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Under the shellfish aquaculture conditions of licence (AQSF COL)*, licence holders
are required to comply with a number of requirements relating to product 
movements: importation, transfer, harvest, relay, and wet storage. Tagging,  
record keeping, and statistical reporting are all key elements of a robust 
traceability system. Licence holders are responsible for understanding and 
adhering to the applicable regulations and reporting their activities to Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada (DFO).
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There are additional notification and 
reporting requirements for harvests 
occurring under the authority of 
the Management of Contaminated 
Fisheries Regulations

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
*see reverse

STATISTICAL
REPORT (AASR)
Submit annually 
by January 25
COL 16.1

TAG
Prior to leaving licensed 
area. Flagging tape is not 
an acceptable means of 
tagging.
AQSF COL s.12.1Wet storage: only can occur 

on aquaculture facilities 
specifically licensed for the 

activity. 
COL 12.2

FEDERALLY LICENSED 
PROCESSING PLANT

COL s.1.1 and 1.2

LOGBOOK/
ELECTRONIC RECORDS
Complete by 11:59 pm on the day of 
conclusion of product movements.  
Records must be submitted to DFO in an 
electronic and sortable format within 
24 hours of a request by a Fishery 
O�icer or Fishery Guardian.
AQSF COL s.15.1–15.4
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HARVEST

Selling harvested product to 
a buyer/receiver prior to the 
product going to a federally 
licensed processing plant is 
not permitted under the 
AQSF COL. Harvested product 
can only be sold to or 
accepted by a federally 
licensed processing plant.

 
 

Fisheries and Oceans
Canada

Pêches et Océans
Canada

BE AWARE OF BIVALVE SHELLFISH CONTAMINATION CLOSURES 
Eating shellfish with high levels of certain toxins can lead to serious and potentially fatal illnesses. Always check for marine biotoxin and sanitary 
contamination closures for the area where you plan to harvest: http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/contamination/index-eng.html

DANGER

3!

http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/contamination/index-eng.html


SHELLFISH AQUACULTURE CONDITIONS OF LICENCE RELATING TO TRACEABILITY
3. Transfer of Fish
3.1	 The licence holder may transfer live seed, spat, juveniles to or from 

the licensed facility and another licensed facility possessing a valid 
aquaculture licence provided that:

(f) 	 while in transit to or from  licensed facilities, the shellfish and transport 
water must not enter or come into contact with any growing waters; and

(g)	 harvested bivalve shellfish must not enter or come into contact with 
any growing waters while in transit from a licensed aquaculture facility 
to a facility licensed by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency with the 
appropriate shellfish processing permission. 

12. Harvesting and Handling
12.1 	 In respect of tagging containers of shellfish:
(a)	 Prior to leaving the licensed facility, all containers holding harvested 

shellfish that are destined for market sale shall be marked with a visible 
tag identifying the following:  (i)   licence holder name; (ii)  species; 
(iii) Pacific Fishery Management Area; (iv) BC Land File number or DFO 
Facility Reference number; and (v)  date of harvest.

(b)	 Tags shall be waterproof and all information shall be written in water 
resistant ink and legible. 

(c)	 The licence holder shall not use flagging tape as a tag, unless as part of a 
tagging plan that is authorized by DFO, as part of this licence.

(d)	 For the purpose of bulk tagging of shellfish destined for market sale, the 
licence holder shall not bulk tag harvested shellfish destined for market 
sale, unless as part of a tagging plan that is authorized by DFO, as part of 
this licence. 

12.2	 For the purposes of wet storage of market-sized bivalves, the licence 
holder shall not wet-store harvested shellfish on this licensed facility,  
originating from facilities other than the licensed facility unless 
authorized by DFO as part of this licence.  

15. Records
15.1	 The licence holder shall maintain written or electronic records relating to 

the licensed aquaculture activities throughout the species growing cycle. 
The records shall:

(a)	 contain the elements listed in Section 15.2, 15.3 and 15.4;
(b)	 be produced upon request by a Fishery Officer or Fishery Guardian;
(c)	 be submitted to DFO in an electronic and sortable format within 24 hours 

upon request of a Fishery Officer or a Fishery Guardian.
15.2	 The licence holder shall record, by 11:59pm on the day of the conclusion 

of activity, for each individual licensed facility: 
(a)	 the importation or transfer of shellfish to the licensed facility;
(b)	 the transfer of shellfish from the licensed facility;
(c)	 harvest for market sale for that day; and
(d)	 the transfer of harvested shellfish from other locations for wet storage or 

relay at the licensed facility, prior to market sale.
15.3	 For each activity listed in Section 15.2, the licence holder shall record:
(a)	 BC Land File number, or DFO Facility Reference numbers, or groups of 

