (under captaln
J Antonlqen) oauvht 23 blue whales off Aqualforte in 1912, "ap
unusually large cafch of this whale in this area, thls-must'be an
error., Aocordlng to fhe catch journal it says that it was 15 blue-,
5. humpback—, and 3 flnback— whales and that they were caught, as.
in the year Uefore, off Dlskoe Island. Slx of the blue whales which
were shot ét were lost because the line broke or the grip in the h
tail slivped. Poor animals! "Lloydsen“ was used again.in thé'huﬁt
for seal iﬁ the next two ygars_whén 6,540 and 4,650 sealsAreSpectiVee
lyAwere cauveht. This Vehture probably was no great success and the

16

boat was sold to Sweden in November 1914,

The Newfoundland -Steam Whaling Co. tried to coordinate whaling
in the north and south by using one floafimg cookery and using the

equipment the yeér around. The sfeamship "Sobraon“ was outfittead by

- Pramnaes Neqh. Workshop as a floating cookery for the summer of 1907

under direction of Nokard Davidsen. With him as whaling administrator,

captain I. Tgenes as leader and a 57-maln Norwegian crew, the cookery

~left with its two whalnnﬂ boats in Octobe? to whale of f South Shetland.

Four exnedntlon%, of which two were Norweglan, were to whale. there that
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season, Davidsen was enly 30 years old when he got this responsible

position and he teok g great risk when he, as the firstfwhaling ad-

N

Aministrator, entered the difficult and yet quite unknown waters of

the Gerlache Straits (Belglca Stralts) between Palm Tslands and
G raham Island. He saw. many whales but -the condltlons were so d1f—‘

floult that he went north to Brandfield Stralt <HereAthe oatch had

just started when a deeplv tra gic thing happened. Dav1dsen fell

overboard in high seas from the Whallng ship "Lynx"-and>drowned

~on January 22 off Greenwich Island (in Sonth Shetland). To com~

‘memorate thls good representative for Norweglan whalers, a 22~foot

'ooncrete plllar was ereoted on Deceptlon Island on February 9, l908

It was unvelled in the presence of 250 Norweglans. Durlng May

‘"Sobraon" was qff New foundland and contlnuedﬂwhallnggdurlng the B

summer along the LabraZdor coast up to Spotted Island..FortYseren

whales were caught; The prefits from the whole voyage to the south:
and north was 141 whales and 4,000 barrels (of which 94 whales and
24500 barrels were fromfthe south). The experiment probablyldid

not meet the expectations of the'oompany. The "Sobraon" was sold

~in 1910 and we shall from thenjon meet it again.as a floating

'cookerv off South Snetland between 1910 and 1913 in the service of

The 0dd Companv, andefjord and under the name of "Orion" under

Amandus Andersen the ploneer of the South-American whallng. He was

owner and whaling admlnlstrator 1914~l5 along the coas’c“of‘Chlle.17

The inspector of Newfoundland said in his report of 1904 mALL

whaling is now done with steamships . whlch are -all: bullt in Norway
and manned mainly by experlenced men from there; They are~completely
cenversant with the use of theA"harpodnicanon" loaded with the

deadly_modewn explosivehprojectile nhiCh a whale rarely escapes.’

v T ————— e



The whaling boat‘"st. Lawrence", 111 brutto tons, built
At Nyland's Workshop, Oslo, 1903. It left St. John's

Newfoundland for Cape Horn and Vancouver lSland, 1906-07.

But the far greater number of men are employed in the factories
and are without ‘exception Britlsh subjecte." The Newfoundland
whaling has had an indirectvsignifioance_fof Norwegian trade
and for the wofld catch in genefal. The.companies dld not

bring home net pfofite; If Fllefqenvmade a g00d profit’in the
flrst four years, his losses have surely outweighed the gains

esp. in the last year (1906, 18 whales and 310 barrels) ‘He sold
the plant to some of the shareholders who could not believe that
this was the epd. But that was 1t because their proflt was. sub-
sequently only three whales. Ellefsen then weht home,'took over
the family farm, Skjaerhes, and started .a blant.in 1909 for the
produc tion of ignition.bolfs‘and.time fuees_fof whaling. It is
4111 in operation in the same place td@ate. The produotiohewas

based on the patent~ he himself had experlmented on and whlch

hlS father also had worked Ol Durlng hls years on Newfoundland
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 Anders Fllefsen continued the experiments and found in time such -

a safe and effeotive form that his ignition bolts and fuses today

are almost unlque all over the world where whaling is practiced.

