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The Fishery

In the Canadian offshore fisheries catfish have
been taken only as by-catch. The two speciestogether comprised the secon

d by-catch in the trawler catches most abundant
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Newfoundland Region

3LNO, but in earlier years, when there were sti ll
fo re ign allocations inside 200 miles, catches were
higher in 2J and 3K. As with the Canadian
fleets, non-Canadian catches are taken as by-
catch in fisheries directed for other species .
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Resource Status

Little is known about catfish in Newfoundland
waters except for results from annual research
surveys .

Spotted catfish are primarily found in the more
northern areas, and are relatively rare south of
Division 3L . The survey data indicate a decline
between 1989 and 1990, primarily in divisions
2J and 3L. There was some decline in 3K in that
year, but further decline occurred later in this
division .
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The survey results indicate that striped catfish
a re most abundant in Division 3N, followed by
Division 30. There was a gradual decline in th e
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2J, 3K, 3L, 3N, 30, 3Ps Catfish

biomass of this species from 1986 to 1995 but
it was not as dramatic as that of ' ro bWk) flounder. DFO At] . Fish. Res. Doc .,., .~ spotted catfish. 96/97.

Contact: Dave Kulka
Tel . (709) 772-2064
Fax. (709) 772-418 8

e-mail : Kulka@athenanwafc .nf.ca

Of particular interest is the persistent
concentration in a small area of the southern

Grand Banks which straddles the 3N-30
boundary.

Sources of Uncertainty

Very little is known about catfish in
Newfoundland waters although it constituted
the second largest by-catch in offshore fisheries
through the 1980s . Age, growth, reproduction,
mortality, movements and stock structure have
not been examined extensively.

Outlook

Catfish catches have been restricted to by-catch
historically. It is possible that the declines
observed in the survey estimates are due to
these by-catches . There are no indications of
interest in any directed fishery at present .

For More Information

Research Document: Kulka, D.W., E. DeBlois
and B. Davis . 1996 . Non-traditional groundfish
species on the Labrador Shelf and Grand Banks -
wolffish, monkfish, white hake and winte r
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