BC Land File numbers or DFO Facility Reference numbers associated 
with the licence holder for licensed facilities in the same Pacific Fishery 
Management Area;

(b)	 activity date;
(c)	 species common name;
(d)	 the nature of the activity (i.e. Activity Code (IP - Importation) (TS - 

Transfer) (H - Harvest for Market Sale) (W- Wet Storage) (R – Relay));
(e)	 number of containers;
(f)	 container type;
(g)	 source of shellfish arriving at the licensed facility (source BC Land File 

number or DFO Facility Reference number, or other); water classification 
of source of shellfish arriving at the licensed facility; destination of 
shellfish leaving the licensed facility including: 

(i)	 destination facility BC Land File number or DFO Facility Reference 
number for transfers of product; or

(ii)	 name of the facility licensed by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
federally licensed with the appropriate shellfish processing permission 
(including Canadian Food Inspection Agency facility licence number), if 
product is harvested for market sale. 

15.4	 Within fourteen days of the product being accepted by a facility licensed 
by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency with the appropriate shellfish 
processing permission, the licence holder shall record:

(a)	 date product accepted a facility licensed by the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency with the appropriate shellfish processing permission 
(must be completed even if product wet stored at another licensed 
aquaculture facility that is approved for wet storage); and

(b)	 total weight, OR number of dozens, OR number of individuals of 
harvested product accepted by a facility licensed by the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency with the appropriate shellfish processing permission.  
The unit of measure reported must match what is reported in the Annual 
Aquaculture Statistical Report.

15.5	 All transfers of shellfish that are leaving the licensed facility for grow-out 
at another destination, (at a licensed facility held by another licence 
holder, or in a different Pacific Fishery Management Area), shall be 
accompanied by a record of the date, source, destination, species and 
amount of shellfish in transit.

16. Annual Aquaculture Statistical Report
16.1	 Starting January 25, 2022, and annually, not later than January 25 

thereafter, the licence holder shall complete and submit to DFO the 
Annual Aquaculture Statistical Report (Appendix VIII) for the previous 
calendar year to the following email address: DFO.PACAASR-RSAAPAC.
MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.

1. General Culture of Bivalve Species
1.1 	 The licence holder shall ensure all harvested bivalves are:
(a)	  sold to a facility licensed by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency with 

the appropriate shellfish processing permission prior to sale for human 
consumption; or

(b)	 received by a facility licensed by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
with the appropriate shellfish processing permission prior to sale for 
human consumption.

1.2	  The licence holder shall not provide, or sell harvested bivalves to a 
shellfish buyer, or receiver, prior to the harvested bivalves being landed, 
or sold to a facility licensed by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
with the appropriate shellfish processing permission.

Annual Aquaculture Statistical Report 
(AASR)

Tag

Record Keeping

For the complete conditions of licence, visit   
https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/licence-permis/docs/licence-cond-permis-shell-coq/index-eng.html
For more information or to obtain a sample record keeping spreadsheet, please contact Shellfish.Aquaculture@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Annual Aquaculture Statistical Report 
Once completed, this document is confidential within the provisions of the Access to Information and Privacy Act.

Protected B

For Internal Use Only

Reporting Year:                        Licence Type: AQSF     Facility Ref #:    Landfile Number:

Licence Holder:

Introduction
In British Columbia, Fisheries and Oceans Canada is the lead authority responsible for regulating the aquaculture industry. Production statistics  
collected through this form may be used for analytical and operational purposes and will be shared with other government partners for statistical 
use. These organizations agree to take appropriate steps to protect all sensitive personal and commercial information, and to release data only  
in aggregated form. 

In compliance with licences issued under the Pacific Aquatulture Regulations, all aquaculture licence holders are required to complete the Annual 
Aquaculture Statistical Report (AASR) under Section 61 of the Federal Fisheries Act. 

The completed forms for each calendar year are due no later than January 25 of the following year. 

Instructions for Completing the Annual Aquaculture Statistical Report
> This form is for use by shellfish aquaculture licence holders.
> Complete all sections of this form, unless otherwise indicated.
> If not completing this form electronically, print in BLACK INK using BLOCK LETTERS.
> The form must be completed and submitted via email to fishstats@dfo-mpo.gc.ca or mailed to the address provided.  
   To request an electronic spreadsheet version of this form, email fishstats@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.
> Provide weights and measures using metric (e.g. kg, cm) unless other units are indicated.

Section 1 – Harvest for Food Market Sales
Note: Please complete one line per species.

Were any fish or shellfish sold for Food Market Sales?     Yes      No

Species     Quantity      Unit                     Total Value (CDN)

Section 2 – “U-Catch–Em” Sales
Note: Section 2 only applies to Freshwater/Land-based facilities
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