¢ The Newfoundland whallng was qulte beneflclal for Norweglan ship-

bulldlng, 15 new whaling boats were supplied from onlv two work-

shops in a few years. All equlpment»and much of the machinery

" for many of the stations were delivered from Norway;Aall harpoon-

ists, most of the whaling directors and crews on the whaling

‘boats were Norwegian., Considerable sums were earnt over the

years'in wages and,shatreS'by these couple of hundred men.18

The whaling off Newfoundland and Labrador stopped almost . -
completely toward the end of the first world war..The”high_-

prices for oil in. the latter war years stimulated it ‘again and

-again the Norwepians took the initiative. The rumour of* this

caused a paper in St. John's to launch a sharp attack on Nor--

- wegian whallng. "They have all the means to ‘carry on whaling to

"~ the extreme off the Newfoundland and Labrador coasts, and have:

they first begun the business, there is every chance.that theyh-
will not stop as long as one whale blOws... If bur augbrities
want the whaling along our coaets spoiled for a hundred years
or so, fhen théy ought to let the Norweglans start... They have

already depleted thelr own coasts, the coast of America along the

" Pacific and many other places where the whale ocourred in large

quantities earlier." This was rebutted by the Norwegian Whaling
Tlme0 (Norek anlfaﬂngst Tldende) which p01nted out that the

catch had deoreased greatly in later years because the whale

_population had decreased so strongly. Durlng the attempts t0 keep '
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the whallng 901ng ‘Uthere was probably no whallng area in the

world where so much money’ was. wasted as exactly on Newfoundland "

‘The Norweglans whaled to make money and their catch would be re-

gulated by the prices for oil. When no more money could be earnt

in this area they hadeithdrawn early. And besides, the whale
was.not exterminatéd at‘ell;-blue— and humpback- whales had de~
creased 1n numbers but a falr amount of finback. whales were
caught in the years: 1912~15,'1 e. 202, 185, 142, and 115 respectlve—
ly (in addition 84 blue—,'HS humpback-, and 35_sperm whales were '
oaughf) ~ The Whaling Times could aleo have;added that if the |
whale waq "extermlnated” of f Newfoundland's coasts there was no

one more responsible for this than- the natlve population itself.
The Norweglans had grantedly started the whallng, but the Norwegian
oapltal 1nvestment had been very modest in comparison to the |
Brlthh—Amerlcan. To . accuse the Norwegians of having exterminated

the whale was to punish the wrong party.

Christoffer Hannevig began fhefwhallng in 1918. One of his
Americen shipyards was the Newfoundland Shipbuilding Co. Trtde
at Harbour Grace. antaln Marlus Michelsen from Sandefgord bought,
on Hannevig! s_account the old whallng statlons at Cape Broyle
and Beaverton plus two older whaling boats. Only the'former
station was renovated, usinglthe old name of Newfoundland Whaliﬁg
Co. The whaling wa s continﬁed only that.one year with a return of‘:
1,840 barrels of 0il (there was no equipment for any other klnd
of productlon). The result was 80 depressing that the boats were.
sold to- Chr. Hannevig's brother, Edv., Hannevig, who had started

a company in San Fralncisco called :California Sea Products Co.,
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(see page 166). Michelsen went there with the boats}andlremained
there a couple of years, - Qpe of the oldér companiés; Labrador:
IWhaling Co., which had not been sctive for many years, tried

- agdﬁn'in.l919 but with an.evén worse résult, 1,464 barrels..
Bven if the desire to whale-ofleewféundland had been impres— .
sively tough in snrite of repeated logses, the uﬁsucceésful
attempts of these two years;seém to have removed the people's.
courage..There-are.no‘reports of whaling during the next threév
years, 1920-22; it was<probably'complete;y stopped.‘The“oollépse
of the whale oil'market'ih the fall of 1920 probéblj also had

. . 20 : '
a frightening effect.Qg : . . ' '

When the prices had stabilized<themselvés after a few years

13

people dared’try once more‘and in 1923530'we find the NewfoundlandA .

Whaling Co. operatinﬁ for a third time from the. two 0ld stations
at Hawkeée's Farbour on Labrador and ﬁoSe;éu-Rue on the-soﬁth coast
of Newfoundland.21 It was finally.possible~to maiﬁtain an evenly
paying production for a time. From 1,600 barrels in 1923»thé'
prodﬁction'rose'to 5,500 in 1924, 8,400>in 1925 and between 1926 -
and 1930 it-averaged»l3,272 barrels. The promising prospects
broughtAto 1igﬁt a new company called The Britiéh—ﬁorwegiahAA
Whaling Co.. It was a daughter oombany of Compania Ballenera
Esbanola, a companj with mainly Norwegian and British shareholders  -
and some Spanish ones, Both companies, whioh were managed by

Bruun & von der Lippe, Tﬁﬁsberg, were dissolved in 1930, In 1927
and 1928, whaling Waé carried out from a new statioh oalled Grady
(by the town of Cartwright, ca..loo km, ﬁérth of Spotted Islands)

"on Labrador. It vroved less suitable and returns these two years
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" more than 10 years,:from established land stations i.e. no.

floating ceokeries,-and:fof two whaling boats per station. The

be converted 1nto-saleable products. 4, Tt was prohibited to chase

_.31

were 3,314.end 5,980 barre1s~and”a.1esser number of fertilizer
sacks, Combined the two companies‘in 1928 had 508 whales and
20 580 harrels or only 5,000 barrels less than 16 companles had:

managed from 18 stations in 1905.° 22

‘The blossoming of the whaling occasioned a new law valid
from January 1, 1928, The most important resolutions were: l. .

Whaling was 1o be allowed only under permit for a period of noﬁ-

yearly fee was $ 1,000 per stétion..Zf Only six stations were to
be allowed on Newfoundland and twb on Labrador. They had to have
a mutual dlstance of at least 75 m11es and be placed 1n such a

?

way that thev not bother settled areas. 3. The total whale had to

whales nearer than one nautical mile frdm fishing boafs. 5. Only
British subjeéts Were_to be used'in the factories. Norwegians
therefore had access as harpoonists and sallors on board the
whallng boats. The law placed no 11m1ts on time of whaling or the
number of whales caught. Tt was still possible to whale with 16
boats from eight stations in this relafively limited area for

as 1ong-a time and to as-great-an intensity as possible; These
reguletlons must be termed very 11bera1 beceuse they pald little

attention to the fear expreesed in 1905 and in 1918 that whales

'would be exterminated if the Norwegians were given .accessj according

to the law there was nothing to prevent them from starting all

eight stations.
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Hoﬁever, the catch of l920hshowed that the fear-was.completely
ill founded: Grantedly, the blue whale catch was still low, ca.
20 per year, but the population of: finbacks had not only_been
maintained but had even shownAa great and gratifyihg inorease.
Of the total cateh of 2,597 whales in the period 1923-30, 2 026
or 804 were flnbaok whales. mhe good catch in the period 1926—‘
30 is 51gn1flcant The total catch for 1930 was 321 whales (of
which 282 were flnbaoks) whloh gave 13, 100 barrels and it was
'made in the perlod Aorll 10 - November 27, The number of barrels
per wha:le‘also rose sharply both in relation to the previous
period of 1898-1915 and during the 1920's, from 23 barrels in -
1923 to 41 1n 1929 and -30. This undoubtedly was due to the
more effectlve method of cooking which was being developed Just
in this period. That the.relatlvely heavy taxing of the finback
whale had not been £00 heavy in:the 1920's QaSVShOWn by‘#he catch.
When the whaling was resamed'in the 1930's after a couple of
vears without whaiing. Tor example,'in 1937 90% of the 483 whales
were finbacks., The:same washthe case in the latter part of the
4O's when the oil oroduotion (not the number o£~whales) reached

23

its greatest peak thus far. This‘whaling was also condUcted by

Chr. Salvesen &160. as we shall see_later.

- The collective result from the catches off Dewfoundland
from 1898 to 1915 was ca., 7, 200 whales which gave 178,000 barrels'
in addition came 13,040 tons ‘of fertlllzer (and feed concentrate).
The returns were somewha“t greater than off the FaerOes 1894 -
1916. Regarding The number of barrels per whale, Newfoundland

was as low (24 6) as Finnmark. It proved once more that Iceland
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127 was on top both with regard to barrels per whale, 36, and with

The statwon at hawke s qarbour, Labrador, 1928,

. regard to a yeariy.aVerage of 19,339 barrels.iThisafigure wasA
neariy half,or-10;243 barrels, for Newfdpndland,vln relation to
fhe.larg€Wustéring,of ihvestmant, as many as 16 companies and
18vstationa in one Year, this whaling ground was.the 1east pfo—
f11able of all in the modern hlstory of whallng, probably the

ol :

‘only one which gave an overall 1oss.~

One of the most excitlng of the many tales told about how
’nbwounded whale can tow a whallng boat came from Newfoundland.
Tirst mate Hans Jonansen on "Puma" tells that in 1903Athey shot
a blue whala six miles ffom Placentia at nine in the morning. It
immediately wentyrild andhit became impossible to get near enoﬁgh"
to fire anofher harpoon into ite. Ali day'ibng’it towed the boat
which,ran at half éoeed:in reverse, at six knots. waards~evening
another line was qecured aft and tled to the flrbt. The speed.

was changed to full sveed ahead. The whale stlll Dulled S0 hard
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it nearly pulled the back of the boat under. The rope aft was
then cut with an axe. The whale continued to pull the boat, the
heavy line and all through the night. The animal's strength de-

creased by 10 next mqrning and at 11:30 the harpoonist-was'fihally

_ able to buncture it. Then the battle had lasted 28 hours, It was

said in American and English papers that the whale had pulled the

_boat from Newfoundland to TLabrador. 5

A report by the Newfoundland Fisheries Research Station,
St. John's, 1953, exists on wha:leAmovements, The blue whale
moves mostly along the south- ahd west- coast up the_st. Lawrence
Bey, through the Strait of RBelle Isle as far.north'as Hawke!'s
Harbour on the east coast of Lebradof.'This ocours from June to
July. It ra}ely comes to the east coast ef Newfoundland. The sei
whale has always been rare eecurring only towards the end of the
eeaeon‘in the south and east. The humpback whale; which wes very
oommonuﬂﬂ 1906, was the first one to:become_scerse after heavy

hunting. Tt is now very rare off Newfoundland., It is of interest

that this whale, which otherwise moves close to land, has been

.ob served fﬂr out at sea on the fishing banks. The catch of sperm

whales has been, as in other northenlareas (Iceland, North—Noran)
shown a definite tendenoy to increase. The flnback whale attracts

the ﬁreatest 1nterest beoau°e malnly it made commer01al whaling

off Newfoundland possihle after 1905, Unfortunately, wé know least

about the movements of this whale. It can be found almost all the

vear around on the large fishihg bank in the sdutheast but es-

peoiallyAin June and July when 1t feeds on small spawning fish.
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It moves north after the middle of Jﬁly‘and spreads over the
whole»whaling_éréé in_fall.'The return occurs off.the east coast
in Qctober-November, but it has been observed as late as in
26 ‘ o
January. o ‘ S '
In order to maintain chronélogical order in the preséntatioﬁ

this part of'the puhlication will deal with only.those areas

where modern whaline was started before man moved to the Antarctic. .-

Geographically, it might have seemed natural to go from Newfound-~
land to -the adjacent waters of Dévisfstrait. This newest Arctio-

_ whaiing of the 1920's and -30's was mainiy-pelagic. Tt would .
constitute a break in the chronoiogy and'ig the.yeér to &ear de-~
séription to:treat'it here; The.modernlform'éf Whaling betweeﬁ’
1868 and 1904 occurred énly in northefn waters and from land
stations close to the whaiing grouhds whefe the catch could be
landed quickly. We will continue}to“follow~thé further spread

of this whaling. .
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ITT. Northern fisheries outside Europe

L. Newfbundland.

1. Most important source: Annual Report. of the.NewfoUndland
Department of Pisheries, St. John's, 1903. - History from
Norwegian Whaling Times 1917/21, 40 (incl, 1915) and 1953/
439 (re. fﬁe value of this note see De 26).'P.W; Browne:

© Where the Fishers g0. The story of Labrador, Toronto,
1909. Deals with Newfoundland also, chapter XXi, 165~74
and the whaling oatéh-from there. - F. Luoas: Thé Newfound-
land Whale Fisheries In: Science, N.S. XXT, No. 540, p;?fﬁ,:\
N.f., 1905, - Glover, M.VAllen;'Some Observations on Ror; o
quals éf Southern-Newfound1and'lg: The AmericanvNatufalist
XXXVITT, No. 453, pp.613-23. Boston, 190k, - J.G. Millais:
‘NQWfoundland.and its untrodden Ways.'Londén, 1907, -
Verbai report-by‘harpoonist’Marius Amundsen, who 1908-16
whaled from Néwfbﬁndland, Seven Islands and Labrador. He

was also. on "Sobraon".

2. Jenkins: Whale FPisheries,59 and.following'pages. Aagaard:

The old whaling, 23 and following pages inel. bibliography.

3. Bveret J. Edwards and Jeénette BEdwards Rattray: ”Whale offin
The stqry.of'American Shore Whaiing;.N.Y., 1932; —3Giover.
M. Allen: Whales énd Whaling in Neﬁ England, In: The_Séi—
entific Monthly XXVI, p. 340, N.Y., 1928, ;§1§; Thé‘Wha1e~
bone Whales of New England.'Memoifs of the‘BostonlSociety of

Natural History, vol 8, No. 2, Boston, 1916. Browné: Where |
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the Pishers go, 167 and following pages. The Evening
Herald (St;:thhfs)-l899“l9/6. On the explosive harpoon,

cdmpare~B.T; 63 and following pages.

- Mainly from the Evenlng Herald 1898 19/7, 20/7, 20/8

19/9, 23/12, 1899 i/1, 24/k, 19/6.

Annual Report 1903, p. 6. B Whaling Times 1917/21, 1953/4b1,

Norway's Fishing Times 1897/205, 1903/518, 1904/422, 1907/
535, 1908/333-50. =Risting‘268 The Morning Paper 1899 25/&

Norweglan %ea”farnng Tlmes 1906 19/9. The ﬁdnsberger, 1907,

- 31/8 (about N. Dav1dsen) Note by-A.0. Johnsen, Millais:

Newfoundland and its untrodden Ways 163. The author 2ot -

"much of his material from Norwegian harpoonists: Hans

Johansen, Christian Johannessen,'Hans Andérsén,:stokken,

_Christdphersen and others. There are many mistakes‘as_for

example that Svend Foyn'began in 1880, that the Norwegian.
Parliament forbade him to catch in 1907, and that one filled

o ~the whale " with steam from the.boiler" to keep it‘floéting.ﬂ

This is illustrated with a'nicture'(fécing pP. 238). Ford

Pairford: Whale Hunting in the North Atlantlc (In: The Emplreif

Review and Journal of British Trade, XXX, p. 222., London,
1917). It qayq that sperm whales off Newfoundland "which gave
98% barrels of oil from the head alone each<barrel containing -

L6 gallons."

Annual Report 1903,’p.’9; and Appendix Pede Norway}s Fishing

. Times 1904/@2?. Consular report 1903/381, 1904/502:'Quebec.

Andrews: Whale Hunting 146,
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7« Risting 268, Sﬁrensen‘él, Nbrway's Whaling Times_1914/115.v

The Tﬁnsbéréef'l902, 15/5, As a compadﬂfhg;idéntly ¢a11ed*‘
Tllefsen & Berg. Annual Report 1903, p. 4, Letter 1901 11/10.

- from Colonial Sécretary; Newfoundland to Andreas E. (among

.9,

documents with factory owner Rdgar Ellefsen, Skjaersnes.
Also other informations fromvfarious documénts and catch

journals, same source).

Norwegian Whasling Times 1953 /Lhli, For statistics see note 9.

Bllefsen's catch inventories (Edgar.Ellefsen; Skjaersnes. )

See especially 1906,,p, 15 for the values from the Annual -
Report; Compared with'1905'there must obviously be aimistake;

For the tWovyears they are asvfollows_(values_in $):

'Rarréls ' Bones - Pertilizer . Value

Year Whéie Number —Value -Tons Value Tons Value Totals
1904 1,275 35, 766 297,415 2,603 39,557 3,511 38,981 366 826

1905 892 25 182. 384 062 1,661 34,835 2 802]15 955 535 101

Because the oil prices in 1905.were even.1bwer than in 1904

it is unthinkable that ca. 9,000 fewer barrels give almost

% 90,000 mare in value. The two numbers are probably inter- -

'changed The dis parlty is even worse for the value of fert11—~

izer. Also the weight of bones seems much too high, about
two tons per whale. The 011 quantlty is Cr1ven in gallons in

1903 as welﬁ@% in tons. Because 1 gallon = 7 5 podnds thls

L is 3.38 kilos glVlng exactly 50 gallons per barrel. ﬂpave

used this conversion factor for all years. It is also used



5h7

39

in 1, Wh. §t. (1931 IT 33, 1942 XVI 89). See Brandt re.
the relatlon between gallons and barrels ‘Whale 011 Pe. XIT.

Six dlfferent meaqures of conversion have been found 1n

the whaling literature: 31%, 42,‘49, 50, 53 and 60 gallons .
= 1 barrel. Where a conversion has been used, the values can
not be used in comparisons without knowing which factor was.

applied.

Internacfional Whaling Statistics used the folldwing methods

of calculation:
1 USA gal. = 3.785332 liters

1 liter whale oil at 15°C = 0.9221 kilos °

1 liter‘sperm oii at 1500

i1

0.8770 kilos .
3.785332 (liter) x 50 (gallons) = 189.2666 liters -

il
il

189.2666 liters whale :0il x 0.9221 kg. = 174,522 kilos

165,986 kilos

il

189.2666 liters sperm oil x 0.8770 kg.

.i average barrel = 170.254-kg. =1 barrel.

10.

].1.'

12,

Norweplan Fishing Times 1903/623, 1904/319, Sandefgord Paper
and the Tdns berger 11/8, The Morhing Paper 6/9.. Mlllals'
Newfoundland and its untrodden Ways 1405184, 193,

Andreas Tllefsen's papers (see note 7). Browne: Where the

~Pishers go 173. The Evening Herald 1899 9/6. Victoria Times

(B.C.) 1905 29/12, 1906 20/7, 10/8, 11/12. Annual Report many

plaées.

Norwegian Pishing Times 1903/623, 1904/319, San@efjord Paper.
and'ﬁhe T¢nsberger_ll/8. The Morning Paper 6/9. Annual Report

1 barrel

1 barrel

— e s
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1906, Appendix XTIT - XLVITT.

' 13. The Morning Paper 1907 16/3,25/2.

14, (Qcientific Jdurhél) Canadian Fisherman,’st Anne de Bellevue
(R.C. ) 1912~ .y contalns llttle about whaling in older edltl--
ons. See l915/210 303, 373, 1916/109, 287,

15, Sdrensen 50, 116, Risting_Z?M. Bogen: grnen Co. ko, Norwegian -
Whaling Times 1912/25, 1913/142, 1914/2, 171, 231, 1915/29,
148, 1916/52;'217,»1917/944 The Tdnsberger 1911 14/3, Sande-
fjord‘Panef 7/6. Chr. Salvesen & Co. File 27 Report by

captain Reqz 1923 20/5.

?

16. Bogen: Lars Christensen T 127. Annual Report 1912 p-32 .1913
Appendlx 91. Dandefj. Fistory II 222,"Diary for S/S Lloydsen
of- %andeljord " The whaling museum, Sandefj. Dlary for same 1914
8/2 - 2?/4 (whaling off Jan Mayen) in Univ. lerarv, Nanuscrlpt

Collection, Oslo.

17. Sgrensen 87. Risting 340, 565. Norwegian Fishing Times 1902/2k,
1911/27, 1512/10. Norwegian Whaling_Times 1913 /46, 1914/159,
1953 /bbz2, Thé T@nsberger 1907 31/8, 20/9, Saﬁdefj.Araper 1968;
26/2, 25/3, 1910 14/5, 30/6, 11/8, 7/9._NorWegian Seafaring
Times 1907 30/7. Fa1k1and Tsland's Magazine XIX 1908 12/h, The
vield from "Sobraon" was taken from Bf§wne;Whére.thé Fishers go;

p. 173, 141 whaled and #,Qdo'barrels.

1.8 Riétihg 275. Sgrensen 62 and Appendix IX. Norwegian Trades:
- The Whaling Catch 93. Norwegian Pat., No. 167, 399. Norwegian
Whaling Times 1914/115, Norwegian Seafaring Timés 1906 19/9.

19. Norwegian Whaling Times 1918/201, compare 1917/21, Lo,
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ainlv‘told bV'COnTﬁin'Nﬂfkus Be qimonéen ‘Harstad

Plsherles 1nqnector on* Nevfoundlﬂnd to Horthern Times

'"excernted in Sandefjord Paper 1919 20/11 Not all that he.

sayvs can be comhletely correct, c.f. Annual Report 1918

.19, norwepvqn Whaling Times 1920/205, 1953/@@3. Supple-

'mented with verhal stqtements by captain Nar:us Nlchelsen,

“Sandefiord.

‘NWorwegian Whaling Times 1924/26 "Norwegian undertakings",

1953/43 "rorwegian interests". Which?

_Nvaegian Whaling Times 1920/205; 1929/112 and revorts from

the years in between. I. Wn. St. 1931 IT, 33, 43 - bb, 1942

XvI 85, 102~ 03; There is a slight disagréément here invﬁhdt

the figures for 1927-28 are'entered partly as applying for

only Newfoundland, partly for Newfoundland and Labrador together.

The correct ones are:

o et b e e e te s et o e ———

(Table below ha’s been reqrranged for reasons of space)

e e it s ias A Te e —— " o+ s 4754 o S & e s

1927 ?63'wha1es, 11,200 barrelq.jNveoundland alone

23,

‘24,.

1927 75 whales, % 314 barrels - Labrador alone
78 whales, TLI,31F barrels Newfounal and and Labrador

1928»387'wha1és, 14,600 barrels _Newfound}and alone'
1928 121 whales, 5,¢ 980 barrels ILabrador alone - _
508 whales,.zo 580 barrels Newfoundland and Labrador

The Law, Norweﬁién Whaling Times 1927/185, Catch 1930, -40's
see I. Wh., 8t. 1954 XXXI 21 and 1957 XXXVII 21, c.f. Norwegian

Whallno Wlmesb\Q4bﬁu

The Newfoundland'catchbl898 - 1939:
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o b A ey < e s v

Year gta“ibrs “hetea  Rarrels Year Statlonq Whales Barrels

c—— e __‘-.,,

91 - 2500 o 1916 61 1082

1898 1
1899 2 95 . 2600 : . 1918 1 101 2500
1900 2 12 309% - - 1919 1 L 1464
1901 4 - 174 4561 ) 1920 1 71 - 1600
516 1902 6 - 331 9184 o _ 1924 3 181 5500
1903 7 858 -.19259 1925 3 331 8 400
1904 14 1275 35766 : 1926 2 360 11600
1905 18 . 892 25182 1927 3 438 14514
1906 14 439 10740 o 1928 3 508 20580
1907 11 481 9937 - : 1929 -2 382 15810
1908 9 396 8417 ' S 1930 3 321 13100
1909 8 518 10375 - 1935 2 198 7165
1910 5 384 8337 Co193 2 192 7168
b oam o o1 W S
193 0 » soil o 1939 1 144 5980
1914 7 161 3003
1915 3 139 3000

" 1898-1915, v 7 068 174165
torether
The table is composed of reports from the Annual Report. T.Wh.

Ste, The Canadian Pisherman, Norwegian Whaling Times.

R

N
\J
.

Millais: Newfoundland and its untrodden Ways 168 Also 1n

I

Cosmopolitaﬁ. vol. 37, P?. 49 and following pages, N.Y.
May, 1904, P.T, McGrath; The dederfui Whale;ﬂﬁnting by

| Steam (with 10 fﬂne 11]ustrat10ns) |

~26. Hm:n]v after the - renort in Norweglan Whaling lees, ]953/

hlily, This, written by & biologist, is\pomp}ete for the.
.history of"the catch, The graphical expositionAéeems to
betray that th@:éuthor did-not knOW'of I. Wh, St. in that
it does not show the most 1mbortant things: the-oatch.df
finback whales 191641, end (p. 443) says that “3t is im-
noasible to find oatoh qtatl%tnos for this perlod” (1930'3)
which are reported in I. Wh. St. 942 XVI 89. The author

seems also to 1nd10ate that the flnbaok whale does not travel
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further north than 55° (aboﬁt halfway between Néwfoundland
angd Greeniéhﬁjﬁhut there* can pfobably Bémﬁb.doubf thaﬁ it
migrates (travels)'intQ‘Davis Strait. it may élsb explain

why this.whale seems to disavpear from the Newfoundland .

- area from the end of August to the beginning of October,

and that after this time rich catches may be made when it
returns, ~‘Rinﬂing 526, under the space " Neme of Company"
these are lacking with the names of the places where the .

stotions lav inserted instead.




